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MEMORANDUM
TO:  House Labor and Commerce Committee Members
FROM: Representative Niilo Kopone

DATE: April 30, 1991

RE: House Bill 31, "An Act relating to applicants for
pharmacfst Ialcense A ! PP
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HB 31: An Actrelating to applicants for pharmacist licenses.

The Department of con n erce and Economic Development supports passage of
HB 31.

The proposed legislation will address a problem of longstanding for the Board of
Pharmacy (hereinafter "board") within the Division of Occupational Licensing
(hereinafter "division”). Presently, the board has no provision for licensure of
pharmacy graduates educated in institutions not recognized by the American
Council on Pharmaceutical Education (ACPE) and located outside the United
States and its territories (hereinafter "foreign graduates").

The bill amends the qualifications for pharmacy registration to recognize
applicants who have received their bachelor of science degree in pharmacy or an
equivalent degree from outside of the United States and its territories.
Currently, when foreign graduates apply for licensure, regardless of their
gualifications, the board must deny licensure.

Nationally, the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (NABP) Foundation
has responded to this problem by developing course review procedures geared
towards determining whether the bachelor of science degree in pharmacy
attained by a foreign graduate is substantially equivalent to the degree and
learning attained by a graduate of an ACPE accredited school in the United

States.

The foreign graduate who possesses an NABP Foreign Pharmacy Graduate
Equivalency Committee certificate is considered equivalently educated and is,
therefore, eligible for licensure (assuming compliance with other admission
criteria) in any state throughout the country. HB 31 will allow foreign-trained
pharmacy graduates who possess an NABP Foreign Pharmacy Graduate
Equivalency Committee certificate the opportunity to become licensed in Alaska.

There exists nationwide a significant shortage of pharmacists and an acute

shortage in Alaska. This legislation will enable the state to admit qualified
foreign graduates and, potentially improve our ability to meet our employment

needs in this area.

Therefore, the department urges passage of HB 31.

Glenn A.'Olds, Commissioner

Date: AANRIAAN

GAO/JS/dgl8849D
020191b

E>CE-~E> H aper



. i JUSE COMMITTEE repoc -
Date Referred: May 3, 1991 FARTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action: _

The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 31
HOUSE BILL NO. 3i APPLICANTS FOR PHAR MACIST LICENSING
"An Act relating to applicants for pharmacist licenses."
RECOMMENDATIONS: [ ] the same title
be replaced with I ] anew title
[ ] have attached amenr’ments(s)
[ ] do pass
[ ] do not pass
[ /] no recommendations
individual recommendations
[ ] additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS: letter of Intent
ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): (5:9)] APPROVES PREVIOUS: (DepVDaie)
[ ] fiscal impact [ ] fiscal note(s)
[ ] zero fiscal note zero fiscal notefs*fnmQ.rca™ <C i Q
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 3l
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: Department Affected: commerce fl EMNNMHr
Title; An Act relating to applicants 3RU: Occupational Licensing
for pharmacist licenses. Component:  Administrati on

Sponsor: Rep. Koponen
Requestor- Rep. Koponen COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOQOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 n

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0
REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 [

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 .

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 [ft)

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

HB 31 amends pharmacy education requirements for licensure to allow foreign
pharmacy graduates an opportunity to become licensed. New funds are n-'t require
to implement this bill.

Prepared By: Jennifer Strickler, Administrati ve Officer Phone: A65-2144
Division: Occupational Licensing?™? Date: February 1. 199-

Approved by Commissioner:

Agency: Department of Commerce & Economic Development Date: February 1
Distribution (oy preparer): Legislative Finance. Legisiative Sponsor, Requestor, CMS. & Impacted Agencypes;
Rev 10/90 Page 1 o
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HB31 Miscellaneous Notes

Alaska licenses the following professionals who were educated at
non-U.,S. institutions:

Physicians

Nurses

Optometrists
Chiropractors
Physical Therapists
Veterinarians

On 4/25/91, the chairman of the Board of Pharmacy told me (RGO
that he had five vacancies for pharmacists in his company (Carr’'s)
alone.

This is not a one-constituent b iill. One constituent brought to
light the broader issue — a statewide shortage of pharmacists, and
an inability for Alaskans educated at non-U.S. institutions to work

in Alaska.



a) "uuocCc Tummh

Date Referred: January 21, 1991

Date of Committee Action: V" 30 ~~I

The LABOR AND COMMERCE Committee considered:
HOUSE BILL NO. 31

"An Act relating to applicants for pharmacist licensor,"

RECOMMENDATIONS:
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[ ] have attached amendments(s)
[ ]do pass
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ADOPTS:

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):
[ ] fiscal impact
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