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H F .A T .T H .  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

DATE 2 /19 /91  JO IN T __________________________ ______________________________

TAPE # _ \ Q ____________________ JO IN T ______________________________________________

TIME CALLED TO ORDER <?V.3r *l ( j tjtyfom TIME ADJOURNED,

ROLL CALL: PRES ABST TIME ARRVD JO IN T  MEMBERS PRESENT:

Rep. P a t r i c k  C a r n e y _________ /*

Rep. G e o r g i a n a  L i n c o l n /

Rep. B e t t y e  D avis v/

Rep. Cheri D avis /

Rep. J o h n  G o n z a l e s /

Rep. M a r k  H a n l e y /

Rep. M a r y  M i l l e r /

AGENDA:

B IL L  NO. SHORT T IT L E  ACTION TAKEN

HB18 _______ M arriag e  a n d  Fam ily T h e r a p is ts _____________________________

*HB 6 _______ A p p ro p : L o n g -T e rm  C a re  F a c i l i ty - F a i r b a n k s - 1 1 Million

OTHER:

W ' \ C u \ P .  H&'Ca

SPECIA L ANNOUNCEMENTS:
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Date of Committee Action:

M O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P C T T

Date Refereed: January 21, 1991 F U R T H E R  REFERRALS:

HB 6The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered:
HOUSE BILL NO. 6 APPROP: LONG-TERM CARE FACILITY-FAIRBANKS
"An Act making an appropriation for a long-term health care facility in Fairbanks; and providing for an effective 
date."

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
be replaced with________

[ ] the same title 
.[ ] a new title

[ ] have attached amendments(s)
[ ] do pass 
[ ] do not pass 
[ ] no recommendations 
[►' îndividual recommendations 
[ ] additional referral to the____ Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): ^
[ ] fiscal impact_____________________________
[ ] zero fiscal note

SIGNING DO PASS:

APPROVES PREVIOUS:
[ ] fiscal note(s)_______
[ ] zero fiscal note(s)

(Dept/Dui)

SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
C h e c k  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o l u m n : D o  N o t  

P a s s
N o  R e c A m e n d

\ S  t  /  (.--------
y

’s Signature



J V I a s l m  |GcgtsIature

REPRESENTATIVE 
MARK BOYER

1098 LAKEVIEW TERRACE 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 

(907) 456-6473

FAIRBANKS

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

JUNEAU

^ o i t s c  o f  3 R e p r e s c n t a t i f n ? s

P.O. b o x  v 
STATE CAPITOL 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
(907) 465-3466

To: Rep, Georgianna Lincoln, Co-chair
Rep. Pat Carney, Co-chair
Health, Education & Social Services Committee

From : Rep. Mark Boy

Date: February 5, 1991

Sub ject: Scheduling of HB 6

I am requesting that you schedule at your earliest convenience 
a hearing for HB 6, an act making an appropriation for a long-term 
health care facility in Fairbanks.

This bill would appropriate $11 ,000 ,000  for the construction of 
a replacement facility for the Denali Center nursing home, the only 
long term care facility in interior Alaska.

Denali Center is owned by the Greater Fairbanks Community 
Hospital Foundation. It is old and run down. The Hospital Foundation 
determined that it could no longer support the existing structure, 
which is wrought with asbestos and other structural problems, and 
decided to close down the home. An immediate outcry o f public 
support for Denali forced the Foundation last spring to postpone the 
closure for one year pending a financial solution.

The Foundation established a task force to complete a needs 
assessment, solicit community financial and in-kind contributions, 
and request state assistance. The City o f Fairbanks appears willing to 
donate ihe land, and a modest amount of local contributions have 
already been received. It is important that the state make a financial 
commitment this year so that we can avoid the disruption that would 
o c c ./  should Denali Center close.

Long-term care is a statewide need. I appreciate your 
consideration of HB  6.

FAIRBANKS 20B

S F V td S O / Z . S t A T E M  ̂ A J T
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N E W  D E N A U C E N T E R

P r o j e c t

A  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s h i p  f o r  q u a l i t y  l o n g  t e r m  c a r e

f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  I n t e r i o r  &  N o r t h e r n  A l a s k a .

FOUNDATION MEMBERS

Steve S tep hens, P r e s i d e n t  David D. Rasley , 1 s t  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

Ja m e s Matthews, 2 n d  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  Harry Porter, T r e a s u r e r  Jo e  Fau lhaber, S e c r e t a r y

Ron Arter Dennis G reen

Walter Carlo Janet Halvarson

Edward K . C hristiansen Mike Kelly

Douglas Colp William W. Mendenhall

Jeff Cook Ouida Paden

Leland D. Corkran Richard Seifert

William H. Doolittle, M .D. William G . Stroecker

Conrad G .B . Frank David Sw anson

Andrea G elvin Karen Porter

Keith G ianni, M .D . Dale Yoder

DENAU CENTER TASK FORCE MEMBERS

Walter Carlo , C o - C h a i r Jim  Matthews
Jeff Cook Ouida Paden
Margaret C o x Karen Perdue
Gordon Depue Karen Porter, C o - C h a i r

Dottie Englund John Sackett
Andrea G elvin Ann Swift
Andy Harrington Carol Sw itzer
Jim  H ayes

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION. INC: Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks, AK 99707 / 452-2955
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Denali Center is ...
•  a private, not-for-profit nursing home facility owned by The G r e a t e r  

Fairbanks C o m m u n i t y  Hospital Foundation, Inc. and o p e r a t e d  b y  

Lutheran Hospitals &  H o m e s  Society.

•  not just ’an old peoples home', it is home to infants, children, 
and adults who need skilled care - that is, short-term to 
long-term resident nursing home care.

•  a place that serves people who are too sick to live at home, 
but too well to need a hospital environment.

•  a regional facility serving Interior and Northern Alaska with over 40% 
of the residents com ing from villages outside of the Fairbanks area.

•  a facility where payment for resident's care is :
80% - Medicaid (State of Alaska)
10% - Medicare (Federal)
6% - Other insurance 
4% - Private pay

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL foundation. INC: Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks. AK 99707 / 452-2955



D e n a l i  C e n t e r  C a s e  S t a t e m e n t
Rand}/ Huffman's hairline has receded over the years, the "man from Mars" tattoo 
on his left forearm has faded to a light blue, and he's lost a bit of weight. His family 
teases him about getting old, even though he is only 32. They talk and joke with him 
but aren't sure he can hear. They sit at his bedside and encourage him to gel well, 
but doctors aren't sure he ever will.

Huffman, 32, has beencomalosefor more thanl3years,sincethedayhissnowmachine 
collided with a truck on Eagle Avenue. Six months later, his family checked him into 
Denali Center. "Before this, I thought the nursing home was just for older people,"
Phyllis Sheets says. Today, it is her son’s home, until he recovers. "That's what we 
keep hoping and praying for, really," she says.

Denali Centerisanot-for-profitnursinghomelocatedinFairbanks. It is owned by TheGrcater 
Fairbanks Community Hospital Foundation, Inc and operated by Lutheran Hospitals & Homes 
Society. It serves people from all over the state with over 40% of its residents coming from 

rural Alaska. The present facility needs replacement. It is old and poorly designed and 

current residentsarenotadequately served nor will it serve thecommunity in thefuture. The 

people of the cities and villages of Interior and Northern Alaska deserve better.

The Center was built in 1969 and operated privately as, Careage North Nursing Home. In 1983 

the Hospital Foundation bought the facility to prevent its closing. The Foundation has since 

contributed over $3 million dollars to purchase and improve the existing Denali Center.

Denali Center provides care not only for the elderly, but also for infants, children and adults 

who need medical care. Denali Center cares for people who are too sick to live at home, but 

too well to need a hospital environment.

Residents range in age from one to one hundred. Their needs are as varied as thc-ir ages; they 

are too old to live independently, they need daily medical attention, they need rehabilitative 

care after an accident, or they are too feeble to be cared for at home. Without Denali Center, 

many people would be forced to leave the state, leave family and friends, to seek skilled care. 

Denal; Center is a vital part of health care services in interior Alaska.

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION. INC: Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks, AK 99707 / 452-2955



PAGE 2

Eighty percent of the facility’s residents are Medicaid supported, 10% receive Medicare, 6% 

other insurance, and 4% are private pay. In other parts of the nation, there are more private 

pay patients partly because costs of nursing home care are lower. However, throughout the 

nation very few private insurance policies cover nursing home care.

We need a new nursing home. Today, Denali Center is an inadequate facility. There are often 

three people to a room and up to six people who must share a bathroom. There isn't room for 

a resident to have a family gathering, a small birthday party or even a private medical 

consultation. There are no personal care ureas for medical diagnosis or to administer 

medication. The staff doesn't have a break area or place to prepare for work.

A resident at Denali Center has only 80 sq. ft. of personal living space, or 250 sq. ft. of the total 

building space. Each resident has only a 2-foot by 21-inch closet to store all personal 

belongings. Nationally many nursing homes offer 400 - 650 sq. ft. per resident of total building 

space.

The present building is nineteen years old and is of 2"x4" construction. It is crowded and 

inefficient to operate. The activity room also serves as a dining area. Activities are disturbed 

three times a day when the staff sets up for and cleans up after meals. Residents must go 

outside to board the van for transportation to doctor appointments and other activities. For 

some residents this is a hazardous situation especially in extremely cold weather. Storage 

space isn't sufficient for housekeeping equipment, kitchen goods, and medical supplies.

Because of asbestos in the walls and floors, remodeling is not possible.

We need a new facility. Our residents need adequate outdoor space and common areas for 

social activities. A location near the hospital would allow for the sharing of existing dietary 

and laundry services and mechanical systems. This would provide better service and more 

efficient facility operation. We need a specific program to address the needs of nursing home 

residents suffering from Alzheimers disease.

As the population ages nursing home services will be in greater demand. The Fairbanks 

North Star Borough population over 65, is projected to quadruple in the next ten years. By 

the year 2010 there will be 22 elderly people for every 100 working age persons. We can make 

a difference today and plan for the future. Working together, we can build a new Denali 
Center.

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL foundation. INC: Denali Center Task Foice / P.O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks. AK 99707 / 452-2955



The Problem....
•  D e n a l i  C e n t e r  i s  a n  i n a d e q u a t e  f a c i l i t y :

- there are often 3 people to a room
- up to 6 people share a bathroom
- there is little space for activities
- there are only two private rooms
- there is no private space for a family gathering, telephone calls,

a medical consultation, a birthday party
- no personal care areas to administer medication, for diagnosis
- no space for staff preparation work or break areas 
• it is an old, poorly designed building

- the physical plant is 19 years old
-it can not be remodeled because of asbestos in the walls & floors
- there is major heat loss because of the 2x4 construction
- building does not meet 1990 building standards
- inability to equip better telephone service & access for residents

- there is not enough room to stock medical and housekeeping supplies
and inadequate storage for kitchen goods.

- no transportation entrance for residents so they can board the van inside
- not enough room for rehabilitation services
- the activity room is used as a dining room 3 times a day

•  D e n a l i  C e n t e r  p r o v i d e s  8 0  s q . f t  o f  p e r s o n a l  s p a c e  p e r  r e s i d e n t  

o r  2 5 0  s q . f t . / r e s i d e n t  t o t a l  b u i l d i n g  s p a c e .  —

- most nursing homes provide 400 - 650 sq.ft./resident total building space.
- the ONLY storage space for resident's personal belongings is a 2'x21" closet

•  N u r s i n g  h o m e  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  b e  i n  g r e a t e r  d e m a n d  

a s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a g e s .

•  T h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  

o f  I n t e r i o r  a n d  N o r t h e r n  A l a s k a  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  v / e l !  s e r v e d  

b y  t h e  e x i s i t i n g  D e n a l i  C e n t e r .

THE GREATER FAIR8ANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION. INC: Denali Center Task Force ! P.O. Box 7)396 / Fairbanks. AK 99707 / 452-2955



This a  statew ide project. 
D enali C en ter residents c o m e  
from all over the state...

V

Point Hope

Arctic Village 
Allakaket «

V ^ u U9,heS '  o Fort YukonNome Huslia .  Beaver #
4,* Koyukuk , »

V i  ^"'Nutato • # Fairbanks . Ea9le
Kallag • •

Ruby

Holy Cross ,  v
Lower Kalskag «

Tanana

Healy

Cantwell

Delta Junction 
. Tok

* jNorlhway

Glennallen

Haines

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS community HOSPITAL FOUNDATION. INC: Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks, AK 99707 / 452-2955



W h a t  W e  N e e d . . .

• A  n e w  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

- a capacity to serve not less than 80, but not more than 100 residents
- privacy in the residents rooms
- adequate outdoor space
- common areas for social activites
- a culturally sensitive design
- comprehensive rehabilitation services & equipment with easy access
- structural design to enhance delivery of services
- flexible design able to readily adapt to expansion of services
- accommodations for staff work areas and break areas
- specific design components to address the needs of the terminally ill
* a location that would be conducive to sharing existing services & systems
- specific design components to address the needs of residents suffering from 

Alzheimers disease who qualify for nursing care. This could include the 
design of a specific program area dedicated to this purpose.

The Task Force heard testimony that non-medical services for Alzheimers 
patients were sorely needed. Many Alzheimers clients would be served 
by assisted living and other available community support such as adult 
day care and specialized foster care. Currently, funding is only available 
for nursing home care of Alzheimers patients with other medical 
problems. This is an area that needs further investigation.

• A  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  a n  ‘ a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g ’ f a c i l i t y  

w i t h  a  c a p a c i t y  o f  2 5 - 5 0  u n i t s .

This could be a campus approach or a separate site.
Assisted living is a level of residential care less intensive 
than a nursing home. It provides an intermediate step 
from one’s own home to the nursing home, and vice versa.
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W h a t  W e  N e e d . . .

PAGE 2
• T h e  p r o b l e m s  w i l l  n o t  d i m i n i s h  w i t h  t i m e .

As the populajon ages, these services will be in greater demand.

• T h e  p r e s e n t  f a c i l i t y  w a s  p o o r l y  d e s i g n e d  b y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o w n e r .

As a result, remodeling the facility would not resolve many of its problems - 
and it would cost nearly as much as a new facility. There is asbestos in the 
walls and floors.

• N u r s i n g  h o m e s  p l a y  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  r e d u c i n g  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s .

By providing a cost effective alternative to lengthy and 
unnecessary hospitalizations.

• T h e r e  i s  w i d e  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  n e w  f a c i l i t y .

Some of the Fairbanks community groups and state-wide organizations that 
have passed resolutions in support of a new nursing home facility in Fairbanks: 

Alaska Federation of Natives 
AARP - American Association of Retired Persons 
Arctic Alliance for People 
Delta Chamber of Commerce 
Doyon Limited 
Fairbanks City Council 
Fairbanks Native Association 
Fairbanks North Star Borough 
Fairbanks Retired Teachers Association 
Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
Interior Alaska Economic Development Council, Inc.
Main Street Fairbanks
Midnight Sun Lions
Tanana Chiefs Conference
Individual contributions are made regularly

• A  c a p i t a l  c a m p a i g n  d r i v e  w i l l  b e g i n  b y  t h e  T a s k  F o r c e

This is to raise money for a new Denali Center. The City of Fairbanks has 
donated land that is being recommended to the architect as a priority site.

• A  n e w  D e n a l i  C e n t e r  w i l l  c o s t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y :  $ 1 2 . 8  M i l l i o n .

We are requesting $10.8 million from the State and will raise $2 million locally.
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O u r  P l a n . . . .

" P a r t n e r s h i p  f o r  P r o g r e s s  ■
C a p i f a l  C a m p a ig n  fo r  D e n a li  C e n t e r

• W e  b e g a n ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  H o s p i t a l  F o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o c e s s

o f  h i r i n g  a n  a r c h i t e c t / e n g i n e e r i n g  f i r m  f o r  d e s i g n  

a n d  c o s t  i n f o r m a t i o n .

• W e  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  &  p u r s u e  s o u r c e s  o f  F e d e r a l  s u p p o r t

F e d e r a l  p r o g r a m  s u p p o r t

G r a n t s

O t h e r  f u n d s

• W e  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  &  p u r s u e  s o u r c e s  o f  S t a t e  s u p p o r t

• W e  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  &  p u r s u e  s o u r c e s  o f  L o c a l  s u p p o r t

C i t y  / B o r o u g h

B u s i n e s s e s

I n d i v i d u a l s

• W e  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  &  p u r s u e  s o u r c e s  o f  C o r p o r a t e  s u p p o r t

• W e  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  &  p u r s u e  s o u r c e s  o f  F o u n d a t i o n  s u p p o r t
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S u p p o r t  i s  t h e r e . . .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  g r o u p s  h a v e  p a s s e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  o r  m a d e  c o n t r i -  
b u t i o n s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a  n e w  D e n a l i  C e n t e r  i n  F a i r b a n k s :

Alaska Federation of Natives
AARP - American Association of Retired Persons
Arctic Alliance for People
Delta Chamber of Commerce
Doyon Limited
Fairbanks City Council
Fairbanks Native Association
Fairbanks North Star Borough
Fairbanks Retired Teachers Association
Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce
Interior Alaska Economic Development Council, Inc.
Main Street Fairbanks
Midnight Sun Lions
Tanana Chiefs Conference
Individual contributions are made regularly
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O u r  H i s t o r y . . .
1 9 6 8  The Greater Fa irbank s C o m m u n it y  H o s p ita l F o u n d a t io n , In c . w a s  

fo rm e d  a s  a  c o m m u n ity  n o t - fo r -p ro f i t  o rg a n iz a t io n  to  e n s u re  th a t  
re s id e n ts  o f  In te r io r  a n d  N o r th e rn  A la s k a  w o u ld  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  th e  
v e r y  b e s t  h e a lth  c a r e  p o s s ib le .

This g r o u p  s e t a b o u t  th e  m o n u m e n t a l t a s k  o f  c o n c e p tu a li z in g ,  
d e s ig n in g , ra is in g  th e  m o n e y  fo r  a n d  b u i ld in g  Fa irbank s  M e m o r ia l 
H osp ita l.

1 9 7 2  The h o s p ita l w a s  bu ilt .

This w a s  a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  v e r y  a c t i v e  a n d  g e n e r o u s  c o m m u n it y  
s u p p o r t  a n d  a  c o n t r ib u t io n  f r o m  th e  s ta te  o f  A la s k a .

1 9 8 0  A  n e w  w ing  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  fo r  F a irb a n k s  M e m o r ia l H o sp ita l.

1 9 8 2  The p r iv a te - fo r -p ro f i t  n u rs in g  h o m e  in F a irb a n k s , C a r e a g e  North, w a s  
g o in g  to  c lo s e  its d o o r s .  T he  F o u n d a t io n  p u r c h a s e d  th e  fa c i li t y  a n d  
r e n a m e d  it D e n a l i  Center .

1 9 8 8  R e m o d e lin g  o f  th e  th ird  f lo o r  a t  F a irb a n k s  M e m o r ia l.

1 9 9 0  A d d it io n  to  F a irb a n k s  M e m o r ia l o f  t h e  MRI - ‘ M a g n e t ic  R e s o n a n c e  
Im a g in g ' , a  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  d ia g n o s t ic  t o o l .

1 9 9 0  D e c is io n  m a d e  to  b u i ld  a  n e w  D e n a li  C e n t e r .  T h e  p re s e n t  n u rs in g  
h o m e  is a n  in a d e q u a t e  fa c i li t y  to  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  th e  re s id e n ts .

T h ro u g h  p ru d e n t  f is c a l m a n a g e m e n t  b y  th e  G r e a t e r  F a irb a n k s  C o m m u n it y  H o s p i­
ta l F o u n d a t io n  th e  p re s e n t  h e a lth  c a r e  c a m p u s  h a s  a p p r e c i a t e d  in v a lu e .  It is th e  
la r g e s t  p r iv a te  e m p lo y e r  in F a irb a n k s  a n d  p r o v id e s  q u a li t y  s e rv ic e s  to  t h e  p e o p le  

' o f  In te r io r  a n d  N o rth e rn  A la s k a .
The  d e b t - f r e e  fa c i li t ie s  h a v e  p r o v id e d  A la s k a n s  w ith th e  lo w e s t  h o s p ita l r a t e s  in 
th e  s ta t e  a n d  a m o n g  th e  low e s t  n u rs in g  h o m e  ra te s .
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T r e n d s  t o  W a t c h . .

9 D e m a n d  fo r  lo n g  te rm  c a r e  is r a p id ly  in c r e a s in g

•  B y  y e a r  2 0 0 0 :
1 /2  o f  th e  e ld e r ly  w ill b e  a g e  7 5 +

•  B y  y e a r  2 0 1 0 :
th e re  w ill b e  2 2  e ld e r ly  p e r s o n s  f o r  e v e r y  1 0 0  w o rk in g  a g e  p e r s o n s

•  B y  y e a r  2 0 3 0 :
1 in 3  p e o p le  w ill b e  5 5  o r  o ld e r

•  th e  p a s t  tw o  d e c a d e s ,  th e  o ld e r  p o p u la t i o n  g r e w  tw ic e  a s  fa s t  
a s  th e  res t o f  th e  p o p u la t io n :

- 6 5+  g r o u p  g re w  b y  5 6 %
- u n d e r  6 5  g re w  b y  o n ly  1 9 %
- b e tw e e n  1 9 8 0 -8 6 , A la s k a  h a d

o v e r  5 0 %  in c r e a s e  in e ld e r l y  p o p u la t i o n .
( A l a s k a  &  N e v a d a  h a d  t h e  l a r g e s t  %  i n c r e a s e  

n a t i o n a l l y .  In 1 9 8 6 ,  A l a s k a  h a d  t h e  s m c ' l e s t  n u m b e r  

o f  e l d e r l y  - 3 %  o f  p o p u l a t i o n . )

•  T h e  8 5 +  p o p u la t io n  w ill q u a d r u p le  b e tw e e n  1 9 8 0  & 2 0 3 0
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N a t i o n a l  N u r s i n g  H o m e  

U s e  R a t e s
( p e r  1 0 0 0 )

L*o<x*j

65-74

75-54

35+

6 5 - 7 4  7 5 - 8 4  8 5 *
A g e  g roup

S o u  roe : Rura l H ea lth  Coalit ion
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F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  

P o p u l a t i o n  b y  A g e  G r o u p

% by age group 1988
Legend

25-44
| 45-64

m * *

O n ly  3 . 8 %  n o w , b u t 
s h o u ld  q u a d r u p le  in 
n e x t  t e n  y e a r s !

T h e  g ro u p  
t o  p la n  fo r :  
1 6 %  o f  p o p  
a n d  g row in g
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Ed ito ria l Opinion and Comment of

s - f f A j g i Z N g r r ?
D a i l y  M e w s  - M i n e r *

■IndrpcndmitnAlinin/s . SnlriluiNont"

Other opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Dally News-Mlner.

6 i \ e w *  D e n a l i  C e n t e r
Anyone interested in the future of long-term 

nursing home care in Fairbanks should make plans 
to attend a meeting Monday night at 7 p.m. in the 
McGown Hoorn on the first floor of Fairbanks Memo­
rial Hospital.

The Denali Center Task Force is looking for sug­
gestions on plans for a new nursing home in Fa ir­
banks.

Earlier this year, the Greater Fairbanks Com­
munity Hospital Foundation voted to close Denali 
Center in August because the Gillam Way building is 
dilapidated and. there is no money to replace it. Most 
of the patients have their bills paid by the govern­
ment, but the payments to the center are not large 
enough to allow the hospital foundation to pay for a 
new building.

The nursing home has three patients to a room 
and options for care are limited. The 67 patients i 
range in age from 35 to 101 and have a variety of 
needs that cannot be met in the current facility.

Some patients are recovering from accidents. 
Others have illnesses or disabilities that require con­
tinuing treatment. All are being cared for in the only 
long-term facility in the Interior,

After the foundation announced plans to close 
the center, people from throughout the community 
rallied to Denali Center's cause and persuaded the 
foundation to reverse its decision and to keep the 
nursing home going at least until next spring.

'“his summc-r the foundation established a 13- 
member task force that is hustling to study the nurs­
ing home needs in our community and prepare a 
fund-raising plan by the end of the year.

A review of community needs is now under way 
and is expected to be completed this month. Mon­
day’s hearing is to gather comments from Die public 
about the priorities for long-term health care.

Over the next few months, the task force will 
focus on what kind of services should be offered in 
the new Denali Center, where the home should be 
located, how big it should be and other key issues.

By the end of the year, co3t figures should be 
: available to the community along with a proposal on 
! how to raise the money. The effort to raise money 

will begin early next year. Most likely the campaign 
will require a combination of state and federal dol­
lars, local contributions and corporate donations.

Karen Porter and Wally Carlo co-chair the task 
force. Others on the task force are Jeff Cook, Gordon 
Depue, Doltie Englund, Andrea Gelvin, Andy Har­
rington, Jim Hayes, Jim Matthews, Ouida Paden,

‘ Karen Perdue, Ann Swift, and Carol Switzer.
These 13 volunteers represent a good cross- 

section of the community. They are all members of 
the hospital foundation.

The best way lor you to have a voice in the future 
of Denali Center and Fairbanks Memorial Hospital 
is lo join the foundation as well. All tt takes is $10 a 
year. Send a check to the Greater Fairbanks Com­
munity Hospital Foundation at P.O. Box 1396, Fair­
banks, Alaska 99707.

The challenge may be as great as the mountain 
the nursing home is named after, hut with strong 
community support, the new Denali Center can he- i 
come a reality. I
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D a u n t i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  D e n a l i
By ANDY HARRINGTON

M nn y  e n d  v a r ie d ,o re  th e  ta le s  
t lm t  h a v e  been  w ri tten  a b o u t the  
c h a lle n g e s  o f  D e n a li , som e good , 
som e n o t  so  good . T h ese  ta le s  
r e fe r , o f  c o u rse , to  D e n a li the 
m o u n ta in .

B u t  th e re  is a  d if fe re n t  D e n a li 
in  o u r  In t e r io r ,  w h ich  is  p rc se n t- 
in g u s  w ith  n d if fe re n t  s e t o f  c h a l­
len g e s .

W e a lm o s t  lo s t  th is  D e n a li  a  
few  m o n th s  bnck , w hen  its  gov- 
e rn in g b o a rd  (th e  F a irb a n k s  A ren  
C o m m u n ity  H o sp ita l F o u n d a ­
t io n ) d e te rm in e d  th a t  i t  w as ju s t

n o t  fe a s ib le  to  ke ep  i t  open and  
fu n c t io n in g . T h is  is su e  d om i­
n a te d  th e  h e a d lin e s  fo r  n few 
d ays , th e n  the F ou n d a tio n  r e ­
v e rs e d  its  dec is ion  an d  th in g s 
seem ed  t o q u ie td o w n .T h n t ’s u n -  
fo r tu n a te , b ecause  q u ie t  is  n o t 
w ha t's  n eeded  r ig h t  now .

T h is  s to ry , o f  c ou rse , h a s  to do 
w ith  D e n a li  th e  n u rs in g  hom e, 
nnd  its  c h a lle n g e s  n re  n o  less 
d em an d in g  th a n  those o f  the 
m o u n ta in .

F o re m o s t  am on g  these n re  the 
ch a lle n g e s  th a t  face the res id en ts 
n tD c n n li ,  w hose  dny -to -dny lives 
n re  m uch  d i f fe r e n t  from  those o f

m o s t p eop le  ren d in g  th is . W a lk ­
in g  down the h a l l  fo r  a  D e n a li 
re s id e n t can be a s  d a u n t in g  a 
c h a lle n g e  a s  sca lin g  th e  W ic k e r-  
sh am  W n ll w ou ld  be fo r  J o h n  Q . 
P u b lic . I t  ta k e s  n c e rta in  k in d  o f  
in n e r  s t re n g th , w h ich  m o s t o f  u s 
d raw  on  se ld om  i f  e v e r , to  m a in ­
ta in  one's em o tio n a l e q u ilib r iu m  
w hen  tn sk s  w h ich  w e re  fo rm e r ly  
com m onp lu ce  hnve becom e n l- 
m os t in su rm ou n tn b le  ob s tac le s .

A lso  w o rth  c o n s id e r in g  is the  
c h a lle n g e  o f  w o rk in g  n t D e n n li. 
L ik e  m oun ta in  c lim b in g , i t ’s n o t 
fo r  e v e ryone . I t  ta k e s  a  c e rta in  
k in d  o f  p e rson  to h n n d le  the jo b s

DENALI: Climbing a different mountain
From page 3

h ow eve r, c a n n o t do so ; a n d  even  
those  w h o  can  m a y  n o t a lw a y s  
fin d  th e  r ig h t  p e rson  to lis te n  to  
th em .

T h e p o in t i s . i f y o u  w an t to  s a y  
n n y th in g  a b o u t  D e n a li C e n te r , 
o r  do s om e th in g  to m a ke  su re  i t ’ s 
s t i l l  th e re  w hen  y ou , o r  y o u r  
p n re n ts , o r  y o u r  c h ild re n , n eed  it  
to  be th e re , th e re ’s no tim e lik e  
the p re s e n t .

B ec au se  th e  F ou nd a tion 's  r e ­
v e rs a l o f  i ts  d ec is ion  in  J u n e  
p re sen ted  o n ly  a  s h o rt - te rm  s o ­
lu t io n  to  th e  im m ed ia te  e m e r ­
gency. W e  can  coun t on D e n a li 
o n ly  th ro u g h  n e x t  M a rch . B e ­
yond  th a t , D e n a li ’s  fu tu re  is  up  
to  the  re s id e n ts  o f  the In te r io r .

T h e  s c re am in g  h en d lin e s  n re  
g one , n t le a s t  tem p o ra r i ly . I t ’s 
t im e  fo r  th e  q u ie t p eop le  in F a i r ­
b a n k s  to  com e o u t o f  the  w ood ­
w o rk  nnd  g e t th e  jo b  d one . I f  we 
d on ’ t, w e ’ l l  b e bnck in  th e  sam e 
c r is is , sam e tim e  n e x ty e n r , w ith  
m o re  s c re am in g  h e a d lin e s  and  
few e r o p tio n s .

T h e  D e n a li  T a s k  F o rce  h a s  
s ch edu le d  a  pub lic  m ee tin g  fo r 
M o n d a y , S ep t. 1 7  f .t  7 p .m . n t the 
M cG ow an  R oom  a t  F a irb a n k s  
M e m o ria l H o s p ita l.  T h a t  dnte 
w as ju s t  p ic ked  on  the 1 1 th , 
w h ich  d oesn ’ t  g iv e  m uch  notice 
to  th e  pub lic  a t  la rg e . B u t  the 
F o u n d a t io n  s w o rk in g  on a  v e ry  
t ig h t t im e lin e ; p ln n s  hnve  to be 
f in a liz e d  v e ry  q u ic k ly .

I f  D e n a li  does h a v e  to  c lose , 
th e  t ra u m a  in f lic te d  on  its  p a ­

tie n ts , th e  lo ss  to  the fam i ly  
m em be rs  h e re  in th e  In te r io r , 
the lo ss  o f  jo b s  to o u r  econ om y—  
n il w ou ld  h ave  us k ic k in g  o u r ­
se lv es  th in k in g , w h y  th e  heck 
d idn 't we do som e th in g  ab ou t 
th a t  soone r? W e ll,  r ig h t  now , i t ’s 
“ s o o n e r ,"a n d  r ig h t  a f t e r  “ soon e r"  
com es “ too la te ."

In t e r io r  A la s k a  w ou ld  s im p ly  
n o t be th e  sam e w ith o u t D e n u l, 
the  m o u n ta in . A nd  i t  w ou ld  not 
be th e  sam e w ith o u t D e n n li , the 
n u rs in g  h om e , w h ich  e n ab le s  u s  
to  be a  m o re  com pass ion a te  
com m un ity .

S h ip p in g  ou t i t s  re s id e n ts  is  a 
b ad  idea . T h e  n u rs in g  h om e  is  
f i l le d  w ith  peop le  w ho n re  as 
m uch  a p a r t  o f  A la s k a  as the 
m oun ta in . W e  need to k e e p  them  
h e re .

th e re , from  the ro u t in e  m a in te ­
n ance (in c re a s in g ly  n on -ro u t in e  
a s  the fn c ility g e ts o ld e r n n d o ld e r ) 
to  cop ing  w ith  the p hy s ic a l nnd  
m en ta l lim ita t io n s  o f  th e  c lie n ­
te le .

A nd  D e n a li poses n c h a lle n g e  
fo r  the c om m un ity  n t la rg o  a s  
w e ll. I t ’s  o fte n  sa id  th a t  th e  b est 
a s s e ssm en t o f  n c iv i liz a t io n  can 
be m ade  by e x nm in in g  its  p r i s ­
on s . H ow  m uch  m o re  a p t ly  th is  
snm e ob se rv a t io n  cou ld  a p p ly  to 
o u r  n u rs in g  h om es . I ’ve done 
som e w o rk  in  p rison  se tti ngs o v e r 
th e  y e a rs , nnd  I w ou ld  n o t ta k e  
issu e  w ith  those  w ho fee l th a t  
o u r  p rison  sy s tem  is  in s u b s ta n ­
t ia l need  o f  d ra s t ic  re v am p in g . 
B u t  it's im p o r ta n t  to b e a r in  m in d  
th a t  m o s t— m nybc  n o t a l l ,  b u t 
m o s t— o f  th e  fo lk s  in  j a i l  d id  
som e th in g  to  p u t th em se lv e s  
th e re . W h e re a s  the  re s id en ts  o f  
D enn li n re  th e re , n ot b y  v o lit io n , 
b u t by the ra n d om  chance o f  a  
genetic  d is o rd e r, by the sudden  
h appen s tan ce  o f  a c r ip p lin g  nu to

Occident, o r  b y  th e  in e scapab le  
fa c t th a t  h u m an  be ing s ag e .

In  fn c t, a n y  o f  u s  c o u ld  fin d  
o u rs e lv e s  in  D e n a li  C e n te r  a t  
a n y  p o in t . I t ’s  d i f f ic u lt  to  p lo ce  
y o u r s e lf  in  th a t  p o s it io n . I ’d lik e  
to  th in k  th a t , once th e re , I ’d  be 
g ra te fu l th n t th e  le v e l o f  c o re  I 
re q u ire d  w as a v a i la b le  in  a  se t­
t in g  th a t  e n a b le d  m e to s ta y  c lose 
to  m y  fn m ily  w ith o u t p la c in g  
im p o s s ib le  d em and s  on  th em . 
(K n o w in g  m e, h ow eve r, m y  guess 
is  th a t  I ’d  b e  to o  to rq u ed  ofT a t 
w h n te v e r p u t  m e  th e re  to  fee l 
a n y  g ra t itu d e . A s im p le  h e ad c o ld  
is  en ou g h  to  tu rn  m e in to  a  b e a r . )

W h n te v e r  I  fe lt ,  I  m ig h t n o t be 
i n a  posi t io n  to  e x p re s s  m y  v iew s, 
on e  w ny o r  th e  o th e r . N ow , m a n y  
D e n a li  re s id e n ts  n re  p e r fe c t ly  
c ap ab le  o f  vo ic in g  th e ir  op in ion s , 
n nd  one r u n s  th e  r i s k  o f  in c u r ­
r in g  t h e ir  w ra th  i f  on e  a s sum e s  
o th e rw ise . M an y  o th e r  re s id en ts ,
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