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January 14, 1992

Representative Mark Boyer 
House o f Representatives 
State Capitol, Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Mail Stop 3100, Capitol Rm 411

Dear Representative Boyer,

The Southcentral Coalition fo r Assistive Technology strongly supports the proposal 
fo r the "TOOLS FOR LIFE" assistive technology guaranteed loan fund. This loan 
fund w ill enable many Alaskans with disabilities to become Integrated and 
productive members o f their communities. We also strongly suggest that a Grant 
Program be incorporated Into the proposed legislation to accommodate those 
special cases where assistive technology is needed for independent liv ing and the 
consumer has no ab ility to pay back a loan. The proposed legislation w ill assist 
Alaskans with disabilities In their efforts to become working productive members 
o f the ir communities and w ill assist families In their efforts to purchase needed 
equipment fo r their children with disabilities.

Several very successful loan programs have be developed In the Lower 48. We 
strongly suggest that these programs be reviewed as examples as the Alaska 
program is legislated and developed.

In Main, The Adaptive Equipment Loan Program (AELP) h as been in operation since 
1988. AELP has closed a total o f 129 loans effective Ju ly 1991 at $1,286,510 and 
have only experienced one default.

In another program Kurxwell/Xerox jo ined forces with th e American Foundation fo r 
the B lind  In a private-public cooperative venture to make $2,000,000 available to 
blind  consumers fo r purchase o f reading machines. Over 85 loans were made 
through the Bank o f Boston with no defaults.

The California Department o f  Rehabilitation administers two assistive technology 
financing programs: 1) The Handicapped Transportation Loan Guarantee Program 
and 2) The Assistive Technology Guarantee Program. Both programs have been 
successful and a th ird program is being considered for fleet van purchases for 
adult consumers.
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We reviewed the work draft o f the b ill dated 1/2/92, and have some concerns 
regarding the consumer qualifications outlined for loan e lig ib ility  and have some 
questions regarding specific qualifications (refer to the enclosed Work Draft):

(1) Specifically how w ill a d isability determination be made?

(2) Why a fou r year payback requirement?

(4) What Is a less costly source?

(5) Is there any way to provide the needed technology when the person with
the disability or their fam ily does not have the means to pay back a 
loan?

(6) How does this deal with a consumer who needs a vehicle to become
employed and is not working because they do no t have transportation?

(d) A more specific definition o f durable equipment, adaptive aids and 
assistive devices In needed.

We are confident that as this b ill Is written these qualifications w ill be reviewed and 
the final product w ill be a b ill that w ill successfully provide appropriate financial 
assistance to people with disabilities. We would be happy to assist In the 
development o f this b ill and would be available to provided Information throughout 
the process.

Thank you fo r your efforts to provide critica lly needed services fo r people with 
disabilities in Alaska.

Technologically yours,

 ____

Dustin D. Farnum
TOOLS FOR LIFE Committee
Southcentral Coalition fo r Assistive Technology
M W  Woodland Park Drive, Suite 900
Anchorage, Alaska 99517
(907) 248-4777
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February 3, 1992

Dustin D. Farnum
TOOLS FOR LIFE Committee
Southcentral Coalition for Assistive Technology
3610 Woodland Park Drive, Suite 900
Anchorage, AK 99517

Dear Dustin,

Thank you for your letter regarding HB 388, the assistive technology loan 
guarantee bill that I've sponsored. I appreciate your support and would like to 
respond to your questions.

(c)(1) How will a disability determination be made?

The Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) has criteria already 
established for determining a disability. Since they will be administering 
the loan guarantee program, they will adopt regulations and establish 
criteria to make the determinations.

(c)(2) Why a four year pay back requirement?

This is an area I a m  reviewing with the hope of allowing a longer pay 
back period for vehicle purchases and similar high cost items.

(c)(4) What is a less costly source?

S o m e  individuals m a y  be able to obtain the assistive technology they 
need through programs such as Medicaid, Medicare or charitable 
foundations. D V R  would inform potential applicants of possible sources.

FAIRBANKS 20B
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(c)(5) Is there any way to provide the needed technology when the person with 
the disability or his/her family does not have the means to pay back a

Not through H B  388. I recognize the need for some type of grant 
program and would support it. However, the political realities often mean 
taking an "ideal" package and breaking it up into smaller parts that are 
easier for the legislature, as a whole, to accept. So the first step, in m y  
opinion, is a loan guarantee program. It provides for greater self- 
sufficiency than a grant and does not have as large a fiscal impact on the 
state budget as a grant program. This is not to say that a grant program 
will never be established. Just not this year.

(c)(6) How does this deal with a consumer who needs a vehicle to become 
employed and is not working because he/she does not have 
transportation?

I hope to change this provision to allow individuals to qualify if they have 
just been hired or received a written job offer.

(d) A more specific definition of durable equipment, adaptive aids and 
assistive devices is needed.

D V R  will establish more specific definitions. To place more specific 
definitions in statute would make it difficult to allow for unforeseen needs 
and n e w  technologies.

Thanks again for your thoughtful review of this bill. I look forward to working 
with you on this issue.

loan?

Sincerely,

Mark Boyer 
Representative
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Rep. Georgianna Lincoln, Co-Chair 
Rep. Pat Carney, Co-Chair
House Health, Education and Social Services Committee

FROM: Rep. Mark Bo

DATE: March 25, 1992

RE: HB 388, assistive technology loan guarantee

Attached is a draft committee substitute for HB 388 that makes the following 
changes to the original version:

• In answer to a concern that banks will have nothing to lose with a full 
guarantee program, subsection (b) provides, instead, for a 90% guarantee.

• Since a maximum four year payback of a loan could require prohibitive 
monthly payments for larger loans, subsection (c)(2) provides for a six year 
payback for loans of $10,000 or more.

• The employment requirement for a vehicle loan in subsection (c)(6) was 
changed from 12 months to 90 days. The draft also clarified in this 
subsection that the employment requirement is for the applicant, not the 
handicapped person

Also attached is an explanation of the steps that would be taken to guarantee a 
loan and to provide an interest subsidy.

I would appreciate it if the HESS Committee could consider this legislation at 
your earliest convenience. The Senate version, SB 373, passed out of the 
Senate HESS Committee Tuesday.

FAIRBANKS 20B
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March 27, 1992

HB 388
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM

The Assistive Technology Loan Guarantee Program would be 
established to assist persons with disabilities, their families, or their 
employers to purchase durable equipment, adaptive aids, assistive 
devices, and vehicles, in order to obtain or maintain employment or to 
live more independently.

The program would allow the Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation (DVR) to guarantee 90% of loans from private 
institutions so that persons with disabilities, their families, or their 
employers who cannot qualify for other assistance or private loans 
can obtain necessary adaptive technology. DVR would work with 
financial institutions to extend the time period during which a ioan is 
paid back, as well as buy down interest rates, to make payments 
more manageable for consumers. An applicant's permanent fund 
dividend could be used as collateral.
HOW IT WORKS

The person with the d isability in need of the assistive 
technology, or the person's family or employer, must be unable to to 
obtain the needed equipment through DVR, Medicare, Medicaid, or 
other funding sources such as insurance companies. In making 
decisions about eligibility, DVR would also determine that the 
applicant was unable to obtain the equipment or device from a free or 
less costly source. In addition, the division would review the request 
to determine that the device or equipment would be appropriate or 
best-suited to the applicant's disability. The DVR office that does the 
initial screening would document its determinations.

FAIRBANKS 20B



Assuming the division's determinations indicate the applicant 
would be an appropriate candidate for this program, a loan 
application would be completed and signed by the applicant and 
forwarded to a local cooperating financial institution for review. The 
financial institution would evaluate the applicant's ability to make loan 
payments based on income and general credit history and return its 
recommendation to DVR. The division would then determine whether 
or not to guarantee 90% of the loan. They would also determine 
whether or not to subsidize the interest.

Conditions fo r vehicle loan:
A person with a disability, or that person's family, could apply for 

a vehicle loan. The loan program could be used for the purchase or 
modification of a vehicle to provide transportation for the individual 
with a disability. To be eligible, the person would have to be living 
independently or with a parent or guardian. An income limit would be 
set, and the applicant would have to be steadily employed a minimum 
of 90 days prior to the date of the initial loan request. This 
employment requirement is only for a vehicle loan.



March 24,1992

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM
Step-by-step procedures for an assistive technology loan guarantee and
interest subsidy:

1. The consumer (disabled individual or his/her family or employer)
approaches DVR for loan guarantee to purchase assistive technology 
(durable equipment, an adaptive aid, an assistive device, or vehicle) in 
order to obtain or maintain employment or to live more independently.

2. DVR determines whether the desired assistive technology is appropriate
to the disability. They also determine if there is another source of 
funding, such as Medicaid, Medicare, other federal programs or grants.

3. DVR has the consumer complete a loan application.

4. DVR forwards the application to a cooperating bank (or credit union).

5. The bank completes the credit check and makes a recommendation
regarding the consumer's ability to repay the loan.

6. Based on the information provided by the bank, DVR decides whether or 
not to guarantee 90% of the loan. DVR may also choose to subsidize all 
or part of the interest to make the payments affordable for the consumer.

7. DVR informs the bank when they will guarantee a loan. The bank makes
the loan, if they agree, to the consumer.

8. The state will hold in reserve a percentage of the total amount of
guarantees. The actual percentage would be determined based on the 
risk of the loans and, as the program progresses, the history of defaults. 
(Note: similar programs in other states have shown very low default 
rates.)

HB 388



POSITION PAPER: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Division Vocational Rehabilitation______________Bill Number. _  HB 388
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program for assistive technology"
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P O S I T I O N  PAPER: D E P A R T M E N T  O F  EDUCATION 
H o u s e  B I L L  NO. 388

T H E  D E P A R T M E N T ' S  POSITION:

The D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  this bill. It w o u l d  m e e t  an 
i d e n t i f i e d  n e e d  b y  a  g roup of i n d i v i d u a l s  in the State of A l a s k a  w h i c h  is 
n o t  n o w  b e i n g  addressed. It  is r e c o m m e n d e d  that the m e c h a n i c s  of the lo a n  
g u a r a n t e e  and i n t e r e s t  s u b s i d i e s  be clarified. O t h e r  than student loans b y  
the C o m m i s s i o n  on P o s t  S e c o n d a r y  Education, the Depar t m e n t  is n o t  in the 
l o a n  business, and doe s  n o t  hav e  the infras t r u c t u r e  to support s i g n i f i c a n t  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  this area. This w o u l d  best be h a n d l e d  b y  b a n k i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .

W H A T  T H E  B I L L  DOES:

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t w o  t y p e s  of assistance to individuals w h o  n e e d  
h e l p  in o r d e r  to  ac q u i r e  a s s i s t i v e  devices:

L O A N  G U A R A N T E E

T h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  the state to g u a r a n t e e  loans issued to i n d i v i d u a l s  
w h o  n e e d  a s s i s t i v e  d e v i c e s . The p r o c e s s  f o r  accessing the g u a r a n t e e  is as 
follows:

1. T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o m pletes a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  ava i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e i r  local
a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  office.

2. T h e  local o f f i c e  p e r s o n n e l  wi l l  evaluate the degree to w h i c h  the
i n d i v i d u a l  m e e t s  p r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  criteria for a c q u i r i n g  a l o a n  a n d  
c e r t i f i e s  t hose w h o  qualify.

3. T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p r e s e n t s  t h e  certification, a long with a n  a p p l i c a t i o n
f o r  a loan, t o  a b a n k  of h i s / h e r  choice.

4. T h e  b a n k  acts on t h e  applic a t i o n .  After the loan is m a d e  it is
t r e a t e d  as  a n y  o t h e r  loan. If the p e r s o n  defaults o n  the l o a n  the 
s t a t e  is l i a b l e  to m e e t  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  obligation.

S U B S I D I Z E D  I N T E R E S T

B a s e d  on  the a b i l i t y  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  to repay the loan, the s t a t e  c a n  
s u b s i d i z e  the i n t e r e s t  rate up  to t h a t  r e q u i r e d  by  the l o a n i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n .

I M P A C T  OF  T H E  BILL:

If p a s s e d ,  this bi l l  w o u l d  mak e  it p o s s i b l e  for citizens of the S t a t e  of 
A l a s k a  to  g a i n  a c c e s s  to t e c h n o l o g i c a l  devices n e c e s s :r y  for t h e m  to 
f u n c t i o n  mor e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n  t h e i r  h o m e s  a n d  communities. It is 
e s t i m a t e d  that there are a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4,000 persons in the state w h o  are 
in n e e d  o f  t hese devices. The co s t  o f  these devices v a r y  b r o a d l y  f r o m  a 
f e w  d o l l a r s  to s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  dollars.

F I S C A L  NOTE:

N o  a d d i t i o n a l  s taff cost.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

Date of Committee Action:

The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 388

HOUSE BILL NO. 388 ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN GUARANTEES

"An Act establishing a loan guarantee and interest rate subsidy program for assistive technology."

(7)
Date Referred: January 13, 1992 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance
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] do pass 
] do not pass 
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Committe.
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[ ] fiscal impact________________________

[ ] zero fiscal note
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 388 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y

Offered:
Referred:

S ponsors): REPRESEN TATIVE BOYER

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act establishing a loan guarantee and interest rate subsidy program for assistive

2 technology."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 23.15 is amended by adding a new section to read:

5 Sec. 23.15.125. ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN GUARANTEE AND INTEREST

6 SUBSIDY PROGRAM, (a) An assistive technology loan guarantee fund is established in the

7 agency. The fund consists of money appropriated to it.

8 (b) Subject to (c) of this section, the agency may use money in the fund established

9 under this section to guarantee 90 percent of the principal amount of a loan or to subsidize the •

10 interest rate of a loan guaranteed by the agency for appropriate assistive technology that is best

11 suited for enabling

12 (1) a handicapped individual to obtain or maintain employment; or

13 (2) an individual having a physical or mental disability to live more

14 independently.

- 1*
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1 (c) The agency may guarantee a loan or subsidize the interest rate of a loan guaranteed

2 under this section if

3 (1) the loan is made to a handicapped or disabled person, a member of the

4 person’s family, or the employer or prospective employer of a handicapped or disabled person;

5 (2) the term of the loan does not exceed four years if the loan amount is less than

6 $10,000 and does not exceed six years if the loan amount is $10,000 or greater,

7 (3) the loan is originated and serviced by a state or federally chartered financial

8 institution located in the state;

9 (4) the agency determines that the person requesting the loan guarantee or subsidy

10 is not able to obtain the needed assistive technology from a Jess costly source;

11 (5) the agency determines that the person or the family of a child reasonably can

12 t>e expected to repay the loan given their expected income or other resources; and

13 (6) for a loan to purchase or modify a vehicle to provide transportation for a

14 handicapped person, the applicant has teen steadily employed for the 90 days immediately

15 preceding the date of the loan application.

16 (d) In this section, "assistive technology" means durable equipment, adaptive aids, and

17 assistive devices.

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T
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INFO-BYTE #1
M a r c h  1991

Assistive Technologies afA laska
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* Daily Living Aids: Self-help devices that enablepeoplewho experience a disability tobemore 
independent around the house-eating, cooking, maintenance, etc,..

* Augmentative Communication: Electronic andnon-electronic devices that helppeopkwithout 
speechto expressthemselves verbally as well asreceive communication.

* Computer Applications: Devices that enablepeople with disabilities touse a computer -headsticks, 
alternate keyboards, special software, etc...

* Environmental Control Systems: Usually electronic systems that enable someone to control 
househddappUances.thermostat.TV, stereo, door locks, etc...

* Home/Worksite Modifications' Usually structural adaptations in the home or work such as ramps, 
raisedtables.etc...

* Prosthetics and Orthodcs: Braces, artificial limbs aod other equipment that replaces or tugments 
missi ng or malfunctioning b ody parts.

* Seating and Positioning: Accommodations to a wheelchair or other seating system to provide the user 
with grealerbodystability, support, posture, etc...

* Aids forVision/Hearing impaired: Aidsforpeoplewith specific disabilities includiagmagnifiers, 
BraiUedevices.hearingaids.etc... .

* Wheelchairs/Mobility aids: Manual and electric wheelchairs, and other equipment that assists people 
with disabilities to move about.

* Vehicle Modification; Hand controls, wheelchair lifts, modified vans, etc...

Awbtivt Technologies of Alaska, 400 *0’  SI. S10 230, Anch.; AK 9S5M 27*1-013$, 274-OS16 FAX, 274-0517TDO

b d o k - U j C



( c
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM

The A ssistive Technology Loan G uarantee Program  will be 
established to assist persons with d isab ilities or their em ployers to 
purchase durab le  equipm ent, adaptive aids, assistive devices, and 
vehicles, in order to obtain or m aintain em ploym ent or to live more 
in d e p e n d e n tly .

The program  will allow  the Division o f V ocational R ehabilitation 
to guarantee loans from  private institu tions so that persons w ith 
d isabilities, their fam ilies, or their em ployers who cannot qualify for 
other assistance or p rivate  loans can obtain necessary adaptive 
technology. The D ivision is able to work w ith financial institutions to 
extend the tim e period during which the loan is to be paid back, as 
well as buy dow n in terest rates, to m ake paym ents m ore m anageable 
for consum ers. An applicant's perm anent fund dividend could be 
used as co llateral.

How it W orks

The person with the disability in need o f the equipm ent, or 
their fam ily m ust be unable to obtain the needed equipm ent through 
the D ivision of Vocational R ehabilitate M edicare, M edicaid or other 
funding sources such as insurance com panies. In m aking decisions 
about elig ib ility , the D ivision shall also determ ine that the person 
requesting a loan guarantee is unable to obtain the equipm ent or 
device from a free or less cosily source. This m ust be documented by 
the DVR office that does the initial screening.

An application w ill be com pleted w ith the assistance of the 
local DVR staff, signed by the applicant and forwarded to the Juneau 
office for processing. DVR will be responsible for evaluating the 
applicant's ab ility  to m ake loan paym ents based on incom e and 
general c red it h istory .

The application will also be reviewed by the DVR to assure that 
the device or equipm ent is appropriate or best-suited to tbe 
app lican t's  d isab ility .

The D ivision of Vocational Rehabilitation will m ake an in itial 
determ ination for e lig ib ility  for the loan guarantee program  and w ill 
contact the applicant and a local cooperating financial institution to 
in itiate the lending institu tion 's loan process. The lending institution
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will then process the loan pursuant to their standard procedures by 
incorporating the D ivision's offer to guarantee the loan and buy down 
the in terest rate to m ake the paym ents affordable. T he lending 
institution then notifies the applicant and the D ivision when the loan 
is approved. The Division retains the discretion to deny the loan 
guarantee should the lender's rev iew  of the application  reveal 
additional inform ation which reflects negatively  on the applicant's 
ability or w illingness to repay the loan.

Optional conditions fo r  vehicle loan
A person with a disability or their parent or legal guardian 

may apply for a vehicle loan. The loan program  can be used for the 
purchase or m odification of a vehicle to provide transportation  
for the disabled person. To be eligible, the person m ust be living 
independently  or with their parents or guardians. An incom e lim it 
w ill be set, and the applicant m ust be steadily  em ployed a m inimum 
of one year prior to date of initial loan request.
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ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGIES OF ALASKA

A report on the need for tools that enable Alaskans with 
disabilities to live, learn, work and play more independently



This book le t has been pa id fo r w ith  federal funds as part o f a gran t from  the Nationa l In s titu te  on 
D isab ility  and R ehab ilita tion Research, U.S. Department o f Education, and was adm inistered by the A laska D iv is ion 
o f Vocational R ehabilita tion .

For more in fo rm ation , add itiona l cop ies o r a non-prin t fo rm a t o f th is  docum ent con tac t Assistive 
Technologies o f A laska a t the fo llow ing  address:

Assistive Technologies of Alaska 
400 D Street, Suite 230 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Phone: (907) 274-0138 
TDD: (907) 274-0517 
FAX: (907) 274-0516
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ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGIES OF ALASKA
The goa l o f A ss is tive  Techno log ies o f A la ska  (ATA) is to  inc rease  aw areness o f spe c ia lized  equ ipm en t 

th a t can enhance  the  independence  o f peop le  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s , and to  p rov ide  a cce ss  to  th is  equ ipm en t and 
techno logy .

ATA w orks in a d ire c t and com p lem en ta ry  ro le  w ith  o th e r se rv ice  prov ide rs. It p la n s  to  e s ta b lish  
channe ls  fo r in fo rm a tio n  on new te ch no lo g ie s  and resou rces to  be sha red by va rious  o rg a n iza tio n s  and 
d is tr ib u te d  to  th o se  w ho may bene fit from  them .

Four significant findings pave the way for ATA
Th is  docum en t sum m arizes  a s tud y  conduc ted  in th e  sp r in g  o f 1991 by the  In s t itu te  o f S oc ia l and 

E conom ic  Research (ISER), a t th e  U n ive rs ity  o f A laska , Anchorage .

Surveyors po lled  A la ska  re s iden ts  a t random  by te lephone , uncove ring  th e  fo llo w in g  fo u r m a jo r 
fin d in g s . These fin d in g s  are s ig n if ic a n t in se ttin g  the goa ls  and d ire c tio n s  fo r  A ss is tive  T echno log ies  o f 
A laska .

• Communications devices represent Alaska’s largest single assistive 
technology need.

• Almost 4,000 Alaskans with disabilities lack current information regarding 
assistive technology.

• Alaska Natives exhibit a much higher need for assistive technology than 
do other races.

• Rural Alaskans with disabilities experience the greatest need for all forms of 
assistive technology.

C om p le te  survey re su lts  fo llow . It is im po rta n t to  no te  th a t th e  te lephone  po ll m ay have re su lted  in 
low  figu re s  fo r dea f pe rsons and those  liv ing  in rura l areas w here te le phone  se rv ice  is lim ite d . The su rvey a lso

S exc luded  pe rsons liv ing  in in s titu t io n a l se ttin gs . The num bers  p resen ted  in th is  b o o k le t are arrived a t by a
m e thod  known as s ta t is t ic a l in fe rences.
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More than 22,000 Alaskans with disabilities live on their own
The In s titu te  o f S oc ia l and E conom ic  Research, a t th e  U n ive rs ity  o f A laska , Ancho rage , fo und  22,220 

A laskans , 4 pe rcen t o f the  s ta te  popu la tio n , have d is a b ilit ie s  and live o u ts id e  o f in s titu t io n s . T he ir survey 
found  th a t m any o f these  A la skan s  cou ld  be ne fit from  a d d itio n a l equ ipm en t o r se rv ices  to  he lp  them  becom e 
m ore se lf s u ff ic ie n t..

Difficulty in walking is 
the most common disability

A lth oug h  A laskans  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  o fte n  have m ore 
th an  one, th e  in a b ility  o r d if f ic u lty  in w a lk in g  is th e  m os t 
com m on . T h is  is fo llow ed  by a rth r it is , dea fness  o r hearing  
loss, lea rn ing  d is a b ilit ie s , b lin dne ss  o r v is io n  loss, and 
c irc u la to ry  o r re sp ira to ry  p rob lem s.
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Many services can help Alaskans with disabilities improve their lifestyles
One o f th e  cen tra l g oa ls  o f pe rsons w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  is to  live a m ore independen t life s ty le . A la skans  

w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  exp ressed a need fo r m any o f th e  fo llow in g  serv ices. M os t o f th e  22,220 id e n tif ie d  are ge ttin g  
m ed ica l care, b u t 15 pe rcen t (3,416 A laskans) a re no t rece iv ing  adequa te  m ed ica l care.

14,000 Alaskans with disabilities would benefit from special equipment
A bou t 14,000 A la skan s  fe lt th a t spe c ia l e qu ipm en t cou ld  he lp  them  live, learn , w o rk  and p lay m ore 

independen tly . However, th ese  sam e pe rsons sa id  they were no t aware o f a ll o f th e  a va ila b le  equ ipm en t and  
need in fo rm a tio n  on newer p roduc ts .

More than half are not getting the special equipment they need
O f the  14,007 A la skan s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  w ho  need spe c ia l equ ipm en t, 7,608 (58%) do  no t have access  

to  th e  equ ipm en t th a t can  he lp  them  live more s e lf s u ff ic ie n t lives.

This equipment, called assistive technology, is often far from technical
The equ ipm en t a va ila b le  to  he lp  pe rsons w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  fu n c tio n  m ore in d ependen tly  is ca lled  

“a ss is tiv e  techno logy .”  Som e peop le  a sso c ia te  th is  te ch no lo g y  w ith  com p lex  com pu te rs  o r robo tics . W h ile  
th e se  are fo rm s  o f a s s is tiv e  te chno logy , m o s t A la skan s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  cou ld  b e ne fit from  very s im p le  to o ls  
th a t he lp  w ith  d a ily  liv ing . Som e o f th e  m o s t com m on  type s  o f a ss is tiv e  te ch no lo g y  in c lu d e  item s th a t he lp 
peop le  hear, such  as hea ring  a ids; read, w ith  g la sses  o r m agn ifie rs ; com m un ica te , th ro ugh  vo ice  syn thes ize rs ; 
o r move, w ith  the  a id  o f w a lke rs  o r w hee lcha irs .
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Assistive technology is needed 
most often for communications

The ta sk  in w h ich  the  g rea tes t num be r 
o f A laskans  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  need ass is ta n ce  is 
in face -to -face com m un ica tio n  w ith  o thers.
M ore than 1,900 A laskans  cou ld  be ne fit from  
ass is tive  te ch no lo g y  such as hearing  a id s  and 
vo ice  syn thes ize rs .

H e lp w ith  long d is ta n ce  
c om m un ica tio n  was the  second  g rea tes t need. 
A lm o s t 1,700 A laskans  cou ld  b ene fit from  to o ls  
such  as TDDs o r speake r phones.
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More th an  1,600 A laskan s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  
need changes  to  th e ir  hom e o r o ffice , in c lu d in g  
b u ild in g  m o d if ic a tio n s  o r spec ia l app liances . 
A ss is tive  te ch no lo g y  des igned  fo r these 
uses in c lu d e s  w hee lch a ir ramps, c h a ir lif ts , g rab 
bars, pu ll dow n d o o r knobs, tab les, desks  o r c a b in e ts  
th a t are ra ised o r lowered , and s im ila r  devices.

A b ou t 1,100 fe lt a need fo r spe c ia lized  
con tro l sw itche s  fo r  lig h ts , a pp lia n ce s  and o th e r 
e nv ironm en ta l c o n tro l system s.

Computers are 
adaptable tools

N eariy  1,700 A la skan s  w ith  
d is a b ilit ie s  cou ld  use som e type  o f 
adap ted  com pu te r equ ipm en t. 
C om pu te rs  are ea s ily  adap ted  w ith  
a ss is tive  te ch no lo g y  such  as 
m agn ifie rs  fo r the v ideo  screen, 
b ra ille  keyboards o r verba l 
in p u t/o u tp u t devices.
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Tools that help with personal care are needed by a few people
A ss is tive  a id s  th a t he lp  w ith  pe rsona l ca re  and hyg iene  in c lude  ca the te rs , ba th in g  a ids  and 

c om m ode  cha irs . T h is  is a s ig n if ic a n t need fo r c lo se  to  1,000 A laskans.

Accessible transportation is needed
M o d if ic a tio n s  to  vans, buses and cars such  as 

hand c o n tro ls  and w hee lcha ir l if ts  can  o fte n  make it e a s ie r fo r 
pe rsons w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  to  ge t a round . An es tim a ted  
1,400 A la skan s  see a need fo r th is  k ind  o f tra n sp o rta tio n .

Alaskans with disabilities would 
like to enjoy recreation activities

A new sense  o f freedom  and a b ility  
is o fte n  expe rienced  by pe rsons w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  
w hen th e y  are b e tte r ab le  to  en joy  th e ir  le isu re  
tim e  th ro u gh  th e  a id  o f re c re a tio n a l equ ipm en t. 
A lm o s t 1,200 A la s kan s  des ire  a cce ss  to  equ ip ­
m en t su ch  as cyc le  cha irs  and adap ted  sk is .
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Some Alaskans need help 
getting around

S lig h tly  m ore  th an  700 A la skan s  w ith  
d is a b ilit ie s  need m o b ility  a ids. These m ay in c lu d e  
ba s ic  w hee lcha irs , w a lke rs  o r a gu ide  dog  fo r  a 
b lin d  person.

Almost 4,000 Alaskans with disabilities lack the information they need
In o rde r to  ge t th e  a ss is tiv e  a id s  m ey need, A la s kan s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  need he lp  f in d in g  in fo rm a tio n  

on w h a t’s a va ila b le  and o b ta in in g  f in a n c ia l a s s is ta n ce  to  buy  o r lease  equ ipm en t. A lm o s t 4,000 la ck  cu rre n t 
in fo rm a tio n  a b ou t new  fo rm s  o f a ss is tiv e  te ch no lo g y  th a t c o u ld  he lp  th em  live m ore independen tly .

Technology can make persons with 
disabilities better workers

By ra is in g  a desk to  a ccom m oda te  a 
w hee lcha ir, a dd in g  screen en la rgem en t s o ftw a re  to  a 
com pu te r, o r in s ta llin g  pu ll down doo r kno b s  and 
w hee lch a ir ramps, an em p loyee  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  can 
becom e a m ore p roduc tive  worker. A lm o s t 800 
A la s kan s  be lieve these  a ss is tiv e  a id s  co u ld  he lp  
them .



A profile of Alaskans with disabilities
M os t A la skan s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  are w h ite , be tw een 18 and 59 years o f age and live in S o u th ce n tra l 

A laska . However, a s ig n if ic a n t num be r o f A la skan s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  are N ative , m any are 60 yea rs o r o ld e r 
and m any res ide  in ru ra l o r Bush A laska .

REGIONRACE

Younger Alaskans with disabilities see a need for computer-related aids
A la skan s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  unde r 18 yea rs-o ld  seemed to  show  the g rea te s t in te re s t in te ch no lo g y  

adap ted  to  com pu te rs . However, th is  younge r g roup  showed less in te re s t in o th e r fo rm s  o f a ss is tiv e  
te chno lo gy , as d id  pe rsons w ho  were 60 years o r o lder. Th is  may be because m any o f th e ir  needs are be ing  
m e t by a pa ren t o r o th e r m em ber o f th e ir househo ld .

Assistive technology is a 
big need for persons of 
working age

Techno log y  in th e  w o rkp la ce  
and a t hom e was reques ted  m os t o fte n  
by pe rsons w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  in th e  18-59 
age b racke t. T h is  is no t s u rp r is in g , 
s in ce  18-59 is the  average span o f 
w o rk ing  yea rs and a tim e  when peop le  
u sua lly  live independen tly .
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Alaska Natives have a 
greater need for assistive 
aids than other races

A la ska  N a tives , w ho  rep resen t 
17%  o f A la skan s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s , have a 
g rea te r need fo r  a ll fo rm s  o f a s s is tiv e  
te chno lo gy . T he ir g re a te s t need w as fo r  
e qu ipm en t to  im p ro ve  th e ir  a b ili ty  to  move 
around . N a tives  rep resen ted  41%  o f a ll 
A la skan s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  re qu es tin g  
m o b ility  a ss is ta n ce . The second  g re a te s t 
need exp ressed by N a tives  w as  fo r 
a ss is tiv e  te ch n o lo g y  in th e  hom e. 
A cce ss ib le  tra n sp o r ta tio n , a id s  to  he lp 
w ith  fa ce -to -fa ce  c o m m u n ic a tio n  and 
pe rsona l ca re  a s s is ta n ce  w ere  th e  nex t 
g rea te s t needs, in th a t order.

Rural Alaskans with disabilities represent the largest unmet need
A m uch la rge r n um be r o f  ru ra l A la s kan s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  requ ire  a ss is tiv e  te ch no lo g y  o f a ll k inds, 

com pa red  to  the  s ta te ’s m a jo r c it ie s . S o u th ce n tra l A la ska  re s id en ts  show ed  less need fo r ass is tiv e  a ids, 
po s s ib ly  in d ic a tin g  a g rea te r a v a ila b ility  to  re s id en ts  in th is  reg ion  com pa red  to  the res t o f the  s ta te .

The right tools must be found to meet these needs
The ISER s tu d y  c le a r ly  show s  th a t A la s ka n s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  have m any needs th a t are no t be ing 

m e t fo r a ll fo rm s  o f a s s is tiv e  te ch no lo g y . H owever, th e  s tu d y  d id  n o t ask  e xa c tly  how  peop le  expec ted  to  use 
th is  te ch no lo g y  to  m ee t th e ir needs. A s a re su lt, it is d i f f ic u l t  to  de te rm in e  w ha t s p e c if ic  k in d s  o f dev ice s  are 
requ ired . In th e  case  o f com pu te r-re la te d  te chno lo gy , s p e c if ic  uses shou ld  be de te rm ined  be fore de c id in g  
w ha t ro le  th is  o fte n  c om p le x  e q u ipm en t m ay take .

Information services can help determine which tools are best
A ccess  to  in fo rm a tio n  a b ou t th e  m o s t cu rre n t te ch n o lo g y  a va ila b le  to  he lp  w ith  an in d iv id u a l’s 

un ique  d is a b ility  w ill he lp  A la s ka n s  m ake w is e r d e c is io n s  rega rd ing  w h ich  fo rm s  o f a ss is tiv e  te ch no lo g y  can 
bes t m ee t th e ir needs.



Major findings from congressional hearings
The fo llo w in g  po in ts  were  docum en ted  du rin g  C ong re ss io na l hea rin g s  p r io r to  th e  adop tio n  o f the  

T echno logy-R e la ted  A ss is ta n ce  fo r In d iv id ua ls  w ith  D is a b ilit ie s  A c t in 1988.

• Technology is a powerful force in the lives of most U.S. residents.

• Technology can provide tools to make performing tasks quicker and easier.

• Assistive technology is a necessity that enables individuals with 
disabilites to engage in many tasks.

• There exists already a substantial number of assistive technology devices.

• The use of assistive technology devices and services can reduce the cost 
of disabilities to society.

• Many individuals with disabilities do not have access to assistive technology 
devices and services that would allow them to function commensurate with 
their abilities.

• There are insufficient incentives for commercial pursuit of the application 
of devices because of limited markets.

• There is a lack of coordination at the federal level among agencies that 
provide or pay for the provision of assistive technology devices and services.

The above fin d in g s  were  prov ided by th e  RESNA T echn ica l A s s is ta n ce  P ro jec t, 1101 C onn e c tic u t 
Avenue, N.W., S u ite  700, W ash ing ton , DC 20036.

Photo credits: All but two o f the enclosed photos were taken by Gina M ur row, additional photography was done by Frank Flavin.
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