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SBioa (Finance): "An Act relating to hepatitis B vaccinations
for Law enforcement officers and emergency
medical services providers."

Hepatitis B is second in importance only to tobacco as a known

human carcinogen. Hundreds of millions of people are chronically
infected with the virus and face an elevated risk of acquiring

liver cancer. Many chronic carriers appear healthy but can still
transm it the virus through close contact and start the cycle of
disease anew.

The Journal of Infectious Diseases reports "Yupik Eskimos of
southwestern Alaska have the highest known prevalence of hepatitis
B virus infection of any general population in the United States."

The high cost of the vaccine (approximately sioo0 each) prevents
universal vaccination but we can, and must, protect those at
highest risk of infection. Those are the individuals that will
benefit from the provisions of the b ill before you.

A recent directive from OSHA mandates testing and vaccination
programs for health care employees "at substantial risk."
Currently that OSHA directive 1Is being interpreted as paid
employees odly.

SB 194 puts into law the OSHA mandate and extends coverage to
volunteers. Clearly all emergency responders are at the same risk
independent of their paid or volunteer status.

Section (a”: The Department of Health and Social Services is to
provide the testing and vaccination program for all volunteers
outside of municipalities who have assumed health powers.

Section (b); Municipalities with health powers will provide the
program for all law enforcement officers and volunteer or paid
emergency medical and rescue personnel.

Section (c): The Department of Public Safety w ill make the same
testing and vaccination program available to all state troopers.

| appreciate your support of this legislation.



COMPARISON OF HB230 AND SB194:

HB 230: “An Act relating to hepatitis B testing and vaccinations
for volunteer emergency personnel”

Sponsor: Kuhina

HESS: Passed out on o4-05-91
&6 DP 1 NR

Section (a) of CSSSSBiga (Fin) is the same as section (a) of

the House version. It requires that the Dept, of Health and Social
Services provide a hepatitis B testing and vaccination program to
all volunteer emergency medical and rescue personnel in the state
who work in unincorporated communities or in municipalities who do
not have health powers.

Section (b) of the Senate b ill expands the required testing and
immunization program to include law enforcement officers and all
volunteer or employed emergency medical and rescue personnel who
provide service to the public within a municipality who has
assumed health powers,

Section (c) of the Senateb ill requires the Dept, of Public Safety
to establish a testing and vaccination program for statetroopers.

Section (d) of the Senateb ill provides definitions. The
definitions for "emergency medical and rescue personnel” and
"volunteer" are taken directly from the House version of the bill.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 230 HEPATITIS B TESTING AND VACCINATIONS

"An Act relating to hepatitis B testing and vaccinations for volunteer emergency personnel; and providing for
an effective date.”
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Requester. Senate HES
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Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants, Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0
CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
REVENUE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
General Funds 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0
Federal Funds
Other
TOTAL 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0
POSITIONS
Full-Time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-Time « 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (attach asgparate pece if necessary)

See Attached

Prepared By Peter N. Nakamura, MD, M PH
Division: PUBLIC HEALTH

Approved By Gomrissiarer: Theodore Mala, MD, MPH
Agercy. HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES
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CS for SS Senate B ill 194

Estimating the cost of screening and vaccinating emergency medica
services providers who do not reside in amunicipality that has the
power to establish a program of hepatitis B testing and
vaccination, is difficult. According to the Alaska Department of
Public Safety, there are 258 uniformed State Troopers, plus another
s2 uniformed court officers, and 125 village public safety officers
(VPSO's). Under recent OSHA requirements, if these people come
into contact with blood or other body fluids in the emergency
patient care setting at least once a month, then their employer
would be required to provide hepatitis B testing and vaccination.
We also estimate that there are about soo volunteer EMT's and
rescue opersonnel outside incorporated cities and boroughs in
Alaska. Also, without doing a statewide survey, we cannot estimate

how many of these people already have been vaccinated.
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Title: "An Act relating to Hepatitis B BRU: Alaska State Troopers
vacci nations Component: Detachments
Sponsor: Senator Menard
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EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (Inflation not Included)
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PERSONAL SERVICES
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EQUIPMENT
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GRANTS, CLAIMS
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TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
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No fiscal impact upon the Alaska State Troopers is anticipated.
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