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HB 67 provides funding for emergency equipment that is greatly

needed by the Anchorage Fire Department. Currently, the Anchorage
Fire Department is unable to respond to either a crisis in the waters
of Cook Inlet or a hazardous materials disaster. As the Preservative
Paint Company fire in Anchorage showed a couple of weeks ago, the
fire department is woefully under equipped and trained to deal with

unusual emergencies.

The bill appropriates to the Municipality of Anchorage, the
Anchorage International Airport, and the Alaska Air National Guard
the funds necessary to purchase rigid hull boats, trailers for the
boats and training in their use. The boats would be used for cold-
waier rescue in case of an airline accident in Cook Inlet.

The bill also appropriates funding to the Municipality of Anchorage
for purchasing a decontamination trailer, hazardous materials
uniforms and training in the clean-up of hazardous waste.

These items would be available to all of Cook Inlet, from Mat-Su to
the Kenai Peninsula and are easily mobile.

HB 67 is supported by the administration of the fire department as
well as rank and file firefighters.
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HAZCO
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COMMANDO Mobile Dccon Trailer* have ihc rugged
features you need on the hazardous waste site. It pro*
vidcs safety in use, low maintenance and durability. The
EPA recommended, three-chamber design includes a
large shower compartment.

I
Wash-downs are easy in the HAZCO COMMANDO line
of mobile facilities. All T-lockcd joints are silicone
scaled. Floors are non-skid, Armstrong linoleum. Walls
and ceilings arc smooth fiberglass. The resulting struc-
ture is a liquid-proof interior box for easy dccon and
clcan-up. These special trailers with-
stand abrasion, alkali and acid exposure
in addition to inclement weather. A
new, smooth, exterior aluminum skin is
more rugged and easier to clean than
corrugated, designs. It also eliminates
static drag and vibration in-transit which
reduces wear and tear on trailer struc-
ture. A windowlcss design offers proven
esccurity and environmental safety. The

' standard HAZCO COMMANDO also

COVIMANDO MOBILE DECONTAMINATION FACILITY

features: four-corner stabilizer jacks to speed setups, fan-
forced and infra-red heat, air conditioning, full insula-
tion, contaminated water storage, hot water systems,
shelving and storage areas. Electrical outlets arc CFlI-
protected and lighting is UL listed for wet locations.

Custom designs and specifications may be accommo-
dated. COMMANDO DECON UNITS may be shipped
anywhere in the USA within 45 days of a design approval.
Standard floor plan models can be shipped sooner.
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Not prespared

Toxic emergency plan needs work

Last week’s fire at Preservative Paint Co.
highlighted a hole in the city’s preparation for toxic
emergencies.The city’s response plans do not meet the
standards required by federal law.

City officials have said the failing is essentially
procedural.. The city has
planned for  toxic
emergencies, they say; it
just hasn’t followed all
the federally required
steps.

What that says is the
city may have a plan, but
it isn’t good enough. The
federal law requires the
city to write a formal
plan after consulting with
a broad - range of

community expertise. The city has not set up the
federally required committee, which includes
representatives from the police, firefighters, medical
care providers, and other segments of the community.

The resulting plan, which is a component of the
city’s overall hazard plan, falls short of the federal
ideal. Notably lacking is planning for evacuations
should they become necessary. ldeally, the city’s
hazardous-materia’ information would also be
computerized for ii -tant use in emergencies. And
finally, the plan is supposed to stimulate
c_ori?munity-wide thinking about ways to reduce toxic
risks.

This time, city authorities were able to handle the
toxic emergency without widespread damage or
chaos. If the city doesn't set up its planning
committee and get to work, we may not be so lucky
next time.
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Firefighters need right tools to make right moves

By JOSEPH ALBRECHT
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This time, nobody was
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political rhetoric for vital
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0O Joseph W. Albrecht is an Anchor-
age firelighter.



ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 09518

Honorable CUff Davidson
Chairman Resources Committee
Alaska State House of Representatives

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

April 22,1991

Dear Chairman Davidson and Committee Members,

| am writin lv]ou foday.on behalf o Local 1264Internatrona| Assocratrono Frre Fighters. Our

reEresente embershi consrsts of not on nv éf]rofessronal ire fr hters, but also paramedics
ngt]cnheers Ire Inspectors, fire apparatus mechanics, and essent aI support clerical staff, 256

Currently before gour committee is HJB, #267. This b||| Includes fundrn% for contrnued
hazardous materials trarnrn and's ecrarzeﬂ tru Inment Items as. well as funding for essential
Water rescue equipment, W respectfully ask f rP our consideration regarding this Important

bllL

Public protectron for the crtrzens and visitors of Anchorage provrded b(v this bill Is the mrnrmum
base level of fund rng needed to é)rotect emergencvservrce personne an rovr efor thesafety of
the Anchorage Popu ace, In these two Impartant areas. Anchorage Are fighters must have the
tools necessa@/ 1|o oper a( J)mteft the publrc In the event of hazardous materials |nddent, or a
Infet. rescue situa ren% ne Fire tighters are In neg(? datrons with the munrch

administration regardrng a commitment to the formation of a Cedicated hazardous material

team.

Our communrty[ hasasrgnr icant hazardous materrals problem as do many metropolitan cities
In the nation. "This can Only be addressed through a basic commitment™ and the necessary
fundrn The Anchoraqg Frre Frghters have volun eered for and received training In this area
for severa years now, out ug until recently we have lacked the necessary support from our
leadlers o form an effective team and aquire necessary equipment.

Yoursvt)port now will be the necessary catalyst to address the Haz. Mat and Inlet/water rescue
srtuatro ?am hoth badlly needed an Iong veraue ne%rlected proplems.  The Anchorage Fire
Fig ters be eveItrsIm antforusto bec me involved Tn the |egislative process and havesPent
a reat ea 0 trme an energy Inour ef orts t0 protect the public weserve. We have seen all too

offen the failed mys- directed attempts of others regard mg public safety funding for the citizens
ofAnchora%e and so have rededicated ourselves to'thb process, however witholt your help our

efforts will have been In vain.

Thank you In advance f? oursugPortI ou need additional testimony or specific details
regarding the operational nécessity or House BUI #267, Please contact Local 1264TAFF through

our home office referenced on Ietter bead or phi 3491264,
RMAIfull) Subipltted” r™

Tim Cornelius, Presicent Kk
local 1701 iapp



