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Dkte Referred: February 19, 1991 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date o f Committee Action: 3  |

The JUDICIARY Committee considered: Ii£R. 7.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 7 RATIFY BILL OF RIGHTS BICENTENNIAL

Proclaiming 1991 to be the Bill o f Rights Bicentennial year in Alaska.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
be replaced with________
[ ] have attached amendments(s) 

do pass 
[ ] do not pass 
[ ] no recommendations 
[ ] individual recommendations 
[ ] additional referral to the___

the same title 
.[ ] a new title

Committee

ADOPTS: letter o f Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOIE(s):

[ ] fiscal impact____________________

(Dtpl) APPROVES PREVIOUS: 

[ ] fiscal note(s)_______

(Dept/D Me)

j l  fyQ zero fiscal note [ ] zero fiscal note(s)



ELY & HAVELOCK
6 0 8  W E S T  F O U R T H  A V E N U E ,  S U I T E  21 276-l91b

LAW OFFICES

ROBERT c . ELY A N C H O R A C E , A LA SK A  9 9 5 0 1  facsim ile
IOHN E. HAVELOCK (907) 258-9053

M a r c h  6, 1991

Rep. M.A. M i l l e r  and 
J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

RE: H C R  No. 7; B i l l  of R i g h t s  B i c e n t e n n i a l

D e a r  F r i e n d s ,

O n e  r e p o r t  a f t e r  an o t h e r ,  c o n f i r m i n g  t h e  c r i s i s  in  A m e r i c a n  
e d u c a t i o n ,  h a s  s t r e s s e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  role, in t h e  s u c c e s s  of 
t h e  A m e r i c a n  e n t e r p r i s e ,  of i n s t r u c t i o n  in c i v i c s .  T h e  
t h r e a t  p o s e d  t o  o u r  f u t u r e  b y  t h e  f a i l u r e  of n e w  g e n e r a t i o n s  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  f u n d i m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s  is grave.

I w o u l d  h o p e  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n  in t h e  m e a n i n g  of t h e  B i l l  o f  
R i g h t s  is a l r e a d y  u n d e r w a y  in a l l  o u r  s c h o o l s ,  f o r  e v e r y  
cla s s ,  e v e r y  year. H o w e v e r ,  t h e  b i c e n t e n n i a l  y e a r  p o s e s  a 
s p e c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e m i n d  all, y o u n g  a n d  old, of t h e  
c e n t r a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  c o n c e p t  of  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s  t o  o u r  
d e m o c r a c y .

T o o  m a n y  A m e r i c a n s  e q u a t e  d e m o c r a c y  o n l y  w i t h  m a j o r i t y  rule, 
y e t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e p u b l i c  w a s  f o u n d e d  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  
m i n o r i t i e s  of o p i n i o n  a n d  i n t e r e s t  w i t h i n  a m a j o r i t y  m u s t  
h a v e  t h e i r  r i g h t s  r e s p e c t e d  as a r e s t r a i n t  o n  m a j o r i t a r i a n  
a b s o l u t i s m .  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m  a n d  t h e  B i l l  of R i g h t s  a r e  
t h e  p r i m e  v i r t u e s  of t h e  A m e r i c a n  system.

I u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  H C R  7.

t h e  U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n . )

S i n c e r e l y ,

, C o m m i s s i o n  t o  C e l e b r a t e




