


F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

P.O. Box 71250 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-12S0 (907) 452-2000

F e b r u a r y  1, 1991

R e o r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e  
PO B o x  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 98 11

De ar  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Navarre:

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  this o p p o r t u n i t y  to o f f e r  m y  s u p p o r t  for 
y o u r  eff or ts ,  t h r o u g h  H o u s e  Bill 35, t o  r e q u i r e  st robe l i g ht s on 
s c ho ol  b uses.

I a m  c u r r e n t l y  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o o r d i n a t o r  for t h e  F N S B  Scho ol  
District, a p o s i t i o n  I h a v e  h e l d  for t h e  p a s t  10 years. I h a v e  
a ls o b e e n  a m e m b e r  of t he A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t he 1985 and 1990 
C o n f e r e n c e s  on N a t i o n a l  M i n i m u m  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  s c h o o l  buses. In 
addition, I p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  A l a s k a  s c h oo l  
Bus D r i v e r  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  and the A l a s k a  E n h a n c e d  School Bus 
I n s p e c t i o n  Program.

O n e  of t h e  m a j o r  w a y s  to p r o t e c t  t h e  s c h o o l  b u s  and its 
p a s s e n g e r s  is to e n s u r e  t h a t  o t h e r  m o t o r i s t s  a re a wa re  of its 
presence. A  " s a f e t y  cu shion" a r o u n d  a s c h o o l  b u s  is c r e a t e d  b y  
t he u n i q u e  c o l o r  a n d  l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  a r e  p a r t  of e x i s t i n g  
s ch oo l b u s  st an da r d s .  T h i s  allows t h e  motorists, on the road the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  e x tr a pr ec au t i o n s ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  school 
c h i l d r e n  a r e  nearby. S t r o b e  lights, in t h e  s t o p  a r m  and on t h e  
roof, i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h i s  " s a f e t y  cushion".

We h a v e  u s e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  li ghts on t h e  t o p s  of ou r school b uses 
in F a i r b a n k s  for at l east 15 years. (They h a v e  b e e n  on so long 
that no o n e  r e m e m b e r s  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  f i r s t  required.) T h e y  are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  in t he d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  of darkness, 
snow, a nd i c e  fog in w h i c h  we o p e r a t e  in F a ir ba nk s . U n d e r  a d v e r se  
c o n d i t i o n s  d r i v e r s  are a wa re  of the s t r o b e  lo ng  b e f o r e  s e e i n g  the 
a c tu al  b u s  itself. T h i s  c an b e  a c r i t i c a l  s a f e t y  feature whe n 
v i s i b i l i t y  is r e d u c e d  to less th an  50 feet.

T h e  b e s t  m e a s u r e  o f  the u s e f u l n e s s  of s t r o b e s  t h a t  I can o f f e r  is 
t he p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  t h e i r  presence. T h u  s t r o b e s  a re so m u c h  a 
p a r t  of s c h o o l  b u s i n g  in Fa ir ba nk s t h a t  m o n i t o r i n g  for c o m p l i a n c e  
is not n ec e ss a r y .  T h e  p u b l i c  is so a c c u s t o m e d  to se eing strob es  
on our b u s e s  tha t m y  o f fi c e r e c ei ve s c o m p l a i n t s  w h e n  a bus



is r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h o u t  a strobe.

W e  h a v e  n o  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  s t r o b e  in t h e  s t o p  p a d d l e s  in 
F airbanks. H o w e ve r,  t h e y  w e r e  t e s t e d  as p a r t  of a p i l o t  p r o j e c t  
of the A l a s k a  S c h o o l  Bus S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  p r o v e d  e f f e c t i v e  
t h e r e  as well. I h a v e  o b s e r v e d  t h e m  o n  b u s e s  in t h e  Ke na i 
P e n i n s u l a  a r e a  an d found t he s t ro be s t o  b e  a g r e a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  
o v e r  s t a n d a r d  p a d d l e  lights.

Y o u r  e f f o r t s  to i n c r e a s e  th e " s a f e t y .c u s h i o n "  a r o u n d  o u r  school 
b u s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  u s e  of s t r o b e s  is s u p p o r t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in du s tr y.  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n c re as e  in s a f e t y  c e r t a i n l y  w a r r a n t s  t h e  s m a l l  a d d i t i o n a l  cost 
t o  the p r i c e  of an e n t i r e  s chool bus. Y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  r e t r o f i t  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u s e s  in t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  c r e a t e  an i m m e d i a t e  impact 
f or a r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  cost. S u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h  is f ar s u p e r i o r  to a 
s l o w  p h a s e - i n  o n  n e w  buses. In a d d i t i o n  to t h e  s e v e r a l  ye ar  d el ay  
in e q u i p p i n g  all  b u s e s  in t h e  state, t h e  e f f o r t  to r a i s e  p u b l i c  
a w a r e n e s s  w o u l d  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  by t h e  l a c k  of s t a n d a r d i 2ed 
e q u i p m e n t  b e t w e e n  buses.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  of safe, e f f e c t i v e  p u p i l  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Do n o t  h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  m e  if I c a n  b e  of any 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  y o u r  efforts.

Sincerely,

Bob S h e f c h i k
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r
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SCHOOL DISTRICT
Pupil Transportation 

• 3 5 8 0  East Tudor Road

Area Code 9 0 7  -  5 8 3 -3 0 2 2

FAX 9 0 7 -5 6 2 -3 9 5 7

February 4,1991
Representative Mike Navarre 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
FAX 465-2278

Dear Representative Navarre,

The Anchorage School District believes that the addition of red strobe lights to the 
stop arm and white strobe lights to the roof of school buses will enhance school bus 
safety. All buses in our District, as well as Contracted bus fleets, have been equipped 
with red strobe lights on the stop arm since September 1989. The addition of these 
strobe lights has significantly reduced the number of motorists who pass stopped 
school buses. We  also feel that the addition of roof mounted white strobe lights will 
further increase the visibility of school buses and increase the awareness of the 
presence of school buses with the general motoring public. Approximately 60% of 
the fleet have already been equipped with roof mounted strobe lights. The District 
made roof mounted strobe lights mandatory in our current transportation contracts. 
After the buses were delivered and began operating the Anchorage Police 
Department notified me that these lights were illegal and school bus drivers using 
the lights would be issued citations (see attached letter).

The Anchorage School District would support passage of House Bill 85 if the bill not 
only mandates installation of white roof mounted strobe lights, but also addresses 
use of the lights. I would also like to see an exception made on the location of the 
lights that are already installed. The Anchorage School District has almost fifty 
buses that have strobe lights mounted in the center of the roof.

Thank you for the interest that you have shown in school bus safety issues. If you 
need any additional information feci free to contact me at 563-3022.

Sincerely,

Steven Kalmes
Director of Transportation Services



ALASKA SCHOOL BUS SAFETY COMMITTEE

F e b r u a r y  5, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M1k e N a v a r r e  
P.O. Box V* R o o m  515 
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Sir?

The A l as ka  School Bus S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  s t r o n g l y  supports 
H o u s e  Bill 85, an a c t  requiring school bus st o p ar ms  with 
a l t e r n a t i n g  rad s t r o b e  lights and a! roof m o u n t e d  wh it e strobe 
light. The S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  has r e s e a r c h e d  and evaluated
a s p e ct s of both s t r o b e  light s y s t e m s  and found the m very
e f f e ct iv e  in th e v i s i b i l i t y  e nh an c e m e n t  of school buses during 
Alaska's i nc lement weather. Alas ka 's  u n i q u e  a nd varied weather 
c o nd it io ns  s e v e r e l y  limit v i s i b i l i t y  of sc hool buses during 
t heir most v u l n e r a b l e  period, the loading and unloading of 
s t u d e n t s ,

It is a l s o  I m p e r a t i v e  that the L e g i s l a t u r e  supp l y the
funding for t h e s e  projects. Currently, school districts
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  having t heir pupil transportation 
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  funds pror at ed  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of Education due 
to funding s ho rt  falls. Th e proposed b udget by the Governor 
suggests f u r th er  r ed u ct io ns  in pupil transportation 
r ei mb u r s e m e n t  funds. Ad ditionally, school bus operators 
t hr ou g h o u t  the S t a t e  a r e  suffering the e f fe ct s  of ex t ra o r d i n a r y  
high fuel costs w i t h  n o  relief f r o m  t h e s e  expenses. c would 
be u n fa ir  to a s k  e i t h e r  the Districts or Bus Op er at o rs  to 
sh ou ld er  the e x p e n s e  for t h e s e  items.

TFH/ec



O U T L I N E  F O R  H B  8 5

I. Purpose of H B  85

1 .  T o  m a n d a t e  t h e  in s t a l la t io n  o f  tw o r e d  s tr o b e s  o n  t h e  s to p  a r m , a n d  o n e  
w h it e  s tr o b e  to  t h e  r o o f  o f  e a c h  b u s  ( n o t  m o r e  t h a n  6  fe e t  fr o m  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  b u s ) .

2 . H B  8 5  creates  a  “ s a f e t y  c u s h i o n ”  a r o u n d  t h e  b u s ,  d u  • to t h e  in s t a l la t io n  o f  
t h is  s p e c ia l  a n d  h i g h l y  v is ib le  l i g h t in g  e q u ip m e n t .

3 . S t r o b e s  o n  t h e  r o o f  a n d  t h e  s to p  a r m  in c r e a s e  t h e  e ffe c t iv e n e s s  o f  th e  
“ s a f e t y  c u s h i o n ”  a n d  m a k e  t h e  p u b l ic  m o r e  a w a r e  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  a r e  i n  t h e  
im m e d ia t e  v ic in it y .

4 . A l l  m o d if ic a t io n s  w o u ld  b e  c o m p le t e d  b y  N o v e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 9 1 .

II. Support for H B  85

1 . B o b  S h e f c h ik ,  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  C o o r d in a t o r ,  F a ir b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  
S c h o o l  D is t r ic t .

2 . S t e v e n  K a lm e s ,  D ir e c t o r  o f  T r a n s p o t a t io n ,  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D is t r ic t

3 . T h o m a s  F .  H y a t t ,  A la s k a  S c h o o l  B u s  S a f e t y  C o m m it t e e

4 . D o n  O b e r g ,  P r e s id e n t ,  N E A - A l a s k a

5 . K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D is t r ic t

III. Anticipated Costs for H B  85

1 .  A  f is c a l n o t e  is  a t t a c h e d  to t h e  b i l l  p a c k e t . T h e  a m o u n t  is  $ 1 6 8 ,0 0 0 . T h e  
S t a t e  w il l  r e im b u r s e  for  i n i t i a l  in s t a l la t io n  (w it h  p r o p e r  d o c u m e n t a t io n  to D O E )  a t  
t h e  r a t e  o f  $ 1 7 5 / r o o f  m o u n t e d  str o be s  a n d  $ 15 0 / s t o p  a r m  s tr o b e s . T h e  i n i t ia l  
in s t a l la t io n  m u s t  b e  c o m p le t e d  b y  N o v e m b e r  1 , 1 9 9 1 .  T h e  e s t im a t e  w a s  d e r iv e d  
fr o m  S a h lb e r g  E q u i p m e n t  i n  A n c h o r a g e .

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE, REPRESENTATIVE FOSTER, PRESIDING
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K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

F E B R U A R Y  1, 1991

Representative M i k e  Navarre 

B o x  V

Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Representative Navarre:

T h e  Kenai Peninsula Borough School District supports the introduction of 

H B  85, making stop arm strobes and white strobes on the roof of the bus 

part of the standard bus equipment in our state. W e  feel both lights 

enhance the safety of student riders.

O u r  district has used the stop arm strobe for the past three years and 

because it has proven effective, it was specified as an equipment 

requirement in our current bus contracts. Other districts in the state are 

using the white roof strobe and it has proven effective.

W e  would request that the bill provide districts and contractors with 

reimbursement for the initial equipment expenses. It appears that D O E  

will be lacking in funds to reimburse school districts for school bus 

transportation next year and w e  would not want to see an additional 

expense to that fund that would reduce transportation reimbursement 

even further.

If I can be of further assistance, please let m e  know.

Sincerely,

Penny Little 

Transportation Coordinator

A N C H O R  POINT COOPfft L A N D I N G  INCtlSH B A T  H O M E R  H O P E  KENAI M O O S E  PASS N'KISKI NIKOIAEVSK

• j'K u r im p  n a a * «••<•••••• N M A A i i i t  r f i M W t i i  rrtM tvw * ••••«•»>• .  •



WALTER I. H lC K c t .  C o v f «

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N / 30LDBELT PLACE 
001 WEST 10TH STREET 
P.O. BOX F
JUNEAU. ALASKA 09811-0500OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

F e b r u a r y  27, 991

The H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  N a v a r r e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

P.O. B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Navarre:

Re: C S H B  8 5  ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ) "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  co strobe l i g h t  e q u i p m e n t  

r e q u i r e d  on a school bus; an d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  da t e , "

P u r s u a n t  to c o n v e r s a t i o n s  y e s t e r d a y  b e t w e e n  Tern A c k e r l y  of y o u r  s t a f f  an d  

R c m a y n e  K a r e e n  of m i n e ,  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  o f f e r s  the f o l l o w i n g  

c o m m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  CSH B  85 ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ):

1. T h e  i n t e n t  o f  this l e g i s l a t i o n  1s to r e q u i r e  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  p u b l i c  

school buses be r e t r o f i t t e d  w i t h  s t o p  arm a n d  r o o f  m o u n t e d  s t r o b e  

l i g h t s  by N o v e m b e r  1, 1991. F u n d s  w o u l d  be a p p r o p r i a t e d  to c o v e r  

th e  c o s t  of I n s t a l l a t i o n  of s t r o b e s  on school buses t h a t  a r e  n o t  

a l r e a d y  r e q u i r e d  by c o n t r a c t  to be so e q u i p p e d .  We a g r e e  w i t h  the 

I n t e n t  of the bill and s u p p o r t  a c c o m p a n y i n g  f u n d i n g  (the fiscal

2. An a l t e r n a t i v e  to the fiscal n o t e  w o u l d  be f o r  the d e p a r t m e n t  to 

r e i m b u r s e  d i s t r i c t s  a t  the rates s p e c i f i e d  in the bill u s i n g  the 

c u r r e n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  level. If this 1s the a l t e r n a t i v e  chosen by 

the L e g i s l a t u r e ,  the fiscal n o t e  s h o u l d  be z e r o e d  o u t  a n d  the 

l e g i s l a t i o n  passed.

3. We have n o  o b j e c t i o n  to the L e g i s l a t u r e  s p e c i f y i n g  t h a t  s tr o b e  

li g ht s  be Included in e q u i p m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the 

d e p a r t m e n t .  C u r r e n t  e q u i p m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  k n o w n as M i n i m u m  

S t a n d a r d s  for Al a s k a  School Buses, a r e  c o n t a i n e d  1n p u b l i c a t i o n s  

r e f e r e n c e d  in 4 A A C  27.110.

The d e p a r t m e n t  will be r e v i s i n g  the s t a n d a r d s  to I n c o r p o r a t e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 1 0 4 ( b ) ( 1 )  an d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of the 11th 

National C o n f e r e n c e  on School T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  The r e v i se d  s t a n d a r d s  

will a p p l y  to school buses m a n u f a c t u r e d  a f t e r  M a r c h  1, 1992. A 

c o m m i t t e e  c o m p r i s e d  of school bus c o n t r a c t o r s ,  school d i s t r i c t  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and d e p a r t m e n t  s t a f f will m e e t  d u r i n g  S ep t e m b e r ,  1991 

to r e c o m m e n d  s p e c i f i c  r e v i s i o n s  to s t a n d a r d s .  S t r o b e  lights 1n s t o p  

arm s and on r o o f t o p s  of school buses m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  be r e c o m m e n d e d

note).



Representative Navarre Page Two February 27, 1991

by the c o m m i t t e e .  P a s s a g e  of C SHB 05 ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )  w o u l d  requ i r e  

I n c l u s io n  o f  strobe lights 1n the standards,

4. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  will n o t i f y  school d i s t r i c t s  an d  bus c o n t r a c t o r s  1n 

M a r c h ,  1991 that:

(1 ) l e g i s l a t i o n  1s in process t h a t  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  all p u b l i c  

school b u s e s to be r et r o f i t t e d  with sto p  arm a n d  roof 

m o u n t e d  strobe lights by N o v e m b e r  1, 1991;

(2 ) the l e g i s l a t i o n  Includes f u n d i n g  to r e i m b u r s e  d i s t r i c t s  for 

c o n t r a c t o r  and d i s t r i c t  c osts to install r e q u i r e d  s t r o b e  

li g ht s  on b uses t hat are n o t  a l r e a d y  r eq u i r e d  by c o n t r a c t  

to be so e q u ip p e d ;  and

(3) 1f the bill 1s signed Into law, I n s t a l l a t i o n  of st r o b e  

li g h t s  will be included as m a n d a t o r y  e q u i p m e n t  e f f e c t i v e  

N o v e m b e r  1, 1991 on all school buses u s e d  to t r a n s p o r t  

school c hi l d r e n  to o r  from a pu b l i c  school. I n s t a l l a t i o n  

of st r o b e  lights a f t e r  N o v e m b e r  1, 1991 will n o t  be 

e l i g i b l e  f o r  s t a t e re im b u r s e m e nt .

5. A t t a c h e d  is a l i s t i n g  of school d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  m o r e  than 15 buses 

t h a t  h a v e  st r o b e  lights r e q u i r e d  by e i t h e r  the c o n t r a c t  between the 

d i s t r i c t  and bus c o n t r a c to r ,  o r  the r e i m b u r s e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t  between 

the d e p a r t m e n t  and the district.

If you have q u e s t i o n s ,  feel free to c o n t a c t  R c m a y n e  K a r e e n  a t  465 -2 8 9 0 .

Sincerely,

Steve H ole 

A c t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r

A t t a c h m e n t

cc: Jiin T o z e r

Roma y n e  Kareen



CSHB 85 (T ransportation)

Estimated Number of School Buses 
Required by Contract to have Strobe Lights 

2/27/91

SCHOOL D IS T R IC T S  ESTIMATED # BUSES
(m o re  t h a n  1 5  b u s e s )  REQU IRED BY CONTRACT TO BE EQU IPPED

R o o f -M o u n t e d  S t r o b e  L i g h t s

Anchorage 170
Fairbanks 135

Estimated Total Buses

S t o p  Arm S t r o b e  L i g h t s

Anchorage 286
Mat-Su 129
Kenai 97

Estimated Total 3712 Buses

FV-92 FISCAL NOTE: $173,700

R o o f -M o u n t e d  S t r o b e  L i g h t s

Approximate # Buses 1n State: 
Less Estimated # Required 

by Contract to be Equipped 
Potential # to be Retrofitted

S t o p  Arm S t r o b e  L i g h t s

Approximate # Buses 1n State: 
Less Estimated H Required 

by Contract to be Equipped 
Potential # to be Retrofitted

935 Buses 

305

570 Buses 0 $175 = $110,250

935 Buses 

512

373 Buses 0 $150 » $ 63,450

Potential Cost to State 51731700



4-91 MON 16:30 ASD TRANSPORTATION DEPT. FAX NO. 3075623957

A N C H O R A G E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

4501 S O U T H  B R A G A W  S T R E E T  • A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  99507-1599 
T E L E P H O N E  (907 ) 786 -8500

TOM FINK 
MAYOR

S t e v e  K a l m e s  A u g u s t  4/ 1988
D i r e c t o r  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  
3 5 8 0  E. T u d o r  
A n c h o r a g e #  A l a s k a  

9 9 5 0 7

D e a r  D i r e c t o r  K al me s#

Y o u  r e c e n t l y  m a d e  an i n q u i r y  of S e r g e a n t  G r e g  S t e w a r t  r e g a r d i n g  
the use of  a w h i t e  s t r o b e  l ig ht  on top of s c h o o l  buses.

A r e v i e w  of A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  Co de  of O r d i n a n c e s  title
9 . 4 4 , 2 1 0  (C) r e l a t i n g  to v e h i c u l a r  h a z a r d  w a r n i n g  s i g n a l s  
s t a t e s  tha t a du el  l a t e r a l  l i g h t i n g  s y s t e m  f a c i n g  the front and 
re ar  of a bus  is a l l o w e d .

T h e  f ron t l a m p s  m a y  f l a s h  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a w h i t e  or a m b e r  light# 
or a n y  c o l o r  b e t w e e n  w h i t e  an d amb er . T h e  re a r l a m p s  ma y o n l y  
s h o w  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f l a s h i n g  a m b e r  or red light.

M u n i c i p a l  P r o s e c u t o r  J i m  W o l f  i n t e r p r e t s  the l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  
o r d i n a n c e s  of t i tl e 9 to m e a n  that no w h i t e  l i gh t m a y  be 
d i s p l a y e d  to the r e a r  of a n y  v e h i cl e#  r e g a r d l e s s  of the m o u n t e d  
p o s i t i o n .

A r e v i e w  of the  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  i n d i c a t e s  a s i m i l a r  
f i n d i n g .

S c h o o l  b u s e s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  the roof m o u n t e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t i n g  
s y s t e m  s h o u l d  be m o d i f i e d  w i t h  an a m b e r  le n s or .removed 
c o m p l e t e l y .  An y b u s e s  w i t h  a w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i gh t a c t i v a L e a  to Che 
r e a r  may r e c e i v e  a t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  if o b s e r v e d  by an o f f i c e r .

If yo u have a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  or c o m m e n t s  p l e a s e  don't 
h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  s e r g e a n t  G r e g  S t o w a r t  at 7 8 6 - 1 7 0 3 .

'Jn i f ccm C a p t a i n  
F i e l d  s e r v i c e s



'4-91 MON 16:30 ASD TRANSPORTATION DEPT. FAX MO. 9075623957

A N C H O R A G E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

4501 S O U T H  B R A G A W  S T R E E T  * A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  99507-1599 
T E L E P H O N E  (907 ) 7 86 -8500

TOM FINK 
MAYOR

S t e v e  K a l m e s  A u g u s t  4, 1988
D i r e c t o r  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  
3 5 8 0  E. T u d o r  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  

9 9 5 0 7

D e a r  D i r e c t o r  K a l m e s ,

yo u r e c e n t l y  m a d e  an i n q u i r y  of S e r g e a n t  G r e g  S t e w a r t  r e g a r d i n g  
the us e o f  a w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t  on top  of s c h o o l  bus es .

A r e v i e w  of A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  C o d e  of O r d i n a n c e s  title
9 . 4 4 . 2 1 0  (C) r e l a t i n g  to v e h i c u l a r  h a z a r d  w a r n i n g  s i g n a l s  
s t a t e s  th at  a du el  l a t e r a l  l i g h t i n g  s y s t e m  f a c i n g  the front and 
r e a r  of a b u s  is a l l o w e d .

The  f r o n t  l a m p s  m a y  f l a s h  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a w h i t e  or a m b e r  light, 
or a n y  c o l o r  b e t w e e n  w h i t e  and am be r .  T h e  re a r l a m p s  ma y o n l y  
s h o w  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f l a s h i n g  a m b e r  o r red light.

M u n i c i p a l  P r o s e c u t o r  J i m  W o l f  i n t e r p r e t s  the l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  
o r d i n a n c e s  of  t i t l e  9 to m e a n  that  no w h i t e  l i gh t m a y  be 
d i s p l a y e d  to the r e a r  of a n y  v e h i c l e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of the m o u n t e d  
posi t i o n .

A r e v i e w  of th e S t a t e  of A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  i n d i c a t e s  a s i m i l a r  
f i n d i n g .

S c h o o l  b u s e s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  the r o o f  m o u n t e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t i n g  
s y s t e m  s h o u l d  be m o d i f i e d  w i t h  an a m b e r  l e n s  or .removed 
c o m p l e t e l y .  A n y  b u s e s  w i t h  a w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t  a c t i v a t e d  to the 
r e a r  may  r e c e i v e  a t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  if o b s e r v e d  by an o f f i c e r .

If y o u  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  s e r g e a n t  G r e g  S t e w a r t  at 7 8 6 - J 7 0 3 .



A L A S K A  S C H O O L  B U S  S A F E T Y  C O M M I T T E E

Febru a r y  5, 1921

R e p r e sent ative Mike N a v a r r e  
P.O. Box V* R o o m  515 
Juneau. A K  99811

Dear S1rr

The Alaska School B u s  S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  s t r o n g l y  supports
Ho u s e  8111 85. an a c t  requiring school bus s t o p  a r m s  with
a l t e r n a t i n g  red s t r o b e  lights and a! roof m o u n t e d  w h i t e  strobe
light. The S afety C o m m i t t e e  has r e s e a r c h e d  and evaluated
as pects of both s t r o b e  light s y s t e m s  and found them very
e f f e c t i v e  1n the v i s i b i l i t y  e n h a n c e m e n t  of school buses during 
Alaska's Inclement weather. A l a s k a ' s  u n i q u e  a nd v a ried weather 
condit i o n s  s e v e r e l y  limit v i s i b i l i t y  of s c h o o l  buses during 
their most v u l n e r a b l e  period, t h e  l o a ding and un loading of 
s t u d e n t s .

It 1s a l s o  I m p e r a t i v e  that the  L e g i s l a t u r e  supply the
funding for t h e s e  projects. Currently. school districts
th r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  having their pupil transp o r t a t i o n
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  funds prorated by the D e p a r t m e n t  of Education due 
to funding short falls. The proposed b u d g e t  by the Governor 
suggests further r eductions  1n pupil t r a n s port ation 
r e i m bursement funds. Additionally , school bus operators 
throug h o u t  the St ate a r e  s uffering the e f f e c t s  of e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
high fuel costs with n o  relief f r o m  t h e s e  expenses. It would 
be unfair to a s k  e i t h e r  the Distri cts or Bus O p e r ators to 
sh o ul der the e x p e n s e  for t h e s e  Items.

TFH/ec
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S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T
Pupil Transportation 

3 5 8 0  East Tuaor Road
A.: iT.Vr!-, fVi*. . . . .

Area C o d e  9 0 7  — 5 B 3 -3 0 2 2

A N C H O R A G E

F A X  9 0 7 - 5 6 2 - 3 9 5 7

February 4,1991
Representative Mike Navarre 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
FAX 465-2278

Dear Representative Navarre,

The Anchorage School District believes that the addition of red strobe lights to the 
stop arm and white strobe lights to the roof of school buses will enhance school bus 
safety. All buses in our District, as well as Contracted bus fleets, have been equipped 
with red strobe lights on the stop arm since September 1989. The addition of these 
strobe lights has significantly reduced the number of motorists who pass stopped 
school buses. W e  also feel that the addition of roof mounted white strobe lights will 
further increase the visibility of school buses and inert -.-i the awareness of the 
presence of school buses with the general motoring public. Approximately 60% of 
the fleet have already been equipped with roof mounted strobe lights. The District 
made roof mounted strobe lights mandatory in our current transportation contracts. 
After the buses were delivered and began operating the Anchorage Police 
Department notified me that these lights were illegal and school bus drivers using 
the lights would be issued citations (see attached letter).

The Anchorage School District would support passage of House Bill 85 if the bill not 
only mandates installation of white roof mounted strobe lights, but also addresses 
use of the lights. I would also like to see an exception made on the location of the 
lights that are already installed. The Anchorage School District has almost fifty 
buses that have strobe lights mounted in the center of the roof.

Thank you for the interest that you have shown in school bus safety issues. If you 
need any additional information feci free to contact me av 563-3022.

Sincerely,

Steven Kalmes
Director of Transportation Services



N E A - A L A S K A
AFFILIATED W ITH  THE  NATIONAL EDUCATION  ASSOCIATION

ANCHORAGE REG IONAL OFFICE JUNEAU OFFICE FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
1411 W. 33RD A V E N U E  

A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  99503 
(907) 274-0536

105 M U N ICIP A L WAY. S U I T E  302 
JUNEAU. A L A S K A  99801 

(907) 586-3090

2118 C U S H M A N  S T R E E T  
F A IR BA N K S.  A L A S K A  99701 

(907) 456-4435

F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 9 1

R e p . M ik e  N a v a r r e  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O .  B ox  V 
J u n e a u , AK 9 9 8 1 1
D e a r  R e p . N a v a r r e :
N E A -A la s k a  a p p r e c i a t e s  an d  s u p p o r t s  y o u r  d e s i r e  t o  im p ro v e  s c h o o l  
b u s  s a f e t y .  I t  i s  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  
r e m a in  p a ra m o u n t  an d  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  m e e t t h o s e  
n e e d s .  I f  we c a n  b e  o f  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  kn ow .
S i n c e r e l y ,

Don O b e rg  
P r e s i d e n t



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
P.O. Box 71250 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1250 (907)452-2000

★

Febr u a r y  l, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e  
PO Box V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Navarre:

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  this o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o f f e r  m y  s u p p o r t  f or 
y o u r  eff orts, t h r o u g h  H o u s e  Bill 85, to r e q u i r e  s tr obe l i g h t s  on 
school buses.

I am c u r r e n t l y  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  F N S B  S c h o o l  
District, a p o s i t i o n  I h a v e  h e l d  for t h e  p a s t  10 years. I h a v e  
a l s o  b e e n  a m e m b e r  o f  the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  to t h e  1935 and 1990 
C o n f e r e n c e s  on N a t i o n a l  M i n i m u m  S t a n d a r d s  for s c h o o l  buses, in 
addition, I p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  A l a s k a  s chool  
Bus D r iver T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  E n h a n c e d  Schoo l Bus 
I n s p e c t i o n  Program.

O n e  of the m a j o r  w a y s  to p r o t e c t  t h e  s c h o o l  bus and its 
p a s s e n g e r s  is t o  e n s u r e  that o t h e r  m o t o r i s t s  are aware of its 
presence. A  " s a f e t y  cushion" a r o u n d  a s c h o o l  bus is c r eate d b y  
t h e  u n i q u e  c o l o r  a n d  l i g hting e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  a r e  p a r t  of e x i s t i n g  
school bus s tand ards. This al lows t h e  m o t o r i s t s  on the road t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to take e x t r a  p r e caution s, k n o w i n g  t h a t  school 
c h i l d r e n  a r e  nearby. S t r o b e  lights, in t h e  stop a r m  and on t h e  
roof, i n c r e a s e  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h i s  " s a f e t y  cushion".

We have u s e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  lights o n  t h e  t o p s  of o u r  school b u s e s  
in F a i r b a n k s  for at lea st 15 years. (They h a v e  b e e n  on so long 
that no one r e m e m b e r s  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  f i r s t  required.) T h e y  a r e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  in the d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  of darkness, 
snow, a n d  i c e  fog in w h i c h  we o p e r a t e  in Fairbanks. U n d e r  a d verse 
c ondit i o n s  d r i v e r s  a r e  a w a r e  of t h e  s t r o b e  long b e f o r e  s e e i n g  the 
actual bus itself. T h i s  c a n  b e  a c r i t i c a l  s a f e t y  feature whe n 
v i s i b i l i t y  is r e d u c e d  to less than 50 feet.

T h e  be3t  m e a s u r e  of t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of s t r o b e s  t h a t  I can o f f e r  is 
the p u blic a w a r e n e s s  t h e i r  presence. T h e  s t r o b e s  are so m u c h  a 
p a r t  of s c h o o l  b u s i n g  in F a i r banks t h a t  m o n i t o r i n g  for c o m p l i a n c e  
is not n e c e s s a r y .  T h e  p u b l i c  is so a c c u s t o m e d  to seein g s t r o b e s  
on our b u s e s  t h a t  m y  o ffi ce r e c e i v e s  c o m p l a i n t s  w h e n  a bus



is r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h o u t  a strobe.

We h a v e  n o  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e  with s t r o b e  in t h e  stop  p a d d l e s  in 
Fairbanks. H o w ever, t h e y  w e r e  tested as p a r t  of a p i l o t  project 
of the A l a s k a  S c h o o l  Bus S afety Committee, a n d  p r o v e d  ef fective 
t h e r e  as well. I h a v e  o b s e r v e d  t h e m  o n  b u s e s  in t he Kenai 
Pe n i n s u l a  a r e a  and found the strobes to b e  a g r e a t  i m p rovement 
ov e r  s t a n d a r d  p a d d l e  lights.

Yo u r  e f f o r t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  the "safety c u s h i o n "  a r o u n d  o u r  school 
b u s e s  t h r o u g h  the m a n d a t o r y  use of s t r o b e s  is s u p p o r t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  industry. T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
increase in s a f e t y  c e r t a i n l y  w a r r a n t s  the s m a l l  a d d i t i o n a l  cost 
to the p r i c e  o f  a n  e n t i r e  school bus. Y o u r  e f f o r t s  to r e t r o f i t  
the e x i s t i n g  b u s e s  in t h e  state will c r e a t e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  impact 
for a r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  cost. Such an a p p r o a c h  is far s u p e r i o r * t o  a 
slow p h a s e - i n  on n e w  buses. In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e ve ral year delay 
in e q u i p p i n g  all b u s e s  in t h e  state, the e f f o r t  to r a i s e  public 
aw a r e n e s s  w o u l d  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  by the l a c k  of s t a n d a r d i z e d  
e q u i p m e n t  b e t w e e n  buses.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  of safe, e f f e c t i v e  p u p i l  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Do n o t  h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  m e  if I can be of any 
as s i s t a n c e  t o  y o u r  efforts.

Sincerely,

Bob S h e f c h i k
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r
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Note: A n c h o r a g e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  b e  g r a n d f a t h e r e d  in
b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  50 buses w i t h  r o o f  s t r o b e s  in t he center 
o f  t h e  bus. T h e y  a r e  to be p h a s e d  out. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Minute s, p. 2, Rep. H u d s o n  m o v e d  t h a t  s taff  d r a f t  an 
a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  g r a n d f a t h e r  in t h o s e  s c h o o l  b u s e s  that 
h a v e  roof s t r o b e  l ight s - at pag e 1, line  10 —  so adopted.

C S H B  85 (TRA), p a g e  1, line 10, is i d e n tical t o  H B  85 —
T H E  R E Q U E S T E D  R E V I S I O N  IS A T  PAGE 2, LINE 13.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M ike N a v a r r e  .Juneau , A laska 9P811 
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  h ™ f i . . , » c £ S £

M E M O R A N D U M
February 24,1991

TO: Representative Pat Carney, Co-Chairman, HESS Committee 
Representative Georgianna, Co-Chairman, HESS Committee

FROM: Representative Mike Navarre

SUBJECT: House Bill 85, “An Act relating to strobe light equipment on a school 
bus; and providing for an effective date.”

House Bill 85 addresses a long overdue safety issue involving school buses. This 
legislation will mandate the installation of two flashing strobes on the stop arm 
and a white strobe at least six feet from the rear of the bus. The visibility afforded 
by these equipment additions will without question offer a greater measure of 
safety for the school children of Alaska.

H B  85 provides funding for the initial installation of the required strobes. The 
Department of Education will require proper documentation from the school 
districts for reimbursement. Minimum standards will be adopted by the 
Department of Education. Deadline for completion of the installation of the safety 
strobes would be November 1, 1991. In conversations with some of the larger 
districts this deadline appears to be workable.

The number of buses in Alaska is approximately 700. Some districts have some of 
the required equipment and some have none of the safety strobes. The newly 
revised fiscal note is $ 173,100.00.

Letters of support are attached to this memorandum. There are no known 
opponents to providing school students a i afer means to get to school.

Contact person: Tom Ackerly at 3779/ Capitoi 515

D IS T R IC T  5
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HB85
Revision Date: 2/21/91

Page 2 o f 2

This fiscal note is updated to reflect revised estimates provided to the 
department by school districts for the number of Stop Arm Strobes needed 
under HB85.

Roof Mount Strobes: Stop Arm Strobes:
630 buses X $175 = $110,250 423 buses X $150 = $63,450

Total estimated FY92 cost: $173,700



MINUTES, HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE, 0 2 / 0 7 / 9 1

C H A IR M A N  F O S T E R  A N N O U N CED  T H A T  H B  8 5  WOULD B E  THE: F I R S T  
B I L L  T A K E N  UP B Y  T H E  C O M M I T T E E *  H E  R E Q U E S T E D  T H E  S P O N S O R  
M A KE  A P R E S E N T A T I O N  *

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  N A V A R R E  O U T L I N E D  T H E  P U R P O S E  O F  H B  8 5 *  HE
S T A T E D  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  m a n d a t e s  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  s t r o b e

L I G H T S  ON S C H O O L  B U S E S *  TWO R E D  S T R O B E S  WOULD B E  R E Q U I R E D  
ON T H E  S T O P  A R M , AND ONE W H I T E  S T R O B E  WOULD N E E D  TO  B E
A T T A C H E D  TO T H E  R O O F  O F  E A C H  B U S *  T H E  S P O N S O R  E X P L A I N E D
T H E  S A F E T Y  B E N E F I T S  A S S O C I A T E D  W IT H  A H I G H L Y  V I S I B L E  
L I G H T I N G  S Y S T E M *  H E  IN F O R M E D  M E M B E R S  T H A T  A L L  
M O D I F I C A T I O N S  WOULD H A V E  TO B E  C O M P L E T E D  B Y  N O V E M B E R  1 ,  
1 9 9 1 *  L E T T E R S  OF S U P P O R T  B Y  T H E  A N C H O R A G E  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T ,  

T H E  F A I R B A N K S  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T ,  A L A S K A  S C H O O L  B U S  S A F E T Y  
C O M M IT T E E  AND T H E  N A T I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N  A S S O C I A T I O N  ( N E A )  W E R E  
R E F E R R E D  TO B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  N A V A R R E .

T H E  S P O N S O R  B E L I E V E S  T H A T  T H E  $ 1 6 8 , 0 0 0  C O S T  A S S O C I A T E D  W IT H
I M P L E M E N T I N G  T H E S E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  S H O U L D  B E  B O R N E  B Y  T H E  
S T A T E *  A F I S C A L  N O T E  P R E P A R E D  B Y  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  
E D U C A T I O N  ( D O E )  E S T I M A T E S  T H A T  6 3 0  S C H O O L  B U S E S  WOULD 
R E Q U I R E  R O O F  MOUNT S T R O B E S  AND 3 8 5  B U S E S  WOULD R E Q U I R E  
I N S T A L L A T I O N  O F  S T O P  ARM S T R O B E S .

C H A IR M A N  F O S T E R  N O T E D  T H E  A R R I V A L  OF R E P *  HUDSON A T  8 : 3 6  
A.M.

TWO A M EN D M EN TS  W E R E  O F F E R E D  B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  N A V A R R E *
P A G E  1 ,  L I N E  1 ,  F O L L O W IN G  " T O "  I N S E R T  T H E  W ORDS “ S T R O B E  
L I G H T * "

'THE S E C O N D  AM EN D M EN T WAS T H E N  E X P L A I N E D  B Y  T H E  S P O N S O R *  H E  
IN F O R M E D  T H E  C O M M I T T E E  T H A T  H B 8 5  S P E C I F I C A L L Y  R E Q U I R E S  A 
W H I T E  S T R O B E  L I G H T  B E  A T T A C H E D  TO  T H E  R O O F  O F  E A C H  B U S  NOT 
M ORE THAN S I X  F E E T  FROM T H E  R E A R .  A N C H O R A G E  S C H O O L  
D I S T R I C T  H A S  A S K E D  F O R  A " G R A N D F A T H E R ” C L A U S E  TO E X C L U D E  
SOM E OK T H E I R  C U R R E N T  F L E E T  O F  B U S E S  FROM T H I S  R E Q U I R E M E N T .  
A P P R O X I M A T E L Y  5 0  O F  T H E I R  B U S E S  H A V E  R O O F  S T R O B E S  T H A T  ARE- 
L O C A T E D  I N  T H E  C E N T E R  O F  T H E  B U S *  T H E S E  B U S E S  WOULD B E  
P H A S E D  OUT A S  NEW B U S E S  A R E  P U R C H A S E D .

R E P .  LE M A N  A S K E D  I F  I T  I S  N E C E S S A R Y  TO  B E  SO  S P E C I F I C  I N  
S T A T U T E  A B O U T  T H E  L O C A T I O N  AND R E Q U I R E M E N T S  O F  T H E  S T R O B E  
L I G H T S .  H E  B E L I E V E S  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  H A S  T H E  A B I L I T Y  TO  D E A L  
W IT H  T H E S E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  TH R O U G H  R E G U L A T I O N S  R A T H E R  THAN  
S T A T U T E *  R E P .  N A V A R R E  A G R E E D  W IT H  R E P .  L E M A N ,  H O W E V E R  H E  
E M P H A S I Z E D  T H E  T R E M E N D O U S  S A F E T Y  B E N E F I T S  A S S O C I A T I O N  W IT H  
T H E  I N S T A L L A T I O N  O F  T H E S E  L I G H T S .  T H E  S P O N S O R  E X P R E S S E D  
H I S  D E S I R E  TO  C L E A R L Y  M A N D A TE  T H E S E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  I N  S T A T U T E

••••*•  t ,  . < i  • i• t * u  i !•#« •* »*. r  —  . **• *i » •  • i • — » ••* . • • • > ! , ■



N U M BER 1 2 0

R E P .  MACK I E  C O M M U N IC A T E D  H I S  S T R O N G  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  
A M E N D M E N T S .

R E P .  P H I L L I P S  I N Q U I R E D  I F  T H E  L I G H T S  W E R E  B E I N G  R E Q U I R E D  ON 
T H E  S T O P  ARM S TO  B A L A N C E  T H I N G S  O U T .  R E P .  N A V A R R E  IN F O R M E D  
H E R  T H E Y  W E R E .  S H E  T H E N  E X P R E S S E D  S T R O N G  S U P P O R T  F O R  HB 

8 3 .

R E P .  HUD SO N  A S K E D  I F  T H E  F I S C A L  N O T E  WAS AN E S T I M A T E  OR I F  
I T  WAS B A S E D  ON A P E R  C A P I T A  A M O U N T . R E P .  N A V A R R E  R E P L I E D  
T H A T  I T  WAS AN E S T I M A T E  B A S E D  ON T H E  N U M B ER  OF B U S E S  AND 
T H E  C O S T  P E R  B U S .

N U M BER 1 6 0

R E P .  K U B I N A  M ADE T H E  M O T IO N  TO  I N S E R T  T H E  WORDS " S T R O B E  
L I G H T "  A F T E R  " T O "  ON P A G E  1 ,  L I N E  1 .  H E A R I N G  NO O B J E C T I O N S  

T H E  M O T IO N  P A S S E D .

D I S C U S S I O N  T H E N  TOOK P L A C E  R E G A R D I N G  T H E  W O R D IN G  F O R  T H E  
S E C O N D  A M E N D M E N T .  R E P .  HUD SO N  MOVED T H A T  H O U S E  
T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M IT T E E  S T A F F  D R A F T  AN AM EN D M EN T T H A T  
WOULD G R A N D F A T H E R  I N  T H O S E  S C H O O L  B U S E S  T H A T  A L R E A D Y  H A V E  
RO O F S T R O B E  L I G H T S .  HUDSON S T A T E D  T H A T  T H I S  AM EN D M EN T 
S H O U LD  CO M M EN CE ON P A G E  1 ,  L I N E  1 0 ,  AND S H O U L D  B E  A 
T E C H N I C A L  A M E N D M E N T .  C H A IR M A N  F O S T E R  A S K E I )  I F  AN Y M E M B E R S  
O B J E C T E D  TO T H E  M O T IO N  TO A D O P T E D  A T E C H N I C A L  AM EN D M EN T ON 
P A G E  1 ,  L I N E  1 0 .  H E A R I N G  NO O B J E C T I O N S ,  I T  WAS SO O R D E R E D .

R E P .  HUD SO N  MOVED HB 8 5 ,  A S  A M E N D E D ,  O U T W IT H  I N D I V I D U A L  
R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S .  H E A R I N G  NO O B J E C T I O N S ,  H B 8 5  A M EN D ED  

MOVED FRO M  T H E  H O U S E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E .



O U T L IN E  F O R  H B  8 5

I. Purpose of H B  85

1. To mandate the installation of two red strobes on the stop arm, and one 
white strobe to the roof of each bus ( not more than 6 feet from the rear of the bus).

2. HB  85 creates a “safety cushion” around the bus, due to the installation of 
this special and highly visible lighting equipment.

3. Strobes on the roof and the stop arm increase the effectiveness of the 
“safety cushion” and make the public more aware that children are in the 
immediate vicinity.

4. All modifications would be completed by November 1, 1991.

II. Support for H B  85

1.Bob Shefchik, Transportation Coordinator, Fairbanks North Star Borough 
School District.

2. Steven Kalmes, Director of Transpotation, Anchorage School District

3. Thomas F. Hyatt, Alaska School Bus Safety Committee

4. Don Oberg r̂esident, NEA-Alaska

5. Kenai Pe; sula Borough School District

III. Anticipated Costs for H B  85

1. A fiscal note is attached to the bill packet. The amount is $168,000. The 
State will reimburse for initial installation (with proper documentation to DOE) at 
the rate of $175/roof mounted strobes and $150/stop arm strobes. The initial 
installation must be completed by November 1,1991. The estimate was derived 
from Sahlberg Equipment in Anchorage.

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE, REPRESENTATIVE FOSTER, PRESIDING



(7)
FURTHER REFERRALS: Health, Education and Social Services

Finance „

HOUSE COMMITTEE REP
Date Referred: January 30, 1991 

Date of Committee Action:

The TRANSPORTATION Committee considered: HB 85

HOUSE BILL NO. 85 SCHOOL BUS SAFETY EQUIPMENT

"An Act relating to equipment required on a school bus; .^nd providing for an effective date."

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
be replaced w ith_______
[ ] have attached amendments(s) 
[yj'do  pass 
[ ] do not pass 
[ ] no recommendations 
[ ] individual recommendations 
[ ] additional referral to th e ____

[ ] the same title 
H a  new title

Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): ^

[ (^fiscal impact f t  O . t~r_____________

[ ] zero fiscal note

SIGNING DO PASS:

APPROVES PREVIOUS:

[ ] fiscal note(s)____
[ ] zero fiscal note(s)

(D ept/D  H i )

SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



N E A - A L A S K A
A F F I L I A T E D  W I T H  T H E  N A T I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N  A S S O C I A T I O N

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE
1411 W. 33RO AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 
(907) 274-0536

F e b r u a r y  1, 1991

R e p . M i k e  N a v a r r e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. Box  V  
Juneau, A K  9 9811

D e a r  Rep. N a v arre:

N E A - A l a s k a  a p p r e c i a t e s  and supports y o u r  d e s i r e  t o  i m p r o v e  school 
bus safety. It is v e r y  i m p o r tant t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  of our c h i l d r e n  
re m a i n  p a r a m o u n t  a n d  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  a p p e a r s  to m e e t  t h o s e  
needs. If w e  c a n  b e  of a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  p l e a s e  l e t  us know.

Sincerely,

Don O b e r g  
P r e s i d e n t

JUNEAU OFFICE
105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 
1907) 586-3090

2118 CUSHMAN STREET 
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 

(907) 456-4435

FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE




