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OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

CHARLES S. CHRISTENSEN III 
Bun Oounwl

February 25, 1991

The Honorable Dave Donley 
Chairman, House Judiciary Committee 
P.O, Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Representative Donleyi

Thank you for scheduling a hearing on House B il l  141, relating to 
the introduction o f b i l l s  by the Alaska Supreme Court.

At the present time, the judicial branch of government has no 
e x p lic it  right to  have leg is la tio n  placed before the leg isla tu re  
for consideration . This situation  is  in  contrast to that facing 
the executive branch; a r t ic le  H I , section  18 of the Alaska 
Constitution authorises the governor to "recommend the measures 
he considers necessary." This gubernatorial r igh t to  introduce 
le g is la t io n  i s  recognized in AS 24.08.060(b), which describes the 
form and manner o f introduction of such le g is la t io n .

Each session , in  keeping with i t s  co n stitu tion a l mandate to  
administer the ju d ic ia l branch, the supreme court approves 
le g is la t io n  for submission to the leg is la tu re . Over the years, 
such le g is la t io n  has been introduced as a courtesy by individual 
le g is la to r s  or committees who are approached for assistance. 
However, even when a le g is la to r  or committee has agreed to  
provide th is  ser v ic e , the Division of Legal Services has ruled 
that the le g is la t io n  may not be introduced "by Request of tho 
Alaska Supreme Court."

HB 141 resolves th is  s itu a tio n  by giving the supreme court the 
a b ili ty  to  introduce le g is la tio n  sim ilar to  the governor's 
ex is tin g  authority; one sign ifican t d ifferen ce ie  that as 
drafted, HB 141 does not give the court the governor's apparent 
power to  introduce reso lu tion s, including reso lu tion s proposing 
amendments to the con stitu tion . L egislation  would be inscribed
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•Rules Committee by Request of the Alaska Supreme Court." 
Compared with the current system of introduction, th is  would 
b etter  inform leg is la to rs  and the public who was behind a 
particu lar measure.

Thank you for your courtesy in th is  matter. Plea3e fe e l  free to  
contact me i f  you have any questions or comments.

Very tru ly  yours,

C.S. Christensen III 
S taff Counsel

CSCabh
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HOUSE BILL NO. 141 INTRODUCTION OF BILLS BY.SUPREME COURT
i .i

"An Act relating to introduction of bills by the supreme court; and providing for an,effective date.'
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