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HF AT.TH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

DATE 2/19/91 JOINT
TAPE #_\Q JOINT
TIME CALLED TO ORDER<@V.3r* (jtjtyfom TIME ADJOURNED,
ROLL CALL: PRES ABST TIME ARRVD JOINT MEMBERS PRESENT:
Rep. Patrick Carney /*
Rep. Georgiana Lincoln /
Rep. Bettye Davis v/
Rep. Cheri Davis /
Rep. John Gonzales /
Rep. Mark Hanley /
Rep. Mary Miller /
AGENDA:
BILL NO. SHORT TITLE ACTION TAKEN
HB18 Marriage and Family Therapists
*HB 6 Approp: Long-Term Care Facility-Fairbanks-11 Million
OTHER:
WG uP H&'Ca

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:



MOUSE COMMITTEE REPCTT
Date Refereed: January 21, 1991 FURTHER REFERRALS:
Date of Committee Action:
The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 6
HOUSE BILL NO. 6 APPROP: LONG-TERM CARE FACILITY-FAIRBANKS

aAtn Act making an appropriation for a long-term health care facility in Fairbanks; and providing for an effective
ate,

RECOMMENDATIONS: the same title
be replaced with | ]anew title

[ | have attached amendments(s)
[ | do pass

[ | do not pass

[ | no recommendations

[ » "individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS: letter of Intent
ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): APPROVES PREVIOUS: oot/
[ ] fiscal impact [ ] fiscal note(s)
[ ] zero fiscal note [ ] zero fiscal note(s)
SIGNING DO PASS: SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
Check appropriate column: Do Not No Rec Amend

Pass

's Signature
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REPRESENTATIVE FAIRBANKS
MARK BOYER
1098 LAKEVIEW TERRACE
VICE-CHAIRMAN FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701
HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE (907) 456-6473
JUNEAU
P.O. box v
STATE CAPITOL
N oitsc of 3Represcntatifn?s JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811
. ) . (907) 465-3466
T0: Rep, Georgianna Lincoln, Co-chair

Rep. Pat Carney, Co-Chair _ _
Health, Education & Social Services Committee

From: Rep. Mark Boy
Date: February 5, 1991
Subject:  Scheduling of HB 6

| am requesting that you schedule at your earliest convenience
a hearing for HB 6, an act making an appropriation for a long-term
health care facility in Fairbanks.

This bill would appropriate $11,000,000 for the construction of
a replacement facility for the Denali Center nursing home, the only
long term care facility in interior Alaska.

Denali Center is owned by the Greater Fairbanks Community
Hospital Foundation. It is old and run down. The Hospital Foundation
determined that it could no longer supﬁort the existing structure,
which is wrought with asbestos and other structural problems, and
decided to close down the home. An immediate outcry of public
support for Denali forced the Foundation last spring to postpone the
closure for one year pending a financial solution.

The Foundation established a task force to complete a needs
assessment, solicit commun|t¥ financial and in-kind contributions,
and request state assistance. The City of Fairbanks appears willing to
donate ihe land, and a modest amount of local contributions have
already been received. It is important that the state make a financial
commitment this year so that we can avoid the disruption that would
occ./ should Denali Center close.

~Long-term care is a statewide need. | appreciate your
consideration of HB 6.

FAIRBANKS 20B

SFVtdS0/zZ. StATEM ~AIT



The
NEW DENAU CENTER
Project

A com munity partnership for quality long term care

for the people of Interior & Northern Alaska.

FOUNDATION MEMBERS

Steve Stephens, rresiaen: David D. Rasley, 1st vice president
James Matthews, 214 vice presiaent Harry Porter, rreasurer Joe Faulhaber, secretary
Ron Arter Dennis Green

Walter Carlo

Edward K. Christiansen
Douglas Colp

Jeff Cook

Leland D. Corkran

William H. Doolittle, M.D.

Conrad G.B. Frank
Andrea Gelvin
Keith Gianni, M.D.

Janet Halvarson

Mike Kelly

William W. Mendenhall
Ouida Paden

Richard Seifert
William G. Stroecker
David Swanson

Karen Porter

Dale Yoder

DENAU CENTER TASK FORCE MEMBERS

Walter Carlo, co-cnair
Jeff Cook

Margaret Cox
Gordon Depue
Dottie Englund
Andrea Gelvin

Andy Harrington

Jim Hayes

TD enali G s.nrfty’

Jim Matthews

Ouida Paden

Karen Perdue

Karen Porter, co-chair
John Sackett

Ann Swift

Carol Switzer

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION. INC: Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks, AK 99707 / 452-2955
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Denall Center is...

* a private, not-for-profit nursing home facility owned by the creater

Fairbanks Community Hospital Foundation, Inc. and operated by
Lutheran Hospitals & Home s Society.

* notjust 'an old peoples home', it is home to infants, children,

and adults who need skilled care - thatis, short-term to
long-term resident nursing home care.

* a place that serves people who are too sick to live at home,
but too well to need a hospital environment.

+ a regional facility serving Interior and Northern Alaska with over 40%
of the residents coming from villages outside of the Fairbanks area.

+ afacility where payment for resident's care is:
80% - Medicaid (State of Alaska)
10% - Medicare (Federal)
6% - Otherinsurance
4% - Private pay

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL foundation . INC: Denali Center Task Force /P.0. Box 71396 / Fairberks. AK 99707 / 452-2955



Denali Center Case Statement

Rardl Huffiman's hairline hes ressced over theyears, the “manfromMars'” tettoo
anhis leftfarsaminesfedsd toallight biug, and he's losta kit ofweight. Hisfamilly
teessshimelout gettingdd, eenthoughreis only 32, They talkandjokewithbim
but arent surerecanhear. Theysit at his beciiceand enoouragehimtogel wel,
but doctarsarerit sure heever will,

Huffiman, 32, hestbeenoonrdcsgfornarethani3years sincethedayhissnowmechine
adlicedwithatruckanEageAvenue. Six montts later, hisfamily dededhiminto
Derdli Cater. "Beforethis, | thought the nursing harewssjusstfor dderpeaae”
Phyilis Seatssays. Todky, it is hersanis hane, until Ferecovers. "That's whetwe
kesphgargad prayingfor, really,” Sesays.

Denali Centerisanot-for-profitnursinghomelocatedinFairbanks. Itisowned by TheGrcater
Fairbanks Commrunity Hospoital Foundation, Inc and operated by Lutheran Hospitals & Hores
Sodiety. It serves people from all over the state with over 40% of its residents coming from
rural Alaska. The present facility needs replacement. It is old and poorly designed and
current residentsarenotadequately served nor will it serve thecommunity in thefuture. The

people of the cities and villages of Interior and Northern Alaska deserve better.

The Center was built in 1969 and operated privately as, CareageNorth NursingHoe 1n 1983
the Hospital Foundation bought the facility to prevent its closing. The Foundation has since
contributed over $3 million dollars to purchase and improve the existing Denali Center.

Denali Center provides care notonly for the elderly, but also for infants, children and adults
who need medical care. Denali Center cares for people who are too sick to live at home, but

too well to need a hospital environment.

Residents range inage fromone toone hundred. Theirneeds are as varied as thc-irages; they
are too old to live independently, they need daily medical attention, they need rehabilitative
care after an accident, or they are too feeble to be cared forat home. Without Denali Center,
many people would be forced to leave the state, leave family and friends, to seek skilled care.

Denal; Center is a vital part of health care services in interior Alaska.

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUN I TY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION.. INC: Denalli Center Task Force / P.0. Box 71396 /Fairberks, AK 99707 / 452-2955
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Eighty percent of the facility’s residents are Medicaid supported, 10% receive Medicare, 6%
otherinsurance, and 4% are private pay. In other parts of the nation, there are more private
pay patients partly because costs of nursing home care are lower. However, throughout the

nation very few private insurance policies cover nursing home care.

We need a new nursing home. Today, Denali Centerisan inadequate facility. There are often
three people toaroomand up tosix people who must share abathroom. There isn't room for
a resident to have a family gathering, a small birthday party or even a private medical
consultation. There are no personal care ureas for medical diagnosis or to administer

medication. The staff doesn't have a break area or place to prepare for work.

Aresident at Denali Center has only 80 sqg. ft. of personal living space, or 2505sq. ft. of the total
building space. Each resident has only a 2-foot by 21-inch closet to store all personal
belongings. Nationally many nursing homes offer 400-650sq. ft. perresident of total building

space.

The present building is nineteen years old and is of 2"'x4" construction. It is crowded and
inefficient to operate. Theactivity room also serves asadining area. Activities are disturbed
three times a day when the staff sets up for and cleans up after meals. Residents must go
outside to board the van for transportation to doctor appointments and other activities. For
some residents this is a hazardous situation especially in extremely cold weather. Storage
space isn't sufficient for housekeeping equipment, kitchen goods, and medical supplies.

Because of asbestos in the walls and floors, remodeling is not possible.

We need a new facility. Our residents need adequate outdoor space and common areas for
social activities. Alocation near the hospital would allow for the sharing of existing dietary
and laundry services and mechanical systems. This would provide better service and more
efficient facility operation. We need a specificprogram toaddress the needs ofnursinghome

residents suffering from Alzheimers disease.

As the population ages nursing home services will be in greater demand. The Fairbanks
North Star Borough population over 65, is projected to quadruple in the next ten years. By
theyear 2010 there will be 22 elderly people for every 100 working age persons. We can make

a difference today and plan for the future. Working together, we can build a new Denali
Center.

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL foundation . INC: Denali Center Task Foice /P.0. Box 71396 / Fairternks. AK 99707 / 452-2955



The Problem....

Denali Center is an inadequate facility:

- there are often 3 people to a room
- Up to 6 people share a hathroom
- there is little space for activities
- there are only two private rooms _
- there is no private space for a family gathering, telephone calls,
a medical consultation, a birthday party , _
- 1o personal care areas to administer medication, for diagnosis
- no space for staff preparation work or break areas
* itis an old, poorly designed building
- the physical plant is 19 years old ,
-it can not be remodeled because of asbestos in the walls & floors
-there is major heat loss hecause of the 2x4 construction
- building does not meet 1990 building standards ,
- Inability to equip better telephone service & access for residents
- there is not énough room to stock medical and housekeeping supplies
and inadequate storage for kitchen goods. o
- no transportation entrance for residents so they can board the van inside
- ot enou,?h room for rehabilitation services
- the activity room is used as a dining room 3 times a day

Denali Center provides 80 sq.ft of personal space per resident

or 250 sq .ft./resident total building space. —

- most nursing homes provide 400 - 650 sq.ft./resident total building space.
- the ONLY storage space for resident's personal belongings is a 2'x21" closet

Nursing home services will be in greater dem and

as the population ages.
The needs ofthe Fairbanks area and the surrounding com m unities

of Interior and Northern Alaska are not being v/ell served

by the exisiting Denali Center.

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUN I TY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION.. INC: Denalli Center Task Force ! P.0. Box 7)39% / Fairbarks. AK 99707 /452-2955



This a statewide project.
Denali Center residents com e
from all over the state...

Point Hope

Arctic Village
Allakaket «

Nor¥e " UHL&aBeS. I Beaver Fo#t Yukon
4,* Koyukuk »
Vi ~"Nutato - # Fairbanks . Ea9le
Kallag = =
Ruby Tanana Delta Junction

. Tok

y Cross Healy * jNorlhway

Lower Kalskag «
Cantwell Glennallen

Haines

THEGREATER FAIRBANKS communii ty HOSPITAL FOUNDATION. INC: Deralli Center Task Force /P.0. Box 7139% / Fairterks, AK 99707 / 452-2955



W h at W e N e e d

e A new facility that provides the following:

- a capacity to serve not less than 80, but not more than 100 residents

- privacy inthe residents rooms

- adequate outdoor space

- common areas for social activites

- a culturally sensitive design

- comprehensive rehabilitation services & equipment with easy access

- structural design to enhance delivery of services

- flexible design able to readily adapt to expansion of services

- accommodations for staff work areas and break areas

- specific design components to address the needs of the terminally ill

* a location that would be conducive to sharing existing services & systems

- specific design components to address the needs of residents suffering from
Alzheimers disease who qualify for nursing care. This could include the
design of a specific program area dedicated to this purpose.

The Task Force heard testimony that non-medical services for Alzheimers
patients were sorely needed. Many Alzheimers clients would be served
by assisted living and other available community support such as adult
day care and specialized foster care. Currently, funding is only available
for nursing home care of Alzheimers patients with other medical

problems. This is an area that needs further investigation.

e A further exploration of an *assisted living’ facility
with a capacity of 25-50 units.
This could be a campus approach or a separate Site.
Assisted living is a level of residential care less intensive
than a nursing home. It provides an intermediate step
from one’s own home to the nursing home, and vice versa.

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION.INC: Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks. AK 99707 / 452-2955
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The problems will not diminish with time.
As the populajon ages, these services will be in greater demand.

The present facility was poorly designed by the original owner.
As a result, remodeling the facility would not resolve many of its problems -
and it would cost nearly as much as a new facility. There is asbestos in the
walls and floars.

Nursing homes play a crucial role inreducing health care costs.

By providing a cost effective alternative to lengthy and
unnecessary hospitalizations.

There iswide community support fora new facility.
Some of the Fairbanks community groups and state-wide organizations that
have passed resolutions in support of a new nursing home facility in Fairbanks:
Alaska Federation of Natives
AARP - American Association of Retired Persons
Arctic Alliance for People
Delta Chamber of Commerce
Doyon Limited
Fairbanks City Council
Fairbanks Native Association
Fairbanks North Star Borough
Fairbanks Retired Teachers Association
Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce
Interior Alaska Economic Development Council, Inc.
Main Street Fairbanks
Midnight Sun Lions
Tanana Chiefs Conference
Individual contributions are made regularly

e A capitalcampaign drive will begin by the Task Force
This is to raise money for a new Denali Center. The City of Fairbanks has
donated land that is being recommended to the architect as a priority site.

* A new Denali Center will cost approximately: $12.8 Million.
We are requesting $10.8 million from the State and will raise $2 million locally.

THE GREATER Fairbanks COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION.INC: Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks. AK 99707 / 452-2955



"Partnership for Progress |
Capifal Campaign for Denali Center

We began, through the Hospital Foundation, the process
of hiring an architect/engineering firm for design
and cost information.

e We will identify & pursue sources of Federal support
Federal program support
Grants
Other funds

We will identify & pursue sources of State support

We will identify & pursue sources of Local support
City /Borough
Businesses
Individuals

We will identify & pursue sources of Corporate support

We will identify & pursue sources of Foundation support

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL foundation,INC: Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks. AK 99707 / 452-2955



Support is there

The following groups have passed resolutions or made contri-
butions in support of a new Denali Center in Fairbanks:

Alaska Federation of Natives

AARP - American Association of Retired Persons
Arctic Alliance for People

Delta Chamber of Commerce

Doyon Limited

Fairbanks City Council

Fairbanks Native Association

Fairbanks North Star Borough

Fairbanks Retired Teachers Association

Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce
Interior Alaska Economic Development Council, Inc.
Main Street Fairbanks

Midnight Sun Lions

Tanana Chiefs Conference

Individual contributions are made regularly

THE GREATER FA'RBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION.INC: Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks. AK 99707 / 452-2955



Our History...

1968

1972

1980

1982

1988

1990

1990

The Greater Fairbanks Community Hospital Foundation, Inc. was
formed asa community not-for-profit organization to ensure that
residents of Interior and Northern Alaska would have access to the
very hest health care possible.

This group set about the monumental task of conceptualizing,
designing, raising the money forand building Fairbanks Memorial
Hospital.

The hospital was built.

Thiswas achieved through very active and generous community
supportand a contribution from the state of Alaska.

A new wing was constructed for Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.

The private-for-profit nursing home in Fairbanks, Careage North, was
going to close itsdoors. The Foundation purchased the facility and
renamed it Denali Center.

Remodeling of the third floor at Fairbanks Memorial.

Addition to Fairbanks Memorial of the MRI - ‘Magnetic Resonance
Imaging', a state-of-the-art diagnostic tool.

Decision made to build a new Denali Center. The present nursing
home isan inadequate facility to meetthe needs of the residents.

Through prudentfiscal management by the Greater Fairbanks Community Hospi-
tal Foundation the present health care campus has appreciated invalue. Itisthe
largest private employerin Fairbanks and provides quality services to the people
“of Interiorand Northern Alaska.
The debt-free facilities have provided Alaskans with the lowest hospital rates in
the state and among the lowest nursing home rates.



Trends to W atch

9 Demand forlong term care israpidly increasing

« Byyear2000:
1/2 of the elderly will be age 75+

« Byyear2010:
there will be 22 elderly persons for every 100 working age persons

« Byyear2030;
Lin3 people willbe 55 orolder

« the pasttwo decades, the older population grew twice as fast
as the rest of the population:

- 65+ group grew by 56%
- under 65 grew by only 19%
-between 1980-86, Alaska had

over50% increase inelderly population.

(Alaska & Nevada had the largest% increase
nationally. In 1986, Alaska had the smc'lestnumber
of elderly -3% of population.)

« The 85+ population willquadruple between 1980 & 2030

1HE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HC JPfTAL FOUNDATION.INC: Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 71396/ Fairbanks. AK 99707 / 452*2955



National Nursing Home

Use Rates
(per 1000)
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Souroe: Rural Health Coalition
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Fairbanks North Star Borough
Population by Age Group

% by age group 1988

2544
| 4564

Only 3.8% now, but
should quadruple in
nextten years!

The group
to plan for:
16% of pop
and growing

FAIRBANKSCOMMUNITYHOSPITALfCINDATCM .:\C: Denon Center TaskFcrco / PO . 20x 71396/ Fo;roanxs .AKW C7/
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Sunday, September 16,1990

Editorial Opinion and Comment of
. s-ffAjgizNgrr?
Daily Mews -Miner*
mlndrpcndmitnAlinin/s . SnlriluiNont"

Other opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily
reflect those of the Dally News-Miner.

ilew* Denali Center

Anyone interested in the future of long-term
nursing home care in Fairbanks should make plans
to attend a meeting Monday night at 7 p.m. in the
McGown Hoorn onthe first floor of Fairbanks Memo-
rial Hospital.

The Denali Center Task Force is looking for sug-
gestions on plans for a new nursing home in Fair-
banks.

Earlier this year, the Greater Fairbanks Com-
munity Hospital Foundation voted to close Denali
Center in August because the Gillam Way building is
dilapidated and. there is no money toreplace it. Most
of the patients have their bills paid by the govern-
ment, but the payments to the center are not large
enough to allow the hospital foundation to pay for a
new building.

The nursing home has three patients to a room
and options for care are limited. The 67 patients
range in age from 35 to 101 and have a variety of
needs that cannot be met in the current facility.

Some patients are recovering from accidents.
Others have illnesses or disabilities that require con-
tinuing treatment. All are being cared for in the only
long-term facility in the Interior,

After the foundation announced plans to close
the center, people from throughout the community
rallied to Denali Center's cause and persuaded the
foundation to reverse its decision and to keep the
nursing home going at least until next spring.

*“his summe-r the foundation established a 13-
member task force that is hustling to study the nurs-
ing home needs in our community and prepare a
fund-raising plan by the end of the year.

A review of community needs is now under way
and is expected to be completed this month. Mon-
day’s hearing is to gather comments from Die public
about the priorities for long-term health care.

Over the next few months, the task force will
focus on what kind of services should be offered in
the new Denali Center, where the home should be
located, how big it should be and other key issues.

By the end of the year, co3t figures should be
available tothe community along with a proposal on
how to raise the money. The effort to raise money
will begin early next year. Most likely the campaign
will require a combination of state and federal dol-
lars, local contributions and corporate donations.

Karen Porter and Wally Carlo co-chair the task
force. Others on the task force are Jeff Cook, Gordon
Depue, Doltie Englund, Andrea Gelvin, Andy Har-
rington, Jim Hayes, Jim Matthews, Ouida Paden,
Karen Perdue, Ann Swift, and Carol Switzer.

These 13 volunteers represent a good cross-
section of the community. They are all members of
the hospital foundation.

The bestway lor you tohave a voice in the future
of Denali Center and Fairbanks Memorial Hospital
is lo join the foundation as well. All tt takes is $10 a
year. Send a check to the Greater Fairbanks Com-
munity Hospital Foundation at P.O. Box 1396, Fair-
banks, Alaska 99707.

The challenge may be as great as the mountain
the nursing home is named after, hut with strong
community support, the new Denali Center can he-
come a reality.



Dauntingy

By ANDY HARRINGTON

Mnny end varied,ore the tales
timthave been written about the
challenges of Denali, some good,
some not so good. These tales
refer, of course, to Denali the
mountain.

_ Butthere is a different Denali
inour Interior, which is prcsent-

ingus with ndifferent setofchal-

Ierwes. _ ,

e almost lost this Denali a
few months bnck, when its gov-
erningboard (the Fairbanks Aren
Community Hospital Founda-
tion) determined thatit wasjust

challenges

not feasible to keep it open and

functioning. This issue domi-

nated the headlines for n few

days, then the Foundation re-

versed its decision and things
seemed toquietdown.Thnt'sun-
fortunate, because quiet is not
what's needed right now.

This storF,ofcourse_, has to do
with Denali the nursing home,
nnd its challenges nre "no less
demanding than those of the
mountain.

Foremostamong these nre the
challenges that face the residents
ntDcnnll,w.hosedn¥-to-dnyllves
nre much different from those of

most people rending this. Walk-
ing down the hall for a Denali
resident can be as daunting a
challenge as scaling the Wicker-
sham Wnll would be for John Q.
Public. It takes n certain kind of
innerstrength, which mostofus
draw on seldom ifever, to main-
tain one'semotional equilibrium
when tnsks which were form erlr
commonpluce hnve become nl-
mostinsurmountnble obstacles.

Also worth considering is the
challenge of working nt Dennli.
Like mountain climbing, it's not
for everyone. It takes a certain
kind ofperson tohnndle thejobs

of the

DENALI: Climbing a diifferent mountain

From page 3

however, cannot do so;and even
those who can may not always
find the right person to listen to
them.

Thepointis.ifyou want to say
nnything about Denali Center,
ordosomething tomake sureit’s
still there when you, or your
pnrents,oryour children, need it
to be there, there's no time like
the present.

Because the Foundation's re-

versal of its decision in June

Fresented only a short-term so-
ution to the immediate emer-

gency. We can count on Denali

only through next March. Be-

yond that, Denali's future is up
to the residents of the Interior.

The screaming hendlines nre
gone, nt least temporarily. It's
time for the quiet people in Fair-
banks to come out of the wood-
work nnd ?et the job done. If we
don't, we'll be bnck in the same
crisis, same time nextyenr, with
more screaming headlines and
fewer options,

The Denali Task Force has
scheduled a public meeting for
Monday,SeEt. 17f.t7E.m.ntthe
McGowan Room at Fairbanks
Memorial Hospital. That dnte
was HwUSt picked on the 11th,
which doesn't give much notice
to the public at large. But the
Foundation sworking ona very
tight timeline; plnns hnve to be
finalized very quickly.

If Denali does have to close,
the trauma inflicted on its pa-

tients, the loss to the family
members here in the Interior,
the loss ofjobs to our economy—
nil would have us kicking our-
selves thinking, wh%/_the heck
didn't we do something about
that sooner? Well, ri?ht now, it's
“sooner,"and rightafter“sooner"
comes “too late."

Interior Alaska would simpl¥
not be the same without Denul,
the mountain. And it would not
be the same without Dennli, the
nursing home, which enables us
to be 'a more compassionate
community. , _

Shipping out its residents is a
bad idea. The nursinﬂ home is
filled with peoFIe who nre as
much a part of Alaska as the
mountain. We need tokeep them
here.
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other

there, from the routine mainte-
nance (mcreasmglr non-routine
as the fncility etsodernndoldeg
to come with the physical nn
{nfntal Imitations of the clien-
ele.

And Denali poses n challenge
for the community nt largo as
well. It's often said that the best
assessment of n civilization can
be made by exnmining its pris-
ons. How much more aptly this
snme observation could apply to
our nursing homes. I've done
somework in prison settingsover
the years, nnd | would not take
issue with those who feel that
our prison system is in substan-
tial need of drastic revamping.
Butit'simportanttobearin mind
that most—mnybc not all, but
most—of the folks in jail did
something to put themselves
there. Whereas the residents of
Dennli nre there, not by volition,
but by the random chance of a
ﬂenetlc disorder, by the sudden

appenstance ofacrippling nuto

D enall

Occident, or by the inescapable
fact that human beings a?e..

In fnct, any of us could find
ourselves in Denali Center at
any point. It's difficult to ploce
yourselfin that position. 1'd like
to think that, once there, I'd be
grateful thnt the level of core |
required was available in a set-
ting thatenabled metosta){clpse
to ‘my family without placing
impoSsible demands on them.
(Knowing me, however, my guess
IS that I'd be too torqued ofT at
whntever put me there to feel
any gratitude. Asimple headcold
isenough toturn meintoabear.)
~ Whntever I felt, I might not be
inaposition toexpressmy views,
onewnyorthe other. Now, many
Denali residents nre perfectly
capableofvoicing theiropinions,
nnd one runs the risk of incur-
ring their wrath if one assumes
otherwise. Many otherresidents,

See page 7; DENALI
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