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SPONSOR STATEMENT
House B i l l  31

"An A ct r e l a t in g  t o  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  p h a rm a c is t  l ic e n s e s "  
By R e p re s e n ta t iv e  N i i l o  Koponen

F o re ig n -e d u c a te d  d o c t o r s ,  n u r s e s , c h i r o p r a c t o r s ,  p h y s ic a l  
t h e r a p i s t s ,  o p to m e t r is t s  and v e t e r in a r ia n s  may p r a c t i c e  in  A la sk a , 
p ro v id e d  th e y  s u c c e s s f u l ly  com p le te  A laskan  l i c e n s in g  ex am in a tion s  
and f u l f i l l  a l l  p e r t in e n t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  s ta n d a rd  e q u iv a len cy  
ex am in a tion s  in s u r e  t h a t  c r e d e n t i a l s  ea rn ed  o u t s id e  o f  th e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s  meet Am erican  s tan d a rd s  o f  academ ic and c l i n i c a l  com peten ce .
HB 31 ex ten d s th e  same o p p o r tu n ity  t o  p h a rm a c is ts  t r a in e d  a t  non - 
U .S . i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The s t a t e  w ould b e n e f i t  from  expanding th e  
u n iv e r s e  o f  t r a in e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s e rv e  th e  p u b l i c .  
C on tin u ed  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e s e  A laskan s from  p r a c t i c e  i s  in c o n s is t e n t  
w ith  t re a tm en t o f  o t h e r  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and ex tend s no 
a p p a ren t advan tage  t o  o th e r  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s „
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M E M O R A N D U M
TO: House L ab o r and Commerce Committee Members

FROM: R e p re s e n ta t iv e  N i i l o  Kopone
DATE: A p r i l  3 0 , 1991

RE: House B i l l  3 1 , "An A c t r e l a t in g  t o  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r
p h a rm a c is t  l i c e n s e s "

A t th e  f i r s t  com m ittee h e a r in g  o f  th e  HB 3 1 , c o n fu s io n  a r o s e  as t o  
th e  a p p r o p r ia t e  body t o  r e c o g n iz e  an A laskan  p h a rm a c is t 's  
c r e d e n t i a l s .  H e r e 's  a q u ic k  summary o f  th e  p la y e r s :

-  Am erican C ou n c il on P h a rm a ce u t ic a l E d u ca t io n  (ACPE ); a c c r e d i t s  
a l l  U .S .  s c h o o ls  o f  pharm acy .
-  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  B oard s o f  Pharmacy F oun da tion  (NABPF): 

exam ines and c e r t i f i e s  f o r e ig n -e d u c a te d  p h a rm a c is t s , th rou gh  
a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  F o re ig n  Pharmacy G radu a te  E q u iv a len cy  
Exam in a tion  (FPGEE ). S u c c e s s fu l  a p p l ic a n t s  r e c e iv e  a c e r t i f i c a t e  
from  th e  F o re ig n  Pharmacy G radua te  E q u iv a len cy  Comm ittee (FPGEC).
-  Am erican  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C o lle g e s  o f  Pharmacy (AACP): s e r v ic e  

o r g a n iz a t io n  f o r  U .S . s c h o o ls  o f  pharm acy ; p u b l is h e s  r e g u la r  n e w s le t t e r , e t c .

Today , my s t a f f  spoke w ith  Ms. Susan M eyer, A cadem ic A f f a i r s  
D ir e c t o r  f o r  th e  AACP. She s t a t e d  u n e q u iv o c a l ly  t h a t  th e  ACPE, n o t  
th e  AACP, was th e  a p p r o p r ia t e  body t o  r e c o g n iz e , c e r t i f y  o r  
a c c r e d i t  U .S . - t r a i n e d  p h a rm a c is ts , and t h a t  th e  NABPF/FPGEC was th e  
a p p r o p r ia t e  body t o  p e rfo rm  th e  same fu n c t io n  f o r  f o r e ig n -e d u c a te d  
p h a rm a c is t s . She s a id  th e  AACP was m os tly  a f r a t e r n a l ,  " in d u s t r y " -  
o r ie n t e d  g rou p , n o t one con ce rn ed  w ith  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s in g .
T h e r e f o r e , th e  b i l l  sh o u ld  s tan d  as w r i t t e n , w ith  th e  ACPE l i s t e d  
as th e  a c c r e d i t in g  body .
F in a l l y ,  t h e  a d d i t io n  o f  th e  word " in te rn "  t o  S e c . 2 , L in e  1 , AS 
0 8 .8 0 .1 1 6 ( b )  i s  r e a s o n a b le . I  would a c c e p t  t h i s  change in  a CS f o r  
t h i s  b i l l .



HB 31: An Act relating  to applicants for pharm acist licenses.

The Department of C o m m e r c e  and Economic Development supports passage of 
HB 31.

The proposed legislation will address a problem of longstanding for the Board of 
Pharmacy (hereinafter "board") within the Division of Occupational Licensing 
(hereinafter "division"). Presently, the board has no provision for licensure of 
pharmacy graduates educated in institutions not recognized by the American 
Council on Pharmaceutical Education (ACPE) and located outside the United 
States and its territories (hereinafter "foreign graduates").

The bill amends the qualifications for pharmacy registration to recognize 
applicants who have received their bachelor of science degree in pharmacy or an 
equivalent degree from outside of the United States and its territories. 
Currently, when foreign graduates apply for licensure, regardless of their 
qualifications, the board must deny licensure.

Nationally, the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (NABP) Foundation 
has responded to this problem by developing course review procedures geared 
towards determining whether the bachelor of science degree in pharmacy 
attained by a foreign graduate is substantially equivalent to the degree and 
learning attained by a graduate of an ACPE accredited school in the United 
States.

The foreign graduate who possesses an NABP Foreign Pharmacy Graduate 
Equivalency Committee certificate is considered equivalently educated and is, 
therefore, eligible for licensure (assuming compliance with other admission 
criteria) in any state throughout the country. HB 31 will allow foreign-trained 
pharmacy graduates who possess an NABP Foreign Pharmacy Graduate 
Equivalency Committee certificate the opportunity to become licensed in Alaska.

There exists nationwide a significant shortage of pharmacists and an acute 
shortage in Alaska. This legislation will enable the state to admit qualified 
foreign graduates and, potentially improve our ability to meet our employment 
needs in this area.

Therefore, the department urges passage of HB 31.

Glenn A.'Olds, Commissioner 

Date:  ̂  ̂ 1°^ \____
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Date Referred: May 3, 1991

Date of Committee Action: _
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The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 31
HOUSE BILL NO. 3i APPLICANTS FOR PHAR MACIST LICENSING
"An Act relating to applicants for pharmacist licenses."
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA

1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
BILL NO. HB 31

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  ____________________________________________
T i t l e ;  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a p p l i c a n t s  

f o r  p h a r m a c i s t  l i c e n s e s .

D e p a r t m e n t  A f f e c t e d :  C o m m e r c e  fl Ernnnm-ir
3 R U :  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g

S p o n s o r :  R e p .  K o p o n e n
C o m p o n e n t :  A d m i n i  s t r a t i  o n

R e q u e s t o r - R e p .  K o p o n e n C O M P O N E N T  S E R I A L  N O .

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

O P E R A T I N G F Y  9 2 F Y  9 3 F Y  9 4 F Y  9 5 F Y  9 6 F Y  9 7

P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S
T R A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
S U P P L I E S
E Q U I P M E N T
L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S •

G R A N T S ,  C L A I M S
M I S C E L L A N E O U S
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0 0 0 0 0 n

C A P I T A L 0 0 0 0 0 n

R E V E N U E 0 0 0 0 0 r.
F U N D I N G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

G E N E R A L  F U N D
F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R
T O T A L 0 0 0 0 f t  .

>

P O S I T I O N S :

F U L L - T I M E 0 0 0 0 I l f t ) i

P A R T - T I M E i
T E M P O R A R Y i

E s t i m a t e  o f  c u r r e n t  y e a r  i m p a c t :  N o n e

A N A L Y S I S :  ( A t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  if n e c e s s a r y . )

H B  3 1  a m e n d s  p h a r m a c y  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  t o  a l l o w  f o r e i g n  
p h a r m a c y  g r a d u a t e s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e c o m e  l i c e n s e d .  N e w  f u n d s  a r e  n - ' t  r e q u i r e  
t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  b i l l .

P r e p a r e d  B y :  J e n n i f e r  S t r i c k l e r ,  A d m i  n i  s t r a t i  v e  O f f i c e r  P h o n e :  
D i v i s i o n :  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ^ ^ ________________________________  D a t e :

A 6 5 - 2 1 4 4

F e b r u a r y  1 .  1 9 9 -

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r :
A g e n c y :  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  & E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t D a t e :  F e b r u a r y  1

^ 7 v /  t$ - d c e ' D
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PHARMACIST L ICENS ING  FACTS

The Am erican C ou n c il on P h a rm a ce u tic a l E d u ca t io n  (ACPE, e s t a b l is h e d  
1932 ) i s  th e  n a t io n a l  agency f o r  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  
deg ree  program s in  pharmacy and f o r  a p p ro v a l o f  p r o v id e r s  o f  
c o n t in u in g  p h a rm a ce u t ic a l e d u c a t io n .
The ACPE p r e s e n t ly  r e c o g n iz e s  74 a c c r e d i t e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  program s 
in  43 s te i t e s , p lu s  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia and P u e r to  R ic o .
30 o th e r  s t a t e s ,  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia and P u e r to  R ic o  a l l o TT 
f o r e ig n -e d u c a te d  p h a rm a c is ts  t o  s i t  f o r  s t a t e  l i c e n s in g  exams i f  
th ey  p a s s  th e  F o re ign  Pharmacy G raduate  E q u iv a len cy  Exam ination  
a d m in is te re d  by th e  F o re ig n  Pharmacy G radua te  Exam ination  Committee (FPGEC).
The FPGEC c e r t i f i c a t e  i s  awarded on ly  t o  f o u r -y e a r  g ra d u a te s  w ith  
B a c h e lo r  o f  S c ie n ce  d eg ree s  s c o r in g  550 o r  h ig h e r  on th e  T e s t  o f  
E n g lis h  as  a F o re ig n  Language.
Some f o r e ig n  g ra d u a te s  a r e  a llow ed  t o  e n te r  a c c r e d i t e d  U .S . s c h o o ls  
o f  pharmacy as  advanced s tu d e n ts . A f t e r  g r a d u a t io n , th ey  q u a l i f y  t o  ta k e  s t a t e  e x am in a tion s .
New York and C a l i f o r n i a  a l lo w  some c a n d id a te s  t o  ta k e  th e  s t a t e  
exam in a tion  a f t e r  t h e i r  c r e d e n t i a l s  have been ev a lu a te c  and 
approved by th e  s t a t e  l i c e n s in g  b o a rd .

ALASKA FACTS
A l l  p h a rm a c is ts  must be l i c e n s e d  in  A la s k a .
O p e ra to rs  o f  pharmacy b u s in e s s e s  must a l s o  have a l i c e n s e  t o  
d isp en se  d rug s and c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s ta n c e s .
A p p lic a n ts  must be g ra d u a te s  o f  a c o l l e g e  o f  pharmacy and com p le te  
a t  l e a s t  1 ,5 0 0  h ou rs  as  an in t e r n .
A p p l ic a t io n  f e e :  $ 3 0 .0 0  
Exam in ation  f e e :  $ 1 5 0 .0 0  
L ic e n se  f e e :  $ 1 8 0 .0 0  
B ie n n ia l  ren ew a l: $ 1 8 0 .0 0

ALASKA EMPLOYMENT
( S t a t i s t i c s  from  th e  A la sk a  Departm ent o f  L ab o r )
Employment in  1 9 8 9 : 1 8 8 ; in  1 9 9 0 : 1 9 3 ; in  1 9 9 4 : 209 (p r e d ic te d )
Average Annual Job Open ings, 1 9 8 9 -1 9 9 4

Due t o  G row th : 4 ;  Due t o  S e p a r a t io n s : 5 ;  T o t a l :  9
C u r r e n t  l i c e n s e  h o l d e r s :  4 8 9

n v is C - " f a c t s



HB31 M is c e lla n e o u s  Notes

Alaska lic en se s the fo llo w in g  p rofe ssion als  who were educated at 

non-U.,S. in s t itu t io n s :

Physicians

Nurses

Optometrists 

Chiropractors 

Physical Therapists 

V e terinarians

On 4 /2 5 /9 1 , the chairman o f the Board o f Pharmacy to ld  me (RGC) 

th a t he had f iv e  vacancies fo r  pharmacists in  h is  company (C arr's) 

alone.

This is  not a one-constituent b i l l .  One c o n stitu e n t brought to  

l ig h t  the broader issue —  a statewide shortage o f pharmacists, and 

an in a b i l i t y  fo r  Alaskans educated at non-U.S. in s t it u t io n s  to  work 

in  Alaska.
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