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- STATE OF ALASKA
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

B ill V e rs io n : C S S B  43
P u b lish  D a te : 1/21/91

REQUEST: FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: 
Title:

Sponsor
Requester

T o  d e te rm in e  d e a th  u n d e r  
c e r ta in  c irc u m sta n c e s

Agency AffectiH e a lth  &  S o c ia l S eriv ces 
b r u :  S ta te  H e a l th  S eriv ces

C o llin s b v  re q u e s t
S e n a te  H E S S

Components: N u rsin g

O P E R A T I N G F Y  92 F Y  93 F Y  94 F Y  95 F Y  96 F Y  97
P e rso n a l Serv ices 
T ra v e l 
C o n tra c tu a l 
S u p p lies  
E q u ip m e n t 
L a n d  &  S tru c tu re s  
G ra n ts , C la im s 
M isce llan eo u s
T O T A L  O P E R A T T N C 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0

C A P I T A L 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

R E V E N U E 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

G e n e ra l  F u n d s /M H T  
F e d e ra l  F u n d s  
O th e r

0 .0

T O T A L 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

F u ll-T im e
P a r t-T im e
T e m p o ra ry

0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (attach a separate page if necessary)

N o  fisca l im p ac t.

L-l I

[4  <2-S^

A). SB

Prepared By: 
Division:

P e te r  M . N a k a m u ra . M D . M P H  D ire c to r  ) j)} Y\ 
P U B L IC  H E A L T H

T h e o d o re  M a la . M .D ., M P.Approved By Commissioner
Agency: H E A L T H  &  S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor,
Office of Management & Budget, Impacted Agency(ies)

page

Phone:
Date:

Date:

465-3090
04/24/91

of



- \  N o . 1_____
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B ill V e rs io n : . < ? £ .  (LC?

1 9 9 1  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S  v N  P u b lish  D a te :  Bl11 V e rs ion . — ---------
(S ) Pub lish  D ate : 1 —  ̂ , 0 - - ^  L

R E Q U E S T : FISCAL NOTE
Revision Date: ___________________________ ;_______ Agency Affccti H e a l th  &  S o cia l S e riv ces_____________
•nya: A u th o riz in g  a  re g is te re d  n u rse  to  bru: S ta te  H e a l th  S e r iv c e s________________

d e te rm in e  a n d  p ro n o u n c e  d e a t h _______________________________________
sponsor C o llin s by  re q u e s t________________ components: N u rs in g _______________________________
Requester S e n a te  H E S S ____________________  ________________________________________

E X P E N D I T U R E S /R E V E N U E S :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
O P E R A T I N G F Y  91 F Y  92 F Y  93 F Y  94 F Y  95 F Y  96

P e rs o n a l Serv ices 
T ra v e l 
C o n tra c tu a l 
S u pp lies  
E q u ip m e n t 
L a n d  &  S tru c tu re s  
G ra n ts , C la im s 
M isce llan eo u s
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN C 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

C A P I T A L 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0.0

R E V E N U E n ,0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0

F U N D I N G :  ("T h o u sa n d s  o f  D o l la r s ')
G e n e ra l  F u n d s  
F e d e ra l  F u n d s  
O th e r

0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0

T O T A L 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0

P O S I T I O N S
F u ll-T im e 0
P a rt-T im e 0
T e m p o ra ry 0

ANALYSIS: (attach a separate page if necessary) Changes in
have no fiscal impact. This 

No fiscal impact. fiscal note is appropriate.

•

date Ceifhte Aide (initial) 

/O

Prepared By: Alfred G. Zangri -4s-*----- Phone: 465-3090
Division: PUBLIC HEALTH n Date: 01/28/91
Approved By Commissioner: Theodore Mala, M.D., MPH I ---—---- Date:
Agency. HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES .

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor,
Office of Management & Budget, Impacted Agcncy(ics)
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•• .T*-
FISCAL NOTE No* _aL .

STATTOT ALASKA.
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BiU Version: C -5 5 fi VLVHFs) 
(S) Publish Date: <p?/^ 7 A >  /

Revision Data: ___________ _____________________
Authorising a registered nurse

to determine and pronounce death . . .

Sponsor: Senator C o llins by Request
Requestor: Senator_C o llins_________________

Department Affected: Commerce 4 Economic Dev.

B R U :  O c c u p a t i o n a l_Li c e n s i n g _________

■ Component: Administration_________________________

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 5

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 - ........ 0 ______ Q__

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL 0 0 0 , 0________ .......... Q, H .

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 .0.,. , Q
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact:.

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

SB 43 w ill allow a licensed registered nurse to make a determination and 
pronouncement of death under certa in  circumstances. No f is c a l impact is  
anticipated.

Prepared By J e n n i f e r  S t r i c k l e r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Q f f i c e rphona: 46 5 -2144

;v‘Division: O c c u p a tional L i c e n s i n g  ' C / Z  f  ^ ~ ~ > Date: ______ J a n u a r y - 2 ^ - 1 3 3 1

Glenn A. Olds \ - O i ^ V ^ CApproved by Commissioner: _  ___ _
Agency: Department o f  Commerce A Econom ic Developm ent Date: January 25 iq q '

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance. Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).

Rev 10/90,.......   P age___ L o t .



F IS C A L  N O T E
S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A  

1 9 9 1  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision D ale :____________________________

No. 3
• ' B ill Version: C  S S  V 3 ( \ \E S )  

(S) Publish Date: ^ / ^ 7 / 9 /

Department Affected: Administration

Title: An Act authorizing a registered nurse to determine 

and pronounce death under certain circumstances. 

Sponsor Senator Colins_____________________________

BRU: Division ot Pioneers* Benefits

Component: Pioneers' Homes

Requestor Senate Health. Education and Social Services Committee 

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0 i

TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0

CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0

EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 o 0

LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0

GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0

MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0

FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0

OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact J)_
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page i  necessary.)
This bil allows for timely notification of next of kin by registered nurses when a death occurs in a Pioneers’ Home.

ry \J?CLxf£crr^j

Approved by Commissioner: Milletl Keller

Phone: 465-4400

Agency: Administration

Date: 2/11/91

Date: _ Z

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies). 

Rev 10/90 Page 1 of 1



STATT O r AUUSKJSr
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

BILL NO. SB 43

Revision Data: _________________________________
Title; A u th o r iz in g  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u rse  

to  determ ine and pronounce death . . . 

Sponsor: Sen a to r C o l l i n s  bv R eq uest

Requestor: Se n a to r C o l l i n s ________________

Department Affected: Commerce & Economic Dev.

BRU: O ccu p a tion a l L ic e n s in g ______________________

■ Component: Admi n i s t r a t i  on___________________

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES '

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 __  0 o

CAPITAL 1 " .  0... 0 0 0 1 0 0

REVENUE 1 .. 9 0 0 0 Q 0
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 a.
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact:.

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

SB 43 will a l l o w  a l i c e n s e d  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  to m a k e  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and 

p r o n o u n c e m e n t  of d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  No fiscal impact is 

anticipated.

P ,s p a r e d  By: J e n n i f e r  S t r i c k l e r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e iPhnne: 465-2144__________

Division: O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  r  s -— D̂a,e: _____ January 25, 1991

Approved by Commissioner:  G l e n n  A. Olds_____ • --------------------------------

Agency: Departm ent o f  Commerce & Economic Developm ent Date: January 7 5 , i q q i

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance. Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).

Rev 10/90 Paae 1 of 1
J S / d g l 8 8 0 6 D / 0 1 2591 a ------



STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
BELL NO. SB43

Revision Date:_______________________________________

Tide: An Act authorizing a registered nurse to determine 

and pronounce death under certain circumstances. 

Sponsor: Senator Collins______________________________

Department Affected: Administration 

BRU: Division of Pioneers' Benefits

Component: Pioneers1 Homes

Requestor: Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee 

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0

TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0

CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0

EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0

LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0

GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0

MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0

FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0

OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: J)

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
This bill allows for timely notification of next of kin by registered nurses when a death occurs in a Pioneers' Home.

Prepared by: Barbara Bathony Phone: 465-4400
Division: Pioneers’ Benefits________________________________________ Date: 2/11/91

Approved by Commissioner: Millett Keller J v  J w d /r k * —  /  /
Agency: Administration Date: Z lZ u L  f /

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).



S T A T U  U h  A L A S K A
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

LULL V e rs io n : 
P u b lish  D a te : .131/2&/91

R E Q U E S T : FISCAL I0TB
Revision Dale: 
nile:

Sponsor
Requester.

_______________________________  Agency Affecn H c a lth  &  S o c ia l S eriv ces
A u th o r iz in g  a  re g is te re d  n u rs e  to  b ru : S ta te  H e a l th  S erivces
d e te rm in e  a n d  p ro n o u n c e  d e a th
C o llin s  bv  re q u e s t________________ Compooeat*: N u rsin g
S e n a te  H E S S  ______________  ______

E X P E N D I T U R E S /R E V E N U E S :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
O P E R A T I N G F Y  91 F Y  92 F Y  93 F Y  94 F Y  95 F Y  96

P e rso n a l S e rv ices  
T ra v e l 
C o n tra c tu a l 
S u pp lies  
E q u ip m e n t 
L a n d  &  S tru c tu re s  
G ra n ts , C la im s 
M isce llan eo u s
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N C 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0.0

C A P I T A L

0000

0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0

R E V E N U E 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0

F U N D I N G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l la r s ')
G e n e ra l  F u n d s  
F e d e ra l  F u n d s  
O th e r

0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0

T O T A L 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0

P O S I T I O N S
Full-Time
Part-Time
Temporary

0
0
0

ANALYSIS: (attach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal impact.

Prepared By. 
Division:

Alfred G. Zangri
PUBLIC HEALTH

Approved By Commissioner. Theodore Mala. M.D., MPH
Agency H E A L T H  &  S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S

Phone:
Dale:

Dale:

465-3090
01/28/91"

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor,
Office of Management & Budget, Impacted Agcncy(ies)

p a g e 1 of 1



Alaska State Legislature
Senate

SENATOR VIRGINIA COLLINS Pouch V
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Dave Donley, Chair
H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m ittee

FROM: S e n a t o r  V i r g i n i a

DATE: M a r c h  28, 1991

RE: R e q u e s t  for h e a r i n g : S e n a t e  Bill 43,
"An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  and
p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  circumstances.

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  tha t y o u  sched u l e  t h e  a b o v e - r e f e r e n c e d  
bill, SB 43, for h e a r i n g  at y o u r  earl i e s t  convenience. This 
bill p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  b y  a u n a n i m o u s  v o t e  and ic p a s s e d  the 
H o u s e  HESS C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a u n a n i m o u s  "do-pass."

A t t a c h e d  h e r e w i t h  are the following:
1. S p o n s o r  state ment
2. A  zero fiscal n o t e  from t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  & 

Social Services
3. A  zero fiscal n o t e  from the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  

& E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t
4. A  zero fiscal note  from t he D e p a r t m e n t  of 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
5. A  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  & 

Social S e r vices
6. A  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  f r o m  t he D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  & 

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t
7. A  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  from the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
8. B a c k - u p  w h i c h  includes:

a. A  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  b y  Carol Clausso n,R.N.
b. A  l e t t e r  from D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  

L i c e n s i n g
c. A  l e t t e r  of s u pp ort from t h e  A l a s k a  M e d i c a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s tions r e g a r d i n g  the above, p l e a s e  do n o t  
h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  m e  or M a r v e e n  P a l m e r  at 465-2828. T h a n k  
y o u  for y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  to this request.

Official Business



Official Business

Alaska State Legislature
SENATE 

SENATOR VIRGINIA COLLINS P .O . Box V 
S ta te  C apito l 

Ju n e a u , A laska  99811

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

S e n a t e  Bill 43

S e n a t e  Bill 43, "An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  to 
d e t e r m i n e  a n d  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . "

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  c l a r i f y  s t a tu tes and a l l o w  r e g i s t e r e d  n urses 
t o  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  w h e n  d e a t h  is a n t i c i p a t e d  a n d  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  
h a s  g i v e n  w r i t t e n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  for t h e  n u r s e  to m a k e  the 
p r o n o u n c e m e n t .  If d e a t h  o ccurs in a h e a l t h  care facility, a 
r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  w o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  to p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  w h e n  the 
p h y s i c i a n  h a s  g i v e n  w r i t t e n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  and w h e n  it is in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e g u l a t i o n s  of t h a t  facility.

This w o u l d  a l l e v i a t e  u n d u e  s tres s and e m o t i o n a l  t r a u m a  for the 
f a m i l y  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  died. Currently, n u r s e s  h a v e  to 
w a i t  for m a n y  h o u r s  (often 4-10 hours) u n t i l  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  
p h y s i c i a n  o r  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  p h y s i c i a n  a r rives to p r o n o u n c e  
death. U n t i l  t h a t  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  is made, the f a m i l y  is kept 
in t u r m o i l  w h i l e  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  care is c o n t i n u e d  (such as 
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of IV's, etc.). N o t  o n l y  c o u l d  t h e r e  be 
r e d u c t i o n  o f  m e n t a l  stress, b u t  costs c o u l d  be reduced.

On c e  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  is made, t h e  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  m e a s u r e s  can 
cease. T h e  p h y s i c i a n  w o u l d  still ba r e q u i r e d  to s i g n  the 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  d e a t h  e x c e p t  in c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a l rea dy 
in s t a t u t e  or r e g ulation. T h o s e  e x c e p t i o n s  p r i m a r i l y  addres s 
i s o l a t e d  a r e a s  of t h e  bush.

SB 43 is s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of Nursing, the A l a s k a  
Nurses' A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  A l a s k a  M e d i c a l  A s so ciation, t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  Soci al Services, the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  Developmen t, and the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  SB 43 has 3 zero fiscal notes. It p a s s e d  the 
S e n a t e  b y  an 18-0 vote.

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  14 s t a t e s  a l l o w  a n u r s e  to p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  unde r 
c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  M o s t  of t h e s e  laws h a v e  b e e n  e n a c t e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  10 y e a r s  as m o r e  n u r s e s  h a v e  b e c o m e  involved 
w i t h  t h e  t e r m i n a l l y  ill patient.

NOTE: T h e  S e n a t e  H e s s  C o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  r e f l e c t s  o nly
t e c h n i c a l  changes.

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  of S e n a t e  Bill 43.
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Committee 8ub»titute 
Senate Bill No. 43

For an A c t  entitled: "An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  to 
d e t e r m i n e  and p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . "

SB 43 a l l o w s  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e s  to d e t e r m i n e  and p r o n o u n c e  
d e a t h  in a s p e c i f i c  s e t  of c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w i t h  w r i t t e n  p r i o r  
a p p r o v a l  of f i n i t e  d u r a t i o n  from an a t t e n d a n t  physician .

W h i l e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  b e l i e v e s  that c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  and 
r e g u l a t i o n s  are p e r m i s s i v e  enough to a l l o w  this activity, 
c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  in m a n y  f acilit ies a p p e a r s  to e x c l u d e  RNs 
from d e t e r m i n i n g  and p r o n o u n c i n g  death. T h i s  practic e, at 
least in the l i m i t e d  c o n t e x t  of SB43, r e s u l t s  in u n n e c e s s a r y  
delays a n d  could r e s u l t  in u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  life- 
t h r e a t e n i n g  c a l l s  to EMTs.

The D e p a r t m e n t  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  SB 43, as it is c u r r e n t l y  
structur ed, w i l l  h a v e  no i m p a c t  on the D e p a r t m e n t .  S i n c e  t h e  
bill a d d r e s s e s  a c t u a l  and p o t e n t i a l  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
s u p p o r t s  its passage.

R e c o m m e n d e d

Act&rig Di 
D i v i s i o n  o lie H e a l t h

Date: <3 /  A .

Approved:
T h e o d o r e  M a l ^ f  M.D., M.P.H, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  

and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

D a te : 'P — i
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CSSB 43 (HESS): An Act authorizing a registered nurse to
determine and pronounce death under certain 
circumstances.

CSSB 43 (HESS) adds a new section to AS 08.68 which will allow registered 
nurses to pronounce death under certain circumstances. These circumstances 
include: (1) that an attending physician has documented in the person’s medical 
or clinical record that the person’s death is anticipated; (2) that upon 
documentation by the physician, the physician may authorize a specific 
registered nurse or nurses to make the death pronouncement; and (3) that 
nurses employed by health facilities may also pronounce death under 
established facility procedures.
At the November 1990 meeting of the Board of Nursing, the board endorsed the 
concept of nurses pronouncing death. The board believes registered nurses to be 
educationally and clinically prepared to pronounce death under the 
circumstances described. The board also believes it is in the best interests of the 
patient’s family to have the nurse, who has been working with the family, to 
make the death pronouncement rather than calling paramedics and/or local law 
enforcement individuals into the home to pronounce death for the person who 
chooses to die at home.
The department’s previous concern over item (f) which grants the Department 
of Health, and Social Services the authority to adopt regulations to implement 
this section has been resolved and, therefore, the department supports passage 
of CSSB 43 (HESS).
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Glenn A.Ulds, Commissioner

Date: m /
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020191c
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1 9 9 1  L E G IS L A T IO N  
P O SIT IO N  PA PER 

D E P A R TM E N T O F  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

Division Pioneers' Benefits______________________________   Bill Number C S S B 4 3  ( H E S  )

Bill Title_ A n  act authorizing a registered nurse to determine a n H  p r n n n n n r p  death 

under certain circumstances.

Position Statement: Explain briefly what bill does, Its Impacts and Department's position, I.e.
a) support, b) do not support, c) neutral or d) oppose.

This is a b i l l  t h a t  appears long o v e r d u e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of 
l o n g - t e r m  c a r e  nursing, because the p h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  c o m f o r t a b l y  
relied  o n  t h e  skills of the r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  to d e t e r m i n e  a n d  
p r o n o u n c e  death. A  p h y s i c i a n  is v e r y  s e l d o m  p r e s e n t  w h e n  a 
re s i d e n t  d i e s  a n d  m a y  not be r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  
r e g u i r e d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  The n u r sing staff in the h o m e s  e x p r e s s e d  
support  f o r  th is bill.

This b i l l  is a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  b y  the A l a s k a  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  
the A l a s k a  N u r s e s '  Association.

APPROVED:

Director Barbara Division P i o n e e r s’ Benefits

print name

Signature________________________________________Date_______________ _— — ----

Signature n / h U l v V r f o A  V ly  Date V / j  IM j

(For more Information, call Barbara Pritchett 465-2200) Rev. 1/23/91
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE A 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

DIVISION OF OCCUPA TlONAL LICENSING

7TH FLOOR FRONTIER SLOG. 
3 U 1 C  STREET, SUITE 722 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA H IM  
PHONE: Iton 5I1J878

November 27, 1990

Carol Clausson
13200 Ridgeview Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99516

Dear caroli

Thank you for attending the Board of Nursing Meeting on 
November 1, 1990, where the Board of Nursing addressed the
issue of registered nurses pronouncing death.

The board did pass a motion at that meeting to support the 
Alaska Nuraea Aaaociation's propoaal for pronouncement of 
death by regiatered nurae if tha death ia anticipated, that ia 
which is in tha opinion of the attending-* physician expected 
due to illnaaa, infirmity or disease. The board appreciates
tha information that you oharod from tha raooovch whioh you 
conducted which explored the issue in other states.

Carol, you are to be commended for your efforts to pursue thia 
issue. The Board of Nursing wishes you the beat of luck in 
meeting your goal during the next legislative session. If we 
can be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to contaot 
u s .

cc: Randall P. B u m s ,  Director
Division of Occupational Licensing

Pam Ventgen, Executive Secretary 
Alaska State Medical Board

I2 4 4 n /m h

Sincerely,

Call M. McGuill, KN 
Executive Secretary 
Alaska Board of Nursing

0*HiaUH
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The A l a s k a  N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  is 

marling an e f f o r t  to al l o w  th e  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  in A l a s k a  to 

p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  v e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

In t h e  h o s p i t a l  s e t t i n g ,  w e  a s s e r t  t h a t  h a v i n g  e i t h e r  the  

a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  o r  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  p h y s i c i a n  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  

:ar. r e s u l t  in a d e l a y  in t n e  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  w h i c h  m a y  in t u r n  

re s u l t  in a p e r i o d  o f  a n x i e t y  for t h e  p a t i e n t s  fam ily . T h e  s a m e  

n c i d s  t r u e  f o r  t h e  H o m e  r . e a i t h / H o s p i c e  s e t t i n g  w h e r e  Z M T S  m a y  

; r e n o u n c e . In A l a s k a ' s  u n i q u e  r u r a l  s e t t i n g ,  w h e r e  £ cate 

T r c o p e r s  m a y  prcr.cur.ce. cr.ere c o u l d  b e  q u i t e  a de la y.

T hi s  i s s u e  w a s  v o t e d  cn at t h e  A N A  C o n v e n t i o n  in M a r c h  o f  

1330 a nd  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  o p p o s i n g  v o t e s .  T h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  of 

N u r s i n g  v o t e d  t o  e n d o r s e  o u r  e f f o r t s .

R e s e a r c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  i s s u e  in o t h e r  s t a t e s .  

F o r t y  s t a t e s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  c u r  i n q u i r y .  T h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  as 

f e l l : -s : N u r s e s  m a y  p r e n o u n c e  d e a t h  in f i f t e e n  states.

•ever.teen s t a t e s  is n e t  a l l o w  for it. S i x  ctr.er s t a t e s  to n o t  

a l l o w  for it; n o - w e v e r . a t t e m p t s  a r e  b e i n g  c e n d u e  tec. to m a n g e  

t h i s . T -<j s t a t e s  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  u n c l e a r .

pro.'pose t h a t  a R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  in t n e  S t a t e  *.f A l a s k a  b e  

p e r m i t t e e  t o  t r e nt -r . o e  : e atn  ur.der t h e s e  c i r c u r n s t a n t e s : if tne

^ • i a n  in i ~ • p c ici z  h  ts, ~ n  % 3. 0  st n n  v h  i. cn  * 3 , : ** * * * c * ̂  n

Carol Clausson R.N.

ANA D i s t r i c t  1 B o a rd  M em ber

A N A  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e s

1 1 U rr 3  n
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l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n

4107 Lau re l S treet • Anchorage, A laska 995 08 -53 34  • (9 07 )56 2 -2 6 62

F e b ru a ry  8, 1991

H o n o ra b le  V irg in ia C ollins 
A lask a  S ta te  L eiiisla tu re  
P.O . Box V  (M S"3I00) 
Ju n e a u , A la sk a  99811

D e a r  S e n a to r  Collins:

T h e  A lask a  S ta te  M edica l A sso cia tio n  in ca refu l study, su p p o rt y o u r 
e ffo rts  in th e  passage o f S e n a te  Bill N o. 43 au th o riz in g  a re g is te re d  
n u rse  to  d e te rm in e  and  p ro n o u n c e  d e a th  u n d e r  ce rta in  c ircu m stan ces."

If w e can assist y o u r effo rts , d o  not h es ita te  to  call.

.^--Smeerely.

u . — '----------

R ay S chalow  
E xecu tive D ire c to r

cc/R . U rio n


