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MEMORANDUWM
TO: Representatives Georgianna Lincoln and Pat Carney, co-chairs
House Health, Educationdimd Social Services Committee
FROM: Rep. Johnny Ellis, Chair_,-
House Rules Committee
RE: Scheduling Adolescent Parent and Teen Pregnancy bills
DATE: April 26, 1991

Thank you for scheduling House Bills 253, 254 and 255, as well as House Concurrent Resolution
24 for a hearing before your committee. lam presenting these as a package from the 1990 Alaska
Adolescent Parent and Teen Pregnancy Task Force. As Co-Chair of the Task Force, Istudied the
complex problem of adolescent pregnancy inAlaska and looked for ways to reduce the incidence
of teen pregnancy and its social and economic effects. Representative Cheri Davis was amember
of the task force and is the sponsor of three additional billswhich will come toyour committee.

The amount of teen pregnancies in Alaska is troubling:

Three teens give birth to babies every day inAlaska.
Alaska was ranked 7th in the nation for the percent of teen pregnancies per capita.

Below isa summary of the legislation.

HCR 24 A resolution requesting the University of Alaska to compile information relating to
adolescent pregnancy and parenthood and its social and economic effects.

1B 253 Expands the education and training program to open up the current training for
employees of licensed day care centers, to include employees of unlicensed day care
center: " *well as parents.

1B 254 Requ the Dept, of Health & Social Services to provide for case management for
adolescent parents and pregnant adolescents who are not eligible for similar services
under Medicaid.

HB 255 Requires the Dept, of Health & Social Services to provide support to encourage
school districts and municipalities to implement peer counseling groups.

I hope you will share inmy support for this legislation.
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A d O I e Sce n t Last year, Senator Drue Pearce and Rep. Johnny Ellis
- were Co-Chairs of Alaska 3 Adolescent Parent and
Pregnancy Bills

Teen Pregancy Task Force. Together they studied

B the complex problem of adolescent pregnancy in
y Alaska and looked forways to reduce the incidence

Rep JOh nny EII'S of teen pregnancy and its social and economic

effects. The statistics of teen pregnancy are startling.
Three teens give birth to babies every day inAlaska.

Alaska was ranked 7th in the nation for the percent
of teen pregnancies per capita.

The members of the task force recognize that the
situation of teen pregnancy 1is neither new nor
unique to Alaska, and that solutions are not readily
available. We also recognize that family and cultural

values are important and should be preserved to the
greatest extent possible.

When one considers that federal, state, and locai
governments pay more than $51 million dollars a
year to support needy families of Alaska mothers
who had childrenwhen theywere teenagers, the cost
ofimplementing the legislationrecommended by the
task force seems miniscule in comparison.

House & Senate Companion Legislation

>SB 169 == 11B 254 by Ellis « Case Management sen*ices*"

SB 170 =<HB 243 By C. Davis = Teen Pregnancy Prevention
SB 171

SB 172

MB 273 by Ellis = Training for Child Care V

11B .255 by Ellis = Peer Counseling Progratij/Teen Health
SB 173 ““HB 241 by C. Davis = Grants to schools for day care
SB 174 < (no companion) State Aid for School Health Clinics

SB 175 - HB 242 by C. Davis = Teen Health Care Sendees
SB 176 = HB 7 by Boyer < Public School Health & Safety Education
SCR 15 =

I1ICR 24 toy Ellis = Researc h Reports on TeenlPregnancy

SCR 16 (no companion) = Teen focus by children/youth commission

House Bills sponsored by Reps. Ellis, Boyer, C. Davis

All Senate Bills sponsored by Sen. Pearce



RECOMMENDATION:

Develop a report on the costs of supporting adolescents and their

offspring as <compared to the <costs of preventing adolescent
pregnancies.

Issue

Both the causes and effects of adolescent pregnancy and parenting
are complex and far reaching. The state must examine not only the
costs of preventing adolescent pregnancy and supporting adolescent
parents, but must also examine the costs of not preventing these
pregnancies and the generational cycle of poverty thus created.

Implementation

1 Request that the Institute of Social and Economic Research
(ISER) establish and maintain a body of statistical information
assessing the costs to the state of adolescent pregnancies 1in
Alaska compared to the estimated <cost of preventing these

pregnancies and of promoting healthy Jlife-styles in existent
adolescent parent families.

2) Request that |ISER prepare an 1initial report which projects
comparative financial costs and social implications into the next
century (at least a 10 year projection). Data should be maintained
in such a way as to allow for the timely update of reports.

Cost

ISER estimates that the cost of this report would be approximately
$75,000.

Benefits

The development of a comparative costs report would: 1) provide
justification for state expenditures; 2) provide standards for the
measurement of program effectiveness; and 3) provide data

for
public information and support of programs.

Tee-n Pregnancy PP&Jc "drce- Neco/r>/>n



o APUSE COMMITTEE REPOTI

Date Referred: April 3, 1991 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance
Date of Committee Action: os /rf5/Qi

The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HCR 24
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 24 RESEARCH REPORTS ON TEEN PREGNANCY

Requesting the University of Alaska to compile certain types of information relating to adolescent pregnancy
and parenthood.

RECOMMENDATIONS: [ ] the same title
be replaced with 1 Janew title

[ ] have attached amendments(s)
[ 1do pass

[ 1do not pass

[ 1 no recommendations

[ 1 individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):  (oepy APPROVES PREVIOUS: (DepUDale)
[ ] fiscal impact [ ] fiscal note(s)

[ 1 zero fiscal note [ ] zero fiscal note(s)

CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION BILL NO. HCR24
Revision Data: Department Affected:  University of Alaska

Title: Requesting the University of Alaska to compile certaintypes BRU. UAA Organized Research
of Information relating to adolscent pregnancy & parenthood  Component:
Sponsor:  Reps. Ellis, C. Davis and Ulmer

Requestor: Component Serial No.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FYO2 FY93 Fyo4 P/95 FY98 FY97
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL 75.0 75.0 75.0 750 75.0
SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND &STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 75.0 75.0 75.0 750

75.0

75.0 750
CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Doallars)

GENERAL FUND 75.0 75.0 75.0 75.0 75.0 75.0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL 75.0 75.0 75.0 75.0 75.0 75.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact:
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page If neoeesary.)

Cost to establish data bass and provide analysis for public policy review.

Prepared by: Marsha A. Hubbard Phone: 474-7593
Division: Statewide Budget Offic Date: 4/29/91
Approved by:

Agency: University of Alaska

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Roquestor, QMS, & Impacted Agency(lea).
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