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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  H a n l e y

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

MEMORANDUM

T O :  R e p .  D a v e  D o n l e y ,  C h a i r
H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

FROM :  R e p .  M a r k  H a n l e y ^ ^ / ^ -

R E :  H e a r i n g  r e q u e s t  f o r  CS H o u s e  B i l l  5 3 2  ( L  & C ) , " A n  A c t
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  l a b e l i n g  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  a r t  a n d
h a n d i c a r a f t s  m a d e  b y  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s . "

D A T E :  M a r c h  4 ,  1 9 9 2

T h i s  m em o  i s  t o  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  a  h e a r i n g  i n  t h e  H o u s e
J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  CS HB 5 3 2  ( L& C )  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e
c o n v e n i e n c e .  T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  
C o m m i t t e e  t o d a y  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  r e a d  a c r o s s  o n  F r i d a y ,  M a r c h  6 t h .  
( T h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t  h a s  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  f o l d e r  f o r  y o u r  
c o n v e n i e n c e . )

CS  HB  5 3 2  ( L & C )  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  A l a s k a
m a d e  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s .  I t  s i m p l y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f
A l a s k a n  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s  b e  l a b e l e d  a s  s u c h .

C u r r e n t l y  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a n  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s  a r e  o f t e n  
p r o d u c e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e  b y  n o n - A l a s k a n s  a n d  s o l d  a s  o r i g i n a l  
A l a s k a  a r t .  T h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  c o m p e t e  u n f a i r l y  w i t h  t r u e  o r i g i n a l  
A l a s k a n  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s  a n d  a r e  s o l d  a t  l o w e r  p r i c e s .

I  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o n  s c h e d u l i n g  t h i s  b i l l  
f o r  a  h e a r i n g  a s  p r o m p t l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .

T h a n k  y o u

Interim: 3111 C  St.. Suite 410 Anchorage. Al< B9503:1907) 561-2033 Session: Stale Capitol. Juneau, AI< 99801-1182: (907) 46.5 4939



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  H a n l e y

SP O N S O R  STATEMENT

CS HB  5 3 2  ( L & C )  

b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  H a n l e y

CS  HB 5 3 2  ( L & C )  " R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  l a b e l i n g  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  a r t  
a n d  h a n d i c r a f t s  m a d e  b y  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s ?  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  g i v i n g  
m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y  o n  CS HB  5 3 2  ( L & C ) .

H o u s e  B i l l  5 3 2  i s  a  s t r a i g h t  f o r w a r d  b i l l  w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  
p r o t e c t  t h e  v a l u e  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  o f  A l a s k a  m a d e  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s .  
T h e  b i l l  s i m p l y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a n  a r t s  b e  
l a b e l e d  a s  s u c h  a n d  d e f i n e s  t h e  w o r d  " r e p r o d u c t i o n " . S e c t i o n  2  o f  
t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

I t ' s  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  n a t i v e  a r t  m a r k e t  b r i n g s  i n  a s  m u c h  a s  $ 8 0 0  
m i l l i o n  a  y e a r .  I n  A l a s k a ,  o u r  g r o w i n g  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  h a s  l e a d  
t o  a  s t r o n g  m a r k e t  f o r  n a t i v e  a r t .

T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  n o t  a l l  o f  t h i s  a r t  i s  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  w o r k  
o f  A l a s k a n  a r t i s t s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a n  a r t s  a n d  
c r a f t s  a r e  o f t e n  p r o d u c e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e  b y  n o n - A l a s k a n s  a n d  
s o l d  a s  o r i g i n a l  A l a s k a  a r t .  T h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  d e - v a l u e  a n d  
c o m p e t e  u n f a i r l y  w i t h  t r u e  o r i g i n a l  A l a s k a n  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s .

I  w o u l d  a p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  HB  5 3 2 .  I ' l l  b e  h a p p y  t o  
a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  y o u  h a v e .

\*J

Interim: 3111 C  St.. Suite 410 Anchorage. A K  99503: (907) 561-2033 Session: Stale Capitol. Juneau. A K  99801-1182: (907) 465 4939
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CSHB 532: "An Act relating to the labeling and reproductions of
arts and handicrafts made by state residents."

An article dated June 24, 1991, in the Tundra Times entitled "Native Artists 
Want Fair Dealings" expressed the views of artists and carvers as believing "the 
counterfeit market is a sizable one." The article’s subheading stated: "Native 
artists want counterfeiting stopped." There have been other informal reports of 
authentic pieces of arts and handicrafts being reproduced without the artist’s 
permission.
CSHB 532 addresses the problem by requiring reproductions to be clearly 
labeled by the manufacturers, wholesalers, and/or retailers.
The intent of this legislation is to reduce unauthorized reproductions of pieces of 
art or handicrafts made by Alaska residents and to ensure consumers know 
when they are purchasing reproductions rather than authentic originals.
All reproductions, other than those reproduced by the original artist, will have 
to be clearly labeled prior to wholesale, or retail trade. A  penalty of up to one 
year in jail or $1,000 fine may be imposed for violations. The legislation is 
passive in that no active monitoring of compliance is provided. The bill provides 
a basis for legal action by the original artists or those who believe they have 
been harmed by the unauthorized duplication of the commercially traded art or 
handicraft object. Costs of labeling will be borne by the industry.
The Department of Commerce and Economic Development supports CSHB 532.

Glenn A. Olds, Commissioner 
Date: 3 ^ ^

GAO/TX/dgll530D
022892b
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March 2, 1992

Representative Mark Hanley 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Re: House B ill No. 532
Dear-Representative Hanley;

Currently you are sponsoring legislation regarding the reproduction of 
art and/or handicrafts by residents of Alaska, This act would provide 
protection for many Native and non-Native artists who sell their work at a 
very low price to a company that then reproduces the work for huge profits 
- none of c o u rs e  going to the artist(s) involved,

I whole heartedly support your legislation - House Bill No, 532. I 
believe this would offer a certain amount of protection, but it  also raises the 
level of awareness of the situation, Your concern over Alaskan artists is to 
be applauded; thank you for your recognition of this great Alaskan resource . 
and your willingness to protect it.

 __  f_

Maria Williams 
Native Arts Director

A laska S tate  Council on th e  A rts
411 West 4th Avenue,- Suite 1E, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2343 (907) 279-1558 Fax: (907) 279-4330
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2 M a rch  1 9 9 2

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mark H a n l e y
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u se  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

D e a r  R e p .  H a n l e y :

I am s o  p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  A n g l e  L a r s o n ' s  c o n c e r n  h a s  m a d e ‘ s u c h  
p r o g r e s s .  T h e  - i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  y o u r  H ou se  B i l l  N o .  5 3 2  t o  l a b e l  
r e p r o d u c t i o n s  a n d  h a n d i c r a f t s  h as  b e e n  a s h a d y  a r e a  f o r  t o o  l o n g .
As t h e  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  Museum S h o p  I  w o r k  e v e r y d a y  w i t h  
A l a s k a  N a t i v e  a r t i s t s . a n d  i t ' s  t i m e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  
w o r k  t h e y  a r e  c r e a t i n g .

L a s t  w e e k  I s e n t  t o  M i c h e l l e  T o o h e y  l i t e r a t u r e  f r o m  t h e  C a n a d ia n  
g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  p r o t e c t s  t h e i r  I n u i t  a r t i s t s .  T h i s  m e t h o d  a l s o  
s e r v e s  a s  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  t o o l  w h i c h  g i v e s  f u r t h e r  c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  
t h e  w o r k .  A v i e w e r  o r  c o l l e c t o r  now h a s  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  a w o r k  
t h e y  a d m i r e d .

What i s  h a p p e n i n g  i s  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  r e p r o d u c i n g  an a r t i s t ' s  w o r k  
an d  m a r k i n g  i t  a s  t h e  r e a l  t h i n g .  O f t e n  p u t t i n g  b a c k  on  t h e  w o r k  
t h e  name o f  t h e  a r t i s t  w ho o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  i d e a .  M o s t  r e p u t a b l e  
b u s i n e s s e s  g l a d l y  m ark  r e p r o d u c t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  an 
i n f l u x  i n t o  A l a s k a  o f  w o r k  t h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  be  A l a s k a  N a t i v e ,  b u t  
i s  c a r v e d  o f t e n  o u t s i d e  b y  n o n N a t i v e  f o l k s .

A g a i n ,  I t h a n k  y o u  f o r  m o v i n g  a h e a d  w i t h  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  an d  o f f e r  
a n y  s u p p o r t  y o u  n e e d .  T r a v e l l e r s  t o  A l a s k a  c o m e  t o  o u r  S h o p  k n o w in g  
t h a t  we h a v e  i n t e g r i t y  an d  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  know t h a t  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  
s h o p  t h e y  r e t u r n  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  s p i r i t  o f  A l a s k a .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Anchorage Museum Shop
121 West Seventh Avenue • Anchorage, AK 99501

(907) SS 'U S g f r

343-6195  FAX 3 4 3 -6 1 4 9



S t . L a w r e n c e  I s l a n d  O r i g i n a l  I v o r y  

C o - o p ,L t d .

P . O . B o x  1 8 9

G a m b e l l ,A l a s k a  9 9 7 4 2 - 0 1 8 9  

( 9 0 7  ) 9 8 5 - 5 1 1 2

F e b . 2 8 , 1 9 9 2

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a r k  H a n l e y

S t a t e  C a p i t a l  w y ?

J u n e a u , A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 / - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  M a r k :

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  H B S 5 3 2  w h i c h  y o u  

H a v e  a l r e a d y  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  2 / 1 8 / 9 2 .

A s  a  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  I v o r y  C o - o p  i n  G a m b e l l , I  

a m  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  y o u r  b i l l  H B f f 5 3 2  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  

t h e  a r t  w o r k s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n a t i v e  a r t i s t  a n d  o t h e r  

a r t i s t s  h e r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

I h a v e  w i t h  m e  o n  h a n d  a  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a n  

a r t  w o r k  t h a t  w a s  r e p r o d u c e d  i n  K e n a i , A l a s k a  i n  a f o r m  

o f  P o r c e l a i n  m a t e r i a l .  T h i s  p i e c e  o f  a r t  w o r k  w a s  r e p r o d u c e d  

w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r t i s t  a n d  i s  n o w  

i n  m a s s  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h i s  p i e c e  w a s  m a d e  b y  l o c a l _ c a r v e r .

I W i l l  l o o k  f o r w a r d  f o r  y o u r  r e s p o n d  i n  m a t t e r  

a n d  a g a i n  t h a n k  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  b i l l ,  G o o d - l u c k .

S t . L a w r e n c e  I s l a n d  O r i g i n a l  I v o r y  

C o - o p ,L t d .

c c ;  S e n a t o r  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  

S e n a t o r  T e d  S t e v e n s  

S e n a t o r  A 1  A d a m s  

R e p .  R i c h a r d  F o s t e r



Village Crafts 
P. 0. Box 141191 
Anchorage, Alaska 99514-1191 
March 2,1992

Representative Hanley 
Juneau, Alaska
Representative Hanley:
Re: C S  H. B. 5 3 2

I strongly support CSHB  532, I am In the business of selling Alaska Native made arts 
and crafts and have been doing so about sixteen years. I am presently concerned with 
arts and craft Items coming Into Alaska from Seattle and other areas that duplicate 
original art work that is produced by Alaskan artists,
Sincerely,

Thomas Finegan 
Owner, Village Crafts
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A faskan T reasures
1013 E  DimoDd, St*. 5 1 4  

A nch orage. A K 99515

(9 0 ?)2 4 3 -2 3 2 3  
M atch 2  1992

Representative Mark Hanley 
The State Capitol 
Juneau, AK. 99801-1182

Dear Sir:
The purpose of this letter Is to let you know we support HB532. We have 
been Alaskan Native Art Brokers for 13 years and during that time we have 
witnessed many reproductions being made for resale. In many cases the 
imitations even earned the name of the original artist. Materials used for 
these reproductions were the same as the originals or something that 
looked very similar. Unless the customer was specially trained, it would be 
easily mistaken for the authentic.
Thousands of dollars are made each year from these reproductions and 
many are imported from other states and even foreign countries. The 
business for illegitimate works of art are so lucrative that there is now small 
factories to meet the demands.
Alaskans need to preserve their integrity, show we appreciate and value our 
true artisans and certainly not deceive our tourists (From Oct. 90 - Sept. 91, 
we had 907,000 visitors.).
Plagiarism in other forms iG illegal, this kind of piracy is no different! Please 
let Alaskan Artisans know you care by protecting their rights.

Sincerely,

Fred and Angie Larson 
Alaskan Treasures



A /a s k a n  T r e a s u r e s
1 0 1 3  £  D im on d . S /e . 5 1 4  

A n ch ora g e . A K 9 9 5 1 5

(9 0 7 ) 2 4 3 -2 3 2 3  
M arch  1. 19 9 2

Ms. Michele Toohey 
do Rep. Mark Hanley 
The State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-4939

Dear Michele:

Enclosed is an original and a copy. Note the copy even has the original 
artist's name (copy is the small owl. original is the large owl).

When purchasing this copy I pretended it was a gift and I needed to know a 
little about the artist. The sales clerk said it was done by an Eskimo from 
Alaska that had visited Seattle and carved for her gallery. Note that she 
didn't spell his name correctly on the paper.

I spoke to Mr. Tom Antaghame. Gambell AK. telephone 985-5612, and he 
verified that he did not carve for these people and hadn't been in Seattle 
since about 1971. He will testify if you need him.

I would appreciate if you could return these items and documents when you 
are through with them. Again I thank you for all your help.
Sincerely,

Angie Larson 
Alaskan Treasures



3 / 1 / 9 2

K e p .  M a r k  H a n l e y  

J u n e a u ,  AK. 9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  M r .  HanJ.ay,

M y  n a m e  i s  L e o n a r d . •.S a v a g e , I ora on  a r t i s t  b o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  
in A l a s k a .  1 h a v e  b e e n  in th e i v o r y  c a r v i n g  b u s i n e s s  f o r  

s e v e n t e e n  y o a r s .  My  w o r k  i s  s o l d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U . S .  a n d  A l a s k a .
F o r  m a n y  y e a r s  I h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  o f  i v o r y  c a r v i n g s  a n d  

o t h e r  a r t w o r k s  t h a t  w e r e  m a n f a c t u r c c l  o u t  o f  o u r  s t a t e  a n d  b e i n g ,  
s o l d  I n  A l a s k a  a s  ’' p r e s u m e d •' A l a s k a n  m a d e  i t e m s .  T h e r e  h a y c  

b o o n  d u p l i c a t i o n s  of m y  a r t w o r k  a n d  I b e l i e v e  oi oLiier p e r s o n s  
w o r k  a l s o .  S o m e  do  n o t  h a v e  s i g n a t u r e s  o r  h a v e  f i c t i o u a  n a m e s  
of n o n - e x i s t e n t  p e r s o n s ,

W h i l e  I b e l i e v e  in t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m  t h i s  t y p e  
o f b u s i n e s s  p r a c t i c e  i s  v e r y  w r o n g  and. i t  s h o u l d  be a L o p p e d .
T h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  Y i s i t  o u r  s t a t e  e a c h  y e a r  n e e d  o u r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  

w e  m u s t  a l s o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c r a f t s p e o p l e  .that l i v e  a n d  w o r k  in 
A l a s k a .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e r y  i m p o r t e d  p i e c e  o f  a r t w o r k  c o m i n g  i n t o  

t h e  s t a t e  s h o u l d  b e  l a b e l e d  s o m e h o w  t o  s h o w  I t s  p l a c e  o± o r i g i n .  
T h e  t o u r i s t s  c o m e  to Al?rsfca a n d  l'ook' f o r  s o u v l n e e r s  t h a t  a r e  

m a k e  by A l a s k a n  a r t i s t s  a n d  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  Lo t,uke a n d  

h o n e s t  c h o i c e .

T h a n k  y o u  ,

L  * r -

*\[<z "7 ci< rC {



N A T I V E  V I L L A G E  O P  GAMBELL 
P.O. BOX 99 

G A M B E L L , A L A S K A  99742-0099 
(907) 985-5346 FAX; 985-5014 •

M a r c h  2 ,  1 9 9 2

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mark Hanley 
State Legislature 
Juneau, A l a s k a  99801 i
Dear R e presentative Hanley;

The N a t i v e  Village of Gambell, IRA Council is in support of 
the H o u s e  Bill No. 532 - Sale of Reproductions, w h i c h  you 
int r o d u c e d  in F ebruary of this year.

M a n y  of the residents of Gambell are soley d e p e n d e n t  on 
handicrafts, and the ma s s  reproduction that is o c c u r r i n g  is 
h u r t i n g  m o s t l y  our ivory and bone carvers.

Therefore, we  support House Bill 532, and have all 
r e p r o d u c t i o n  of  handicrafts m a d e  b y  state resid e n t s  labeled 
as such. T hank you

Sincerely,

Gq r a r d  Koonooka, Presi d e n t

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i c h a r d  F o s t e r
S e n a t o r  A l  Adams



T r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  R a d i o  S t o r y  o n  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  
r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Art; T h u r s d a y ,  O c t o b e r  1 7 , 1 9 9 1

N a t i v e  A r t  F r a u d . . . H o w  w i d e - s p r e a d  is it a n d  w h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  
t o  s t o p  it?

C o m i n g  u p  n e x t  on A l a s k a  N e w s  N i g h t l y ,  N a t i v e  A r t  Fraud, 
C o u n t e r f e i t  N a t i v e  A l a s k a  A r t ,  i t ' s  a p r o b l e m  s o m e t i m e s  h a r d  t o  
d e t e c t  a n d  o f t e n  h a r d  t o  c o m b a t .

I t ' s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s  o f  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  
b r i n g  i n  as  m u c h  as $8 0 0  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a y e a r  in t h i s  c o u n t r y .  
H e r e  in A l a s k a  a g r o w i n g  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  h a s  l e a d  t o  a s t r o n g  
m a r k e t  f o r  n a t i v e  art, b u t  h o w  m u c h  of it is real] y  n a t i v e ?  A n d  h o w  
c a n  c o n s u m e r s  b e  s u r e  w h a t  t h e y 're b u y i n g  i s n 't a c o u n t e r f e i t  
k n o c k - o f f ?  D o r e e n  R a n s o m  r e p o r t s  on t h e  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  
s p o t t i n g  a n d  f i g h t i n g  n a t i v e  a r t  fraud.

T h e r e ' s  a s t o r y  t h a t ' s  b e e n  c i r c u l a t i n g  a m o n g  d e a l e r s  of 
A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C a r v i n g s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s .  T h e y  s a y  a n  A s i a n  
m a n  a n d  h i s  a s s o c i a t e  c a m e  t o  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  a r e a  a n d  b o u g h t  a 
n u m b e r  o f  p i e c e s  of  n a t i v e  c a r v i n g s .  T h a t  w a s  t a k e n  t o  S e a t t l e  
w h e r e  i t ' s  r e p r o d u c e d  in a f a c t o r y .  N o  o n e  k n e w  q u i t e  w h e r e  t h i s  
s o - c a l l e d  f a c t o r y  was, b u t  t h e  w o r k  of i v o r y  c a r v e r  E d d i e  S t i n g o f f  
(?) p o i n t e d  t h e  way.

A n c h o r a g e  t r a d e r  T o m  F i n n e g a n  s a w  w h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a c o p y  
o f  t h e  w o r k  o f  I n u p i a t  i v o r y  c a r v e r ,  E u g e n e  T i a l a n a ,  i n  t h e  d i s p l a y  
w i n d o w  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  Ho t e l .  H e  a l s o  s a w  a p i e c e  l i k e  
T i a l a n a ' s  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  I v o r y  E x c h a n g e  in  A n c h o r a g e .  T h e  a r t i s t  h a s  
s i g n e d  t h e  n a m e d  E d d i e  S t i n g o f f ,  t h e  s h o p  o w n e r  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  
p i e c e  w a s  b y  a n o n - n a t i v e .

F i n n e g a n  d i d n ' t  k n o w  t h e  p i e c e  w a s  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  S e a t t l e  
s h o p  w h e r e  h e ' d  a l s o  s e e n  a s o a p s t o n e  c a r v i n g  b y  a s o - c a l l e d  J u n i o r  
S n o o k l o w  o f  St. L a w r e n c e  I s l a n d  (?) . F i n n e g a n  s a y s  o n  t w o  
o c c a s i o n s  a t  t h a t  s h o p  n a m e d ,  N o r t h w e s t  T r i b a l  A r t ,  h e  w a s  h a n d e d  
a s h e e t  o f  p a p e r  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  a r t ist. " A n d  I j u s t  s a i d  y o u  k n o w  
t h i s  is f r a u d u l e n t ,  I s a i d  I k n o w  e v e r y b o d y  o n  St. L a w r e n c e  I s l and, 
t h e r e ' s  n o  s u c h  p e r s o n  t h e r e ,  a n d  it w a s  a l m o s t  l i k e  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  
t a k e n  b a c k  t h e  s h e e t ,  e x c e p t  I w i t h d r e w  it a n d  p u t  it i n t o  m y  
p o c k e t . "  F i n n e g a n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e s  r e p r e s e n t  j u s t  a f e w  o f  t h e  w i d e­
s p r e a d  a b u s e s  t h a t  a r e  s i p h o n i n g  o f f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  e a r n i n g s  of 
l e g i t i m a t e  n a t i v e  a r t i s t s  a n d  d u p i n g  a r t  c o l l e c t o r s .  T h e  S n o o k l o w  
w o r k  m a d e  i t s  w a y  as f a r  a s  a w e l l - r e s p e c t e d  E a s t  C o a s t  G a l l e r y  
w h e r e  t h e  m a n a g e r  f o u n d  o u t  t o  h e r  c h a g r i n  t h a t  t h e r e  is no 
s o a p s t o n e  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  n o  s o a p s t o n e  c a r v e r s  o n  St. L a w r e n c e  
I s l and. W i t h  f e w e r  t h a n  a t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  i s l a n d ,  i t  s e e m e d  
o b v i o u s  t o  s e v e r a l  o f  t h o s e  i n t e r v i e w e d  i n c l u d i n g  Y u p i k  I v o r y  
C a r v e r ,  Jr. S l o k o w ,  t h a t  is w a s  S l o k o w ' s  n a m e  t h a t  w a s  b e i n g  
e x p l o i t e d .

T h e  V i e t n a m e s e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  S e a t t l e  shop, K n o c k  Lee, d e c l i n e d  
to t a k e  i n t e r v i e w s .  H e  d i d  a d m i t ,  h o w e v e r  t h a t  t h e  w o r k s  o f  E d d i e



S i n g a h  a r e  c r e a t e d  b y  h i m s e l f  a n d  a t e a m  o f  n o n - n a t i v e  a r t i s t s .  
L e e  s a y s  h e  s e e s  n o t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  w h a t  h e ' s  d o i n g ,  " D o e s  i t  h a v e  
t o  b e  t r i b a l  p e o p l e  t o  b e  t r i b a l  art, h e  a s k s . "  A s  f o r  t h e  w o r k s  
o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  Jr. S n o o k l o w ,  L e e  s a y s  h e  d o e s n ' t  k n o w  w h o  d i d  
t h e m  a n d  h e  d o e s n ' t  c a r r y  t h e  w o r k s  a n y  m o r e .  Jr. S l o w k o w  s a y s  h e  
r e g r e t s  t h a t  s o m e o n e ' s  b e e n  t r e a d i n g  o n  h i s  name, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
b e c a u s e  i t  h u r t s  c u s t o m e r s  a n d  E u g e n e  T i a l a n a  is w i l l i n g  t o  
d e s c r i b e  h o w  h i s  w o r k  m i g h t  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  c o p i e s ,  b u t  
n o b o d y  is e a g e r  t o  t a k e  a n y  a c t i o n .

A t h a b a s c a n  a r t i s t ,  L e o n a r d  S a v a g e  m i g h t  h a v e  t a k e n  a c t i o n ,  b u t  
t h e  s a i d  h i s  p r o o f  s l i p p e d  away. S a v a g e  s a i d  h e  s a w  a s m a l l  i v o r y  
wolf, w h i c h  h e  i n i t i a l l y  t o o k  t o  b e  h i s  o w n  w o r k  l a s t  w i n t e r  i n  t h e  
A l a s k a  F u r  E x c h a n g e  in A n c h o r a g e .  "I s a w  o n e  o f  m y  i v o r y  w o l v e s  
m a d e  o u t  o f  f o s s i l  ivory, a n d  I d o n ' t  c a r v e  f o s s i l  ivory, I t o o k  
a c l o s e r  l o o k  a t  it a n d  it w a s  e x a c t l y  t h e  s a m e  as t h e  o n e  I make, 
b u t  it w a s n ' t  m i n e ,  I q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  p e o p l e  a b o u t  i t  a n d  t h e y  s a i d  
t h e y  h a d  b o u g h t  i t  f r o m  s o m e  p e o p l e  o u t  o f  S e a t t l e  a n d  t h e y  
w o u l d n ' t  t e l l  m e  w h o  it was.

T o d a y  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  s h o p  s t i l l  c a r r i e s  S a v a g e ' s  w o r k ,  b u t  
a b o u t  a 1 0 t h  o f  w h a t  t h e y  d i d  b e f o r e  h e  s a w  t h e  a p p a r e n t  copy. 
S a v a g e  s a i d  l o c a l  d e a l e r s  h a v e  t o l d  h i m  a n d  o t h e r  d e a l e r s  t h a t  t h e y  
c a n  b u y  s o a p s t o n e  p i e c e s  c h e a p e r  o u t s i d e .

W h e n  t h o s e  w o r k s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  b y  n o n - n a t i v e s  a n d  s o l d  as s u c h  
t h e y  a r e n ' t  b r e a k i n g  a n y  law, b u t  w h a t  a b o u t  c o u n t e r f e i t i n g  a n d  
f raud. S a v a g e  s a i d  t o  t a k e  a n y  a c t i o n ,  t h e  a r t i s t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  
h a v e  c o n c r e t e  e v i d e n c e ,  a n d  h e  s a i d  t h e  a p p a r e n t  c o p y  o f  h i s  w o r k  
w a s n ' t  t h e r e  w h e n  h e  w e n t  b a c k .

H e  s a y s  t o o  t h a t  m a n y  a r t i s t s  h a v e  b e c o m e  a p a t h e t i c  a b o u t  t h e  
w i d e - s p r e a d  a b u s e s .  " P e o p l e  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  s e e m  t o  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  
t o  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it. I g u e s s  i t ' s  b e e n  g o i n g  o n  f o r  s u c h  a l o n g  
t i m e  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a n y t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  it. M o r e  
i m p o r t a n t l y  m a n y  a r t i s t s  f e e l  t h a t  m a k i n g  a s h o p - o w n e r  m a d e  is m o r e  
o f  a n  e c o n o m i c  r i s k  t h a n  c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  c o p i e r s .  " W e l l  a l o t  o f  
p e o p l e  a r e  a f r a i d ,  b e c a u s e  w e  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  s h o p s  a n d  if t h e  s h o p s  
g e t  a n g r y  w i t h  u s  t h a n  t h e y  w o n ' t  b u y  a n y m o r e  a n d  s o  i t ' s  b e t t e r  
n o t  t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g . "  T h e r e  a r e  l a w s  a n d  o t h e r  c o n t r o l s  i n t e n d e d  
t o  s t o p  n a t i v e  a r t  fraud, a n d  on  o c c a s i o n  t h e y  w o r k ,  f e d e r a l  f i s h  
a n d  w i l d l i f e  a g e n t ,  W a l l y  S a r o k a  in A n c h o r a g e ,  s a y s  S e a t t l e  s h o p  
o w n e r  K n o c k  L e e  w a s  c o n v i c t e d  c f  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  m a r i n e  m a m m a l s  
p r o t e c t i o n  act, w i t h  p o s s e s s i o n  of  r a w  i v o r y  b y  a n o n - n a t i v e ,  and 
p a i d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  f i n e  w h i l e  o n  p r o b a t i o n .  S a r o k a  s a y s  f e d e r a l  
a g e n t s  a l s o  b u s t e d  an  i n - s t a t e  g a n g  o f  c o u n t e r f e i t e r s  in  r e c e n t  
years. T h e r e  w a s  a t r a i l  o f f  o f  M u l d o o n  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  a n u m b e r  
of, it w a s  b a s i c a l l y  a m o b i l e  c a r v i n g  s h o p  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  c a r v i n g  
r a w  w a l r u s  ivo r y ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  n a t i v e  c a r v e r s  in t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e y  
h a d  r o l l s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e - m a d e  s t i c k e r s  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  s l a p p i n g  
t h e m  o n  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  m a d e  b y  n o n­
nat i v e s .

I t ' s  a g a i n s t  s t a t e  l a w  f o r  n o n - n a t i v e s  t o  u s e  t h e  s i l v e r  h a n d



e m b l e m ,  t h e  s t i c k e r  S a r o k a  m e n t i o n e d  o n  t h e i r  a r t  w o r k .  T i n a  L o n g  
w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  c o o r d i n a t e s  t h e  
s i l v e r  h a n d  p r o g r a m .  S h e  s a y s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  h a s  a c c e s s  
to  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  a n d  a t t o r n e y s  t o  p r o s e c u t e  if p e o p l e  w o u l d  o n l y  
r e p o r t  a b u s e s .

"I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  m a n y  p e o p l e  h a v e  t u r n e d  i n  o t h e r  p e o p l e . "  
S a r o k a  s a y s  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  if a l s o  e a g e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  f r a u d  
c a s e s  a n d  a s k  p e o p l e  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e m  if  t h e y  k n o w  o f  a n y  
v i o l a t i o n s .

A  1 9 9 0  A m e n d m e n t  b e e f i n g  u p  t h e  F e d e r a l  I n d i a n  A r t s  a n d  C r a f t s  
A c t  w o u l d  e n a b l e  all A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  T r i b e s  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e i r  
t r a d e - m a r k s .  U n d e r  t h a t  law, a n y  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  is s u b j e c t  to 
s t i f f  c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s .  B u t  o f f i c i a l s  s a y  it  m a y  b e  
18 m o n t h s  o r  m o r e  b e f o r e  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  is s e t  u p  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  
law. W h e t h e r  i t ' s  t h e  s i l v e r  h a n d  o r  a t r i b a l  t r a d e - m a r k ,  t h e s e  
p r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  a r t i s t  a n d  t h e  c o n s u m e r s  a r e  u n l i k e l y  t o  w o r k  
u n l e s s  b o t h  g r o u p s  i n s i s t  u p o n  t h e i r  u s e  a n d  r e p o r t  a n y  fraud. 
T h a t  c a l l s  f o r  m o r e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  
o f f i c i a l s  s a y  t h a t ' s  a l s o  in  t h e i r  p l a n s .  F o r  A P R N  in  A n c h o r a g e ,  
I ' m  D o r e e n  R a n s o m .

G e n u i n e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  A r t s  a n d  C r a f t s  c a n  b e  s e e n  at t h e  A F N  
C o n v e n t i o n  i n  A n c h o r a g e  t h i s  w e e k ,  i t ' s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
o l  n a t i v e  a r t i s t s  of t h e  y e a r  a n d  w e  a s k e d  P h i l l i p  M a t r e c a r d y  to  
a s k  s o m e  of  t h e m  w h a t  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  is t o  c o u n t e r f e i t  n a t i v e  art. 
H e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e m  a r e  c a l l i n g  f o r  t o u g h e r  e n f o r c e m e n t  
o f  e x i s t i n g  f e d e r a l  l a w s  a n d  a r e a l  e f f o r t  b y  t h e  s t a t e  t o  g e t  
i n v o l v e d .

T a h i t a  A r t s  a n d  C u l t u r a l  g r o u p  h a s  o n e  o f  t h e  w i d e s t  
s e l e c t i o n s  g o o d s  f o r  s a l e  a t  t h e  A F N  C o n v e n t i o n  t h i s  year. 
C h u c k  Palm'- s a y s  T a h i t a  s e l l s  o n l y  a u t h e n t i c  n a t i v e  h a n d i c r a f t s .  
P a l m e r  p o i  s o u t  t h e  S i l v e r  H a n d  s y m b o l  h a s  h a d  s o m e  l i m i t e d  
s u c c e s s  i n  w i p i n g  s h o p p e r s  i d e n t i f y  a u t h e n t i c  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  h a n d  
w o r k  a n d  in d e t e r r i n g  c o u n t e r f e i t e r s .  " T h e y  t r y  t o  c o p y  i t  a n d  
s t e e l  d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s  f r o m  o t h e r  p e o p l e . . . ? "  W h e n  h e  h e a r d  s o m e  
c o u n t e r f e i t e r s  h a d  b e e n  u s i n g  t h e  s i l v e r  h a n d  t o  d e f r a u d  c u s t o m e r s ,  
P a l m e r  c o n c l u d e d  m o r e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  is n e e d e d .  T h e  p r o b l e m  is 
e n f o r c i n g  it, y o u  c a n  h a v e  all t h e  l a w s  y o u  w a n t ,  b u t  u n l e s s  y o u  
h a v e  s o m e o n e  t h e r e  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  law, i t  d o e s n ' t  d o  n o  good. So, 
w e  j u s t  h a v e  t o  g e t  m o r e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t h e r e  c h e c k i n g  o u t  a n d  t r y  
t o  a r r e s t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  c o u n t e r f e i t i n g  A l a s k a n  n a t i v e  
h a n d i c r a f t s .  P a l m e r  t h i n k s  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  e f f o r t s  t o  
r e g u l a t e  t h e  i v o r y  t r a d e  m a y  b e  s u f f i c i e n t .  T h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  b e  m o r e  
t o  s t o p  c o u n t e r f e i t i n g  in h i s  o p i n i o n ,  b u t  h e  d o u b t s  it w i l l .  "The 
F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  s o m e  c o n t r o l  over, b u t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  
t h e r e ' s  a l o t  m o r e  p e o p l e  u p  h e r e  a n d  t h e y  c o u l d  d o  a l o t  b e t t e r  
j o b  o f  e n f o r c i n g  it if t h e y ' d  p u t  f o r t h  t h e  e f f o r t ,  I c a n ' t  s e e  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  p u t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  e f f o r t  r i g h t  now, n o t  w i t h  W a l l y



H i c k e l  in t h e r e .  C h a r l o t t e  D o f f e t t  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  F o r t  Y u k o n ,  w h o  
n o w  l i v e s  in W a s i l l a  d o e s  b e a d  w o r k ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  s e a l  f u r  a n d  
m o o s e  skin, l i n x  a n d  b e a r  cla w s ,  a n d  w a l r u s  t e e t h .  S h e  s a y s  A s i a n  
i m i t a t i o n  t o u r i s t  g o o d s  h a v e  h u r t  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  A r t i s t s  i n  r e c e n t  
p a s t .  " T h e y  d i d  a l o t  o f  d a m a g e ,  f r o m  H o n g  K o n g  a n d  a l l  t h i s  
s t u f f ,  t h e y  a l r e a d y  d i d  a l o t  of  d a m a g e  t o  n a t i v e  p e o p l e  a n d  E s k i m o  
p e o p l e  h e r e  in A l a s k a  f r o m  i m p o r t i n g  a l l  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  f a k e  s t u f f  
a n d  n o w  d a y s  y o u  c a n ' t  e v e n  b u y  i v o r y  b e c a u s e  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  
w h e t h e r  y o u ' r e  b u y i n g  p l a s t i c .

A n o t h e r  b e a d  w o r k e r ,  S a l i n a  A l e x a n d e r  f r o m  F o r t  Y u k o n  t h i n k s  
m o s t  c o u n t e r f e i t  w o r k  c o u l d  b e  d e t e c t e d  b y  d i s c e r n i n g  b u y e r s .  T o  
m e  i t ' s  o f f e n s i v e  w h e n  I s e e  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  copy, b u t  i f  y o u  l o o k  
a t  it c l o s e ,  y o u  c a n  t e l l  t h e  q u a l i t y  i s n ' t  t h e  same, a l o t  o f  it  
is m a c h i n e - m a d e  a n d  y o u  c o u l d  e a s i l y  s e e  t n e  t h r e a d  o r  s o m e t h i n g  
l i k e  t h a t .  A  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  d o  g e t  f o o l e d  a n d  t h a t ' s  t o o  b a d  y a  
k n o w ,  I t h i n k  it, m a y b e  it  d o e s  c u t  i n t o  o u r  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
s e e  it p e r s o n a l l y  r i g h t  now.

M o s t  o t h e r  a r t i s t s  a t  t h e  A F N  C o n v e n t i o n  e i t h e r  h a d  n o t  h e a r d  
a b o u t  c o u n t e r f e i t i n g  o r  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  it  a f f e c t e d  t h e m  p e r s o n a l l y .  
T h o s e  w h o  h a d  a n  o p i n i o n  f e l t  l i k e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  T a h i t a  t h a t  
e x i s t i n g  l a w s  c o u l d  h a n d l e  t h e  p r o b l e m  i f  t h e r e  w a s  m o r e  l a w  
e n f o r c e m e n t .

I ' m  P h i l l i p  M a t r i c a r d i .

T r a n s c r i p t i o n  f r o m  N a t i o n a l  N a t i v e  N e w s ,  G a r y  F i f e  (?) ....

T h i s  is N a t i o n a l  N a t i v e  N e w s ,  I ' m  G a r y  Fife, N a t i v e  A r t  m e a n s  
b i g  b u c k s  t h e s e  d a ys, i t ' s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  n a t i v e  a r t  m a r k e t  
b r i n g s  in  a s  m u c h  a s  8 0 0 - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a y e a r ,  b u t  s t u d i e s  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a s  m u c h  as 1/5 o f  t h a t  is b e i n g  s i p h o n e d  o f f  b y  
i m p o r t e d  i m i t a t i o n s .

T h e r e ' s  n o  s h o r t a g e  o f  d o m e s t i c  c o u n t e r f e i t e r s  e i t h e r .  A s  
D o r e e n  M a n s o n  r e p o r t s  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  s o m e  d e a l e r s  f i n d  t h e  
p r o f i t  m a r g i n  is f a t t e r  w h e n  t h e y  c u t  t h e  n a t i v e s  o u t  o f  n a t i v e  
a r t s .

T h e r e 's m o r e  m o n e y  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  t o  b e  m a d e  f r o m  t h e  a r t s  
a n d  c r a f t s  o f  n a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  A n n  M i l l a l o w m a k e m a  of  t h e  H o p i  a r t s  
a n d  c r a f t s  c o o p  i n  S e c o n d  M e s a ,  A r i z o n a  s a y s  t h a t  m e a n s  t e m p t a t i o n .  
" I t ' s  r e a l l y  p o p u l a r  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  w a n t s  t o  g e t  a b i t  of  t h a t  pie, 
so p e o p l e  a r e  r e a l l y  m a k i n g  a l o t  of  f a k e  s t u f f  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  
m a r k e t .  T h a t  c o u n t e r f e i t i n g  c a n  i n v o l v e  t h e  i l l e g a l  u s e  of 
m a t e r i a l s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  n a t i v e s .  It  c a n  a l s o  i n v o l v e  m a s s - p r o d u c i n g  
s o m e o n e  e l s e ' s  a r t i s t i c  idea. T h e  d e c e p t i o n  c h e a t s  b o t h  n a t i v e  
a r t i s t s  a n d  a r t  b u y e r s .  I t  a l s o  i n f u r i a t e s  t h o s e  in t h e  b u s i n e s s  
of  m a r k e t i n g  t h e  art. D e a l e r s  o f t e n  n o t e  w h o  t h e  m a j o r  
c o u n t e r f e i t e r s  a r e  b u t  t h e y ' r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a l k  f o r  f e a r  o f  l e g a l  
a c t i o n  a n d  d a m a g e  t o  t h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n s .  O n e  d e a l e r  w h o  d i d n ' t  w a n t  
t o  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  w a s  w i l l i n g  to  t e l l  h o w  s h e  f o u n d  o u t  s o m e  f a k e s  
h a d  m a d e  t h e i r  w a y  i n t o  h e r  o l d  a n d  w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  e a s t  c o a s t



g a l l e r y .  S h e  s a y s  a t r a d e r  c a m e  in w h o  w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  w o r k  
o f  n a t i v e  c a r v e r s  o n  St. L a w r e n c e  I s l a n d  in  t h e  B e r i n g  S e a  o f f  t h e  
C o a s t  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  m a n  w a s  p u z z l e d  b y  t h e  n a m e  h e  s a w  on  a 
s c u l p t u r e  a l l e g e d  t o  b e  f r o m  t h e  island, " a n d  h e  s a i d  t h e  s p e l l i n g  
o f  Jr. S l o o k n o w ' s  n a m e  w a s  i n c o r r e c t ,  a n d  a l s o  h e ' d  n e v e r  s e e n  Jr. 
w o r k i n g  i n  s o a p - s t o n e  b e f o r e ,  h e ' d  o n l y  w o r k e d  in iv o r y .  A  l i t t l e  
r e s e a r c h  c o n v i n c e d  t h e m  b o t h  t h a t  Jr. S n o o k l o w  w a s  a n  i n v e n t i o n  
p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  Jr. Sloko, t h e  St. L a w r e n c e  i v o r y  c a r v e r .  T h e  
d e a l e r  w h o  h a d  b r o u g h t  t h e  w o r k  in s u b s e q u e n t l y  d e n i e d  a n y  f r a u d  
b u t  o f f e r e d  n o  p r o o f  o f  a u t h e n t i c i t y .

T h e  g a l l e r y  m a n a g e r  r e t u r n e d  all h i s  p i e c e s  t o  h i m  a n d  '-efuses 
t o  d o  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  h i m  again. I t ' s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  
in t h e s e  a r t i s t s  n a m e s  is c o i n c i d e n t a l ,  t h e r e  a r e  f e w e r  t h a n  a 
t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  island. T h e  a r t i s t s  t h e r e  a r e  w e l l  k n o w n  
t o  v i s i t i n g  t r a d e r s  a n d  to e a c h  other. B e s i d e s  s a y s  Y u p i k  c a r v e r  
Jr. Sl o k o ,  t h e r e ' s  no s o a p s t o n e  a n d  no  s o a p s t o n e  c a r v e r  o n  St. 
L a w r e n c e  I s l a n d .  S l o k o  says h e  t h i n k s  it ' s  a s h a m e  t h a t  a r t  b u y e r s  
a r e  b e i n g  d e c e i v e d .  "I ' m  s o r r y  f o r  t h e  c u s t o m e r s  m o s t l y  t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  g e t t i n g  r i p p e d  o f f . "  A l a s k a  i v o r y  t r a d e r  T o m  F i n n e g a n  w a s  
a l s o  a n g e r e d  b y  t h e  w o r k  of s o - c a l l e d  Jr. S n o o k l o w .  H e  s p o t t e d  it 
l a s t  y e a r  in a S e a t t l e  shop, N o r t h w e s t  t r i b a l  a r t  o w n e d  b y  a 
V i e t n a m e s e  n a m e d  K n o c k  Lee, i n  t h a t  s h o p  a n d  i n  t w o  o t h e r  s h o p s  in 
A l a s k a ,  F i n n e g a n  s a y s  h e  a l s o  s a w  a s m a l l  i v o r y  m a s k  h e  t o o k  t o  b e  
t h e  w o r k  of  I n u p i a t  c a r v e r  E u g e n e  T i a l a n a  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  b u t  
F i n n e g a n  s a y s  e v e n  b e f o r e  h e  s a w  t h e  n a m e  o n  t h e  m a s k ,  h e  r e a l i z e d  
t h e y  w e r e n ' t  a u t h e n t i c .

" W h e n  y o u  g e t  u p  c l o s e  t h e r e ' s  t w o  t h i n g s  t h a t  s e p a r a t e  it. 
F o r  o n e  t h i n g  t h e  w o r k  is n o t  a s  good, a n o t h e r  t h i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  
u s i n g  l i t t l e  i v o r y  r o d s  to a t t a c h  t h e s e  m a s k s  t o  t h e  b a l e e n  post, 
t h e y  u s e  w h a t  a p p e a r s  to  b e  b r a s s .  T h e  c a r v e r s  n a m e  w a s  E d d i e  
S i n g h o k ,  a n d  i t ' s  n o  w o n d e r  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  u s e  i v o r y  a s  T i a l a n a  
d oes, S i n g h o k  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  s h o p  o w n e r  K n o c k  Lee. U.S. F i s h  a n d  
W i l d l i f e  o f f i c i a l s  s a y  h e  w a s  c o n v i c t e d  in  1 9 8 7  f o r  p o s s e s s i o n  of  
r a w  i v o r y  b y  a n o n - n a t i v e .  L e e  w o u l d n ' t  a g r e e  t o  a t a p e d  
i n t e r v i e w ,  b u t  w h e n  a s k e d  h o w  t h e  l a r g e  a m o u n t  o f  E d d i e  s i n g h o k  
w o r k  s e e n  in h i s  s h o p  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  b e  p r o d u c e d  b y  o n e  a r t i s t ,  h e  
a d m i t t e d  it w a s  t h e  w o r k  o f  a team. T h a t  t e a m  r a r e l y  i n c l u d e s  
n a t i v e s  s a y s  L e e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  s t a y  long. L e e  s a y s  h e  c a n ' t  
g e t  e n o u g h  n a t i v e  art t o  f e e l  h i s  shop. H e  s a y s  h e  u n d e r s t a n d s  
t r i b a l  a r t  a n d  s e e s  n o t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  w h a t  h e ' s  d o i n g .  D o e s  it 
h a v e  t o  be' t r i b a l  p e o p l e  t o  b e  t r i b a l  a r t  h e  a s k s ?  T h e  
m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  w o r k  as b e i n g  I n d i a n  p r o d u c e d  is a g a i n s t  
f e d e r a l  law, b u t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  1 9 9 0  l a w  h a v e  y e t  t o  
b e  p u b l i s h e d .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  l e g i t i m a t e  d e a l e r s  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  
b u y e r s  a s k  t h e  s e l l e r  t o  w r i t e  t h e  n a m e  of  t h e  a r t i s t  a n d  t h e  t r i b e  
on  t h e  s a l e s  slip. S o m e  w h o  l o v e  n a t i v e  a r t  m a y  a l s o  d e v e l o p  t h e  
k i n d  o f  i n s t i n c t  t h a t  s e r v e s  A l a s k a  t r a d e r  T o m  F i n n e g a n .  I n  h i s  
o p i n i o n  t h e  f a k e s  a l l  h a v e  o n e  t h i n g  in c o m m o n .  E v e r y  p i e c e  t h a t  
I ' v e  seen, t h e y  a r e  n o t  a s  g o o d  as t h e  o r i g i n a l s .  I t h i n k  p r o b a b l y  
b e c a u s e  it l a c k s  w h a t  y o u  w o u l d  c a l l  t h e  s p i r i t .

F o r  N a t i o n a l  N a t i v e  N e w s  in A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a ,  I ' m  D o r e e n  R a n s o m .




