


HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
(7

Date Referred: April 8, 1992 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action: j

Tlie JUDICIARY Committee considered: HB 538

HOUSE BILL NO. 538 DISABILITY/COMP BENEFITS: FIREFIGHTERS

"An Act relating to workers’ compensation and occupational disability benefits for firefighters; and providing
for an effective date."

[ ] the same title

RECOMMENDATIONS:
J 1 a new title

be replaced with
] have attached amendments(s)
] do pass
] do not pass
] no recommendations
] individual recommendations

] additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS: letter of Intent
ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):  (pep APPROVES PREVIOUS: (DepDate)
[XJ fiscal note(s) /)<Ww - 'fe-

[ ] fiscal impact

[ 1 zero fiscal note(s)

[ ] zero fiscal note



FISCAL NOTE N, 1

STATE OF ALASKA
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

1

Ragon Date:

Tile A At rdating towarkers copensation and coouytiordl
disstlity berefits for fire fiahters _

Soosar: Hiis Dirley: Arleldein

Reguestor:

BqendituresRavenLes: (Thousands of Dillas)

CERATING FY®B FYH
PEREONAL SRS 0 0
TRAA 0 0
QONTRACTUAL 0 0
SAALIES 0 0
EQURMVENT 0 0
LAND&ESTRUCTURES 0 0
QRANTS AANS 300 500
MSHLANEIS 0 0
TOTALGFERATING 300 300
CATAL 0 0
RAVBE\LE
RNDSORE 0 0
FUNDING  (Thousanos of Dllars)

E\ERALAND o ! 0
FEERALAUNCS 0 0
OHR

ARNDSORE 1007 300 300
TOAL 300 300
RATIONS

RULL-TIME 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0
TEVRCRARY 0 0

Estinate of cument year inpect Nore
ASSEPL\SIS Attach a separate pece ifnecessary.)

% Do Htdnoock: Giredtor

Axroed by Gammi Bear Usra
ARy rlslratslglac1ner Ny

dill Version: cske
(H) Publish Date:

Dyprtrvert Affectet Administration

[RJ Rk Miregeent
CnpoEt Risk Management
COMONENTERALND
Fr% FY'% Fr97
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
700 Q00 1200
0 0 0
00 00 1200
0 0 0
0 20 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
00 00 12000
00 00 12100
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
Phoe: 462190
Dite  Feouary 281992
Date:
[

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc., & Impacted Agency(ies).

Rev 10/07/91
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[ FISCAL NOTE

“ STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 538

1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS:

HB 538 creates a new and very broad presumption that any form of heart or respiratory disease or cancer affecting an individlal with more
than five years of fire fighting exposure arises from theirwork experience. This presumption isfurther expanded to apply for an additional

20 years beyond the last date the individel was employed as a fire figiter.

The terms "heart disease, respiratory disease and cancer' are very broad and will be construed to extend this presumptionsuch that any
form of the many variations of these diseases will be deemed caused by workrather than personal exposures.

The fiscal impact for this bill is difficit to estimate as iwill extend not only to the 175  regular full-tine fire figtters employedby the State,
but also to the 130 regular seasonal fire figitars engaged by the Department of Natural Resources (average of 5.3 months per year) and
possibly to the 600-800 emergency fire figiting crews that are hired for anywhere between 3 weeks to 2 months a year.

Conservative cost estimates (medical and wage loss) range between $240,000 and $400,000 for each potential permanent dissbility claim.
We project future claims to increase each year due to the very broad language and 20-year extension pericd. Even by very conservative
estimates we atticipate several cases inthe early years, with ever increasing cbligations even beyond our five-year projection.

Since the Division of Risk Management claims funds are collected entirely through interagency receipts, Fenacted premium allocations to
the employing agencies would be increased 1o meet this additional exposure.

COMMITTEE COPY

2/LEG92/5911.kp/2 Page_2_of_2_



FISCAL NOTE No 2
STATE OF ALASKA BILLNO: B' ‘ersion: csHB 538 (H
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (H) Publish Date;_.f-6-92
Revision Date: Department Affected: Labor
Title: "An Act relating to workers* BRU: WorkerslCompensation
compensation ... for firefighters..." Component:

Representative Ellis
House HES

Sponsor:
Requestor:

EPENDITURESREVENLES (I'housands of Dallars)

CPERATING FYSA

PERSONAL SFRVICES
TRAVEL

QONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPVENT

LANDESTRUCTURES
CRANTSCLAIVG

MSCELLANEOLB

TOTAL CPERATING 00

CAPITAL

REVENLE
ARUNDSOURCE

RUNDING  (Thousands of Dollars)
CE\ERALRUND
FECERAL RUNDS
OTHR
TOTAL 00

POEITIONS
RULL-TIME
PART-TIMVE
TEVRCRARY
Estinate of current year inpect: Nore
ANALYSS  (Attach aseparate page ifnecessary)

Prepared by:  Linca Rexwinkel, Director

Dvisiat Workers1Compensation®
Aporoved by Commissioner C W Manjen™
Ageroy. Departrrent of Labor

00

Workers1Compensation

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 344
FYe% FYo% Fro7 FYes
00 00 00 00
00 00 00 00
Phone : 465-2790
Dete : J259R
Dete: J25R

Distribution (oy preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, VB &lnpacted Agency((ies).

Rev 10/7/01
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILLNO : CSHB 538 (HES)
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date; Department Affected:  Labor

Vitle: “An Act relating to workers' BRU: Workers' Compensation

compensation... for firefighters ...* Component:
Sponsor: Representative Ellis Workers' Compensation

Requestor.  House Labor & Commerce COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 344

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:. (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 93 Fy 94 Fy 95 FY 96 Fy 97 Fy 98

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND&STRUCTURES

GRANTS,CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None
ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate Dage if necessary)

jff)  rf\
Prepared byf John ATASmreTDeputy Commissioner Phone: 465-2700
Division. \ dommlssloners' Office Date: 4/7/92
Approved by Commissioner C. W. M a f ~ A
Agency: Department of Labor Date: 417192

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).-

Rev 10/7/91 Page 1 of 1
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RSCALNOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO: HB 538
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date; Department Affected: Labor
Title: *An Act relating to workers* BRU: Workers' Compensation

compensation ... for firefighters ..* Coporent:

Sponsor Representative Ellis Workers' Compensation
Requestor  House HES COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 344

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING Fr 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Phone : 465-2790

Prepared by: Unda Rexwlnkel. Director
Date : 3/26/92

Division: Workers' Compensation,

Approved by Commissioner C. W. Ma
Agency: Department of Labor '‘Nizclcf-27 Date: 3/26/92

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).

Rev 10/7/91 Page 1 of 1



* STATE OF ALASKA

1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:

FISCAL NOTE

Title: An Act relating to workers’ comnensapon and occupational

disability benefits or fire ficnters
Sponsor: Ellis. Donlev. Finkelstem

Requestor:

Excenditures/Revenues: (mousanbs of Dollars)

OPERATING
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEQUS

TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

FUND SOURCE:

TOTAL

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

See Attached.

rreoarea ov: UON i-mencoc _WIrector .y .
Division: Risk Manaaement

Aocroved bv Commissioner:

1007

Agency: Administration

300.0
300.0

Nancv Bear Usera 1

*T -

500.0
500.0

Department Affected:  Adninistration

3RU: Risk Marv.oement

Component: Risk Management

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

700.0
700.0

rnarie.

Date:

900.0
900.0

kw-ciou

Date: February 28.1992

*?j/<* /

BILL NO. HB 538

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Cfc., & Impacted Acency(ies).

Rev. ﬁl/]

c500-0

[ft/ffl/n [/s/ra t7 on

FY 97 FY 98

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0
1,200.0 1.500.0

0 0
1,200.0 1.500.0

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0
1,200.0 1,500.0
1,200.0 1,500.0

0 0

0 0

0 0

Page .i ol 2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 53S
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
ANALYSIS:

HB 538 creates a new and very broad presumption that any form of heart or respiratory disease or cancer affecting an individual with more
than five years of fire fighting exposure arises from their work experience. This presumption is further expanded to apply for an additional
20 years beyond the last date the individual was employed as a fire fighter.

The terms "heart disease, respiratory disease and cancer” are very broad and will be construed to extend this presumption such that any
form of the many variations of these diseases will be deemed caused by work rather than personal exposures.

The fiscal impact for this hill is difficult to estimate as it will extend not only to the 175 regular full-time fire fighters employed by the State,
but also to the 130 regular seasonal fire fighters engaged by the Department of Natural Resources (average of 5.3 months per year) and
possibly to the 600-800 emergency fire fighting crews that are hired for anywhere between 3 weeks to 2 months a year.

Conservative cost estimates (medical and wage loss) range between $240,000 and $400.000 for each potential permanent disability claim.
We project future claims to increase each year due to the very broad language and 20-year extension period. Even by very conservative
estimates we anticipate several cases in the early years, with ever increasing obligations even beyond our five-year projection.

Since the Division of Risk Management claims funds are collected entirely through interagency receipts, if enacted premium allocations to
the employing agencies would be increased to meet this additional exposure.

2/LEG92/59U . kp/2 Page 2_of 2_



ALASKA STATE HOUSE
BRI Y sl

sl
JUDICIARY

JUN\%&?&% |ON311 SPECIALCQM%ETEET%M}%RNATIONAL

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
REPRESENTATIVE JOHNNY ELLIS

SPONSOR STATEMENT

House B ill 538

Firefighters face occupational dangers that are unique to
their work. They rush into uncontrolled environments where they
are exposed to carcinogenic, poisonous or toxic smoke or fumes.
They are also exposed to a growing list of hazardous chemicals, the
effects of which are not fully known. The effects of exposure may

not manifest itself until long after the exposure occurred.

House B ill 538 was introduced due to the unique hazards faced
by fix'efighters. Under the state workers compensation program,
this b ill changes the burden of proof from the firefighter to the

state, that any heart disease, respiratory disease, cancer ofr
circulatory problems that the firefighter develops was not due to

the firefighter's employment.

Alaska is one of the few states that has not established this
presumption in regard to occupational diseases of firefighters.
Forty-three other states have done so. House B ill 538 includes
volunteer firefighters.



17)
Date Referred: April 6. 1992 FURTHER REFERRALS: Judiciary

Date of Committee Action:

The LABOR AND COMMERCE Committee considered: HB 538

HOUSE BILL NO. 538 DISABILITY/COMP BENEFITS: FIREFIGHTERS

"An Act relating to workers' compensation and occupational disability benefits for firefighters; and providing
for an effective date.”

RECOMMENDATIONS: [ ] the same title
be replaced with I 1 anew title

[ ] have attached amendments(s)
[Is] do pass

[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendations

[ ] individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):  pepy APPROVES PREVIOUS: (DeptiDile)
[ ] fiscal impact [~Mfiscal notes) / k / m 7

[ ] zero fiscal note zero fiscal note(s) L r)Jbo>-



HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

O

Date Referred: February 18, 1992 FURTHER REFERRALS: Labor & Commerce
Judicialy

Date of Committee Action:

The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 538

HOUSE BILL NO. 538 DISABILITY/COMP BENEFITS: FIREFIGHTERS

"An Act relating to workers’ compensation and occupational disability benefits for firenghters; and providing
for an effective date."

RECOMMENDATIONS: [ ] the same title
be replaced with 1 5'3<8 ( ffES] [ -}-a new title

[ ] have attached amendments(s)

[ ] do pass

[ ] do not pass
[ ] no recommendations
[ ] individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): <) APPROVES PREVIOUS: (Depi/Duc)
[ ] fiscal impact [ ] fiscal note(s)

[ ] zero fiscal note [ ] zero fiscal note(s)



BILL NO:  CSfor Huge Bill No. 53(HES) DATE:  April9, 19

TITLE: Disability/Comp Benefits: CONTACT: Arbe Williams
Firefighters 465-2700

Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 538 (HES) amends the Alaska Workers’
Compensation Act to include the presumption that heart disease, respiratory disease,
or cancer suffered by a fire fighter is work-related if the disease occurs during
employment as a fire fighter. This presumption is maintained for twenty years after
termination of employment as a fire fighter if the fire fighter has been employed
continuously as a fire fighter for five years before the onset of the disease.

It is not anticipated that this bill will affect the department’s administration of the
Alaska Workers’ Compensation Act. However, the Act already creates a presumption,
in the absence of substantial evidence to the contrary, that the injury or illness is
work-related. It is additionally provided that there is no time limitation for filing a
claim for workers’ compensation coverage in the case of latent defects pertinent to and
causing compensable disability.

The Department of Labor does not support CS for House Bill No. 538 (HES). In effect,
this legislation would grant preferred status to a specific group ofworkers and would
place an undue burden on certain employers. Workers £ire adequately protected by the
presumption currently in law.

APPROVED:

POSITION PAPER/Department of Labor



ANCHORAGE FIRE FIGHTERS UNION

LOCAL 1264
INILRNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHTERS
AFL-CtO

1200 E 76TH #1227
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99518

Feonary 13192
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6 April 1992

Pep. Richard foster
FAX #465-3242
JUNEAU, ALASKA

Dear Richard#

Noticed that House Bill No- 53%

was due to be discussed in the -
near future and wanted you to know
after-havhﬂﬂ been on a Volunteer
Fire Dept, here in Nome for 25
years, that | support the concept

of protecting those that protect

so many other#. Workman's Compen-
sation Benefits for the Volunteer
Fireman-has-been a long:-=time-'-in
coming. The Volunteer Fireman Ko
serves the public in no less form
than does the Paid fireman.c.Tfiey
3erve;i the public at full exposure

to .financial loss to their families
for those diseases and dangers that
effect all Firemen. Although I am
inside as a fireman, | suspect from
my other backgrounds that Volunteer s
Departments would attract more
Firemen towards Volunteering if they*
had the security afforded them thru £
Workman's' Compensation.’

Thanks for your time.

LEO B. RASI\/LBSE\I NVD Lt. 1967-Pres.

Appointed! N}% rea ﬁ% n?ask' ton&&fr I|KHVIS(M Coungl

peC|a orce on ovarao

Tely <(907) 443-2799 or -2219 FAX (007) 443-5777 or -2973"

USNOIJLOXE-MN TS:2T 26,

10 Bob
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DEPA~ARiIner'ii
Qi<|>LOWGFi niLL dHv ROAD. kODM ' , MW 99615
leitiPHo”e (9 >7)466-6C4C

FM(9'©7)486-8000
April 9, 1992 9797

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislature? House of Representatives*
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter is intended to voice interest in 'the passag of

House B ill No. 538. This bill, sponsorep by Rep. Johnny Eiliis of
Anchorage, will pav« the way for fire service personnel - pai or
volunteer - who may become ill as a result of theiir role as .re
fighters and the nature of their work.
This bill will offer a twentv vear v-"3l-retirement window ror
appearance of any disease of a presumable occupational nature
ch a provision w ill aid tc reduce the wunount of difficulty chat

normally comes with medical claims durlng this post-retire tent
time.

1 appreciate your support of I-li-b valuable piece
legislation that w ill be of great bhenefit to tee people of the
service orcfession.



SENT BY.:KDDIOK FIRE DEPT. 9951E 04-09-92 10:26<hM 90748680484 9-14653242 Sl2

FIRE DDEMTMGMT
Qb LOnet' mu MYRITOKDIrt!M LN 99615
ieiepHO fie(9 D7)480-304C

MX (9 37) 486-S6CC
April 9/ 1992.

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislature; House of Reeresentatlves-
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter is intended to voice 1nterest in the passagte of

House B ill No. 538. This bill, sponsors ! by Rep. Johnny Ellis of
Anchorage, w ill pave the way for fire se mmvice personnel - paid or
volunteer - who may become ill as a resilr of their role as [fire
fighters and the nature of their work.

This bill will offer a twenty year pbst-retirement window for
the appearance of any disease of a presumable occupational nature
Such a provision will aid to reduce the amount of difficulty that
normally comes with medical claims durj®§ this post-retirenent

time.

| appreciate your support of vhis valuable piece of
legislation that will be of great benefit to the people of the fire
service orofession.

Sincerely,

Tkj?Cul\n £. SrJL™Mt-t.Vx
DC:fI»jTw Si£ffi Nj*ALI

kcdirk o&meTmeMT
VALUtvTtei? -/gr j X



SENT BY:KODIPi< FIRE DEPT. 99515 69-09-92 10". 19AM 907456804S-> 9-14653242 8 4

fIRED<=MTMeriT

QI<'LOWER HILLMV RC.4D. KODIrtf 996 ¢

TELEPHONE (907)4f16-8C4C
: M (907) 486-86CC
April 9, 1992

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislature; House of Representat ives-
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter 1is intended to voice jriterest in the passagb or

House B ill No. 538. This bill, sponsored by Rep. j'ohnny E lip of
Anchorage, w ill pave the way for fire service personnel - paii or
volunteer - who may become ill as a resiit of thei;r role as fire
fighters and the nature of their work.

This bill will offer a twenty year psst-retirement window for
the appearance of any disease of a presumable occupational nat re.
Such a provision w ill aid to treduce the mount of difficulty that

normally comes with medical claims auring this post-retire nent
time.

| appreciate your support of tJhis valuable piece of
legislation that w ill be of great benefitmto the people of the fire
service profession.

WWJLX »

pt

Sincerely,

Srw;+H

rc  Ocr pVv",



SENT BY:KODIAK FIRE OERT. 55615 04-09-92 10:21PM 9074865048-* 9-145532 2 ft 6

f\ke D PMMEMT
91 Loweu HILL &iv rozaD. koow | AL/KM 99615

FEI€EPHONE (Q yr>466-8C4C

i 1 (o D7) 486-86CC

April 9, 1992

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislature; House of Representatives-
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter is intended to voice xiterest in [the passage of

House B ill No. 538. This bill, sponsors1 by Rep. Johnny EIIZ of
Anchorage, w ill pave the way for fire service personnel - paid or
volunteer - who may become ill as a resiilt of theilr role as fire
fighters and the nature of their work.

This bill will offer a twenty year pjost-retirement windovj for
the appearance of any disease of a presuirable occupational nature,
Such a provision will aid to reduce the amount of difficulty that
normally comes with medical claims aurling this post-retirement
time.

| appreciate your support of ihis valuable piece
legislation that will be of great benefit to the people of the fire

service profession.

Sincerely,

[NV

IT /S 62(S "



NI BV:KCMFftK riSE DErT. 99615 04-09-92 10:22fil*. 93745650484 9-14653242 U 7

MTMGMT

LOWeC MILLBHVR O M KoDMI dL/KM99615

T;€LEPHOME (9(p7) 486-0010

_ M M 907) 486-86CC
April 9, 1992

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislature? House of Representat ves*
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter is intended to voice Irterest in the passage of

House B ill No. 538. This bill, sponsored by Rep. Johnny EIllis of
Anchorage, will pave the way for fire se vice personnel - paip or
volunteer - who may become ill as a resilt of their role as fire
fighters and the nature of their work.

This bill will offer a twenty year post-retirenient window for
the appearance of any disease of a presumable occupational natire.
Such a provision will aid to reduce the amount, of difficulty 2hat
normally comes with medical claims dur .ng this post-retirejnent
tim e.

| appreciate your support Qi his valuable piece of
legislation that will be of great benefit to the people of the ire

service profession.

Sincerely,

Fipa [ \17/(S?ll



SENT BYSKODIhK FIRE DEFT. 99c15 04-09-52 10;20ftM 90745630434 9-14653242 « 5

HRED fePrtRTMehT

QW LOWER MILL O/jv ROAD. KQDIrtl. 9961!

:e1£PHOriE(9 37) 486-8C4C

_ (907) 486-86CC
April 9, 1992

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislature; House of Representatrves-
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter is intended to voice interest in the passage of

House B ill No. 538. This bill, sponsored by Rep. Johnny E.Ili 3 Of
Anchorage, w ill pave the way for fire service personnel - paiid or
volunteer - v/ho may become ill as a result of their role as fire
fighters and the nature of their work.

This bill will offer a twenty year post-retirement windov
the appearance of any disease of a presumable occupational nat
Such a provision will aid to reduce the imount of difficulty [that
normally comes w”th medical claims during this pjost-retire:nent
time. 1

| appreciate your support of tims valuable piece of
legislation that will be of great benefit Fo the people of the [tire
service profession.

Sincerely,

foD/rfft r/tfe rrf! Metf!

rifte
R /)SS\STA t-rT



SEKT BY:KODIGK r IRE DEPT. 95515 04-09-92 10: 2-ftM 937466(3046-? 0-14653242 A9

CP*RTneMT
Q19 I0W-ER MILL Brtv ftortd. kODWk A 1M M 99615
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April 9, 1992

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislature; House of Representatjvesr
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter is intended to voice interest in the passage* of

House BilL No. 538. This bill, sponsored by Rep. Johnny EIl.li5 Of
Anchorage, w ill pave the way for fire service personnel - paiy or
volunteer - who may become ill as a result of their role as Lre
fighters and the nature of their work.

This bill will offer a twenty year post-retirement window :or
the appearance of any disease of a presumable occupational nat jre.
Such a provision will aid to reduce the amount of difficulty :hat
normally comes with medical claims dur..ng this pbst-retirejnent

time.

| appreciate your support of hhis valuable piece of
legislation that will be of great bhenefit to the people of the Eire
service orofession.
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April 9, 1992

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislature; House of Representatives-
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter is intended to voice interest in the passace of

House B ill No. 538. This bill, sponsored..by Rep. Johnny EIll: s of
Anchorage, w ill pave the way for fire sejrvice personnel - pajd or
volunteer - who may become ill as a resilt of their role as fare
fighters and the nature of their work

This bill will offer a twenty year ost-retirement window for
the appearance of any disease of a presuitable occupational nature.
Such a provision will, aid to reduce the amount of difficulty that
normally comes with medical claims durfing this post-retirement
time.

| appreciate your support of his valuable piece of
legislation that will be of great benefit to the people of the fire

service profession.

Sincerely,
/71 /| &

LJfSrrtond & iJsfl/e

"ocuo-k' Hre
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April 9, 1992

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislaturej House of Representatives
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter is intended to voice interest in the passag
House B ill No. 538. This bill, sponsored by Rep. Johnny EIIi
Anchorage, w ill pave the way for fire se
volunteer - who may become u.i as a resi,it of their role as
fighters and the nature of their work,

This bill will offer a twenty year phbst-retirement windov for
the appearance of any disease of a presumjable occupational natire.
Such a provision will aid to reduce the amount of difficulty that
normally comes with medical claims during this post-retirement
time.

| appreciate your support of this valuable piece of
legislation that will be of great benefit, to the people of the fire
service profession.

Sincerely,

j/"cd-ckV- 1
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_ MX (907) 486-8600
April 9, 1992

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislature? House of Representatives-
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter is intended to voice linterest in the passage of

House B ill No. 538. This bill, sponsored by Rep. Johnny Ellis of
Anchorage, w ill pave the way for fire service personnel - paid or
volunteer - who may become ill as a res It of their role as fire
fighters and the nature of their work.

This bill will offer a twenty year post-retirement windov for
the appearance of any disease of a presumable occupational natture.
Such a provision will aid to reduce the amount of difficulty that
normally comes with medical claims during this post-retirefment

time.
| appreciate your support of this valuable piece or

legislation that w ill bs of great benefit to the people of the fire
service profession.

Sincerely,
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April 9, 1992

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislature; House of Representat|ves-
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter is intended to voice i terest in the passage of
House B ill No. 538. This bill, sponsored by Rep. Johnny Ellis of
Anchorage, will pave the way for fire service personnel - paid or
volunteer - who may become ill as a resihlt of thei'r role as fire
fighters and the nature of their work.

This b ill will offer a twenty year pjost-retirement windovj for
the appearance of any disease of a presurrable occupational nature,
Such a provision w ill aid to reduce the amount of difficulty that
normally comes with medical claims during this post-retirement

time.
| appreciate your support of this valuable piece or

Legislation that w ill be of great benefit to the people of the fire
service profession.

Sincerely,

%brrt bJ-t-
PO.Pax s

ftexhfit fr'to P
Vo IOHIzaA-
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April 9, 1992

Representative Richard Foster
Alaska Legislature; House of Representatives-
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Foster,

This letter is intended to voice itterest in the passace of
House B ill No. 538. This Db ill, sponso en by Rep. Johnny EIll: s of
Anchorage, w ill pave the way for fire sekvjce personnel - pa:d oi-

volunteer - who may become ill as a res it of their role as fire
fighters and the nature of their work.

This bill will offer a twenty yea poss-retirement windov for
the appearance of any disease or a presuirable occupational nature.
Such a provision will aid to reduce the amount of difficulty that
normally comes with medical claims durincr this post-retirement
time.

| appreciate your support of this valuable piece of

legislation that will be of great benefit to ;he people of the fire
service profession.

Sincerely, A
I, AV

cm £(pmdczt-

Cem & fi2). SIm c
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911 - Emergency

M e | jftre department

Mark R. Barker, Fire Chief
P. O. Box 388, Bechel, Alaska 99559
Phone: (907) 543-2131

Dave Donley,

House Judiciary Chairman
Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99811

April 9, 1992

Subject: Support of HB538

Rep. Donley;

letter, written on Dbehalf of the paid and volunteer

firefighters of my department and the Board of DIrectors and
membership of the Alaska Fire Chiefs Association, urges your
support and passage of House Bill #538, which will soon be heard
0y your committee.

written, HB538 would present Alaskan firefighters with a

twenty year post-retirement window for the appearance of any
disease of a presumably occupational nature, during which time an
afflicted member could apply for the workers compensation

benefits to which he orshe is entitled. This bill does not
increase of decrease thebenefit itself; rather , it simply
smooths the path for deserving members who become ill because of

their service as firefighters. Cost to the system is not really
affected, as what is proposed merely eliminates the spectacle of

people having to retain expensive counsel to receive fair

treatment. This bill will shift the burden of proof from the
afflicted individual to the compensation system.

As you are probably well aware, firefighters today face a growing
threat in the tremendous proliferation of synthetic chemicals. As
technology relies more on artificial substances in the quest to
make our lives easier, the resultant rise in toxic smoke created

these things burn makes firefighter's |lives more dangerous.
is ominous for firefighters s that their cancer death rate

has more than doubled in the last 30 years, providing an parallel

the increase in synthetic substances.

HB538 ;Don ley



The insidious nature and Iong_ incubation periods of many of the
Illnesses covered under the Dill, mandate the 20 year window and
as written would provide the necessary protection for these

caring and dedicated people.

Thank you for ¥our support. If You,have a,n¥ questions .please feel
free to contact me or your local Fire Chiet for more information

Sincerely,

R. Barker

Chief _
President,

ire Chiefs Assn,

wn
=
o
TP

.. AFCA

cc. s.: AF
hel City Manager

Pre
Bet

HB538;Donley
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Tifaes
Injured Soldotna firefighter now battle
ASSOCIATED PRESS Since doctors have little experi—

MtOCIATBO PUBS!

Lung damage from a Soldotna
blaze keeps firefighter Rusty Gril-
ley constantly on oxygen.

KENAI — A brief breath of toxic
smoke has brought Soldotna firpman
Rusty Crilley face to face with a
deadly lung disease. Now he"s not
fighting fires, he 3 fighting for his life.

Grilley, 33, injured his lungs during
a fire inJanuary at Alaska Fast Foto
in Soldotna. With other firefighters
from Central Emergency Services,
he was outside the small store when
an unexpected gust blew fumes con—
taining photo processing chemicals
intohis face.

After two visits toa Denver hospi—
tal specializing in respiratory prob—
lems, Crilley was diagnosed with
bronchiolitis obliterans, a disease in
which white cells, fighting infection
in the lungs, produce scar tissue that
closes off the lungs®™ smallest air—
ways.

In his case, Grilley** lungs admit
only 40 percent of the needed oxygen
into the blood stream. He ison oxy—
gen 24 hours a day toavoid any organ
or braindamage.

ence combatting the relatively rare
lung disease, the effectiveness of his
treatment is something of an un—
known .

“The problem Is, there®s no scien—
tific data on this kind of treatment,”
Grilley said as he inhaled oxygen
through a tube secured around his
nose. "1 M waiting tobe writtenup.””

Grilley is taking steroids to fight
the inflammation in his lungs, which
constantly burn, he said. The ster—
oids, however, increase the amount
of white cells in the lungs which
cause the scar tissue, so he must also
take chemotherapy pills to counter
balance the increase.

Doctors will not know if the ster—
oids and chemotherapy are working
for another three to six months, Gril—
ley said. And if they do work, mtwill
require at least another year of treat—
ment and the oxygen.

Unfortunately, his lungs feel like
they are getting worse. Others who
have had similarbut more severe dis—
eased lungs have died within sue

73-M1

s for air

weeks, he said.

Grilley is confined to a breathing
cord connected to a machine that
boosts his intake of oxygen. His dally,
15-minute walk outside with a port—
able oxygen tank tires iiim substan—
tially.

The situationhas alsobeen hardon
his family. His wife, Cherie, and his
three sons, David, 6, Daniel, 13, and
Stephen, 16, have had to pick up the
slack on tasks he used to do around
the house. He cannot work, but be
will receive a full-time salary for up
toa year from the date of the fire.

Fire Chief Greg Barclay said Grtl-
ley 3 injury in tha Una of duty is the
most severe in his memory.

Since the fire, the fire department
has revised its procedures for work —
ing around toxic smoke. Firefighters
now have better breathing appara—
tuses, and use a detector that deter—
mines the concentrations of carbon
dioxide and other chemicals at a fire
site.





