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Date Referred: April 22, 1991 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance

Date of Committee Action: H 1ij31.
The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: SB 132
SENATE BILL NO. 132 LENGTH OF SCHOOL TERM

"An Act relating to the school term."
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THE NEXT ORDER CH BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
WAS SB 132, RELATING TO THE LENGTH OF TFE SCHOOL TERM*
SANDY  NUSBAUM, LEGISLATIVE STAFF TO SENATOR PAUL FISCHER,
READ A STATEMENT INTO THE RECORD:

"AS YOU ARE AWARE, THIS SUBJECT HAS BEEN BEFORE THE
LEGISLATURE AND JUST LAST SESSION* IT PASSED BOTH BODIES OF
THE LEGISLATURE, HOWEVER, IT WAS VETOED BY FORMER GOVERNOR
COWPER* | BELIEVE A COPY OF HIS VETO MESSAGE IS PROVIDED
FOR YOUR COMMITTEE FILES* SENATE BILL 132 IS IDENTICAL TO
THE VERSION THAT WAS VETOED.

“CERTAIN CHILDREN IN THE STATE PRESENTLY RECEIVE LESS THAN
THE STANDARD 180 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION THAT IS MANDATED BY
LAW. SOME OF THESE ABSENCES ARE ATTRIBUTED TO SUBSISTENCE
LIFESTYLES OF PARENTS DURING HUNTING AND FISHING PERIODS, AS
WELL AS COMMERCIAL FISHING OPENINGS. IN TURN, CHILDREN LOSE
VALUABLE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AND SCHOOLS JUST INDICATE
THE CHILDREN AS BEING ABSENT. THIS LEGISLATION SIMPLY GIVES
A LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD THE DISCRETION TO ADJUST THE SCHOOL DAY
TO ACCOMMODATE THE DIFFERENT LIFESTYLE NEEDS AND ALLOWS FOR
OTHER SITUATIONS THAT MIGHT CAUSE A CLOSURE OF A SCHOOL.

"CURRENT LAW PRESENTLY ALLOWS FOR ADJUSTMENTS OF THE SCHOOL
TERM FOR CORRECTION OF ASBESTOS PROBLEMS. OTHER CONDITIONS
THAT MAY OCCUR TO FORCE A CLOSURE WOULD BE FROZEN PIPES,
FLOODING, OR VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS AS WAS EXPERIENCED ON THE
KENAI PENINSULA JUST LAST YEAR.

“THE COMMISSIONER CURRENTLY- - HAS- THE— AUTHORITY -TO APPROVE
EMERGENCY CLOSURE DAYS BUT DOES NOT PRESENTLY HAVE THE
AUTHORITY TO AUTHORIZE DISTRICTS TO MAKE UP MISSED DAYS BY
EXTENDING THE NUMBER OF HOURS IN A SCHOOL DAY.
ADDITIONALLY, THE LEGISLATION ADDS LANGUAGE THAT STATES THAT
THE SCHOOL BOARD MUST EXHAUST THAT WOULD HAVE ALLOWED

RETENTION OF 180 DAY SCHOOL TERM.™

MS* NUSBAUM NOTED THAT KENAI DID EXTEND THE SCHOOL DAY A
COUPLE OF TIMES LAST YEAR TO ACCOMMODATE THE PROBLEMS THEY
HAD WHEN THEY HAD TO CLOSE BECAUSE OF THE VOLCANIC
ERUPTIONS. SHE INDICATED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
WAS IN SUPPORT OF THE LEGISLATION LAST YEAR AND THERE HASN'T
BEEN AN INDICATION WHETHER THEY SUPPORT IT PRESENTLY.

CHAIRMAN STURGULEWSKI NOTED THERE WAS A ZERO FISCAL NOTE.

THERE BEING NO PUBLIC TESTIMONY, CHAIRMAN STURGULEWSKI
CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING. SENATOR GOTTEN MOVED AND ASKED
UNANIMOUS CONSENT THAT SB 132 BE PASSED OUT OF THE SENATE
HESS COMMITTEE. HEARING NO OBJECTION, IT WAS SO ORDERED.
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