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M atanuska-Susitna Borough School D istric t

125 WEST EVERGREEN -  PALMER, ALASKA 99645 -  (907) 746-9200 
Dr, Ell B. So ren son , Superin tendent

November 7, 1990

The Honorable Dorothy Jones ,
Mayor
Matanuska-Susitna Borough.
P.O. Box 1608 
Palmer, AK 99645
RE: Advance p lanning fo r  schools.
Dear Mayor Jones :
Continued enrollment in c re a se s  a t  many of the  D i s t r i c t  schools 
suggest t h a t  advance p lanning fo r new school f a c i l i t i e s  should be 
implemented. The advance p lanning should inc lude s i t e  s e le c t io n  
and bonding p rep a ra t io n s  fo r  two (2) elementary schools and one 
middle school.
The D i s t r i c t ’s annual enrollment averages over th e  l a s t  twenty 
(20) years in d ic a te s  th e  s tuden t enro llm ents have in c reased  a t  
7,82% a year. (See Attachment A) I t  i s  a n t ic ip a te d  t h a t  t h i s  
growth w i l l  continue because of the  Borough's p o p u la r i ty  as a 
p lace to  l iv e .
A review of th e  l a t e s t  enro llment r e p o r t  (Attachment B) in d ic a te s  
t h a t  a l l  th re e  of th e  middle schools a re  e i t h e r  a t  c ap a c i ty  or 
exceed t h e i r  design capac ity . In add i t io n ,  th e  en ro llm en ts a t  . 
Snowshoe Elementary, Tanaina Elementary, P ioneer Peak Elementary, 
and Big Lake Elementary exceed t h e i r  design c ap ac i ty  of 500 
s tuden ts . Several o th e r  elementary schools in c lud ing  Id i ta ro d  
Elementary, swansoil Elementary, and Cottonwood Creek Elementary 
are r a p id ly  approaching t h e i r  design c a p a c i t i e s .
The completion of Knik Elementary School in  1992 w i l l  b r in g  
temporary r e l i e f  to  Tanaina Elementary and Snowshoe Elementary; as well as Big Lake and Id i ta ro d .
For these reasons and in  keeping w ith Borough Code 19-08.020 i t  
i s  recommended t h a t  th e  Mayor appoin t a School S i te  S e le c t io n
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Committee to  begin th e  process of determ ining D i s t r i c t  needs fo r  
new school s i t e s .  This recommendation becomes p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r e le v a n t  when i t  i s  remembered th a t  the bu ild in g  of a new school can take th re e  years from the  time i t  i s  approved by the Assembly 
and a bond i s  approved. The D i s t r i c t  i s  a n t ic ip a t in g  t h a t  some 
schools may have to  go to  s p l i t  se ss ions as e a r ly  as th e  1992-93 school year.
S i n c e r e ly ,

7̂ *"- ^ * ■ 11 ! I St , ,,
Norm Palenske 
A ssoc ia te  Superin tendent
fc
enc. Attachment A 

Attachment B



A T T A C H M E N T  A

M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  
T W E N T Y - Y E A R  E N R O L L M E N T  A V E R A G E S  
A N D  T H R E E  Y E A R  P R O J E C T I O N  
D I S T R I C T - W I D E

E N D  O F  Y E A R  F I G U R E S :

P E R C E N T
I N C R E A S E

O R

T H R E E - Y E A R
P E R C E N T
I N C R E A S E

O R
H I G H

A V E R A G E A V E R A G E
Y E A R E N R O L L M E N T ( D E C R E A S E ) ( D E C R E A S E ) P R O J E C T I O N

1 9 7 0 - 7 1
1 9 7 1 - 7 2
1 9 7 2 - 7 3
1 9 7 3 - 7 4

2 , 1 5 7 . 9 2
2 , 2 9 8 . 8 8
2 , 3 8 9 . 8 7
2 , 4 9 6 . 9 1

6 . 5 3 %
3 . 9 6 %
4 . 4 8 % 4 . 9 9 %

1 9 7 4 - 7 5
1 9 7 5 - 7 6
1 9 7 6 - 7 7

2 , 7 0 0 . 7 1
3 . 0 5 4 . 8 6
3 . 4 7 2 . 8 7

8 . 1 6 %
1 3 . 1 1 %
1 3 . 6 8 % 1 1 . 6 5 %

1 9 7 7 - 7 8
1 9 7 8 - 7 9
1 9 7 9 - 8 0

3 , 8 5 4 . 4 4
3 , 7 7 5 . 3 8
4 , 3 3 2 . 8 6

1 0 . 9 9 %
- 2 . 0 5 %
1 4 . 7 7 % 7 . 9 0 %

1 9 8 0 - 8 1
1 9 8 1 - 8 2
1 9 8 2 - 8 3

4 , 4 2 1 . 9 4
4 , 7 5 3 . 7 7
5 , 7 7 4 . 3 2

. - - . ' • 2 . 0 6 %
7 . 5 0 %

2 1 . 4 7 % 1 0 . 3 4 %

1 9 8 3 - 8 4
1 9 8 4 - 8 5
1 9 8 5 - 8 6

6 , 9 9 1 . 4 5
8 , 0 4 9 . 9 2
8 , 4 5 4 . 8 3

2 1 . 0 8 %
1 5 . 1 4 %

5 . 0 3 % 1 3 . 7 5 %

1 9 8 6 - 8 7
1 9 8 7 - 8 8
1 9 8 8 - 8 9

8 , 4 5 0 . 8 6  
8 , 2 5 2 . 3 9  
8 , 1 9 2 . 3 5  ‘

- 0 . 0 5 %
- 2 . 3 5 %
- 0 . 7 3 % - 1 . 0 4 %

1 9 8 9 - 9 0
1 9 9 0 - 9 1 *

8 , 7 6 4 . 3 1
9 , 3 5 0 . 0 0

6 ;  9 8 %  
6 . 6 8 % 6 . 8 3 %

D I S T R I C T  A V E R A G E 7 . 8 2 % 7 . 7 8 % 1 0 . 9 1 %

P R O J E C T E D  E N R O L L M E N T :
1 9 9 1 - 9 2
1 9 9 2 - 9 3
1 9 9 3 - 9 4

1 0 , 3 7 0 . 2 2
1 1 . 5 0 1 . 7 6
1 2 . 7 5 6 . 7 6

L O W
A V E R A G E

7 , 8 2 %

1 0 , 0 8 1 . 3 9
1 0 , 8 7 0 . 0 0
1 1 , 7 2 0 . 2 9

3 . 5 9 %

9 , 6 8 6 . 0 0
1 0 , 0 3 4 . 0 8
1 0 , 3 9 4 . 6 7
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Fairbanks North Stir Borough School District 

WHY WE NEED AN ADDITION AT TANANA OR. HIGH AND A NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

April 1991

WE DO NOT HAVE ENOUGH CLASSROOMS IN FAIRBANKS AREA SCHOOLS to meat current student enrollment 
needs, much less future growth. In the Fairbanks area (defined is the Lithrop/Vest Valley 
attendance area), elementary and high schools are already capacity and junior high schools 
are oveir capacity. For 40 years our district has experienced steady growth and every 
Indication 1s that this trend will continue. Conservative enrollment projections for the 
next 5-10 yoars estimate a 2 percent annual Increase. By the year 2000, we will need 
classroom space for an additional 3071 "unhoused students,"

IN FAIRBANKS AREA SCHOOLS (Not Elelson, Ft. Wa1nwr1ght or No. Pole)...
► We currently have classroom Spice for 8,538 students.
► Our 1990-91 K-12 enrollment totals 8,568 students.
► In 5 years, we estimate needing space for 9,285 students.
► By the year 2000, we will need space for 11,609 students. ‘ •
► I t  takes 2-3 years after funding Is approved to build a prototypical elem. school.

IN OUR CIP REQUEST FOR THIS YEAR ARE TWO YITAL PROJECTS to begin addressing this problem: ' 
,:S. ► An addition at Tanana Jr. High (S3.95 million)

A new north Fairbanks elementary school ($14.3 million) * _

UNFORTUNATELY, LOCAL COMMUNITIES CAN NO LONGER DETERMINE LOCAL SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION NEEDS. 
Prior to passage of House Bill 37 last year, the state would reimburse local communities up 
to 80% of the cost of voter-approved school construction bonds. Now, Fairbanks projects must 
compete on a statewide CIP priority 11st determined by the Department of Education. The 
amount of money appropriated to the school construction fund determines whether or not our 
school projects will get built.*

r  # _ • • * 4 •
ihe Tanana addition is ranked #30 oh the statewide CIP'11st and the new elementary school is 
ranked #33. Governor Hlckel has proposed spending only $25 million on new school 
construction, which would fund only the firs t seven projects on the statewide CIP lis t. 
Approximately $108 million dollars would have to be appropriated to the statewide school 
construction fund before our two projects would get funded.

In addition, the firs t 20 projects on the state CIP lis t are considered Priority 1, Health 
and Life/Safaty Projects. Priority 2 projects are "unhoused students." The addition at 
Tanana and the new elementary school are Priority Type 2 projects. There are nine Priority 
2 projects ahead of ours.

GIVEN THE MAGNITUDE OF THE PROBLEM, why aren't our Fairbanks projects at least on the top of 
the Priority Type 2 projects? Good question. The Department of Education decided to rank 
projects according to the p e r c e n t  of unhoused students, not the n u m b e r  o f  unhoused students. 
Therefore, while we may nave the greatest number of unhoused students, i t  represents a 
smaller percent of our enrollment than in a small or single site school district, Priority 
2 projects ahead of ours are for the following schools with their enrollment according to 
DOE's J990 Alaska Education Directory: Selawik (127), Slana (18), Edna Bay (17), Hooper Bay 
(223), Kasaan (11), Port Protection (9), Craig (256), Gambell (160) and Anlak (181).

EVERY YEAR, SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN ALASKA HAVE MORE STUDENTS TO EDUCATE. The legislature 
acknowledges this fact by approving supplemental operating funds to help educate Increased 
numbers of students. Legislators should also realize that with more students to educate, 
districts that did not over build In the 1970's and 80's’now need more classrooms. We 
understand the desire to hold the line on state spending but we cannot reduce the number of 
students we have to educate. These students are here now and more are coming on their heels. 
We need classrooms for them. WE NEED AN ADDITION AT TANANA AND A NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
FUNDED THIS YEAR.
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Co-Chair 

Health, Education and 
Social Services Committee

Resources Committee

Legislative Budget and Audit

Special Committee 
on Oil and Gas

A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Patrick J. Carney

During Session: 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau. Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-2186

During Interim: 
P.O. Box 87-1746 

Wasilla, Alaska 99687 
(907) 373-2518

April 23 1991

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representa tive Jerry Mackie
Chair, Community and Regional A ffa irs Comm ittee

FROM: Representative Pat Carney

RE: Hearing request - HB 290

I request tha t you schedule House Bill 290, re imbursement of school 
construction debt, for a hearing as soon as possible.

HB 290 provides 70 per cent reimbursement fo r outstanding bonds 
authorized by voters to pay costs of new school construction and 
add itions to schools sta tew ide. Current sta tute requires 
re im bursem ent fo r past school construction debts, but has no 
provision fo r fu ture construction. Many com m unities cannot afford 
to build new schools, or add on to existing build ings, w ithout 
ass is tance from  the state.

Thank you fo r your consideration of th is request.



AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

NEA-ALASKA
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M a y  3, 1991

To: Representative Mackie, Chair

Members, H o u s e  C o m m u n i t y  &  Regional Affairs C o m m i t t e e

Re:

H B  290; "An Act re la tin g  to re im bursem en t o f  school construction  d eb t; an d  
provid ing fo r  an  e ffec tiv e  d a te ."

N E A - A l a s k a  supports a n d  encourages y our favorable consideration of H B  290.

W e  did support the theory a n d  principle of H B  37 in that it m a k e s  sense to h a v e  an 

orderly system for the m a n a g e m e n t  of public school capital i m p r o v e m e n t  projects. 

H o w e v e r ,  it has b e c o m e  apparent that H B  37 m a y  not be effectively serving the broad 

based need w h i c h  is inherent in public education in Alaska.

While health a n d  safety concerns are of critical importance as they pertain to public 

school facilities a n d  m ust be given priority consideration the simple fact that w e  have 

u n h o u s e d  students m us t  receive equal priority. T h e  p r o b l e m  of u n h o u s e d  students is 

c o m p o u n d e d  by the reality that student enrollment is increasing a n d  is already a serious 

strain on limited facilities in m a n y  parts of the state.

Unless there is a n  i mmediate c o m m i t m e n t  to reach m u c h  further d o w n  the capital 

i m p r o v e m e n t  needs lists w h i c h  h ave been produced as a result of H B  37, it is critical that 

H B  290 be passed so that co mm unities can begin the process of meeting their o w n  critical 

needs for additional classroom space.

T h a n k  y o u  for your consideration of our position. V'

Respectfully submitted

B o b  M a n n e r s  

Executive Director
D o n  O b e r g  

President

cc: Representative Ca rne y
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LA KE  AND PENINSULA BOROUGH
SCHOOL D ISTR ICT  ^

TO; O f f i c e  o f  Re p .  P a t  C a r n e y
A T T E N T I O N :  C A R O L I N E

F R O M ;  T h e  L a k e  a n d  P e n i n s u l a  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  F r a n k  W. H i l l

HE; H o u s e  B i l l

The Lake and Peninsula School D i s t r i c t  u rges your 
H B  ae-sr.

c c / R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o r g e  G . J a c k o  Jr. 
S e n a t o r  F r e d  F. Z h a r o f f

P.O. Box 498 
King Salmon, Alaska 99613 

Phone (907) 246-4280

support o f

Chlgnlk Buy •  Chlgnlk luguon •  Ottynik hike * Fge^lk •  /*>/«#/* •  In m v f f Buy • Kvkhuttok •  Uvelock 
Nenhalcn • Nundutum * Pedro Buy • Pi rryvilk  • Pilot Point • Port Utidtn • Port Alsiwrth
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FISCAL NOTE

P. 01

Revision Data: __________________
Title: R e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  S c h o o l

C o n s t r u c t i o n  D e b t ____________

S p o n s o r :  < > Y - n p y  _  _

R e q u e s t o r :  H o u s e  H e s s

B I L L  N O .  H B  i ? 9 0 _

D e p a r t m e n t  A f f e c t e d :  E d u c a t i o n _____________
B R U .  E d u c a t i o n a l  F i n a n c e  &  S u p p p o r t  S e r v i c e s  

C o m p o n e n t :  S c h o o l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  D e b t  R e t i r e m e n t

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thou***!* of Dolan)

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING * it * * * *

CAPfTAL

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dolan)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER
FUND SOURCE:
TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY •

Estimate of currant year impact:

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page if necessary.)

* I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  S t a t e  l i a b i l i t y  i n  F Y 9 3  a n d  b e y o n d  u n d e r  H B  2 9 0 ,

I - ■■ I ■ r- ^

Prepared By: M i k e  M a h e r _  _ . Phone: 4 6 5 - 2 8 0 0

Division; Joipi_ssloner'_s O ff i c e ____________________________ D a w ;  ] L 2H % 2 - ■

Approved by Commissioner: — J e r r y  C n v p y .  C o m m i s s i  f i n e r  / A ^

Agency: E d u c a t i o n  _ — - .. Date: _  - l/ ? ? /C iP _

, P .  Q o v .  L * a t a .  O f c . ,  4  A o * n e v ( » * « l .
P o* t- lt ,’‘ brand fax transmittal m e m o  7 fin  I* * 1   —



Date Referred: May 6, 1991 

Date o f Committee Action:.

(7) I HJSE COMMITTEE REPO: 7
FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance

2 k

The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 290

HOUSE B ILL NO. 290 SCHOOL DEBT REIMBURSEMENT

"An Act relating to reimbursement of school construction debt; and providing for an effective date."

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
be replaced w ith________ CS #13 3.90 f/z-ers) | the same title 

-I ] a new title
[ ] have attached amendments(s)
[ ] do pass
[ ] do not pass
[ ] no recommendations
[k f  individual recommendations
[ ] additional referral to the____ Committee

ADOPTS: letter o f Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): 
[ ] fiscal impact___________________

(Depi) APPROVES PREVIOUS:
[ ] fiscal note(s)_______

(Dcpt/Due)

[ ] zero fiscal note [ ] zero fiscal note(s)
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HB 290 "An A c t r e l a t i n g  t o  re im b u rs em en t o f  s c h o o l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e b t ;  and p r o v id in g  f o r  an 
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

F i s c a l  N o te  (b lu e )
1 .  HB 29 0
2 .  P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t , M a t-S u  S c h o o l D i s t r i c t
3 .  S p o n s o r  S ta te m e n t
4 .  C&RA m in u te s , 5 / 3 / 9 1
5 .  P o s i t i o n  S ta t e m e n t , A la s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l B o a rd s

J a n ,  2 7 ,  1 9 9 2



M atanuska-Susitna Borough School D istrict
125 WEST EVERGREEN -  PALMER, ALASKA 99645 -  (907 ) 74B-9200 

Dr. Ell B. Sor#n*on, Superintendent

January 27 ,1992

Honorable Representatives Carney and Lincoln
and Members o f the Health, Education and Social Services Committee:

I  would like to testify in strong support o f House B ill 290. I  know you are aware and 
concerned about overcrowding in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District, but I 
beg your indulgence to briefly review the circumstances impacting our schools.
Since the 1972-73 school year, Mat-Su schools have grown by over 7,500 students. Our 
student population has increased by 400% during this time. We have witnessed an average 
student enrollment increase o f 8% per year. With our current student membership, this 
increase means a projection o f 820 new students next school year. The facility implications 
o f this pattern o f growth is clear.
To look at this another way, at the current time we have nine schools which have more 
students than their design capacity. Two additional schools are over 95% o f capacity. This 
is almost half o f the schools in our district.
Our School Board, administration, staff and community are presently trying to avoid 
double shifting at Wasilla Middle School, which has 140 students beyond capacity.
Clearly, we are spending a great deal o f operational funds to mitigate not having adequate 
capital funds. Our experience is overcrowded schools cost more to operate than just the 
number o f students would suggest.
Unhoused students is an unresolved issue as addressed with the present construction 
mechanism. House B ill 290 presents hope to a community which is experiencing one of 
the highest growth rates in the nation.

Martin Lastcr, Ph.D.
Assistant Superintendent of 
Finance ana Public Relations

lc

D E D I C A T E D  T O  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  E D U C A T I O N



Co-Chair 
Health, Education and 

Social Services Committee

Resources Committee

Legislative Bi >dget and Audit

Special Committee 
on Oil and Gas

A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Patrick J. Carney

During Session: 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-2186

During Interim: 
P.O. Box 87-1746 

Wasilla, Alaska 99687 
(907)373-2518

May 1, 1991

SPONSOR STATEMENT - HOUSE BILL 290

HB 290, which is the companion bill to SB 228 by Senator Kerttula, 
is designed to reinstate the debt reimbursement for bonded 
indebtedness for school construction.
HB 37, which passed last year, was designed to provide a new 
approach to school construction in order to avoid escalation of 
bonded indebtedness for schools. The legislation provided a priorty 
system for school construction by the Department of Education 
which would include all school construction needs statewide, 
prioritized according to greatest need. There was a commitment 
made to fully fund prior debt service retirement, which was not 
kept. In reviewing the priority one schools, which resulted from 
this needs prioritization, it is obvious that rural schools will 
dominate that list for many years.

HB 290 provides for reinstating debt service retirement for bonded 
indebtedness at the 70 per cent level for bonds issued after March, 
1990.

Without the oenefit of this debt service retiremer*, a tremendous 
burden is placed on organized municipalities who are in desperate 
need of additional schools and are already carrying a heavy tax 
burden.

The Anchorage School District has a significant capital need for 
construction to bring old schools up to current standards. In 
addition, schools in South Anchorage and the Eagle River-Chugiak 
areas are over capacity and new elementary and junior high schools 
are in the planning process.

• ,HC



Schools in the Matanuska-Susitna School District are also at or near 
capacity in most areas and we are continuing to experience 
tremendous population growth.
The Fairbanks School District anticipates it will need $100 million 
for school construction over the next ten years, an amount that 
includes three to four new schools.

The current funding mechanism cannot meet the needs of urban 
school districts. HB 290 provides the most effective means, and 
most traditional method, for financing school construction.



COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS 5 / 3 / 9 1

N U M B E R  023

REP* PAT  C A R N F Y , P R I M E  S P O N S O R  OF HB 290, T O L D  C O M M I T T E E  
M E M B E R S  T H A T  HB  2 9 0  WA S  D E S I G N E D  TO R E I N S T A T E  TH E D E B T  
R E I M B U R S E M E N T  AT T H E  70 P E R C E N T  L E V E L  FO R  B O N D I N G  FO R 
S C H O O L  C O N S T R U C T I O N .  H E S A I D  M A N Y  M U N I C I P A L I T I E S  C A N N O T  
A F F O R D  TO PAY  FOR  N E W  S C H O O L S *

N U M B E R  119

TO M RYAN, W I T H  THE D E P A R T M E N T  OF E D U C A T I O N ,  T O L D  C O M M I T T E E  
M E M B E R S  T H A T  H B  2 9 0  W O U L D  R E T U R N  TO T HE  O L D  S Y S T E M  OF 
R E I M B U R S I N G  DEBT* MR* R Y A N  S A I D  THE A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
I N D I C A T E D  T H A T  T H E Y  W O U L D  S U P P O R T  HB 290 A T T H E  SO P E R C E N T  
LEVEL, B U T  NOT THE 70 P E R C E N T  LEVEL, B E C A U S E  T H E  H I G H E R  
L E V E L  W O U L D  C R E A T E  M O R E  I N C E N T I V E  TO B U I L D  B I G G E R  P R O J E C T S  
AND  I N C R E A S E  T H E  $ 1 2 0  M I L L I O N  D E B T  S E R V I C E  P A Y M E N T  THE  
S T A T E  C U R R E N T L Y  HAS.

N U M B E R  21 5

BO B  M A N NE RS , W I T H  T H E  N A T I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  T O L D  
C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S  T H E R E  AR E  M A N Y  N E E D S  A C R O S S  THE S T A T E  FOR 
E X P A N D I N G  S C H O O L S  A N D  C L A S S R O O M S  AND  HB 2 9 0  W O U L D  P R O V I D E  A 
M E C H A N I S M  TO A D D R E S S  T H E  P R O B L E M *

N U M B E R  268

DR* E L L  S O R E N S O N ,  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  OF T H E  MAT--SU S C H O O L  
D I ST R I C T ,  T E S T I F I E D  F R O M  P A L M E R  IN F A V O R  OF  HB 290* DR. 
S O R E N S O N  T O L D  C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S  T H A T  M A N Y  OF S C H O O L S  A R E  AT 
OR A B O V E  C A P A C I T Y  L E V E L S *  H E  A L S O  I N F O R M E D  T H E  C O M M I T T E E  
TH A T E C O N O M I C  C H A N G E S  IN H I S  A R E A  H A V E  R E S U L T E D  IN A L O W  
BO N D R A T I N G  FOR  THE M A T - S U  B O R O U G H  M A K I N G  IT D I F F I C U L T  TO  
R A I S E  M O N E Y  F OR  S C H O O L  P R O J E C T S *  DR* S O R E N S O N  S U G G E S T E D  
T H A T  T H E C O M M I T T E E  C O N S I D E R  E S T A B L I S H I N G  A C O O P E R A T I V E  B O N D  
F U N D  T H A T  W O U L D  A L L O W  T H E M  T O B O N D  AT A B E T T E R  RA TI N G.

N U M B E R  315

N O R M  POL.ENSKE, A S S O C I A T E  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  OF THE M A T - S U  
S C H O O L  D IS TR I C T ,  T E S T I F I E D  F R O M  P A L M E R  IN S U P P O R T  OF HB 
290. MR* P O L E N S K E  S T A T E D  T H A T  25 P E R C E N T  OF T H E I R  S C H O O L S  
A R E  AT C A P A C I T Y  W I T H  TH E P O P U L A T I O N  R A T E  I N C R E A S I N G  AT 7 
P E R C E N T  E A C H  YEAR.

N U M B E R  385-

REP* C. D A V I S  M O V E D  T H A T  HB 2 9 0  P A S S  F R O M  C O M M I T T E E  W I T H  
I N D I V I D U A L  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S .  THE  M O T I O N  C A R R I E D .
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POSITION STATEMENT

HOUSE BILL 290 
"School Debt Reimbursement"

The Alaska Council of School Administrators supports HB 290 "School Dept 
Reimbursement".

Districts across Alaska are experiences a dramatic increase in student 
population which has filled to capacity the existing school facilities.
Their need for additional facilities has very little opportunity to be 
addressed under the existing process for school construction. It is our 
belief that we need to return to a form of school debt reimbursement 
program which will allow those districts who have serious needs for 
additional facilities to house students to have the opportunity to build 
them with some cost being the responsibility of the district and some 
cost being the responsibility of the State of Alaska.

The need for additional facilities continues to grow each year. We believe 
the longer these needs are not met the more serious problem it becomes. 
We recommend this legislature take action to resolve this serious growing 
problem before they adjourn.
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ST A T E  O F  ALASKA
1991  L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS ION

B IL L  NO. HB 290

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  ___ _____________________________

Title: Reimbursement o f School
Education

Construction Debt
S p o n s o r :

R e q u e s t o r :

Carney

Department Affected:
BRU: Educational Finance & Support Servirps 
Component: School Construction Debt Retirement

House HESS C O M PO N E N T  S E R IA L  NO .

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

O P E R A T IN G FY 9 2 FY 9 3 FY  9 4 FY 9 5 FY 96 FY  9 7
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S
T R A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
S U P P L IE S
E Q U IP M E N T
LA N D  & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S . C LA IM S
M IS C E L L A N E O U S
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G * * * * * *

■
C A P IT A L

REVENUE
F U N D I N G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s ) '

G E N E R A L  FU N D
F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R
T O T A L

POSITIONS:
F U L L -T IM E
P A R T -T IM E
T E M P O R A R Y

E s t i m a t e  o f  c u r r e n t  y e a r  i m p a c t : .

A N A L Y S I S :  ( A t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s a r y . )

I t  is  impossible to p red ic t the s t a t e ' l ia b i l i t y  in FY91 and beyond under HB 290.
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