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M E M O R A N D U M

DATE*. M a rc h  2 6 , 1992

TO : M em bers o f  t h e  H o u se  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m itte e

FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  M ax G r u e n b e r g  î m o

R E : HB 5 0 4 , " T h e  P l a i n  L a n g u a g e  L e a s e  B i l l "

I  w o u ld  v e r y  m uch a p p r e c ia t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  HB 5 0 4 .

HB 504 m akes i t  a n  u n f a i r  t r a d e  p r a c t i c e  f o r  a l a n d l o r d  t o  
p r o v id e  a w r i t t e n  r e s i d e n t i a l  r e n t a l  a g r e e m e n t t h a t  i s  n o t  
w r i t t e n  i n  r e a d a b le ,  c l e a r  a n d  u n a m b ig u o u s  la n g u a g e .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t io n s  p le a s e  c a l l  me o r  my l e g i s l a t i v e  
a s s i s t a n t ,  M a rk  H a n d le y ,  a t  4 6 5 -4 9 8 6 .

T h a n k  y o u .

H B 5 0 4 . SUP\M TH
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the institu tion  o f a forcib le entry and de­
ta ine r action. McCall v. Fickes, 556 P .2d 
535 (A laska 1976).

Article 2. Rental Agreements.

S ec tion
20. Term s and conditions o f ren ta l 

agreement 
30. E ffect o f  unsigned o r undelivered 

ren ta l agreement 
40. P rohib ited provisions in ren ta l 

agreements

Sec tion
50. Separation o f rents and obligations 

to m aintain property forbidden 
60. Sublease and assignment

Sec. 34.03.020. Terms and conditions of rental agreement,
(a) The landlord and tenant may include in a rental agreement 
clauses and conditions not prohibited by this chapter or by law, in­
cluding rent, terms of agreement, and other provisions governing the 
rights and obligations of the parties.

(b) In the absence of agreement, the tenant shall pay as rent the 
fair rental value for the use and occupancy of the dwelling unit.

(c) Rent shall be payable without demand or notice at the time and 
place agreed upon by the parties. Unless otherwise agreed, rent is 
payable at the dwelling unit. Unless otherwise agreed, rent is payable 
at the beginning of any term of one month or less and otherwise in 
equal monthly installments. Unless otherwise agreed, rent shall be 
uniformly apportionable from day to day and shall be paid on the date 
the periodic tenancy begins and payable on or before the same date of 
each and every month thereafter until the tenancy terminates.

(d) Unless the rental agreement fixes a definite term, the tenancy 
shall be week to week in the case of a tenant who pays weekly rent, 
and in all other cases month to month. (§ 1 ch 10 SLA 1974)

NOTES T O  DECISIONS

M on th -to -m on th  ten anc ies  con s ti­
tu te  a  sp ec ia l c la ss , not necessarily gov­
erned by a ll provisions o f this chapter. 
M cCall v. Fickes, 656 P .2d 536 (A laska 
1976).

T e rm  " re n ta l ag reem en t”  n o t used 
in  conn ec t io n  w ith  m on th -to -m on th  
ten anc ie s . —  W hile "ren ta l agreement" 
is defined in AS 34 .03 .360 as " a ll agree­
ments . . .  embodying the term s and condi­
tions concerning the use and occupancy o f 
a dwelling un it . . . ,"  the term  "ren ta l

agreement" is not used in this chapter in 
connection w ith month-to-mouth tenan­
cies. McCall v. Fickes, 666 P .2d 535 
(A laska 1976).

In  fac t, sub sec tion  (d ) fixes a m on th - 
to -m on th  ten ancy , in absence o f  agree­
ment by the parties to a d ifferent term in 
the ren ta l agreement, i f  ren t is paid on a 
month ly basis. McCall v. Fickes, 556 1 .2d  
535 (A laska 1976).

A pp lied  in  Vozar v. Francis, 579 P.2d 
1056 (A laska 1978).




