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Alaska Federation of Natives 
1577 "C" Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Re: Amendments to Alaska Probate Code and Uniform Transfers to_

Minors Act.
Dear Larry:

Enclosed please find an interoffice memorandum from Alison Balen 
to Mark KrolofT discussing amendments which need to be made to the Alaska 
Probate Code and the Uniform Transfers to Minors Act ("UTMA"). UTMA, as 
you may or may not be aware, was passed in the last legislative session and went 
into effect on January 1, 1991. It replaces the former Uniform Gifts to Minors Act.

As I indicated to you on the telephone, while I do not necessarily 
agree with CIRI's interpretation of the current law in all respects, I do concur 
with their recommendations for change. One point, however, is worthy of note. 
In her memorandum, Alison discusses the potential problem arising from a 
hiatus in the transition provisions of UTMA which did not appear to cover 
transfers made during calendar year 1990. I'm not sure i f  Alison was working 
w ith an earlier version of the legislation or what, but my copy of the codified 
statute validates transfers which were made prior to December 31, 1990. Thus, 
the potential transition problems which she discusses in the latter port of her 
memorandum would appear not to exist.

As you are aware, Mark KrolofT and Alison Balen, on behalf of CIRI, 
myself on behalf of Koniag, and Sealaska are working on this matter. We w ill try 
and have some draft language to you by the beginning of March, as you suggested.

TC LE PM O N I 
(#071 * 7 8 - 3 3 0 0  

TCl CCORIEA 
10071 2 7 0 - 0 2 3 0



Mr. Larry Kimball 
February 15, 1991 
Page 2

Please let us know i f  any members of the AFN legislative committee have any 
questions or comments on any proposed legislation.

Enclosure
cc: Uwe Gross, w/o Enclosure

Mark KrolofF, w/o Enclosure 
Alison Balen, w/o Enclosure 
Chris McNeil, w/o Enclosure

Sincerely,
MIDDLETON, TIMME & McKAY

JRL:ef



O R !  C O O K  I N L E T  R E G I O N ,  I N C  

I n t e r  -  O f f i c e  M e m o r a n d u m

T O : M a rk  W . K ro lo ff, V ice  President & Genera l Counsel

FR O M : A lison  Balen, A t to r n e y ^ ,

DATE : February 7 ,1 9 9 1  .

SUBJECT: Am endm en ts  to T itle  13

I. In tro d u c tio n .

T itle  13 o f the A laska Statutes inc ludes the Probate Code and rules gove rn ing  
guard iansh ips, trust adm in is tra tion , and transfers to m inors. Certa in Probate Code 
p rov is ions tna t address the transfer o f ANCSA stock were  set to  exp ire  on December 18, 
1991, to  co in c id e  w ith  the date that stock restric tions were o r ig in a lly  to  be lifted  under 
ANCSA. N o w  that s tock a lie nab ility  is no longe r tied to that date, am endm ent o f those 
Probate Code p rov is ions should be sought d u rin g  the cu rren t leg is la tive  session, before 
the p rov is ions exp ire .

If the Probate Code provis ions are to go before the leg is la ture, cons ide ra tion  shou ld be 
g iven to w he the r am endm ent o f any o the r sections o f T it le  13 should also be sought. • 
The o the r section o f T itle  13 w h ich  poses p a rtic u la r p rob lem s fo r transfer o f ANCSA 
stock is the new  A laska U n ifo rm  Transfers to M ino rs  A c t (AU TM A ); w e  can foresee, and 
in some cases are a lready experiencing, p rob lem s aris ing from  the app lica tio n  o f 
A U T M A  p rov is ions to  ou r procedure fo r estab lish ing and adm in is te ring  custodianships o f 
stock fo r m inors.

An ou tlin e  o f proposed revisions fo llow s.

II. The Probate Code .

A . Corpora te adm in is tra tion  o f stock p roba te  (AS 13 .16 .705 ). Th is Is the 
fundam en ta l p rov is ion  fo r the co rpo ra tions ' adm in is tra tion  o f ANCSA stock transfers 
outside o f proba te . U nde r this section, ANCSA stock is no t sub jec t to probate, and its 
va lue is no t considered in de te rm in ing  the va lue  o f an estate, un til D ecem ber 18, 1991. 
L ikew ise, A laska is made the situs o f ANCSA stock, bu t on ly  u n til D ecem ber 18, 1991. I 
be lieve the e ther corpora tions are genera lly aware o f the exp ira tion  o f these prov is ions 
and the p re va iling  fee ling  appears to be tha t they shou ld be extended n ow  that 
Decem ber 18, 1991 is no longer the triggering date fo r lift in g  o f s tock restric tions.

The biggest issue raised by AS 13.16.705 is, o f course, w he the r ANCSA stock should 
con tin ue  to pass ou ts ide o f probate unde r adm in is tra tio n  by the ANCSA co rpo ra tion  
that issued it. W e conc lude  that it shou ld , fo r a ll o f the fo llo w in g  reasons: (1) to save
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shareholders the time and money required in probate cou rt proceedings; (2) since many 
peop le w i l l  s im p ly  not use the probate process, to prevent issues that w ou ld  otherw ise 
arise when a co rpo ra tion  is called upon to transfer stock that has no t been probated in 
the courts; (3) to p ro tect the restricted ownersh ip  o f the co rpo ra tions by ensuring tha t 
the stock passes accord ing to the testator's wishes o r the app licab le  rules o f intestacy; 
and (4) to  ensure that sensitiv ity is given to such Native issues as cu ltu ra l adop tion .

In add ition , since va lua tion problems remain so long as the stock is restricted, the 
Probate Code provis ion fo r om itting  the value o f ANCSA stock from  the va lue o f an 
estate s h o u ld  be extended beyond December 18, 1991. That p rov is ion  shou ld app ly to 
an ANCSA co rpo ra tion  fo r so long as its stock remains restricted from  sale.

The situs o f ANCSA stock Is im portan t in  tha t the Probate Code genera lly  covers the
property o f nonresidents o n ly  if  it is located in A laska. AS 13.06.060(2). Thus, in  most .
cases, tne Stock o f a nonresident shareholder w ou ld  no t be sub ject to  Alaska law  w ith o u t
such a p ro v is io n . Am endm ent to con tinue the effect o f the situs prov is ion (at least fo r so
long as the s tock remains restricted) Is necessary,

F ina lly , w h ile  both v illage and regional corpora tions cu rren tly  probate the ir ow n stock, 
there m ay be some am b igu ity  under AS 13 .16 .705 regarding the v illage  co rpora tions ' 
au tho rity  to do  so. The statute should be amended to remove any such am b igu ity  and 
to expressly a llow  any ANCSA corpora tion , v illage  o r reg iona l, to  determ ine tne 
app rop ria te  d is tr ib u tio n  o f its own stock under the Probate Code.

R EC O M M EN O AT IO N :

Seek an am endm ent to AS 13.16.705  that w o u ld  extend the dead line o f Decem ber 
18, 1991, by p rov id ing  that that section applies to a pa rticu la r ANCSA corpo ra tion  so 
long as its s tock remains restricted from sale. (O nce restrictions are lifted fo r a pa rticu la r 
co rpo ra tion 's  stock, AS 13.16.705 w ou ld  no longer apply.) The probate, va lua tion , and 
situs issues are thereby resolved, in add ition , amend the statute to p rov ide  that a il  
ANCSA co rpo ra tions w ill probate the ir ow n stock, so long as that stock remains f
res tric ted . L

W e know  tha t some o f the other corporations cu rren tly  have attorneys w o rk ing  on 
amendments to  sections o f T itle  13. In o rder to  save tim e and money, and to  present a 
un ited  fro n t to the legislature, we should suggest that those attorneys be instructed to 
coord ina te  the ir efforts and come up w ith  draft leg is la tion on w h ich  the corpora tions can 
genera lly agree.

B. Intestate share of surviving spouse (AS 1 3.11.0121. This provision of the Probate I
Code governs the intestate share of a surv iv ing spouse in ANCSA stock. A surviving 
spouse's share of any other type of property, if there are surviving parents or surviving 
issue, is the first 550,000 of the estate plus one-half of the balance (or simply one-half of 
the estate if there are surviving issue that are not issue of the spouse). AS 13.11.010. For
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A N C S A  s to c k ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  s u r v iv in g  s p o u s e 's  s h a re  u n t i l  D e c e m b e r  1 8 , 1 9 9 1  is  a l l  th e  
s to c k  i f  th e r e  a re  n o  s u r v iv in g  is s u e , o r  o n e - h a l f  o f  th e  s to c k  i f  th e r e  a re . A S  1 3 . 1 1 . 0 1 2 .

T h u s , A N C S A  s to c k  is t r e a te d  u n iq u e ly  in  t w o  w a y s :  (1 ) th e  s p o u s e 's  s h a re  Is n o t  d i lu t e d
b y  th e  s u r v iv a l  o f  p a r e n ts ;  a n d  (2 ) th e  s p o u s e  g e ts  a s t r a ig h t  o n e - h a l f  r a th e r  th a n  a  c e r t a in  
a m o u n t  o f f  th e  to p  a m  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  b a la n c e .  O n e  re a s o n  f o r  th is  u n iq u e  t r e a tm e n t  Is 
n o  d o u b t  th e  v a lu a t io n  d i f f i c u l t ie s  in h e r e n t  w i t h  A N C S A  s to c k .  W e  th e r e fo r e  
r e c o m m e n d  th a t  th e  d e a d l in e  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 8  in  th is  p r o v is io n  o f  th e  P ro b a te  C o d e  
a ls o  b e  e x te n d e d ,  s o  th a t  i t  r e m a in s  in  e f f e c t  s o  lo n g  as th e  s to c k  o f  th e  p a r t i c u la r  is s u in g  
c o r p o r a t io n  r e m a in s  r e s t r ic t e d .

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N :

S e e k  a n  a m e n d m e n t  to  A S  13.11.012 t h a t  w o u l d  p r o v id e  t h a t  i t  a p p l ie s  t o  th e  s to c k  o f  a  
p a r t ic u la r  c o r p o r a t io n  so  lo n g  as th e  s t o c k  is  r e s t r ic t e d  f r o m  s a le .

T h e  A la s k a  U n i f o r m  T ra n s fe rs  t o  M in o r s  A c t .

A .  G e n e r a l l y . T h e  A U T M A  p r o v id e s  f o r  t h e  c r e a t io n  a n d  t r a n s fe r  o f  c u s to d ia l  
p r o p e r t y  b o t h  t h r o u g h  g i f t s  m a d e  d u r in g  th e  d o n o r 's  l i f e t im e  a n d  t h r o u g h  t r a n s fe rs  m a d e  
u p o n  th e  d o n o r 's  d e a th .  A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A U T M A  to  in t e r  v iv o s  g i f t s  o f  A N C S A  s t o c k  is  
f a i r ly  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d .  H o w e v e r ,  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A U T M A  to  A N C S A  s to c k  t r a n s fe rs  
p re s e n ts  s e v e ra l d i f f i c u l t ie s  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  t h a t  s ta tu te  w a s  n o t  d r a f te d  w i t h  th e  u n iq u e  
c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  A N C S A  s t o c k  in  m in d .

T h e  A U T M A  c o n ta in s  a s e c t io n  o n  t r a n s f e r  o f  c u s t o d ia l  p r o p e r t y  u n d e r  a p r o v is io n  o f  a 
w i l l  o r  t r u s t  (AS  1 3 .4 6 .0 4 0 ) ,  a n d  a  s e c t io n  o n  t r a n s fe r s  in  th e  e v e n t  o f  in te s ta c y  (A S  
1 3 .4 6 .0 S Q ) .  A l t h o u g h  i t  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a n  A N C S A  c o r p o r a t io n  w o u ld  b e  
o p e r a t in g  u n d e r  o n e  o f  th e s e  tw o  p r o v is io n s  w h e n  i t  p r o b a te s  s to c k ,  th o s e  p r o v is io n s  
b o th  a p p ly  o n ly  to  tr a n s fe rs  b y  a  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o r  t r u s te e . T h e re  is a n  a m b ig u i t y  
a s  to  w h e t h e r  a n  A N C S A  c o r p o r a t io n  t e c h n i c a l l y  q u a l i f ie s  as  e i t h e r  a  p e r s o n a l 
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o r  t r u s te e  w h e n  i t  t r a n s fe r s  s t o c k  o n  th e  d e a th  o f  a s h a r e h o ld e r .

A n o th e r  s e c t io n  o f  th e  A U T M A  a p p l ie s  t o  th e  is s u a n c e  o f  s to c k  in  a n  A N C S A  
c o r p o r a t i o n ;  i t  p r o v id e s  t h a t  s t o c k  “ t h a t  a  m in o r  is  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e iv e  u n d e r  [A N C S A ]  
s h a l l  b e  is s u e d  b y  th e  c o r p o r a t io n  t o  a c u s t o d i a n /  a n d  th e n  r e q u ir e s  th a t  th e  c u s to d ia n  
b e  d e t e r m in e d  a c c o r d in g  to  a s t r ic t  o r d e r  o f  p r i o r i t y .  A S  1 3 . 4 6 . 0 8 5 .  T h a t  s e c t io n  is  a n  
a lm o s t  v e r b a t im  v e r s io n  o f  th e  p r o v is io n  f o r  A N C S A  s to c k  f o u n d  in  th e  o ld  A U G M A  
(A la s k a  U n i f o r m  G if t s  to  M in o r s  A c t ) ,  a n d  C IR I b e l ie v e s  th a t  i t  a p p l ie s  o n ly  to  th e  o r ig in a l  
is s u a n c e  o f  s to c k  b y  th e  c o r p o r a t io n  a n d  n o t  t o  s u b s e q u e n t  t r a n s fe rs  b y  a s h a r e h o ld e r .

T h u s , th e r e  is o n ly  o n e  s e c t io n  o f  th e  A U T M A  t h a t  s q u a r e ly  a p p l ie s  to  a c o r p o r a t io n  
h a n d lin g  a s u b s e q u e n t  t r a n s fe r  o f  s t o c k  t o  a m in o r :  th e  s e c t io n  p r o v id in g  f o r  t r a n s fe rs  b y  
th ir d  o a rty  o b lig o rs . A S  1 3 . ^ 6 . 0 6 0 .  T h is  s e c t io n  a p p l ie s ,  ‘ o r  in s ta n c e ,  to  a b a n k  h o ld in g  a 
jo in t  wCcourv. o ’" w h ic h  th e  m in o r  is th e  s u r v i v in g  p a y e e , o ( a n  in s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y
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h o ld in g  p o l i c y  p r o c e e d s  p a y a b le  to  a  m in o r .  S ee  U n i f o r m  L a w s  A n n o t a t e d ,  M o d e l  
U n i f o r m  T ra n s fe r s  to  M in o r s  A c t ,  p .  2 5 6 .  I t  a u th o r iz e s  s u c h  a t h i r d  p a r t y  to  d e l i v e r  th e  
p r o p e r t y  to  a n y  c u s to d ia n  a l r e a d y  a p p o in t e d  fo r  th e  m in o r  o r ,  in  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  s u c h  a n  
a p p o in tm e n t ,  to  a n  a d u l t  m e m b e r  o f  th e  m in o r 's  f a m i l y  o r  a t r u s t  c o m p a n y  u n le s s  th e  
p r o p e r t y  e x c e e d s  $ 5 . 0 0 0  in  v a lu e . B e c a u s e  i t  ra is e s  a v a lu a t io n  q u e s t io n ,  e v e n  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h is  s e c t io n  to  A N C S A  s to c k  is  p r o b le m a t ic .

C le a r ly ,  n o n e  o f  th e  A U T M A  p r o v is io n s  w a s  d r a f te d  e x p re s s ly  to  d e a l w i t h  s u b s e q u e n t  
t r a n s fe rs  o f  A N C S A  s to c k .  R a th e r  th a n  t r y in g  to  m a k e  o n e  o f  th e  g e n e ra l p r o v is io n s  f i t  
th e  u n iq u e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f  a n  A N C S A  c o r p o r a t io n ,  w e  p r o p o s e  a m e n d in g  th e  ‘'N a t iv e  
c o r p o r a t io n "  s e c t io n  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  in  th e  A U T M A  s o  th a t  i t  e x p r e s s ly  a p p l ie s  to  
s u b s e q u e n t  t r a n s fe r s  o f  s u c k  r a th e r  th a n  j u s t  to  th e  o r ig in a l  is s u a n c e  o f  s t o c k .

8 . P ro p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  o f  th e  A U T M A  s e c t io n  o n  A N C S A  s t o c k . A n y  n e w  s e c t io n  
o f  th e  A U T M A  f o r  N a t iv e  c o r p o r a t io n s  s h o u ld  b e  d r a f te d  to  r e s o lv e  th r e e  p o t e n t ia l  
p r o b le m s  th a t  e x is t  u n d e r  th e  A U T M A  as i t  s ta n d s  n o w :  (1 ) th e  t im e  f o r  t e r m in a t io n  o f  
c u s to d ia n s h ip s  m a y  d i f f e r  d e p e n d in g  o n  h o w  a n d  w h e n  th o s e  c u s to d ia n s h ip s  w e r e  
e s ta b l is h e d ,  c r e a t in g  a  r e c o r d - k e e p in g  n ig h tm a r e  f o r  th e  c o r p o r a t io n s ;  (2 )  th e  A U T M A  
s e c t io n  th a t  n o w  a p p l ie s  to  A N C S A  s to c k  t r a n s fe r s  b y  a  c o r p o r a t io n  d o e s  n o t  e s ta b l is h  a n  
o r d e r  o f  p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t io n  t o  f o l l o w  i f  n o  c u s to d ia n  h a s  b e e n  a p p o in te d  b y  w i l l  
( i t  s im p ly  r e q u i r e s  t r a n s fe r  to  " a n y  a d u l t  m e m b e r  o f  th e  m in o r 's  f a m i ly " ) ;  a n d  (3 ) th e  e f fe c t  
o f  th e  A U T M A  o n  c u s to d ia n s h ip s  e s ta b l is h e d  d u r in g  1 9 9 0  is u n c le a r .  E a c h  o f  th e s e  is s u e s  
is  d is c u s s e d  b e lo w .

U n d e r  th e  A U T M A ,  c u s to d ia n s h ip s  c r e a te d  b y  g i f t  o r  w i l l  te rm in a te  a t  a g e  2 1 ,  w h i l e  
th o s e  c r e a te d  in  th e  e v e n t  o f  in te s ta c y  o r  u p o n  t r a n s fe rs  b y  t h i r d  p a r t y  o b l ig o r s  t e r m in a t e  
a t a g e  1 8 . A S  1 3 . 4 6 . 1 9 0 .  S o  lo n g  as a n y  a m b ig u i t y  e x is ts  r e g a r d in g  w n i c h  s e c t io n  o f  th e  
A U T M A  a p p l ie s  to  t r a n s fe r s  b y  A N C S A  c o r p o r a t io n s  u p o n  th e  d e a th  o f  a s h a r e h o ld e r ,  
th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  r e m a in s  th a t  a c o r p o r a t io n  c o u ld  h a v e  s o m e  c u s to d ia n s h ip s  th a t  t e r m in a t e  
a t a g e  1 8  a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  t e rm in a te  a t a g e  2 1 .  T w o  a d d i t i o n a l  p o in t s  f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e  
th e  d e t e r m in a t io n  o f  w h e n  a  c u s to d ia n s h ip  te rm in a te s :  T e s ta to rs  c a n  ( w i t h i n  l im i t s  
im p o s e d  b y  th e  A U T M A )  se t t h e i r  o w n  t im e  f o r  t e r m in a t io n  o f  a  c u s t o d ia n s h ip  (A S  
1 3 .4 6 . 1 9 5 ) ;  a n d  th e  A U T M A  m a y  a p p ly  to  e x te n d  o r  c u t  s h o r t  th e  d u r a t io n  o f  a  
c u s to d ia n s h ip  a l r e a d y  in  e x is te n c e .1 In  o r d e r  to  s im p l i f y  p r o c e d u r e ,  th e r e fo r e ,  w e  
r e c o m m e n d  th a t  a n y  a m e n d m e n t  p r o v id e  th a t  a l l  c u s to d ia n s h ip s  o f  A N C S A  s t o c k  
te rm in a te  a t a g e  1 8 , a n d  th a t  th e  p r o v is io n  a l l o w in g  t r a n s fe r o r s  to  s e t a  d i f f e r e n t  t im e  o f  
t e r m in a t io n  d o e s  n o t  a p p ly  to  A N C S A  s to c k  c u s to d ia n s h ip s .  S in c e  o u r  e x is t in g  
c u s to d ia n s h ip s  a re  se t u p  to  te rm in a te  a t a g e  1 8 ,  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e t h e r  th e  A U T M A  c a n  
e x te n d  o r  s h o r te n  th e  p e r io d  w i l l  th e n  n o t  a r is e . ( I f  i t  s h o u ld  b e c o m e  a n  is s u e , h o w e v e r ,  
th e  a m e n d m e n t  c o u ld  p r o v id e  th a t  th e  A U T M A  v / l l  n o t  3 p p iy  to  c h a n g e  th e  d u r a t io n  o f

1 The AUT.MA p ro v ide s  th s : i'. canno t extend the d u ra tio n  o f a cus ’od i'ansh lp  In ex is tence  on  January 1, 
1990 . The sa n e  ru le , h o w e ve r, does no t a p p ly  to  cus tod iansh ip s  crea ted a fter January 1. 1590 , but 
be io re  the A 'J T m A 's  e ffe c tive  date o t January 1, 1991 . In a d d it io n , it tO u ld  p ic s um ab ly  a p p ly  to  sh o rte n  
the Curit'C !*. o f i  CUS tcd 'ansh i-j.
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M e m o  to  M a r k  W .  K r o lo f f  
R e : A m e n d m e n t s  to  T i t l e  13 
F e b r u a r y  7 , 1 9 9 1  
P a g e  5

a n y  A N C S A  s to c k  c u s to d ia n s h ip  In  e x is te n c e  o n  J a n u a ry  1 , 1 9 9 1 ,  w h e n  th e  A U T M A  
b e c a m e  e f f e c t iv e . )

S in c e  th e  “ N a t iv e  c o r p o r a t io n "  s e c t io n  o f  th e  A U T M A  (A S  1 3 . 4 6 . 0 8 5 )  c u r r e n t ly  se ts  o u t  
a n  o r d e r  o f  p r i o r i t y  th a t  p r o v id e s  s t r ic t  g u id a n c e  t o  th e  c o r p o r a t io n s  in  a p p o in t in g  a  
c u s to d ia n  u p o n  th e  o r ig in a l  is s u a n c e  o f  s t o c k ,  t h a t  o r d e r  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  to  a p p ly  to  
s u b s e q u e n t  t r a n s fe rs  o f  s to c k  as  w e l l .  T h u s ,  i f  a  s h a r e h o ld e r  d i d  n o t  a p p o in t  a c u s to d ia n  in  
h is  o r  n e r  w i l l  th e  c o r p o r a t io n  w i l l  a p p o in t  ( in  th e  f o l l o w in g  o r d e r ) :  th e  le g a l g u a r d ia n  o f  
th e  m in o r ,  i f  a n y ;  (2 ) a p a r e n t  o f  th e  m in o r ,  as s e le c te d  b y  th e  p a r e n ts ;  o r  (3 ) a n  a d u l t  
m e m b e r  o f  th e  m in o r 's  f a m i l y  (as d e f in e d  b y  s ta tu te ) .  H o w e v e r ,  I f  a  s h a r e h o ld e r  
n o m in a t e s  th e  c u s to d ia n  b y  w i l l ,  th e  c o r p o r a t io n  s h o u ld  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  h o n o r  t h a t  
n o m in a t io n .

T h e  A U T M A  se ts  o u t  th e  f o l l o w in g  ru le s  f o r  d e t e r m in in g  w h e n  i t  ta k e s  e f fe c t  a n d  h o w  I t  
a p p l ie s  to  e x is t in g  c u s to d ia n s h ip s :

(1 ) T h e  A U T M A  ta k e s  e f fe c t ,  b y  its  o w n  te rm s ,  o n  J a n u a r y  1 , 1 9 9 1 .

(2 ) T h e  A U T M A  “ a p p l ie s  t o u t r a n s fe r s  “ w i t h i n  ( i ts ]  s c o p e "  m a d e  a f te r  
D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  s o  lo n g  as th e  t r a n s f e r  e i t h e r  p u r p o r t s  to  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  u n d e r  
th e  o ld  la w  ( th e  A U C M A )  o r  th e  s im i la r  l a w  o f  a n o th e r  s ta te .  1 3 . 4 6 . 2 0 0 2,

(3 ) T h e  A U T M A  " v a l id a te s "  t r a n s fe r s  o f  c u s t o d ia l  p r o p e r t y  as  d e f in e d  in  th e  
A U T M A  m a d e  b e fo r e  J a n u a ry  1 , 1 9 9 0 ,  e v e n  i f  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r iz e d  b y  th e  o ld  la w .  
1 3 . 4 6 , 2 1 0 .

(4 ) T h e  A U T M A  a p p l ie s  to  a l l  t r a n s fe r s  m a d e  b e f o r e  J a n u a ry  1 , 1 9 9 0  th a t  w e r e  
a u t h o r iz e d  b y  th e  A U C M A  u n le s s  its  a p p l i c a t i o n  im p a i r s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  v e s te d  r ig h ts  o r  
e x te n d s  th e  d u r a t io n  o f  c u s to d ia n s h ip s  in  e x is te n c e  o n  J a n u a r y  1 , 1 9 9 0 . 1 3 . 4 6 . 2 1 0 .

S o r t in g  t h r o u g h  th e  e x a c t  e f fe c t  o f  th e  A U T M A  o n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c u s to d ia n s h ip  m a y  b e  
d i f f i c u l t .  I t  a p p e a r s  th a t u n d e r  th e  ru le s  s e t o u t  a b o v e ,  th e  A U T M A  ( in c lu d in g  its  
d u r a t io n a l  p r o v is io n s )  w i l l  a p p ly  to  c u s t o d ia l  t r a n s fe rs  to  a n  h e i r  o r  d e v is e e  in  1 9 9 0  as lo n g  
as t h e y  a re  g e n e r a l ly  " w i t h in  its  s c o p e " ;  h o w e v e r ,  th o s e  t r a n s fe r s  a re  n o t  e x p re s s ly  
" v a i id a r e d . "  T h e  A U T M A  w i l l  a ls o  a p p ly  t o  p r e - 1 9 9 0  t r a n s fe r s ,  a n d  th o s e  tr a n s fe rs  a re  
v a l id a t e d ,  e x c e p t  th a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  a p p ly  t o  e x t e n d  th e  d u r a t io n  o f  a c u s to d ia n s h ip .

W hen  A laska  adop ted  th is  p ro v is ion  o f the M ode l U n ifo rm  Transfers to  M in o rs  A c t, the  date was changed 
e ith e r in te n tio n a lly  o r a cc id en ta lly . The M ode l A c t's  ve rs io n  o f th is  sec tion  p ro v ides  tha t the A c : app lie s to 
transfers m ade  pu rsuan t to the A U C M A  (the o ld  law ) a fte r the  A c t's  e ffe c tiv e  date, and was in te nded  to  
cu re  the p ro b le m  th a t m ig h t arise i f  a fter the A U T M A  becam e  la w  som eone In adve rte n tly  c ited  the  A U C M A  
ra the r th a n  the  A U T M A . A laska 's ve rs ion , h ow e ve r, p ro v id e s  tha t th e  A U T M A  a pp lie s  to transfe rs 
p u rp o rte d ly  made u nd e r the A U C M A  w ith in  the year be fo re  the A U T M A  becam e e ffe c tive . S im ila r ly , the 
M ode l A c t va lida tes a ll transfers made p r io r to  its e ffe c tiv e  da te  i f  th e  trans fe r fa lls w ith in  the te rm s o f the 
A ct, w h ile  A la ska 's  ve rs io n  prov ides that all transfe rs m ade p r io r  to  January 1, 'i 9 90  (One yea r be fo re  the 
e ffe c tive  da te) arc v a lid a te d . The resu lt is to c 'e a ie  3 c u r io u s  w in d o w  fo r transfers m ace w ltn m  1990 , s nce 
none  o f  those transfers is va lid a ted .
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I t  m a y  b e  t h a t  th e  e x a c t  e f fe c t  o f  th e  A U T M A  o n  a p a r t i c u la r  p r e - 1 9 9 1  c u s to d ia n s h ip  w i l l  
n o t  o f t e n  b e c o m e  a n  is s u e , p a r t i c u la r l y  s in c e  th e  A U T M A  i t s e l f  p r o v id e s  th a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  
a p p ly  to  e x t e n d  th e  d u r a t io n  o f  a n  e x is t in g  c u s t o d ia n s h ip .

H o w e v e r ,  i f  a n  A U T M A  a m e n d m e n t  w e r e  to  (1 )  v a l id a t e  t r a n s fe r s  o f  c u s t o d ia l  p r o p e r t y  as 
d e f in e d  in  th e  A U T M A  m a d e  d u r in g  1 9 9 0 ,  a n d  (2 )  m a k e  a l l  A N C S A  s to c k  
c u s to d ia n s h ip s  t e rm in a te  a t  a g e  1 8 , a n y  p o t e n t ia l  p r o b le m s  c a u s e d  b y  th e  in t e r p la y  
b e tw e e n  th e  e f f e c t i v e  d a te  a n d  th e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  /  v a l i d a t i o n  d a te s  o f  th e  A U T M A  w i l l  b e  
g r e a t l y  d im in is h e d .

C . S u m m a r y . T h e  A U T M A  c o n ta in s  s e v e ra l a m b ig u i t ie s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  
e s t a b l is h m e n t  b v  A N C S A  c o r p o r a t io n s  o f  s t o c k  c u s to d ia n s h ip s .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  p r o b le m s  
a r is e  r e g a r d in g  n o w  to  d e t e r m in e  w h e n  a c u s t o d ia n s h ip  h a s  t e r m in a t e d  a n d  th e r e fo r e  
w h e n  s to c k  s h o u ld  b e  t r a n s fe r r e d  f r o m  th e  c u s t o d ia n  to  th e  m in o r ,  a n d  r e g a r d in g  w h o  a 
c o r p o r a t io n  s h o u ld  a p p o in t  as c u s to d ia n .  T h e  c u r r e n t  A U T M A  s e c t io n  o n  N a t iv e  
c o r p o r a t io n s  s h o u ld  b e  e x p a n d e d  to  r e s o lv e  th e  a m b ig u i t ie s  a n d  p r o v id e  s p e c i f i c  ru le s  
f o r  A N C S A  s t o c k  c u s to d ia n s h ip .

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N :

S e e k  a n  a m e n d m e n t  to  A S  1 3 .4 6 . 0 8 5  ( th e  s e c t io n  o f  th e  A U T M A  g o v e r n in g  N a t iv e  
c o r p o r a t io n s )  s o  t h a t  i t  e x p r e s s ly  a p p l ie s  to  s u b s e q u e n t  t r a n s fe r s  o f  A N C S A  s to c k .  A d d  
s e v e ra l r u le s  o f  s p e c ia l  a p p l i c a t io n  to  N a t iv e  c o r p o r a t io n s :  (1 ) a  c o r p o r a t io n  m a y  t r a n s fe r  
th e  s to c k  to  a  c u s to d ia n  w i t h o u t  r e g a rd  to  v a lu a r : o n  o f  th e  s t o c k ;  (2 )  th e  t r a n s fe r  m u s t b e  
to  th e  c u s t o d ia n  n o m in a t e d  b y  th e  s h a r e h o ld e r ,  i f  a n y ,  a n d  o t h e r w is e  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  
s t a tu to r y  o r d e r  o f  p r i o r i t y ;  (3 )  a l l  c u s to d ia n s h ip s  o f  A N C S A  s t o c k  t e r m in a t e  w h e n  th e  
m in o r  tu r n s  1 8 ( a n d  a  te s ta to r  o r  o t h e r  t r a n s fe r o r  c a n n o t  p r o v id e  o t h e r w is e ) ;  a n d  (4 )  a ll 
t r a n s fe r s  o f  c u s t o d ia l  p r o p e r t y ,  as d e f in e d  in .  th e  A U T M A ,  m a d e  d u r in g  1 9 9 0 ,  a re  
v a l id a t e d  b y  th e  A U T M A .



a r c t ic  i l o p e  
r e g io n a l  c o r p .

M a r c h  12, 1 9 9 1

L a r r y  K i m b a l l

A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  of N a t i v e s  

157 7 C S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  1 0 0  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  Mr. K i m b a l l :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  to d i s c u s s  w i t h  m e  n e c e s s a r y  
a m e n d m e n t s  to A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  1 3 . 1 1 . 0 1 2  ( g o v e r n i n g  th e  i n t e s t a t e  
s h a r e  o f  a s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  in A N C S A  s t o c k ) ,  a n d  1 3 . 1 6 . 7 0 5  

( e x c l u d i n g  A N C S A  s t o c k  f r o m  p r o b a t e  an d  e x e m p t i n g  its v a l u e  in t h e  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of a d e c e a s e d  s h a r e h o l d e r ' s  e s t a t e  o r  a l l o w a n c e ) .

A r c t i c  S l o p e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  (ASRC) h a s  n o t  u n d e r t a k e n  an 

e x h a u s t i v e  r e v i e w  of th e A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  to se e w h i c h  o t h e r  
s e c t i o n s  r e q u i r e  a m e n d m e n t  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  l e g i s l a t u r e .  We 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  of N a t i v e s  (A F N ) h a s  t a k e n  t h e  
l e a d  in a s s e s s i n g  w h i c h  a m e n d m e n t s  ar e d e s i r a b l e ,  an d  e n c l o s e  
s u g g e s t e d  l a n g u a g e  to d e a l  w i t h  th e t w o  a b o v e - r e f e r e n c e d  s t a t u t e s .  
T he a m e n d m e n t s  a r e  p r e t t y  s t r a i g h t  f o r w a r d ,  e l i m i n a t i n g  o n l y  t h e  

r e f e r e n c e s  to D e c e m b e r  18, 1991.

I h a d  r e q u e s t e d ,  by  t e l e p h o n e ,  t h a t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t s  h e r e t o f o r e  

o f f e r e d  be  s e n t  b y  t e l e f a x  so I c o u l d  c o m p a r e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  
h o p e f u l l y  n o t  d u p l i c a t e  e f f o r t s .  S i n c e  no i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  

r e c e i v e d ,  I a s s u m e  it is n o t  e x t a n t .

P l e a s e  c a l l  m e if y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .

Y q u r s  t r u l y ,

_ -7 /  • ' / //

E t h e l  A . P .  M c D e r m o t t  

P a r a l e g a l

E n c l o s u r e s



A m e n d m e n t  to A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  1 3 . 1 6 . 7 0 5 .

SEC. 1 3 . 1 6 . 7 0 5 .  I n h e r i t a n c e  of c e r t a i n  s t o c k .  (a) U n t i l  t h e  d a t e  

on w h i c h  a l l  of t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  s h a r e s  of S e t t l e m e n t  C o m m o n  o r  

o t h e r  i n a l i e n a b l e  s t o c k  of a c o r p o r a t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  t h e  l a w s  
of A l a s k a  u n d e r  43 U . S . C .  1 6 0 1  - 1 6 2 8  ( A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s
S e t t l e m e n t  A c t ) ,  as a m e n d e d ,  ar e  c a n c e l l e d  a n d  s h a r e s  of a l i e n a b l e  
s t o c k  a r e  i s s u e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  
S e t t l e m e n t  A c t ,  as, a m e n d e d ,  n o  s t o c k  is s u b j e c t  to p r o b a t e  n o r  
s h a l l  it s v a l u e  be c o n s i d e r e d  in d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  v a l u e  of an e s t a t e  
or  a l l o w a n c e  u n d e r  t h i s  t i t l e .

(b) U p o n  t h e  d e a t h  of t h e  h o l d e r ,  if t h e  s t o c k  d o e s  n o t  p a s s  b y  t h e  

t e s t a m e n t a r y  d i s p o s i t i o n  c l a u s e  o n  t h e  s t o c k  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  p r o p e r l y  
e x e c u t e d ,  it p a s s e s  b y  w i l l  o r  i n t e s t a t e  s u c c e s s i o n .  In s u c h  a 

c a s e ,  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  p e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  to the s t o c k  s h a l l  
be m a d e  b y  t he  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n  o n  the b a s i s  of an 
a f f i d a v i t ,  f u r n i s h e d  t o  it a n d  t o  the c o r p o r a t i o n  w h i c h  i s s u e d  t h e  

s t o c k ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  p e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  to t h e  s t o c k  to 
r e c e i v e  i t  a n d  to h a v e  a n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  i s s u e d .  T he  a f f i d a v i t ,  

a c c e p t e d  in g o o d  f a i t h  b y  a c o r p o r a t i o n ,  h a s  t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t  as an 
a f f i d a v i t  u n d e r  AS 1 3 . 1 6 . 6 8 5 ,  a n d  t he  p e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  to the s t o c k ,  
if t h e  a f f i d a v i t  is n o t  a c c e p t e d ,  h a s  t h e  r e m e d y  se t  o u t  in AS 
1 3 . 1 6 . 6 8 5 .  I n c a s e  of d i s p u t e  a s  to t h e  p e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  
t he  s t o c k ,  a p e r s o n  c l a i m i n g  o w n e r s h i p  m a y  b r i n g  an i n d e p e n d e n t  
a c t i o n  in t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t .

(c) U n l e s s  a s e p a r a t e  f o r m  is p r o v i d e d  w h i c h  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s a t i f i e s  
the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  a n d  w h i c h  is d i s t r i b u t e d  to th e 

s a m e  e x t e n t  a s  th e s t o c k  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  e a c h  c e r t i f i c a t e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
s t o c k  in a c o r p o r a t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  4 3  U . S . C .  1601 - 1628 , as 
a m e n d e d ,  s h a l l  b e a r  p r o v i s i o n s ,  on i ts  r e v e r s e  side, c o n t a i n i n g  
b l a n k s  to be f i l l e d  in b y  t h e  o w n e r ,  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a l a s t  w i l l  a n d  
t e s t a m e n t  f o r  th e p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  43  U . S . C .  1 6 0 6 ( h )  

i n s o f a r  as th e  s h a r e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h a t  c e r t i f i c a t e  ar e  c o n c e r n e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  i ts  i n a l i e n a b i l i t y .  A c l a u s e  m a y  be s i g n e d  b y  
the o w n e r ,  d a t e d  a n d  n o t a r i z e d .  T h i s  t e s t a m e n t a r y  d i s p o s i t i o n  m a y  
be  c h a n g e d  f r o m  t i m e  to t i m e  o r  r e v o k e d ,  a n d  it g o v e r n s  u n l e s s  
t h e r e  is a s u b s e q u e n t l y  e x e c u t e d  f o r m a l  w i l l  m a k i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  the s to ck .

(d) w h e n  o w n e r s h i p  of s h a r e s  p a s s e s  b y  d e v i s e  o r  i n h e r i t a n c e  or as 
a r e s u l t  o f  c o u r t  a c t i o n ,  t h e  s h a r e s  s h a l l  be p a r t i t i o n e d  i n s o f a r  

as p r a c t i c a b l e ,  in w h o l e  s h a r e s  a m o n g  t h o s e  e n t i t l e d  to them.



(e) If a d e c e a s e d  s h a r e h o l d e r  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  d i s p o s e  of th e  s t o c k  b y  

w i l l  a n d  h a s  n o  h e i r s  u n d e r  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  l a w s  of i n t e s t a c y ,  th e  
s h a r e s  e s c h e a t  to the c o r p o r a t i o n .

(f) T h e  s i t u s  of i n a l i e n a b l e  s t o c k  of a l l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  o r g a n i z e d  

u n d e r  43 U . S . C .  1601 - 1 6 2 8  as a m e n d e d ,  is  A l a s k a .

(g) W h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  t e r m s  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  h a v e  t h e  m e a n i n g s  
g i v e n  in A S 1 3 . 0 6 . 0 5 0 .  In  t h i s  s e c t i o n  " s t o c k "  i n c l u d e s  m e m b e r s h i p  

in a c o r p o r a t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  AS 1 0 . 2 0  a n d  i n c h o a t e  r i g h t s  to 
stock.



A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  1 3 . 1 1 . 0 1 2 ,  a s  a m e n d e d :

SEC. 1 3 . 1 1 . 0 1 2  S h a r e  o f  t h e  S p o u s e  in c e r t a i n  s t o c k .  U n t i l  t h e  

d a t e  on w h i c h  a l l  of t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  s h a r e s  of i n a l i e n a b l e  
S e t t l e m e n t  C o m m o n  o r  a n y  o t h e r  i n a l i e n a b l e  s t o c k  of a c o r p o r a t i o n  

o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  t h e  l a w s  of A l a s k a  u n d e r  43 U . S . C .  16 01  - 16 28  

( A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act ) a r e  c a n c e l l e d  a n d  s h a r e s  of 
a l i e n a b l e  s t o c k  ar e  i s s u e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  u n d e r  
th e A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  as  a m e n d e d ,  the  i n t e s t a t e  
s h a r e  of th e s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  in s u c h  c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  s t o c k  is:
(1' I f  t h e r e  is no  s u r v i v i n g  i s s u e  all;

(2) If  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t  is s u r v i v e d  b y  i s s u e ,  o n e - h a l f  of it.



D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S
L E G IS L A T IV E  A F F A IR S  A G E N C Y  

S T A T E  O F  A LA SK A
P .O . B o x  Y, Ju n e a u ,  A la s k c i  9 9 8 1 1  

(9 0 7 )  4 6 5 -3 8 6 7  o r  4 6 5 -2 4 5 0  

F A X  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 -2 0 2 9

D e l i v e r ie s  to :  2 4 0  M a i n  S t re e t  

C o u r t  P la za , R o o m  5 0 0  

M a i l  S t o p  3 1 0 1

M E M O R A N D U M May 6, 1991

SUBJECT: Sectional summary of (Work Order No. 7-LS1267)

TO: Representative Eileen MacLean 
Attn: Rena

FROM:
. 1 ^Theresa L. Bannister >'1"' 

Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above described bill relating to the 
inheritance and transfer of Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) stock.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be 
considered an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best 
statement of its contents.

Section 1 identifies the ANCSA stock that is subject to the section. Updates the 
ANCSA citation.

Section 2 applies the subsection to ANCSA stock that is settlement common stock 
or other inalienable stock. Indicates that when the holder of the stock dies, the stock 
can pass by using the form authorized under (b) of the section, as well as by the 
testamentary disposition clause on the stock certificate. Identifies which corporation 
determines who is entitled to the stock. Authorizes the corporation to use an agent 
for this determination. Makes technical changes.

Section 3 makes technical changes to correspond to the changes made by other 
sections of the bill. Deletes "in a corporation organized under 43 U.S.C. 1601 -1628" 
because the definition of "stock" in sec. 6 of the bill already covers this. Deletes 
"during the period of its inalienability" because this requirement is established by sec. 
7 of the bill. Inserts "certificate, form, or" to reference the other documents that can 
be used to dispose of the stock.

Section 4 substitutes "stock" for "shares" in order to pull in the*definition of "stock" 
in sec. 6 of the bill.



R e p re s e n ta t iv e  E ileen  M a c L e a n
M ay  6, 1991
P a g e  2

Section 5 makes some technical changes. "Inalienable" and "of all corporations 
organized under 43 U.S.C. 1601 - 1628" are deleted because they are covered in the 
definition of "stock" in sec. 6 of the bill. Due to ANCSA amendments, the date is no 
longer applicable and is deleted.

Section 6 defines "stock" for the section.

Section 7 declares that AS 13.16.705 only applies to stock while it is inalienable.

Section 8 requires that a minor’s ANCSA stock or membership in an ANCSA 
corporation be held by a custodian. Updates the ANCSA citation. Makes other 
technical changes.

Section 9 authorizes a person transferring ANCSA stock to a minor to nominate a 
custodian for the minor’s stock. Indicates that if the transferor doesn’t nominate a 
custodian, the order of priority set out in the subsection is to be used to select a 
custodian. Makes a technical change in the definition of "member of the minor’s 
family" as it applies to the section.

Section 10 updates the citation for ANCSA. Defines a minor to be an individual 
under 18 years of age. Defines "stock" for the section.

Section 11 establishes that a minor’s stock is transferred to the minor when the minor 
reaches 18, or to the minor’s estate, or heirs, or their custodians, if the minor dies.

Section 12 repeals AS 13.46.085(d)(1).

Section 13 makes secs. 8 -12 of the Act retroactive to January 1, 1991, to the extent 
retroactivity is not prohibited by a constitutional provision.

Section 14 makes the Act effective immediately.

If I may be of further assistance, please advise.

TLB:gc 
91-25 l.glc



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
Representative Eileen Panigeo MacLean 
Co-Chair House Finance Committee 
P.O. Box 830 
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WHILE IN JUNEAU
Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811
465-4525
465-4833
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M E M O R A N D U M

Date: May 7, 1991

To: Representative Dave Donley, Chairman
House Judiciary Committee

From: Representative Eileen P. MacLean

This is to request a hearing in House Judiciary Committee for H13 
315, relating to the inheritance and transfer of stock in 
corporations organized under the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement. Act (ANSCA).

The bill has two primary goals: 1) to bring state statutes into
compliance with federal law relating to the alienability of Native 
Corporation stock; and, 2) to clarify that the termination date for 
custodianships is 18 years of age.

Under ANSCA, as originally enacted, all Native Corporation stock 
was inalienable. It could not be bought, sold, pledged, given as a 
gift or otherwise transferred, except upon death and in certain 
other very limited circumstances. The restrictions on alienation 
were to expire on December 18, 1991. However, in 1987,
Congress amended ANSCA to give Native Corporations the right to 
continue the restrictions on alienability of their stock indefinetly. 
Since the alienability restrictions will continue under federal law, 
state law must also be amended to provide for their continuation.

When originally enacted, ANSCA stock held by a minor was 
covered under the Uniform Gifts to Minors Act. In 1990, the 
Legislature replaced the Uniform Gift to Minors Act with the 
Uniform Transfers to Minors Act. However, certain changes 
made in the Uniform Transfers to Minor Act affected the



custodianship of ANSCA stock in ways which were not intended. 
One of the primary changes was the age at which the 
custodianship terminated. Under the old law, all custodianships 
terminated at age 18. Under the new law, the age at which a 
custodianship terminates depends on whether the stock was 
received by gift or inheritance and whether the age was specified 
for termination. This bill clarifies that custodianships terminate 
at age 18,.

If you have any questions, please contact Rena Bukovich of my 
staff at 465-4525.

attachment



Rep. E ileen P. MacLean 
4/9/92

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

CSHB 315 (Judiciary!

The purpose of House Bill 315 is to bring state statutes into 
compliance with federal law relating to the alienability of Native 
Corporation stock; and, to correct unforeseen difficulties arising 
from the Uniform Transfers to Minors Act, enacted by the 
Legislature in 1990 to replace the Uniform Gifts to Minors Act.

Under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA), as 
originally enacted, all Native Corporation stock was inalienable. 
It could not be bought, sold, pledged, given as a gift or otherwise 
transferred, except upon death and in certain other very limited 
circumstances. The restrictions on alienation were to expire on 
December 18, 1991. However, in 1987, Congress amended 
ANCSA to give Native Corporations the right to continue the 
restrictions on alienability of their stock indefinitely. Since the 
alienability restrictions will continue under federal law, state law 
must also be amended to provide for their continuation.

When originally enacted, ANCSA stock held by a minor was 
covered under the Uniform Gifts to Minors Act. In 1990, the 
Legislature replaced the Uniform Gift to Minors Act with the 
Uniform Transfers to Minors Act. However, certain changes 
made in the Uniform Transfers to Minor Act affected the 
custodianship of ANCSA stock in ways which were not intended. 
One of the primary changes was the age at which the 
custodianship terminated. Under the old law, all custodianships 
terminated at age 18. Under the new law, the age at which a
custodianship terminates depends on whether the stock was 
received by gift or inheritance and whether the age was specified 
for termination. The bill simplifies the procedure for 
transferring ANCSA stock and clarifies that custodianships 
terminate at age 18.

The Judiciary Committee Substitute reflects the changes enacted 
by SB 283 last year to extend the December 18, 1991, date to 
June 30, 1992; and, makes minor technical changes suggested by 
Judiciary committee staff.
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49

AN ACT

Relating to the inheritance and transfer o f stock in corporations organized under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

THE ACT FOLLOW S ON PAGE 1

Approved by the Governor: June 15. 1991 
Actual Effective Dale: September 13, 1991



1
2
3
4 
3 
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7
8
9
10
11
12 
13 
11 
I' 
16
17
18
19
20 
21

Reining to the inheriunce and transfer of stock in corporations organized under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.

• Section 1. AS 13.11.012 is amended to read:
Sec. 13.11.012. SHARE OF THE SPOUSE IN CERTAIN STOCK. Until June 30. 1992 

IDECEMBER 18. 1991], the intestate share of the surviving spouse in stock in a corporation 
organized under the laws of Alaska under 43 U.S.C. 1601 - 162X (Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act) is:

(1) if there is no surviving issue, all o f it;
(2) if the decedent is survived by issue, one-half o f it.

• Sec. 2. AS 13.16.703(a) is amended to read:
(a) Until .lune 30.1992 IDECEMBER 18, 19911, stock in a corporation organized under 

the laws o f Alaska under 43 U.S.C. 1601 - 1628 (Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act) that 
|WHICH| is inalienable under either that Act or its articles o f incorporation is not subject to 
probate nor shall its value be considered in determining the value o f an estate or allowance under 
this title. Upon death o f the holder, if the stock does not pass by the testamentary disposition 
clause on the stock certificate, properly executed, it passes by will or intestate succession. In 
such a case, the determination of the person entitled to the stock shall be made by the appropriate 
regional corporation on the basis of an affidavit, furnished to it and to the corporation which

-I- CSSB 283(JUD|

Chapter 49

1 issued the stock, showing the right of the person entitled to the stock to receive it and to have
2 a new certificate issued. The affidavit, accepted in good faith by a corporation, has the same
3 effect as an affidavit under AS 13.16.685, and the person entitled to the stock, if the affidavit is
4 not accepted, has the remedy set out in AS 13.16.685. In case or dispute as to the person entitled
5 to receive the stock, a person claiming ownership may bring an independent action in the superior
6 court.
7 • Sec. 3. AS 13.16.705(e) is amended to read:
8 (c) The situs o f inalienable stuk o f all corporations organized under 43 U.S.C. 1601 -
9 1628 is Alaska, until .lune 30. 1992 IDECEMBER 18, I9 9 ||,

CSSB 283(JUm -2-



Erelflcattoa of Certain AtagfldmttateTQ XiUaJL3

Affecting ANCSA Corporations

i . Amendment to a.s. 13.16.705. iahfiritflnfifi Qt Certain

This section was originally enacted by the Legislature to implement Section 
7(h) (43 U.S.C. 1606(h)) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA). 
Under ANCSA, as originally enacted, all Native corporation stock was 
inalienable. It could not be bought, sold, pledged, given as a gift, or otherwise 
transferred, except upon death and in certain other very limited circumstances.

The Legislature, in 1972, adopted A.S. 13.18.705 to address the inheritance 
of ANCSA stock. Because of the inherent difficulties in determining the value of 
the stock, which would be necessary if the stock were to pass through probate, tho 
decision was made to exempt the stock from probate. Instead, the heirs to both 
village corporation stock and regional corporation stock would be determined by 
the appropriate regional corporation on the basis of either a will, a special form 
provided by the corporation as a separate document or on the back of the stock 
certificate, or the intestacy laws of the state. The determination was to be made on 
the basis of affidavits furnished to tho corporation showing the right of tho person 
entitled to the stock to receive it. A corporation which accepted the affidavit in 
good faith was protected from liability for transfer in the sams manner as is a 
person who transfers property on the basis of an affidavit pursuant to A.S. 
13.16.685 (Collection of Personal Property by Affidavit and Sum m ary  
Administration Procedure). Any person who disputed the inheritance  
determination had the right to bring an independent action in Superior Court to 
determine ownership.

When ANCSA was originally enacted, the restrictions on alienation of 
Native corporation stock were to expire on December 18, 1991. In order to track 
with the federal legislation, therefore, A.S. 13.16.705 also expired on December 18, 
1991.

In 1987, however, Congress amended ANCSA to, among other things, give 
Native corporations the right to continue the restrictions on the alienability of 
their stock indefinitely. A corporation could also eliminate the alienability 
restrictions if they desired, or issue new stock which would not be subject to 
restrictions on alienation. .Most, if not all of the Native corporations, however, 
intend to continue the restraints on alienation.

Since the alienability restrictions will continue after December 18,
1991, A.S. 13.16.705 will still be needed. The proposed legislation therefore 
re-enacts A.S. 13.16.705, with the following changes:

1. Applies to non-alienable Native corporation stock as long as the 
stock remains inalienable. Any Native corporation stock not

4 /23 /91 -1* 5 :1 8  P M



subject to restraints on alienation would not be subject to this 
section, and would be treated as any other stock.

2. Provides that inheritance determinations will be made by the 
corporation which issued 'vhe st-ick, or its agent. Under 
current law, inheritance determinations fire to be made by the 
regional corporation for all village corporations within its 
region as well as for its own stock. A number of village 
corporations, however, possess both the ability and the interest 
in making their own determinations. The proposed legislation 
allows those village corporations which choose to make their 
own inheritance determinations, and allows others to 
designate the regional corporation or other entity as their 
agent for purposes of making the determination.

3. Certain minor changes were made to make the provision 
internally consistent. Reference to stock certificates were 
eliminated, as Alaska law now allows uncertificated 
securities. Citations to ANCSA were updated to reflect 
amendments to that Act.

2. A m e n d m e n t  to A.S. 13.11.012. Share of the S p o u & a  fa CertafailiodL

This section was also enacted to implement ANCSA, and expires on December 
18, 1991. It modified the surviving spouse's intestate share of Native corporation 
stock to eliminate any dilution as a result of the survival of the parents (who 
typically would have received their own stock) and to allow the share to be 
determined without valuing the stock. It has also been redrafted to apply to 
inalienable ANCSA stock for as long as the stock remains inalienable.

3. A m e n d m e n t  to AJ3.13.46,085. Native corcrerafcioiis; custodLm'k

The original version of this section was enacted in 1972 to implement 
ANCSA, and was codified at A.S. 45.60.016 as part of the Uniform Gift to Miners 
Act. It provided that Native corporation stock issued to a minor was to be held by a 
custodian, selected in accordance with the priority set out in the statute. It also 
provided that the provisions of the Uniform Gift to Minors Act would apply to the 
custodianship, with certain exceptions which were set out in the statute.

In 1990, the Legislature replaced the Uniform Gift to Minors Act with the 
Uniform Transfers to Minors Act, codified at A.S. 13.46.010 LL.S&S. The provision 
dealing with Native corporation stock, with only minor editorial modifications, 
was re-enacted as A.S. 13.46.085.

Unfortunately, certain changes made by the Uniform Transfers to Minors 
Act affected the custodianship of ANCSA stock in ways which were not intended 
by the Legislature. One of' the primary changes was.the age at which the 
custodianship terminated. Under the old law, all custodianships terminated at 
age 18. Under the new law, however, the age a t which tho custodianship

4/24/91 -2- 8:46 AM
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terminates depends upon whether the minor received the stock by gift, inheritance, or intestate succession, and whether or not the transferor specified a particular age for termination. There is no public policy reason for this difference, and it will make record keeping by the Native corporations needlessly complex. It is also likely to engender bad feelings among shareholders, who will not understand why one custodianship terminates at age 18, and another at age 
25.

There is also some ambiguity in both the existing law and the prior law which the proposed legislation eliminates. Although moat, if not all, of the Native corporations appoint custodians for all Native corporation stock owned by minors, the existing law refers to the appointment o f a custodian for stock "issued" by a Native corporation. This language raises the question as to whether the term "issued" was intended to include stock which wa3 not originally issued to a minor, but was transferred by gift or inheritance. The proposed legislation makes it c le a r that th e  section app lies  to  all N a t iv e  c o rp o ra t io n  s tock  held by a m in o r , whether by original issue or transfer.
The proposed legislation gives persons who transfer Native corporation stock to minors, whether through gift or inheritance, the right to nominate a custodian if  they so desire. In the absence of such nomination, the custodian is determined by the corporation according to the priority set out in the statute, which remains unchanged from the existing law. All custodianships terminate al age 18. All other provisions of Lhe section remain unchanged.

4/23/91 -3- 6 :1 8  P M



.\iiiv<lis|)nii*iivt*rrlif!lioiiiiflnriesofst region or regions shall be resol red 
l»v ii lvninl <>f arbitrators consisting of one person selected by *a\cii of 
rfin N am e associations involved, anri an additional one or rwo persons, 
whichever is needed to make an odd number of arbitrators, such addi- 
rhinal prison or persons to be selected by the arbitrators selected by the 
Xntive associations involved.

(b ) The Secretary may. on request made within one year o f the date 
o f enactment o f tin's Act. by representative and responsible leaders o f 
the Native associations listed in subsection (a ) ,  merge two or more o f 
the twelve regions: Provided, That the twelve regions may not be 
reduced to less than seven, and there may be no fewer than seveu 
Regional Corporations.

(c ) I f  a m ajority  o f a ll eligible Natives eighteen years o f age o r 
older who are not permanent residents o f A laska ele’et, pursuant to 
•nibsecrion 5 (c ) , to be enrolled in a thirteenth region fo r  Natives 
who are non-rcsidcnts o f  Alaska, die Secretary shall establish such 
a region fo r the benefit o f the Natives who elected to be enrolled 
therein, and they may establish a Regional Corporation pursuant to 
this Act.

(d ) F ive incorporators within each region, named by the Native 
association in the region, shall incorporate under the laws o f A laska n 
Regional Corporation to conduct business fo r  p ro fit , which shall be 
eligible fo r  the benefits o f  this Act so long as it  is organized and func­
tions in accordance with this Ac.. The articles o f incorporation shx ll 
iiicludeprovisions necessary to carry out the terms o f  this Act.

(e) The orig inal articles o f incorporation and bylaws shall be 
approved bv the Secretary before they are filed, and they shall be 
submitted fo r  approval within eighteen months a fte r the date o f 
enactment o f tHk Act. The articles o f  incorporation may not be 
amended during the Regional Corporations first five vears w ithout 
the approval o f the Secretary. The Secretary may withhold approval 
under this section i f  in his judgment inequities among Native ind i­
viduals o r groups o f  Native individuals would be created.

( f )  The management o f  the Regional Corporation shall be vested 
in a board o f directors, a ll o f whom, with the exception o f the in itia l 
board, shall be stockholders over the ago o f  eighteen. The number, 
terms, and method o f election o f members o f the board o f  directors 
shall be fixed in the articles o f  incorporation o r bylaws o f tho Regional 
Corporation.

(g ) The Regional Corporation shall be authorized to issue such 
number o f sl;ares o f common stock, divided into such classes o f shares 
as may be specified in the articles o f incorporation to reflect the p rov i­
sions o f this Act, as may be needed to issue one hundred shares o f 
stock to each Native enrolled in the region pursuant to section o.

(h )  (1 ) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (2 ) o f this sub­
jection. stock issued pursuant to subsection (g )  shall c an y  a right to 
vote in elections fo r  the board o f directors and on such other questions 
as properly may be presented to stockholders, shall perm it the holder 
to receive 'dividends o r other distributions from  the Regional C orpo­
ration. and shall vest in the ho lder a ll rights o f  a stockholder in a busi­
ness corporation organized under the laws o f the State o f  A laska, 
except that fo r  a period o f  twenty years a fte r the date o f  enact­
ment o f this Act the stock, inchoate rights thereto, and any dividends 
paid or distributions made with respect thereto may not be sold, 
pledged, subjected to a lien o r judgment execution, assigned in present 
or future, o r otherwise a lienated : Proi-ided, T h a t such lim itation shall 
not apply to transfers o f stock pursunntto a court decree o f separation,- 
divorce or child support.
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(2 )  Upon the «lcarh o f  any stockholder, ownership o f such slock 
shall be transferred in accordance with his la.-x will ami fiv,l ament or 
under rlie applicable Ians o f intestacy, except that (A )  du ring the 
twenty-year period a fte r the date o f enactment o f this Act such stock 
shall ca rry  voting rights on ly  i f  the holder thereof through inher­
itance also is a Native, and (15 ). in the event the deceased stockholder 
fa ils  to dispose o f his stock by w ill and lias no heirs under the app li­
cable laws o f  intestacy, such stock shall escheat to the Regional 
Corporation.

(3) O n  January  ] o f th e  twenty-first y e a r  a f t e r  th e  y e a r  in  w h ic h  
th is  A c t  is  enacted, a l l  s to c k  p r e v io u s ly  issued s h a ll  be d e e m e d  to  be 
canceled, and shares o f  stock o f  th e  appropriate class s l ia l l  be issued 

w it h o u t  r e s tr ic tio n s  re q u ire d  b y  th is  Act to  each s to c k h o ld e r  share 

fo r  share.
( i )  Seventy per centum o f a ll revenues received by each Regional 

C o rpo ra tion 'from  the timber resources and subsurface estate pat­
ented to it pursuant to this Act shall be divided annually by the 
Regional Corporation among a ll twelve Regional Corporations orga­
nized pursuant to  tills section according to the number o f Natives 
enrolled in each region pursuant to section C>. The provisions o f this 
subsection sbaJl not app ly to tne thirteenth Regional Corporation i f  
organized pursuant to subsection (c ) hereof.

( j )  Du ring  the five years fo llow ing the enactment o f this Act, not 
less than 10% o f  a ll corporate funds' received by each o f the twelve 
Regional Corporations under section 6 (A laska Native F u nd ), and 
under subsection ( i )  (revenues from  the timber resources and sub­
surface estate patented to it pursuant to this A c t), and a ll other net 
income, shall be distributed ;unong the stockholders o f the twelve 
Regional Corporations. Not less than 45%  o f funds from  such sources 
during the first, five-year period, and 50%  thereafter, shall be dis­
tributed among the V illage Cor]>oratioiis in the legion and the class 
o f stockholders wbo are not residents o f those villages, as provided in 
subsection to it. In  the case o f the thirteenth Regional Corporation , i f  
organized, not. less than 30%  o f  a ll corjionite funds received under 
section 6 shall be distributed to the stockholders.

(k )  Funds distributed among rlie V illage  Coqiorations sha ll be 
divided among them according to the ra tio  that the number o f  shares 
o f  stock registered on the books o f the Regional Corporation in the 
names o f * esidents o f each village bears to die number o f shares o f stock 
registered in the names o f  resident* in a l l villages.

(1) Funds distributed to a V illage Corporation may be withheld 
until the village has submitted a plan fo r  the use o f the money that 
is satisfactory to the Regional Corporation. The Regional C orpo ra ­
tion may require a village plan to provide fo r jo in t ventures with 
other villages, and fo r  jo in t finaucm? o f  projects undertaken by the 
Regional Corporation that w ill benc'fit the region generally. In  the 
event o f disagreement over the provisions o f the plan, the issues in 
disagreement sha ll he submitted to arbitration , as shall be provided 
fo r  in the articles o f incoqior.ition c f the Regional Corporation.

(m ) When funds are distributed among v illag e  Corporations in 
a region, an amount computed as follow s sha ll be distributed as d iv i­
dends to the class o f stockholders who are not residents o f those v il­
lages: The amount distributed as dividends shall hear the same ratio 
to"die amount distributed among the V illage Corporations that the 
number o f  shares o f stock registered on the books c f die Regional 
Corporation in the names o f nonresidents o f villages bears to the 
number o f shares o f stock registered in the names’ o f village resi­
dents: Proxided. T in t an equitable portion o f the amount, distributed 
us dividends may lie withheld and combined with V illage Corporation 
funds to finance projects that w ill benefit the region generally.



"(s) 'Alienability restrictions’ means the restrictions imposed on 
Settlement Common Stock by section 7(hXlXB);

"(t) 'Settlement Trust’ means a trust—
“(1) established and registered by a Native Corporation under 

the laws of the State of Alaska pursuant to a resolution of its 
shareholders, and 

"(2) operated for the sole benefit of the holders of the corpora­
tion’s Settlement Common Stock in accordance with section 39 
and the laws of the State of Alaska.”.

IS SU A N C E  O F  STOCK

_JjE£r4rSuSsection (g) of section~^T(43~ILS^L1606(g)) is amended to 
^ ^ - - ^ ^ r e a d  as follows:

"(gXl) S e t t l e m e n t  C o m m o n  S t o c k .— (A) The Regional Corpora- 
tion shall be authorized to issue such number ofsnares of Settle- 
ment Common Stock (divided into such clgssea-agmay be specified 

—— m-the articles-of-incorporarion UrTeflecTthe provisions of this Act) 
as may be needed to issue one hundred shares of stock to each 
Native enrolled in the region pursuant to section 5.

“(BXi) A Regional Corporation may amend its articles of incorpo­
ration to authorize the issuance of additional shares of Settlement 
Common Stock to—

“(D Natives bom after December 18,1971,
"(ID Natives who were eligible for enrollment pursuant to 

section 5 but were not so enrolled, or 
"(IED Natives who have attained the age of 65, 

for no consjderation or for such consideration and upon such terms 
and conditions as may be specified in such amendment or in a 
resolution approved by the board of directors pursuant to authority 
expressly vested in the board by the amendment The amendment to 
the articles of incorporation may specify which class of Settlement 
Common Stock shall be issued to the various groups of Natives.

"(ii) Not more than one hundred shares of Settlement Common 
Stock shall be issued to any one individual pursuant to clause (i).

"(iii) The amendment authorized by clause (i) may provide that 
Settlement Common Stock issued to a Native pursuant to such 
amendment (or stock issued in exchange for such Settlement 
Common Stock pursuant to subsection (hX3) or section 37(d)) shall be 
deemed canceled upon the death of such Native. No compensation 
for this cancellation shall be paid to the estate of the deceased 
Native or to any person holding the stock.

"(iv) Settlement Common Stock issued pursuant to clause (i) shall 
not carry rights to share in distributions made to shareholders 
pursuant to subsections (j) and (m) unless, prior to the issuance of 
such stock, a majority of the class of existing holders of Settlement 
Common Stock carrying such rights separately approve the granting 
of such rights. The articles of incorporation of the Regional Corpora­
tion shall be deemed to be amenaed to authorize such class vote.

"(CXi) A Regional Corporation may amend its articles of incorpo­
ration to authorize the issuance of additional shares of Settlement 
Common Stock as a dividend or other distribution (without regard to 
surplus of the corporation under the laws of the State) upon each 
outstanding share of Settlement Common Stock issued pursuant to 
subparagraphs (A) and (B).

"(ii) The amendment authorized by clause (i) may provide that 
shares of Settlement Common Stock issued as a dividend or other
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distribution shall constitute a separate class of stock with greater per share voting power than Settlement Common Stock Issued pursuant to subparagraphs (A) and (B).
"(2) Other Forms of Stool—(A) A Regional Corporation may 

amend its articles of incorporation to authorize the issuance of 
shares of stock other than Settlement Common Stock in accordance 
with the provisions of this paragraph- Such amendment may pro­
vide that—

"(i) preemptive rights of shareholders under the laws of the 
$ State shall not apply to the issuance of such shares, or

"(ii) issuance of such shares shall permanently preclude the 
corporation from—

"(I) conveying assets to a Settlement Trust, or 
"(ID issuing shares of stock without adequate consider­

ation as required under the laws of the State.
"(B) The amendment authorized by subparagraph (A) may provide 

that the stock to be issued shall be one or more of the following—
"(i) divided into classes and series within classes, with pref­

erences, limitations, and relative rights, including, without 
limitation—

"(D dividend rights,
"(II) voting rights, and 
"(HD liquidation preferences;

"(ii) made subject to one or more of—
"(D the restrictions on alienation described in clauses (1),

(ii), and Gv) of subsection (hXIXB), and 
"(ID the restriction described in paragraph (lXBXiii); and 

"(iii) restricted in issuance to—̂
"(D Natives who have attained the age of sixty-five; _
"(ID other identifiable groups of Natives or identifiable 

groups of descendants of Natives defined in terms of gen­
eral applicability and not in any way by reference to place 
of residence or family;

"(HD Settlement Trusts; or
"(IV) entities established for the sole benefit of Natives or 

descendants of Natives, in which the classes of beneficiaries 
are defined in terms of general applicability and not in any 
way by reference to place of residence, family, or position as 
an officer, director, or employee of a Native Corporation.

"(C) The amendment authorized by subparagraph (A) shall pro­
vide that the additional shares of stock shall be issued—

"(i) as a dividend or other distribution (without regard to 
surplus of the corporation under the laws of the State) upon all 
outstanding shares of stock of any class or series, or 

"(ii) for such consideration as may be permitted by law 
(except that this requirement may be waived with respect to 
issuance of stock to the individuals or entities described in 
subparagraph (BXiii)X 

"(D) Dining any period in which alienability restrictions are in 
effect, no stock whose issuance i3 authorized by subparagraph (A) 
shall be—

"(i) issued to, or for the benefit of, a group of individuals 
composed only or principally of employees, officers, and direc­
tors of the corporation; or 

"(ii) issued more than thirteen months after the date on 
which the vote of the shareholders on the amendment authoriz­
ing the issuance of such stock occurred if, as a result of the

P U B L IC  L A W  1 0 0 - 2 4 1 — F E B .  3 , 1 9 8 8  101  S T A T .  1 7 9 1



PUBLIC LAW 100-241—FEB. 3, 1988 101 STAT. 1793
"(hXl) R i g h t s  a n d  R e s t r i c t i o n s .—(A) Except as otherwise ex­pressly provided in this Act, Settlement Common Stock of a Re­gional Corporation shall—"(i) carry a right to vote in elections for the board of directors and on such other questions as properly may be presented to shareholders;“ (ii) permit the holder to receive dividends or other distribu­tions from the corporation; and "(Hi) vest in the holder all rights of a shareholder in a business corporation organized under the laws cf the State."(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, Settlement Common Stock, inchoate rights thereto, and rights to dividends or distributions declared with respect thereto shall not be—"(i) sold;"(ii) pledged;“(iii) subjected to a lien or judgment execution;"(iv) assigned in present or future;"(v) treated as an asset under—"(I) title 11 of the United States Code or any successor statute,"(ID any other insolvency or moratorium law, or “(HI) other laws generally affecting creditors’ rights; or "(vi) otherwise alienated."(C) Notwithstanding the restrictions set forth in subparagraph (B), Settlement Common Stock may be transferred to a Native or a descendant of a Native—"(i) pursuant to a court decree of separation, divorce, or child support;‘(ii) by a holder who is a member of a professional organiza­tion, association, or board that limits his or her ability to practice his or her profession because he or she holds Settle­ment Common Stock; or "(iii) as an inter vivos gift from a holder to his or her child, grandchild, great-grandchild, niece, or nephew.

"(2) Lnkeritancs o f Settlem ent Common Stock.—(A) Upon the death of a holder of Settlement Common Stock, ownership of such stock (unless canceled in accordance with subsection (gXUCBXiii)) shall be transferred in accordance with the lawful will of such holder or pursuant to applicable laws of intestate succession. If the holder fails to dispose of his or her stock by will and has no heirs under applicable laws of intestate succession, the stock shall escheat to the issuing Regional Corporation and be canceled.“ (B) The issuing Regional Corporation shall have the right to purchase at fair value Settlement Common Stock transferred pursu­ant to applicable laws of intestate succession to a person not a Native or a descendant of a Native after the date of the enactment of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Amendments of 1987 i f - "(i) the corporation—"(I) amends its articles of incorporation to authorize silch purchases, and "(II) gives the person receiving such stock written notice of its intent to purchase within ninety days after the date that the corporation either determines the decedent's heirs in accordance with the laws of the State or receives notice that such heirs have been determined, whichever later occurs; and
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issuance, the outstanding shares of Settlement Common Stock 
will represent less than a majority of the total voting power of 
the corporation for the purpose of electing directors.

"(3) Disclosure Requirements.—(A) An amendment to the arti­
cles of incorporation of a Regional Corporation authorized by para­
graph (2) shall specify—

"(i) the maximum number of shares of any class or series of 
stock that may be issued, and 

"(ii) the maximum number of votes that may be held by such

"(BXi) If the board of directors of a Regional Corporation intends 
to propose an amendment pursuant to paragraph (2) which would 
authorize the issuance of classes or series of stock that, singly or in 
combination, could cause the outstanding shares of Settlement 
Common Stock to represent less than a majority of the total voting 
power of the corporation for the purposes of electing directors, the 
shareholders of such corporation shall be expressly so informed.

"(ii) Such information shall be transmitted to the shareholders in 
a separate disclosure statement or in another informational docu­
ment in writing or in recorded sound form both in English and any 
Native language used by a  shareholder of such corporation. Such 
statement or informational document shall be transmitted to the 
shareholders at least sixty days prior to the date on which such 
proposal is to be submitted for a vote.

“(iii) If not later than thirty days after issuance of such disclosure 
statement or informational document the board of directors receives 
a prepared concise statement setting forth arguments in opposition 
to the proposed amendment together with a request for distribution 
thereof signed by the holders of at least 10 per centum of the 
outstanding shares of Settlement Common Stock, the board shall 
either distribute such statement to the shareholders or provide to 
the requesting shareholders a list of all shareholder’s names and 
addresses so that the requesting shareholders may distribute such 
statement.

"(4) Savings.—(AXi) No shares of stock issued pursuant to para­
graphs (1XC) and (2) shall carry rights to share in distributions made 
to shareholders pursuant to subsections (j) aod (m). No shares of 
stock issued pursuant to paragraph (1XB) shall carry such rights 
unless authorized pursuant to paragraph (lXBXiv).

"(ii) Notwithstanding the issuance of additional shares of stock 
pursuant to paragraphs (1XB), (1X0, or (2), a Regional Corporation 
shall apply the ratio last computed pursuant to subsection (m) prior 
to the date of the enactment of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act Amendments of 1987 for purposes of distributing funds pursu­
ant to subsections (j) and (m).

"(B) The issuance of additional shares of stock pursuant to para­
graphs (1XB), (1XC), or (2) shall not affect the division and distribu­
tion of revenues pursuant to subsection (i).

"(C) No provision of this Act shall limit the right of a Regional 
Corporation to take an action authorized by the laws of the State 
Unless such action is inconsistent r*ntV, tV,o 0f this A ct"

Sec. 5. Subsection (h) of section 7 (43 U.S.C. 1606(h)) is amended to 
read as follows:

shares.



diate family who are Natives or descendants of Natives, the first right to purchase, on reasonable terms, the Replacement Common Stock of the shareholder prior to the sale or transfer of such stock (other than a transfer by will or intestate succession) to any other party, including a transfer in satisfaction of a lien, writ of attachment, judgment execution, pledge, or other encumbrance; and "(iii) any other term, restriction, limitation, or provision authorized by the laws of the State.
"(E) Replacement Common Stock shall not be subjected to a lien 

or judgment execution based upon any asserted or unasserted legal 
obligation of the original recipient arising prior to the issuance of 
such stock.”.

V ILLA G E , URBAN , AND G R O U P  C O RPO RA T IO N S

Sec. 6. Subsection (c) of section 8 (43 U.S.C. 1607(c)) is amended to 
read as follows:

"(c) Applicability o? Sechon 7.—The provisions of subsections 
(g), (h), and (o) of section 7 shall apply in all respects to Village 
Corporations, Urban Corporations, and Group Corporations.”.

PROCEDURES FOR CONSIDERING A M EN DM EN TS A N D  RESO LU T IO N S

Sec. 7. The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act is further 
amended by adding the following new section:

"PRO C ED U RES  FOR CONSIDERING A M EN DM EN TS A N D  RESO LU T IO N S

"Sec. 36. (a) Co v e r a g e .— Notwithstanding any provision of the 43 u s e  1629b. 
articles of incorporation and bylaws of a Native Corporation or of 
the laws of the State, except those related to proxy statements and 
solicitations that are not inconsistent with this section—

"(1) an amendment to the articles of incorporation of a Native 
Corporation authorized by subsections (g) and (h) of section 7, 
subsection (dXIXB) of this section, or section 37;

"(2) a resolution authorized by section 88(aX2);
"(3) a resolution to establish a Settlement Trust; or 
"(4) a resolution to convey all or substantially all of the assets 

of a Native Corporation to a Settlement Trust pursuant to 
section 39(aXl);

shall be considered in accordance with the provisions of this section.
"(b) Basic Procedure.—(1) An amendment or resolution described 

in subsection (a) may be approved by the board of directors of a 
Native Corporation in accordance with its bylaws. If the board 
approves the amendment or resolution, it shall direct that the 
amendment or resolution be submitted to a vote of the shareholders 
at tbe next annual meeting or at a special meeting (if the board, at 
its discretion, schedules such special meeting). One or more such 
amendments or resolutions may be submitted to the shareholders 
and voted upon at one meeting.

"(2XA) A written notice (including a proxy statement if required 
under applicable law), setting forth the amendment or resolution 
approved pursuant to paragraph (1) (and, at the discretion of the 
board, a summary of the changes to be effected) together with any 
amendment or resolution submitted pursuant to subsection (c) and 
the statements described therein shall be sent, not less than fifty 
days nor more than sixty days prior to the meeting of the
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“(ii) the person receiving such stock fails to transfer the slock 
pursuant to paragraph (lXCXiii) within sixty days after receiv- 
ingsuch written notice.

“(C) Settlement Common Stock of a Regional Corporation—
“(i) transferred by will or pursuant to applicable laws of 

intestate succession after the date of the enactment of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Amendments of 1987, or 

“(ii) transferred by any means prior to the date of the enact­
ment of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Amendments

to a person not a Native or a descendant of a Native shall not carry 
voting rights. If at a later date such stock is lawfully transferred to a 
Native or a descendant of a Native, voting rights shall be automati­
cally restored.

"(3) Replacement Common Stock.—(A) On the date on which 
alienability restrictions terminate in accordance with the provisions 
of section 37, all Settlement Common Stock previously issued by a 
Regional Corporation shall be deemed canceled, and shares of 
Replacement Common Stock of the appropriate class shall be issued 
to each shareholder, share for share, subject only to subparagraph 
(B) and to such restrictions consistent with this Act as may be 
provided by the articles of incorporation of the corporation or in 
agreements between the corporation and individual shareholders.

“(BXi) Replacement Common Stock issued in exchange for Settle­
ment Common Stock issued subject to the restriction authorized by 
subsection (gXIXBXiii) shall bear a legend indicating that the stock 
will eventually be canceled in accordance with the requirements of 
that subsection.

“(ii) Prior to the termination of alienability restrictions, the board 
of directors of the corporation shall approve a resolution to provide 
that each share of Settlement Common Stock carrying the right to 
share in distributions made to shareholders pursuant to subsections 
(j) and (m) shall be exchanged either for—

“(I) a share of Replacement Common Stock that carries such

“(ID a share of Replacement Common Stock that does not 
carry such right together with a separate, non-voting security 
that represents only such right.

 ̂ “(iii) Replacement Common Stock issued in exchange for a class of 
Settlement Common Stock carrying greater per share voting power 
than Settlement Common Stock issued pursuant to subsections 
(gXlXA) and (gXIXB) shall carry such voting power and be subject to 
such other terms as may be provided in the amendment to the 
articles of incorporation authorizing the issuance of such class of 
Settlement Common Stock.

"(C) The articles of incorporation of the Regional Corporation 
shall be deemed amended to authorize the issuance of Replacement 
Common Stock and the security described in subparagraph (BXiiXII).

“(D) Prior to the date on which alienability restrictions terminate, 
a Regional Corporation may amend its articles of incorporation to 
impose upon Replacement Common Stock one or more of the 
following—

“(i) a restriction denying voting rights to any holder of 
Replacement Common Stock who is not a Native or a descend­
ant of a Native;

“(ii) a restriction granting the Regional Corporation, or the 
Regional Corporation and members of the shareholder's imme-

of1987,

right, or



N e w  D e f i n i t i o n s

Adverse Possession: The right of a trespasser to take over land after using 
it for a period of time, if the legal owner has not objected or taken steps to 
keep the trespasser out.

Alienability Restrictions: Rules.that limit or restrict how stock can change 
ownership.

Alienable Common Stock: Stock that can be sold, transferred, pledged and 
otherwise treated just like any other corporate stock.

Articles of incorporation: The laws that govern the corporation. Amend­
ments or changes must be voted on by the shareholders.

Assets: Property, land, material goods and anything owned that has mone­
tary value. A corporation’s assets include buildings, office furniture, land and 
everything else of possible value that it owns.

Collateral: Something of value, such as land, that is promised to secure a 
loan. If you don't, p a y  back the loan, the lender gets the collateral

Descendant of Native: A person who is descended from a Native, or 
adopted by a Native, or adopted by a descendant of a Native. Example: You 
are a descendant of a Native even if only one of your great, great grandmoth­
ers was one-quarter Native.

Developed: Land that has been changed or improved to make it more profit­
able or productive. If land is developed for reasons other than exploration, 
automatic protections are lost.

Dissenters Rights: The right of a shareholder to demand payment for his 
stock if the majority of shareholders vote to keep stock restricted. In order to 
claim dissenters rights, the shareholder must have voted against continued 
stock restrictions.

Dividend/Distribution (general): A dividend or distribution is money or 
another asset (such as additional shares of stock) given to shareholders based 
on how many shares of stock they own.

0

Dividend/Distribution (7(j)(m)): Money given to stockholders as part of 
7(i) revenue sharing. Under ANCSA, regional corporations must share the 
revenue they get from timber and subsurface resources. Each region gets a 
portion, based on its number of shareholders. Section 7(j) and 7(m) of ANCSA

- 6 1 -



require the regions, in turn, to pass haIf of that money on to the villages and 
at-large shareholders. The amount passed on to village corporations and at- 
large shareholders is based on population.

Leased: Land that is rented to another person or business for gainful use.

Non-Native: A person who is not Native, not a descendent of a Native, and 
not legally adopted by a Native.

Opt-In: An option regarding stock restrictions. Under the opt-in approach 
stock restrictions no longer continue automatically. Instead, the restrictions 
automatically expire unless the shareholders vote to keep them (i.e. opt in to 
the restrictions). Opt-in is available only to regional corporations and village 
corporations in the Aleut and Bristol Bay regions.

Opt-Out: An option for Native corporations that allows the shareholders to 
vote to remove stock restrictions on Dec. IS. 1991.

"Other Stock": Stock issued by a corporation which is not Settlement Com­
mon Stock. Other stock can be restricted in different ways, with different 
rights. It can be made available for sale to either the general public, or to 
specific groups cf people. Other stock does not replace Settlement Common 
Stock, but it can be issued to existing stockholders.

Recapitalization/Recapitalize: An option that allows a Native corporation 
to raise money, or capital, by issuing and selling shares of stock. Under a 
recapitalization plan, the corporation may ask its shareholders to vote on 
several different stock issues as a single package.

Replacement Common Stock: Stock issued in place of restricted stock after 
the restrictions have been lifted. Replacement Common Stock is generally 
alienable, but the corporation may deny voting rights to non-Natives. or re ­
quire that the corporation, or members of the shareholder’s family, have the 
first right to purchase shares from someone who wants to sell.

Revenue Sharing/7(i): The distribution among regions of money earned 
from mineral, timber and other subsurface development, pursuant to Section 
7 (i) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. Seventy percent of the re­
gional corporations’ subsurface and timber revenues are distributed among 
all the regions, based on number of shareholders in each.

Right-of-first Purchase: Right to have the first chance .to buy, at a reason­
able price, stock from a shareholder who wants to sell.

Settlement Common Stock: New name for Native corporation stock; has 
same rights and restrictions.



Settlement Trust: A irust formed under state law, by approval of a Native 
corporation's shareholders, that is operated for the sole benefit of Native 
shareholders. A settlement trust would be formed as one way of protecting 
corporate land and assets.

Shareholder Petition: A process that allows shareholders to demand that 
the corporation vote on a “1991" issue. The petition must be signed by share­
holders who together have at least 25 percent of the corporation’s total voting 
power.

Subsurface Estate: Timber, mineral and other below-ground resources. 
Under ANCSA, regional corporations own the surface and subsurface estates 
of their own lands, plus the subsurface of lands owned by villages in their 
region.

Voting Standard: The percentage of “yes” votes needed to approve a ques­
tion or resolution put to shareholders. A simple majority is 50 percent of the 
outstanding shares, plus one share.
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