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April 16r 1991

The Honorable Dave Donley

Chairman/ House Judiciary Committee
P.O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Donley:

I am writing to request that the Judiciary Committee schedule a
hearing on House Bill 91, relating to the jurisdiction of the
district court, at its earliest convenience. This bill was
introduced at the request of the Alaska Court System.

Current law provides that the superior court has jurisdiction in
civil cases exceeding $50,000 in value; the district court has
jurisdiction over claims not exceeding that amount. However,
current law also requires that all actions against the state be
brought in superior court, regardless of the size of the claim.
This has resulted 1iIn situations like one which took place
recently iIn Fairbanks, when the superior court was used to try a
$2000 claim against the state. Not only 1is $2000 significantly
less than the maximum amount of the district court"s
jurisdiction, it is significantly less than the maximum amount of
a small claims case ($5,000).

This restriction on district court jurisdiction was enacted at
the time of statehood, when district court judges were not
required to be attorneys. The prevailing view was that cases in
which the state was a defendant should not be decided by a coir t
presided over by a person who was not learned in the law. Today,
however, this distinction is an anachronism, since a district
court judge must be licensed to practice law iIn Alaska, and 1is
subject to the same appointive and retention election processes
as are judges of the superior court.
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Dave Donley

HB 91 proposes to treat the state like any other litigant, by
making it subject to the jurisdiction of the district court when
the matter in controversy does not exceed $50,000.

As drafted,
law:

Section 1.

Section 2.

Please feel
comments.

CSC:bh

HB 91 would make the following changes to existing

Amends AS 09.50.250, relating to sovereign

immunity. The existing statute requires that a
contract, quasi-contract or tort claim against the
state be brought in superior court. This section

deletes that requirement.

Amends AS 22.15.050, relating to the jurisdiction
of the district court. The existing statute
provides that the jurisdiction of that court does
not extend to cases iIn which the state 1is a
defendant. This section deletes that restriction
on jurisdiction.

free to contact me i1f you have any questions or

Very truly yours,

C. S. Christensen 111
Staff Counsel



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:

Title: An Act listing to the jurisdiction of
the District Court

Sponsor: Judiciary

Requestor: Judiciary Committee

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:
OPERATING FY 92
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS & CLAIMS
TOTAL OPERATING

FY 93

0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING:
GENERAL FUNDS
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL

(Thousands of Dollars)

0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal impact.

C. S. Christensen I, Staff Counsel
Alaska Court System

Prepared by:
Division:

Approved by:

Agency: Alaska Court System

Arthur H. Snowden, Il, Administrative Director J & Z s C ?2 [/ j £ r r

(Thousands of Dollars)

Bill NO. HB91
Department Affected: Alaska Court System
BRU: Trial Courts
Components:
COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 000 | 000 000 | 768
FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97
CO 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 o.c" 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
"7
/(_ Phone: 264-8228
Date: 02/08/91
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Date: s r 02/08/91

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA Bill No. HB91
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: 01/21/92 Department Affected: Alaska Court System
Title: An Act relating to the jurisdiction of BRU: Trial Courts
the District Court Components:

Sponsor: Judiciary

Requestor; Judiciary Committee COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 000 | 000 000 | 768
EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS & CLAIMS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL
REVENUE
FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUNDS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal impact.

Prepared by: C. S. Christensen lllI, Staff Counsel cm fQ j— Phone; 264-8228
Division: Alaska Court System Date: 01/21/92
Approved by:  Arthur H. Snowden, 1, Administrative Director vz C 8 4 (U b —

Agency: Alaska Court System Date: 01/21/92

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).
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