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SPONSOR STATEMENT

HB 301, "An Act r e l at i ng  to regular sessions of the IIl e g i s l a t u r e . II

HB 301, introduced by the House Judi ci ary  Committee, changes 
the beginning day of  the l e g i s l a t i v e  session from the second 
to the fourth Monday of January. The b i l l  also repeals the 
thi rd Monday convening date f o l l owi ng a gubernatorial  
e l ect i on as unnecessary.

The state const i t ut i on  o r i g i n a l l y  set the beginning of  the 
l e g i s l a t i v e  session for  the fourth Monday of  January. As 
the l e g i s l a t i v e  sessions grew longer and began to impinge on 
the f i shi ng seasons, the date was moved back by statute to 
the thi rd Monday in January in gubernatorial  e l ect i on years 
and the second Monday in other years.  However, the session 
l i m i t  of  120 days has rem.oved c o n f l i c t s  between the session 
and the f i shi ng season.

On the other hand, there are d e f i n i t e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  with the 
current schedule^ Those who have to travel  to Juneau haice 
to take care of  their  packing and travel  arrangements on the 
heels of  the hol iday season. I t  means that those who are 
dr i v i ng to the capi tol  must do so in the harshest winter 
weather. And f i n a l l y ,  the present s t a r t i n g  date means that
we are here an extra two weeks before we receive the March 
revenue forecasts which are so cruci al  in shaping the 
budget.

This b i l l  stands for the proposi t i on that a date closer to 
the one set by the draf ters of our c o n s t i t u t i o n  remains the 
best date for beginning l e g i s l a t i v e  sessions.
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M E M O R A N D U M

T O : A l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v e  D o n l e y

R E : H B  3 0 1
A  b i l l  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  d a y  
o f  r e g u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s

D A T E :  J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 9 2

T h i s  b i l l ,  c h a n g i n g  t h e  s t a r t i n g  d a t e  o f  r e g u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s e s s i o n s  f r o m  t h e  s e c o n d  t o  t h e  t h i r d  M o n d a y  o f  J a n u a r y ,  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e .

H B  3 0 1 ,  i f  p a s s e d ,  w o u l d  r e s o l v e  a  n u m b e r  o f  c o n f l i c t s  c u r r e n t l y  
f a c e d  b y  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  s t a f f .  T h e  1 8 t h  s e s s i o n  o f  
t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i s  s c h e d u l e d  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  
l a w ,  A S  2 4 . 0 5 . 0 9 0 ,  t o  b e g i n  o n  J a n u a r y  1 1 ,  1 9 9 3 ,  a t  1 0  a . m .  T h i s  
e a r l y  s t a r t i n g  d a t e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  s t a f f  m u s t  b e  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  
o f f i c e s  b y  J a n u a r y  4 t h .  T h o s e  w h o  m u s t  t r a v e l  t o  J u n e a u  w i l l  f a c e  
t h e  b u r d e n  o f  t r a v e l l i n g  o v e r  t h e  N e w  Y e a r  h o l i d a y ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  
h a d  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  t r i p  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  h e c t i c  D e c e m b e r  h o l i d a y  
s c h e d u l e s .

B y  p u s h i n g  b a c k  t h e  s t a r t i n g  d a t e ,  l e g i s l a t o r s  w i l l  h a v e  m o r e  i n ­
s e s s i o n  t i m e  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  M a r c h  r e v e n u e  f o r e c a s t s .  A n d  w e  w i l l  
h a v e  l e s s  i n - s e s s i o n  t i m e  d u r i n g  J u n e a u ' s  m o s t  d a r k  a n d  d i s m a l  
w i n t e r  w e a t h e r .

M o r e o v e r ,  b y  r e t u r n i n g  t o  a  l a t e r  s t a r t i n g  d a t e ,  w e  w i l l  b e  m o r e  
c l o s e l y  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  f o r g e d  
A l a s k a ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  o u t s e t  a  b e g i n n i n g  
d a t e  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  M o n d a y  i n  J a n u a r y .  C o n f l i c t s  w i t h  l o n g  s e s s i o n s  
i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  f i s h i n g  s e a s o n s  l e d  t o  t h e  c h a n g e  t o  a n  e a r l i e r  
s t a r t i n g  d a t e .  W h e n  t h e  1 2 0 - d a y  s e s s i o n  l i m i t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
t h o s e  c o n f l i c t s  w e r e  e l i m i n a t e d .

Y o u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  c o m m e n t s  o n  H B  3 0 1  a r e  w e l c o m e .  P l e a s e  m a k e  y o u r  
f e e l i n g s  o n  t h e  b i l l  k n o w n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  c o m m i t t e e ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t o  m y  s t a f f  a n d  m y s e l f .  T h a n k  y o u .
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JAN 3 1

M E M O R A N D U M

D AT E :

T O :

FROM:  

S U B J E C T :

J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1 9 9 2

“  -  ~  “ “ “
HB  3 0 1 — A  B i l l  t o  C h a n g e  ^ h e  B e g i n n i n g  D a y  o f  
R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L o r e n  L e m a n

I  h a v e  a t t a c h e d  my  A p r i l  1 6 ,  1 9 9 1  memo t o  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D o n l e y  o n  
t h e  t o p i c  o f  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  d a y  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n .

P l e a s e  u s e  t h i s  d u r i n g  y o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  HB  3 0 1 .



Representative tjeorgianna Lincoln

HESS Committee, Co-Choir 
Resources Committee, Vlce-Chalr

Budget Subcommittees 
Health and Social Services 

Revenue

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Akiska 99811

Phone: (907) 465-3732 
FAX: (907) 465-2652

TO:

Alatna 
Allakaket 
Aniak 
Anvik
Arctic Village 
Beaver 
Betties 
Birch Creek 
Chalkyitsik 
Chuathbaluk 
Crooked Qeek 
Evansville 
Fort Yukon 
Galena 
Grayling 
Holy Cross 
Hughes 
Huslia 
Kalskag 
Kaltag 
Koyukuk 
Lake Minchumina 
Lime Village 
Lower Kalskag 
Manley Hot Springs^® • 
Marshall 
McGrath 
Minto
Mountain Village 
Nikolai 
Nulato 
Pilot Station 
Pittas Point 
Rampart 
Red Devil 
Ruby
Russian Mission 
Shageluk 
Sleetmute 
St. Mary's 
Stevens Village 
Stony River 
Takotna 
Tanana 
TeUda 
Tuluksak 
Tyonek 
Venetie 
Wiseman

M E M O R A N D U M

Representative Dave Donley, Chair 
House Judiciary Committee

FROM: Representative Georgianna Lincoln 
House District 24

February 3, 1992 

HB 301

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

I polled m y  staff in regards to HB 301, w i t h  the result being 
an overwhelming support for a later start date for the very 
reasons you stated in your memo dated January 16, 1992. Since 
I am "driven" b y  m y  wonderful staff, m y  vote too is a later 
start date.

Thank you for allowing all to have a say in this important 
suggested change.

District 24



M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v e  D o n l e y
\

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L o r e n  L e m a n

T O

S U B J E C T :  S t a r t i n g  D a y  f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n

D A T E :  A p r i l  1 6 ,  1 9 9 1

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  i n q u i r y  r e g a r d i n g  m y  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a r t i n g  d a y  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

I  a g r e e  t h a t  a  l a t e r  s t a r t i n g  d a t e  r e d u c e s  s o m e  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  
w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  N e w  Y e a r ' s  p o s t - h o l i d a y "  s y n d r o m e .
H o w e v e r ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s t a r t i n g  d a t e  a s  t h e  f o u r t h  M o n d a y  o f  
J a n u a r y  c a u s e s  e v e n  g r e a t e r  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  s e a s o n a l  e m p l o y m e n t  i f  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  l a s t s  t h e  f u l l  1 2 1  d a y s .

I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  f o u r t h  M o n d a y  i n  J a n u a r y  i s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  
s t a r t i n g  d a t e  o n l y  i f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h  c a n  b e  
r e d u c e d  t o  9 0  d a y s .  H J R  6 ,  w h i c h  I  i n t r o d u c e d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  
s e s s i o n ,  p r o p o s e s  t h i s  r e d u c t i o n .  I f  t h e  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h  i s  n o t  
r e d u c e d ,  I  p r e f e r  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s t a r t i n g  d a t e s  a s  t h e y  a r e  n o w ,  
w i t h  a  p o s s i b l e  r e v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  s t a r t i n g  d a y  b e  t h e  t h i r d  
M o n d a y  i n  J a n u a r y  ( f o l l o w i n g  n o n - g u b e r n a t o r i a l  y e a r s )  i f  t h e  
f i r s t  d a y  i n  J a n u a r y  i s  a  S u n d a y  o r  M o n d a y .
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Date Referred: February 7, 1992 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action: _ 2 ll2lL^2^

The JUDICIARY Committee considered:

HOUSE BILL NO. 301

"An Act relating to regular sessions of the legislature."

Rules

HB 301

REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS 
be replaced with___ : C ^ > H d >  - 3 / ( T u p )

[ ] have attached amendments(s) 

[v f do pass 

[ ] do not pass 

[ ] no recommendations 

[ ] individual lecommendations 

[ ] additional referral to the____

[ ] the same title 
a new title.pci

Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):

[ ] fiscal impact__________________

(Dept) APPROVES PREVIOUS: 

[ ] Fiscal note(s)______

(Dep 1/Date)

[ ] zero fiscal note [ ] zero fiscal note(s)



The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered:

HOUSE BILL NO. 301

"An Act relating to regular sessions of the legislature."

(7)
Date Referred: A p ril 26, 1991

Date o f Committee Action:

FURTHER REFERRALS: Judiciary
Rules

HB 301

REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS: ^
be replaced w ith_________d.5 U g  3o I ( j ^ &)
[ ] have attached amendments(s) 

[ y f  do pass 
[ ] do not pass 

[ ] no recommendations 

[ ] individual recommendations 

[ ] additional referral to the____

[ 'f t h e  same title 
.1 ] a new title

Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):

[ ] fiscal impact___________________

(Depi) APPROVES PREVIOUS:

[ ] fiscal note(s)_______

(Depi/Due)

[X] zero fiscal note [ ] zero fiscal note(s)
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