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M E M O R A N D U M

T O M e m b e r s  o f  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M R e p . M a x  G r u e n b e r g

RE: S p o n s o r  S t  itement H J R  72

D A T E F e b r u a r y  2 5 , 1 9 9 2

I w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  of H J R  72 
" P r o p o s i n g  an a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of 
A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  t o  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e " .

H J R  72 p u r p o s e s  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t ,  t h a t  w o u l d  
e s t a b l i s h  a L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d .  T h e  b o a r d  w i l l  
s u b m i t  i t ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  
e a c h  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e i r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w i l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  
o n  th'' c o n v e n i n g  o f  t h e  of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  n e x t  
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  t w o  t h i r d s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  e a c h  
h o u s e  d i s a p p r o v e s .  If  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d  is 
r e j e c t e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  m e m b e r s  c o n t i n u e s .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s  b i l l ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  
S t a n  R o b b i n s  i n  m y  o f f i c e  (4968) .

T h a n k  yo u .

SPONSOR STATEMENT



Date Referred: February 19, 1992 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date o f Committee Action: 3
The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered:

H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T
(7)

Judiciary
Finance

HJR 72

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 72 COMPENSATION FOR LEGISLATORS

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State o f Alaska relating to compensation of members o f the 
legislature.
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SUBJECT: L e g i s l a t i v e  p ay  r a i s e s  d u r in g  th e  c u r r e n t
s e s s i o n  (W ork O rder N o. 6 —1501)

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  Max G ru en b erg

FROM: R ic h a r d  A . B r a d le y
L e g i s l a t i v e  C ounsel^

You h ave  ask ed  t h a t  we p r o v id e  f o r  y ou  an a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  i n s o f a r  as th e y  l i m i t  th e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  r a i s e  th e  c o m p e n s a t io n  o f  
i t s  members d u r in g  th e  c u r r e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  The 
p r o v i s i o n  you d e s c r i b e  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  common th o u g h  i t  com es 
in  v a r io u s  fo r m s .

C e r ta in  p o in t s  s h o u ld  b e  made a b o u t th e  f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s i s .  
The m a t e r ia l  i s  q u o t e d  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  m a t e r i a l  in  b r a c k e t s .  
Any p r o v i s i o n  r e g a r d in g  th e  tim e w it h in  w h ich  a s a l a r y  
ch an ge  may ta k e  e f f e c t  i s  s t a t e d  u n le s s  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
s o u r c e  i s  s i l e n t .

The a n a ly s is  f o l l o w s ;  c o p i e s  o f  th e  e n t i r e  s e c t i o n s  from  
w h ich  th e  q u o te  i s  ta k e n  a r e  e n c l o s e d .

(1 )  A labam a: [H as a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  co m p e n s a t io n  l i m i t a t i o n  
o f ]  te n  d o l l a r s  p e r  day and te n  c e n t s  p e r  m i le  [ f o r  t r a v e l ,  
c o s t s ] .  A r t .  IV , s e c .  49 as amended by Amendment 39 a n d '57'.

(2 ) A r iz o n a : The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a ll , n e v e r  [ i n c r e a s e  o r  d i ­
m in is h ] th e  c o m p e n s a t io n  o f  any p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  . . . d u r in g  
h is  term  o f  o f f i c e .  A r t .  IV , s e c .  17 . I t  I s  n o t  c l e a r  t h a t  
i t  a p p l i e s  to  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b u t  n o  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  fou n d  
i s  on  p o in t .

(3 )  A rk a n sa s : [ C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  s e t  s a la r y  o f  $ 7 ,5 0 0  p e r
annum (P r e s id e n t  p r o  tem  and S p e a k e r : $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 ) .  P er  d iem ,
e x p e n s e s , m ile a g e  a s  s e t  b y  la w .]  A r t .  V , s e c .  16 as su ­
p e r s e d e d  by Amendment 37 and Amendment 5 6 ; o n ly  t h e  l a t t e r  
i s  e n c l o s e d .
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a x  G r u e n b e r g
P a g e  2
M a y  1 9 ,  1 9 8 9

(A ) C a l i f o r n i a :  C om p en sa tion  . . . and re im b u rse m e n t f o r
t r a v e l  and l i v i n g  e x p e n s e s  . . . s h a l l  be p r e s c r i b e d  b y
s t a t u t e  [e n a c te d  b y ] two t h i r d s  o f  th e  m em bersh ip  o f  e a ch  
h o u s e . [An] a d ju s tm e n t o f  th e  annu al co m p e n s a t io n  . . . may 
n o t  e x ce e d  an amount e q u a l  t o  5 p e r c e n t  f o r  e a ch  c a le n d a r  
y e a r  f o l l o w in g  th e  o p e r a t i v e  d a te  o f  th e  l a s t  a d ju s tm e n t  . .
. . A n y  a d j u s t m e n t  in c o m p e n s a t i o n  m a y  n o t  a p p l y  u n t i l  the 
c o m m e n c e m e n t  of t h e  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  c o m m e n c i n g  a f t e r  t h e  
n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t u t e .  
Art. IV, sec. A.

(5 )  C o lo r a d o : [ S ] a l a r y  and e x p e n se s  . . . a r e  p r e s c r i b e d
by  law . No g e n e r a l  a s s e m b ly  s h a l l  f i x  i t s  own s a l a r y .  Mem­
b e r s  . . . s h a l l  r e c e i v e  th e  same m ile a g e  r a t e  p e r m it t e d  f o r  
t r a v e l  as o th e r  s t a t e  e m p lo y e e s . A r t .  V, s e c .  6 .

(6) C o n n e c t i c u t :  T h e  s a l a r y  . . . a n d  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
e x p e n s e s  . . . s h a l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  b y  law. A r t .  I l l ,  sec. 

17.

(7 )  D e la w are . [M ]em bers . . . s h a l l  r e c e i v e  an a n n u a l s a l ­
a ry  and an annual e x p e n s e  a l lo w a n c e  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 
o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  and p r o p e r  p u r p o s e s  . . .  a s  th e  G e n e r a l 
A ssem bly  s h a l l  b y  law  p r o v i d e .  A r t .  I I ,  s e c .  15 .

(8) F l o r i d a :  N o  p r o v i s i o n  o n  p o i n t  w a s  f o u n d .

(9 )  G e o r g ia : The m em bers . . . s h a l l  r e c e i v e  su ch  s a la r y
as s h a l l  b e  p r o v id e d  b y  la w , p r o v id e d  th a t  n o  i n c r e a s e  in  
s a la r y  s h a l l  becom e e f f e c t i v e  p r i o r  t o  th e  end o f  t h e  term  
d u r in g  w h ich  su ch  ch a n ge  i s  m ade. A r t .  I l l ,  S e c .  IV , P a ra .
V I .

(1 0 )  H a w a ii: [ L e g i s l a t i v e  s a la r y  com m iss ion  s e t s  com p en -,
s a t i o n . ]  A change in  s a l a r y  s h a l l  n o t  a p p ly  t o  th e  v *
l e g i s l a t u r e  to  w h ich  th e  re com m en d a tion  . . . was s u b m it t e d .
A r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  9 .

(11) Idaho: [ C o m p e n s a t i o n  s e t  b y  a c i t i z e n s  c o m m i t t e e  o n  
l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  L e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  r e j e c t  a r e c o m ­
me n d a t i o n ;  if t h a t  o c c u r s ,  p r i o r  r a t e s  r e m a i n  i n  e f f e c t . ]  
Art. I l l ,  sec. 2 3 .

(1 2 )  I l l i n o i s :  A member s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a s a l a r y  and a l l o w ­
an ce  as p r o v id e d  b y  la w , b u t  ch a n ges  . . . s h a l l  n o t  ta k e  
e f f e c t  d u r in g  th e  term  f o r  w h ich  h e  has b e e n  e l e c t e d .  A r t .  
IV , s e c .  11.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Max G ru e n b e rg
P a g e  3
May 19 , 1989

( 1 3 )  I n d i a n a :  [ C ] o m p e n s a t i o n  [ s h a l l ]  b e  f i x e d  b y  l a w ;  b u t  
n o  i n c r e a s e  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  d u r i n g  t h e  
s e s s i o n  a t  w h i c h  s u c h  i n c r e a s e  may b e  m a d e .  A r t .  4 ,  s e c .
2 9 .

( 1 4 )  I o w a :  [ C ] o m p e n s a t i o n  . . . s h a l l  b e  f i x e d  b y  la w  [ b u t  
d o e s n ' t  t a k e  e f f e c t ]  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c o n v e n i n g  o f  t h e  n e x t  G e n ­
e r a l  A s s e m b l y  . . . .  A r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  2 5 .

( 1 5 )  K a n s a s :  [ C ] o m p e n s a t i o n  [ s h a l l  b e ]  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w  o r  
. . . d e t e r m i n e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  l a w .  A r t .  2 ,  s e c .  3 .

( 1 6 )  K e n t u c k y :  [ A p p a r e n t l y  s e t  b y  l a w : ]  " P r o v i d e d ,  No 
c h a n g e  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n  a t  w h i c h  i t  i s  
m a d e ;  . . . "  S e c .  4 2 .

( 1 7 )  L o u i s i a n a :  No p r o v i s i o n  o n  p o i n t  w as  f o u n d .

( 1 8 )  M a i n e :  [ C ] o m p e n s a t i o n  . . . s h a l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  
l a w ;  b u t  n o  l a w  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h a l l  t a k e  
e f f e c t  d u r i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  w h i c h  e n a c t ­
e d  i t .  A r t .  I V ,  s e c .  7 .

( 1 9 )  M a r y l a n d :  [T h e  s t a t e  u s e s  a  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n . ]
T h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  may r e d u c e  o r  r e j e c t ,  b u t  n o t  i n c r e a s e
[ i t s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ] .  The r e s o l u t i o n  . . . s h a l l  t a k e
e f f e c t  . . .  a s  o f  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  o f  
t h e  n e x t  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  . . . .  A r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 5 .

( 2 0 )  M a s s a c h u s e t t s :  [D o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  l a w  o n  t h e
s u b j e c t ;  a r t .  LXV i s  n o t  r e a l l y  o n  p o i n t . ]

( 2 1 )  M i c h i g a n :  [T h e  s t a t e  u s e s  a  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n .  
T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  may b e  r e j e c t e d  o n l y  b y  a 2 / 3 r d s  v o t e . , .  
T im e  o f  t a k i n g  e f f e c t  n o t  s p e c i f i e d . ]  A r t .  I V ,  s e c .  1 2 . v *

( 2 2 )  M i n n e s o t a :  T he  c o m p e n s a t i o n  . . . s h a l l  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  
b y  l a w .  No i n c r e a s e  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  d u r ­
i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  m em b ers  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  h o u s e  
o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  h a v e  b e e n  e l e c t e d .  A r t  I V ,  s e c .  9 .

( 2 3 )  M i s s i s s i p p i :  [ C ] o m p e n s a t i o n  [ s h a l l ]  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  
l a w  . . . ; b u t  n o  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  s u c h  c o m p e n s a t i o n  . . . 
s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n  a t  w h i c h  i t  i s  m a d e .  
A r t .  I V ,  s e c .  4 6 .
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( 2 4 )  M i s s o u r i :  [ P r o v i d e d  b y  l a w . ]  No l a w  . . . s h a l l  b e ­
com e e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  th e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n
. . . n e x t  f o l l o w i n g  th e  s e s s i o n  a t  w h i c h  t h e  l a w  was e n ­
a c t e d .  [N o  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d ;  o n l y  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  b y  
p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  c l e r k .  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  o f  $1 f o r  e a c h  t e n  m i l e s  t r a v ­
e l l e d .  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  p e r  d i e m  o f  $ 1 0 ,  s u b ­
j e c t  t o  v a r i a n c e  b y  la w ,  a l s o  w i t h o u t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a c t . ]  
A r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 6 .

( 2 5 )  M o n t a n a :  [ P r o v i d e d  b y  l a w . ]  No l e g i s l a t u r e  may f i x
i t s  own c o m p e n s a t i o n .  A r t .  V ,  s e c .  5 .

( 2 6 )  N e b r a s k a :  [ S a l a r y  s e t  b y  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  a c t u a l
t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d . ]  M em b ers  . . . s h a l l  r e c e i v e  n o  
p a y  o r  p e r q u i s i t e s  o t h e r  t h a n  . . . s a l a r y  a n d  e x p e n s e s  . .
. . A r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  7 .  [M ay n o t  b e ]  i n c r e a s e d  o r  d e c r e a s e d  
d u r i n g  h i s  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  [ b u t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
o f  t h e  n e x t  t e r m  o f  any  m e m b e rs  e l e c t e d ,  e v e n  a s  t o  m em bers 
n o t  t h e n  r e e l e c t e d . ]  A r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 9 .

( 2 7 )  N e v a d a :  [ C o m p e n s a t i o n  s h a l l ]  b e  f i x e d  b y  la w  . . .
b u t  n o  i n c r e a s e  . . . s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  d u r i n g  t h e  te rm  f o r  
w h i c h  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  e i t h e r  h o u s e  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  e l e c t e d ;
. . . . A r t .  4 ,  s e c .  3 3 .

( 2 8 )  New H a m p s h i r e :  [ C o m p e n s a t i o n  i s  s e t  c o n s t i t u t i o n ­
a l l y . ]  P a r t  I I ,  a r t .  15.

( 2 9 )  New J e r s e y :  [ C o m p e n s a t i o n  s h a l l ]  b e  f i x e d  b y  law  [ a n d  
m em bers  m ay n o t  r e c e i v e  a n y ]  o t h e r  a l l o w a n c e  o r  e m o lu m e n t ,  
d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  f o r  a n y  p u r p o s e  w h a t e v e r .  A r t .  I V ,  
S e c .  I V ,  P a r a .  7 .  [N ]o  i n c r e a s e  o r  d e c r e a s e  s h a l l  b e  e f f e c ­
t i v e  u n t i l  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  . 
e l e c t i o n  . . . .  A r t .  I V ,  S e c .  I V ,  P a r a .  8 .

( 3 0 )  New M e x i c o :  [ C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d ]  p e r  d iem  
[ o f ]  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $75 f o r  e a c h  d a y ' s  a t t e n d a n c e  d u r i n g  e a c h  
s e s s i o n ,  a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w ,  a n d  $ . 2 5  f o r  e a c h  m i l e  t r a v e l e d  
i n  g o i n g  t o  a n d  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  t h e  s e a t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  o n c e  
e a c h  s e s s i o n  [ p l u s ]  p e r  d ie m  e x p e n s e s  a n d  m i l e a g e  f o r  . . . 
l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  [ h e a r i n g s ] ;  a n d  n o  o t h e r  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  
p e r q u i s i t e ,  o r  a l l o w a n c e .  A r t .  I V ,  s e c .  1 0 .

( 3 1 )  New Y o r k :  E a ch  member . . . s h a l l  r e c e i v e  . . . [ a n ]  
a n n u a l  s a l a r y ,  t o  b e  f i x e d  b y  l a w  [ a n d ]  a c t u a l  t r a v e l i n g  
e x p e n s e s  . . . .  N e i t h e r  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  a n y  m em b er  n o r  an y  
o t h e r  a l l o w a n c e  . . . may b e  i n c r e a s e d  o r  d i m i n i s h e d  d u r i n g
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. . . t h e  t e r m  f o r  w h i c h  h e  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  e l e c t e d ,  n o r  
s h a l l  h e  b e  p a i d  o r  r e c e i v e  a n y  o t h e r  e x t r a  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  
A r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  6 .

( 3 2 )  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a :  [ C o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  a l l o w a n c e s  s h a l l
b e ]  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  l a w .  An i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o r  
a l l o w a n c e s  o f  m em bers  s h a l l  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  a t  t h e  b e g i n ­
n i n g  o f  t h e  n e x t  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n  a t  w h i c h  i t  w as  e n a c t e d .  A r t .  I I ,  
s e c .  16 .

( 3 3 )  N o r t h  D a k o t a .  N o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  w a s  f o u n d .

( 3 4 )  O h i o :  [M em bers  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a ]  f i x e d  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,
t o  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  l a w ,  a n d  n o  o t h e r  a l l o w a n c e  o r  p e r q u i ­
s i t e s ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  p o s t a g e  o r  o t h e r w i s e ;  a n d  n o  
c h a n g e  i n  t h e i r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  d u r i n g  t h e i r  
t e r m  o f  o f f i c e .  A r t .  I I ,  s e c .  3 1 .

( 3 5 )  O k la h o m a :  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e c e i v e  s u c h  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  a s  s h a l l  b e  f i x e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o n  L e g i s l a t i v e  
C o m p e n s a t i o n .  *  *  *  N o m em ber  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m ay s e r v e  
o n  t h e  B o a r d .  [A r e v i e w  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o c c u r s  e a c h  tw o  
y e a r s  a n d  t a k e s  e f f e c t ]  o n  t h e  1 5 th  d a y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s u c ­
c e e d i n g  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  A r t .  V , s e c .  2 1 .

( 3 6 )  O r e g o n :  The m e m b e r s  . . . s h a l l  r e c e i v e  f o r  t h e i r  
s e r v i c e s  a  s a l a r y  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  p a i d  i n  t h e  sa m e  
m a n n er  a s  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  o t h e r  e l e c t e d  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  
e m p l o y e e s .  [T h e  p r o v i s i o n  i s  s i l e n t  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . ]  
A r t .  I V ,  s e c .  2 9 .

( 3 7 )  P e n n s y l v a n i a :  T h e  m em b ers  . . . s h a l l  r e c e i v e  s u c h
s a l a r y  a n d  m i l e a g e  f o r  . . . s e s s i o n s  a s  s h a l l  b e  f i x e d  b y ;  
l a w ,  and  n o  o t h e r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  w h a t e v e r ,  w h e t h e r  f o r  s e r v i c e  
on. a c o m m i t t e e  o r  o t h e r w i s e .  No m em ber o f  e i t h e r  H o u s e  
s h a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  t e r m  f o r  w h i c h  h e  may h a v e  b e e n  e l e c t e d ,  
r e c e i v e  a n y  i n c r e a s e  o r  s a l a r y ,  o r  m i l e a g e ,  u n d e r  a n y  la w  
p a s s e d  d u r i n g  s u c h  t e r m .  A r t .  I I ,  s e c .  8 .

( 3 8 )  R h o d e  I s l a n d :  [ C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o m p e n ­
s a t i o n  $5 p e r  day  ( $ 1 0  f o r  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s )  and  m i l e a g e  
o f  e i g h t  c e n t s  p e r  m i l e ,  p r e s u m a b l y  e a c h  d a y . ]  A m en dm en t 
A r t .  X I ,  s e c .  1.

( 3 9 )  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a :  [ A p p a r e n t l y  f i x e d  b y  la w  a s  i t  p r o ­
v i d e s  t h a t  w h en  m e e t i n g  i n  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n ,  m em bers  r e c e i v e ]
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t h e  same c o m p e n s a t i o n  a s  i s  f i x e d  f o r  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n .
*  *  *  [N o] G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  i n c r e a s e  
t h e  p e r  d ie m  o f  i t s  ow n m e m b e r s .  A r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 9 .

( 4 0 )  S o u th  D a k o t a :  [M em bers  r e c e i v e  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t h e
s a l a r y  f i x e d  b y  la w  . . . a n d  f i v e  c e n t s  f o r  e v e r y  m i l e  o f  
n e c e s s a r y  t r a v e l  . . . T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b y  a t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e  
. . . may f i x  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  . . . m em bers  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
[ a n d ]  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  t h e r e o f  a n d  m ay i n  i t s  
d i s c r e t i o n  d e c r e a s e  o r  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  a n y  o f f i c e r  
d u r i n g  h i s  t e r m .  A r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  6 ,  p a r a  1 ;  a r t .  X X X I ,  s e c .  
2 .

( 4 1 )  T e n n e s s e e :  [ C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d ]  a n n u a l  s a l ­
a r y  o f  $ 1 > 8 0 0  p e r  y e a r  . . . a n d  s u c h  o t h e r  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  
e x p e n s e s  . . .  a s  m ay b e  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w .  [ N ] o  i n c r e a s e  o r  
d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  . . . s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  u n t i l  t h e  
n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  
A s s e m b l y  . . . .  A r t .  I I ,  s e c .  2 3 .

( 4 2 )  T e x a s :  [ C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d ]  s a l a r y  o f  $ 6 0 0  
p e r  m on th  [ a n d ]  a  p e r  d i e m  o f  $30  f o r  e a c h  d a y  [ a n d ]  m i l e a g e  
a s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  l a w  f o r  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  . . . .
A r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  2 4 .

( 4 3 )  U ta h :  [T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  b y  la w  a c c e p t ,  r e j e c t ,  
o r  l o w e r  t h e  s a l a r y  [ r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  a s a l a r y  c o m m i s s i o n ]  b u t  
m ay n o t ,  i n  a n y  e v e n t ,  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  A r t .
V I ,  s e c .  9 .

( 4 4 )  V e r m o n t :  As e v e r y  f r e e m a n ,  t o  p r e s e r v e  h i s  i n d e p e n ­
d e n c e  ( i f  w i t h o u t  a s u f f i c i e n t  e s t a t e )  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  som e 
p r o f e s s i o n ,  c a l l i n g ,  t r a d e ,  o r  f a r m ,  w h e r e b y  h e  may h o n e s t l y  
s u b s i s t ,  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  n e c e s s i t y  f o r ,  n o r  u s e  i n ,  e s t a b - ^  
l i s h i n g  o f f i c e s  o f  p r o f i t ,  t h e  u s u a l  e f f e c t s  o f  w h i c h  a r e ' '  
d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  s e r v i l i t y ,  u n b e c o m i n g  f r e e m e n ,  i n  t h e  p o s ­
s e s s o r s  o r  e x p e c t a n t s ,  a n d  f a c t i o n ,  c o n t e n t i o n ,  a n d  d i s c o r d  
am ong t h e  p e o p l e .  B u t  i f  a n y  man i s  c a l l e d  i n t o  p u b l i c  s e r ­
v i c e  t o  t h e  p r e j u d i c e  o f  h i s  p r i v a t e  a f f a i r s ,  h e  h a s  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  a r e a s o n a b l e  c o m p e n s a t i o n ;  and  w h e n e v e r  an  o f f i c e  
t h r o u g h  i n c r e a s e  o f  f e e s  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  b e c o m e s  s o  p r o f i t a b l e  
as  t o  o c c a s i o n  m any t o  a p p l y  f o r  i t ,  t h e  p r o f i t  o u g h t  t o  b e  
l e s s e n e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  And i f  a n y  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  w i t ­
t i n g l y  and w i l l f u l l y ,  t a k e  g r e a t e r  f e e s  t h a n  t h e  la w  a l l o w s  
h im ,  i t  s h a l l  f o r e v e r  a f t e r  d i s q u a l i f y  h im  f r o m  h o l d i n g  a n y  
o f f i c e  i n  t h i s  S t a t e ,  u n t i l  h e  b e  r e s t o r e d  b y  a c t  o f  l e g i s ­
l a t i o n .  S e c .  61 [ d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  1777 C o n s t i t u t i o n ] ,
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( 4 5 )  V i r g i n i a :  T h e  m e m b e rs  . . . s h a l l  r e c e i v e  s u c h  s a l a r y
a n d  a l l o w a n c e  a s  may b e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  l a w ,  b u t  n o  i n c r e a s e  
i n  s a l a r y  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  f o r  a  g i v e n  m em ber u n t i l  a f t e r  
t h e  t e r m  f o r  w h i c h  h e  w a s  e l e c t e d .  A r t .  I V ,  s e c .  5 .

( 4 6 )  W a s h i n g t o n :  S a l a r i e s  f o r  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
[ a n d  o t h e r s ]  s h a l l  b e  f i x e d  b y  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o m m i s s i o n  . .
. . A n y  c h a n g e  i n  s a l a r y  . . . s h a l l  b e c o m e  la w  n i n e t y  d a y s
t h e r e a f t e r  w i t h o u t  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  g o v e r n o r ,
b u t  s h a l l  b e c o m e  s u b j e c t  t o  r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n  f i l e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  n i n e t y - d a y  p e r i o d .  A f t e r  t h e  . . . a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  la w  
c r e a t i n g  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  n o  a m en d m en t  [ t h a t ]  a l t e r s  t h e  c o m ­
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  i s  v a l i d  u n l e s s  e n a c t e d  b y  a
. . . t w o - t h i r d s  [ v o t e ]  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s .  A r t .  I I f s e c .  2 3 ,  
a s  a m e n d e d  b y  a r t .  X X V I I I .  N o t e  t h a t  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  a 
s u b s e q u e n t  am endm ent h a s  o c c u r r e d :  T h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  a l l
e l e c t i v e  . . . s t a t e  . . . o f f i c e r s  w ho d o  n o t  f i x  t h e i r  own 
c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  . . . m ay b e  i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  t e r m s  o f  
o f f i c e  t o  t h e  e n d  t h a t  s u c h  o f f i c e r s  . . . s h a l l  e a c h  s e v e r ­
a l l y  r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e
w i t h  t h e  la w  i n  e f f e c t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  b e i n g
r e n d e r e d .  A r t .  XXX.

( 4 7 )  W e s t  V i r g i n i a :  [ C o m p e n s a t i o n  . . . a n d  . . . a l l o w ­
a n c e s  s h a l l  b e  . . . e s t a b l i s h e d  . . .  b y  t h e  [ s a l a r y ]  c o m ­
m i s s i o n  . . . a n d  t h e r e a f t e r  e n a c t e d  i n t o  g e n e r a l  l a w  b y  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  a t  a  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  . . . .  T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
may . . . r e d u c e  b u t  n o t  i n c r e a s e  [ t h e ]  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o r  
e x p e n s e  a l l o w a n c e  [ r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ] .  [T h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  c h a n g e . ]  
A r t .  V I ,  s e c .  3 3 .

( 4 8 )  W i s c o n s i n :  [ C ] o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  a n y  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  [m ay 
n o t ]  b e  i n c r e a s e d  o r  d i m i n i s h e d  d u r i n g  h i s  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  ...
. . . A r t .  I V ,  s e c .  2 6 .  v *

( 4 9 )  W y o m in g :  T h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  l e g ­
i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  b e  a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w ;  b u t  n o  l e g i s l a t u r e  
s h a l l  f i x  i t s  own c o m p e n s a t i o n .  A r t .  3 ,  s e c .  6 .
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BY REP. MARTIN

1 IN  THE HOUSE
2 HOUSE JO IN T  RESOLUTION NO. 60
3 IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4  SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESS ION
5 P r o p o s i n g  an  amendment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u -
6 t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  t o
7 c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  members  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a -
8 t u r e .
9 BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10  *  S e c t i o n  1 .  A r t i c l e  I I ,  s e c .  7 ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,
11  i s  amended t o  r e a d :
1 2  SECTION 7 .  SALARY AND EXPENSES, L e g i s l a t o r s  s h a l l  r e c e i v e
13 a n n u a l  s a l a r i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l
14  e s t a b l i s h  by  l a w  a L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d .  The L e g i s l a t i v e
15 C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  s h a l l  s u b m i t  i t s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  f i r s t
16 r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  e a c h  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t a k e
17 e f f e c t  on  t h e  c o n v e n in g  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l
18 e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  d i s a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  m em ber-
19 s h i p  o f  e a c h  h o u s e .  I f  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e j e c t s  a r e c -
2 0  om m en d a t io n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g  com-
2 1  p e n s a t i o n  f o r  m embers o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n t i n u e s  i n  e f f e c t . -  t » e g i s -
2 2  l a t o r s  [ .  THEY] may r e c e i v e  a p e r  d i e m  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  e x p e n s e s  w h i l e
2 3  i n  s e s s i o n  and  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  g o i n g  t o  and  f r o m
2 4  s e s s i o n s .  P r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s  may r e c e i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n .
2 5  *  S e c .  2 .  The amendment p r o p o s e d  b y  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be p l a c e d
26  b e f o r e  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a t  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  i n  c o n f o r m i t y
2 7  w i t h  a r t .  X I I I ,  s e c .  1 ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  a nd  t h e  e l e c -
2 8  t i o n  law s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .
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T w e n t y - s e v e n t h  A m e n d m e n t  S t i l l  K i c k i n g  A r o u n d

Like motherhood and 
practically any kind of pie, 
there are a few things almost 
nobody would argue with. 
So it is with a proposal to re­
quire an election to intervene 
between the enactment of a 
congressional pay raise and 
its actual payout to sitting 
members of Congress. Every 
time the Congress wiggles its 
way through some convolut­
ed process of raising its own 
pay without being noticed, 
some faint cries arise and 
these days so does the 200- 
year-old proposal.

Back in 1789, the Congress 
proposed a series of 12 con­
stitutional amendments, of 
which 10 became the Bill of 
Rights. The second proposal 
read, "No law varying the 
compensation for the ser­
vices of Senators and Repre­
sentatives shall take effect, 
until an election of Represen­

tatives shall have inter­
vened." It was approved in 
the 18th century by only six 
states (Delaware, Maryland, 
North Carolina, South Caroli­
na, Vermont and Virginia), 
four short of the number then 
necessary to put it in the 
Constitution. Although dor­
mant, it lived on through ap­
parent oversight: That early 
Congress set no deadline 
date for its ratification. It 
continues to be rediscovered 
in one state after another 
with the prompting of a 
young Texas legislative aide, 
Gregory Watson, who ap­
pears to have made his life's 
goal getting the thing adopt­
ed. Watson writes to legisla­
tors all over the country, pa­
tiently describing the lan­
guage of the amendment and 
its legislative history.

By 1984, when the amend­
ment came to the attention of

this magazine, it had been 
ratified only by Ohio (in 
1873), Wyoming (in 1978) 
and Maine (1983), and was 
under consideration in Col­
orado. To add confusion, the 
National Archives informed 
State Legislatures that it had 
no record of any states rati­
fying the amendment after 
the first six, an admission 
that touched off some ques­
tions about the disposition of 
legislative resolutions in 
general. Itturnedoutthat,in 
some states at least, legisla­
tors wishing to give 
Congress a sense of their 
concerns weren't getting 
through too well because no­
body ever mailed the resolu­
tions to Washington.

Watson's crusade picked 
up steam with ratification by 
nine more states in the next 
couple of years, and 20 more 
through 1991. Now all but

" S b w  M e "  S t a t e  S h o w s  O t h e r s

Each year, Missourians 
spend nearly $10 billion to 
buy energy to fuel their cars, 
heat and cool their homes, 
operate appliances and 
equipment, and power in­
dustries. Most of the money 
leaves Missouri to boost the 
economies of other states, 
and the byproducts of burn­
ing fossil fuels contribute to 
global environmental prob­
lems. In its final report, re­
leased in January, the Mis­
souri Commission on Global 
Climate Change and Ozone 
Depletion said its citizens can 
make the state stronger eco­
nomically and environmen­
tally through wiser energy 
use.

After two years of inten­
sive study, the commission's

report proposes options in 13 
areas to reduce the state's con­
tribution to global climate 
change and ozone loss. Glob­
al warming may occur as a re­
sult of "greenhouse gas" 
emissions—principally carbon 
dioxide—from the burning of 
fossil fuels in motor vehicles, 
electrical power plants and 
other industries. Among the 
options are a statewide goal to 
reduce carbon emissions by 20 
percent by 2005, energy con­
servation by utilities, in­
creased education, increased 
use of carpooIs and mass tran­
sit, energy-efficient building 
measures, development of re­
newable energy sources, re­
forestation and sustainable 
agriculture techniques.

"If we fail to address Mis­

souri's contribution to these 
global environmental prob­
lems, we will suffer in two 
ways," says Representative 
Karen McCarthy, chair of the 
commission and the House 
Ways and Means Committee. 
"We will diminish the quality 
of life for ourselves and our 
children, and we will lose the 
opportunity to benefit eco­
nomically by becoming a 
leader in the response to 
these problems."

McCarthy expressed satis­
faction that the members of 
the commission have com­
piled a "thoughtful, realistic 
set of options to guide Mis­
souri's long-range energy fu­
ture."

"This blueprint can help 
us achieve economic and en­

15 states have approved the 
amendment, and only three 
are needed to add i: to the 
Constitution, if the National 
Archives has got its records 
in order.

Last fall a bipartisan group 
of 35 freshmen congressmen 
headed by Representative 
John Boehner of Ohio intro­
duced a resolution urging that 
any three of the remaining 15 
states ratify the amendment. 
Boehner pointed out that 11 
of those 15 have similar 
amendments applying to 
their own legislatures already 
written into their state consti­
tutions. The 15 states that 
have yet to ratify are Alaba­
ma, California, Hawaii, Illi­
nois, Kentucky, Mas­
sachusetts, Michigan, Missis­
sippi, Missouri, Nebraska, 
New Jersey, New York, Penn­
sylvania, Rhode Island and 
Washington.

vironmental benefits," Mc­
Carthy says. "Other states al­
ready have begun to look at 
our example."

Why should Missouri be 
concerned with global warm­
ing? When ranked with all of 
the states and 191 nations, 
Missouri places 47th in the 
world in total carbon emis­
sions. Among the states, 
Missouri ranks 18th as a gen­
erator of atmospheric ca: oon 
dioxide and 27th in the in­
dustrial release of ozone-de­
pleting chemicals.

To obtain a copy of the 
Missouri Commission's re­
port, call Representative 
Karen McCarthy's office at 
(314) 751-2723, or the Mis­
souri House Research Office 
at (314) 751-2979.
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