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M a r c h  1 5 ,  1 9 9 1

T (  : F r e d  Z h a r o f f  & C l i f f  D a v i d s o n

R E :  C h l a m y d i a  t e s t i n g  a t  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  i n  K o d i a K

D e a r  F r e d  a n d  C l i f f ,

K o d i a K  I s l a n d  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s  p r o v i d e s  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  c o v e r a g e  f o r  
t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  i n  K o d i a K  o n  a  b i - m o n t h l y  b a s i s .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  w i  d o  p a p  s m e a r s  a n d  t e s t i n g  f o r  g o n o r r h e a  a n d  p r o v i d e  
c o u n s e l l i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  m e t h o d s  o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l .  We s e e  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0  p a t i e n t s  a  m o n t h .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  
i n f o r m  y o u  o f  o n e  s e r v i c e  t h a t  i s  n o t  p r o v i d e d  t h e r e  t h a t  i s  
c r i t i c a l  i n  e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  t h e s e  p a t i e n t s .  T h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
C e n t e r  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  c h l a m y d i a  t e s t i n g  f o r  t h e s e  
c l i e n t s / p a t i e n t s .  C h l a m y d i a  i s  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  s e x u a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  
d i s e a s e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  I t  f a r  o u t  n u m b e r s  g o n o r r h e a ,  s y p h i l i s ,  
e t c e t e r a .  C h l a m y d i a  i n f e c t i o n s  i n  w o ma n  c a n  l e a d  t o  s e r i o u s  
s e q u e l l a e  i n c l u d i n g  p e l v i c  i n f l a m m a t o r y  d i s e a s e  w i t h  r e s u l t a n t  
i n f e r t i l i t y  a n d  m u c h  i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  i n  e c t o p i c  p r e g n a n c y .  O t h e r  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  p r e g n a n c y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  p r e t e r m  l a b o r  a n d  
n e o n a t a l  d i s e a s e .  C h l a m y d i a l  i n f e c t i o n s  a r e  u s u a l l y  a s y m p t o m a t i c  
a n d  w h e n  s y m p t o m s  a r e  p r e s e n t  t h e y  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  m i l d  a n d  
n o n s p e c i f i c .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  y o u  c a n n o t  t e l l  t h a t  a  p a t i e n t ’ h a s  

* c h l a m y d i a  o n  c l i n i c a l  g r o u n d s  a l o n e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p a u c i t y  o f  
s y m p t o m s  a n d  s e r i o u s  s i d e  e f f e c t s  o f  u n d e t e c t e d  i n f e c t i o n s  t h e r e  
h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  n u m e r o u s  t e s t s  f o r  d i a g n o s i s .  I  f e e l  i t  i s  a  
d i s s e r v i c e  t o  o u r  p a t i e n t s  a t  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  t o  n o t  t e s t  
r o u t i n e l y  f o r  c h l a m y d i a .  T h i s  i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  f u n d i n g  f o r  
t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  n u m b e r s  o f  p a t i e n t s  t h a t  w o u l d  n e e d  t h i s  
s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  S e x u a l l y  T r a n s m i t t e d  D i s e a s e  
C l i n i c .  I  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  i n  s o m e  d e t a i l  w i t h  G a r y  B l e d s o e ,  t h e  
S e x u a l l y  T r a n s m i t t e d  D i s e a s e  C o o r d i n a t o r  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  my 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  t h a t  f u n d s  a r e  j u s t  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  I  h a v e ;  
l e a r n e d  t h a t  o t h e r  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  d o  h a v e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h i s  
v i t a l  s e r v i c e .  I  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  D r .  J o h n  M i d d a u g h ,  
S t a t e  E p i d e m i o l o g i s t ,  D r .  T e d  M a l a ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  W e n d y  T h o n ,  
t h e  N u r s e  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  F a m i l y  H e a l t h .
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I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  s c h e d u le  S e n a te  B i l l  2 6 9  f o r  a  
h e a r in g  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  a s  s o o n  a s  is  p o s s ib le .

T h is  l e g i s la t io n ,  w h i c h  t h e  S e n a te  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  i n t r o d u c e d  
a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f ,  p r o v id e s  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
H e a l t h  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  u s e  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  m e t h o d  a v a i l a b le  f o r  
t e s t i n g  o f  g o n o r r h e a  a n d  c h la m y d i a  a n d  t h a t  i t  s h a l l  m a k e  a v a i l a b le  
t o  o t h e r  t e s t i n g  a g e n c ie s  t h e  b e s t  t e s t i n g  m e t h o d s  a v a i l a b le  a s  w e l l .

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c u r r e n t l y  u s e s  a n  o u t d a t e d  t e s t i n g  m e t h o d  
a n d  i t  i s  o u r  i n t e n t  t h a t  i t  b e  r e p la c e d  w i t h  a  D N A  h y b r i d i z a t i o n  t e s t .  
T h e  la n g u a g e  i n  t h e  l e g i s la t i o n  w i l l  g iv e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  
t o  u s e  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  m e t h o d  a s  t e c h n o lo g y  c h a n g e s .

I  a p p r e c ia t e  y o u r  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e g i s la t i o n ,  

cc: S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P a t  C a r n e y  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o r g ia n a  L i n c o l n

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s ’ ' ' J 

S e n a te  B i l l  2 6 9

SENATOR ARLISS STURGULEWSKI, Chairman 
SENATOR PAUL FISCHER, Vice Chairman 
SENATOR SAM COTTEN 
SENATOR LYMAN HOFFMAN 
SENATOR CURT MENARD

Senate Committee on 
Health, Education and Social Services



S e ctio n a l A n a ly s is  
C S  for Senate B ill 269 

T e stin g  for Chlam ydia and G onorrhea

Section 1: Findings. This section establishes the reasons for 
providing a testing program for the detection of chlamydia and for 
the replacement of the out dated Thayer-Martin bacterial culture 
with the DNA hybridization test for the detecting of gonorrhea.

Section 2: Requires that the Health and Social Services 
Department begin testing for chlamydia by providing the DNA 
hybridization test through their regular system and specifying that 
they should, now and in the future, use the best and most current 
testing procedure available for the diagnosis of gonorrhea and 
ch lamydia.



NAME: C SSB^T69 (H eF )  ^
T IT L E : "AN ACT RELATING TO TESTING FOR CHLAMYDIA AND GONORRHEA* *

SPO NSO R(S ): HEALTH, EDUCATION 6 SOCIAL SERVICES

CURRENT STATUS: <H) HES STATUS DATE: 0 5 /1 9 /9 1
THEN F IN ,  RLS

H E A R IN G :(H ) HES FEB 06 0 8 :3 0  AM

0 4 /2 6 /9 1 1008 <S) READ THE F IR S T  T IME -  REFERRAL( S )
0 4 /2 6 /9 1 1008 <S) HES, THEN FINANCE
0 5 /0 8 /9 1 1 153 (S ) HES RPT CS 3DP SAME T IT L . '!
0 5 /0 8 /9 1 1 153 <S) F ISC AL NOTE TO SB 6 CS PUBLISHED (DHSS)
0 5 /1 7 /9 1 1388 (S ) F IN  RPT 5 DP (HES)CS
0 5 /1 7 /9 1 1388 <S) FN TO HES CS PUBLISHED (S .F IN /D H S S )
0 5 /1 8 /9 1 1423 (S ) RULES TO CALENDAR 5 /1 8 /9 1
■05/1 8 /9 1 1436 (S ) • READ THE SECOND T IM E
0 5 /1 8 /9 1 1436 <S) HES CS ADOPTED IJNAN CONSENT
0 5 /1 8 /9 1 1436 <s> ADVANCED TO THIRD READING IJNAN CONSENT
0 5 /1 8 /9 1 1436 <s> READ THE THIRD TIME CSSB 2 6 9 (HES)
0 5 /1 8 /9 1 1436 <S) PASSED Y19 N - A1
0 5 /1 8 /9 1 1461 <s> TRANSMITTED TO <H>
0 5 /1 9 /9 1 1641 (H ) READ THE F IR ST  T IME -  REFERRAL(S )
0 5 /1 9 /9 1 1641 (1-1) HES, FINANCE
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T h e re  b e in g  n o  f u r t h e r  t e s t im o n y  on  t h e  m e a s u re , SENATOR COTTEN 
m oved a nd  a s k e d  u n a n im o u s  c o n s e n t  t o  p a s s  CSHB 88 ( H E S ) ( t i t l e  am) 
o u t  o f  t h e  S e n a te  HESS C o m m it te e  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s .  
H e a r in g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  i t  w as so  o r d e r e d .
#
N um be r 214 
#SB269
SB 2 6 9 , r e l a t i n g  t o  t e s t i n g  f o r  c h la m y d ia  a n d  g o n o r r h e a ,  w as  t h e  
n e x t  p ie c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h e  c o m m it te e  a d d r e s s e d .  V ICE -C HA IRM AN  
FISCHER n o te d  t h e  b i l l  w as  in t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  c o m m it te e .  KATHERINE 
A . KELLY , D r .  PH, C h ie f ,  S e c t io n  o f  L a b o r a t o r i e s ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  
P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  D e p a r tm e n t o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s ,  r e a d  a 
p o s i t i o n  s ta t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d :  " S .B ,  269  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t
c h la m y d ia  i s  a  d is e a s e  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  A la s k a  d u e  t o  i t s  lo n g  
t e r m  e f f e c t s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  dam age t o  n e w b o rn s .  I t  a l s o  o b s e r v e s  
t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m e th o d  o f  t e s t i n g  f o r  g o n o r r h e a  i s  u n r e l i a b l e  f o r  
u s e  i n  r u r a l  A la s k a ,  a n d  t h a t  m o re  e f f e c t i v e  t e c h n o lo g ie s  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  b i l l  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  new  m e th o d s ,  s u c h  
a s  DNA h y b r i d i z a t i o n ,  m ay b e  m o re  e x p e n s iv e ,  t h e y  a r e  m o re  c o s t  
e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  lo n g  r u n  b y  i d e n t i f y i n g  d is e a s e  a n d  r e d u c in g  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s .

"T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  s u p p o r t s  a  s t a t e w id e  
c h la m y d ia  p ro g ra m  a n d  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n o lo g ie s  s u c h  
a s  DNA h y b r i d i z a t i o n .  We f e e l  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  i t  i s  o u r  c h a rg e  t o  
p r o d u c e  a n d  u s e  t h e  b e s t  m e d ic a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  
a n d  c o n t r o l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o b le m s  s u c h  a s  c h la m y d ia  a n d  g o n o r r h e a .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  we r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  " b e s t  m e d ic a l  p r a c t i c e "  d i f f e r s  
b e tw e e n  u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  A la s k a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w hen  i t  com es t o  
l a b o r a t o r y  t e s t i n g .  T e s t s  w h ic h  may b e  r e l i a b l e  f o r  a  s p e c im e n ,  
w h ic h  i s  im m e d ia t e ly  h a n d  c a r r i e d  t o  o n e  o f  o u r  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
l a b o r a t o r i e s  i n  A n c h o ra g e ,  J u n e a u , o r  F a i r b a n k s ,  w i l l  n o t  g i v e  
v a l i d  r e s u l t s  f o r  a  s p e c im e n  m a i le d  f r o m  B a r r o w ,  K o d ia k ,  W r a n g e l l  
o r  e v e n  m o re  r e m o te  s i t e s .  New m e th o d s  f o r  s p e c im e n  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
a n d  a n a l y s i s  now  a l l o w s  u s  t o  p r o v id e  r a p i d  a n d  e x t r e m e ly  a c c u r a t e  
t e s t i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e ,  a n d  we a r e  e a g e r  t o  m ake  th e m  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  o u r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  a n d  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s .

"T h e  d i v i s i o n  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v id e s  o n l y  g o n o r r h e a  t e s t i n g  a n d  n o  
c h la m y d ia  t e s t i n g .  I n  o r d e r  t o  im p ro v e  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  g o n o r r h e a  
t e s t s  f r o m  r u r a l  s i t e s  a n d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s t a t e w id e  c h la m y d ia  
t e s t i n g ,  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d in g  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y .  F rom  p r e v io u s  
s t a t i s t i c s ,  we e s t im a t e  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w i l l  p e r f o r m  
a p p r o x im a t e ly  4 8 ,0 0 0  g o n o r r h e a  a nd  2 4 ,0 0 0  c h la m y d ia  t e s t s  i n  a 
y e a r .  T he  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e  i s  t h a t  m a le s  c a n  b e  d ia g n o s e d  b y  
s ym p tom s  m o re  o f t e n  t h a n  fe m a le s .  T h e  c o s t  f o r  t h e s e  t e s t s  i s  
$ 2 8 8 ,8 0 0 .

"T h e  d i v i s i o n  s u p p o r t s  SB 2 6 9 ' s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  c h la m y d ia  a s  a n  
im p o r t a n t  h e a l t h  p r o b le m ,  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s t a t e  o f  t h e  a r t  
t e c h n o lo g y  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  c o n t r o l  t h i s  d is e a s e .  A la s k a 's  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  s h o u ld  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  t e s t s  
a n d  t r e a tm e n t  i n - o r d e r  t o  c o n d u c t  an  e f f i c i e n t  c h la m y d ia / g o n o r r h e a

SENATE HESS - 5 -  MAY 7 , 1991

se.na.He Hess
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V ICE -C HA IRM AN  F ISCHER a s k e d  i f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  p r o v id e s  a n y  
f u n d in g  f o r  t h e  t e s t i n g  o f  c h la m y d ia .  DR. KELLEY e x p la in e d  t h a t  
t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t ,  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  h a s  b e e n  n o n s u p p o r t i v e  o f  
c h la m y d ia  t e s t i n g .  T h e  p r o b le m  w as t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  c h la m y d ia  
a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s e x u a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  d is e a s e  e c l i p s e d  a b o u t  t h e  
sam e t im e  o f  A ID S  a n d  m o s t o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  m oney  w as d ra w n  t o  t h e  
A ID S  P ro g ra m  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u p p o r t i n g  c h la m y d ia .  She n o te d  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  G o n o r r h e a  
T e s t i n g  P ro g ra m  a n d  t h a t  d o e s  h e lp  w i t h  w h a t  t h e  s t a t e  i s  p r e s e n t l y  
s p e n d in g  w h ic h  a r e  a b o u t  $55  th o u s a n d .  V ic e -C h a irm a n  F is c h e r  a s k e d  
who d o e s  t h e  c u l t u r e s .  D r .  K e l l e y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  d o c t o r s  t a k e  
s a m p le s  i n  OBGYN p r a c t i c e s ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e s ,  n u r s e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  a n d  c o m m u n ity  h e a l t h  a id s ,  a l l  c o l l e c t  s a m p le s  f o r  
g o n o r r h e a  a n d  w o u ld  d o  s o  f o r  c h la m y d ia  t e s t i n g .  V ic e -C h a irm a n  
F is c h e r  a s k e d  i f  s c h o o l  n u r s e s  w o u ld  t a k e  s a m p le s .  D r .  K e l l e y  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  n u r s e s  w o u l d n ' t  t a k e  s a m p le s .

N um be r 294

SENATOR MENARD a s k e d  w hy  a s c h o o l  n u r s e  w o u l d n ' t  t a k e  s a m p le s .  DR. 
KELLEY s a id  i f  t h e r e  a r e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  s c h o o ls  w ho  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  
a b o u t  i n f e c t i o n  o r  h a v e  s y m p to m s , t h e y  w o u ld  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a 
c o m m u n ity  h e a l t h  c l i n i c .  S e n a to r  M e n a rd  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  a r e  
c o m m u n ity  h e a l t h  c e n t e r s  i n  a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e s  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  D r .  
K e l l e y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e n t e r s  i n  m o s t o f  t h e  a r e a s .

V ICE -C HA IRM AN  F ISCHER q u e s t io n e d  w h a t  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t 's  p r o p o s e d  
c o m m it te e  s u b s t i t u t e  d o e s .  DR. KELLEY s a id  t h e  p r e s e n t  p ie c e  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t i e s  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  t o  a  t e c h n o lo g y ,  DNA 
h y b r i d i z a t i o n  t e c h n o lo g y ,  a n d  b i o  t e c h n o lo g y ,  a n d  i s  a m o v in g  
t a r g e t  a s  e v e r y  y e a r  new  a n d  b e t t e r  w a ys  t o  t e s t  a r e  p u t  o n  t h e  
m a r k e t .  She s a id  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  w a s . c o n c e rn e d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  w e re  
t i e d  t o  a  s p e c i f i c  t e s t i n g  m e th o d , i n  tw o  y e a r s  t h a t  m ay n o t  b e  t h e  
b e s t  m e th o d  o r  b e s t  m e d ic a l  p r a c t i c e .  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  w o u ld  p r e f e r  
la n g u a g e  t h a t  s a y s  t h e y  s h o u ld  b e  u s in g  t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  m e th o d s . 
She s u g g e s te d  d e l e t i n g  on  l i n e s  12 a n d  1 3 , p a g e  2 .

N um be r 347

SENATOR COTTEN m oved  f o r  t h e  a d o p t io n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c o m m it te e  
s u b s t i t u t e .  H e a r in g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  i t  w as so  o r d e r e d .

V ICE -C HA IRM AN  FISCHER n o te d  t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  m e th o d  c o u ld  becom e 
v e r y  e x p e n s iv e  a n d  s u g g e s te d  w o r d in g  s u c h  a s ,  "T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  
c o n s id e r  t h e  b e s t  c u r r e n t  m e th o d . "  He a s k e d  i f  t h e  t e s t s  a r e  
e x p e n s iv e .  DR. KELLEY e x p la in e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  t e s t s  a t  a 
w id e  r a n g e  o f  c o s t .  I f  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  w e re  t o  g o  t o  
$ 100  d o l l a r  t e s t s ,  t h e y  w o u ld  d e f i n i t e l y  h a v e  t o  come b e f o r e  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r -  a n  in c r e m e n t .  She  s a id  t h e r e  i s  some c o n t r o l

s c re e n in g  program .
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t h r o u g h  t h e  b u d g e t  p r o c e s s .  D r .  K e l l e y  s a id  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  i s  h e ld  
t o  t h e  b e s t  a n d  s t a n d a r d  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  a r e  t o  u s e  o n l y  t h o s e  t e s t s  
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  w e l l  d o c u m e n te d  t o  w o r k .

SENATOR COTTEN m oved  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n im o u s  c o n s e n t  t o  m ake  an  
am endm en t o n  p a g e  2 ,  l i n e  1 1 , d e le t e  DNA h y b r i d i z a t i o n  t e s t i n g  a n d  
i n s e r t  " t h e  b e s t  c u r r e n t  t e s t i n g  m e th o d  a v a i l a b l e , "  a n d  d e le t e  
l i n e s  12 a n d  1 3 . I t  w o u ld  t h e n  r e a d ,  "T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  m ake 
a v a i l a b l e  o n  a s t a t e w id e  b a s is  t h e  b e s t  c u r r e n t  t e s t i n g  m e th o d  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  d e t e c t  g o n o r r h e a  a n d  c h la m y d ia . "  SENATOR MENARD 
s u g g e s te d  m a k in g  i t  a c o n c e p tu a l  am endm en t.

N um be r 419

V ICE -C HA IRM AN  F ISCHER a s k e d  i f  t h e  t e s t s  a r e  d o n e  i n  s t a t e  
l a b o r a t o r i e s .  DR. KELLEY i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  a r e .  V ic e -C h a irm a n  
F is c h e r  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n e e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  l a b o r a t o r y  
s t a f f i n g .  D r.. K e l l e y  e x p la in e d  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  n e e d  
f o r  s t a f f i n g  b u t  t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  v e r y  a u to m a te d .  One p e r s o n  c a n  r u n  
o v e r  200  t e s t s ,  p e r  d a y ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r  e q u ip m e n t  a n d  k i t s .  She 
n o te d  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  in c r e a s e d  m a i l i n g  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  
s h ip p in g  o f  t h e  k i t s .  T h e  k i t s  a r e  a p p r o x im a t e ly  $ 4 .0 0  p e r  k i t .  
V ic e -C h a irm a n  F is c h e r  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  l a b o r a t o r i e s  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  t h a t  d o  t e s t i n g .  D r .  K e l l e y  s a id  i t  i s  h e r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  
t h a t  Humana H o s p i t a l  h a s  a l r e a d y  u n d e r ta k e n  t h e  t e s t s .  M o s t o f  t h e  
o t h e r  c h la m y d ia  t e s t i n g  t h a t  i s  b e in g  d o n e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i s  s e n t  t o  
S e a t t l e .

N um ber 436

CHRISTY GARRETT, l e g i s l a t i v e  s t a f f  t o  S e n a to r  F r e d  Z h a r o f f ,  s a id  
t h e  f u n d in g  i s  p r e s e n t l y  i n  t h e  S e n a te  b u d g e t .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  t h e  
p a s t ,  w hen  t h e  b u d g e t  h a s  b e e n  s u b m i t t e d ,  t h e  f u n d in g  h a s  b e e n  
d e le t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s .  She  s a id  s h e  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  
t h e  f u n d in g  w i l l  s t a y  i n  t h e  b u d g e t .  F u n d in g  f o r  t h e  p r o g ra m  i s  
o b v io u s l y  m o re  t h a n  i t  w o u ld  b e  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  G o n o r r h e a  P ro g ra m . 
I n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f r o m  r u r a l  a r e a 3 , t h a t  
c h la m y d ia  t e s t i n g  i s  v e r y  m uch n e e d e d . M s . G a r r e t  s a id  w hen  s h e  
s p o k e  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  S e c t i o n  o f  
E p id e m io lo g y ,  t h e y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  t e s t  f o r  g o n o r r h e a  
i s  n o t  a s  e f f e c t i v e  a s  i t  c o u ld  b e  a n d  t h a t  b y  u s in g  t h e  DNA 
h y b r i d i z a t i o n  t e s t ,  t h e y  c o u ld  g e t  a b e t t e r  t e s t  f o r  g o n o r r h e a  a n d  
c h la m y d ia  a t  t h e  sam e t im e .  She u r g e d  t h a t  t h e  f u n d in g  be  
m a in t a in e d  i n  t h e  b u d g e t .

SENATOR MENARD a s k e d  how  t h e  p ro g ra m  w o u ld  b e  im p le m e n te d  i f  h a l f  
o f  t h e  m oney w as a p p r o p r i a t e d .  DR. KELLEY s a id  i f  t h e  f u n d in g  was 
r e d u c e d ,  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  w o u ld  r e d u c e  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  p r o g ra m  so  
i t  w o u ld  o n l y  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t 's  own p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  c l i n i c s .

V ICE -CHA IRM AN  F ISCHER a s k e d  how  m uch w as s p e n t  l a s t  y e a r .  DR. 
KELLEY s a id  n o t h i n g  w as s p e n t  f o r  c h la m y d ia ,  a n d  f o r  g o n o r r h e a
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a p p r o x im a t e ly  $55 th o u s a n d  w as s p e n t  i n  s t a t e  d o l l a r s  a n d  a n o th e r  
$50  th o u s a n d  t o  $80 th o u s a n d  i n  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .  S he  n o te d  t h a t  t h e  
c u l t u r e s  a r e  l i v e  o r g a n is m s  t r a n s p o r t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  U .S .  m a i l .  
S o m e tim e s  t h e  c u l t u r e s  f r o m  r u r a l  a r e a s  d i e ,  d u e  t o  b a d  w e a t h e r ,  
e t c . ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  g e t  t o  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y .  M any t im e s  t h e  t e s t i n g  
n e e d s  t o  b e  d o n e  a g a in . ,  T he  new  t e c h n o lo g y  d o e s n ' t  r e q u i r e  l i v e  
o r g a n is m s  a n d  t h e  s a m p le s  a r e  g o o d  f o r  o v e r  a w e e k  r e g a r d le s s  o f  
t e m p e r a t u r e ,  e t c .

N um be r 507

T h e re  b e in g  n o  f u r t h e r  p u b l i c  t e s t im o n y ,  V ICE -C HA IRM AN  c lo s e d  t h e  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  SENATOR MENARD m oved  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n im o u s  c o n s e n t  
t o  m ove  CSSB 269 (H E S ) , o u t  o f  c o m m it te e  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e c o m m e n d a t io n s .  T h e re  b e in g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e  m o t io n  c a r r i e d .
#
N um be r 512 
#SB139
T he  l a s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s in e s s  t o  com e b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m it te e  m em be rs  was 
SB 1 3 9 , r e l a t i n g  t o  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  a n d  p a r e n t i n g  e d u c a t io n .  
SENATOR JONES, s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  m e a s u re , s a id  t h a t  t h e  J o i n t  
C o m m it te e  on  S c h o o l P e r fo rm a n c e  w as e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t o  e x a m in e  a n d  re com m end  a r e a s  t h a t  w a r r a n te d  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a t t e n t i o n .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e 's  o v e r a l l  g o a l  i s  t o  f i n d  w a ys  t o  im p ro v e  
s c h o o l  p e r f o rm a n c e  i n  A la s k a .  One o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  a r e a s  i d e n t i f i e d  
w as e a r l y  p a r e n t i n g  e d u c a t io n .  He s a id  t h e r e  w as t e s t im o n y  
r e g a r d in g  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  a n d  p a r e n t i n g  e d u c a t io n  
w h ic h  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  c h i l d ' s  f u t u r e  l e a r n i n g  p o t e n t i a l .  S e n a to r  
J o n e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a c h ie v e m e n t  t e s t s  a n d  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
A la s k a  d o e s  f a i r l y  w e l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  some a re a s  t h a t  d o  b r i n g  u p  
c o n c e r n .  T h e  c o m m it te e  fo u n d  t h a t  a  c o o r d in a t e d  a p p ro a c h  f o r  
i n c r e a s i n g  s c h o o l  p e r f o rm a n c e  i s  a c r i t i c a l  n e e d . We m u s t g o  
b e y o n d  c o n v e n t io n a l  q u e s t io n s  t o  i d e n t i f y  s o c i a l  h e lp  a n d  b o d i l y  
r e l a t e d  p r o b le m s  t h a t  e x i s t  i n  A la s k a .  He s a id  m o re  a t t e n t i o n  
s h o u ld  b e  g iv e n  t o  b e t t e r  p r e - s c h o o l i n g ,  c h i l d  c a r e ,  a n d  p a r e n t i n g  
e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m .

S e n a to r  J o n e s  s a id  SB 139  a t t e m p t s  t o  s e t  i n t o  p la c e  s t a n d a r d s  b y  
w h ic h  a l l  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  p ro g ra m s  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  He s a id  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  t h e r e  i s  a p ro p o s e d  
c o m m it te e  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  r e v ie w  w h ic h  re com m end s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m it te e  
w o u ld  b e  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  a n d  n o t  u n d e r  C o m m u n ity  a n d  R e g io n a l  
A f f a i r s .

SENATOR JONES d is c u s s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o m m it te e  m em bers  
p a c k e t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s t a t e w id e  p la n  a n d  w r i t t e n  q u e s t io n s  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p la n .  He u r g e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e  p a s s e d .

N um be r 564

W IL L IE  ANDERSON, N E A -A la s k a , t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  f o r  a n u m b e r
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3601 C StTMt, Suit* 576, P.O. Box 24-0249, Anchorag*, AlaaVt 99524-0249 (907) 561-4406 Bulletin No. a April 29. 1991 ,

1990 Annual Infectious Disease Report 
Number of Cases by Region

•
Sou thee at Southcentral Northern Total

1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 1989

AIDS 2 0 14 15 0 3 16 18
Amoeba 1 0 2 3 1 0 4 3
Anthrax 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Botulism 0 0 6 4 2 1 8 5
Botulism -  infant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
BniccUoaii 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Campylobacter 20 22 58 36 5 4 83 62

Cholera 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Diphtheria 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dipbyliobothrium latum 0 0 3 1 0 0 3 1
Encephalitis 0 0 5 8 2 4 7 12
Encbicococcua 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Enterotoxigenic E . coli 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Giardia 48 33 110 108 14 15 172 156
Gonorrhea 27 20 1019 988 135 147 1181 1155
Hepatitia A 6 27 171 568 13 48 190 643
Hepatitia B 7 12 40 40 11 8 58 60
Hepatitia non-A non-B 2 3 4 5 3 1 9 9
Hepatitis unspecified 1 1 1 3 5 1 7 5



Legionnaire*' disease 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Leproey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Leptospirosis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Malaria 1 3 0 0 I 0 2 3
Meningitis -  aseptic 14 6 81 23 13 8 108 37
Meningitis •  hemophilus 3 7 12 9 4 8 19 24

Meningitis -  meningococcal 1 4 9 5 2 2 12 11
Meningitis -  unspecified bacterial 4 0 9 20 7 .6 20 26
Mumps . 1 1 4 1 1 0 6 2
Paralytic shellfish poisoning 3 0 13 0 0 0 16 0
Pertussis 6 1 12 0 0 0 18 1
Plague 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Polio 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Piitlacoiii 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Rabies (Animal) 0 0 11 46 15 25 26 71
Reyo syndrome 0 0 1 0 C 0 1 0
Rheumatic fever 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 2
Rubella 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Rubeola 45 1 20 0 15 0 80 1
Salmonella 6 8 89 46 12 16 107 70
Shigella 3 3 7 21 1 1 11 25
Smallpox 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Syphilis 6 2 14 19 7 2 27 23
Tetanus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Trichinosis 0 0 0 3 1 5 1 8
Tuberculosis 11 2 43 40 12 18 66 60
Tula re mi* 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 0
Typhoid 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Yellow Fever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Yersinia enterocolilica 2 3 13 5 0 1 15 9

Since only a portion o f  ell reportable illneues are reported, thcae figures represent trend a rather than actual incidence. More complete reporting 
o f  cites to the Diviaion o f  Public Health will result in more accurate autiitica. The above figures represent both military and civilian reporting. 

Total Population 1990:
Southeast 68 ,989
Southcentral 368 ,563
Northern 112,491
Total 550,043
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A  P R O P O S E D  IM P R O V E M E N T  O F  T H E  
A L A S K A  C H L A M Y D IA /G O N O R R H E A  T E S T IN G  P R O G R A M

Chlamydia and gonorrhea are known to causa significant acute morbidity and severe complications including pelvic 
inflammatory disease, ectopic pregnancy, pelvic abscess, peritonitis, disseminated gonococcal infection (arthritis, meningitis, 
endocarditis), newborn eye infections and pneumonia. Gonorrhea rates have ranged from 1310.5 per 100,000 in 1978 to 
216.1 per 100,000 in 1989 (5,394 and 1,155 cases, respectively). Our knowledge of Chlamydia prevalence is based on 
several studies of varying duration; positivity rates of 7-2395 were found in the populations studied. A study involving 
family planning clinics in Anchorage and Bethel found that Alaska had the highest rate of chlamydia among participating 
Northwest clinics (Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington).

Currently, the State of Alaska usea Thayer-Martin bacterial cultures to diagnose gouorrheA. This is an outdated and 
inappropriate method. In ideal conditions, recovery rates of 90-95% are possible with cultures. However, adverse 
environmental conditions, complex collection procedures, long transportation lines, and other problems reduce the 
effectiveness of cultures to unacceptable levels. Until recently, effective laboratory tests to diagnose chlamydia have not 
been available. Limited testing has been done in special studies using research protocols in Bethel, Fairbanks, Juneau, and 
Ketchikan, Kotzebue, and Barrow,

New advances in medical technology (DNA hybridization) now provide a solution to the relative ineffectiveness of 
gonorrhea culturing and the first affordable tcrts to diagnose chlamydia statewide. Because this test is not adversely 
affected by environmental conditions and does nal require viable isolates, several major problems noted above are 
eliminated. This technology is highly specific and sensitive. Cases of gonorrhea undiagnosed due to culture failure would 
be largely eliminated and the subsequent disease complications avoided. This test ia also superior to other previously 
available but mote expensive chlamydia tests, The test also enables chlamydia and gonorrhea to be identified from a single 
clinical specimen.

Recommendations

1. Implement DNA hybridization tests to detect gonorrhea and chlamydia and eliminate use of cultures to 
diagnose gonorrhea.

2. Begin routine chlamydia screening in statv-sponsored STD and family planning clinics statewide.

Cost Estimate

12x4000/mo gononhea test x ($2.21-3.32) = $106,080 - 159,360 
12x2000/mo chlamydia test x ($3.75-4.32) = $90,000 - 103,680

Total supply costs (chlaruydia and gononhea) »  $196,080 - 263,040

These calculations assume a 20 % reduction in current levels of gononhea screening, and approximately one-half of the tests 
required for gononhea screening (female only) needed for chlamydia screening.

Summary

1. Current testa used do not meet community standards and will result in failure to diagnose preventable disease.

2. Shifting to a new test system will cost more.

3. Adoption of tho new test will improve gononhea conn... .md will enable for ,he first time a statewide program
to control chlamydia infection.

January 1991
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A p r i l  2 6 ,  1991 SENATE JOURNAL p .  1008
SB 269

SENATE B IL L  NO- 2 69 b y  t h e  S e n a te  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t io n  and  
S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  C o m m it te e ,  e n t i t l e d :

"A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t e s t i n g  f o r  c h la m y d ia  a n d  
g o n o r r h e a . "

w as  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H e a l t h ,  
E d u c a t io n  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  C o m m it te e  a n d  t h e  F in a n c e  
C o m m it te e .

T h e   ̂ H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t io n  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  C o m m it te e  
c o n s id e r e d  SENATE B IL L  NO. 269 (A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t e s t i n g  
f o r  c h la m y d ia  a n d  g o n o r r h e a )  a n d  re co m m e n d e d  i t  b e  r e p la c e d  
w i t h

CS FOR SENATE B IL L  NO. 269  (HES)

a n d  d o  p a s s  T he  r e p o r t  w as s ig n e d  b y  S e n a to r  F i s c h e r ,  
V i c e - C h a i r ,  a n d  c o n c u r r e d  i n  b y  S e n a to r s  G o t t e n  a n d  M e n a rd .

F i s c a l  n o t e  f o r  SENATE B IL L  NO. 269  a n d  t h e  C o m m it te e  
S u b s t i t u t e  p u b l i s h e d  t o d a y  f r o m  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a nd  
S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s .

SENATE B IL L  NO. 269 w as r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e .

M ay 1 7 , 1 9 9 1  SENATE JOURNAL p .  1388

T h e  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e  c o n s id e r e d  SENATE B IL L  NO. 269  (A n  A c t  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t e s t i n g  f o r  c h la m y d ia  a n d  g o n o r r h e a )  a n d  a 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m it te e  re c om m ende d  t h e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t io n  
a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  C o m m it te e  S u b s t i t u t e  o f f e r e d  o n  p a g e  
1153  b e  a d o p te d  a n d  d o  p a s s .  T h e  r e p o r t  w as s ig n e d  b y  
S e n a to r s  P o u r c h o t  a n d  K e r t t u l a ,  C o - C h a i r s ,  a n d  c o n c u r r e d  i n  
b y  S e n a to r s  A dam s, S h u l t z  a n d  U e h l i n g .

F i s c a l  n o t e  f o r  t h e  C o m m it te e  S u b s t i t u t e  p u b l i s h e d  t o d a y  
f r o m  S e n a te  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e .

M ay 8 ,  1 9 9 1 SENATE JOURNAL p .  1153
SB 269

SB 269

SENATE B IL L  NO. 269  w as r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u le s  C o m m it te e .
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