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D e a r  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l :

We a r e  w r i t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
A l l i a n c e ,  A l a s k a  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t ,  D e f e n d e r s  o f  
W i l d l i f e ,  G r e e n p e a c e ,  USA, N a t i o n a l  A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y ,  N a t i o n a l  
W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n ,  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  D e f e n s e  C o u n c i l ,  N o r t h e r n  
A l a s k a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C e n t e r ,  S i e r r a  C l u b ,  T r u s t e e s  f o r  A l a s k a  a n d  
W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  
a b o u t  t h e  t e r m s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  E x x o n  V a l d e z  l i t i g a t i o n  
r e c e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s .

On b e h a l f  o f  o v e r  s i x  m i l l i o n  U . S .  c i t i z e n s  whom we r e p r e s e n t ,  we 
w a n t e d  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  o u r  v i e w s  o n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o v i s i o n s  
o f  a n y  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  c a s e .  A d e a l  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  
s t r u c k  h a s t i l y  b e h i n d  c l o s e d  d o o r s .  On a  m a t t e r  o f  s u c h  p u b l i c  
i m p o r t a n c e ,  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p u b l i c  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  i n p u t .  T h e  g r o u p s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  whom t h i s  l e t t e r  
i s  s e n t  a l l  h a v e  o u t s t a n d i n g  c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  E x x o n  i n  s t a t e  o r  
f e d e r a l  c o u r t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  h a v e  a  d i r e c t  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  We t h e r e f o r e  a s k  t h a t  we b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  
d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n y  s e t t l e m e n t  d i s c u s s i o n s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  
a r e  o u r  m a j o r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t .

F i r s t ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  a d e q u a c y  o f  t h e  $ 1 . 2  
b i l l i o n  s e t t l e m e n t  f i g u r e .  T h e  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
d a m a g e  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  s p i l l  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  
t r u s t e e s  ( a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  E x xo n)  r e m a i n  s e c r e t .  
W i t h o u t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  d a m a g e  a s s e s s m e n t ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  o r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  j u d g e  w h e t h e r  $ 1 . 2  b i l l i o n  
w i l l  a d e q u a t e l y  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  h a r m  t h a t  t h e  o i l  
s p i l l  h a s  c a u s e d  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  c a u s e .  We a l s o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  $ 1 . 2  b i l l i o n — p e r h a p s  h u n d r e d s  o f  
m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s — may b e  u s e d  t o  p a y  f o r  l o s t  t a x  r e v e n u e s  a n d  
t o  r e i m b u r s e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e x p e n s e s .  T h i s  s i m p l y  
w o u l d  n o t  l e a v e  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d  a c q u i s i t i o n  
o f  r e s o u r c e s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h o s e  h a r m e d  b y  t h e  s p i l l .

S e c o n d ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  n o  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  
a g r e e m e n t s .  T h e  s e t t l e m e n t  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a l l  s c i e n t i f i c  
a n d  e c o n o m i c  s t u d i e s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  E x x o n  b e  d i s c l o s e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e



p u b l i c  i s  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
d a m a g e  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  s p i l l .  P u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  a l s o  s h o u l d  
b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a l l  f u t u r e  s t u d i e s .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t s '  s t u d i e s  
s h o u l d  b e  d i s c l o s e d  s o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  h a s  f i n a n c e d  t h e m  w i l l  b e  
i n f o r m e d  a s  t o  t h e  s t u d i e s '  r e s u l t s .  M o r e o v e r ,  a l l  o f  t h e  
s t u d i e s  s h o u l d  b e  d i s c l o s e d  t o  a d v a n c e  s c i e n t i f i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
o f  t h e  f a t e  a n d  e f f e c t  o f  o i l  s p i l l s  w o r l d w i d e ,  a n d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
e n l i g h t e n e d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y m a k i n g  b a s e d  o n  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  i m p a c t s  o f  o i l  s p i l l s .

T h i r d ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  o n g o i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  
t o  a s s e s s  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  e c o l o g i c a l  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e  o i l  s p i l l ,  o i l  
s p i l l s  a n d  o t h e r  d i s a s t e r s  g e n e r a l l y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  i n a d e q u a t e  
s t u d y  o v e r  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  b e c a u s e  o f  a  l a c k  o f  p u b l i c  f u n d i n g  a n d  
c o m m i t m e n t .  I t  w o u l d  b e  a  t r a g e d y  i f  t h a t  w e r e  t o  h a p p e n  o n c e  
a g a i n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  c r i t i c a l l y - i m p o r t a n t  s p i l l .

F o u r t h ,  i t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  t h e  m o n e y  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  E x x o n  b e  u s e d  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g - p r i n c i p l e s . T h e  m oney  s h o u l d  b e  
u s e d  t o  s t u d y  t h e  s h o r t -  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e  Ex xo n  
V a l d e z  s p i l l  a n d  t o  p a y  f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  r e p l a c e m e n t  a n d  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  r e s o u r c e s  i n j u r e d  
o r  d e s t r o y e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s p i l l .  I t  i s  c r u c i a l  t h a t  t h e  
m o n e y  n o t  b e  u s e d  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w o u l d  d e g r a d e  t h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  n o r  s h o u l d  i t  b e  u s e d  t o  f u n d  o n g o i n g  i n d u s t r y  o r  
g o v e r n m e n t  p r o g r a m s .  A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t i m b e r  r i g h t s  t o  p r o t e c t  
l a n d s  a d j a c e n t  t o  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  a n d  o t h e r  a f f e c t e d  a r e a s ,  
a n d  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p u p p i n g  a r e a s ,  s t a g i n g  a r e a s  a n d  o t h e r  
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  f o r  s p e c i e s  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  s p i l l  
s h o u l d  b e  a  h i g h  p r i o r i t y .  T h e  m o n e y  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  u s e d  t o  
p r o m o t e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  A l a s k a ' s  e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  
f r o m  f u t u r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n s u l t s  t h a t  may a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t h e  
r e c o v e r y  o r  h e a l t h  o f  A l a s k a n  s p e c i e s  a n d  e c o s y s t e m s ,  w i t h  
s p e c i a l  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h o s e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  E x x o n  V a l d e z  s p i l l .

F i f t h ,  i t  i s  c e n t r a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  who d e c i d e s  how t h e  m one y  i s  t o  
b e  s p e n t .  We s t r o n g l y  u r g e  t h a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  e s t a b l i s h  a n  
i n d e p e n d e n t  n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  f o u n d a t i o n  w i t h  a  b o a r d  made  u p  o f  
e m i n e n t  a n d  r e s p e c t e d  s c i e n t i s t s ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  c o m m u n i t y  
l e a d e r s ,  n a t i v e s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w h o s e  f u n c t i o n  w o u l d  b e  t o  
a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  m o n e y  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  E x x o n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  e n u m e r a t e d  a b o v e .  T h i s  m o d e l  h a s  w o r k e d  w e l l  i n  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  o t h e r  m a j o r  l i t i g a t i o n :  n a m e l y ,  t h e  K e p o n e  c a s e  i n  
t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  E n d o w m e n t ;  i n  t h e  H u d s o n  R i v e r  P o w e r  P l a n t  c a s e ,  
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  H u d s o n  R i v e r  
F o u n d a t i o n ;  a n d  i n  t h e  P l a t t e  R i v e r  w h o o p i n g  c r a n e  c a s e ,  i n  w h i c h
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a t r u s t  f u n d  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  p r o t e c t  w h o o p i n g  c r a n e s .  S u c h  a  
m o d e l  h a s  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  i n s u l a t i n g  t h e  f u n d  f r o m  p o l i t i c a l  
p r e s s u r e s  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o n f i d e n c e  
i n  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  c r e d e n t i a l s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  
t h e  f u n d .

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  d i s b u r s e m e n t  o f  f u n d s ,  t h e r e  
s h o u l d  b e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  g o v e r n a n c e  o f  t h e  f u n d  
p r o v i d e d  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s .  C o n s e r v a t i o n ,  
n a t i v e  a n d  f i s h i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l l  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
c l e a n  u p ,  d a m a g e  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  l i t i g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  E x x o n .  T h e y  
h a v e  a  r e a l  s t a k e  i n  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  m oney  i s  s p e n t  w i s e l y  a n d  
w e l l .  T h e s e  i n t e r e s t s  c a n  p r o v i d e  i m p o r t a n t  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  
c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s .  T h e y  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  a  v o t e  i n  how 
t h e  m oney  i s  s p e n t ,  n o t  s i m p l y  a n  a d v i s o r y  r o l e .

E x x o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  n o  r o l e ,  f o r m a l  o r  i n f o r m a l ,  i n  d e c i s i o n s  
a b o u t  how t h e  m oney  s h o u l d  b e  s p e n t .  To a l l o w  a  c r i m i n a l  
d e f e n d a n t  t o  h e l p  o v e r s e e  how a c r i m i n a l  f i n e  o r  p a y m e n t  i s  s p e n t  
w o u l d  s e t  a n  u n c o n s c i o n a b l e  p r e c e d e n t .  M o r e o v e r ,  Exxon  h a s  a 
d e f i n i t e  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  m i n i m i z i n g  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  
p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  d a m a g e  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  s p i l l  —  f o r  p u b l i c  
r e l a t i o n s  r e a s o n s  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  o t h e r  p e n d i n g  l i t i g a t i o n .  To 
g i v e  E x xo n  a  r o l e  w o u l d  b e  t o  c r e a t e  a n  i n h e r e n t  c o n f l i c t  o f  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n m a k i n g  b o d y .  R a t h e r  t h a n  p r o v i d i n g  E x x o n  
w i t h  a  r o l e  i n  s p e n d i n g  t h e  m o n e y ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  
E x x o n  t o  t a k e  s p e c i f i c  s t e p s  t o  p r e v e n t  a n d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r
r e s p o n s e  t o  f u t u r e  o i l  s p i l l s .

S i x t h ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c i v i l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a  
c r i m i n a l  g u i l t y  p l e a  a n d  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  c r i m i n a l  p a y m e n t  i n  
r e s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  d a m a g e  s u f f e r e d .  To h a v e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
d e t e r r e n t  e f f e c t ,  t h e  a m o u n t  s h o u l d  n o t  o n l y  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  b u t  
t h e  p a y m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  n o n - t a x - d e d u c t i b l e .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a  r e o p e n e r  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  i f  un k n o w n  c o n d i t i o n s  a r i s e  a t  som e f u t u r e  t i m e ,  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  may b e  r e o p e n e d .  B e c a u s e  i t  i s  t o o  e a r l y  t o
p r e d i c t  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e  s p i l l ,  s u c h  a  p r o v i s i o n  i s
c r u c i a l  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u l l y  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .
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We a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  o u r  c o n c e r n s .  We w o u l d  l i k e  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  w i t h  y o u  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  
e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,
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F r e d e r i c  S u t h e r l a n d  
P r e s i d e n t
S i e r r a  C l u b  L e g a l  D e f e n s e  F u n d
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M E M O R A N D U M  Februaiy 11, 1991

TO: Representative Cliff Davidson, Chair
House Resources Committee

FROM: Senator Arliss Sturgulews
Senate District F

RE: Exxon Valdez Settlement

It is my understanding that you have asked the Attorney 
General, Mr. Charles Cole, to make a presentation to your 
committee about the proposed settlement resulting from the Exxon 
Valdez incident. As I discussed with you on Saturday, I feel it is 
important to the legislature to have the answers to the questions 
listed below. In the final analysis, we must be able to assure our 
various constituencies that the settlement was done in the best 
interest of the people of the state of Alaska.

Question one: How was the figure of $ 1.2 billion reached? Do we 
have enough information available to make a settlement proposal?

Question two: What is the relationship between the State of Alaska 
and the United States Government as to sharing of the proposed 
settlement, and what basis was utilized for making any such 
determination?

Question three: Will there be a paper trail of the various elements of 
the settlement process (i.e.: the amount, the disposition, 
repayment of claims, etc.)? In other words will we be able to justify 
to the public that, in fact, this was a settlement in the bed ink rest 
of the people of Prince William Sound, affected communities, and .he 
people of the State of Alaska?



Question four: How will the proceeds be utilized? Will this 
determination be made as terms of the settlement agreement and 
outside of legislative purview? Will the dollars go into a trust fund to 
be managed by the legislature, the administration,the Federal 
government, or an outside independent authority?

Question five: There has been reference made to creation of a land 
sanctuary for Prince William Sound. Who will be responsible for 
management of this area? The Federal government, the State 
government, a private third party or a combination? Whose rules 
and regulations will apply? How will sanctuary policy be 
established and by whom? What access will affected communities 
have to policy development?
Question six: What State agencies have been involved in reaching 
the proposed settlement agreement? Who are the individuals 
involved in the decision making process?

Question seven: What is the response from communities affected by 
the spill, regional native corporations with their major holdings of * 
forest and recreation lands, and others that might be directly 
affected by terms of the settlement?

cc: Senator Sam Cotten
Senator Lloyd Jones 
Representative Bill Hudson

F e b r u a r y  11, 1 9 9 1
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S O U N D .
P R O G R E S S

S c ie n tis ts  re p o r t th a t th o se  a rea s  o f  P r in c e  W illia m  S o u n d  a n d  th e  G u l f  o f  A la sk a  a ffe c te d

by th e  1989 o il sp il l  a re  h e a lin g  ra p id ly ,fo llo w in g  tw o fu l l  s e a s o n s  o fc le a n u p  e ffo r ts  c o u p le d  w ith  

la s t y e a r ’s s tro n g  w in te r  s to rm s. A m o n g  th e  f in d in g s :

• B ir d  a n d  w ild life  p o p u la tio n s  a re  a b u n d a n t.

• T h e  w a ter  is p u re .

• S h o r e l in e  l ife  is  th r iv in g  in  p r e v io u s ly -o ile d  w a ter  a n d  sed im e n ts .

• C o m m e r c ia l f i s h in g  in  th e  a rea  h a s  r e tu r n e d  to  n o rm a l. I n  fa c t ,  th is  y e a r ’s  c a tc h e s  are  se tt in g  

im p re ss ive  record s.

• T h e  S o u n d  a n d  th e  G u l f  h a ve  re ta in e d  a ll  o f  th e ir  g r e a t  n a tu r a l bea u ty .

C le a n u p  crew s  h a v e  m a d e  every  e f fo r t  to  b r in g  sh o re lin e s  to  a  c o n d itio n  f r o m  w h ich  

n a tu r a l fo r c e s  ca n  c o m p le te  th e  rec o v e ry  p ro c e ss . W h ile  s m a ll  a m o u n ts  o f  w e a th e re d  a n d  

su b s u r fa c e  o il  p e r s is t  a t  a  f e w  sites , s c ie n ti f ic  s tu d ie s  in d ic a te  th a t  th is  r e m a in in g  o il is  n o t  an  

e n v ir o n m e n ta l  th rea t. I n  m o s t cases, th e re  is  g r e a te r  r is k  o f  e n v ir o n m e n ta l d a m a g e  f r o m  

r e m o v in g  th e  o il  m e c h a n ic a lly  th a n  f r o m  a llo w in g  it to  d e g ra d e  n a tu ra lly .

T h e  19 90  c le a n u p  e f fo r t  c o n c lu d e d  S e p te m b e r  15. W h ile  s c ie n tis ts  e x p e c t a n o th e r

w in ter  o f  s to rm s  w ill h e lp  c o m p le te  th e  n a tu r a l c le a n in g  

p ro c e ss , E x x o n  w ill r e tu r n  M a y  1 , 1991 to  p a r tic ip a te  w ith  

f e d e r a l  a n d  s ta te  a g e n c ie s  in  a  j o i n t  su rv e y  o f  s h o r e lin e s  to  d e te rm in e  i f  a n y  a d d itio n a l w o rk  is  

need ed .
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ama and a c t i v i t i e s  o r th e  
e Departm ent o f  Law. and che 
Lew o f b l l l a  r e f e r r e d  to  ie

'.e program s and a c t i v i t i e s  o f 
r e l a t i n g  to  '  abor-m anaqem cnr 
‘•?Cy, unemployment compensa- 
s s c lo n  and th e  program s and 
n t  o f  Comaerce and Economic

I A f fa i r s  ( th e  program s and 
n t  o f  Community and R egional 
r e la c in g  to  p o l i t i c a l  su c d l-

-ama and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Che 
'ame. N a tu ra l R e so u rces , and
)
o f  th e  Uniform  R u le s , c a le n -  

.s c ra c lo n  o f  th e  house and 
aanageoent o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e

-sms and a c t i v i t i e s  o f che 
. th e  D epartm ents o f  Adm lnla- 
and P u b lic  S a fe ty ,  and p ro ­

ne D epartm ent o f  T ra n s p o r ta -  
s r e l a t i n g  to  p u b lic  f a c l l -

3 i3  and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  
*ion and P u b lic  F a c i l i t i e s  

and o th e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  inac­
t io n )  .

lirm en a re  a u th o r iz e d  to  form 
d e term in e  to  be n e c e s a a ry .

IT COMMITTEES

3 JOINT COMMITTEES. (a ) A 
om m lttee o f  one h o u se . A 
s c a b llsh e d  o n ly  by che adop- 
n. The p re a id in g  o f f i c e r  o f  
sbers o f  a s p e c ia l  commitcee 
c h a i r  che s p e c ia l  com m ittee 
th e  ho use . The p e rso n s  who 

ch house may a rra n g e  f o r  the  
to  re c e iv e  cesclm ony and 

ch may be e x p e d ite d  by Jo ln c

■ i s  a com m ittee o f  boch 
may be e s t a b l i s h e d  o n ly  by 
r e s o lu t io n .  The p re s id in g  

ncs o n e -h a lf  o f  che members 
je rso n s  who c o - c h a i r  a J o in t  3 th e  manner p ro v id e d  by the

b l l s h ln g  a s p e c ia l  o r Jo ln c

com m ittee s h a l l  s p e c i f y  th e  d a te  o r  c o n d it io n s  o f  
te rm in a t io n  o f  th e  co m m ittee . A s ta n d in g  com m ittee may 
m eet betw een s e s s io n s .  A s p e c ia l  o r J o in t  com m ittee 
may m eet d u rin g  che s e s s io n  o r becveen s e s s io n s ,  o r 
b o th ,  aa a u th o r i s e d  by th e  r e s o lu t i o n  w hich e s t a b l i s h e s  
Che co m m ittee , A s ta n d in g ,  s p e c ia l ,  o r  j o i n t  commitcee 
w hich a c t s  betw een l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n s  may c o n s id e r  
any l e g i s l a t i v e  m a tte r  w hich i s  c o n s is t e n t  w ith  che 
J u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  co m m ittee . A s ta n d in g , s p e c i a l ,  o r 
j o i n t  com m ittee w hich a c ts  betw een l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n s  
c o n s t i t u t e s  a subcom m ittee o f  che L e g is la t iv e  C o unc il 
f o r  a d m in is t r a t iv e  p u rp o s e s . A s p e c ia l  o r  J o ln c  com­
m itc e e  may expend money o n ly  In  acco rd an ce  w ith  an ap ­
p r o p r ia t io n  made f o r  th e  work o f  th e  com m ittee .

(d ) A com m ittee may n o t be e s t a b l i s h e d  u n le s s  
a u th o r iz e d  by law o r  by th e  Uniform R u les .

OPEN AND EXECUTIVE SESSIONS

RULE 22. OPEN AND EXECUTIVE SESSIONS. (a )  A ll 
m eecings o f  a l e g i s l a t i v e  body a re  open to  a l l  l e g l s l a -  
t o r a .  w h ether o r  n o t th e y  a re  members o f  che p a r t i c u l a r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body t h a t  i s  m e e tin g , and to  che g e n e ra l  
p u b lic  e x c e p t aa p ro v id e d  in  <b) o f  t h i s  r u l e .

(b ) A l e g i s l a t i v e  body may c a l l  an e x e c u tiv e  
s e s o lo n  a t  w hich members o f  Che g e n e ra l  p u b lic  may be 
ex c lu d e d  f o r  th e  fo l lo w in g  re a so n s :

11) d is c u s s io n  o f  m a t te r s ,  th e  ■■Immediate

(2) d is c u s s io n  o f  s u b je c ts  ch a t te n d  to
p r e ju d ic e  che r e p u ta t io n  and c h a ra c te r  o f  a p e rso n :

(3) d is c u s s io n  o f  a m a tte r  t h a t  may, by law , 
be r e q u i r e !  to  be c o n f i d e n t i a l .

(c )  When a l e g i s l a t i v e  body d e s i r e s  to  c a l l  an 
e x e c u tiv e  s e s s io n  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  (b ) o f  t h i s  r u l e ,  
th e  body s h a l l  f i r s t  convene as a p u b lic  m e e tin g  and 
Che q u e s t io n  o f  h o ld in g  an e x e c u tiv e  s e s s io n  s h a l l  be 
d e te rm in e d  by a m a jo r i ty  v o te  o f  th e  members p r e s e n t .

(d) The p ro v is io n s  o f  t h i s  ru le  may n o t be i n t e r ­
p r e te d  as p e r m it t in g  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  a l e g i s l a t o r  from 
an e x e cu c iv e  s e s s io n ,  w hether o r  n o t th e  l e g i s l a t o r  i s  
a member o f  che body c h a t i s  m e e d n g . A l e g i s l a t o r  n e t  
a member o f  th e  body h o ld in g  an ex ecu c iv e  s e s s io n  
s h a l l ,  how ever, be s u b je c t  to  th e  same r u l e s  o f  con­
f i d e n t i a l i t y  and decorum  as p e r t a in  to  r e g u la r  members 
o f  che body.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

RULE 23. COMMITTEE MEETINGS, (a ) W r it te n  n o t ic e  
o f  che tim e , p la c e  and s u b je c t  m a tte r  o f  a l l  m ee tin g s 
o f  s ta n d in g ,  s p e c i a l ,  and j o i n t  com m ittees d u r in g  a 
week s h a l l  be p ro v id e d  by che p e rso n  who c h a i r s  che 
com m ittee  to  che c h i e f  c le r k  o r  s e c r e ta r y  by 4 :0 0  p.m . 
on che p re c e d in g  T h u rsd ay . The p erson  who c h a i r s  th e  
com m ittee to  which a b i l l  o r  r e s o lu t io n  i s  f i r s t  r e f e r ­
re d  s h a l l  p ro v id e  to  che c h ie f  c l e r k  o r  s e c r e ta r y  
w r i t t e n  n o t ic e  o f  th e  tim e and p la c e  o f  che f l r s c
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§ 44.62.310 A l a s k a St a t u t e s § 44.62.310

A r t ic le  6 . O p e n  M e e t in g s  o f  G o v e r n m e n ta l  B o d ie s .

Section
310. G overnm en t m eetin gs public 
312 . S ta te  policy rega rd in g  m eetings

Sec. 44.62.310. Government meetings public, (a) All meetings 
of a legislative body, of a board of regents, or of an administrative 
body, board, commission, committee, subcommittee, authority, coun­
cil, agency, or other organization, including subordinate units of the 
above groups, of the state or any of its political subdivisions, including 
but not limited to municipalities, boroughs, school boards, and all 
other boards, agencies, assemblies, councils, departments, divisions, 
bureaus, commissions or organizations, advisory or otherwise, of the 
state or local government supported in whole or in part by public 
money or authorized to spend public money, are open to the public 
except as otherwise provided by this section. Except for meetings of a 
house of the legislature, attendance and participation at meetings by 
members of the public or by members of a body may be by teleconfer­
encing. Agency materials that are to be considered at the meeting 
shall be made available at teleconference locations. Except when voice 
votes are authorized, the vote shall be conducted in such a manner 
that the public may know the vote of each person entitled to vote. The 
vote at a meeting held by teleconference shall be taken by roll call. 
This section does not apply to any votes required to be taken to orga­
nize a public body described in this subsection.

(b) If excepted subjects are to be discussed at a meeting, the meet­
ing must first be convened as a public meeting and the question of 
holding an executive session to discuss matters that come within the 
exceptions contained in (c) of this section shall be determined by a 
majority vote of the body. Subjects may not be considered at the execu­
tive session except those mentioned in the motion calling for the exec­
utive session unless auxiliary to the main question. Action may not be 
taken at the executive session.

(c) The following excepted subjects may be discussed in an execu­
tive session:
• (l^jB^y^g^the Hmnediate-knowiedgrof which would clearly havo*~ 

adySESft̂ Sect- upon the finance* • of- the- government, unit;
(2) subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and character of 

any person, provided the person may request a public discussion;
(3) matters which by law, municipal charter, or ordinance are re­

quired to be confidential.
(d) This section does not apply to
(1) judicial or quasi-judicial bodies when holding a meeting solely 

to make a decision in an adjudicatory proceeding;
(2) juries;
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