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HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

Dale Referred: April 15, 1W2 

Dale o f Coinmiilec Action:

The JU D IC IA R Y  Committee considered: 

HOUSE BILL NO. 341

yy jl

t: H U t f s S r

FURTHER REFERRALS: F: nance

HB 341

COMPENSATE INNOCENT VEHICLE OWNERS

"An Act relating to compensation lo r propelled vehicles in the custody of a law enforcement agency; and 
providing for an effective date." ^

<j£<£the same titleRECOMMENDATIONS: 
be replaced w ith _______ A S  A fc  3 4 1 ( t e a .1 ] a new title

I ] have attached amendments(s)
[ ] do pass 

[ ] do not pass 

I K  no recommendations 
[ ] individual recommendations 

[ ] additional referral to th e ____ Committee

ADOPTS: letter o f  Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): (DepI)

[ ] fiscal im pact____________________________

APPROVES PREVIOUS: 

fiscal note(s) ? S  *</,s
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Revision Date: _________________________
Title: Compensation fn r loss of certain

.notQL-vehlclga_______________________
Sponsor:
Requestor:

Representative Parnell
Representative Parnell

FISCAL NOTE N 3 ._ J _
) Version: CSHB 3AKTRA) 

(H) Publish Date: 4 / 1 5 /9 2

Public SafetyDepartment A ffected:
BRU: Violent Crimes Compensation Hoard
Component: Violent Crimes Compensation Board

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDmJRES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES 37.8 37.8 37.8 37.8 37.8 37.8
TRAVEL 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
CONTRACTUAL 110.8 110.8 110.8 110.8 110.8 110.8
SUPPLIES 8.2 8.2 8.2 8.2 8.2 8.2
EQUIPMENT 10.0
LAND L STRUCTURES
CHANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 169.8 159.8 159.8 159.8 | 159.8 159.8

CAPITAL

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands o f Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER PFD Fund 
FUND SOURCE: 1050

169.8 159.8 159.8 159.8 159.8 159.8

TOTAL 169.8 159.8 159.8 159.8 159.8 159.8

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 1 1 1 1 1 1
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact:

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) 

See attached.

Prepared By: Nola_Cnpp____________________________________________  Phone: 465-3040
, -D ivision: Violent Crime?; CnmPensetion Rna-dgftasgl ian.Baarri_______    Dqte:  3/ 17/ 9?

Richard
\ “

Approved by Commissioner: <— vx.  ' ' ” v v* u u. Burton

Agency: — Department of Public Safety —  Date: 3 /17 /9?

DUtributJon (by pr«parar | : Leg.  Fm..  Lagialaiiva Sponsor .  Raoutator.  CMBDBR.  Gow. Legn Ofc. .  & I mp a e u d  Agancyliaal .



VIO L EN T CRIMES COMPENSATION BOARD 
F i s c a l  N o t e  a n a l y s i s  -  DRAFT SSHB 34.1 
P a g e  2 o f  4

DRAFT SS  HB 3 4 1  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  V i o l e n t  C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  
t o  c o m p e n s a t e  o w n e r s  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  s e i z e d  b y  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  
a g e n c i e s  a s  e v i d e n c e  i n  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
w o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e ' s  v a l u e  a t  t h e  t i m e  i t  
i s  s e i z e d  a n d  t h e  v e h i c l e ' s  e x p e c t e d  u s e f u l  l i f e .  T h e  f i s c a l  
i m p a c t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  b e  a s  f o l l o w s :

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s : A n e w  p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  b e  n e e d e d  t o  p r o v i d e
s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  t w o - p e r s o n  s t a f f  o f  t h e  B o a r d .  E a c h  o w n e r  w o u l d  
h a v e  t o  f i l e  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a m e  p r o c e s s  a s  a n y  
o t h e r  c l a i m a n t  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  
n u m b e r i n g  e a c h  c l a i m ,  e n t e r i n g  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r ,  
w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  c l a i m a n t s ,  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
p e r s o n s  w h o  m a y  h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  i n  q u e s t i o n .  
E a c h  c l a i m  i s  r e v i e w e d  a n d  w h e n  c o m p l e t e ,  i s  x e r o x e d  f o r  t h e  B o a r d  
m e m b e r s .  A f t e r  t h e  B o a r d  m e e t i n g ,  l e t t e r s  m u s t  b e  w r i t t e n  a n d  s e n t  
c e r t i f i e d  m a i l  t e l l i n g  t h e  c l a i m a n t s  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d .  
I f  t h e  c l a i m a n t  d o e s  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  h e  
o r  s h e  m a y  r e q u e s t  a  h e a r i n g .  T h e  c o m p l e t e  f i l e  i s  x e r o x e d  f o r  t h e  
h e a r i n g  o f f i c e r  a n d  t h e  h e a r i n g  i s  t r a n s c r i b e d  v e r b a t i m .  T h e  B o a r d  
a n t i c i p a t e s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  2 5 0  c l a i m s  p e r  y e a r  u n d e r  t h i s  b i l l ,  
w h i c h  w o u l d  m o r e  t h a n  d o u b l e  t h e  c l a i m s  f i l e d  i n  a  f i s c a l  y e a r .

C l e r k  T y p i s t  I I I ,  R a n g e  8 / A  $ 3 7 . 8
( S e e  New P o s i t i o n  R e q u e s t  F o r m )

T r a v e l : B y  s t a t u t e ,  a l l  d e c i s i o n s  o n  a w a r d s  m u s t  b e  m a d e  b y  t h e
B o a r d .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  c l a i m s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  g e n e r a t e d  b y  
t h i s  b i l l ,  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  w o u l d  
i n c r e a s e  f r o m  4 m e e t i n g s  p e r  y e a r  t o  6 m e e t i n g s  p e r  y e a r .

2 B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  a t  $ 1 5 0 0 . 0 0  p e r  m e e t i n g  $ 3 . 0

C o n t r a c t u a l : P a y m e n t s  t o  v e h i c l e  o w n e r s  a r e  e s t i m a t e d  b y  A l a s k a  
S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  a n d  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  a s  f o l l o w s :

Payments
O u t  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  2 5 0  a d d i t i o n a l  
c l a i m s  a  y e a r ,  i t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  
6 0  w i l l  b e  a w a r d e d .  A t  a n  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  w i t h  a n  e x p e c t e d  l i f e  o f  
9 6  m o n t h s ,  t h e  m o n t h l y  v a l u e  w o u l d  
b e  $ 1 0 4
( 6 0  v e h i c l e s  x  $ 1 0 4  x  12  m o n t h s )  = $ 7 4 . 8

C O M M I T  I d E  C O P Y



VIOLENT CRIMES COMPENSATION BOARD 
F i s c a l  N o t e  a n a l y s i s  -  DRAFT SSHB 3 4 1  
P a g e  3 o f  4

>

H e a r i n g s
By  s t a t u t e ,  e a c h  c l a i m a n t  h a s  t h e  r i g h t
t o  a  h e a r i n g  i f  t h e y  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h e
B o a r d  d e c i s i o n .  E a c h  h e a r i n g  c o s t s
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 0 0 0  a n d  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d
t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  o f  26
h e a r i n g s  b a s e d  o n  1 8  h e a r i n g s  p e r  y e a r  a t
t h e  c u r r e n t  n u m b e r  o f ‘ C l a i m s .  $ 3 6 . 0

TOTAL CONTFACTUAL $ 1 1 0 . 8

S u p p l i e s : E s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  o f f i c e  s u p p l i e s  $ 4 . 0
E s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  n e w  b r o c h u r e s  a n d  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  $ 4.2

TOTAL S U P P L I E S  $ 8 . 2

E q u i p m e n t : D e s k ,  c h a i r ,  t a b l e ,  c o m p u t e r ,
p r i n t e r ,  e t c .  $  10.0

TOTAL $ 1 6 9 . 8

Notes:

1)  E q u i p m e n t  i s  n e e d e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o n l y .

J
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P o s i t i o n  Ti t l e  

\

!ri
Cl o r k  T y p i s t  III

N u m b o r  o (  P o s i t i o n s  

t

R a n g e / S t o p  

8 /A

B a r g a i n i n g  Un i t  

A S E A

i mo  S t n t u s  

j PFT
S t o l l  M o n t h s L o c a t i o n E l o c t i o n  D i s t r i c t

1 2 J u n o  nil

' } T y p o  of  E x p e n d i t u r e A m o u n t

)  1 2 3

S a l a r y * 2 5 . 2 M  * r >

B o n o f i t s  * 1 2 . 6

P r e m i u m  P a y  ( I n c l u d o d  in A b o v e )

O l h o r
•yifcs0  • <■< ‘

T o t o l  P o r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 3 7 . 8

T t n v o l 3 . 0

C o n t r a c t u a l 1 1 0 . 8

C o m m o d i t i e s 8 . 2

E q u i p m e n t 1 0 . 0

O t h e r

T o t a l  C o s t 1 6 9 . 8

F u n d i n g  S o u r c e  F o r  T o t a l  C o s t

F e d o r a l  R o c o i p t s 1 0 0 2
G. F .  M a t c h 1 0 0 3

G o n o r a l  F u n d 1 0 0 4

P r o g r a m  R o c o i p t s / G F 1 0 0 5

l - A R o c o i p t s 1 0 0 7

CI P R o c o i p t s 1 0 6 1

0 1 h o r

J u s t i f i c a t i o n

P a s s n g a  o l  t h i s  l a g i s l e t i o n  wi l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  w o r k l o a d  o l  t h e  V i o l e n t  

C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  o l l i c e  s t a f f .

T h i s  p o s i t i o n  wi l l  b n  n e o d o d  t o  p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  t w o * p o r s o n  

s t a f f  o f  t h e  B o a r d .  E a c h  o w n o r  r e q u e s t i n g  c o m p e n s a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  

t o  fi le o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  e n d  g o  t h r o u g h  t h o  s a m e  p r o c e s s  a s  a n y  o t h e r  

c l a i m a n t  f o r  c o m p e n s n t i o n .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  n u m b e r i n g  

e a c h  c l a i m ,  e n t o r i n q  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r ,  w r i t i n g  

l e t t e r s  t o  c l a i m a n t s ,  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  d o c t o r s  

a n d  e m p l o y e r s  v e r i f y i n g  a n d  d o c u m e n t i n g  e x p e n s e s .  E a c h  c l a i m  is 

r e v i e w e d  e n d  w h e n  c o m p l o t e ,  in x e r o x e d  f o r  t h e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s .  

A f t e r  t h e  B o a r d  m o o t i n g ,  l e t t o r n  m u s t  b e  w r i t t e n  a n d  s e n t  c e r t i f i e d  

ma i l  t e l l i n g  t h e  c l a i m a n t s  of  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d .  If t h e  

c l a i m a n t  d o o s  n o t  e g r o e  w i t h  t h o  d e c i s i o n  of  t h e  B o a r d ,  t h e y  r e q u e s t  

a h e a r i n g .  T h e  c o m p l e t e  f i le is x e r o x e d  f o r  t h e  h e a r i n g  o f f i c e r  a n d  

t h e  h e a r i n g  is t r a n s c r i b e d  v e r b a t i m .  It  is e s t i m a t e d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w o u l d  m o r o  t h a n  d o u b l o  t h e  c l a i m s  f i l e d  in a f i s c a l  y e a r .

1 6 9 . 8

* P o r s o n n l  S o r v i c o s  S a l a r y  a n d  B e n e f i t s  C o s t s  a r o  f r o m  P A C S  c a l c u l a t i o n s .

R E Q U E S T  FOR 

N E W  P O S I T I O N

AGE NC Y D e p a r t m e n t  of  P u b l i c  S a f e t y

BRU V i o l e n t  C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  Bd.

C O M P O N E N T  V i o l o n t  C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  Bd .

P a g e  4  o f  4

R e v i s e d  D a t e

FY 9 3
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Kevin "Pat" Parnell
University • Midtown. District 10

(907) 465-26*7 
State Capitol. Rm. 12S 

Juneau. AK 99S01-1 ISC

SPONSOR STATEMENT

HOUSE B I L L  3 4 1  "VEH IC LE REIMBURSEMENT11

H o u s e  B i l l  3 4 1  c a m e  a b o u t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a  s h o o t i n g  o n  t h e  
G l e n n  H i g h w a y  i n  A n c h o r a g e  l a s t  y e a r .  T h i s  i s  w h e r e  t h r e e  y o u n g  
p e o p l e  w e r e  i n  a  c a r  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e m  s h o t  t h e  w i n d o w  o u t  o f  a n o t h e r  
v e h i c l e  f r o m  t h e  b a c k ,  k i l l i n g  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  i n  t h e  f r o n t  s e a t .

T h e  v e h i c l e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  w a s  r i d i n g ,  w a s  t h e n  
i m p o u n d e d  a s  e v i d e n c e .  T h e  o w n e r  w a s  n o t  a  p a r t y  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
a n d  w a s  a n  i n n o c e n t  b y s t a n d e r .  H e  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  k e e p  h i s  c a r  f o r  
u s e  t o  a n d  f r o m  w o r k ,  o r  f o r  a n y  o t h e r  p u r p o s e .  T h e  o w n e r  w a s  
s t i l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a k i n g  c a r  a n d  i n s u r a n c e  p a y m e n t s .  B e c a u s e  
o f  t h i s ,  h e  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  a n o t h e r  p i e c e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  
L u c k i l y  f o r  h i m ,  a  g r o u p  r a l l i e d  a n d  d o n a t e d  a  c a r  f o r  h i s  u s e .

I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  w a s  e x p o s e d  t o  n o t  
h a v i n g  h i s  v e h i c l e  f o r  a l m o s t  o n e  y e a r .  I t  s e e m s  o n l y  f a i r  t h a t  
i n  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  o w n e r  o t  t h e  v e h i c l e  i s  n o t  c h a r g e d  w i t h  
a n y t h i n g  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h a t  i f  t h e y  n e e d  t h e  v e h i c l e  f o r  
e v i d e n c e ,  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  f o r t h c o m i n g .  F o r  t h i s  a n d  f o r  
f u r t h e r  d a m a g e  s u s t a i n e d  t o  t h e  v e h i c l e .

" V i o l e n t  C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d "  w i l l  a l l o w  p e o p l e  t o  f i l e  
c l a i m s  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d  f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t .

Commiutts: Judiciry. Labor i: Corcncr::. Mmury L  Veterans Aiiairs 
Bucijti Subcomr.iut;. Adminisraiion



(907) 465-2647 
State Capitol. Rm . 12S  

Juneau. A K  9 9 8 0 1* 113

Section 1. AS 12.36 is amended with a new section;

DISPOSITION OF RECOVERED OR SEIZED PROPERTY.

Sec. 12.36.070. NOTICE OF RIGHT OF COMPENSATION FOR LOSS OF MOTOR 
VEHICLE.

The law enforcement agency who seizes a motor vehicle for 
purpose of an investigation, shall notify the owner of the right 
to obtain compensation for the temporary or permanent loss of it.

Section 2. AS 18.67.010 VIOLENT CRIMES COMPENSATION BOARD
[PURPOSE), is amended.

Places wording or whose motor vehicles are seized by law 
enforcment agencies, to give the "Violent Crimes Compensation Board 
the needed authority to hear these cases.

Section 3. AS 18.67.030(b) APPLICATION FOR COMPENSATION.

Has wording inserted that requires that a report of the 
condition of the vehicle in question, shall be submitted to the 
Board by the applicant, in the application process.

Section 4. AS 18.67.070, STANDARDS FOR COMPENSATION.

States that one of the standards for compensation is the loss 
of a motor vehicle. Also that the Board shall determine the amount 
of compensation payable for the loss, based on current value of 
car, and the expected usage of it.

The formula for usage is determined as value of car (V) 
divided by expected life (EL), yields monthly compensation (MC) 
owed [v/el = me).

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Kevin "P a t” Parnell

Business Universitv - Midtown. District 10

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS FOR SSHB 341

Committees: Judiciary. Labor & Commerce. Military & Veterans Affairs 
Budset Subcommittee. Adminisration



Page 2 of 3 
April 14, 1992
Sectional Analysis of SSHB 341

Section 5 - 8. AS 18.67.080 (a, b, c, & d) AWARDING COMPENSATION 
is amended.

Includes temporary or permanent loss of a motor vehicler.l

Section 9. AS 18.67.101 INCIDENTS AND OFFENSES TO WHICH THIS
CHAPTER APPLIES, is amended to include new subsection.

(b) Allows Violent Crimes Compensation Board to determine 
compensation for victims under this section. It is noted that the 
vehicle in question must be necessary to the conduct of the owner’s 
trade or business. It is not considered to be necessary solely 
because the vehicle is driven between the owner's home and 
principal place of work.

Section 10 - 11. AS 18.67.110 (a & b) NATURE OF THE COMPENSATION 
is amended.

Places temporary or permanent loss of a motor vehicle into 
these sections.

Section 12. AS 18.67.115 is a new section, SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
FOR COMPENSATION LOSS OF A MOTOR VEHICLE.

If the board determines cost of vehicle is less than $1000 
dollars, it shall pay a lump sum to the victim.

Section 13 - 15. AS 18.67.130 (a, b, & c) LIMITATIONS ON AWARDING 
COMPENSATION is amended.

Includes temporary or permanent loss of a motor vehicle (a) 
and also including in a claim for compensation for personal injury 
or death, (b & c) to give them standing.

Section 16. AS 18.67.130 LIMITATIONS ON AWARDING COMPENSATION 
is amended with a new section.

States that compensation for this cannot be done if the person 
making the claim is or could be charged with the criminal offense 
for which the motor vehicle was seized.
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April 14, 1992
Sectional Analysis of SSHB 341

Section 17. AS 18.67.135 is amended with a new section, ACTION 
FOR INVERSE CONDEMNATION OR DAMAGE TO A MOTOR VEHICLE.

Section 18. AS 18.67.140, RECOVERY FROM OFFENDER, is amended.
Adds temporary or permanent loss of a motor vehicle, and loss 

of the motor vehicle to this section.

Section 19. AS 18.67.180, DEFINITIONS, is amended.

Includes definition "motor vehicle," and adds to the 
definition of "victim,:l to include temporary or permanent loss of 
a motor vehicle.

Section 20. Effective date is July 1, 1992.
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; )U S E  COMMITTEE REPO T

Date Referred: May 18, 1991 . FURTHER REFERRALS:
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Justice?
T 4 -

Innocent victims find indifference
A laska , l ike  th e  r e s t  of th e  coun try ,  s tr iv e s  to  have 

a law  enforcem ent sy s tem  in  w hich  ju s t ice  is blind. 
F o r  th o s e  .accused  of .c r im es, i t ’s a n o b le  and  
ap p ro p r ia te  goal.

B u t as p re se n t ly  s tru c tu re d ,  the  c r im in a l  justice 
system  too often  is b l in d  to  th e  p lig h t  of innocent 
v ictim s and  w itnesses .  A ll th e  a t te n t io n  fo cuses 'on  
u n co v e r in g  s u s p e c ts  a n d  p ro v in g  t h e i r  g u i l t  or 

■ innocence. The needs  of v ic t im s  and  w itnesses  a re  an 
af te r though t.

T a k e  th e  case  o f  E a g le  R iv e r  r e s id e n t  Rob 
C ham berla in . H e w a s  d r iv in g  h is  $5,000 sports  car 
w hen his passen g er  w'as sho t and  k il led  b y  an o th e r  
m otoris t.  His ca r  h a s  been  im pounded  as  evidence 
until  th e  suspect goes on t r i a l .  In  the  m ean tim e , Mr. 
C ham berla in  has  to  bu m  r ides  fo r  his len g th y  tr ip  to 
w ork , w hile  h e ’s s tu ck  p ay in g  fo r  a car  he cannot use.

In a system  th a t  cared a b o u t  justice  fo r  innocent 
bys tanders ,  the re  w ou ld  be a s im ple  process for 
helping people l ik e  Mr. C h am berla in .  Socie ty  has a 
leg itim ate  need to  t a k e  h is  c a r  for evidence. I t 's  less 
clear w h y  society shou ld  be a l low ed  to ta k e  i t  w ithout 
ju s t  com pensation .

The v io len t c r im es com pensa tion  board ,  welcome 
as it is, p rovides  no  relief  he re .  The board  does no; 
com pensa te  v ic tim s of p ro p e r ty  crimes. It cannot pay  
to r  ec o n o m ic  lo s s e s  t h a t  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  oi 
prosecution inflicts  on innocen t w itnesses.

One reason society  doesn 't  do m ore for v ic tim s anc 
witnesses is m oney . The 5600,000 a y e a r  A laska 
spends on victim s o f  v io len t crim es is b a re ly  enough 
to meet the dem and . H elp ing  innocent w itnesses w ith  
th e ir  losses and expenses  could  cost considerably 
more.

But then, no one  over said  ius tire  is cheat?.
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Justice lakes toll of inntmont man
Driver of car impounded after highway killing must still pay

. / B y  SHEILA TOOMEY-f : - .
Daily Nows ropo/lor . * • • • •

Tlie lost tim e1 Hob Chamberlain saw his 
nifty red sports car it was surrounded by 
police nnd his friend lay dead In the front 

1 sent. •
, Chamberlain, 21,. Is the owner of the 1905 

..Toyota MH2 yHiere Jeffrey Cain died, shot 
to death last month from another car at the 
Muldooh cxit'off the Glenn Highway. Chnm- 

.'.,'bcrlaln was driving that night, on his way 
|- to drop Cain off at Kentucky Fried Chicken, 
.. wh$n a high-powered rifle bullet pierced the 

rear window and killed his friend instantly. ■
Chamberlain bought the enr for $5,000 

t5> th ree :weeks before the shooting nnd, for n 
i.vwhile,-what hnppcned.to.it was'the least of 

his concerns. The police impounded It for 
their investigation, which he figured would 
take a few weeks, maybe.even a month or 

. two, and that seemed reasonable.
But now Chamberlain has been told he ,  

can't have the car until after the two men- 
nccused in Cain’s death are tried — which

I*'. * ' f
'could.be'a year'or more. That See’hi’s Unrea­
sonable, he said: - .

"I can’t afford to make the payments nnd 
get another car." . . ■ ,.

Assistant District Attorney Steve Branch- 
flower, who will be taking the case to trial, 
suid he really has no choice but to keep the 
Toyota.

"You never know what kind of argument 
a defense attorney is going to make," 
Brnnchllower said. "I certainly don’t want 
to heap any more inconvenience on the 
owner, but It's important in a case like this 
that we preserve until after the trial every 
piece of evidence. We have no way of telling 
today what might develop as an issue 
tomorrow."

Also, Branchflower said, jurors might ask 
to see the cnr. "My duty is to err on the side 
of caution." •

In the face of death, the inconvenience of 
losing a car seems a small thing. But in the 
life of a real person, a young man who lives

P lo a s o  s o o  D ack P a g o , TALES




