


DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

POSITION PAPER

B ill Number: CSHB 490
Sponsor: Representative Grussendorf
Bill Title: "An act prohibiting the sale or purchase of parts of

bears and prohibiting the possession of more than one bear gall
bladder."

Department Position: The department supports this legislation.

Legislative Intent: The purpose of this Dbill is twofold: to
increase the penalties for the unlawful sale of bear parts, and to
specifically prohibit the purchase or sale of bear parts by

statute.

Effects of Legislation on Department Programs: This legislation
would have no effect on the activities of the department, as the
sale or purchase of bear parts is already prohibited. It would
preempt the Board of Game's current statutory discretion to allow
the sale or purchase of bear parts. Presently, such activity is
prohibited, unless the Board of Game were to specifically authorize
such activity by regulation. To date, the Board of Game has not

authorized any sale of bear parts.

This bill prohibits possession of more than one gall bladder of a
bear. Regulations presently allow harvest of up to seven bears in
a calendar year. Some Alaskan hunters salvage gall bladders for
personal use—as medicine or for use as a tonic. This bill would
force hunters to "waste" legally harvested gall bladders and to
leave them in the field when a bear is taken.

The increase in fines would bring the penalties in line with the
potential profit to
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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

Department of Law

Representative Tam Moyer on. March 10, 1992
Chairman, House Special Committee
on international Trade & Tourism " nq.

B0 269-5100

Response to Memorandum
Dated 2/26/92 Concerning
HB 490

Jeffrey T. Killip”
A ssistant Attorney General
N atural Resources - Anchorage

This memorandum responds to questions raised in your
memorandum dated February 26, 1992, regarding HB 490. Your
guestions, and our responses, are described below.

l. Is There an Undated Legal Qpinlcm _on_the Illegal.Purchase,,
sale, and Possession. af-Gane?.

In the [limited time the Department of Law has had to
research your requests, we have not done a complete update on the
September 1, 1987 memorandum by A ssistant Attorney General Sarah
McCracken on purchase and sale of game. The Department of Law w ill
provide you with a more comprehensive update as time allows.
However, our brief review of the law has not disclosed any
significant changes in the conclusions outlined in that memorandum.

Il What is the Status of State.y, .grafifi-ffPO .Chun? (State D istrict
Court at Anchorage, Case No. 3AN-91-3437 CR).

Defendant Chun was charged with one count of illegal
purchase of game (approximately 385 pounds of frozen bear feet and
43 boar gall bladders), a Class A misdemeanor, in violation of AS
16.03.920(a) and 5 AAC 92.200(b)(2). AS 16.05.920 prohibits the
purchase of game, unless permitted by AS 16.05-AS 16.40, or by
regulations adopted under those statutes. 5 AAC 92.200 prohibits
the "purchase, sale or barter” of "any part of a bear.” 5 AAC
92.200. The complaint alleged that Chun, while in Anchorage,
purchased bear parts over the telephone from an individual in Idaho
for approximately $1,500. Chun mailed payment from Anchorage to
Idaho and the bear parts were then shipped from Idaho to Anchorage.
Chun was met at the Anchorage International Airport by state
officials when she arrived to claim shipment of the bear parts and
was subsequently charged with the above violation.

Chun filed a motion to dismiss the case which asserted,
among other arguments, that no crime wae committed in Alaska and,
therefore, the D istrict Court had no jurisdiction to hear the
m atter. The D istrict Court judge granted the motion and dismissed
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the case. The state of Alaska appealed the dismissal to the Alaska
Court of Appeals (Case No. A4283) and the appeal is now pending.
Chun has recently cross-appealed (Case No. A4323) in an attempt to
raise as additional errors the fact that the D istrict court failed
to rule on all of the grounds cited by Chun in her motion to
dismiss. Chun has since filed a motion to consolidate the appeals.
Briefs have yet to be riled in either appeal and each appeal will
remain on a separate briefing and oral argument schedule unless or
until consolidated by the Court of Appeals.

The D istrict Court's order dismissing the case held that

no crime was committed in Alaska. Therefore, the D istrict Court
agreed with Chun's argument and determined that it did not have
jurisdiction over the m atter. The D istrict Court reasoned that

slnae neither the statute nor the regulations provided a definition
of the term "purchase,”" the aourt must disregard the common meaning
of that term and look to Article 2 of the Uniform Commercial Code
("u.c.c.") for guidance. Under a U.C.C. analysis, the court
reasoned that the purchase and sale take place in Idaho and not
Alaska and, therefore, as a matter of law, no crime was committed

in Alaska.

The State of Alaska will argue in the Chun appeal that
the D istrict court erred in dismissing the case for the following
reasons: First, the D istrict court erred by disregarding the
common meaning of the terms "purchase” and "sale"” and by looking to
the U.C.C. (a technical commercial statute) to define their

meaning, second, under the particular facts of this case there was
a substantial connection between the alleged crime and Alaska as a
situs worthy of invoking jurisdiction in Alaska.

The problem with the Chun case s not that AS
16.05.920(a) is deficient in not including reference to import or
export, but rather that on the particular facts of the case the
judge was not convinaed that a sufficient nexus existed with

Alaska. We do not. therefore, view the case as demonstrating an
inherent problem with the applicable statutes and regulations as
presently written. Based on the facts of any given case, courts
may differ in their respective application of these laws. If any
statutory or regulatory language might have led to a favorable
ruling for the state, that would have been a statutory or

regulatory definition of "purchase" or "sale."

[11. IDLISCL

In addition to not addressing the problem encountered in
the Chun case, we believe HB 490 as drafted raises some serious
constitutional concerns. First and foremost, it is likely that HB
490, if enacted, would be challenged as a violation of the aommerc
clause of the federal constitution. U.S. const., Art. 1, Sec. 8,
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cl.3* Although ths commerce clause empowers Congress to "regulate
Commerce with foreign Nations, among the several States, and with
Indian Tribes . .. it also limits the power of the states to ereot
barriers against interstate trade."” Maine v. Taylor. 477 U.S. 131,
106 S. Ct. 2440, at 2446-2447 (1986). The U.S. Supreme Court has
distinguished between those state statutes which incidentally

burden Interstate commerce and those which affirm atively
discriminate, state statutes that incidentally burden interstate
commerce violate the commerce clause if those burdens are clearly
excessive In relation to the putative local benefits. A state
statute that affirmatively discriminates either in effect or on its
face is subject co a higher level of scrutiny. In such instances,
the state must demonstrate that the statute serves a legitim ate
local purpose that cannot be served as well by available

nondisoriminatory means. A state statute which discriminates on
its face is subject to strict scrutiny. Mfliilff-Ti-.larlsc, 106 s.

Ct. at 2447.

Although the proposed legislation la intended to further

a legitim ate loaal purpose (protection of Alaska's natural
resources), it appears to discriminate on its face against
interstate commerce and would thus likely trigger the highest
standard of judicial review—strict scrutiny. Since it is likely

that the state has pondiscrimlInatory alternatives available to it
to achieve the same result Intend by HB 490 (for example, by
retaining the statutory status quo, or defining terms suah as
"purchase™ and "sale"™), the proposed legislation could be held
unconstitutional. See 1IsJ.

V. Have There Been other Lawsuits Umteiftrticle-/,- 16To5,920?

We do not have a record-keeping system that will readily
allow us to give you a specific figure regarding the number of
cases brought under this statute. There have, however, been quite
a number of cases prosecuted, successfully, over the years for the
illegal purchase or sale of fish or game, both instate and under

the federal Lacy A at. 16 U.S.C, SS 3371-3378. me Lacy Act
establishes that it is a federal crime "to import, export,
transport, sell, receive, acquire, or purchase in interstate or
foreign commerce » ¢ . any fish or wildlife taken, possessed,
transported, or sold in violation of any law or regulation of any
State or in wviolation of any foreign law." X1. at Section
3(a) (2) (A).

JTK:do

cc: Liza Gay, A ssistant Attorney General

Lance Nelson, Assistant Attorney General
Deborah Behr, Regulations Attorney

2tje ff\HB490.mem

TOTAL P.04



20 JUNEAU EMPIRE, THURSDAY, MARCH S 1902

Sale of black-bear gallbladders leads to murder

By BILLORDINE

KMOHT«OOUNUNMHM

| n a place where homicide U exceptionally com-
mon, the circumstance* In the murder of
Haeng Gu Lee In New Y ork City were decided-
ly uncommon.

Lee was stabbed five times and his throat was
slashed in his Brooklyn apartment In October. But It
wasn't the manner In which Lee died that made his
death unusual, but rather the suspected motive.

Police say the 39-year-old Korean businessman
was probably killed for his large cache of black-bear
gallbladders.

Some Aslans prize bear gallbladders for their me-
dicinal use and as a reputed aphrodlalac. Aa aresult,
the demand for bear gallbladders has recently driven
the price for the organs to astronomical levels.
Though the sale of edible game parts from animals
taken In the wild Is outlawed In Pennsylvania, the sale
ofanimal organs tslegal In New York and Lee had
been a supplier In the local Korean community, as
well as nationally, for years.

The several dozen bear gallbladders taken from
U-e's apartment were worth $400to $600 each on the
domestic market, according to law enforcement esti-
mates. Sold in a powdered form In pharmacies in
Asia, they could be worlh 30times as much.’

“This is obviously a unique and challenging case,"
said New York Detective Thomas Dades who Is Inves-
tigating the slaying. "We're dealing with a subject
that's pretty foreign to us, but we do know that the use
of bear gallbladders Is surprisingly popular and
there’s alot of money Involved.”

That some of Lee * Inventory came from Pennsyl-
vania black bears Is a strong possibility. Pennsylva-
nia has the second-largest bear population In the
Northeast United Slates next to Maine, and the Poco-
nos have become a favorite haunt for suppliers to New
York City's Aslan market.

In January, an 18-month Investigation by the Penn-
sylvania Game Commission bore fruit as officers
cited seven people, all of Aslan extraction, for either
lllegally buying or possessing animal parts.

The commission's Investigation of lllegal traffick-
ing In wildlife parts began In the fall of IMO when po-
tential buyers began frequenting the check atatlorts

Some Asians prize bear gallbladders for llieir medicinal use and as a
reputed aphrodisiac. As aresult, the demand for bear gallbladders
has recently driven the price for the organs to astronomical levels.

where hunters register the bears they have killed dur-
ing the slate’s three-day hunting season.

Commission authorities chased the buyers from
the check stations, but that did not deter the traffick-
ers, who merely set up shop a mile or sodown th:
road.

According to James Beard, an assistant director
with the commission's bureau of law enforcement, the
antics of the traffickers bordered on the comic.

"We have videotape of these people all wanting to
have their picture taken with a dead bear, holding its
head up or holding the paws. They all wanted a turn,"”
Beard said. "They use the pictures as a selling point
... that the gallbladder they're selling comes from this
particular Bear."

In January, authorities filed charges against the
seven people - Including a man and woman from El-
kins Park, Pa., - after searches ofa moUl-restauranl
In Paradise Township, Pa., a grocery store near
Stroudsburg, Pa., and two private homes yielded con-
traband Including bear gallbladders.

The resulting citations were for summary ofTenses
that carry Ones and no jail terms. So far, two peoplt
have pleaded guilty and have been fined a total of
$20,838; four cases are pending, and a warrant has
been Issued for a New Jersey man who cannot be lo-
cated.

Judy Mills, an investigator for the World Wildlife
Fund, finds the penalties relatively meager and cer-
tainly not much of a deterrent. In ner own 18-month
Inquiry Into the lllicit bear-parts market throughout
Asia. Mills discovered that abear gallbladder, freeze-
dried and powdered, could be sold overseas for more
than $200a gram. That works out to ayield of $15,000
to $25,000 for a single gallbladder.

"The populations of the Aslan black and brown
bears have been decimated,” Mills said. "In Korea,
the handful of bean left are a nailonal monument,

and it is illegal to sell anything Irom an Asian bear.
But those countries still pcrmu 'he importation of
North American bears. With prices like that, you can
imagine the pressure that will be pul on the bear pop-
ulation here.

The chemical produced by bear gallbladders is
ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA), and bear gallbladders
have been used as a popular Ingredient in Oriental
medicine for 3,000 years to relieve human liver and
gallbladder disorders. The Japanese have been able to
synthesize UDCA, but traditionalists still crave the
real thing.

To meet the demand for UDCA, the Chinese have
begun to "farm " bears, keeping them penned in tight,
restrictive cages and surgically inserting a tube di-
rectly into the animal’s gallbladder to "m ilk" the
valuable chemical.

So far, though, the most expedient way for Asian
users to obtain Dear gallbladders Is to import them
from North America, where thi ee-quarters of the
world's approximately one million bears still prowl.

Last week, bear experts from around the world
met at a conference of the International Bear Associa-
tion In Missoula, Mont. At the conference, Mills and
her husband, Chris Scrvheen, a biologist, presented a
paper detailing the findings of theih investigations.

"Imagine Inis,” Mills said. "There are about one
million bears In the world, and there are one billion
potential users of bear galls.”

The IBA governing body went on to recommend to
the Convention on International Trade and Endan-
gered Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES), aconser-
vation group that spawns treaties between govern-
ments, that it place the North American black bear on
alist that would require origination documentation for
Imported bear parts. CITES meets this month in Kyo-
to, Japan.

Proponents of placing the North American bluck

hour in such a category say that it would help slow the
killing of Asian bears - whose gallbladders are al-
most indistinguishable from those of their North
American cousins - because merchants can easily
pass off Aslan bear gallbladders as those of North

American bears. The listing, proponents say, would at .

least discourage poaching in this country.

Still, the recommendation Is not universally em-
braced, even among conservationists. For instance,
Pennsylvania Game Commission bear expert Gary
All Is skeptical that the special listing would help
much.

Alt soi» he believed the listing "just adds a layend
bureaucracy and much more paperwork to the task of
managing wildlife, and it may Invite a lot of litigation
because there is no evidence that the North American
bear population has been reduced. | don't think this
helps the animals or the people - unless you happen
to be an attorney."

"I've asked the question, 'How many game prolec-
tors are finding bears in the forest with ine
gallbladders removed and their paws cut off?' (Bear
paws are an Asian soup delicacy.) It's just not hap-
pening very much, and although it's an individual
atrocity when it happens, statistically, it's not even
measurable.”

Commission law enforcement officials agree that
there has been little, if any, evidence ofoutright
poaching In th? state for the purpose of supplying the
Aslan market with bear parts. But they are concerned .
that the arrests In January may have been just the
opening shot of an assault on Pennsylvania's bear ;
population.

"Poaching - taking bears out of season, killing
them in their dens, setting out bait - has been our
concern," said David Overcash, a wildlife conserva-
tion officer in Monroe County.

“Locals hear about how much money is involved,
and you don't know how that will make a difference If
the prices I've seen arc right, you could kill 10bears,
hop a plane (to Asia) and rmke a quick quarter-of-a-
milllon dollars."

Said Beard, "Considering the demand uul there fur
the gallbladders, people are going to (usel every
means possible to gel bear."

Including, appurcnlty, the murder uf lluciig Gu

<



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA _
1932 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PILL O HE 490
Revision Date: 3/27/92 Department Affected: Fish and Game
Title: Prohibiting sale of bear parts and BRU: Wildllife Conservation

possession of more than one bear nail bladder Component: Wildlife Conservation
Sponsor. Representative Grussendorf
Eegueatl%:reSH/Ruse Reso%rces CommﬂEeBO“arS)COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Xpen evenues: (Inousanas o

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SERVICES
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & 0 0 0 0 0 0
STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
REVENUE FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars) *

GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
SOURCE:

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year Impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Prepared By: Geron Bruce Phone: 465-4100

Division: Commissioner's Office Date: 4/2/92
Approved by Commissioner:

Agency: Department of Fish and Game Date:

Distribution (by pr«p»r»r): L«g. Tin., t*ql»I»tl»* 9pon»or, R«qu.«tor, OKB/DBR, Cor. Lsqgls. OSC., t Xapnctsd Agency(l«a).

Ut 10/7/91 i



STATE OF ALASKA
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision D ate:

Title:

"An Act prohibiting the sale or purchase

of parts of bears.”

Sponsor: Representative Grussendorf

Requestor: International Trade and Tourism

Expenditures/Revenues:

OPERATING
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOQUS

(Thousands of Dollars)

FY 93 FY 94

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0-

CAPITAL

REVENUE
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND -0- -0-

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER
FUND SOURCE:

TOTAL
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME -0- -0-

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact:
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Please see the attached analysis.

I J.

Richard I. Ppques. pirector/
Administrative lices EL1

Prepared by:
Division:

ft

TxIf,
Charles* E. Cole. Attornggfjeneral

Approved by Commissione/:
Agency: Department of Law

FISCAL NOTE
BILL NO. CSHB 490 fITH

Department Affected:
BRU:

Department of Law
Prosecution. Leojl Services
Component: Prosecution « All
Legal Services - Operations

COMPONENT SERIAL

85 through 91, and 93

FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
0 -0- 0 0
0 -0- 0 0
0 -0- 0 0
Phone: A65-3672
Date: March 16. 1992
inb"
Date: March 16. 1992

Distribution (by preparer). Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc., & Impacted Agency(ies).

Rev 10/07/91

Page of



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

For Bill/Resolution No. CSHB 490 (ITT)

The Special Committee on International Trade and Tourism
substitute for HB 490 amends AS 16.05.920 by adding a new section

that would prohibit the sale or purchase of parts of bears. A
person who violates this prohibition would be guilty of a class C
felony. A lthough the current version of the Dbill abandons the
concept of prohibiting the import or export of animal parts
contained in the original bill, which we felt might have
constitutional problems, we recommend that the committee substitute
be further revised to clarify and strengthen some of the bill's
provisions in accordance with state crimirn.l law standards.
Department of Law attorneys are already working with committee
staff to draft the needed revisions. We do not believe that this
bill will have a fiscal impact for our department, because it seeks

to clarify the state's existing authority to exercise authority
over the sale of game parts.

page 2 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 490(ITT)
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision D ate : Department Affected: Pnhlir Safety
Title: "An Act prohibiting the sale OF_ BRU: Fish & Wildlife Protection
..purchase of bear_paris— Component: Enforcement and ISU
Sponsor: Representative Grussendorf-

Requestor: Houst; Judiciary__ COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollar?, (inflation not included)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0* *0* -0- -0- -0- -0-
CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
REVENUE -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER
FUND SOURCE:

TOTAL -0- -0* «0- -0* -0- -0-
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact:_

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

No fiscal impact upon the division of Fish & Wildlife Protection is anticipated.

Prepared By: Gayle A-HQretski_ Phone: 465-4322

Division: Commissioner’s Qffifca Date: 3/11/92
Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department of Puhlic Safety Date: 3/11/92.

Diatribution (by praparar): Lag. Fin., Lagialaliva Sponaor. Raquaator, OMB/DBR. Gov. Lagia. Ofc.. & Impaciad Agancy(iaa).

Rav 10/7/91 Paoa 1 of



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 490

1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision D ate: Department Affected: Department of Law

Title: "An Act relating topossession of fish. BRU: Prosecution. Lena! Services

game, or aquatic plants.” Component: Prosecution - All

Sponsor: Representative Grussendorf Legal Services - Operations

Requestor: Representative Grussendorf COMPONENT SERIAL L__J

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars) 85 through

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEQOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -0- *0- -0- *0- -0-

CAPITAL

REVENUE
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER -
FUND SOURCE:

TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact:

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Please see the attached analysis.

Prepared bv: RicieaddL Reswes, DirecXy Phone; 465-3672
Division: Admimigstattiv-eSemnvicife V, 7) [.--fl/™1 Date: March 2. 1992

Approved by Commissioner: Charles E. Cole. Attorney General
Agency: Department of Law \Y Date: March 2. 1992

91, and 93

FY 98

-0-

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc., & Impacted Agency(ies).

Rev 10/07/91
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CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

For Bill/Resolution No. HB 490

This bill amends AS 16.05.920(a) to provide that a person
may not export or import fish, game, or marine aquatic plants
unless perm itted by AS 16.05 - AS 16.40 or by a regulation adopted
under AS 16.05 - AS 16.40. The existing statute already prohibits
the taking, possession, transportation and sale or purchase of
fish, game, and marine aquatic plant resources, except as perm itted
by law or regulation. The bill seeks to clarify existing law by
reaffirming the state's regulatory control over these resources.
However, we believe that the terms export and import, as broadly
used here, will invite constitutional challenges as violative of
the Commerce Clause of the United States Constitution. A recent
criminal case, which is on appeal before the court of appeals,
qguestions the extent of the state's authority to exercise
jurisdiction over the sale of game parts from other states. At
this point, it might be more helpful to hear the court's answer,
before the law is changed.

page 2 of 2
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SPEAKER OF TH" HOUSE

MEMORANDUM
To: Rep. Cliff Davidson
Chairman _
Htfase Resources Committee
From: RepyBen Grussendorf
Date: April 2, 1992
Re; House Bill 490 (Judiciary)

"An Act prohibiting the sale or purchase ofparts of bears and
prohibiting the possession of more than one bear gallbladder."

Thank you for scheduling a hearm? on House Bill 490, of which | am the
prime sponsor. | introduced the bill in resgonse to a growm? Problem: the
llegal traffic in bear parts - particularly bear paws and gallbladders. The
traffic in these parts is b|% business; in some parts of Asia and the Far East, a
good quality bear gallbladder can sell for as much as $4600 per ounce, bear
paw soup for $100 or more per bowl. | have attached to this memo some
recent articles that illustrate the lucrative nature of this activity and the
problems it is causing.

Although it has been illegal to s d bear parts in Alaska since the early 1980's,
the prohibition has been by Board of Game regulation, the violation of which
is only a misdemeanor. Because the profit potential for this t?/pe ofactivity is
s0 high, I believe that offenders are willing to take the risk ofa misdemeanor
charge as a "cost of doing business." House Bill 490 gJudlmary) makes it a
class C felony to traffic in bear parts; the penalty is up to five years injail and
a fine of up"to $100,000. The bill also makes it a class A misdemeanor to
knowingly possess more than one hear gallbladder.

The Judiciary version of the bill was drafted after discussions with the
Departments of Law, Public Safety, Fish & Game. I supportit, and | hope the
House Resources Committee will join me.



IN brief

Poached bears reported

Fish and Wildlife Trooper Jim Pagel
has been investigating the clang of five
black bears that were shotand wasted at
the head of Caroll Inlet The bears were
killed sometime in late September 1991.
The poacher took very little from the
animals, according to a press release
from the Alaska State Troopers. The
bears' bodies were found ana reported
by a hunter, Pagel said.

Pagcl estimated that the bears were
dead for four days when they were
discovered. The bears* coats'were in
prime shape, Pagcl said. One of them
was a large, tropny size bear, he said.

The five bears were shot by apoacher
using a high powered rifle, the release
said. Pagcl said the poacher used asmall
skiff or canoe to get up the river at the
head of the inlet.

The Alaska Fish and Wildlife Safe-
guard Program is offering areward of up
to $1000 for information that leads to
the arrest of whoever is responsible for
killing the bears.

Pagel declined tospecify for the record
what was taken from the bears so as not
to compromise the investigation.



Big bucks
bait bear

poachers

Gallbladder demand
greases black market

By JOE HUNT

TIMES WRITER

Poachers in the Lower 48 and black market en-
trepreneurs in Alaska are prospecting a potential
gold.mine in illegal animal parts, wildlife law en-
forcers said.

The unwanted gallbladder from brown and
black bears, left to decay in the AJaska bush, is
valuable in Asian countries for its medicinal
properties.

"It’s almost getting to the point where it’s
valued as much as cocaine,” said Dave Pemngton,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service enforcement officer.

The highest quality gallbladders have been
known to sell for as much as 54,600 an ounce in
Korea, rouglily 13times the going price for gold.

Gallbladders more commonly sell for $200-51,000
each on the Asian market, according to wildlife
protection officers specializing in the animal pans
trade.

In addition, bear paw soup, served at the best
restaurants in Seoul, is considered a rare cultural
delicacy sold for 5100 or more a bowl.

It has been illegal to sell bear parts in Alaska
since the mid-1980s. But the state's abundance of
animals and wide-open, year-round hunting season
creates an opportunity waiting to be exploited, they
said.

“There are indications people are approaching
hunters to keep the gallbladders (for sale or
trade)," said Chuck Parker, special agent with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

"There’s too much money to be made for people
not to be dealing in this stuff. I1t’s a big problem, but
how big a problem we don’t know," he said.

National Park Service rangers said they are
aware of the potential in Alaska. "To our knowl-
edge the problem in the parks is to a large degree
theoretical,” said ranger Steve Shackelton ™It’s
one of the nightmares we don't want to see occur
up here."

Last month, a shipment of 173 black bear gall-
bladders from Canada, worth up to SlUJOeach on
the Asian market, were seized at Anchorage Inter-
national Airport. The package, from a dealer In

See Bears, page B5
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there is a legitimate use for them
does not make good sense to
Kirn. He said he would like to see
the gallbladders made available
as long as the bears were taken
by legitimate meaas.

Oriental stores are no longer
allowed to sell bear parts in any
form. Pills and natural medi-
cines produced in Asia contain-
ing minute amounts of animal
parts are as illegal as selling the
galls outright.

Jun Ro, a grcer at Seoul
Oriental Food Store in Anchor-
age, said people occasionally ask
for the medicines. It is usually
requested by children wanting to
buy it for their parents, he said.

Investigator Cook said his re-
search of the Asian traditions has
shown the gallbladder is prized
for its powers to increase stam-
ina. It is not an aphrodisiac as is
often rumored, he said.

Western medicine has shown
bear gallbladders to have some
potential for dissolving gall
stones in humans, he said. But
Cook cautioned that it would be a
mistake to mix western medicine
with traditional Oriental beliefs.

"If | wanted to increase my
stamina, in western medicinal
thought 1 would take multiple
vitamins,” he said. “In eastern
culture. 1 would ingest certain
anatomical parts of animals that
exhibited great stamina — like
the black bear."

The high price of the black
market trade gives the black
bear the same potential for ex-
ploitation as the black rhino of

Africa, Cook said. Poachers
seeking the rhino's prized hom
for Oriental medicines have
made it an endangered species.

Craig McClure inspects pack-
ages at Anchorage International
Airport for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service to guard against
illegal import and export of ani-
mals and their parts. He h-»s con-
fiscated bear gallbladders and
medicines made with black rhino
and sees the correlation.

“It’s the same concern we
have over black bears,” he said.
"What happens when the market
gets so viable people start to
shoot black bears just because
they can get X number of dollars
for the gallbladders.”

Hunting guides in Alaska used
to be solicited by Asian dealers
before the sale of animal parts
was banned. Joe Klutch, presi-
dent of the Alaska Professional
Hunters Association, said his
assistant guides used to keep
gallbladders as a way to make
extra money during the guiding
season. They could get between
$75 and $300 for gallbladders, he
said.

The remoteness of Alaska
helps reduce the profitability of
poaching. The most efficient way
to acquire gallbladders would be
through the guides, officials said.

All that has ended, Klutch
said. "l haven’t even heard any-
one discuss it in the last two or
three years. It's just nothing any-
body in the industry would want
to risk."
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Officers seize | ;

ie Associated Press

Bear gall bladders valued up to
175,000 have been seized at Anchorage
ntemational Airport by Fish and
Jildlife Protection officers.

The 173 gall bladders were being
nipped to Anchorage by a Canadian
nimal parts dealer, the state Depart-
ment of Public Safety said in a release,
hey were seized at the airport Sun-
ay.

Yl'he shipment was addressed to
haries Choi, 37, and Bong Kim. 45.

me rairoanns campus.

ti*44 WMW>«  m

both of Anchorage. The department
wouldn't say if the men had been
arrested, but said that potential char-
ges against the men include smuggling
and violations of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act.

An investigation is continuing by
Fish and Wildlife Protection, the U.S.
Customs Service and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

It is believed the bladders were from
Canadian black bears and were to be
shipped on to Asia. The public safety

M b LI tiQ

bear bladders worth $: 5 10

department estimated that the street
value of the "arts in Asia could be as
high as $175,000.

Joe Campbell, a Fish and Waildlife
Protection trooper, said Tuesday that
the bladders ana other animal parts
are wused in traditional Asian folk
medicines to treat a variety of ail-
ments, including heart disease, arthri-
tis and blood disorders.

Campbell wouldn’t say how Fish
and Wildlife Protection learned of the
shipment.



are restricted to bringing in no more than 5400
of such prepared medicine per person 0- Lee,
pers. comm., December 1990; S. Song, pcrs.

comm., December 1990).
South Korea’s last wild bears were

declared Natural Monument 329 in 1982,
which gave them official protection from hunt-
irg taking, possession, and trade (Law for the
Protection of Cultural Properties, No. 3644, 31
December 1982). Operating a bear farm in
South Korea requires a license. Selling whole
live bears for their galls is allowed under certain
circumstances (see “Hunting” and “The Bear
Market” in this chapter).

The new Animal Protection Act passed
in May 1991 apparently does not cover bears
{TheKorea Times, 18 July 1991).

Law Enforcement

The law protecting South Korea's last
wild bean is enforced and, whether for reasons
of scarcity, legality, or practicality, certain
aspects of the bear trade have disappeared. “Into
the late 1960s it was quite possible, during a
stroil along the back alleyways of Seoul, to see a
man standing behind the carcass ofa bear — fur
and all — convincing a rapt audience of men
that they would live longer lives if they con-
sumed bear flesh,” expatriate Gertrude Ferrar
wrote in an early edition of Insight Guides
Korea (date unknown).

Hunting

Though designation as a “natural mon-
ument"” protects South Korea's bears from sport
hunting, poaching still occurs on occasion. In
May 1983, the year after the species became
protected under national iaw, a 10-ycar-old
female bear was found on Mt. Sorak near death
from a gunshot wound (Korea Herald1 5 June
1983). A Korean man was later arrested for ille-
gal hunting under cultural property’ protection
and firearms control laws (Korea Herald, 7 June
1983) and sentenced to two years in prison

rilt
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{Korea Herald 21 August 1983). Alter the bear
died, the Cultural Properties Maintenance
Bureau sold its gallbladder at public auction for
nearly $64,000 (at the 1991 exchange rate) to
the operator of an herbal medicine clinic (Korea
Herald, 11 June 1983). In another round of
public bidding, 51 kilos of the bears meat were
sold for more than $2,000 {Korea Herald i1
June 1983). Two people offered to buy rhc
bear's hide for more than Si million {Korea/ rr-
ald 25 May 1983), but the Ministry of Culture
opted to mount the hide and display it at a zoo.
These prices illustrate some Koreans’ pro-
nounced preference for their native bears and
how price escalates with scarcity.

Bears as Medicine

In Korean, bear gallbladder is called
ungdarmn From what we have seen, Koreans are
perhaps the most dedicated of ail Asians to the
use of bear gallbladder as medicine — more so
than the Chinese, who originated the practice.
Some Koreans are willing to pay more for bear
gall and go to greater lengths to get it than peo-
ple of any other nationality. When possible,
many prefer to see the gallbladder taken from
the bears body to ensure authenticity, and they
are known to have had bears killed before them
or on videotape for this purpose (Mills 1991;
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service agents, pers.
comm., 1990-1991).

This dedication to the use of bear gall
probably is due to a number of factors. Chinese
medicine began to influence Korean medicine as
early as 57 b.c. (Pang 1984). Hanyak, the Kore-
an term for traditional medicines such as bear
gallbladder, literally means medicine {yak) from
Chinas Han Dynasty, which dated from 204
b.c. to 260 xd. (Pang 1984). Korea's isolationist
policies, which won it the name “The Hermit
Kingdom,” kept Western medicine out of the
country until 1884 (Pang 1984). By the 1950s,
the majority of Koreans probably still icceived
their health care from practitioners of hanbang,
the traditional Korean medicine that took root

IN RtARS AND BEAR PARTS



from Chinese medicine (Pang 1984). In the
throes of industrialization and modernization in
the 1990s, Koreans remain devoted to ancient
traditions such as ancestor worship, filial piety,
tonic foods, and herbal medicine (N. Han, pers.
comm.. May 1991). The latter is illustrated by
the thousands of hanbangclinics and the count-
less herb dealers dispensing hanyak medicines in
South Korea. Superimposed on this national
loyalty to tradition is an increased interest in
health tonics fueled by nev/found affluence
{Chung-Ang Il Bo [newspaper], 16 July 1991)
and a widely held belief in bear gall as a power-
ful cure for almost anything (Korea Herald, 17
July 1991). The head of a traditional medicine
ciinic was quoted as saying bear gall purges all
toxins from the human body, helps serious liver
ailment, and is a highly effective treatment for
diabetes, high blood pressure, palsy, fever, and
hemorrhoids {Taegu Daily Mail, 12 April 1991).

When asked about bear gall, a Korean-
American friends mother, who lives in Seoul,
said matter-of-facdy that “bear galls are import-
ed from China and the U.S.” (K. Kwak, pers.
comm., July 1990). In fact, Koreans arc rather
infamous in China, Thailand, and the U.S. for
their penchant for bears and bear gall. Koreans
have been arrested in all three countries in con-
nection with the illicit sale of bears and/or their
parts. Koreans continue to be caught leaving
China with bear galls hidden under the: cloth-
ing (see China chapter), in July 1991," tai law
enforcement officials raided a farm outside
Bangkok that catered to Korean tourists. Along
with the establishments Korean manager and a
number of Korean tourists dining on bear meat,
they found several living bears, several freshly
killed bears, and records of sales of bear gall-
bladders and bear banquets (see Thailand chap-
ter). In the U.S., one of the latest in a series of
law enforcement cases involving Koreans buying
bear galls occurred in Aprii 1991. when 173
bear gallbladders addressed to two Koreans liv-
ing in Alaska were seized at .Anchorage Interna-
tional .Arrport (.Anchorage Daily News, 24 April
1991). The galls were believed to be bound fo;

ciuprn six

Asia. Chinese medicine merchants in Hong
Kong and Malaysia describe Koreans as among
their best customers. Between December 1990
and February 1991, more than 100 bears were
killed at a Japanese bear farm. All of their gall-
bladders reportedly were shipped to Korea
(Anon., pers. comm., June 1991).

Between 1985 and 1989, South Korea
officially imported 25 kilograms of bear gall
(TRAFFIC Japan memo to K. Johnson, dated 5
August 1991). In 1990, official statistics show
another 7.8 kilos were imported (Science and
Technology Office, U.S. Embassy, Seoul).
Between 1980 and 1983 alone, South Korea
imported 330 live bears (Milliken 1985). The
next year, 1984, CITES signatories reporter
exporting another 52 live bears to South Korea
(CITES .Annual Report data). Because South
Korea is not a CITES party and therefore under
no obligation to report its trade in bears and
bear pans, these data represent an incomplete
and conservative picture of total South Korean
bear impons.

Bears as Food

While bear paw dishes are considered
Chinese food, they are nonetheless served in
South Korea at Chinese restaurants (see “The
Bear Market” in this chapter). Like the Chinese,
Koreans regard bear meat as a “tonic” food for
strengthening the human body. This belief is
best illustrated by the 30 bears smuggled out of
Thailand to South Korea to fortify Korean ath-
letes for the 1988 Olympic Games (see Thai-
land chapter).

Bears as Pets

To our knowledge, bean are not popu-
lar pets in South Korea.



Bears as Food

Some Taiwan diners reportedly favor
restaurants serving bears paw (Asiaweek, 16
February 1990). The front paws arc preferred
(Wang 1989). A game-shop survey now in
progress further documents a demand for bear
paws (H. Chen. pers. comm., June 1991) that
has survived enactment of Taiwan’s Wild, ifc
Conservation Law.

Bears as Pets

It has become “chic” in Taiwan to keep
wild animals as pets, according to a report in the
Free China Journal (28 July 1991). There cur-
rently are 140 bean registered with the Taiwan
government as pets, of which about 120 are sun
bean imported form Southeast Asia (H. Chen,
pen. comm., June 1991). No one has yet cen-
sused unregistered bears (Y. Chang, pers.
comm., June 1991). Despite the Wildlife Con-
servation Law, pet shops continue to sell bean.
Sun bears usually sell for just under 52,000,
while Asiatic black bean can sell for more than
S5.500 (H. Chen, pers. comm., June 1991).

We went on a walk with two sun bears
bought recently bv the owner of a small leather-
goods shop in dcvntown Taipei. It is not
uncommon for business owners to place bears
outside their establishments to attract customers
(Wang 1989). Both of the leather-shop bears
were purchased illegally ts cubs from Taipei pet
stores for between 51,800 and 52,600. Both
bean had been declawed. The male bear is two
years old and spends his days on a three-foot
chain atop a ledge outside of the shop. The
female is one year old and lives in a three- by
lour-foot cage inside the shop. Now that the
bears are neariy full grown, the owner finds
them difficult to care for. He would like to sell
them to recoup their purchase price. He is angry
that the Wildlife Conservation Law makes it
iilegal for him to do so.

Some ownen of unwanted pet bears sell
them to game shops and tell the government

THE ASIAN TRADE

that they died of some illness, according to
Chen. He also has heard reliable reports of
weary pet owners releasing their sun bears into
Taiwan forests. He has even had hunters tell
him talcs of taking sun bears in the wild or. Tai-
wan.

To date, there are no reports of Tai-
wanese farming bears for their bile. However,
Chen had interviewed a man in Kaohsiung who
keeps more than 20 bears in captivity and refus-
es to talk about his purpose for keeping so many
bears.

THE BEAR MARKET

We checked for bear galls along and
around Taipeis Di Hua Street, which is famous
for its scores of Chinese apothecaries. Medicine
shops from other parts of the island send repre-
sentatives here to buy bear galls for their stock.
Approximately 10 shop owners refused to talk
because, they said, other foreigners had come
around in the past investigating the trade in
rhino horn for international conservation
groups. In all, 34 medicine shops with person-
nel willing to talk were checked (Table 9). Some
shopkeepers were more forthcoming than odi-
ers. Thirty of 34 said they sold bear gallbladder.
Among the four shopkeepers who said they did
not have bear gall, one claimed the practice ran
counter to the owners’ Buddhist beliefs, one said
he did not wish to break the new conservation
law, and another said his shop had just opened
so he hadnt yet had time to stock bear gall. The
fourth simply told us he did not sell it and
refused to say more.

In one shop, we saw a tray full of 25 to
30 whole galls, allegedly all taken from Asiatic
black bears in Southeast Asia. In another shop,
whole galls came sealed by the dozen in plastic
bags. Some shops displayed partial galls, their
sacks broken open where shopkeepers had been
scooping out crystalline bile salts to sell by .he
gram. Most displayed glass jars filled with
opaque brownish-gold, brownish-red, or brown-
ish-green bile salts. Dealers claimed that loose

IN BEARS AND BEAR PARTS



bile crystals arc preferred by Taiwan users and
are more expensive. Gallbladders and jars or bile
salts were not hidden in a safe place as were
those in South Korea, nor were they displayed
prominently as in Hong Kong. Most often, they
were in a discreet location, usually behind the
counter or behind jars of other more common
ingredients such as pearls or gazelle horns.

Prices ranged from $8 to $30 per gram,
making a wnole gallbladder of average weight
worth S800 to $3,000. The broad range in pric-
ing probably was due to several reasons, includ-
ing the fact that some of the shops were whole-
sale outlets. The perceived quality of the bile
was another variable. Country’ of origin, coior,
and bear species were all mentioned as pricing
factors, though some sellers said only the color
was important.

Many shop owner: expressed a prefer-
ence for Chinese bears. Taiwan bears were also
favored. However, other dealers claimed bears
from India produced the best medicinal bile.
One man read from a medical text that specifi-
cally recommended the gallbladders of bears
from Chinas Jilin, Heilongjiang, and Yunnan
provinces. Many shopkeepers said the gallblad-
der of Southeast Asian bears was of lesser quali-
ty. One wholesaler said he preferred bear galls
from Southeast Asia because he beiieved all
those from China were now from captive-bred
bears. A buyer for another shop stated that the
best bear galls come from coider climates. He
mentioned both northern China and Alaska
specifically. He said galls from the lower 48
states were too small — an opinion expressed by
others as well. But those from Alaska are iarge
and, therefore, very desirable. This buyer said he
bought most of his galls rrom a Hong Kong
broker, but said people from Wisconsin once
came to his shop selling gallbladders from
American bears. He repeatedly asked if we had
galls to sell. .Another shopkeeper said that, while
gallbladders from the iower ~8 states were not as
good as those from .Alaska, he felt assured they
were authentic because bear hunting is iegai in
the United States. Yet another said that bear gall

CHAPTtIt t1£VES

is so scarce that one cannot be particular about
what country it comes from.

Color variations, in order of preference,
are goiden-brown, reddish-brown, greenish-
brown, and black. There was unanimous agree-
ment that golden bile was the best. What was
referred to as SO0 gallbladder, gold-colored bile
salts from Chinese bears, was most highly val-
ued, while the nearly black bile salts of the
Malayan sun bear were said to be least coveted.
One merchant told us that coior is what gives
farmed bile away as inferior. This man also said
that color is determined by the season when a
bear is killed and the mechod by which it dies.

Some shopkeepers said Asiatic black
bears yielded the most effective gall followed by
brown bears. At least one shopkeeper said it was
the other way around. One explained that polar
bears eat too much fish, therefore their bile salts
take on an unpleasant taste. Another said
Himalayan black bean yield ire best bile. Most
agrc d that Malayan sun bears were less desir-
able. One man declared that the gallbladders of
ail bear species have the same efficacy, as long as
they are hung to dry' rather than drying flat.

Two merchants mentioned that some
unscrupulous sellers will inject gallbladders fresh
from a bear with either pig bile or soil so that
they become heavier and, therefore, more valu-
able after drying. Shopkeepers mentioned the
problem of fake galls, but claimed they couid
tell the real thing from a fake based either on
experience or by various tests. When placed in
water, a sample of real bear bile will spiral to the
bottom of the glass, one apothecary said.
Another ssvore by dropping a bit in dusty water.
If it is the real thing, he said, the dust will disap-
pear. Yet another shop spokesman recommend-
ed dropping the bile in water, If it rises straight
as it dissoives. then it is from a Dear. The bile of
any other animal will dissolve a: the bottom of
the giass, according to this source. Several shop
owners claimed that taste was another factor in
positively identifying real bear bile. Some insist-
ed we try a taste test ourselves and piaccd a tiny
bit on our tongues. The bile cissoivea slowlv in



Table 9.

Sampling of Bear Gall Prices in Taiwan Shops (June 1991).

Shop ~Location

1/ Taipei

2 [Taipei

3 [Taipei

4 | Taipei

5/ Taipei
6 / Taipei
7 | Taipei
8/ Taipei

9 / Taipei

10 / Taipei

11 / Taipei

12 / Taipei

13 / Taipei

Bear Gall

Sold

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes
Yes
No
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Price

N/A

520/gram

S25/gram

N/A

S25/gram
Not given
N/A

Not given

$28/gram

S20/gram

$30/gram

Sl 3/gram

$20/grarr.
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Slated Origin

N/A

N ot specified

Not specified

N/A

Not specified
Not specified
N/A

Not specified

Not specified

Nor specified

Not specified

China

Not specified

Comments

Bear gall too expensive and
Buddhist owners believe it%
wrong to kill bears for medicine.

1 partial jar of golden crystals
and 1 full jar of reddish-brown
crystals .een.

Shopkeeper reluctant to talk.
Said only that his bear gall was
smuggled into Taiwan.

Shop owners said they did not
wish to break the law.

1whole gallbladder seen.
Shopkeeper reluctant to talk
None.

Shopkeeper reiuctant to talk.

2 whole gallbladders seen.
Shopkeeper said Chinese galls are
best. Usually sells as pan of
mixture.

Shop owner said brown galls are
best, followed by black bears.
Malayan sun bear galls are “not
so good.”

Owner said Himalayan black
bear gallbladders are the best.

Most of his stock smuggled by
individuals in lots of 10-20. Sells
mainly for baby binn rite and in
mixture.

Owner sells about 10 bear galls
annually. Some customers buy
2-3 at a time, but most in mix
turc.

IN SEARS AND SEAR CARTS



Table 9 (continued).

Shop #/Locarion

14/ Taipei

15/ Taipei

16 / Taipei

17/ Taipei

IS / Taipei

19/ Taipei

2C/ Taipei

21 / Taipei

22 | Taipei

CHAPTER
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Bear Gall

Sold

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Price

S10-20/gram

N/A

S20/gram

S21/gram

S8/gram

S12-13/gram

Si5-30/gram

S3-22/gram

Stated Origin

Not specified

N/A

Hong Kong

Not specified

Not specified

Hong Kong,
USA

India,
Southeast Asia

China

Borneo,
Southeast .Asia,
China

Comments

Price depends on color. Golden
more expensive. Darker color is
cheaper.

Owner had no bear gall in stock
as store had just opened.

Owner sells more than 100 per
year. 3 whole galls seen, plus
crystals. Asiatic black bear galls
from Yunan Province on Main
land best. He seiis mainly for
child’ birth rite.

Owner said his stock smuggled
into Taiwan.

Employee said shop sells only
whole gails, but owner refused to
elaborate.

Shop seiis 1-2 kilogram of bear
bile crystals annually. The best
galls are from .Alaska or northern
China. Store’ buyer asked ifwe
were selling. Once bought from a
Wisconsin seller.

Three gails were shown. Priced
according to country of origin.
Indian are of higher quality. This
was awholesale shop oniy.
Owner said some customers buy
10 galls at a time.

Shop sometimes sells 150 grams
per year. Jar of crystals shown.
Supply smuggled by overseas
Chinese or boss buys in
Mainland China.

Jar of crystals shown. Taiwanese
prefer bile salts without the gall

bladder sack. Galls from Borneo
of lesser quditv.



Table 9 (continued).

Bear GalJ
Shop g/Locadon Sold Price
23 / Taipei Yes Sl 8/gram
24 | Taipei Yes S16-19/gram
25 / Taipei Yes S9-13/gram
26 / Taipei Yes Si 8/gram
27 [ Taipei Yes S15-16/gram

our mouths with a fizzing sensation. The taste
was overwhelmingly bitter, and the acrid after-
taste remained until we ate.

Many shops said they usually sold bear
gall mixed with pearl, cow gallstones, musk, and
amber. Reportedly, this is a powerful — and
expensive — tonic for the liver, heart, lungs,
stomach, and kidneys and is good for the skin as
well. Sometimes rhino horn, gazelle horn, oxi-
dized mercury (which is highly toxic when
ingested), coral, dried palm, ginseng, dried
insects, stalactites, and even gold are added for
an even more powerful and expensive tonic.

All shops mentioned the use of pure
bear biic in a birth rite for newborns. In fact,

rut

ASIAN TRADE

Stated Origin ~ Comments

India Jar of crystals shown plus 2
whole galls. Shoo sells as many as
5 galls per day and up to 100 per
year.

Cambodia, 3 whole galls and numerous

Thailand, empty gallbladder sacks shown

Malaysia pius 2 jars of crystals. Smuggled
by overseas Chinese who come to
university in Taiwan. Shop sells
many galls to Japanese and some
to South Koreans. Demand is
increasing.

India, Burma  Shop buys 3-4 kilograms of bear
gallbladder several times per year.
Japanese sometimes buy 20 kilo
grams at a time. Package of 12
galls shown.

Burma, Owner complained of irregular

Thailand, supply. Many galls available in

China spring.

“Tropics” Supplies are scarce. Bear gall

usually sold in mixture.

some shops said most of their gall sales were
intended for this purpose. At birth, a frar-.ion of
a gram of bear bile is placed on an infant’
tongue to “cleanse the blood" of poison passed
by the mother to the child in the womb. Shop-
keepers in Taipei medicine shops repeatedly
stated that bear bile “kills germs" and ‘“cleanses
the blood.”

People at three different shops men-
tioned that Japanese buy a lot of their bear gall.
One apothecary said she had sold 20 whole galls
to Japanese in the first five months of 1991.
Another shop owner said Japanese sometimes
buy bear gallbladders and cow gallstones 20
kilograms at a time.

IN BEARS AND SEAR PARTS



Table 9 (continued).

Bear Gall
mShop 4 /Location Sold Price
28 | Taipei Yes Si 8/gram
29 / Taipei Yes S16-20/gram
30 / Taipei Yes SI 8-25/gram
31 / Taipei Yes S25/gram
32/ Taipei Yes Not siven
33/ Taipei Yes S8-9/gram
34/ Taipei Yes S25/gram

One shopkeeper claimed his bear galls
are shipped in iegally from India. Most others,
however, admitted theirs were smuggled in. One
man said his stock was smuggled from China by
w'individuals” who carried 10 to 20 pieces per
trip. Another shop also said it depends on over-
seas Chinese to smuggle in supplies, except
when the boss goes to Mainland China himself
and smuggles galls home. Another shop said it
simpiv waits for strangers to come peddling bear
galls. Two shop owners said they buy from a dis-
tributor in Hong Kong, and one showed an
invoice from a Hong Kong export company to
prove he paid S12 per gram retail for the gall-
bladders he sells for $20 per gram. A woman

CHATTER ELEVEN

Stated Origin ~ Comments

"All over the Jar of crystals shown. Owner
world,” believes galls from USA arc
including authentic because hunting bears
Alaska is legal.

Worldwide Shop once sold 100 kilograms of

bear gall in a year’s time.

Southeast Asia  Whole galls are less per gram
than crystals. A tray of 25-30
whole galls shown, all said to be
from Asiatic black bears in

Southeast Asia.

China Owners reluctant to talk. Said
they sold 1-2 galls per year.

Thailand, Asiatic black bears yield the best

India, China medicine. Polar bears eat too
much fish. Owner reluctant to
talk.

Not specified ~ Owner very nervous about

talking. He said he kept his galls
away from the premises.

Not specified  Bear gall usually sold with other

ingredients.

shopkeeper stated that she sometimes buys from
overseas Chinese who come to Taiwan from
Southeast Asia, to attend college and bring 10 or
20 galls back with them to Taiwan after every
visit home. Another shop owner said he bought
nis stock from a Taiwanese broker who buys
bear galls from around the world, including
Alaska.

Some shops said they sold ten or fewer
bear gallbladders each year, while others claimed
to sell five to ten a day at times. One owner said
he sells more than 100 galls per year. A buyer
for another shop said he goes through one or
two kilograms of bile crystals annually. Another
owner said he buys three or four kilograms of



bear gall several times a year to me t the
demand. Yet another said once he sold 100 Kilo-
grams of bear galls in a year’ time.

We asked five expensive C'.rtoncse
restaurants in Taipei whether they served bear
paw. All said they no longer serve bear entrees,
citing the law, a shortage of bears in the wild, or
cruelty to animals as reasons. However, we are
not convinced bear paw is not .crved in Taiwan
restaurant and believe the matter deserves fur-
ther investigation.

After shopping for bear parts, we asked
Tang Hsiao-yu, chief of the Council of Agricul-
ture Conservation Division, about the open sale
of bear gallbladder in Taipei. He acted very sur-
prised. “Not in Taipei,” he said. “When?” He
then referred us to the city government, as each
city in Taiwan is responsible for enforcing the
national Wildlife Conservation Law. The cen-
tral government only wrote the law, he said. It
has no hand in enforcing it.

At the Taipei City Government
Department of Reconstruction, a five-depart-
ment municipal team is charged with enforcing
the Wildlife Conservation Law within Taipei
city' limits. This team is made up of members

with expertise in city government, police work,
education, zoos, and animal welfare. Their main
job is to inspect pet shops to sec if any illegal
trade is being conducted. In addition, they are
attempting to get owners of protected animals
and their parts to voluntarily register their hold-
ings. Since January 1991, 5,316 captive animals
fiom 81 protected species have been added to
the governments pet records, including one .Asi-
atic black bear and she sun bears. The enforce-
ment team is not looking at bear gall and other
protected species’ parts sold in Chinese
medicine shops due to lack of staff resources
and the problems associated with positively
identifying these parts as authentic Their prior-
ities at this time are registration of live animais
in captivity and an accounting of all ivory and
rhino horn in the possession of Taipei citizens.
Afterward, as of an as-yet-unspecificd date, citi-
zens caught with unregistered protected wildlife
will be prosecuted (Y. Chang, pers. comm., June
1991). Chang Yuan, a member of the Taipei
municipal team, said that stopping the sale of
bear gallbladders is not part of enforcement
efforts at this time.



T.'Jl rrVCt0 eh?t rlnarI r%z tOM[r D to4éhe (!rr
m%ﬁ?ﬂgl IPrI lmkf a"th t,iF |ct0r|

St
UEEG f(rnvgrnq dlls- ?Irslﬁr rﬁllllnga
. B z’“?

* Pull t,
I'rlrr Staplry admits 6 and

Poget 6 and 7

tlir aprr?rgst irligr

Theoffrarr Ties pris-
ar\(faf ﬁsﬁrrn

ng'ﬂsrd by e

grror m 4

SUPERFORM

By MATTHEW PINKHEY

OOVKKNMHNT srlinols
lure a shutdown siller a
meetini’ of Vlrtoria's two
MalN uUmicliit tinlon.s
yesterday

For tin- First timi‘. unions ren
ri'M -ntillll more Hum wtl.OOD
teachers liuvp num'll In co-
nrdinntc u series ol iialf day

.strikes which will HfTert iiiorr
(hull 500,000 students In 2H=)
.schools

According to Hie liemls ol Ilir
ViIrTorlan Rccoudury ‘renrhers
Association nnd Hie Federnled

Teachers Union ol Vh-lorni.
tenrher.s will hold a strike a
week throughout, the finirtli
term

Teachers a’e di ‘iiandliiK the
I'overnment reverse.. Huihtetile
clslons Hint will 'end (o Hie
breaking of Indu.slrlul ni;ree
nienls sic,ui'il last year

The co ordlnated strikes -
which will begin on October 7
are the Dent to he held shire Ilie
1000 disintegration of (he
Teachers Federation of Victoria
and the emergence of separate
secondary and primary teacher
unions

The half day sloiiuaces are in
nddlllon lo two ttl hour strikes
%T September 12 and Oibihet

AccordIni: to the liresidenl of
the VKTA. Mr lirian Henderson,
the Industrial rampalun will see
"unprecedented disruption o
the school system

News of tiie strikes came
the Education Minister. Mi |'ul
leu. admitted he li.id made a
mistake In slitmiu: Induslrr.il
nen'‘cmentswith teacher unions

In ail open letter lo teachers.
Mr l'ullen sanl stalling and con
dlttons nRrer'iiients had to lie
broken because ol the wotsemin;
economy

"With liuidsiitlit it may have
been a mistake to approve »lie
uKiccinerils." Mr 1’ullen wrote

« Continued Page 2
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.Victorian big gome hunter Peter

Staplcy with tﬁe antlers of o moose.

|# The shooter cr»d hit trophy . .
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mericas lllegal Wildlife Tradl

iy CONSTANCE J. POTEN Photographs by JOSIi AZEL contactpress images

‘or a thrill, a trophy, or a big payoff, America"s tyildlife isunder illegal
ttack. As greedy hunters, guides, and black marketeers do their busi-
less, two confiscated bighorns mark thisgruesome, growing problem.



I rapped in Ohio iiml illegally truclied lo South Carolina, these rctlfoxes ayents piehed iipthe trail ami arrested the violators, who were fined.
were /uirchoset! hy ity.ame farm for use as htmliny ipntrry. Wildlife uhies and tapeworm tests required that the foxes he destroyed.
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Acutiinint liSli mU| Wlldllfe I'niitisii. sm|”uln lu-
tVI” uupim 'fil ii ||||||/|rr/|| iisiir iluiu luisc lie
.sipnril in |ii ip iiiri slipiilnr.s uilsirrr snr/iiliirs-
linns US: pnr.s the liNMImi u /miulier's pants
rittin' f0ini tien e nea siiaeeies 200



Sel for Ihr nielli shift, Ruchshat—ii decoy for Delaware's fish mid Wild- drrr. Whrn poachers slioot, they yet urrrsird. Says (.'apt. Rich llurritt,
life Division—will stood riyid in <ipoacher's spotlight, just like a real “ltuckslwt never complains about the pay or the worliiny, conditions."



|[iifmii]i o MINIE LIMT I HETE>22  1eils 1< 1
mmil ili* Itimiir il ©orm Al lall” Kiiv (I
"H"nlil nn) 11iiiiliilir Hir illi |m] ii-r nl ailimil,
I i| niitlii iliprs, iiiir linllinii iiiimiir[hivvri
Sl M i ddidif 1\ liori, liiti WAll' iniliir-,
nli inn ., [Mimiiii, ni .ill In iiiin i rliii Ir - Wr’ir
I" me ,i Ini nl 1111111 Mill 1111r *

Snrnlv [iiiiiiil nl niv i.r-rin.nl invnlvrs

CLHEE Ee i) nidl Hir liMl;r 1 Hir lirsh nl 1in?
1% Jandl Im illlnir I .Aimlim

Nni =i, tin I,nr W iiirn l'aikri. 2 1kni-i
jif-nli nlill Ilir Salto i ('lull Inli'i tmliiMini, llie
l.ni‘isl Imllinr meant/alion ili llir World
"Irnphi Imnlmitilnr-n'l nllri | .iniin.il |in]in
11niii Il ,n lualli work Im Iir liiinil 11 Lil;r
ir nlil miluals nlil nl i liiil ™

I'nlil I'l'in Ilir Salim <'lull's, umsl ini'riril
mnv.iril ii‘iis pic.si‘iiled Im Lil.ini; Iir lop
I“inir .MMM nl Ninth Alilrl n,i I'IHilii 121t
inn |irisii.nin | Hir lindiil 1" ilim]i Hir lin.iiil
In*nn-r Hlir Ir-l nn ImInl linrr [SiulciIni epr
in Ilir tv.ilens, |n>|,ii lii*,ar, iiml ineuai 1is
iHill In 1lliiiit m Imnl llinn in Illir United
Stales r.nl.ri, n lop 'V winner, was inn
h.inpmitnu IHir -Kill "I nil FICLin|‘rilll iNIr\l
inil |11

Kurils sl/l  SMMM.-N li.ivr Im nnr
mi rale ill llir wild llial "|inil|ilr air
hilling Ilir |[hml;n li.iii 1 miss'," says
ari‘iil Srralfiinl In liis /nil tn

ihr irar'. lasi li p.il Mmilini primlIl "You
ilmi'l -it hiplmiii -lirrp mm rir.lil S'nii  nlil
nni ninir,” nisn WL Siiallmil - “I'm  hi
MiiMiili"-iil nmli, I <an <l ailia | i s.niinIm a
luclioiii Irnpliv IVnplr mn - in inm il Imuli
Hn|illir- lii,-M1inllrilm -Inllri Hinr Hrnillie
inn Innn/l's lliilkluni'lm Inr inns, amiilian
hr ivenlli  MZLillil I'oiplr pinnli mi spriilia
linn imsv "

I hieul lin*iiionl valiialilr lin animal linlas
i- lir i i, Im thr aiillriN nhmr Aini'in an rllit
millii  lc.pn ially Illreal mn taken linlli
miliimill pal K- n Inti tin livar.r has nni liriiu
ini-i an niitnhri mic nllh Soullt Kmraiis
"Apnllii‘i aiii*. si'll IIn-niin Sinill," .-ass Mon
UL ailllel Hr i Tinn Sihnilth'l " I'lirv slit
thrin I'lipn Hilii, liml izinsrnr. ami Inllis wvilh
llirni, iiirn >ipnr/i ihr lilmnl mil nl Thr horn
It's lilir a loan  Ihev lielievi il ivanls nil lin
I 1oills ™

I"lit pi‘oilmi* urn nnlh'is I'n li vr,ii, itmIli
SI Pin |sinInl I thr Tillnnl Tillril vrlvrl si,me
Ihr irstllinr llnmii in rll. iiiiii him: lias
nn milagedilli illiappinrnlivihirlk In‘Ini k
Ilir ram IlI's Al up In lIP,Mill a lir.nl for a
legally pun li.i-iil auiliiiil, hmh plitis makr
ir Irinplaliuli In llap u ikl rlk palplihlr

Ilia l-oti Uii.ilk «.i"i-1 .i"ii Smilli, lhr mamigei
nl ihr I’liama lL.aml mnl C'altlr (‘'miipani,
I.n rs a laivsinl liiiiii Nnv Mrxioi Im sjraliii|!
stair pruprilv. Smith, a small vuhiinii of a
man, aiirar pn prinnlls mlaiupnl hrilss'rru Ins
trclli, is rliareril nilii h'l frlunirs, im luilini!

miliiiii a KniiM'vrlirlk tinpliv, aformer &afiariv, rm krirrrim:, ami rinln'//h'liirul

<lulliliapler pirsiilrnl mnlilai Ini an outfitler
alnml  Imnl'- in Washington's Olyiiipii
Inlimuil I'ark  “1Ir ivaninl InsKip Ilir Imnl,"
.nrmillllin , an | US uiiilrn i.vrr aernl, Irlls
lir. “ami 'l IniXT Hir rll. ilrliirin] In Ilir
Srnillr an pm |

lii 1limpi-liliiin Im in,'"hi hunk animal’,
liimiri mil p.N it liiiii pin Mim Im
pini =" Wiii i N i nin wmiii al im-itli *Nm 1a
livii-ItipN lirliM rll lIn r.nnli - 111 Hm i liiiul
ri -iii" i Lill .nnlillin  inmil 'In <Inpiil,"

r WS .M 1" |ni | Mi'prl Il pilln Il
i inlull- pir*i|lr uli yniili In pimililr "

M.I'K.NLIF IIMMplE S| Init I N MNLIIN,

I .ni viarinmilnlii,iuni Imnlme ami lidling
YiLilim=,ami HT tiair MIVMi field nflii Min
all Alaska llial imlii alrstlieuiagiiihidenf Ilir
pnii iz pmirriu -

liii nnr of Ilir most prized Impliy largels.
Nmlli Amn iia’siiilil Nlirrp, IninlriN air ivill-
imi In pay mnrr llian f h)0,(li)0 al mn linn Inr

'I’lir I'uiiipany isai i nsril ni slrnling ami trails
purling mil nl slali* .'SO.OlIh ilullars' ivortli ul
mir,ralnrv ivilil rlk.

Slalrs air rethinking Ihr ui'ilmu ni game
lam liinr (Washington Inis nlieady millaivnl
il I'In lhr Wrsl dn/riis of game ram lies liavr
spinnr lip in llir past iln ailr Weuming law
haiis ptii an nn nrislap = rauir animals ami
I nil pinhihtl impiii lalinn ol rxiitii -pnir- Ihr
stall' In lirilig I'hallrmjnl In ™11 lu Il nl Iir
I %iiiipinl I Nnup Imhnir. ulm has hrru ilrniril
priunIN Imi a large game niilili Hul .r- Ilir
llamr lam lirsi:nllls

Mranuhilr, Yalniiis lirrl. piufrssui ni
rnvirmimrnlil mirm r ami Innings al llir | ni
irr-itv ul Calgary in Allierhi, prnlirls Dial
game i.milling will have lethal rrsulls liy
Nuvi'inlii'r I'l''/n a inajur millirrali of Imvinr
Inhrri ulusjs hinl spread IInmigli t’iimulian
I'amr L.n ins, ham |, says lii'isl, hirlk lirmighl

anliMnl <ii ngnisisin , vrsiviiimee 1j01

in liiiiii Montana | llr liirhlv ionlaeimi' ills
ran’ is lalal I" ailtunils anil isilrliililalme anil
ilil'lii nil lo Il i'ii) in Iminniis
Thrili‘rasrspirailfastri ili.iii.iiiimn .inln

ipalnl 111 Irinil 1 1'1°1 liraili a huiiiliril
Mmilana anil Camulian eamr hums nnr
plan‘ll niiih*i ipiaranlinr, anil srirriil herds
ivrir ilrslruyril liy April, Il prnplr Irslril
pusilivr, anil Ilir ilisrasr luul spread In ral Ill*
and pies "’I'lir tragedy,"” says (Jeist. "is lhal
Canadians have Inst Ilir advanlaerol Tlt-'er
slahis fur IInir tall hr, iiicauinp Ilir InsS nl
puh'niial markrls Tlirrusl isrslimah'd loeu
inln Hir liimdri‘dsuf millioiis ofilolinrs *

i [lhynl Hihilifi Tuiile

tuiitiiiii

Ameiit'ilii-xIvli' I'uithir  eggs hmn
Ihr riire /i p\nrnlri pinM/r/i.sli iruii
M*I/nl In [.| Iin AlLikiiiii't, inin rr
lllegal Iml sri/mili't'Lv Inniillri’: 1ir
inr/iiiiii ii /urge/rinillr pijiy, rrigll
INrUS miieri us N, SHINA lf(@fl

rrul Judge Mjrl, "We,ciiii nn Innerr
tulmily thr | esIruvTum UTI}III'
nnfinl(S tiiihjriil resourges [Ul ihr

stiiirmeriu [ll'lljn [l Terv.”

in'll. Mill'll M inus liiiiiii I migra
imi u.onfoil I'limn Aii lit rreimis I"
M r\ii 1land Snulli Amn na. and hum
In emniiie hi mil illreal Killiues air

ivillu iiue pupillaliiiiis In a I'nipns Cluisli,

li'Mis, s|nippine irnlri. suriMinnlrd liydm k
dri ni's, patki'd Inim's, and flamed ailunrk, a
Irdrral ai'rnl and | sill llumieh slai ksnl emill
irturds I'lir papers ihn uinriil a llurr year
utiilt'll over invrstiealinn nn Ihr Liull ( ‘nasi nf
I'exaslhal hrmielil rliarprsaeainstlOprnplr
for 1,11)0 violations. 'I’lir spur ur arc in sold
wildlife art hut was really llir front fm Ilir
Texas Takedown, Ilir hieer-l waterfowl
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> irh, it

iln Il GiveD it drall e tisinlv. On Fin rill

lin 11, 'IHM, n liiiiii liril ' WSayenls li.iltllir
-mnliimInnr server! papers nn the violators
" I'lir Ininlrrs and their uniilcs iliil rvrry

ihrny illryally,” says lin* nynl, who aslts in
remain iiiiiiiiyiiiutis  “Mini Inn fillly .uni Inn
Lilr in Hir ilny, list121r.nl siml mnl rlrrliiimi
iilli'l's, siny over liml, It'll trippled Itinls In
ilir, iiinl lift<f (I Innls willi airliiiats 1l's lirrn
yuiny nn like lins lor years "

Hull'll ivilli waterfowl, llir liiinlfls blasted
L.niylishi rs, kill,leer, iliis, .iml red tailed
limvlis, illeynlh killiny ', XOll liinls When XX
yrrsr Irll in nnr volley, nnr ul Ihr yilides i uni
[iLitni'fl, "1 tuntil linvre HEFNCLECH " 1 Imp
lii'iiri n lif muiil 1ii* jnslii tsiif [ 1If |irai r wim
ke ivillllifl* 1ilK.S

(>tirlnlinns iln uni fin| fur wildlife ayrnis
until tThry'vr liri'ii Hlummli ruiirl, iml in lliis
imr Ilir wnrsl u,is slill In mini'. Sn many
ilullyes si;n liril up ayainsl llir I,a Hove Sinnil
inu Kim ii | mnl itsnvviifi lluil she t!i)li*rnlii pie;i
I..ii mini, iiliri mu in pay fines nf $275,000,
serve five years’ pmltillinn, mnl Imfril two
Inn ks mill iin milium. Tliv 11 S. ilisiriil
jl'ili r 2 srnliinr $1,075 in films, lhereyears'
lirntialiiin, nml fnrlcit ufihr vcliii les

“There was laurhiny in llie mini,” inall-
llie aernl "'I'In'M" |n*ulilr wrri* im li Ini mi Irl
nnii's. |ilr.uli'il In misdemeanors, mid slill mil
liylilersenlemes The me.ssaue is lluil it's OK
In defy the law

I'lie rxlim liun ni ihr Liiliradui dm k in the

IXXIls and Ilir near rxlim linn of adn/rn nlini
-lus ms nl waterfowl mnilielled Ilie United
Stales and ('.mail.i In siyn Ilie Miyrnimy Mild
| realy Ael uf 1+*IS The emu Imi ni of kill Inn
lirlprd 111 n1L11 pnpnliiliiins ul lords hreili a
lull Innvrii Today walrrlini | poplllalitmm
hair inll.tpst'd .iL"iin, down nl) peli I'lil limn
lhr loins, and cmitimied In*s nl hahllal mid
iliriuii aI limsuiis h.ur dlisli, alll rrilm I d tim
|ham| Im in iial

Itm I'adilimilinens |m yroctalimi” in.nr.
in Ilir small mnummily ul Tam:iei | land in
Ilir 1 'hrs;i|niike li.n have siip|ili*uifnlf<ithru
mmiue willi dink hiuiliue luuymi native
limnild |limlie’s eiandliilhri was a uuukrl
luinlcr, and imiii he was jailed Inr pn.ulime,
I luil lie was a yuidr fur wrallhv lumteis \\ Ine
leiimrd llie limits He also suld Innls ilh eallv

"I've lieen dnine Ihese lhinys sinre | was
I'1." s;i\sTliuilie, ii. " I'vesulil In eveiv man
armiml line When lhal eels m vunr liluud.

Imri i.i/" 1lh i.nl H'IhiR® liih!*

il's jlisl like illi illi ulii'ln Seniiall'l eel Hmil
I't'deral wildlife iieenl Dave Hall is video

lapiilKk Thorne .as lie says this. In slmw In

S.hnnls mid Imnline yrimps When Ilull leal

i/rd llial puinhine was n sm inl problem, lie

laillii lied a riiisade he rails I'uaihers In
I'rein hers “The pu.n ‘in is - lulls hern in his
mmtm milv,” says | lull " I'liranswri i‘ luerl
the viulaliils In help ili.iner Ilir allilm Irs ul

theirnriyhliors.”

Knyley I'nlse, niieuf I lull's mm i'll-., sn ird
six innnlhs in a l.uiiisiana Irderal piisnn Im a
mm day killme spire lluil uelled nvri non pm
1ff1fd yellow n iiwurd niehl heruus, luridly
iailed yon /mil, a pri/fed fund. A iluuiaualir,
mmpail man in liis earlv Ids, I'nlse and his
wife, Theresa, sil with Hall and me in llie
prison lobby hel'nre his release

"W here | live, you were very impmImil il
lieis," I'nlse says “Illuw many dorks did we

Isitir 1'inlil we enl tired nr ran mil ul shills "

liSIL,S  MIKAIUKY  WHLIT WL,
lwallv all birds rxirpl starlings,

| house sparrows, upland yanw liirds,

and feral piyrons are prnleiled In
U.S. law An iiiiernatiuiiiil fasr milimi willi
Native Amn nan irlilarls |Ir hiniied fimu
fealhers has Iniiised a deuin nl mi raules,
hawks,owls, srissor-lailed llvi aleheis, auliiii
Kiis, Milkers, even liluelnrds and nuiypirs A
yoldro raylr tail may yu Inr $210 kestrel and
(lik her hatpins, $10; a seissorlail fan, $700

"W e have ail annual million dollar him k
market in eaylr feathers in Ilir West liyhl
now," says I"'W S ayrni Siralfnrd "Must nf
them yu In Japan, (ierm ain, Hritain, and
I"asiriu Tili'ipi’, Inhistory hull <and iiuv liny
iiinl Indian mluhs.”

Il isilleyal Im anmnr In lhiv m < eaylfsm
Ilifii pm ksin lIn* (t s .miduiih Native Anmi
ii am- ale allowed In pusses llie leiillmis The
Nalinnal h'.iyle Kepiisilmy m Vlilaml. Ore
you, sluli slin/eu rnli ilssrs srhl 1l llullt Uild
hie ayeinms aimmd IIm mimliv I hr
Iepusjiun supplies aliiiul SOU iiijiies|s a vrar
Vrl alarye imdeiyimmd irade moves on and
nil reservations tliruiiyhmil llie rnimlirv A
Mmilana liaihuy pusl uwnri nil me, "ludi
iliis offer me vattle leal Imrsill Ir.ni Thurlimi ;i
week, liveiliillarsi‘iu li 1 1li\ ale desperately
poor people.”

Seallie ayeutsalt.o lied i.iithuli.m sniillri in
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mill. IIr hiil rat m”nnsnn n?
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Iwu illegal sllllli‘il eagles ﬁli> liisiili'l [ 1

‘hop. I'Imltransmitter surfaced liilfi, inside n
iiiniiiitfil i !> being shipped In Japan "W f
Opened 11" fill lip, illllL THfIf U'CIC fivr fIlill'S

inside,” savs West (.'nasi I'\\ ' special agent
llavf McMullen

Alive, raptors art* worth IlImiisamls nl dnl
lais. liiinm :ii lour-yenriimlernivet operation
federal agents and an infnriiiaiil, Jelf M il'm |

lin, p fiiftralfil a lilatk market nfendangered

peregrine fall nns, gyiTuli mis, goshawks, anil

Harris' hawks Ilial slreli lieil frnin llie Alaskan
Areiii InSam li Araliia.

“In In inniillis Iwii <'iiiiiiliali smugglers
Hilled *7S1),000 nn Nnilli Anieriian liinls."
says Mi l'arllin “They sinle a hundred liirds

in nne scasnn alnne They abu smuggled eyes
liy taping them In their bodies, niltfitted In irl
:Ij.isus with incubators, and recvi led 11) Iwllids
loget liirdsthrollgll(usloms. The treatment nl
the liirds was alrm inns " 1lie hands are used
tn identify l'aptiveeraised liinls, which me
legal In export

A ltininsth mure than Sit people have heeii
convicted in (Iperntinn hah mi, the key figures
nfa worldwide smuggling network are still al
huge. menihers uf the t'iusielski family nl
Cologne, (iennany, who supply raptors tn
wealthy Japanese, Kurnpean, and Arabian
fiilrnners. “ l.otliar Ciesielski paid me $7,011(1
rash for one white gerfalcon,” says Me I'nrl-
Im "lie resold it immediately Inr $U5D<>tl

They call these birds feathered cneaine.”

in i.k( rntts nr hm tii.ks are a >pe
ciiili/ed Int. like falconers,atnli mn
petition for rare speeimens provide*
a keen market for eunlraliand. Ten
warsago | WS agentssetup a stiiri‘front nper
alion in Atlanta, (ienrgia Tlies discovered
Imndieds nf thmisnuds of 11 S reptiles wine
being .stolen lim n the wild every year |It'- die
gal to ship snakes through the mail, but
100.0lii :I.aie m ailed each year About (a) pet
rent ol lliem die | Instillations include Japan.
Belgium, | '/cchnslnvakia, and Illil.iin
"Hum.m imnmenml activity,” saw lie/
Crawford, founder of the Iscplile Deb'iise
I nnil. "has pul die pnpnl.ttionsofat least four
ilo/en indigenous American snakes and
am phibians on the threatened list The pet
trade isnnlongerlhe primary culprit to spec ies
decline.” die adds. "l'ashion fads are now
nuiuln‘'i one " The U S demand for Indian

python limits like John Travolta's in I'lInni

I»ym/d fiineyn xyhdiine [T

Cinvimv and leiiinlaled p>limn jacket' Ida
1I'aiil Hugau's in "Criniiililr" limnin' Il nhave
endangered both spei ies

Il's against |lhe law lo pniii g.i'oluie down
holes to flush denning snakes, Im| that's lhe
most popular way to roller! thrill for lexas
ratllcsuake rmmdiips The method In, side
effects: (ias poisons watei and kills din
sharing ]: il les, tortoises, and burrowing owls
Bulging lhe laud ol these neicssaiy predators
upsets the balance of nature. Crawlord says
thedepletion of wesleindiam midbai k rattlers
by rattlesnake roiiudilps :I.osts fanners JS mil
linudollarsii yeai im roplosslorals mn r. and
rabbits, not counting lhe pii< e oi pesiji ides lo

replm e the snakes

"V Y mil ns \WAV, ill Ala'ka's lie
\ \ / ling ,‘ea. waliuses and lheir
% / N/ tusks ha\ become the Im usofa
v T frantic, est(dating trade. "W hat
poarherstlid lo die elephant isa bluepiini for
what could liappen to the w alrus” says |lave
( line of the National Audubon Sm iety
The Marine Mammal I'roieitimi Ail ol
1*>7] makes it illegal for non-Nalive Aun ri
cans lo hunt or sell walruses, seals, sea
niters,sealions,m polarliears. So. man) while
dealers use Alaska native people to disguise
unlawful ivory trade, tllher outlaws claim
skins.and ivory were taken before 1'*72. Alaska
I11W S agent W ally Soroka says llintlhelmmnge
ofold inventory never seems to diminish, but
it's haul to prove when ivory was obtained
In remote outposts like Nome, Alaska. the
illegal ivory trade is hinlanlb ra-ual "I buy
i;iw ivory,” a Nome men haul tells me *“Sell
it back to native carveis Been doing lhal for
years, and they haven't :Iaughl me yet." By
law native «divings must lie traditional, but lie
shows me acarved ivon nutand hollow ed out
holt "It's foracm nine slash.” lie laughs.
lo kill walluses foi ivory, some natives
diivc molorboalsiiut toitclines, shoot lheimi
nidl.s with semi nilonialii weapons, and cuto ff
the heads ol those they can retrieve, although
"wanton waste" isillegal in Alaska, as in most
tales 1lall the animalssink, washing Inshore
in the spring. In [I'iSS approximately a thou-
sand walrus bodies washed up on Si l.aw
icncc Island, nearh all were found headless
"Il wasn’'t until you guvs came up here
with a monetary system that this started
happening,” Darrvl Trigg, vice piesidenl

nl llie Nome Kskmm t om muiutr. tells me

ur
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