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Dear Representative Koponen,

€0

April 24, 191
Incerely,

1008 West Northern Lights Bivd. « Anchorage, Alaska 99503 * (907) 561-8970
(

A United Way Agency
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As we discussed, Xsuggest you amend page 5, line 10 as follows

Sen HEEOABEAR IR Cfee nt Oeete th restof e
ord

coan‘Jteenrtthﬁt)\/Nprovd gﬁse |s Ba est5th(=!|nfoIIOV\Imadd ;
hysicja ealth ¢ r orke or et v1du|
R T baEa S
arent . ardian° about the p VisIQ such health
r..W|ho the. written consent. of the mlnr N
addytion, the minor shall be protected by general
Spiwg)a}ble guarantees of privilege, confidentiality and



ggife
-2186

April 25, 1991

P d

Juneau,
X Lincoln

Al

] strc!ngmo\f\)ljre'yﬁgnt?oy% %é)ehalf of Alaskans for Life to voice

Dear Representatives Carney and Lincoln,
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Alaska State Legislature

committee name

committee on Jdated - /e ey
bill/subject _

| am opposed to House Bill No. 268 and Senate Bill No. 249,
| am very much in favor of people having freedom to choose. | am
also very much in favor of people being™held responsible and
accountale for the consequences of their choices. | believe that is
not a unique position since the U.S. and its entire Iegzal system IS
founded upon those principles. If someone chooses To bécome a
criminal, they_are punished according to the nature and de?ree of
their crime. The%/ do not escape punishment by deciding at the time
of sentencing to become a non-criminal. If théy could, “anarchy
would reign” throughout the country.

If a person chooses to shoot a_gun, they have at that point lost the
choice to have the bullet stay in the gun or return to it without
damaging anything in its trajectory. [T a ﬁerson chooses to engage in
sex, tney have pulled a trigger. ‘If they then are allowed to destroy
another “individual just to avoid the responsibility for the
consequences of their choice, they are being encouraged to violate
the very principles that are fundamental to maintaining the liberty
and freédom that we in the U.S. so highly prize. = If people are
encouraged to avoid resPonS|b|I|ty for their actions regardmg
somethl_ngi as serious as life, can they really be expected to be
responsible in other important, aspects of our national character? _For
government to allow indiscriminate abortion is a great trage%%. For
gg\ﬁrgment to finance it is unconscionable. Pleasé kill HB263 and

Signed,; dS
Testifier

Representing (Optional) A&.

S'STS! K e. AK ?2_?272*

Address
'3-3.5"-90<?L,
Phone No.

9/86 Uglslativ: Informstion Offict




Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the /P, ¢
committee T
committee on /1 i+ , dated
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committee name
SB-249 ( dated

bill/subject

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the Health, Education & Social SerViCE‘S,
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Representing (Optional)testifying as an individual
Box 653. Ward fo

Phone No.

9/80 LtgisKtlv* Iflformifan Offte*

Testifler
| ama msmber or the Coalition of Allkans for Choice-Ketchikan,

Address

J11I Dobr
247-2307

P, 0,

Signed:



COALITION OF ALASKANS
FOR CHOICE -ANCHORAGE

*

April 18, 1991

Representative N iilo Koponen

Alaska State House of Representatives
P.O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Koponen:

The Coalition of Alaskans for Choice wholeheartedly endorses House
Bill 268, the Reproductive Privacy Act.

Our top legislative priorities are to keep abortion safe and legal and
to protect public funding for abortions for poor women. This legislation
addresses both. We support it in its entirety.

Since the United States Supreme Court struck down state laws banning
abortion, the Constitution has protected our most basic personal rights.
Some antiabortion legislatures and governors have sought ways, however, to
erode these rights through restrictive legislation and regulation. The
present Governor of Alaska is a member of this group, and now, more than
ever, we need strong language in our statutes that protects our privacy in
reproductive planning.

The decision to commence, continue or terminate a preghancy is a
profoundly personal matter, and not an arena for governmental interference
and coercion. Our self determination as women depends upon our retaining
legal authority over our private lives.

Thank you, Representative Koponen, for your support.

sincerely,

Archoege. Ak GEE23

lelJf& rs o-f (S upport-






SUSAN M. ANSTINE, M.S.W.
18644 PUFFIN WAY
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99516

April 19, 1991

epresentative N. Kaponen
ouseBof \F}epresentatlves

.0. Box
uneau, Ak. 99811

Oear Representative Kaponen,

| am writing to express my strong support for HB 268: an act which
irovides for a woman's right to choose abortion without governmental
nterference and protects all women's access to reproductive freedom.

'As a clinical social worker | have seen the crises and despair of women
acing unwanted pregnancies. My mother and many of my friends underwent the
ampliation and dan?er of illegal abortions. My sister wasfortunate enough to
ave access to legal abortion “services when she became one of the "failure™
tatistics while correcting using a diaphragm.

~ Unwanted children rarely become wanted after they are born. They are
ikely to experience more health problems, as well as’ become victims of abuse
id neglect. My caseload over the last 20 years is full of stories of children
lose lives do"not have happy endings.

| will work very hard to promote passage of this bill and thank you for
sur support of the men and women of Afaska.

Sincerely,

Ya

Susan M. Anstine
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POSITION PAPER
SB 249, REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT

The Alaska Chapter of the National Association of Social
Workers (NASW) strongly supports the passage of SB 249,
Reproductive Privacy Act. On a national basis, NASWSs
Delegate Assembly established a policy affirming a woman's
right to choose whether to have an abortion. NASW's position
on abortion is to support self-determination, or a woman's
right to make her own choice about abortion.

The Honorable Justice Blackmun wrote, ".. Every year many
women, especially poor and minority women, would die or
suffer debilitating physical trauma, all in the name of
enforced morality or religious dictates or lack of compassion,
as it may be.." He warned of the danger of overturning "a
constitutional decision that secured a fundamental personal
liberty to millions of persons.”

The Alaska Chapter of NASW believes that this bill will
continue to guarantee women their rights. We support SB249
in its entirety. Reproductive privacy, including abortion, is a
matter of individual conscience, not governmental coercion.
Reproductive choices of Alaskans must be protected by law.

Respectfully submitted,

5 )

Nina Kinney, MSW, LCSVT™
President, Alaska Chapter -



4410 N. Douglas Hwy.
Juneau, AK 99801
April 21, 1991

I am strongly opposed to HB #268 and SB #249, liberalizing Alaska®
abortion statutes, because they take away the rights of doctors and
parents, remove a patient3 opportunity for counseling and education,
endanger public health and safety, and require the use of public tax
dollars for destroying human lives, something 1 am morally opposed to.

Specifically these bills provide for:

- eliminating the current requirement that abortions be performed
by a physician or surgeon licensed by the State Medical Board,

- eliminating the current requirement thatabortions bf performed
in a hospital or other facility approvedby the state or federal
government,

- abortions for girls under 18 without parental notification,

- taking away the existing right of a hospital or doctor to
conscientiously object to participating ,in an abortion,

- promoting abortion by forbidding waiting periods, counseling or
alternatives that may delay, increase the cost of or limit the
availability of an abortion,

- requiring the State of Alaska to use tax dollars to pay for abortions.

I have recently read an interesting book entitled Grand Illusions, the
Legacy of Planned Parenthood, by George Grant. All legislators dealing
with this type of legislation should inform themselves of the dangers
of abortion by reading this book. I obtained the book through the
Juneau Library Inter-library Loan.

Please use your influence to defeat these bills because they are not
in the public interest.

Sincerely,



Alaska State House of Representatives
Capitol Building

P.0O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99981

To all Representatives:

The Alaska Women 3 Political Caucus unequivocally
supports HB 268, "An Act providing for a woman®s right to choose
abortion without governmental intereference? protecting the right
to use birth control; relating to payment for abortions under
Medicaid and general relief assistance; and providing for an
effective date.™

Thislegislation is imperative to protect the
constitutional right of all women to choose whether or not to have
an abortion. The Hickel Administration®s intended policy to deny
general relief medical assistance funding for poor women seeking
abortions discriminates on the rights of these women iIn two ways.

First, 1t discriminates against them on the basis of
poverty or employment status, for it will deny them the right to an
abortion which many women can afford without government relief.
Second, it infringes on their constitutional right to privacy,
effectively denying them the right to choose whether or not to have
an abortion, although acknowledging their need for and entitlement
to general medical relief for other medical needs.

We strongly urge you to move quickly on this issue and to
enact this legislation as 1t was introduced by Representatives
Kopenen, Boyer, Ellis, Finkelstein, Lincoln, C. Davis, Carney,
Donley, Moyer, Navarre, Ulmer, Gruenberg, and Brown.

V*
ALASKA WOMEN®"S.rPOLITICAL CAUCUS

Theda Pittman Beth Phillips
Chair Vice-Chair

P.O.B
Anchorage,%é%%

Y



Alaska State Legislature

FNATCRARLISS STURAULBARK, Gaman PQ BOXV
— SNATCR PAUL AR GaEmay ROOM427
-SHNATCRSAMCOTTEN SIAITECAPITCL
SHNATOR LYIVAN HOFAVAN IANEAU ALASKASRI1
SENATCRAURT VENARD (907) 465-3762
Senate Committee on
Health, Education and Social Services

M EMORANTDUWM 22 April 1991

TO: Members, Senate HESS C<

FROM: Senator Arliss Sturgulews

We have been invited to attend the House HESS Committee
meeting scheduled for Thursday, 25 April 1991 at 8:00 am. House
Bill 268 which isa companion bill toSB 249 currently inour
committee.

There will be testimony by representatives of the National
Abortion Rights League and National Right to Life on this
legislation.



COALITION OF ALASKANS
FORCHOICE -ANCHORAGE

March 22, 1991
The Honorable Georgianna Lincoln
Alaska State House of Representatives
P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Lincoln:

The Coalition of Alaskans for Choice in Anchorage is a non-profit
organization established in 1989 to protect reproductive freedom 1in
Alaska through research, education, and political action. We work 1in
cooperation with organizations of like purpose throughout Alaska to

accomplish our goals.

Attached is a copy of our legislative position. Qur position 1is
stated broadly; as you consider specific legislation, our members
will contact you further to express their views.

We would appreciate hearing from you in regard to our position.
Specifically, we would like to know whether or not you support a
woman®s right to an abortion as provided for by current law and
whether or not you support public funding for abortions for poor
women.

Please feel free to contact me personally if you have any
guestions regarding our position or would like to discuss this
further. My home telephone number in Anchorage is 522-1740. I look
forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Post Office Box 232472
Anchorage. Alaska 99523
(907) 274-9308



COALITION OF ALASKANS FOR CFIOICE
LEGISLATIVE POSITION

The. Coalition of Alaskans for Choice exists to protect reproductive freedom in
Alaska. At the core of reproductive freedom is the inalienable right of a woman, regardless
of her age or economic station, to choose to terminate an unwanted pregnancy.

The right of choice, however, is much more than the right to abortion on demand.
Choice includes access to reproductive health and family planning information and services;
sexuality education in the schools; research and development of safe, effective contraception;
prenatal care, healthy baby and parent education programs; and adoption services.

A legislative program that truly supports families encompasses all of these services.
This full range of options presents women and men with meaningful family planning choices.

The Coalition of Alaskans for Choice supports public policy and specific legislation
which:

1 keeps abortion safe and legal;
2 keeps abortion accessible to poor women through public funding;
3. provides full and adequate funding for family planning services;

4, mandates sexuality education as part of the public school health
education curriculum;

5. promotes the prevention of birth defects and fetal alcohol syndrome
without infringing on the civil rights of pregnant women;

6. encourages utilization of family planning services by minors; and
7. . recognizes that a living will protects a woman'’s right to die, even when
pregnant.

The Coalition of Alaskans for Choice opposes any legislation which:
1 restricts a woman'’s access to an abortion;
2. elevates fetal rights above those of a pregnant woman; or

3. restricts minors’ rights to family planning and abortion services.

Coalition of Alaskans for Choice -Anchorage
P.0. Box 232472

Anchorage, AK 99523

(07) 274-9308



April 22, 1991

s Gray
Kuskokwim Street
orage, Alaska 99508

Jame
1820
Anch

Reg. Geor\g}ianna Lincoln
P.0. Box
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Rep. Lincoln,

This letter concerns the mental health lands trust dispute
and related issues. | would like to encourage you to make sure
that human rights are maintained when this matter is settled.
Right now Alaska law allows -for people to receive involuntary
psychiatric treatment with drugs. These drugs have dangerous
an debllltatln_? effects on the mind and body. A person could
stay clear of illegal drugs, tobacco, alcohol and aspirin their
entire life and then wind up damaged by psychiatric drugs, A
change in Alaska law to prohibit invollntary drugging is in
order. A statement added to any settlement bill prohibiting
any of the money from being used for mvoluntar)é and/or
coercive dru%;lng Is in order. Also, at least 50/i of the
funding should go to programs that don't involve psychiatric

drugging.

For People on the receiving end of psychiatric drugging
the effects can be bone marrow poisoning, hallucinations, liver
damage, sedation, drowsiness, difficulty thinking, nightmares,
apathy, de[pressmn, impotence, despair, blurred Vvision, nausea,
vomiting, low blood pressure, epileptic seizures, hepatitis,
glaut%oma, decrease in white blood cell count, brain amage and
eath.

. Alaskan Natives, after having their culture destroyed, can
line up as well for pslychlatrlc drugging. Maybe they won't
notice what they have [lost.

The alternatives to drugs are understanding, housing,
clothing, food, dignity, money, respect, employment _
(unemployment and underemployment are both on top of the list
as causes of "mental illness”) and generally diverting the
resources from psychiatric salaries to individuals.

. The present law allowing for involuntary drugging is in
violation of the Alaska Constitution. Drugs remove "a natural
r|g1_ht, to life, Ilbert%, the pursuit of happiness." Freedom of
religion is violated because ﬁsyc_hlatrylls established as a
State religion. Visions and nhearing voices are often
interpreted as a "psychosis" in need of drugs. Article I,



Section 21 is violated, it states that, "The enumeration of
rl%h_ts in this constitution shall not impair or deny others
retained by the people.” Article VII, Section 4 is violated
since it requires, "The Ieglslatu_re shall provide for the
gromotlon and protection of public health." Article I, Section
2 reads, "The right of the i)eople to prlvaC){ IS recognized and
shall not be infringed. The legislature shall implement this
section. "

The involuntary drug%ln law is required because even
"mentally disturbed® people know that these drugs are ?alnful
and dangerous. The very nature of the law implies that the
people being given involuntary treatment are incapable of
iving informed consent to medical experimentation! The

laskan legislature can send the message to psychiatry that,
"No, means no."

Involuntary drugging is allowed to go on until a person,
"no longer poses a danger to himself or others." This idea
implies that it is possible to predict the future for people.
In fact, it isn’'t possible, with any accuracy, to predict what
anyone Is going to do. It certainly would be nice to be able
to_flgbure out who is going to commit a crime and send them to
jail before they do it.

The psychiatric belief, that mental illness is caused by
chemical Imbalances in the brain, is unproven.

The drug Ritalin is being given to children in Alaskan
schools because it makes the children more manageable in the
classroom. It is often the brlﬂht children who are drugged,
because they are smarter than the teacher and are bored.  One
side effect from Ritalin is "psychosis". Ritalin is in the
class of drugs with cocaine.

Legislation, requiring dentists to inform their clients
what is being put into their mouths, is wise. Mercury.
Bms_onlng Is a known cause of "mental illness." Someétimes the
rain’s chemistry is altered by environmental poisoning.
Psychiatric drugs just mask the symptoms.

It has been said that a person’s body can be imprisoned,
but the mind is free. Alaskan psychiatry is now going after
minds as well.

Thank you. | hope that this information will help you in
making any decisions related to these matters,

Sincerely yours,

James Gray
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. » April 22, 1991

BONE -7 %N _—
Sywe V

Dear Legislator,

Subject

V . KiT . Y .
Koponen, Boye?, Ellls? Finkelstein, Lincoln, C. Davis, Carney,

Donley, Moyer, Navaar, Ulmer, Gruening, Brown, Sturgelewski,
Fahrenkamp, Rodey, Adams, co-sponsor Liberalisation of
Alaska®s Restrictions on Abortion. Y.

bh» I not only will
again because of their stand, but

_em j

This bill wonld be:

do abortions which mnm their
(Making my doctor a murderer!)

and
educ.at .ion and

Eill\Mi IMI'BaMneaa”tagg”Bi. - which [ re fuse tc<ao7
(Medicaide 1is already sending anyone over 24 weeks along to
lower 48 for abortions)

Sincerelyr)

Mrs. Ronda K. Smith
Missionary



200 West 34th Avenue
Suite *137
Anchorage, AK 99503

April 23, 1991

Representative, Georgianna
P. 0. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Representative, Lincoln:

| feel that Alaska has very liberal abortion statutes. Please vote
against House Bill Number 268.

By eliminating the current requirements that a physician or surgeon
be licensed this will endanger Alaskan's. This bill also takes away
the current requirement that abortions be performed in a hospital or
other facility approved by the State.

This bill is filled with radical approaches that will cause emotional
and health concerns for Alaskan's. Please vote no on this bill.

Sincerely,

Daniel A. Le Blanc
(907)333-2825



pril 23, 199.L

A

Ms. Georglanna Lincoln

Alaska State Legislature

P. 0. Box V (majl stop:3100)
Juneau, Alaska 998.L1

Dear Ms. Lincoln:

was born and raised in Ketchikan, Alaska. | have enjoyed the
beauty of this townand statefor 29 years. It  bripgs a good
feeling to know thatalong withAlaska "heauty it is also very a
wealthy land.

| am d|sturbed that House  Bill#268, if passed, will allow state

mmwy—— MONEY--to be spent destroying .precious innocent
Chl ren b¥ abortlon | t WI|| also undefmine important family
values ak the responsibility that, belongs to Rarents and

er a minor

pIaC|ng |t to he States contro| as to deciding weat
1d can have an abortion, receive contraceptives, etc. Also,

ch
do want m state to, in its laws, except Abortion as an
"Al ernatlve ethod of Birth Control".

no
{
DO NOT VOTE FOR THIS BILL. Vote against it and protect Alaskas
wealth and integrity from the shedding of innocent blood.

Thank you,

Bill Jeffrey White
P. 0. Box 9148
Ketchikan, Alaska 9990.1.
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April 23, 1991

Greetings:

Sitkans for Choice supports H3 288-a woman's ri
choose. This bill respects the right to privacy an
honors religious freedom while refUsing interfe nc n
the practice of medicine. It is obviously in t h
p b|IC opinion in Sitka and the rest of Alaska ed
state law and the recent ?ubernatortal election. 61% of
Alaska's voters and 87% of Sitka voters supported
pro-choice candidates.

Our feelings toward abortion are reflected by this
statement Dby the Episcopal Women's Cauous.

"We are deeply disturbed over the |ncr
and divisive battle being waged |n le

to fore© contipuance of Unwanted p %

[imit an American woman's right t

h
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t to
d
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g
y
re
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We believe that all should he free to
own consciences on this matter and tha
iffering views aro held by substantial s
of the American religious community, t
beltef of one religiQus body should not b
those who believe otherwise

To prohibit or severely Jimit the use  of publtc funds
to pay for abortions a rtd%es and denies the right to
an abortion and discriminates especially against low
Income, young and minority.women.

resent Alaskan law allows each person to make their own
ecis ns

P
d
Abortion has been practiced
will continue, whether legal.
unsafe.  Removing safe anb rtt

young, the poor, “and mi
Again, wO would like to reiterate our support for HB288 and
to” thank Representative Koponen for introduc ng the bill
grr]t(ttremstdaotleng so, considering the health care of the

t least 2500 B.C. and
gal, whether safe or
p

since
|
ecially penalises the

In a
or ille
Ons es
1es.

Sitkans for Choice
Box 2
Sitka, Alaska 99835
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Alaska State Legislature

sH

committee name

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

N
committee on \\r'\) _ . dated — A |_ ___________
bill/subject
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RepresentariveGeotgianaLincoln APR 24 RM.
POBoxV
Juneau, AK 99811

DearCeotgiana:
| trustyou are supporting House Bill 268 -whichwould allow for equal access of dl. Alaskans to
familyplanning and abortionrights. 1 understand anexpedited hearingin the House HESS

Committeewill give the bill atleast afighting chance during this session. Please do all you canto
usherthisimportantbill forward.

I had the pleasure of watching you speakaat the White House Conference on Familiesin 1980in
Fairbanks.  Iwas very impressed with your passionate support of extended families. 1amvery
happy you areinthe legislature. Mayyourtenurebeiong, rewarding and prosperous for all
Alaskans.

Lizlllg'
1220E 16th#10
Anchorage, AK 99501



IROSX)aB1/1ISkci® Statement

my wife,, and myself nave a strong opposition to tnese bilis. Our
opposition 1is based on trie fact that you are excluding

the wishes of a large majority of citizens of the United States. The
current concensus based on a (dallup survey is that the abortion industry
is operating with too 1little controls currently.

The Gallup survey 1 am quoting from was conducted iast year and released
to the pubitc on February £8 of this year.. It consisted of a random suvey
of Z,i?4 voting age adults.

Findings are tnat the public 1is not even very informed as to the legai status
of abortion 1in America and 1its liberal attitudes. Of those surveyed, only |1
in 9 could accurately describe the holdings in the Roe Vs. Wade decision.
When asked about use of abortion as a means of birth control 69X of amer leans
were firmly against tnis practice. Which 1is tne primary use of abortion.

Of those surveyed 76 percent said they were either highly or very concerned
with the 1issue of abortion.

Of those surveyed 42 percent thought that Roe Vs. Wade only allowed abortions
during the first three months.

A large 88% of the public supports legislation that requires parental
Involvement 1in the decision of a minor to undergo the surgical procedures

of an abortion.

91 percent of the public also disapproved of abortions for sex-selection.

In states that currently 1limit some abortions 70 percent of respondents
favor sci large punitive fines for abort ion ists perforrning illegal abort ions .

77 percent were opposed to abortion for financial reasons - such as
InterTerence with a womens career goais.

5.5 percent even supported legislation that would require that the women to
get the consent of the baby"s biological father before having an abortion.

86 percent mostly favored a state requirement tnat a women desiring an
abortion be properly educated as to fetal development, ana alternatives

such as adoption.

55 percent thought that tne wunborn baby®"s right tobe born should outweigh
the women®s right to chose whether she wants the cni idor not - this would
be from the moment of conception on.

When posed with the statement ™"a Il human life,, including that of the unborn,
should be protected™ either ver convicing or fairly convincing, respondents
were a large 75 percent.

And finally, 77 percent thought tnat at a minimum, abortion takes a human
life.

What we see of this proposed legislation 1is That it is in direct opposition
to the wishes of tne public and 1 urge you to kill this legislation as soon
as possible rather that kill more unoorn alaskans.

3vjOV V [TUSKAAXI

Aiobfeu"3
ort 344,-3238 A\mchorals Ak TRSIF I(A "



concerning HB 268 & SB 249
Government programs should not fund the optional surgprles
of anybody. Since wompn can"t be forced into or out of
abortions, if?allows that taxpayers shouldn®t be forced to
participate 1in abortions either. |1 urge you to vote against
the double standards of HB 263 & SB 249 (42 words)

Aconcerning HB 268 & SB 249
Page 3 lines *3, 19 & 20, page 4 lines 2 & 3 are an
outrageous contradiction to the very principles of choice
that abortion laws promote. Why force your standard on
licensees while pro-life standards can"t be forced on women?
I urge you to squelch this ridiculous proposal. (50 words)

concerning HB 268 & SB 249
Page 4 beginning on line 14. Who"s 1in charge of what? Aren-"t

parents legally responsible fgr their minor children? Only
emancipated minors should have the authority to choose or
refuse optional medical services. Please vote against HB 268

& SB 249-; (41 wor.ds)

concerning HB 268 & SB 249
Page 2 line 30. Why shouldn®t there be a mandatory delay? |If
the "choice™ s an uninformed deference to
liberal bra in washing it isn™ a "choice™ at all. Knowledge
of the Ilifelong physical & emotional hazards, & all
alternatives should be mandatory for any surgery candidate.

(4fe words)

concerning HB 268 & S8 249
Considerate professiorals should write house bills that high
school graduates can understand, otherwise | U think you
were trying to pull the wool over our eyes. That's exactly
the case with the seemingly deceitful words of these bills.
After 2 days of study | now understand & oppose them both.

(49 words)



April 24, 1991
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Dear Legislator,

Subjects House Bill Mo . 268 or any other proposed
compromising legislation aimed at revising tough
abortion regulations such as &Ef 249 or 170 or 174.

Koponen, Boyer, Ellis, Finkelstein, Lincoln, C. Davis, Carney,
Donley, Moyer, Navaar, Ulmer, Gruening, Brown, Sturgelewski,
Fahrenkamp, Rodey, Adams, co-sponsor Liberalisation of
Alaska®"s Restrictions on Abortion.

I strongly appose their opposition. I not only will never
vote for any of these people again because of their stand, but

1 will strongly campaign against them.
Thiis bill would be:

Forcing Doctors to do abortions which violates their
hypocratic oathes. (Making my doctor a murderer.")

Overstepping my right as a parent to guide, nurture, and
protect my minor children from questionable sex education arid
uninformed consent to abortions without parental notification.

Permitting abortion peddlers to do an abortion to minors
anywhere, anytime, by anyone with no safety standards.

Using my tax dollars to fund abortions, thus, bringing me
in as an accomplice to murder - which I refuse to do.
(Medicaide 1is already sending anyone over 24 weeks along to
lower 48 for abortions).

Taking the preferences of a few and forcing them on the
masses, to be funded by the masses.



Alaskans for Life
PO BOX 32186
Juneau, AK 99803-2186

April 25, 1991

Representative Pat Carney
Representative Georgianna Lincoln
PO Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representatives Carney and Lincoln,

I am writing to you on behalf of Alaskans for Life to voice
a strong objection to HB 268.

Our overriding concern is that human life 1is sacred. To
take the life of an innocent child merely for the convenience of
its parents or to further their well being, financial or other —
wise is a crime against humanity that ultimately degrades the
society that sponsors such a policy. When other options exist,
why must our State now advocate abortion (the killing of an
unborn child) as our preferred alternative? This in itself is
reason enough to vote down this bill.

However, if a person accepts the pro-abortion argument,
there are other reasons that make this a bad piece of legisla—

tion. I will go over them briefly.

Sec. 18.16.020 DECLARATION OF PUBLIC POLICY. "...1S a
matter of profound personal choice.” True enough, but not the
entire truth. It is a matter of profound personal choice. But
it is also of profound importance to the unborn child who stands
in jJeopardy of his life. It is of profound importance to the
father since genetically, at least, 1it"s half his. (And not all

fathers are irresponsible either!) As long as they are willing
to assume their responsibility they should have some say in the
birth or death of their own children. It"s a matter of profound
importance to the parents of a pregnant minor daughter. Should—
n"t they have some rights in deciding what to do about their
child?

Sec. 18.16c030 PROTECTION OF REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE.

1. This section iIs so sweeping iIn its scope it is in danger of
denying basic freedom of speech and conscience to many 1in
the medical profession. The term "an instrumentality of the
State” could conceivably refer to medical facilities receiv—
ing State funds, State-licensed medical practitioners,
school districts, or elected officials expressing their
personal opinions. How far could this be interpreted?
Unfortunately, you do not really know.
2. Same section, subsection (c)(1). The use of the term "whe—
ther intentional or unintentional™ - rather broad a state—
ment I1°d say! In fact the whole subsection is rather broad.



3. The use of the term viability and its definition in (c)@)
is useless and misleading. Why bother to mention viability
when you can go ahead and abort after it occurs? The phrase
"to preserve the woman®"s life and health” 1is the standard
boilerplate on most permissive abortion legislation. It
does nothing to limit abortion and should not be 1in here.
All it does is give false hope to the feeble minded.

4. Mixing contraception and abortion in the same piece of
legislation is poor form. They are two very separate 1issues
evoking very different responses. To mix them together
leads to a confused response because objection to one issue
will probablybe confused with objection to the other or
both. IT youare going to have a contraception bill, have a
contraception bill. IT you are going to have an abortion
bill, have an abortion bill.

Sec. 18.16.100 SHORT TITLE. This should be retitled as "The
Abortion-on-Demand Bill."

Sec. 3. AS 08.64.326(a) If this is saying what 1 think it is
saying, 1itsays that a hospital or doctor could have a license
taken away if theyinterfere in an abortion "whether intentional
or unintentional”™ (see page 2, lines 12-14 of this bill). The
State Medical Board has the power to violate the freedom of
speech and conscience of doctors, medical personnel, and even
religiously based hospitals such as Providence Hospital 1if this
bill goes into effect. Their choice seems to be to go along with
the pro-abortion mentality in spite of deeply held convictions
they might have, or suffer "sanctions™ the Board "may impose”
(page 3, line 3).

Sec. 47.25.197 PAYMENT FOR ABORTIONS. NOT ON YOUR LIFEIIILl YQU
CAN USE YOUR OWN MONEY!IIIILILI STATE MONEY IS PARTLY MY MONEY AND
I REFUSE TO USE MY SHARE TO PAY FOR ABORTIONIIIIIINI IF YOU"RE SO
COMPASSIONATE, DONATE YOUR OWN MONEY!IIIIID  Also you will be
putting thousands of your own citizens in deep and profound
opposition to the State. Pro-life people, such as myself, will
have a distrust, disgust and disrespect for any government that
so violates our most deeply held convictions. You underestimate
the enmity that we can hold toward so evil an organization that
takes our money to do deeds we hold to be against our conscience.
This certainly is no way to bring a State together.

Why wasn®t this bill sent to the Judiciary Committee? Don"t you
believe in your own system? Why didn"t you give more time for
review of this bill?

Are you afraid someone might see it? OQutside of this, 1 can"t
think of one good thing to say about this bill.

Sincerely,

Ken Mattson, President
Alaskans for Life
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Teleconference Trouble Report

DATE: j/Z£ SITE: &r#:

TIME OF PROBLEM: fi 1SAh PHONE LINE: - 557/-

Describe Problem: QJJ &M4  uMX htUXS|C A>uh u,

LcbiAUAO C bAAAan

action Taken; W locuoalr u\ ~uriLctl s dhcuyimcun osQlccl

ft&A&CIpOKta v Cluuui < PAX éﬁqﬂy

Did you call your local phone company? Yes No jZ - y
Did you redial? Yes Nou Z Problem resolved? Yes No Y --

Please complete for each teleconference with technical problems. Then fax
to Lynn at 465-2864 (Juneau LIO) ASAP. Thanks for your help!

G-12

- .. . ... b "
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the (H) HPSS — -
committee name
committee on HB 268 dated fti?rid,.25r ]%_
bill/subject

P"ahnem Kinegak and myself Cathy Feaster work at the Yukon
Kuskokwim Health Corporation Maternal Child Health Women®"s Center.
We support HB 268. Approximately 70% of our women clients in the
YK Delta are Medicaid eligible. Abortion services are not available
in Bethel, therefore women must travel at least as far as Anchorage.
They frequently need assistance with this"travel.

Conception is not always a woman®s choice. Poor women must
have access to the full range of medical services that are available

to other Alaskan citizens who have money.

We urcre you to support HB 268 and therefore keep all woman in
Alaska equal.

Signed; e
Testifier

MCrf /udomeh™5 (vjn™Wr.

Representing (Optional) ._|
Iﬂo&p/bU 'SoA30aT Ak 97557

Address
19fFlijsgfr3-3&>g.5r
Phone No.

&35 oty rianation (ifics



Alaska W o men % Resource Center

111 W. 9th Ave., Suite 4 + Anchorage, Alaska 99501 « (907) 276-0528

House HESS - April 25, 1991 - HB 268/Reproductive Privacy
Testimony by Theda Pittman, Executive Director, AWRC

One of the programs operated by the Alaska Women®s Resource
Center is a temporary residence for women vrecovering from
alcoholism or substance abuse. For a number of years we have
been the only facility in Alaska which not only admitted a
pregnant woman but allowed her to stay once the baby was born.

At a recent meeting, the Resource Center Board affirmed a 1989
position paper which supports the need for HB 268:

The Alaska Women®s Resource Center believes that the rights to
self-determination and to privacy are the cornerstones upon
which rest the civil liberties that all Americans cherish. We
believe that for women the right of self-determination
includes the right to reproductive freedom. This fundamental
right of reproductive freedom 1includes affordable and
unrestricted access to, and use of, birth control and
contraceptive services, medication, devices and information;
good quality prenatal and postnatal <care; technology that
enhances the opportunities for successful pregnancy; and legal
abortion. Whether to bear a child is a profound decision and
one that 1is protected by the fundamental right to privacy.
AWRC supports the right of a woman to choose.

And, the Center supports the right of poor women to continue to
have access to this treatment through public funds such as
Medicaid and General Relief Medical. In states where poor women
do not have that option, the public cost and the <cost to
individual families have proven to be severe:

According to 1989 research by the National Abortion Federation,
approximately 3/4 of the women denied Medicaid funding have an
abortion anyway, working extra hours or jobs or borrowing from
their rent or grocery budgets. Because of the time required to
accumulate the money, such abortions often take place as a later
stage of pregnancy when there is more risk to the woman.

IT the woman carries a pregnancy to ternm because she is unable
to pay for an abortion, she iIs more likely to experience

complications in childbirth and infant mortality, not to mention
on-going problems.

None of this means that abortions should be a routine form of
birth control, or should be used for gender selection or are

desirable on an across the board basis. But, we do seek public
policy confirmation that a woman, relying on her own advisers,
is the only arbitrator of what happens in her own body. If we
can ever stop arguing about that, perhaps we can turn this
and energy to the important work of helping teenagers cope

sexual pressures, sorting out the increasingly complex legal and
human complications created by new technology, and taking better
care of the children we already have.

time
with
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Letla WIS

April 25, 1991

House HEE>3 CouuniUec

Alaska House of Representatives
PO Box V

Juneau, AK

RE: HESS Hearing on 4/25/91 regarding House Bill 268
Dear Representatives Lincoln and Camey:

Thank you for holding this morning's hearing on House Bill 268. | was
disappointed to be unable to testify, but am pleased to be able to write up my
comments and send them to you for inclusion in the record.

I believe in the sanctity of human life. 1, like the the majority of Alaskans
support life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness - for all Alaskans. | believe In
God and I also believe that God has given me the ability to make choices. House
Bill 268 recognizes choices, which is why | support the proposed legislation.

I wholeheartedly support the right and responsibility of an individual woman,
with the counsel of her husband or partner, family, friends, clergy, and
physician, to make her own decision about whether or when to bear a child. |
trust her ability to make her own decisions, no matter how difficult or painful.

Alaska has a longstanding commitment to choice, and Alaskans will vigorously
oppose any infringement on our right to choose. We cherish independence and
privacy —and choices. Our respect for reproductive freedom was made evident
in 1970 when abortion became safe and legal in this state, three years before Roe
v. Wade gave all American women the right to choose. We Alaskans reaffirmed
our commitment to choices for all women when we voted in 1982 to continue
funding abortions for poor women. That commitment was restated in last year's
legislative survey: Alaskans are pro-choice and Alaskans support the use of
public funds to pay for abortions for poor women.

I was greatly disturbed by some of this morning's testimony. In particular, | was
disheartened by the lack of faith and confidence in women's ability and right to
make personal decisions. Some opponents obviously are unaware of the current
law and practices or of Alaska's constitutional mandates. This bill simply
maintains the status quo, keeping abortion safe, legal, and accessible to all
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regardless of age or financial status. Others complained about using abortion as
birth control and seemed to believe that women can choose to conceive. They'’re
ignoring the technological reality that no method of contraceptive is foolproof.
And they're placing the entire responsibility for that failure on the woman.

I can only hope that opposition to this bill comes from misinformation and a lack
of education; we can remedy those faults but we can't compensate for a lack of
compassion.

I anxiously await the day when contraceptive technology catches up with human
need, when every child is a wanted child. Until then, abortion must be safe,
legal, and accessible, regardless of age and income.

Please support House Bill 268.

Sincerely,

Leila Wise
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STATEMENT OF KATIE HURLEY, LEGISLATIVE CHAIR, ALASKA WOMEN®"S POLITICAL CAUCUS:

Madam Chair and members of Senate and House HESS:

I regret that travel plans keep me from making this statement in person.

The Alaska Women®s Political Caucus is proud to support the protection of
a woman"s right to make her own choices about when and if to have children.
We also support funding for abortion services for poor women. We support

Senate Bill 249 and House Bill 268.

I represent not only our membership- over 300 Alaskans- women and men,
but also the hundreds of poor women of our state who will be discriminated
against if funds are not available should they decide to have an abortion.

Polls show the majority ofAlaskans are pro-choice- we believe in the
right of freedom to choose.

I commend to you "No Turning Back™, the moving and inspiring story of two
committed nuns who had the strength and courage to risk everything they were
to stand behind what they believed- women®s right to choose.

Their pro-choice position evolved over the years- It was not an easy
path. However, they could see no relevance in the opposing arguments to the
decisions faced by the actual women they saw at their shelter for the homeless.

And so they decided they were pro-choice and agreed to speak publicly at
arally for choice in Washington, D.C.

On March 9, 1986, before 100,000 other menand women marching that day on
behalf of women 3 lives, Barbara Ferraro (not related to Vice Presidential
candidate Geraldine Ferraro) and Patricia Hussey stood on the steps of the
Capitol, stepped before the podium®s microphones to say:

"Choice 1is at the heart of conscience, the scriptures and true religious
freedom. I stand here today with you- proudly for that which makes us

human...choicel”

There may be voices who disagreeand that 1is the democratic way, but we,
the Alaska Women®s Political Caucus, join with the majority of Alaskans and
echo those words— "proudly for that which makes us human...choice!
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mfEsnmtly Fo& z %0
f-/ofE HbSS CommitteE

MY NAME IS ILEEN SELF. I AM THE PRESIDENT -"T COALITION OF
ALASKANS FOR CHOICE, ANCHORAGE CHAPTER. ON BEHA~_ JF THE COALITION
FOR CHOICE, WE SUPPORT HB 268 IN ITS ENTIRETY AND URGE YOU TO PASS
IT OUT OF YOUR COMMITTEE TODAY,

SINCE THE WEBSTER DECISION, WE CAN NO LONGER COUNT -N THE SUPREME
COURT TO PROTECT OUR RIGHT TO CHOOSE. THE ABILITY TC. KEEP ABORTION
SAFE AND LEGAL IS NOW IN THE HANDS OF STATE LEGISLATURES,
AMERICANS DO NOT WANT TO WAIT UNTIL WOMEN ARE DYING AGAIN. WE MUST
ACT DECISIVELY NOW TO PROTECT OUR PRIVACY IN REPRODUCTIVE CHOICES.

THE ABORTION DEBATE IS NOT ABOUT BABIES. UNWANTED, NEGLECTED
BABIES ARE BORN EVERY DAY ONTO THIS OVERPOPULATED PLANET WT"fV
LITTLE HOPE OF CARE OR A DECENT LIFE. THIS IS AN ISSUE OF S~ 1i
DETERMINATION FOR WOMEN. AS WOMEN, WE ARE UNIQUELY BORN WITH In-
ABILITY TQ BEAR CHILDREN. PREGNANCY, CHILDBIRTH AND CHILDREARING
IMPACT A WOMAN®"S LIFE IN THE MOST PROFOUND WAY POSSIBLE. EACH
WOMAN MUST DECIDE WHEN OR WHETHER AT ALL SHE WANTS TO BRING THIS
PROFOUND CHANGE INTO HER LIFE. TO DENY A WOMAN CONTROL OF THIS
PROCESS IS MISOGYNY OF THE WORST KIND. OUR SELF DETERMINATION AS
WOMEN DEPENDS UPON OUR RIGHT TO CONTROL OUR REPRODUCTIVE LIVES.
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I have some thoughts to share concerning the abortion 1issue,
I as a woman, find it incredulous that the main involvement of
women 1is - women counseling women to kill women - abliet
little women. Women should and do have the right to choose
their reproductive behavior, but once a woman enters 1into and \
becomes part of an act which produces another human, she 1is
involved with another human, so her rights become qualified by
the other human®s rights. When the action of those two humans
(normally this act is called sexual intercourse) produces an
embryo, we now have three humans 1involved.

Another constitutional right all U.S. citzens have is the
freedom to do as we please until that freedom impinges on
another person®s freedom. QOur constitution states that all
humans have a right to Life. Back to that third person
involved - the young one - the fetus. That fetus has the same
right to Life as her mother had at her conception. Remember -
around one half of all human conceptions are females.

To enter into aborting baby girls puts women in the position
of being the greatest aggressors against their fellow women.

Again it is incredulous that women have entered into a
mentality that yells loudly for the right of women to counsel
and carry out the act of women killing their younger counter

parts - women - the young ones.

Sincerely,

537 Tower Road
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CATHOLICS
FREE CHOICE

April 25, 1991

Statement in support of House bill 268, Alaska State Legislature by Mary Jean
Callins, Deputy Director, Catholics For A Free Choice

Catholics For A Free Choice Is a national educational organization that supports
the right to legal reproductive health care, especially to family planning and
abortion. CFFC also works to reduce the incidence of abortion and to increase
women's choices in childbearing and child-rearing.

We support House bill 268 because it assures women In Alaska the right to make
their own moral decisions about their reproductive health care. This bill reserves to
the woman, not the state, the right to exercise her individual conscience and
follow her own religious convictions.

We are a country of diverse religious views, and on the subject of abortion, there
iS no consensus among religious bodies about the morality of abortion. This bill
insures that the theological views of all religious bodies are respected because no
particular view of morality is enshrined in law.

A majority of Catholics in the United States oppose the goal of the Catholic
hierarchy to make abortion illegal in nearly all instances. It is important that
policy makers hear the voices of other Catholics.

We commend the inclusion in this legislation of funding of abortion services for
women who depend on state funds for their health care. Without that provision,
a two tier health care system is created: poor women are denied access to care
and alternatives that are available to women with private health care plans.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our views.

1436 U Street, N.W.. Suite 301 ,Washington. D.C. 20009-3916,(202)638-1706 /fax (202)332*7995

Fiances Kissling Board of Directors
President ,
Angela Bonavoglia Daniel Maguire
Stephen Collin* Sylvia Marcos Joseph O'Rourke
Eatriciildjee‘nnessey Mary Gordon Glles Miihaven Rosemary Radford Ruether
r Mary Hunt Eileen Moran Lon Valencia-Greene
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Thank you for tha opportunity to provide you with this written
testimony on HB 268.

X would like to address some of the specific issues raised 1In
HB 268.

Section 18.16.030(a)(1): I object to the word
‘continue’ j

Section 18.16.030(a)(2): I object to the vagueness of the
term: "to preserve the woman®"s . . . health.”™ Who 1is to

determine when her ™"health 1s affected to the point an
abortion iIs necessary?

Section 18.16.030(b): I object to the concept that the
state should not "interfere” with an abortion, but rather
should be doing all that is within i1ts power to protect
that life.

Section 18.16.030(c)(1): This section limits the rights
of free speech and freedom to assemble--1 vehemently
object to this provision.

Section 18.16.030(c)(2): This provision, though
obviously intended to replace AS 08.64,105, falls
dangerously short of the purpose of that ..catute. |
think you are opening the way for non-medically safe
abortions to be done with both women and their preborn
children.

section 18.16.030(c)(3): I disagree that pregnancy
begins at iImplantation iIn the uteruB-— It begins at
conception. Why, if 1t must be implanted in the uterus
do they call one that has Implanted in the fallopian tube
a ""tubal pregnancy™ 1? Life begins when the egg and sperm
unit and the cells begin their division proaeas. All
medical science knows this fact.

Section 18.16.030(c)(4): "Viability” 1is a vague and
arbitrary term really only necessary to those who believe
that i1s when life really begins!

Section 18.16,040(1): I believe the life of the preborn
child must also be protected, not just the life of the
mother.

section 18.16.040(2): The state must be concerned with
the interests of All,, and because both the mother and
child should have equal rights, the state must err on the
side of the one who has the most at stake-— clearly the
child, because an abortion always results iIn death.

Section 18.16.040(3): Yes, regulations should be
consistent with established medical practice, but this

cZof:
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should remain under the state Medical Board.

Section 18.16.040(4): Health and Social Services should
not be iIn the business of promoting abortions but should
be neutral iIn their approach. They should be affording
women all possible options available.

AS 09.65.100(a): Removing "Except as Prohibited Under
AS 18.16.010(a)(3)" 1is only a technicality to allow
abortions to be allowed on minors under the age of 18
years of age to have abortions without parental consent.
I believe the we must maintain that parental notification
provision iIn our statutes.

Finally, with regard to 8eo* 5. AS 47.07(a) and (b), and flea*
C. AS 47.24.197, lobject to any state monies beingUBed to perform
abortions, it is one thing to allow them to bedonebut i1t 1is
another to have them paid for out of public monies whan so many
people are so drastically opposed to abortions being performed at

all.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my views on this
extremely important issue. | am asking you to please not pass this
legislation out of the Health, Education and Social Services

Committee today.



To Whom It May Concern:

Regarding HB 268

I am opposed to HB 268. It discriminates against unborn Alaskans
and strips them of their civil rights including the right to live.
They deserve equal protection under the law regardless of their
state or class.

Their state 1is unborn; their class is helpless.

Please stop this bill.

Ted Deats

-
/g%x 87
Juneau, Alaska 99802

Qu/"vC*



| am opposed to House B ill 268 - strongly opposed.

I object to the way this bill sets abortion on the drug store

shelves right alongside contraceptives. Abortion and
contraception exist at totally opposite poles. Contraceptives
are used to prevent a pregnancy - abortion is used for just

one purpose: to terminate a pregnancy.

The question of viability outside the womb is mute - there are
thousands of people living and working in the world today, who
could not or cannot survive without some degree of artificial
aid. I challenge you to tell them that their lives are not
"viable® and/or that they have no say in whether they live or
not.

I also don"t believe that doctors or the medical profession
have the right nor do they need the extra burden and/or
responsibility of making the vrecommendation on viability.
This bill also removes the right of any member of the medical

profession to object to participating in an abortion. It is
my understanding that the doctor®s creed requires him or her
to preserve life - not to terminate 1it.

The payment of abortions through Medicaid 1is a gross
mismanagement of money 1intended for health care: what a
negative way of using tax monies. It would seem much more

intelligent to channel the monies into programs (or create
programs) which promote a better life for the mother and
encourage her to keep her child.

In this era of conservation, recycling, etc., why 1is it that
our own off-spring are the only resource we are willing and
eager to destroy.

Please - | ask you not to support House Bill 268. Thank you,

Emma Marie Deats, Box 87, Juneau, Alaska 99802
Phone: 463-3262
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY CONCERNING SB 249 and HB 288
"Woman % Right To Choose Abortion"
My name 1is Frances Hallgren. I am a resident of Sitka, Alaska; a

homemaker, mother and businesswoman. My address 1is Box 1203 Sitka, AK
99835; my phone number is 747-6909.

I would speak 1in opposition to SB249 and HB268. I noticed in
reading these bills that the current parental notice law would be
entirely repealed. As a mother of two youngsters, 1 am particularly
upset at this. I am sure you have already heard many of the
arguments, however, | will relay my concerns to you. As it is,

parents must sign numerouspapers each and every time one of our
children might need an aspirin (or sucret or whatever minor pain
medication might be warranted). How can we 1let minor children get an
abortion without any parental notice whatsoever.

I would also speak to the fact that children are by definition
Immature and of need of special protection and instruction. To give
an immature child complete personal freedom to terminate a life
without even notifying the parents makes a mockery of the true women
rights which have been so painfully gained over the years, I presume
that any 14-year old who demands an abortion behind her parent®s back
would also be qualified under these bills for 100* funding regardless
of her parents assets. la this good public policy? Does it make
fiscal sense? Does it make for responsible citizens?

As 1 read these bills 1 find them harsh and extreme. I resBnt
having any of my tax dollars used in this manner. And 1| will
certainly refuse my personal monies or energies to support any
legislator who would vote to passeither cf thesebills.

Another matter, too, 1le thatHouse Bill 268 seems to be going only to
HESS and Finance. Should this not (according to the rules) also be
going to «« t.hia 11 4*9
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Dear Legislator,

Subjects House Bill No. 2SB or any other proposed
compromising legislation aimed at revising tough
abortion regulations such as SB 249 or 170 or 174.

Koponen, Boyer, Ellis, Finkelstein, Lincoln, C. Davis, Carney,
Donley, Moyer, Navaar, Ulmer, Sruening, E-fromn, Sturgel ewski,
Fahrenkamp, Rodey, Adams, co-sponsor Liberalisation of
Alaska™s Restrictions on Abortion.

I strongly appose their opposition. I not only will never
vote for any of these people again because of their stand, but
I will strongly campaign against them.

This bill would be:

Forcing Doctors to do abortions which violates their
hypocratic oathes. (Making my doctor a murderer!)

Overstepping my right as a parent to guide, nurture, and
protect my minor children from questionable sex education and
uninformed consent to abortions without parental notification.

Permitting abortion peddlers to do an abortion to minors
anywhere, anytime, by anyone with no safety st ndairds.

Using my tax dollars to fund abortions, thus, bringing me
in as an accomplice to murder - which I refuse to do.
(Medicaide is already sending anyone over 24 weeks along to
lower 48 for abortions).

Taking the preferences of a few and forcing them on the
masses, to be funded by the masses.



P planned parenthood of alaska®

April 24, 1991

epresentative Georgeanna Lincoln
laska State House 0f Representatives
. 0. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Q.
wn
=

Dear Representative Lincoln,

Planned Parenthood of Alaska wholeheartedly endorses CSHB 268, the
Reproductive Privacy Act. The Planned Parenthood Federation of
America, of which we are a member affiljate, has taken a strong
?osmon of advocacy to ensure that abortion remains a legal optiof
or those women who may choose it, This fundamental right that
American women have counted upon since the passage of Roé v. Wade
in 1973, has been eroded since the Wehster decision allowed states
to enact legislation regarding abortion.. We believe that the
choice of abortion as a medical procedure is a profoundly personal
decision.  Reproductive health care should not he a ‘matter of
governmental policy, no more than any other form of medical care.

Planned Parenthood of Alaska supports the Reproductive Privacy Act
and will actively work to ensure its passage.. . We commend you for
Initiating this effort to ensure the availability of reproductive
care. to all ‘Alaskan women, including poor women who rely on
medicaid to finance their medical care.

Sincerely,

Donna E. Hurdle, MW
Executive Director

1008 West Northern Lights Blvd. = Anchorage, Alaska 99503 « (907) 561-8970

A United Way Agency
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My name.is Laury Roberts Scan ling. |.am A% fu!(ltrme stude tand
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legjislature
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To Whom It May Concern:

Regarding HB 268

I am opposed to HB 268. It discriminates against unborn Alaskans
and strips them of their civil rights including the right to live.
They deserve equal protection under the law regardless of their
state or class.

Their state 1is unborn; their class 1s helpless.

Please stop this Dbill.

Ted

Box
Juneau, Alaska 99802 H i

M
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HC 60 Box 306T

Copper Center, AK 99573

April 24, 1991

Representatives Pat Carney & Georgianna Lincoln
Co-Chairmen . _ _ _
Health, Education & Social Services Committee
Alaska House of Representatives

P.0. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Re: House Bill 268
For the Record

Dear Representatives Carney & Lincoln:

| have read HB 268, relating to abortion and birth control
rights, and | thank you for co-sponsoring it.

This is not simply a "women's rights" bill. The father's future
Is often at stake, too. If the mother is denied an abortion,
the father may have to drop out of hl?h school or college and
go to work to support her and the child.

There is_a high social cost as well: Parents who are less-
well-equipped™to provide for themselves and their families; =
children who are unwanted: more tax money being spent for Medicaid,
Aid to Families with Dependent Children, " Head Start and other
programs that assist the disadvantaged.

Finally, there is the "big picture". Alaska, though it has

a relatively small gopula ion, is part of an overpopulated

world. Each child born, an especially every American ¢hild
born, will consume resources and add to the  problems of pollution.
Therefore, let us help to ensure that every child born is a
\_/vtanted child. House Bill 268 can help to do that; | encourage
Its passage.

S
t
0

nd

Sincerely,

Ruth McHenrv



TO: The Hon. Georgiana Lincoln and Pat Carney, Co-Chairs of
the House Committee on Health and Social Services

FROM: Alma Seward, Executive Board Member, ASEA/AFSCME Local 52
DATE: April 25, 1991
SUBJECT: House Bill 268, Reproductive Rights

| would Ilike to begin by thankin
Chairpersons and members for this op
on House Bill 268, dealing with repr

the House HESS Committee
rtunity to provide testimony

fortur
oductivé rights.

This is an_important pill to the Alaska State Employees Association
because, in our opinion, it speaks to one of ‘the most basic
freedoms guaranteed under the U.S. Bill of Rights, th? Freedom of

Choice.

ASEA Is a strong .suPp,orter of individual liberty and privacy and
ogposes governmental intrusion that invades personal privacy and
ysical “integrity. Under the American form of democracy, Wwhich
guarantees freedom of religion, we believe each person "has the
right to follow the dictates of his or her conscience, and to act
in~accordance with his or her own religious beliefs.

ASEA is and will continue to pbe a staunch advocate of equality for
women. Furthermore, we believe that, true equal|t¥ cannot be
achieved if women do not have the right to make the ultimate
decision in all matters affecting their physical health.

The rights of women upheld in the Supreme Court in Roe vs. Wade
have been endangered by other court cases and by state legislative
initiatives. We believe that House Bill 268, ‘introduced by Rep.
N.iilo Koponen, seeks to legislatively establish and protect’ those
rights, most prominently Freedom of Choice, for all Alaska women.

Under this bill, those who support or oppose abortion are free to
choose,. according to the dictates of their individual consciences.
For this and the reasons stated above, we strongly urge this
committee and the members of the Alaska Legislature to “approve
House Bill 268. To do so, we believe, would ‘merely reaffirm the
_Leéuslature's commitment fo our nation's Bill of Rights and to the
individual's Freedom of Choice.

ASEA's House HESS Committee Testimony



On H.B. 268, page two

In closing, 1 would like to add that ASEA"s testimony today also
reflects the views of our international union, the 1.2 million
member American Federation of State, County and Municipal
Employees, as reflected in a resolution adopted at AFSCME®"s June
1990 annual convention. Further, it is our hope that the committee
will opt to make this testimony part of its permanent record on

House Bill 268. Thank you.

(end testimony)

ALASKA STATE
EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION
AFSCME Local 22, AFL-CIO

BILL KELDER
Political Action Coordinator

Court Pla:a Building (907) 463-4949
240 Main Street, Suite 702 FAX (9071463-4950
Juneau, Alaska 99801 TOLL FREE 1-800-478-0049
°0>- HOTLINE 463-4977
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY CONCERNING SB 249 and HB 268
"Woman's Right To Choose Abortion"

an%e i Peter S Hallﬂren | am a re5|dent of Sitka, Alaska} a
m|ember of City and Boroug un|C|%a Assembly; and an attorne
My address is Box 1203 Sitka, AK }my phone number is 747-6909.

| would speak in op[oosmon to SB249 and HB268. The question of
abortion has unfortunatey become h ﬁhly politicized in Alaska. The
League of Women Voters made it a Muficipal Election issue in Sitka'b
ber local election and | was forced to state my feelings on the
e

Miuge Sinte 1°believe {ha
| lev
bef r abilit | b

? of tvhle c||\|/|yl rights
t many people choose to believe that a
ights, and therefore only choose to look a

pregnant woman,

It bothers me gonmderably to think that |n thls dag and aﬂe
Person can be rob of their Civil rights mere}/ becaus you c 00se
o label them sub- human or non-persona, much in the same way that
blacks were considered a century ago. In our enlightened a?e of
increasing awareness of personal worth, it seems part|culary
ingenuous” to apandon the moral high road and adopt a statutory policy
of " discrimination against a defenseless segment of our society.

Certainly pregnant women have the same civil rights as the child
that they are carrying, and | have great compassion for a woman with
an unwanted pre%nancy, as much compassion as | have for their child.
Since their rights are equal, the only way to fettle the |s%ue |?] to
balance their tompeting mterests and Potentla harm to eac e

aQ o =°

potential harm to the mother varies all the way from Potentlal death
down to simple inconvenience. The potential harm to the child is
always certain death,

By enacting a statute that gives the power of decidipg the
uest|oyn 0 whogse [ ﬁts are_morg |mportanit) directly to thg mother,
9ou would be mandat] gi self-interest of the most blatant sort as the
sole judge of the child's rights,

.. Blacks, Natives, women and_others have advanced the struggle for
civil H%hts over many years, . To now.roll back the tide of civil
r|g|hts t rou%h such medn-spirited legislation is not worthy of an
enlightened Society,

Peter S. Hallgren; April 24, 1991
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature
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| Alaska State Legislature
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committee name
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Juneau Coal itier: -for Pro-Choice
P.O. Box 021325
Juneau, Alaska ~7?73Q2

House Committee on Heal th\, Education and Social Services
State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska

Dear House H.E.S.S. Members,

On benaif of the over 350 members of the Juneau Coalition for
Pro-Choice, we urge you to support H.B. 268. The rignt of
access to choice of birth control and to legal abortion must be
maintained for all Alaskan women, regardless of their economic
status. The Llife of a woman 1is inexorably connected to the
type of birth control available to her, and to legal abortion.
This right cannot be denied to any woman.

By voting to support this bill, you are making a strong
commitment to equality among women in Alaska. We believe that
two standards of choice and medical care based on 1income are
not acceptable to the people of Alaska. We strongly agree with
the bill"s purpose to prevent governmental interference with
both the right of all 1i1ndividuals to use birth control and the
right to choose childbirth or to obtain a safe and legal

abort ion .

Thank you for allowing us to testify iIn this matter.

3incerely,

"1
Robert Mitchell

Stephani e Lor is
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to thaHealth, Education & Social Services, F.
committee name.

committee on - B. 218 , dated 11/25/81
bill/subject
| am in favor of the medical assistance program ‘covering alternate health care
as well or in lieu of or included in (_93 clinic services OR ELSEWHERE. (I.be-
lieve Medicade or Medicare should provide services to eI|(I;|bIe recipients
whether they choose to qo.to a-medical doctor (MDP or allernate health care
provider suth as NATUROPATH OR HOME OPA_TH.?' Until such time as the federal
government Is convinced that the recipient has the right to choose whole
E\irson (holistic non-toxic, heaith care s | gow can e% 1S SFlf,
askans should Fead the way in this area. iends who get 111 should
be able to use their own choice, of healer and save the tax payer some cash
along the way. At this time those on public assistance with Medicare or Medicade
have not this option.
This is a real need.
Thank you.
Testifier * 0
myself, as 30year Alaskan, Educator, Mother of seven, bheliever in
Representing (Optional) alTEKIUTI'liealth care.
sok Monroe St. .Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Address
4-52-6929

Phene No.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Health, Education & Social Services, F
committee name..

_ o Infanticide
committee on H. B. 268 Limitless % 4/25/91 o,
bill/subject _
| concur with the logical, well tho u?ht out and researched testimopny agams%
Ho B. 268. It is a Very poor attempl on.the R t of society to take cdre 0
Problems at the result end instead of approac solutions” ct the cattse of
he Problems. We were all taught that wo wron do 't make a H%ht. We were
all taught that the end does not justify the me ans We were, all au%{ht that
our natron was founded on the r|I hts of LIFE, LI ERTY AND Tl-hE PURSUIT .OF HAP-
Enness Qur natron 1s singu arg/ (in history) fmonmg the "RIGHTS" of
he wrongdoers and neglecting the victims bn every ront-.~ We must suspend
con5|derat|on of aII aspects of the legality of murderm? unborn babie We
must, then get on the business of contemplatin S _WRONG WITH OUR
SOCIETY CONSIDER THE REAL CAUSES OF ITS ILL HEALTH AND GET TO THE TASK OF
REKNITTING THE MORAL FIBERS WHICH ARE BEING STRAINED AND BROKEN WHICH ONCE
PERMEATED OUR CULTURE.

We need to shore up what is left of our moral undergirdings and make our
I|ves secure befor \du ng and in the latter stages of oUr human lives, on

earth. X

This bill in addition to all the wonderful testimony this morning, would
mhelp in the rapid, decline  of our’ lives as-we.now know them.

Freedom without self dISCIEHne ‘or|V|Iege without responsibility, |nstant
?rat|f|cat|on without self*discipline, responsibility or contemplation..
hese are symptoms of ills in our society.

Let's see how we differ in the year 1991 from 1900to 1990! Let's reverse
the trend, least iIn Alaska and begln puttm% our very culture bhack on
ack The fam|ly has always been the“basic unity_ of society. Ponder cor-
ection of the cause of the ills and stop bandaiding the symptoms.

—enough men, GOOD
MINE Lets

ey In

LlllEV)é A T OUT what
rOV|d|ng care & necessity

I IS,

For the forces of evil to rule the wo all it- takes
MEN, to do nothing. | think a GR SROOTS MOVEMENT S E
define sensorship™to enhance,that which we are ex osm%
medla art, education,- our hmes k nowing that we ARE, BE
we' see and hear. Our youth NEED OUR GOOD EXAMPLE. KILL

p

CRISES,, £gEGNANCY OUTPOSTS EXIST IN FOUR ALASKAN CITIES

Testifier
Self, husband, 7 children, Possibly I1Q00s of unborn babies and child-
Representing (Optional) less couples throughout Alaska & USA

50L Monroe St. Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Address

(9074.A96-L87&- L92.-699
Phone No.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the . .
committee name

committee on T __ Cated
_ r ., .
R & >*q- **- vy W A
\] /\ |
Aoty o A
SITU -0 f) [
cLc/x™r?.
cJAU / _NEr A
¢cT™ fro
= Slgnod: .
T estifier T VvIATTT
RoesddToy —adewC.g
Address
Phone No.

o/s8 Lasieketye IranationCifica JMNP &
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the - ,
committee name

committee on . 2.6 R- dated [E?IELNT 2-1T. /9 214
“ (sub]eet *m
A , . _ Sydoo A~
62-cnrnoye o (t-$~ZCF-E10 v « CsL
v D CLjs* 22 J* N cron -
205 =* . (p-zi*t *o0(a
CLEZS " JZ*s)&- CAA4~& Lr*- a£&9%~. )L
IJ uajAAc. a”»u > - < = * »
A N & sy*vVyH ycd 6ul . «&&
yrt trj e~ Pytu”
Testifier
UKK& . _[yL((dry -
Representing (Op{onzﬁ) / m
/14N -
_A r
e No.
988 Leydthe Irfomvtion Clice

3L o P A
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Alaska State Legjislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the .
committee name

committee 0 N e jated tif /
bill'subject V'

b id , o (yLMILe.tILA
1%y MAO JULNbfezi - £/
wi<. USTTSK,  QJLuo tIL-
»/ & .Y f&*«. JLM Njoo PJU*M psiPLIt
6«
Signed:
IO — rasifir 207
Representing (Optional)
IAddreSVSf /es-Ttf R ct< a . /f/c ! ~
7v7 =S'tfE3
Phone No.
986 Legdative Irfomvation Cfice

[*E]
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the §
committee name
commtteeon  t & ~ k.£  dated c35~-%f
hill/subject
A uJafi
Z0 kJ* £ U £ X & c¢cJr / * c
0 f N\ N\
ChilA LI u)o->nf£' N &AgLLCH#
ctXxCAr o/ JL
UsnaJUA. J A
5 sC ~orh, *C«<=r*JL e*n"
styyis & vIA +s ] CTAKA £ & ~Cs
JO-W TW &E, M*&U-~&CE, &J& U C411" X

td/uA ™ sr”AoM Mdulc& s)
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

i3 1d E dflC '"u ynbe* U&rj De-
Address

T ¥ 7 -3 7 d V

Phone No.
oy legidative irfomation (fica




Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the - 2 Kk s
committee name
committee on N odlated ifd B /$ /
hill/subject
Signed:

Wi W

Phone No.
986 Leydative Irfomation Clice
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My name is Vera Zahorske and. I'm a registered nurse and am
representing Nurses For Life; a pro-Ilife action/ support group
made up of health, care workers in Sitka, Ak.

I'm presently employed at Sitka Community Hospital where
| have made my feelings on abortion, known to the administrator,
the hospital board, and the D.O.N, | believe that abortion is
the taking of a life, and it is ggainst my moral and religious
beliefs, and therefore I will not participate in any way in the
procedure of aitortlon. The Alaska Statute section. 1816010-4b,
"Nothing in this section requires a hospital or person, to participate
in an abortion, nor is a hospital or person liable for refusing,
to participate in an abortion under this;section." This protected

my rights as a citizen, enabling me to not participate in an act
which is against my heliefs.

With the changes proposed in House Bill # 268, this right would
be taken away (repealed) and there would be no protection for my
choice.  The other changes in this bill would also repeal sections
addressing who can do abortions; where they can be done; parental
consent issues; residential issues. Th&se all will effect the
safety factor in abortions.

Myself and the health care workers | represent; would like to

see all elective abortions outlawed; But since this is not the issue
before us at the present time; at least let us preserve our right

to refuse participation in an act which we consider to be the/ taking,
of a [ife and against our beliefs.

Please do not pass house bill » 268.

Thank you for your time



RPL 25 '91 09=35 SITKR LEG. INFO. P.6/11

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the  1moi*m-~.
committee name

commtteeon f/s  ensf , ,dated
hill/subject B

o, i1 fa x LudkvMtlp ~  *2
[ L * fa & a

n fa zfa A untkard-'

t& i/A & d, V hila b & tolfaA R/ & St M pibiu. 2 3 w g~
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tUdSXJU MU Z dJjlP & <h& a/M >
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cf) H/A) Q - becritfrr] ? fa A dD fa fade p ~i (fn

fe & d fiL drvV P<& ~ C L bddt$ & # >

J dm fmi6 36 7

Signed: fa/i*~<( isO-nwX
Testifier

a pare./ d

Representing (Optional)
43/ /IPr-fal/ia tir& Milka Mk 99"?is
Address

Qt>~> ‘ 7</7' 5C75/ L
Phone No.

6 Leflftative Infomvation Cffie

/o f /



Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Leqgislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the HE S S
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Alaska State Leqgislature
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature
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Testimony of: Kirk M. Thomas
STG Box 1312
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901
(907) 225-3665
Given on: April 25, 1991 during a hearing at the. Iegiislative
affairs office in Ketchikan Alaska regarding House Bill # 268.
Good Marping, My name ia Kirk Thomas. | am a resident of
Ketchikan and have owned and operated businesses here for the Past
ears. | am also the President of the Ketchikan District of

8

f'Thg Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints" with 761 members
in Ketchikan, Petersburg, Wrangell, Metlakatla, and Prince of Wales
Island. It is in this "capacity that | address you this morning.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints considers
abortion to be one of the most revolting and sinful practices of
this day and any member of the church who submits to, iB a party
to, or performs “an abortion is subject to church discipline except
in cases where the preqnancy resulted from rape or incest or the
life of the mother would be severely threatened if the pregnancy
were to continue.

_The church js a recognized leader in the world in promoting
family life and free agencCy. It also teaches us as members to be
actively involved in our communijties and to 3ee that good men and
women are elected and supported in public office.

~ | .am here to express our opposition to House Bill No. 268.
This bill as written professes to provide for a woman’s right to
choose abortion without governmental interference. If there is to
be no governmental interference, . there should also he ng
governmental promotion of, or participation in the performance of
an abortion. = HB No, 268 clearly brings the government into a
participatory role where it has no business being.

State funding of "on demand" abortions is an unacceptable cure
to a serjous social ill in our society, Fupds being misdirected hy
our legislators for this purP_ose will onlY serve” to deprive thé
vast majority of the population of quality education and pther
basic servicés which are legitimately provided by the government.

_ Because of the far reaching legal -implications of this bill
(evidenced by. current problems in> other states) we stronRI_y
encourage the involvement of the Judiciary Committee prior to this
bill being debated in the State House.

We recognize the complexities involved in the issue of
abortion but want the record to show that our membership .will be
_stronagly encouraged NOT to support any public official who
introdutCes, co-sponsors, or supports an_y_le?_lslatmn that will
involye state funding or other partlc(l)pamn in this most
.vbominable practice. THANK YOU



AR 25 '91 09=53 LEG. AFFAIRS - KETCHIKAN

Alaska State Legjislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the _
committee name

committee on , o
hill/subject
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Alaska State Legislaturﬁ.
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Alaska State Legislature
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April 25,1991

RE: H.B. 268
Dear Legislators:

As co-chairperson of Coalition of Alaskans for
Choice/Ketchikan, I am submitting testimony that a large
S of concegrned citizens.in K tch kan aws
of Ataska régarding  réprodtictive choice" Must°be safegddtded,
H.B. 268 would serve such purpose.

The current administration has overtly announced its
non-support of the right to obtain a legal abortion;
further, it intends to intefere with this right by severely
limiting tho ability of woman, especially thoet who are
without financial means, from obtaining a legal abortion.
Historically the State of Alaska has provided payment
for medical services including therapeutic/elective abor—
tions for persons eligible for such assistance.

The Coalition in Ketchikan,which consists of over
200 current members, will support and work to ensure that
reproductive choice suffers no further erosion of righ.ts
under Alaskan law. The Coalition strongly urges your
continued support for H.B. 268. Thank you for your time
and efforts to listen to the concerns of our citizens
throughout the State.

Respectfully,

Carmen Nantez

Co-chairperson

Coalition of Alaskans for Choice/Ketchikan
P.0. Box 9021

Ketchikan, AK 99901
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the Iy M4
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the House h.e.s.s, Committee
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committes nn . HB26S- Privacy,  4-25-91
bill/subject
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ttaus*. //-SLF
committee name

committee on  I~f8§ A fa A , dated /
bill/subject

This bill is objectionable not only for the specifics of 1its
language but also for 1its intent and the pro-abortion mentality 1is
based. By repealing AS 18.60.010, hospitals and individuals who oppose
abortion on demand on moral grounds and feel they cannot participate 1in
or provide assistance to the abortionist would lose all protection from
liability, As the law stands now, no hospital or individual has to help
the abortions kill babies nor can be held liable for refusing to violate
the most deep felt sincere convictions. Why do you want to force people
and hospitals to chose between the threat of litigation or possible loss
of employment and participation in. what, to them, 1is a murder? Why do
you want to force pro-life hospitals, nurse, and doctors to join in such
horrible deeds?

It is especially appalling that you want to keep parents 1in the
dark when it comes to their minor daughter facing dangerous surgery that
could leave her sterilized, paralyzed or dead. I1"d like to cite the
case of 13 year old Dawn Rav"enell who died as a result of an abortion at
the Eastern®s Women Center in Manhattan in 1985, She was 21 weeks
pregnant when her baby was aborted and her parents never even knew she
was pregnant until tha hospital called to say she was 1in a coma. The
parents have since received a $1 millon plus judgement for negligent
death from the abortion mill, Your bill would allow such things to
occur here. Our children can®t go on a field trip to the fire station
or even get an aspirin without notification of the parents yet you want
to keep parents in the dark when the 1life of their daughter and
grandchild 1is on the line. How can you be for such nonsense? You
should amend the parental permission bill to make it acceptable to the
federal constitution as the state of Minnesota has done. When their law
was in effect, there was a 37% decrease in teen pregnancy from 1981-

1986*
Signed:
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As long as /. have mentioned the danger of so-called safe and legal
abortions, I1"d like to speak on the case of Susanne Logan who 1is
currently almost completely paralyzed as a result of a "safe" abortion
at the Hillview Women®"s Medical Surgical Center in Maryland, The CBS 60
Minutes program aired an investigation of the place just last week and
it was truly appalling, Perhaps the worse aspect was that this clinic
is still in operation because Maryland has recently adopted the same
sort of legislation as this bill purposes. They have no effective laws
on the conduct of abortion clinics. The requirement of this bill that
the_ Dept, of HHS adopt no regulation that increases the cost or
availability of abortion means that not even the most reasonable or
achievable regulation 1is possible, Ms Logan was paralyzed because no
antidote for her anesthesia was in the clinic and the resuscitation
equipment was broken. Simple requirements such as this should be 1in
practice but could not be under HB286 since that would 1increase cost.
Rather make abortion safer, this bill makes it more dangerous.

On a broader view of this issue, 1°d like for you to think back to
about 140 or 150 years ago when a practice as evil as abortion was in
our land, the enslavement of black African-americans. The logic of the

slaveowner and the abortionist is amazingly parallel, slave owners
claimed & right to private property just like the abortion supporters
claim a right of private choice, the unborn and black people have both

been referred to as something less than fully human under the law, under
the Fugitive Slave Act each person and political entity, no matter if
they where anti- or pro-slavery were required not to interfere with the
slave owners rights but actually had to cooperate with authorities 1in

the return of escaped slaves. This bill 1is the reincarnation of the
Fugitive Slave Act because like slavery abortion is based on a racist
view of a certain portion of our population. You can not embrace the

language or intent of this bill without embracing a racist view of the
unborn child.

On listening to the tele-conference of this bill, I noticed one
thing its supporters have in common. They have all had the chance to be
born. Choice on any issue only has value if the one most affected has

the opportunity to choose.
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aRchO1ocese of anchoRage

225 Cor&ova + anchORAive, Alaska 99501
907/258-7898 « fa\: 907/279-3885

Office of the Archbishop

April 25, 1991

Representative Lincoln

The two disconnects at Anchorage made it impossible for me to wait longer
to testify during today's teleconference on House Bill 268.

I submit my written testimony and will send a more lengthy critique of the
bill later.

This is not a bill that should be rushed through the legislature.

q-Francis T. JWrley /
Archbishop of Ancho/'age
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, Testimony . . .
House Committee on H%Ith guc% dn and Social Services
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Bishop Kaniecki joins me in opposing this bill.



APR 25 '91 11:58 TO:4652652 FROM:ARCHDIOCESE ANC. T-171 P.04

- 2 -

| know man ou legislators and respect you as responsible
representane f tHey%eopF%% I\qcou have shovrrrrp this %n nﬁrn |ss|?res ﬁrwhreh
S

am personally nvolve Istaken in acterizatign 0
th \ l? W jﬁ ogize. Per I shoulg] express m@/eﬁ ahrs Way. this
bi some Iegr ators have really blown it

formulYgtr ireal é E rs (t)rjrlarct you aplproach this questio Jrom he sIa ce o¥

forn gcte i spe ts and acknow I ts 0
It Q/epect a rtronQ/

[
gﬁrtrlso brPI lilg |n%%blgsecdrcum?sotaiﬂgeesq§[| |veIOUSh {%eople
our genera puaron tha It will

itimate and conscientioys, concerns .o
ne er fost[e tlhe KI d 0 ebae and draI aqoue that oo g% IC
ong the, public argumen out a or |on ver
out n{,] matches an d monstrations tcan beotherwise an state
g ature 1t should be otherwise. {ry oeand ra er att
AIs e |slature can Set a %h tla] r formulating public tg)olrr:y on
g volatile issue. Thi er never serve as a springboard” for
such a hr h standard.

Thank you for your time.
With your permission | will submit a written critique at a later date.
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Date: April 25, 1991

To: Rep. Georgianna Lincoln
House HESS Chair

From: Marge Hays, President
League of Women Voters Alaska (LWVAK)

Re: Senate Bill 249

The League of Women Voters of Alaska met at the statewide
convention this past weekend, and in their d“’@CﬂCTBtOﬂ’ElIHd,

asked that | write immediately in support of S 249.

The League strongly feels that women are entitled to make their own
choices regarding abortion. Women in low income situations
should not be deprived of this option. In addition, Medicade should
not be with-held for those needing financial assistance in this
private matter.

We have a National LWV position which has been the basis for active
lobbying in the US. congress concerning this issue.

We stronglu uroe uou to suDDort this hill in its entirptn

Thank you.



.APL 25 "91 11:58 LIO - FAIRBANKS P. 179

TELECOPY COVER SHEET

Fairbanks Legislative Information Office
Office - (907) 452-4448 Fax + (907) 458-3346

to: fm z. Mess Cmze. fa>: phone.- -~ r- JIZE2
FROM: Ak*4 A< PHONE:
INSTRUCTIONS:— Jmjjjcud  {Im .

hh& SEE&L  'ICL Jg& 19/

Cliom >

RECEIVED: Date Time
SENT: Date V /MMy £ Time
DISPOSAL OF ORIGINAL: Discard Hold for Pickup
NUMBER OF PAGES: 9 (Not counting cover sheef)

SENT BY:



nrt. L dx XLTov #Oov  milvijni 1iw

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ﬂ_&L’\ A
committee name

committee cm . A /g , dated-
bill/subject

) N@-y“» 21 (2

FNNY°Z7233770E 0N

/ * s 7 _ ~ LIS - Cs /0 t-2z/ XV - sfS7 A N

L/ — AZJEAAT

jy *z< s> t”N szix >cye2/* -

JzlJh<2s>2& o g ANt-sfV 1& 0 -IK X <2EX & Vv

Vb stZts

PM A
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
m2EV ojs

Address f

Phone No.



16=06 LEG. AFFAIRS - KETCHIKAN

Alaska State Legislature
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'Ho-)se Itii

My position Is pro-choice. [Itls not for or against abortion. My personal feelings about abortion, about
whether Itls rigit or wrong, whether the procedure Is killirg a baby or removing foreign tissue has no
place In the discussion of what Is a very personal Individual decision about a procedure that Is now
legal and should remain so.

lam a ralist. Iknow that whether or not abortion Is legal, they will continue to take place. Those
women who can afford them will have them, legal or not. Those who cantafford them will have to
depend on the willingness of the system to provide them. Unfortunately there are those who will use
their hold on the purse strings to enforce treirwill on others. They know how powerful Is that cotrol,
and sadly, so do many otherwomen Inthis couttry.

Why must this be about power and ocomtrol? Why must women and the children they are forced to bear
suffer because of the willfulness of those In power? Wouldn™t ltbe better to use that power for health
and education of those who are here?

Right now we are hearing the complaints about the cost of the educational system, the health and
welfare system, even the highways and housing Inthisstate. 1don"t understand why, at the same time
those complaints are being volcad, women are being told they must bear the chilld they feel unable and
uwilling to bring Into this world.

Somehow that sounds to me like giving birth to a diild ks a sort of punishment for sexual activity
deemed Inappropriate by aome. A scarlet latter, an "lllggitimate’ child, You want to dance, honey,
you"re going to have to pay the piper.

Oh yes, we hear about the lack of children available for adoption. Are we saying these pregnant
women are baby factories? Can"twe understand that once they have carried the baby to term, they will
want to keep 2 [Itoften Isn"t lack of love or caring that bringswomen to the need of an abortion. It
may be lack of support from family, friends, spouse, Itmay be any combination of things bringing the
woman towhat Ise vary personal decision.

And that brings this statement right back to where Istarted, Abortion lksand must remain, a very
personal decision. Itmust be available to dllwomen In this state, regardless of their ability to pay. And
those of us not able to bear children, or not likely to, have no business Involving ourselves In other
people”s decisions.

Martha (Vartlo) Rozkydal
P.0. Box 400 MIT TA L M
Palmer, AK 89645 NO. OF

106-220, Claytime o
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| have carefully road this Bill and oan only wonder why any thinking
person would object to it. It provides for keeping peace in a family where
parental domination is severe toward daughters. It also provides for keeping
the government and its agents out of the private lives of all oouples.

This B ill provides for both medical and dental care in the spirit
of our new national governmental policy of being kinder and more gentle in
all we do.

| muot commend members of both the House and Senate for their
progressive stand in presenting theBo Bills. Support for passage of the Bills
can be measured by deduoting the vocal few who object from the total e»ligible
voters. ThiB message needs to be broadcast statewide so there will be plain

understanding of exactly what is stated in Bill 268»

Signed: Mrs. Lois M. Knapp
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Woendoraft HR 268 without th® [® aet ® qulro«ation.
To deny wowen any~right be«auso of their e«ono*i« plight
would be a blight upon the «ons»ien«e of Alaska.

Ernest E. Line Marls M. Line
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HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES
COMMITTEE HEARING ON mm
HB-268, THE REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT
THURSDAY, APRIL 25TH, 1991

B s

%ASIKA 99901
BESHBI%E REQUESTED BY NIILO KOPONEN PRIMARY SPONSOR

GOOD MORNING, MY NAME IS TERESA CREVIER. I'M A REGISTERED
VOTER IN DISTRICT ONE - KETCHIKAN AND I'M HERE TO SPEAK IN
OPPOSITION TO HB-260, THE REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT.

MY OPPOSITION TO ABORTION ON DEMAND COMES FROM MY OAN CRISIS
PREGNANCY EXPERIENCE, FROM WORKING IN A LOCAL CRISIS PREGNANCY

CENTER AS A LAY COUNSELER. AND THRU THAT SEEING FIRST HAND THE
dbvaotataiom adort|ON mas HA ON WOVEN AND MEN OF ALL AGES,

AND ALSO MY KNOWLEDGE OF THE ABORTION INDUSTRY ITSELF. THESE
THREE COMPONENTS FIRMLY CONVINCE ME THAT ABORTION COMPOUNDS
RATHER THAN SOLVES PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH A CRISIS
PREGNANCY.  THIS PRO-ABORTION LEGISLATION SEEKS TO MANDATE
STATE FUNDED ABORTION TO LOW-INCOME WOVEN FOR ANY REASON AND
ON "DEMAND". FURTHERMORE, IT MANDATES ABORTION AS AN
ALTERNATE METHOD OF BIRTH CONTROL WHILE TAKING AWAY THE
EXISTING RIGHT OF A HOSPITAL OR DOCTOR TO CONSCIENTIOUSLY
OBJECT TO PARTICIPATE IN AN ABORTION. IT ALSO ALLOWS STATE
AGENCIES TO PROVIDE ABORTIONS FOR MINORS WITHOUT PARENTAL
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Consent, this legislation places the state of alaska in great
FINANCIAL PERIL.

FINANCIAL RISK TO THE STATE COMES FROM FUNDING ABORTIONS TO
WOMEN, AND SPECIFICALLY ALLOWING MINORS TO HAVE A SERIOUS AND
DANGEROUS PROCEDURE AS ABORTION WITHOUT PARENTAL CONSENT.
ACCORDING TO A STUDY QUOTED FROM "ABORTED WOMEN, SILENT NO
MORE" DAVID REARDON, 1938:

%J/IQ/ISLFI CﬁBﬁ)g&lé\lG WOMEN HAVE PHYSICAL
6% HAVE HAD TOTAL HYSTERECTOMIES

8% REPORTED CERVICAL CANCER

6% HAD BLOCKED FALLOPIAN TUBES

9X HAD INFECTIONS

86X HAD CERVICAL INCOMPETENCE

16X HAD POST-OPERATIVE HEMORRHAGE
22% MISCARRIED A LATER WANTED CHILD

CARROL EVERTT. A PAST DIRECTOR OF 5 TEXAS ABORTION MILLS
ADMITTED ON AN NATIONAL RADIO SHOW THAT 1 OUT OF 500 WOMEN
HAVE SERIOUS PHYSICAL ABORTION-RELATED COMPLICATIONS.

ON SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST, 1991 THE TV NEWS SHOW 60 MINUTES

BEGAN TO EXPOSE THE ABORTION INDUSTRY. [T CENTERED ON THREE
WOMEN WHO OBTAINED ABORTIONS AT THE HILLVIEW ABORTION CLINIC
IN MARYLAND.  ONE WOMAN DIED. ONE WOMAN IS-PARALYZED FOR LIFE,
AND THE THIRD WOMAN WENT IN FOR AN ABORTION AND INSTEAD

RECIEVED A TOTAL HYSTERECTOMY. 60 MINUTES WENT ON TO INTER-
VIEW A FEMALE "PRO-CHOICE" MARYLAND LEGISLATOR. SHE WAS
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APPALLED AT THE LACK OF REGULATIONS REQUIRED FOR THE ABORTION
INDUSTRY.  SHE TRIED TO INTRODUCE SAFETY AND HEALTH REQUIRE-
MENT LEGISLATION FOR ABORTION MILLS AND WAS FOUGHT TOOTH AND
NAIL BY THE NATIONAL ABORTION RIGHTS LEAGUE, NATIONAL ORGAN-
IZATION OF WOMEN AND OTHER NATIONAL ABORTION RIGHTS ADOVATES.

THAT FEMALE "PRO-CHOICE" LEGISLATOR NOW BELIEVES BECAUSE OF
HER FINDINGS — AND THIS IS A DIRECT QUOTE “THAT NOW ALL
"PRO-CHOICE" ARGUMENTS ARE SUSPECT".

| STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT ALL SPONSORS OF HB-268 WITNESS A
1ST TRIMESTER DILATION AND CURETTAGE ABORTION, A 2ND TRIMESTER
DILATION AND EVACUTION ABORTION, A SALINE OR (SALT POISIONING)
ABORTION, A PROSTAGLANDIN ABORTION AND A 3RD TRIMESTER HYSTER-
OTOMEY ABORTION. | RECOMMEND THIS BECAUSE OF THE LIABILITY
YOU PLACE THE STATE IN WHEN A MINOR SEEKS A STATE FUNDED
ABORTION WITHOUT PARENTAL CONSENT. THIS LEGISLATION EXPLOITS
WOMEN, DISRUPTS PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND MANDATES THE STATE TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE KILLING OF INNOCENT CHILDREN. WITHDRAW
YOUR SUPPORT TO THIS OFFENSIVE BILL. THANK YOU.
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Alaska State Legislature
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1551 Farmers Loop
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
29 April. 1991

Hon. Ben Grussendorf _
Alaska State House of Representatives
Box V

Juneau. Alaska 998 H
Dear Rep. Grussendorf;

This letter is in support of HB 268. Surveys show that most Alaskans favor
women's right to choice in reproductive decisions without interference by
the State. 1amappalled that a_n0|s¥ minority may“be able to impose its
religious opinion against that right to choose on the majority. HB 268 is
aimed at protecting the right of choice for all women, but particularly
protects the rights of the disadvantaged tn enjoy equal justice which’is in
gopardy when the writing and amending of regulations is left to the Lt.
overnar.

Soliciting the views of women on this question will not result in receiving
opinions from the women whose rights are most threatened (whn rarely
vocalize their views); the poor and otherwise disadvantaged; tfiosewho
may be impaired hy dru?s or alcohol; and the verP/ young. Representative
government is designed to protect these é)BeopIe. hope you will see your
responsibility to them and support HB 268,

Sincerely,

Ruth G. Benson



Testimony Before House Health, Education and Social Services
by Laury Roberts Scandling
April 25. 1991

(not delivered orally due to lack of time)

My name is Laury Roberts Scandling. I am a fulltime student and
homemaker inJuneau. Ilwas bom and raised in Alaska and am the
mother of twins. 1l am speaking for myself as a consumei of several
reproductive choices, including motherhood, and, perhaps, | amnm

speaking for the women you won"t hear from: the Alaskan woman who
does not have a voice in this process nor the resources to deal with a
crisis pregnancy.

Il do not think there is anything new that one can say either in
support or in opposition to measures assuring reproductive privacy.
Abortion is a fundamental issue that tears at the conscience of each of
us, regardless of our position. Our beliefs are held dearly, as well they
should be.

As a woman and mother, | respect, understand and sympathize
with individuals who oppose abortion, for whatever reason. | just
happen to believe that they should not be able to make that choice for
everyone.

Nonetheless, this measure is not about permitting abortion,
access towhich was upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court 18 years ago.
Nor is it about choosing where our taxes dollars go. It is about ensuring
that the will of some will not penalize others for socioeconomic or
other reasons.

lam reminded of a story l uncovered about ten years ago when 1
was a reporter. An administrator in the state"s benefits division
unilaterally and secretly removed abortion as a covered health
insurance option for state employees. Once his action became public
the attorney general ordered that the benefit be reinstated.

This story illustrates what |1 find most frightening about this bill:
that itmust be considered at all, that one man believes so strongly in
his vision of the world that he will use political means to impose that
vision upon everyone.

Contrary to an oft-heard declaration, the people of Alaska have
not delivered a mandate. Two-thirds of the votes cast last November
were for gubernatorial candidates who favored choice.

So, when the clamor becomes deafening, keep this in mind:
Alaskans do not want government making the most personal of
choices for them.

I find it ironic that an administration elected on platform of
independence from government doesn®"t heed it when it comes to
controlling reproductive choice.

Il would like to close by thanking the many cosponsors,
particularly the Republicans, for standing up on this issue. While 1
believe reconsideration must be given to the section on parental

consent, the bill rightly codifies important public policy.

TO: All cosponsors



April 29, 1991

Representative Georgianna Lincoln
Committee Co-Chairwoman

P.0. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

RE: House Bill 268

Dear Representative Lincoln:

I am writing to urge you to support House Bill 268. which

will protect a woman®s right to choose abortion. I do not
want a radical group of fundamentalists forcing their
religious beliefs on the public through force of law. There
are already too many unwanted children in the world who are
suffering from neglect and abuse. The focus should be on
how to better care for them 1instead of bringing still more
unwanted children 1into the world. I believe most of the

social and global problems we are facing, such as pollution/
global warming, drug abuse, and increased crime, are due to
over-population and the inability of our society to take
care of the people who already exist. The time has come to
focus on quality of life instead of quantity of life.

Every child should be a wanted child. It is a woman's
personal choice to decide how she deals with an unwanted
pregnancy, and it should remain her own choice- no one
else"s. Again, please support House Bill 268.

Sincerely,

Vicki Rentmeester
48700 East Road
Homer, AK 99603
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FflH #465-2652
Uoice # 465-3732 /| #465-4923

Co-Chairman of HESS (Health Educational Social Sendees)
Georgionna Lincoln

HB #268 - REPRODUCTIUE PRIUACY ACT

Please hold more public hearings on this uitol issue of HB #268.
Hbortion is a horrendous oltematlue to reproductiue responsibility.

Respectfully,

Muriel M. House
Alaskan Uoter

FfIH #349-4495 2307 HIE. 74th Huenue
Uoice #344-2398 Anchorage, AK 99507



Fax #465-
\oice #4652§2732/#465-4923

—Onajrrraﬂ roIfDFI]ESS (Health Educational Social Services)

Glama
HB#263 -REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT

| urge the committeg to hold more public hearings on this wital Issue of HB #2263, Without
adequate public hearings, the committee VN have to come to a decision with only a small input
fromtire C|t|zensofAIa_sl<a, This Issue potential touches every Alaskan famiy; therefore, It
Is only correct to alkwtime for every Alaskan family to voice their concerms over this pending

Singerely,

Linck D, Arckn
Alaskan \oter

Fax #349-44% 1333 Bem Street
\ioe #349-3479 Anchorage, AK 99507



To: The sponsor and all cosponsors of HB 268/SB249
From: Concerned constituents

LLle, the undersighed are deeply distressed by your
sponsorship of HB 268 and companion SB 249, the liberalization
of Rlaskan statutes regarding abortion.

UlJe find the prouisions of the Bill to be unconscionable. Rt
a minimum, its prouisions mill serue to create a rift between
parents and their daughters and thereby undermine family unity.
To belieue that your constituency wants to see the state usurp
the role and authority of parents in the family is a blind and
unsubstantiated assumption on your part.

To further assume that Alaska residents would willingly
dedicate state tax dollars for the performance of abortion
causes us to question your qualifications to hold public office.

Abortion is a grieuous crime against unborn children. Your
Bill only serues to exacerbate the crime by making culpable all
parties inuolued including the mother of the child as well as the
hospital and staff where the abortion is performed.

UlJe ask that you consider more carefully youffosition on
this matter and withdraw your support of this bill.

V I-333-9r7

on/ (Anne Monaeoo)

Andnoraj <, 996

\C})oqoﬁ tetknm?



To: The sponsor and all cosponsors of HB 268/SB249
From: Concerned constituents

LUe, the undersigned ore deeply distressed by your
sponsorship of HB 268 and companion SB 249, the liberalization
of Alaskan statutes regarding abortion.

UlJe find the prouisions of the Bill to be unconscionable, flt
a minimum, its prouisions will serue to create a rift between
parents and their daughters and thereby undermine family unity.
To belieue that your constituency wants to see the state usurp
the role and authority of parents in the family is a blind and
unsubstantiated assumption on your part.

To further assume that Rlaska residents would willingly
dedicate state tax dollars for the performance of abortion
causes us to question your qualifications to hold public office.

Rbortion Is a grleuous crime against unborn children. Your
Bill only serues to exacerbate the crime by making culpable all
parties inuolued including the mother of the child as well as the
hospital and staff where the abortion is performed.

UlJe ask that you consider more carefully your position on
this matter and withdraw your support of this bill.

\f(Lt Kkfcx sirfD
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M EMORANDUM

TO: HOUSE HESS MEMBERS

FR: PATTI, EXT. 4923

DT: APRIL 30, 1991

RE: HB 268 WRITTEN TESTIMONY

ATTACHED ARE COPIES OF ALL THE WRITTEN TESTIMONY FOR HB 268
THAT HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY THE HOUSE HESS COMMITTEE ROOM AS OF
2PM TODAY.

THE TESTIMONY HAS BEEN SEPARATED BY LOCATION FOR YOUR
CONVENIENCE.

FOR YOUR FILES.



April 30, 1991

Rep. Lincoln
P.0. Box V
Juneau, Ak 99811

Re: House Bill #268

Dear Representative Lincoln,

You and each of the representatives listed as sponsors of
House Bill #268 are receiving a copy of this letter as well
as my representative Jerry Mackie and Governor Hickel.

I am a married college graduate and a vice president and
manager with an Alaskan bank. I have 2 children attending
college.

I am completely against the passage of House Bill #268 and

do not feel the state government which represents me at all
serves my interest by paying for abortion services. This

bill is totally inconsistent with my philosophies on the

right to life. The only possible gray area in my thoughts

on this issue is if the abortion would be necessary to preserve
a woman®s life.

After reading House Bill #268 1 find nothing else in it that
I can support. I am disappointed in your sponsorship of that
bill. I urge that you reconsider your stand since someday,
when you die, you may find great difficulty in defending your
chosen position.

Speaking more to the present you could consider your obligation
to represent your constituency. So in that vein 1 cast my vote
Do ,Ncit Support House Bill #268!

Sahcer J
RicfcHard Fle< Cat
Box VMO \J Box 70

Haines, Ak 99827 Haines, AK 99827
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the
Corm (rr«e heanm

commits on M Z fifr, '
, bill/subject A

| urge you to vote against this bill. Passage of H.B. 268
would send a confusing message from the House of Representatives to
the teens in this state. On one hand, H.B. 7, which was passed
recently, spells out pregnancy prevention as including abstinanoe
from premarital sexual activity and acquiring skills to resist peer
pressure, among otherthings. On the other hand, H.B. 268is giving
a blanket endorsementof abortion as a great option to theself - *
oontrol required in abstinanoe. Why should teens bother to oontrol
themselves when it is so easy to kill the life that is conceived in
their passion? And, if they can easily get rid of the obviouslprobleml
that may result from their aotions (a baby), they're not likely to be
concerned with STD's, etc., since"that only happens to other people".

We are all aware of the stronger tendency in teens to act on the
spur of the moment, or without carefully considering the consequences
of their actions. Why els?ould we restrict their acoess to alcohol,
or voting, until they are 'adults'? Teens ;(and we did, attheir age)
need someexternal controls to guide them in their actions and deci-
sions. Removing the requirement for a minor to get her parent's
permission for a major decision such as abortion, removes any hope of
guidance in that decision from the person(s) who care the most about
her - more than the state or an agenoy, | dare say, in the vast major-

1

Ity of Inetanoes. pann

committee name
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page 2 Laura Green Apr.30, 1991
Testimony to House HESS Committee on H.B. 268

Makin? abortion available on demand is a bandaid to quickly fix
a big social problem. It may look really attractive as a waK to cut
back on the multitude of problems being addressed in many other bills
ooricerning teen pregnancies and parenting which come before you
committee.  But our whole country has watched teen pre?nancies escalate
dramatically over the years sinoe abortion has been a legal option.

W have an advantage in being a newer state. Please look at the les-
sons to be learned from other states. Even though their overall rate
of teen pregnancies has been lower, has abortion on demand really done
anything to lessen the problem??

Concerning Sec. ? of H.B. 268, | am appalled at the nerve of
our state representatives to attempt to remove® from hospitals and
health - giving places of business, the right to choose not to kill
Innocent people. If they choose to offer abortion services to people,
that is one thing. But to force that on them, when their whole purpose
of existence is to save people from death at all costs, is horrendous.

I'm asking you not to support this bill, 1f you truly care about
the people of the state of Alaska. I'Il be watching the activity of

your committee. ... ..

Testifier
Mrs. Laura Green,
S. H BOX 11020
Address Kodiak, AK 99615

Phone No.:



My 1199

Dear Legislator:

We are appalled at ths recent introduction of abhortion-related bills (HB 268 & SB 249) by our legislature. Is it
possible some of our elected officials are out of touch with public sentiment or that they simply have not read the
latest research and studies regarding this issue?

The most recent nationwide Gallup poll revealed more than 2/3 support requirements for parental consent for
teenagers. Parents have a right to know when their child undergoes a surgical procedure. Failure to do so can be
tragic. Last December a New York City jury awarded $1.2 million to the parents of 13 year-old, Dawn Ravanell, who
died of complications resulting from an abortion, of which they were unaware until their daughter lay dying.
Parental notification laws are constitutional and help reduce the teenage abortion rates and teen p-egnancy rates,
when enforced (Alaska's are not!). A recent study showed that, in Minnesota, after enactment of a one-parent

notification law, "the abortion rate falls dramatically™. Also, under the law teenagers were "more likely to take
measures to avoid pregnancy. Inother words It appears that parental notification has encouraged responsible
sexual behavior among teenagers in Minnesota", reported lead author of the study, Professor James Rogers, to a
Congressional committee.

Almost 90S support a woman's right to know (i.e. informed consent) and the need for health and safety standards
in abortion facilities. While in the 1986 Thornburgh case, the Supreme Court struck down an informed consent law,
in 1989's Webster decision, the three judge plurality criticized the Thornburgh statute. Together with Justice
D'Connor, (a Thornburgh dissenter) and Justice Scalia (who would have reversed Roe vs Wade explicitly), a majority

of five justices are prepared to sustain Informed consent legislation.2 The "safe, legal abortion" rhetoric is but a

lethal myth, "..the reported immediate complication rate, alone, of abortion is no less than 10 percent. In addition,
studies of long-range complication show rates of no less then 17 percent and frequently report complication rates
in the range of 25-40 percent. One public hospital has even reported an overall complication rats following
abortion of 7u percentl It is quite possible that only 5-10 percent of all deaths resulting from legal abortion are
being reported as abortion-related based on the reported abortion deaths alone, abortion is already the fifth

leading cause of maternal death in the United States!3 Knowing that state-regulated abortions are dangerous, even

lethal, we are am .'ia/ to see bills introduced in Alaska that eliminate the requirements for abortions to be
performed by a State Medical Board licensed physician or surgeon and for them to be performed in a hospital or
other state or federal government approved facility. In truth, is this not the legalization of "hack-alley abortions"
that pro-abortionists have so long accused pro-lifers of promoting? Such reasoning defies all logic.

Polls also continue to show that more women oppose abortion than men. For every one woman working for
abortion, over 20 women are working against abortion.4 Itis certainly a women's issue, but women

clearly do not benefit from it, nor do they want itl

We pray that you will listen to the vast majority of women and men in this nation and that you will acknowledge a
solid body of research. Oppose this legislation and support life, health, safety and education for Alaska's women and
children.

Sincerely,
1 Afimiricfin. Joural of Rblic Halth, March Al
2 Recant passage ol tha Mississipi and North Dekota informed consent lons @l
but guarantee that the Supreme Court will rule on the aostitutiaelity of a sbhrogy
and dearly en/otoable irformed contentt law.
4507 Wood Duck Ave. 3 COoold Reardon, Aborted Women: Silet No Mote. Westdhester, I,
Juneau, AK 99801 Crossnay, 1987, . 186187 & 18111

789-2383 A b, p. 3233
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature
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From - BRUCE B JOHNSTONE M. D. PHONE No. : 562 0454 May.03 1991 1:52PM PO1

Phyllis Johnstone
11101 Magnolia
Anchorage, Alaska 99516

May 3, 1991

Georgianna Lincoln
State Representative
Chairman of HRSS Committee

Dear Ms. Lincoln,

I believe House Bill No. 268 and Senate Bill Mo. 249 to be totally
irresponsible legislation if what 1| have heard they are allowing for is
true.

I do not agree with eliminating the requirement that abortions be performed
by a physician or surgeon licensed by the State of Alaska.

To take away a doctor’ or hospital®s right to refuse to perform an abor-
tion is unconscionablel

Counseling for alternatives to abortion should be mandatory rather than out-
lawed. I personally know a young woman who had an abortion when quite

young and did not receive any counseling. In later years she learned that

a baby was in the early stages of development and she was extremely guilt

ridden. That naivete might sound unbelievable to us but it is very

prevalent among youth and non-educated peoples.

I believe parental, contact should be made for anyone under 18 seeking an
abortion.

Tax dollars should not be used to pay for someone"s moral irresponsibility
in a second act of moral irresponsibility, the first being the unwanted
pregnancy and the second being the killing of the fetus.

Enclosed please find a copy of what appear to documented facts on abortion.

Phyllis A. Johnstone
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: BRUCE B JOHNSTONE M. D. PHONE No. - 562 0454

A few.facts about abortion

It becomes increasingly tiring to listen to
the armchair speculation concerning abor-
tion, Let"us list the facts;

eIn a study conducted by Planned Par—

enthood, out of 73.000 legal abortions, there
were 2,761" hemorrhages; 1,351" fevers*, 747

pelvic infections; GO7 hemorrhages and infec—
tions combined; 543 lacerations of the cer—

vix:; 187 "punctures.of the uterus and six

deaths.
eDoe v, Bolton, U.S, Supreme court case

in 1'973, <legalized- abortion- on emand dur —

ing all nine months of pregnancy.

eSurveys performed by the U.S. govern—

ment- show, that 20,00.0 women a year become
sterile due -to complications arising from
legal abortions.

eQut of 486 doctors polled in the U.S., 87
percent said they had had to* hospitalize

women due® to serious complications after
legal abortions.

eThere were approximately 120,000 ille—
gal abortions a year prior to national legal—
ization-in 1973. There, have, been approxi—
mately 120,000"illegal abortions a ¥ ear since
1973. ok

1.5 million abortions are performed, an—
nually. 2 percent are performed for reasons
of -health or. rape/molestation.

These are facts from pro-choice and gov—
ernment statistics.” | am sorry if they seenm

to be one-sided; that i1ssimply how they fall.””

Let us please dispense with the ".armchair
speculation-and popular/opinion.-Aside from
allowing the man the right®o kill, what
has the-legai cion of abortion done for
her? If.you want the facts, they, are right in

front of.you.
Aharon W Zorea

May. 03 1391 1:52PM PO2
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jo* Honorable IGeogianna Lincoln
HESS Commi|ttee

urgje You to schedule a public hearing on HB 268. As ele
jffic Lais, X 3m sure you recognize the controversial nature o
the tragedy of the holocaust of our unborn children.

ersiohally, 1 oppose this radical abortion on demand bill,
wouLd find Jjt morally objectional for my tax dollars to
tfund the murder of our nations unborn children.

Nleas e do your job as an elected representative a let the
yoice s of your constituents be heard.

gincejrely,

e MMA. \JAIGA,) Y\

{Dana Swanson
£980:1 Glazanof Dr.
Anchgrage, Ak; 995166



in3K!

Bay 6 1991

Il1-onori,ble Ben Grussendorf
®ouse Speaker !

dudbJeijL: HB- 2<5S

# urge you to have this bill reviewed by the Judiciary Committee.

Phis :.s a controversial legal issue therefore it should be
referred there! i

I strongly oppose HB 268. | believe the tragedy of the holocaust
£%. ouf nations- unborn children must be stopped and that 1is
oppose this radical abortion on demand nill!

~lease consider why our country is in such moral decline. The
piight f a doctor or hospital to conscientiously object to
artidipate in the killing of our children 1is horrific.

(y tar dollars; supporting this murder is against my rights.
t! - > i >

Th«s»e are justl a few of the reasons T object, to this bill.

| £

ileasd do the right thing for America®s people and properly
grocers this bfi.ll.

?hanJc you,
\\£) OaioJ . “UJOY
ana Swansofn )
Glazanof DI.
.ijncho::age Aik. 99516



M EMORANDUM

TO

FR

DT

RE

HOUSE HESS MEMBERS
PATTI, X4923
MAY 8, 1991

HB 268 — NOTIFICATION OF PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

THE TWO BOOKLETS MENTIONED BELOW HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY THE
HOUSE HESS COMMITTEE AND CAN BE FOUND IN THE LIBRARY FPLE FOR
HB 268 IN ROOM 106 OF THE CAPITOL BUILDING.

1.

"WE AFFIRM™ - NATIONAL RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS®™ STATEMENTS

ON ABORTION RIGHTS BY THE RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR
ABORTION RIGHTS. 32 PAGES

"WORDS OF CHOICE™ BY THE RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR ABORTION
RIGHTS. 24 PAGES

THESE BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. IF YOU
WOULD LIKE TO REVIEW THESE BOOKS, PLEASE LET US KNOW AND WE-"LL
BE HAPPY TO ROUTE THEM TO YOUR OFFICE.
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by
THE RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR ABORTION RIGHTS
on

THE PROPO8BED LEGISLATION
REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT/ HB 268

April 24/ 1991



Tha Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights is pleased to submit
testimony to tha Alaska legislature regarding a bill for an act
providing for a woman®"s right to choose abortion without
governmental interference, protecting the right to use birth
control? relating to payment for abortions under Medicaid a:.d
general relief medical assistance? and providing for an effective
date. We encourage you as legislators to support House Bill No.
268.

Contrary to common perception, religious doctrine does not
speak with a single voice nor declare a single stand on the
abortion issue. Each of the 33 national mainline Protestant,
Jewish and other faith groups who comprise the Religious Coalition
for Abortion Rights approaches the 1ssue from the unique
perspective of their own theology with members holding widely
varying viewpoints as to when abortion is morally justified. Our
coalitional members, who include among others Reform and
Conservative Judaism and offices of the Methodist Church, tha
Presbyterian Church and the United Church of Christ, do not take
the 1issue of abortion lightly, Wef hold in high regard both the
value of potential life and freedom of choice.

The 1issue of abortion reveals sincere religious beliefs and
intense religious differences. Religious views on the abortion
issue range from the belief that abortion 1is an obligation if
needed to preserve the life or well-being of the pregnant woman to
the belief that abortion is a sin forbidden by divine authority.
Within this spectrum are other views including that which promotes
responsible parenthood and the preservation of the health and well —
being of existing, living persons as among the highest religiously
commanded obligations.

This plurality of beliefs 1h the religious community
necessitates that the abortion decision must remain with the
individual to be made on the basis of conscience and personal
religious conviction, free from governmental interference. Our
country®s Bill of Rights that guarantees religious freedom to all,
requires no less.



Many Protestant and Jewish faith groups have developed a
rational and sensitive response to the abortion debate based on the
following sound principles.

o First, that in our pluralistic society, no one religious
viewpoint on the beginning of human [life should be
imposed onall Americans by secular law.

o Second, that abortion i1s a moral and theological concern,
and that an abortion decision should be the result of
thoughtful consideration, based on one®"s own conscience d

religious beliefs.

o Third, that there are some instances 1in which abortion ray
be a moral alternative to a problem pregnancy.

Beyond these sound principles, much diversity 1in doctrine and
belief exists.

People of faith in the "pro-life movement”™ who are working for
a Constitutional "human life" amendment to ban abortions argue that
the Bible teaches: (1) that the fetus isa person fromthe moment
of conception, and (2) that abortion is murder.

Roman Catholic theology requires baptism of the fetus after it
has become "ensouled.”™ The question of time of "ensoulment"™ has a
long and varied history in the Roman Catholic Church. In the
Middle Ages, following Aristotelian philosophy, it was assumed that
a male fetus was ensouled after 40 days. The female fetus was
ensouled at 80 days. In the 13th Century, St. Thomas Aquinas
affirmed that upon conception the fetus 1is a vegetable, later
evolving into an animal, and at two months, becoming human.

The present doctrine that life begins at the moment of
conception and that abortion is murder 1s based on pronouncements
of Pope Sixtus V in 1583, Pope Pius IX in 1869 and most recently on
the 1968 encyclical of Pope Paul VI, ™"Humane Vitae." In the
encyclical , Pope Faul declared that "directly willed and procured
abortion, even i1f for therapeutic reasons (is) to be absolutely
excluded as licit means of regulating birth." Under Canon 1398
of the Code of Canon Law, a woman who secures a completed abortion
iIs automatically excommunicated vregardless of the stage of
pregnancy at the time of her abortion.

The Vatican position has been shared and endorsed by some
religious groups. However, there 1is no unanimity regarding the
status of the fetus, or the precise moment at which the product of
conception becomes a person within both Jewish and Christian
traditions. The question of when human life begins is a matter for

3



the religious conscience. Neither science nor the state can make
this theological determination.

Within Jewish tradition, there is considerable agreement that
the fetus Is not a person until birth. Abortion, therefore, 1is
permitted and indeed may be required in situations where the life
of the mother 1is threatened. Tha Talmud, a collection of Jewish
civil and religious laws, attributes humanity to the fetus only
after the head has emerged from the birth canal. Legal codes and
rabbinic teachings depict the fetus as part of a woman®s body. A
woman % life, her pain, and her physical and mental well-being take
precedence over that of the fetus with the belief that full,
realized life takes precedence over potential life. In Reform and
conservative Jewish teachings, abortion 1s not equated with the
destruction of life. Beyond these points of virtual consensus,
however, Orthodox Judaism, and different groups within each branch
of Judaism hold divergent views about the circumstances under which
abortion 1s permitted.

Some organized religious groups adhere to basic respect for
individual conscience on abortion precisely because of the variety
of views held by members of these groups. On this basis, the
Presbyterian church (USA) adopted a policy statement in 1983 at the
195th General Assembly and reaffirmed it in 1989 at the 20ist
Assembly, The position states that "The Presbyterian Church exists
within a very pluralistic environment. its own members hold a
variety of views. It is exactly this plurality of beliefs that
leads us to the conviction that the decision regarding abortion
must remain with the 1individual, to be made on the basis of
conscience and personal religious principles, free from
governmental interference. Just as tha decision to become a parent
requires a responsible exercise of stewardship, reflecting moral
and religious concerns, so does the decision to not become a
parent.” This Presbyterian approach emphasizes that God alone 1is
Lord of the conscience, and that God gives each individual faced
with a moral choice arising from sexual activity the power and tha
freedom to make moral choices regarding even the most serious
questions.

Respect for individual conscience 1is the basis for the American
Baptist churches® position of abortion. Historically, abortion has
been treated as a matter for individual conscience iIn keeping with
the religion®s foundation 1in individual voluntary baptism and
commitment to responsible families and parenthood. In 1987, the
General Board of the American Baptist Churches passed a resolution
which declared, "We are divided as to the proper witness of the
church to the state regarding abortion. Consequently, we
acknowledge the freedom of each individual to advocate for a public
policy on abortion that reflects his or her beliefs,”

Other Protestant churches have declared their support for a
woman®"s choice regarding abortion because of potential risks to tha
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life or physical or mental health of tha mother, because of

concerns about tha social situation in which the infant might be
born, and because of instances of severe deformity of the fetus.
The United Methodist church, for example, resolved 1in 1984 and
reaffirmed in 1988 that "Our belief in the sanctity of unborn human
life wakes us reluctant to approve abortion. Be we are equally
bound to respect the sacredness of the life and well-being of the
mother, for whom devastating damage may result from an unacceptable
pregnancy. In continuity with past Christian teaching, we
recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify
abortion, and in such cases we support the legal option of abortion
under proper medical procedures. We cannot affirm abortion as an
acceptable means of birth control (contraceptive), and we
unconditionally reject i1t as a means of gender selection.”

The Episcopal Church USA reaffirmed 1its support for women 3
rights over their own bodies at its 1988 General Convention. They
urged "that any proposed legislation on the part of national or
state governments regarding abortions must take special care to see
that individual conscience Is respected, and that the
responsibility of individuals to reach informed decisions in this
matter is acknowledged and honored."

In 1971, tha United Church of Christ3 Board of Homeland
Ministries and the Center for Social Action called for freedom of
choice concerning abortion, stating that "The theological and
scientific views on when human life begins are so numerous and
varied that one particular view should not be forced on society
through 1ts legal system. Present laws prohibiting abortion are
neither just nor enforceable.” In 1987, the Sixteenth General
Synod of the United Church of Christ, "while recognizing
(abortion %) moral ambiguity and wurging that alternatives to
abortion always be fully and carefully considered,”™ upheld "the
right of women to have . . . safe, legal abortions as one option
among others.”™ The synod also urged pastors, members and local
churches "to oppose actively legislation and amendments which seek
to revoke or limit access to safe and legal abortions.”

There 1s no consensus within the religious community on the
issue of abortion. There 1s no agreement on the question of when
life begins. We hope, though, there can be some agreement and
respect among Protestant, Catholic and Jewish faith groups to
accept the diversity of beliefs on the issue of abortion in the
context of religious freedom.

We applaud Alaska legislators for omitting any reference to
the issue of parental consent and/or notification 1in this

legislation. The i1ssue of parental consent and/or parental
notification i1s a very difficult issue for the Religious Coalition
for Abortion Rights and our coalition members. RCAR and the

religious community wholeheartedly agrees that parents should be



#r-

involved i1n the decisions of their children.. W® recognize that
most families are strong and supportive of their children and share
and communicate effectively with their children.

However, RCAR also recognizes that 1t 1is 1impossible to
legislate communication, love understanding and compassion. RCAR
also recognizes that for far too many pregnant minors, parental
consent and/or notification would place pregnant minors at serious
risk. These risks include physical or mental abuse from one parent
or both, 1including harm from the parent who caused the pregnancy.

While judicial bypass has often been offered as a method of
reducing the harsh burden of parental consent and/or notification
laws, 1t should be noted that such a provision still 1mpedes access
and is not an alternative to those persons who are not able to

effectively communicate with court judges, More important, the
iIssue of equity 1i1s not addressed with the adoption of judicial
bypass provision. Far too many poor women and women living 1in

rural areas do not have equal access to court systems to even
exercise their rigu**s under judicial bypass provisions. We applaud
Alaska legislators for omitting any reference to the 1issue of
parental consent and/or notification in this legislation.

Conclusiont The 35 member faith groups of the Religious
Coalition for Abortion Rights find intolerable the actions of
individuals and organizations to ban abortions by enacting into
secular law one theoloogical belief on the beginning of life either
directly or indirectly. These efforts would prohibit the free
exercise of religion to those whose beliefs allow - and in some
cases require - abortion to be considered as a moral choice.
Millions of Americans who do not share the narrow anti-choice
theological view would not be able to make decisions according to
the teachings of their own faith. Millions of Americans would be
denied their religious freedom.

For centuries, the abortion question has not been an easy one
for theologians, church groups, and people of faith. But we
believe people of faith have been wise and compassionate in their
judgment that the abortion decision must be available to the
people, to be made with the freedom of their own conscience and
religious principles and without government intervention.

We hope, however, that as a legislator bound to uphold our
nation*s laws, you will respect this religious diversity and
maintain an individual®s right to religious freedom.



Alaska State Legislature

P.O. Box Y
Juneau. AK 99811-3100
Phone: 2907; 165-3991

Legislative Research Agency Fax: (907) (63-3351

April 24, 1991

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Niilo Koponen
FROM: Gordon S. Harrison, Director
RE: Analysis of CSHB 268

Research Request 91.268

You requested a sectional analysis of HB 268 (‘'Reproductive Privacy Act') prior
to a committee hearing on the bill Thursday morning, April 25. A committee
substitute for HB 268 became available late in the afternoon today. At this
late date, all I can attempt to do in this memorandum is offer a brief overview
of each section of the committee substitute and point to aspects of the bill
that raised questions on a first reading.

Sections 1, 5 and 6

Section 1 provides intent language for sections 5 and 6 of the bill. Its
purpose is to help courts and administrators resolve any disputes that may
arise in the future over the interpretation of those sections.

Section 5 allows a woman to receive an abortion under the Medicaid program if
she is eligible for Medicaid and if the pregnancy threatens her life. The
section specifies that the Department of Health and Social Services shall pay
for an abortion for a needy woman under the Medicaid program if the abortion
qualifies under federal law, and it shall pay under the fully state-funded
General Relief Medical program if the abortion does not. Federa* regulations
currently allow Medicaid abortions only to save the life of the woman (in the
past federal law also permitted Medicaid abortions when the pregnancy was the
result of rape or incest). Abortions for needy women who qualify and who seek
an abortion for reasons other than life endangerment (and therefore do not fall
under federal guidelines) are funded under the General Relief Medical program.
This section recognizes in statute the current practice of the department.

Section 6 amends the statutes dealing with the General Relief Medical program
to make it clear that abortions, of both a "therapeutic” and "elective” nature,
for needy women are covered by the General Relief Medical program. This
section, too, recognizes current state practice.



Respresentative Koponen
April 24, 1991
Page 2

Section 2

Section 2 of the bill amends the current statute (AS 18.16) dealing with
abortions. It adds several substantive sections to the statute. Because
Section 7 of the bill repeals the existing content of the statute (AS
18.16.010; attached), these new sections become the entire content of the
amended law. That is, these new sections must be read with the understanding
that they do not add to but replace the existing provisions in section 010.

AS 18.16.020

This section declares a general right to privacy on the part of women regarding
childbirth. The specific legal effects of this policy statement are not clear,
but its general effect is presumably to resolve ambiguities that surface later
in favor of the unfettered choice of women in matters regarding childbirth
and reproduction.

The word 'commence™ in this section (and elsewhere in the bill) may be
noteworthy as a policy matter insofar as it could conceivably interfere with
future efforts of the legislature to regulate surrogate parenting or to
authorize the courts to impose contraception on alcoholic women with a history
of producing children with fetal alcohol syndrome, for example.

AS 18.16.030

This section is a sweeping prohibition against interference by the state in a
woman®s choice to get pregnant, stay pregnant, or to end her pregnancy by
abortion. The "state™ includes an "instrumentality of the state'™, such as a
public corporation, a school district, or the State Medical Board, and a
“political subdivision of the state™, such as a municipality.

The only restrictions on "medically appropriate” abortions that the bill
tolerates are certain regulations that may be adopted by the Department of
Health and Social Services (DHSS) and the State Medical Board, which are
discussed below.

The definition of "medically appropriate”™ provided by the bill in AS 18.16.090
states that the method must be "medically safe"™, or "recommended by a physician
in the good faith exercise of the physician®s best professional judgement', as
these things are ‘'regulated by generally accepted standards, licensing
requirements for medical Tfacilities, or laws governing the prescription of
drugs or medical devices." This somewhat awkward definition would seem to open
the door to use in the future of such methods as the French abortion pill RU
486.
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AS 18.16.040

Provisions under AS 18.16.040 in t.hp bill authorize what would appear to be
minimal regulation of abortions by DHSS and the State Medical Board. The two
subsections (@) and (b) distinguish between allowable regulation of abortions
performed ﬁii Tgf "point of fetal viability” and after that point, but
neither, TaC , seems to interfere substantially with the opportunity of
obtaining a legal abortion. This contrasts with regulations iIn many states
which curtail legal access to abortions after the point of fetal viability.

The bill states that regulations pertaining to abortions before and after the
point of Tfetal viability must be "consistent with established medical
practice." Generally speaking, abortions after the fetus has reached the point
of sustained viability outside the mother®s womb are performed only in
exceptional circumstances--the fetus has a defect that is incompatible with
life, or the pregnancy threatens the Ilife of the mother. Perhaps this
"established medical practice”™ would find its way into regulation under this
provision.

The "point of fetal viability” is defined in 18.16.090 of the bill as the
point at which 'there is a reasonable likelihood of sustained survival of the
fetus outside the woman®s uterus, with or without artificial aid." My
understanding of these matters is that there is at least some likelihood of
survival with heroic medical intervention at about 20 weeks of pregnancy.
Thus, 1t 1is at approximately this point of gestation that one set of
regulations would give way to the next, although the determination of viability
in specific cases is to be left entirely up to the 'professional judgement of
the woman"s physician™ (AS 18.16.040 (b)(1))-

Noteworthy about regulations that pertain to abortions before fetal viability
is that they may not 'delay, Iincrease the cost of, or limit the availability
of an abortion” (AS 18.16.040 (a)(4))- This constraint is a significant one,
because it is hard to imagine many regulations that would not arguably have
these effects.

The phrase ™"increase the cost of" is omitted from the list of prohibited
impacts of regulations permissible after fetal viability (AS 18.16.040 (b)(5))-
but the phrase "limit the availability of abortion” remains. It would not be
hard to find an economist who would argue that increasing the cost of something

The U.S. Supreme Court decision in REV %did not prohibit abortions
after fetal viability. A summary of the Court®"s ruling said: oL .
subsequent to approximately the end of the first trimester the state may
regulate abortion procedure in ways reasonably related to maternal health, and
at the stage subsequent to viability the state may regulate and even proscribe
abortion except where necessary 1in ap \7t dical judgment for
preservation of life or health of mother." %}%ﬁ; ' 03 S.Ct.705 [1973]).
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limits its availability. Therefore, the significance of the omission may not
be great.

A provision of thiv ection that distinguishes allowable regulation of abortion
after fetal viability from allowable regulation before fetal viability is the
requirement that the regulation be "designed to protect the health of the fetus
without impairing or risking the impairment of the life or health of the woman
undergoing the abortion” (AS 18.16.040 (b)(2)). If the health of the fetus Iis
to be protected, the abortion is no longer an abortion in common parlance. It
becomes a premature delivery of some kind. Indeed, survival of the fetus
would seem to defeat the purpose of most abortions.

AS 18.16.050

Subsection (@) 1is included to prevent a state or municipal agency from
asserting independent authority to regulate abortions (such as a local
ordinance authorizing the exercise of health powers, for example).

Subsection (b) 1indicates that only physicians are to perform abortions.
Abortions are a medical procedure, and they are recognized as such by the bill.
In indirect fashion this provision replaces AS 18.16.010 (a)(1) in current law,
which would be repealed by the bill.

AS 18.16.090

This section offers definitions of "interfere with,”™ "medically appropriate,™
pregnancy,” and "viability."

Section 3

This entire section has the simple purpose of amending the licensing statutes
for doctors by including 1in the grounds Tfor imposition of disciplinary
sanctions In AS 08.64.326 a violation of a regulation adopted by DHSS or the
State Medical Board under AS. 18.16.040.

Section 4

The effect of this section is to clarify that parental consent is not required
by a minor seeking an abortion. An opinion of the attorney general has found

2AS 18.16.010 states ''(a) An abortion may not be performed in this state
unless (1) the abortion is performed by a physician or surgeon licensed by the
State Medical Board under AS 08.64.200."



Respresentative Koponen
April 24, 1991

Page 5

current statutory language requiring parental consent (AS 18.16.010 (3)) to be
unconstitutional.

Section 7

This section of the bill repeals two existing statutory provisions: AS
08.64.105 and AS 18.16.010.

AS 08.64.105 authorizes the State Medical Board to adopt regulations
implementing AS 18.16.010 and otherwise set standards for the performance of
abortions. This provision would be replaced by AS 18.16.040 in the bill.
Existing regulations adopted pursuant to this provision, 12 AAC 40.060-140,
would be nullified.

The only provision of AS 18.16.010 that CSHB 268 seems to continues 1is the
requirement that abortions be performed by licensed physicians. The remaining
provisions are dropped (or explicitly reversed). Thus, DHSS would no longer
be directed to approve facilities that perform abortions; there would be no
durational residency requirement (which is of dubious legality); consent would
not be required for minor women (which is also of legally suspect); and there
would be no explicit liability protection for a medical practitioner who chose
not to participate in an abortions.

Section 8

This section provides the effective date clause.
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Representative Niilo Koponen

FROM: Maureen Weeks
Legislative Analyst

RE: State-Funded Abortions iIn Alaska
Research Request 91.260

You asked for information about state-funded abortions for Alaskans. The first
part of this memorandum provides statistics about abortions funded from 1988
to 1990 under the state®s public assistance programs for low-income people.
The second part lists the source of state funds for abortion.

State-Funded Abortions: 1988-1990

The attached tables show state-funded abortions over the three-year period
1988-1990. Tables 1 through 4 analyze state-funded abortions by the pregnant
woman®s age and race, by whether the abortion was performed in or out of
Alaska, and finally, by cost to the state.

In summary, the tables show that between 1988 and 1990, the state funded an
average of 606 abortions per year, at an average cost of $552 per abortion (hot
counting transportation). Very few of these state-funded abortions were
performed outside Alaska. The state paid for only two out-of-state abortions
in 1988, nine in 1989 and 51 in 1990.

More than half of state-funded abortions between 1988 and 1990 were for women
aged 22-30 and one third more were for women aged 13-21. More than half were
for white women and almost one-third more were for Native women. Almost one-
fifth of abortions were for women of other races. (To compare, white women
make up 77 percent of the state"s female population of childbearing age, while
Native women make up 14 percent and women of other races account for less chan
five percent.)

~“he tables combine three years in an effort to provide a larger sample and
avert statistically unreliable variations which can be caused by small numbers.
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This racial mix among recipients of state-funded abortions is not unlike the
mix in Medicaid and other assistance programs, where minority races are
represented at rates higher than their rate in the total population. For
example, comparing Alaskans who received Food Stamps 1in March 1991 with
Alaskans who received state-funded abortions between 1988 and 1990 shows that
whites received E"VG percent of Food Stamps and 51 percent of state-funded
abortions. Natives received 36.9 percent of Food Stamps and 31.6 percent of
state-funded abortions.

Source of Funds

In Alaska, state funds are used to pay for abortions for low-income pregnant
women who receive public health, assistance through the state"s Medicaid or
General Relief Medical programs. Abortions are paid for from these two funds.

Medicaid uses both state and federal money to pay providers who care for
eligible, low-income Alaskans. Generally, the state pays about half the cost
of health care under Medicaid and the federal government pays the other half.
This 1is not the case for abortions for low-income women, however. By
regulation, federal Medicaid money may be used to abort only those pregnancies
which threaten the life of the pregnant woman.

In Alaska, other abortions for qualifying low-income pregnant women are funded
through the state General Relief Medical program. This program uses state
money to pay providers for the cost of emergency health care for participants;
it does not use federal funds. Recipients are eligible for one month only;
those who need additional medical care at the end of a month must submit a new
application.

1 hope this information is useful to you. Please call me if you have any
questions.

Attachments

0

Statistics provided by Division of Medical Assistance, Alaska Department
of Health and Human Services.

Low-income pregnant women are eligible for both state and federal Medicaid
funds. Others eligible for Medicaid include people who receive money from Aid
to Families with Dependent Children, Old Age Assistance, Aid to the Blind, Aid
to the Disabled and the federal Supplemental Security Income program. The
General Relief Medical program covers poor adults who do not qualify for Medicaid
because they do not meet the 'categorical™ requirement of Medicaid, such as
blindness, disability and being older than age 65.



TABLE 1
State-Funded Abortions by Age of the Client, FY 88-90

13-16 yrs. 17-21 wvrs. 22-30 wvrs. 30+ wvrs.
Total
number
1988-90 79 531 926 282

Percent

of all

state-funded

abortions 4.4 29.0 51.0 15.5

Average
number
per year 26 177 309 A

Source: Division of Medical Assistance, Alaska Department of Health and
Social Services, 1991.

TABLE 2
State-Funded Abortions by Race of the Client, FY 88-90

White AK Native Other
Total
Number,
1988-90 925 575 318

Average
per year 308 192 106

Percent

of all

state-

funded

abortions 51.0 31.6 17.5

Percent

of all

Food

Stamps

recipients,

March 1991 50.6 36.9 12.5

Source: Division of Medical Assistance, Alaska Department of Health and
Social Services and Alaska Department of Labor.

Prepared by the Legislative Research Agency, April 1991 (91.260A).



TABLE 3
State-Funded Abortions Inside and Outside Alaska, FY 88-90

In-state Qut-of-State
Year No. % No. %
1988 461 99.6 2 A4
1989 720 98.8 9 2
1990 575 91.8 51 8.2
Total 1,756 96.6 62 3.4
Source: Division of Medical Assistance, Alaska Department of Health and

Social Services, 1991.

TABLE 4
Cost of State-Funded Abortions, FY 88-90 (1)

Year Abortions Total Cost Cost/Abortion
1988 463 $210,008 $453.58

1989 729 $423,111 $580.39

1990 626 $370,507 $591.86
Total,

1988-90 1,818 $1,003,626 $552.05
Source: Division of Medical Assistance, Alaska Department of Health and

Social Services, 1991.

(@» Cost does not include transportation.

Prepared by the Legislative Research Agency, April 1991 (91.260B).
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MEMORANDUM April 23, 1991

SUBJECT: Reproductive Privacg Act

CSHB 268(  ); 7-LSO791\J (4/22/90)
T0: Representative Niilo Koponen
FROM: Terri Lauterbach ¢

Legislative Counselr*

CSHB 268( ) clarifies a number of provisions in the original bill.

AS 18.16.030 and 18.16.040 are rewritten in this CS to clarify that the state can
requlate (within limits), but not prohibit, abortions that are performed after the point
of {?tal viability. The original bill was not as clear as it could have been on this
matter.

AS 18.16.040(a) is modified so that it applies only to abortions ?erformed before fetal
V|ab|I|%. A ‘new subsection is_added at AS 18'16'040% 0 apply to ahortions
performed after fetal viability. The authority of the State Medical Board to adopt
requlations has been added *o hoth subsections; the board would be bound by the
gam_elllsmnatlons that are placed on regulations of the Department of Healtfi and
ocial Services.

In addition, the CS adds a new section at AS 18.16.050 to clarify the relationship
between the laws that would be enacted by this bill and other Jaws. AS 18.16.050(a)
clarifies that other laws could not be uSed to justify abortion requlations. . This
subsection, or. something like It, is advisable If you want to prevent agencies or
political subdivisions from pointing_ to other laws as Independent authority for
abortion reﬂulatlon_. For instance, DHSS has broad authority under other laws to
protect health and license hospitals, and the State Medical Board has broad authont%
relatln% to the practice of medicine. Local boards of health also have broad healt

authority. The intent of this new subsection is to make |t clear that these other
sources of authority could not be used for regulating abortions.

AS 18.16.050gb) clarifies that this bill is not intended to allow a nonphysician to
perform an abortion if the abortion procedure is within the practice of medicine.

Legat Seri/tees /a c/tana&d4 fa CS/f&as&C )
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Since the original bill prohibited regulations that would make an abortion more
expensive, it arguably would have prohibited a requirement that a physician be used
for an abortion procedure that is within the practice of medicine. On the other hand,
this subsection would not require use of a physician if an abortion method is available
that does not fall within the practice of medicine. (I'm not sure what that method
might be, but technologies are always changing.)

Sec. 4 is clarified by adding "termination"” in paragraph @). "Treatment" of pregnancy
arguably already includes an operation to terminate the pregnancy, but the addition
of "termination" makes this crystal clear. New language is also added at the
beginning and the end of paragraph (4) to clarify that a minor can give consent to
the services covered by paragraph (4) without parental contact. Paragraph (4), as a
more specific provision than paragraph (2), would most likely be construed to
supersede paragraph (2) even without the added language; the added language just

makes it more clear.

I hope this explanation of the changes is helpful to you. If | can be of further
assistance on this matter, please let me know.

TML:pl
91-292.plm
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SPONSOR STATEMENT
House Bill 268

"An Act providing for a woman®s right to choose abortion without
governmental 1interference; protecting the right to use birth
control; vrelating to payment for abortions under Medicaid and

general relief medical assistance; and providing for an effective
date."

As state legislators, we are committed to the enactment of laws
that enhance democracy and promote constitutional values. Freedom
of choice is an important right of privacy. I believe in equality

before the law and will not support any legislation that can only
be enforced against women.

House Bill 268 declares that an individual decision to commence,
prevent, continue or terminate a pregnancy is a matter of profound
personal choice. It would clearly pronounce that the public policy
of the State of Alaska is to prevent governmental interference with
both the rights of all individuals to use birth control and the
rights of all women to choose childbirth or to obtain a safe and
legal abortion. This Dbill permits the Department of Health and
Social Services to adopt regulations relating to abortion only if
those regulations (1) are designed to protect the life or health
of a woman wundergoing an abortion; (2) constitute the least
restrictive means of furthering the state™s interest in the woman®s
life or health; (3 are consistent with -established medical
practice; and (4) do not delay, increase the co3t of, or limit the
availability of an abortion. Further, the Department shall pay for
abortion procedures to the extent permitted under federal law.

Reproductive privacy, including abortion, is a matter of individual
conscience, not governmental coercion. Reproductive choices of
Alaskans must be protected by law.
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Floor Speech
How Public Policy Should be Made
April 10, 1991

Last Monday | attended one of the hearings on confirmation and the co-chair of
that committee asked the commissioner-elect vhat his position was 1in regard to
the issue of abortion and whether he was going to carry out the existing laws.

The commissioner said that they were going to reconsider the use of general
relief medical funds and to try to develop a policy that would encourage people
to put their unwanted children up for adoption rather than paying for abortion
for low income women. This 1is a very private kind of decision. I cannot
imagine anyone going into it with any pleasure. I don"t evenlike to go to the
dentist and a medical procedure like an abortion 1is something one does not
undertake lightly.

The commissioner went on to say that they were looking to come into line with a
stated intent of the President of the United States (which is notincidently
public policy by federal law, nor 1isit in line with the public policy as
stated in Rowe vs. Wade by the Supreme Court of the United States). This Kkind
of policy, if it were adopted unilaterally, by regulation, by the department,

would be discriminatory in two ways. For one thing it would be 1in directed
only against women and for another thing it would subdivide that class of human
beings into two; the well to do and tha poor. It would discriminate solely
against poor women. I cannot believe that really had been the thought of the

commissioner himself if he really thinks the question through.

But the major problem from tha viewpoint of this House is that public policy is
determined by law, by the statutes we write and by the budgets we write. We
have put money into general relief medical with the intent that those services
.would be available and any other medical services that are needed by women who
cannot otherwise afford them. I think that to even contemplate unilaterally
without the concurrence of the legislature expressed in statute, this sort of
easing away from the constitutional powers of the legislature, this sort of
creating essentially a system of administrative government, essentially a

modem type of crarism, 1is unconscionable and | don"t think we should stand for
it.

I would like to invite those of you who are Interested in signing on to the
legislation on this matter that was submitted today.

Thank you.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: House HESS Committee Members
FROM: eresen{a Ive Georgianna incew.Co—Chair

eBres ntapive Pat Camey, Co-Chair .~ .

ouse Health, Education and Social Services
DATE: May 16, 1991
RE: CS HB 268 (') -Reproductive Privacy Act
Attached 1s a memao_we received from Rep. Nilg Koponen requesting we distribute the
atific(i]?% ro;gosed C\g[ gpr (f-elé %%H) eac?P member (?fo the H?':Géjg Eo%mﬁtee SINCe We
Wil not have time to address the hill this session.
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MEMORANDUM

To:  Representative Geqrgiapna Lincoln and. Representative Pat Cam
Ptf—éﬁaprts wouseﬁqeglltﬂr%cat?on and go la Seer\%ces ggmgnalttee

From: Representative Niilo Kopo:

Re:  HB 268 "Relating to Reproductive Privacy

Date: May 13,1901

respectfully re uestth t the House Health Educato and So lal Seryices
% m%tee reweq a}]da opt the current or‘nmﬂtee st|tute or I-?ﬁ%
before the close of the legislative session.

tu%to the. controve 3|al fatHre sIe |sIaHon and the Im dpendmﬂ close
tesessugp mem ersot lﬁ return ta their ”}9
Istricts and be q st|oned on t ecurrent (J (%]SVY] many 8
those questions |slators have tne currenta opte should feel
orea ease when mee tht elrcons fItuents. I|s or this re on
that | ure utoa or.at minimu lstn ute the

your o m ee mem ers or he|r|n or ation and review.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 268 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

S?onsors): REPRESENTATIVES KOPONEN, Boyer, Ellis, Finkelstein, Lincoln, CJOavis, Donley, Moyer, Navarre,
Ulmer, Gruenberg, Brown, Bruckman

A BILL
r FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
1 "An Act providing for a woman 3§ right to choose abortion without undue governmental
2 interference; protecting the right to use birth control; relating to medical services provided
3 to minors; relating to payment for abortions under Medicaid and general relief medical

4 assistance; and providing for an effective date."

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

6  *Section 1. INTENT. The intent of AS 47.07.067 and AS 47.25.197, enacted by secs. 5and 6 of
7 this Act, is to confirm that statutes in effect on the day before enactment of this Act requirepayment
S for abortion services under AS 47.07 (Medicaid program) and AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300 (general relief
9 medical assistance). AS 47.07.067 and AS 47.25.197 are intended to continue the already required
10 practice of paying for abortions to the extent that they were paid for under AS 47.07, AS 47.25.120 -
11 47.25.300, 7 AAC 43.140, 7 AAC 43.825, 7 AAC 43.835, 7 AAC 47.210(7), 7 AAC 47.200(4)(E),
12 7 AAC 47.290(3) and (5), and related requlations, as they were in effect on April 10, 1991,

13 * Sec. 2. AS 18.16 is amended by adding new sections to read:

14 Sec. 18.16.020. DECLARATION OF PUBLIC POLICY. The legislature finds and

CSHB 268

New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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1 declares that an individual decision to commence, prevent, continue, or terminate a pregnancy
2 is a matter of profound personal choice. It is the public policy of the state to prevent
3 governmental interference with the rights of all individuals to use hirth control and the rights of
4 all women to choose childhirth or to obtain a safe and legal abortion, as described in this chapter.
5 Sec. 18.16.030. PROTECTION OF REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE, (a) Exceptas provided
6 inAS 18.16.040 and 18.16.050, the state, an instrumentality of the state, or a political subdivision
[ of the state may not interfere with @ woman's personal choice to commence, prevent, continue,
8 or terminate a pregnancy.

9 (b) The state, an instrumentality of the state, or a political subdivision of the state may
10 not interfere with the use of medically appropriate methods of contraception or abortion or the
11 manner in which medically appropriate methods of contraception or abortion are provided.

12 Sec. 18.16.040. REGULATIONS, (a) The Department of Health and Social Services

13 and the State Medical Board may adopt regulations relating to abortions performed before the

14 point of fetal viability but only if the regulations

15 (1) protect the life or health of a woman undergoing an abortion;

16 (2) constitute the least restrictive means of furthering the state’s interest in the

17 woman's life or health:

18 (3) are not inconsistent with established medical practice; and

19 (4) do not delay, increase the cost of, or limit the availability of anabortion.

20 (b) The Department of Health and Social Services and the State Medical Board may

21 adopt regulations relating to abortions performed after the point of fetal viability, but only if the

22 regulations

23 (1) leave the determination of viability completely within the professional

24 judgment of the woman's physician and do not interfere with the exercise of that judgment;

25 (2) protect the health of the fetus without impairing or risking the impairment of

26 the life or health of the woman undergoing the abortion;

21 (3) constitute the least restrictive means of furthering the state's interest in the

28 health of the woman and the fetus;

29 (4) are not inconsistent with established medical practice; and

30 (5) do not delay, prohibit, or limit the availability of abortion.

31 Sec. 18.16.050. PHYSICIAN REQUIREMENT, (a) A person may not perform an
CSHB 268() 2
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1 abortion in this state unless the person is licensed as a physician under AS 08.64.200.
2 (b) Violation of this section is a class C felony.
3 (c) This section does not apply to the woman upon whom the abortion is performed.
4 Sec. 18.16.060. REFUSAL TO' PERFORM ABORTION; REFERRAL. ()
5 Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter, a physician, nurse, or other individual may
6 refuse to participate in the performance of an abortion if the refusal is based on conscientious or
! religious beliefs.
8 () A physician who refuses to perform an abortion for a woman who has consulted the
9 physician about having an abortion shall refer the woman to another health care provider in
10 accordance with professional stancarcs.
11 Sec. 18.16.070. APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAWS, (a) This chapter constitutes the
12 only authority under which the state, an instrumentality of the state, or a political subdivision of
13 the state may regulate abortions. To the extent that other laws of this state authorize regulations

14 that may affect abortions, those laws shall be construed to be limited by this chapter.

15 (b) This chapter may not be construed to authorize the unlicensed practice of medicine.
16 Sec.18.16.090. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter,

17 (1) "interfere with" includes restrict, infringe, prevent, impede, prohibit, limit,

18 penalize, burden, or engage in an activity, whether intentional or unintentional, that creates a
19 disparate treatment or aaverse effect;

20 (2) "medically appropriate” means generally recognized as medically safe and
2 effective or recommended by a physician in the good faith exercise of the physician's best
22 professional judgment, as requlated by generally accepted standards, licensing requirements for

23 medical facilities, or laws govering the prescription of drugs or medical devices,

24 (3) “pregnancy" means the reproductive process beginning with the implantation
25 of a fertilized ovum in the uterus,

26 (4) "viability" means the point at which, in the professional judgment of the
21 woman's physician, based upon the particular facts of the case, there is a reasonable likelihood
28 of sustained survival of the fetus outside the woman's uterus, with or without artificial aid.

29 Sec.18.16.100. SHORT TITLE. This chapter may be cited as The Reproductive Privacy
30 Act

31 *Sec. 3. AS08.64.326(a) is amended to read:

3 CSHB 268)
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() The board may impose a sanction if the board finds after a hearing that a licensee

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation while providing
professional services or engaging in professional activities;

(3) advertised professional services in a false or misleading manner;

(4) has been convicted, including conviction based on a guilty plea or plea of nolo
contendere, of
(A) afelony or other crime if the felony or other crime is substantially
related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of the licensee; or
(B) a crime involving the unlawful procurement, sale, prescription, or
dispensing of drugs;
(5) has procured, sold, prescribed, or dispensed drugs in violation of a law,
regardless of whether there has been a criminal action;

(6) intentionally or negligently permitted the performance of patient care bf/r
persons under the licensee’s supervision that does not conform to minimum  professional
standards even if the paﬁient was not  injured.

(7) failed to comply with this chapter, a regulation adopted under this chapter, or
an order of the hoard;

(8) has demonstrated

(A) professional incompetence, gross negligence, or repeated negligent
conduct; the hoard may not base a finding of professional incompetence solelyon the
basis that a licensee’s practice Is unconventional or experimental in theabsence of
demonstrable physical harm to a patient;

(B) addiction to, severe dependency on, or habitual overuse of alcohol or
other drugs that impairs the licensee’s ability to practice safely;

(C) unfitness because of physical or mental disability;

(9) engaged in unprofessional conduct or in lewd or immoral conduct in
connection with the delivery of professional services to patients;

(10) has violated AS 1816060(b) or a regulation adopted under AS 18.16.040
[AS 18.16.010];

(11) has violated any code of ethics adopted by regulation by the board;

CSHB 268() .
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1 (12) has denied care or treatment to a patient or person seeking assistance from
2 the physician if the only reason for the denial is the failure or refusal of the patient to agree to
3 arbitrate as provided in AS 09.55.535(a); or

4 (13) has had a license or certificate to practice medicine in another state or
5 teritory of the United States, or a province or territory of Canada suspended or revoked unless
6 the suspension or revocation was caused by the failure of the licensee to pay fees to that state,
[ territory, or province.
8 *Sec.4. AS09.65.100(a) is amended to read:

9 () Medical and dental services for minors are governed by the following provisions:
10 [EXCEPT AS PROHIBITED UNDER AS 18.16.010(a)(3),]
11 (1) aminor who is living apart from the minor's parents or legal guardian and

12 who is managing the minor's own financial affairs, regardless of the source or extent of income,
13 may give consent for medical and dental services for the minor;

14 (2) aminor may give consent for medical and dental services if the parent or legal
15 guardian of the minor cannot be contacted or, if contacted, is unwilling either to grant or
16 withhold consent; however, where the parent or legal guardian cannot be contacted or, if
17 contacted, is unwilling either to grant or to withhold consent, the provider of medical or dental
18 services shall counsel the minor keeping in mind not only the valid interests of the minor but also
19 the valid interests of the parent or guardian and the family unit as best the provider presumes
20 them;

21 (3) aminor who is the parent of a child may give consent to medical and dental
22 services for the minor or the child;

23 @ notwithstanding (2) of this subsection, a minor may give consent for
24 diagnosis, prevention, termination, or treatment of pregnancy, and for diagnosis and treatment
25 of venereal disease; a person who provides services to a minor under this subsection or who
26 is employed or otherwise associated with a person who provides services to a minor under
21 this subsection may not notify the minor's parent or guardian about the provision of
28 services unless the minor gives written consent to the notification: the minor's physician-
29 patient relationship and the minor's records shall be accorded the confidentiality, privileged
30 status, and privacy protection afforded to other physician-patient relationships and records;
31 (5) the parent or guardian of the minor is relieved of all financial obligation to

CSHB 268()
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the provider of the seivice under this section.
* sec. 5. AS 47.07 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 47.07.067. PAYMENT FOR ABORTIONS, (a) The department shall pay for
abortion procedures under this chapter to the extent permitted under federal law.
(b) An abortion procedure not covered by federal law for aperson otherwise eligible for
assistance under this chapter shall be covered under AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300.
*sec. 6. AS 47.25 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 47.25.197. PAYMENT FOR ABORTIONS. Notwithstanding AS 47.25.200 or any

other provision of law, the department shallprovide medical assistance

WORK DRAFT

payments under

AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300 for the cost of services reasonably necessary for a therapeutic or
elective abortion performed by a physician for a person who is eligible for assistance under
AS 47.07 or AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300.

*sec. 7. AS 08.64.105 and AS 18.16.010 are repealed.

* sec. 8. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

CSHB 268()
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 255 (HES)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors):  REPRESENTATIVES ELLIS, CiDavis, Ulmer

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to a peer counselor program."” I

BEITENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*Section 1. AS47 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:
CHAPTER 18. ADOLESCENT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES. !
Sec. 47.18.010. PEER COUNSELOR PROGRAM, (a) The department shall develop
and implement a continuing statewide program of technical support and assistance to encourage !
school districts, municipalities, and nonprofit corporations incorporated under AS 10.20 that
initiate implementation, or that are considering implementation, of adolescent peer counseling
groups under adult supervision for
(1) prevention of adolescent behavioral patterns that jeopardize physicaland
mental health and that hamper social, educational, and personal development; and
(2) spreading information about services that are available to adolescents to help
them with their health needs.

(b) The program of technical support required under (a) of this section must include

L CSHB 255(HES)

New Text Underlined (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



(1) suggested methods for maintaining a high level of adolescent, parental, and

X community support for peer counseling groups;

(2) workshops, seminars, or other training opportunities for adolescent peer
counselors and their adult leaders; this training must include sessions to
(A) develop interpersonal communications skills;
(B) teach accurate health information, emphasizing sexual development;
(C) provide information about services that are available in the peer
counselors' areas and how those sendees can be obtained forpregnancyprevention,
prenatal care, and healthy life skills; and
(D) encourage adolescents to avoid major risk-taking behavior and to
reinforce responsible behavior and self control;
(3) assistance in selecting appropriate resource materials for the groups; _
(4) recommended mechanisms for effectively monitoring and evaluating the |
activities and accomplishments of the groups; and
(5) other similar services to assist and encourage school districts, municipalities,
and nonprofit corporations incorporated under AS 10.20 in establishing and administering '
adolescent peer counseling groups.

(c) In developing the program of technical support andassistance requiredunder (a) of
this section, the department shall review and consicer the activities and accomplishments in other
states that have developed peer counseling networks. The department shall solicit contributions
of money and expertise from the private sector that may be available for this type of program.

CSHB 255(HES) 2
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track will result in bad legislation that harms people for years to come.
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 268 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors):  REPRESENTATIVES KOPONEN, Boyer, Ellis, Finkelstein, Lincoln, CJDavis, Carney, Donley, Moyer,
Navarre, Ulmer, Gruenberg, Brown, Bruckman

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

4 1 "An Act providing for d woman’s right to choose abortion without governmental

2 interference; protecting the right to use birth control; relating to payment for abortions

3 under Medicaid and general relief medical assistance; and providing for an effective date."

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

5 *Section 1. INTENT. The intent of AS 47.07.067 and AS 47.25.197, enacted by secs. 5 and 6 of

6 this Act, is to provide for payment for abortion services under AS 47.07 (Medicaid program) and

7 AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300 (general relief medical assistance) to the extent that they were provided under

g T AAC 43140, 7 AAC 43825, 7 AAC 43835, 7 AAC 47.210(7), 7 AAC 47.200)), T AAC
o 9 47.290(3) and (5), and related requlations, as they were in effect on April 10, 1991,

10 *Sec. 2. AS 18.16 is amended by adding new sections to read:

11 Sec. 18.16.020. DECLARATION OF PUBLIC POLICY. The legislature finds and
12 declares that an individual decision to commence, prevent, continue, or terminate a pregnancy
13 IS a matter of profound personal choice. It is the public policy of the state to prevent
14 governmental interference with the rights of all individuals to use birth control and the rights of

-1- CSHB 268( )
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1 all women to choose childbirth or to obtain a safe and legal abortion, as described in this chapter.
2 Sec. 18.16.030. PROTECTION OF REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE, (a) Except as provided
3 in AS 18.16.040 and 18.16.050(h), the state, an instrumentality of the state, or a political
4 subdivision of the state may not interfere with a woman's personal choice to commence, prevent,
5 continug, or terminate a pregnancy.

6 (b) The state, an instrumentality of the state, or a political subdivision of the state may
[ not interfere with the use of medically appropriate methods of contraception or abortion or the
8 manner in which medically appropriate methods of contraception or abortion are provided.

9 Sec. 18.16.040. REGULATIONS, (a) The Department of Health and Social Services
10 and the State Medical Board may adopt requlations relating to abortions performed before the
1l point of fetal viability but only if the regulations

12 (1) are designed to protect the life or health of a woman undergoing an abortion;

13 (2) constitute the least restrictive means of furthering the state's interest in the

14 woman's life or health;

15 (3) are consistent with established medical practice; and

16 (4) do not delay, increase the cost of, or limit the availability of an abortion.

17 (b) The Department of Health and Social Services and the State Medical Board may

18 adopt regulations relating to abortions performed after the point of fetal viability, but only if the

19 regulations

20 (1) leave the determination of viahility completely within the professional

2 judgment of the woman's physician and do not interfere with the exercise of that judgment;

22 (2) are designed to protect the health of the fetus without impairing or risking the

23 Impairment of the life or health of the woman undergoing the abortion;

24 (3) constitute the least restrictive means of furthering the state's interest in the

25 health of the woman and the fetus;

26 (4) are consistent with established medical practice; and

2 (5) do not delay, prohibit, or limit the availability of abortion.

28 Sec. 18.16.050. APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAWS, (a) This chapter constitutes the

29 only authority under which the state, an instrumentality of the state, or a political subdivision of

30 the state may regulate abortions. Tothe extent cret other laws of this state authorize regulations

31 that may affect abortions, those faws  shall be construed to be limited by this chapter.
CSHB 268( ) 2
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I (b) This chapter may not be construed to authorize the unlicensed practice of medicine.
2 Sec. 18.16.C90. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter,

3 (1) "interfere with" includes restrict, infringe, prevent, impede, prohibit, limit,
4 penalize, burden, or engage in an activity, whether intentional orunintentional, that creates a
5 disparate treatment or adverse effect;

6 (2) "medically appropriate” means generally recognized as medically safe and
! effective or recommended by a physician in the good faith exercise of the physician's best
8 professional judgment, as requlated by generally accepted standards, licensing requirements for
9 medical facilities, or laws governing theprescription of drugsor medical devices;

10 (3) "pregnancy" means the reproductive process beginning with the implantation
11 of a fertilized ovum in the uterus;
12 (4) "viability" means the point at which, in the professional judgment of the

13 woman's physician, based upon the particular facts of the case, there is a reasonable likelinood
14 of sustained survival of the fetus outside the woman's uterus, with or without artificial aid.

15 Sec. 18.16.100. SHORT TITLE. This chapter may be cited as The Reproductive Privacy

16 Acl

17 *Sec. 3. AS (8.64.326(a) is amended to read:

18 () The board may impose a sanction if the board finds after a hearing that a licensee

19 (1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation;

20 (2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation while providing

2 professional services or engaging in professional activities;

22 (3) advertised professional services in a false or misleading manner,

23 (4) has been convicted, including conviction based on a guilty plea or plea of nolo

24 contendere, of

25 (A) afelony or other crime if the felony or other crime is substantially

26 related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of the licensee; or

21 (B) @ crime involving the unlawful procurement, sale, prescription, or

28 dispensing of drugs;

29 (5) has procured, sold, prescribed, or dispensed drugs in violation of a law,

30 regardless of whether there has been a criminal action;

31 (6) intentionally or negligently permitted the performance of patient care by
i CSHB 268( )
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1 persons under the licensee's supervision that does not conform to minimum professional
2 standards even if the patient was not injured;
3 (7) failed to comply with this chapter, aregulation adopted under this chapter, or
4 an order of the hoard;
5 (8) has demonstrated
6 (A) professional incompetence, gross negligence, or repeated negligent
! conduct; the board may not hase a finding of professional incompetence solely on the
8 basis that a licensee’s practice is unconventional or experimental in the absence of
9 demonstrable physical harm to a patient;
10 (B) adaiction to, severe dependency on, or hahitual overuse of alcohol or
1l other drugs that impairs the licensee’s ability to practice safely;
12 (C) unfitness because of physical or mental disability;
13 (9) engaged in unprofessional conduct or in lewd or immoral conduct in
14 connection with the delivery of professional services to patients;
15 (10) has violated a regulation adopted under AS 18.16.040 TAS 18.16.0101;
16 (11) hes violated any code of ethics adopted by regulation by the board;
17 (12) has denied care or treatment to a patient or person seeking assistance from
18 the physician if the only reason for the denial is the failure or refusal of the patient to agree to
19 arbitrate as provided in AS 09.55.535(a); or
20 (13) has had a license or certificate to practice medicing in another state or
2 territory of the United States, or a province or territory of Canada suspended or revoked unless
22 the suspension or revocation was caused by the failure of the licensee to pay fees to that state,
23 territory, or province.
24 *sec. 4, AS09.65.100(a) is amended to read:
25 () Medical and dental services for minors are governed bv the following provisions:
26 [EXCEPT AS PROHIBITED UNDER AS 18.16.010(a)(3),]
2 (1) aminor who is living apart from the minor's parents or legal guardian and
28 who is managing the minor's own financial affairs, regardless of the source or extent of income,
29 may give consent for medical and dental services for the minor;
30 (2) aminor may give consent for medical and dental services if the parent or legal
31 guardian of the minor cannot be contacted or, if contacted, is unwilling either to grant or
CSHB 268( ) &
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1 withhold consent; however, where the parent or legal guardian cannot be contacted or, if
2 contacted, is unwilling either to grant or to withhold consent, the provider of medical or dental
3 services shall counsel the minor keeping in mind not only the valid interests of the minor but also
4 the valid interests of the parent or guardian and the family unit as best the provider presumes
5 them;
6 (3) aminor who is the parent of a child may give consent to medical and dental
1 services for the minor or the child;
8 (4) notwithstanding (2) of this subsection, a minor may give consent for
9 diagnosis, prevention, termination, or treatment of pregnancy, and for diagnosis and treatment
10 of venereal disease, regardless of whether the parent or legal guardian of the minor can be
1l contacted:;
12 (5) the parent or guardian of the minor is relieved of all financial obligation to

13 the provider of the service under this section.
14 *Sec. 5. AS 47.07 is amended by adding a new section to read:

15 Sec. 47.07.067. PAYMENT FOR ABORTIONS, (a) The department shall pay for
16 abortion procedures under this chapter to the extent permitted under federal law.

17 (b) An abortion procedure not covered by federal law for a personotherwise eligible for
18 assistance under this chapter shall be covered under AS 47.25.197.

19 * Sec. 6. AS 47.25 is amended by adding a new section to read:

20 Sec. 47.25.197. PAYMENT FOR ABORTIONS. Notwithstanding AS 47.25.200 or any
2 other provision of law, the department shall providemedical assistance payments under
22 AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300 for the cost of services reasonably necessary fora therapeutic or
23 elective abortion performed by a physician for a person who is eligible for assistance under

24 AS 47.07.067(b) or AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300.
25 *Sec. 7. AS 08.64.105 and AS 18.16.010 are repealed.
26 *Sec. 8 This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

5 CSHB 268( )
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BOX 7121

ADDRESS
KETHCIKAN 99901
CHURCH
KETCHIKAN 99901
S. CHURCH

KETCHIKAN 99901

43 WALTER KRAUSS, L.D.S, CHURCH

P.

al.

BOX 2242

5. CLARENCE TENNEY, L.D.S.

P.

0.

BOX 1004

6 r RAYMOND KOLEAN
6069A S. TONGASS
7. GREGORY S.
836 BROWN DEER KB

8. SUEAN GASS
V*®'"- 719 GRANT ST.

9. JIFfefITH MILLER
Y.mWFf 637 MAIN ST.

Olw

15
9

26

>:"

KOLEAN

4ll

KETCHIKAN 99901
CHURCH

UARD COVE 99928

KETCHIKAN 99901

KETCHIKAN 9990i

KETCHIKAN 99901

KETCHIKAN 99901

v
FXFL IV &

PHONE
247-982-1
225-9289
225-0*45
225-V-c
225-4363
225-:AV

2j-nc
225-3482

225-5540

4a**

TILL NO.
HB26C

HB260
IR
HB26F)
HK268
HB268
HB268

HB260
HB268

4 i% - -

#H#SHS "3gfs
M .



Fookdkk ), K
*
* DELIVER TO

Lt

* ORIGINAL

* SENT: K TIMF 1400
* FROM.
* SUBJECT: 9i-04-126.FS,HD 2611,4-
* PRINT DATE 04/75/91 TIMF 14 00
KVMMFKH*F X35 p ot Sy P>
SUBJECT LINC HI 1. U NO.. .l .o . . hJ;m
T\C NO: 0. 1.
DATE:
SPONSOR: m.\6 )
SUBJECT: Hi 760. hb 7 4 . i
MODERATOR
SITE: ANCHORAGE
00 % FINAL STATS
Rar e v v v v v e o
TESTIFIED: .
NAMES\ REPRESENT IN. ADDRIi:tSS I”"UIN.
~yy THFDA H’-,- =m 4 E
TO BONNIE L. Jni. won & L Jem
i HtfV, -v.
Rk = o o
UNABLE:
1- EBANPIS T HURLLI 000 U 11111 25u- 7avu 2 aJ
2. AVETWITT 3605 ARCTIC BLVD 92281 561-2201 268
3; N fON" RAMPTON 9711 TAKLO CIR..ER 694-9503 247
4 . ILEEN SFIr 0209 MADTNT i?.99507 N»" *74A 26 P
a_ FCcINDA KINGKADL 10* 100804,995 H. Jji.: 1loa J6u
i SY) iK 2200ARCTIC,99503 277-6731 268
7 .\VJAHIE BOLLEMRAOI BOX 201044,99520 276-2258 268
8. SUSAN ANSIIn. i8t>44 iurriN WL 37, 2460 261
9. NIyJMAEL GRAF 215 INA.FBX.99701 456-3367 268
10/* " iaH MOFFATT BOX 201586 344-2443 268
FAF HURDLE PLANNED PARENTHOOD 563-2229 268
12_:.m.GA, wise 1101 CORDOVA 0229 277-1330 260
13. JOANNE MOSESIAN 13700 SPEC KING RD. 345-3195 268
. 14. _ELEANOR SPERVAK 1700 EASTR2DGE DR. 277-9616 268
) 1S. . 10MWN- WH I SMAN 4700 E 113TH 346-3238 268
M. . 16;-.JOANNE MECKSTRO1H 3020 MINNESOTA DR. 276-4767 260
17. _DOUG' SCHHEDLLR 3321 E 41ST AVE.99508 563-3554 268
*****~
NAMES REPRESLN: i>u ADDRESS THUHL. ML * nu.
1 JHYHNA MAYNARD 2237 FOREST PARK DR ,99517
2. "JOANNE MODE! 1226 S ST. 277-4 305 768
3. ED.PAUELEQ. 330! LKSHIR DR,99517 I 43- 2449 268
4. JOEL UIErtAN 2576 TURNAGAIN CWAY 776-7374 240
5. SAH KITO 4126 ArQLLO
*s 6.Mt"tFSCOLDULE(SP> 245 OCEANVIEW 545-6316 268
7... ROBERTA J. UASSELL 6421 RIDGE TREE 346-2337 263
*em «JgaN®PPONHOLT2
colm PP\ by 55k KyyFARpyiok
TESTIFIED:
UNABLE: . 17
I OBSERVEN: "
h s g
o W TIME. PoOO ENDINO TIME  © cg
/ )- * - _'4"|€*.-



Lio 1T 7 7 daddl Uy, 1L T -

X PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:16
X
XXXXX XXX XX PXX X XXXX*E XX PXX XX XXX XXX PX XXX XX XX* XX XX XX X iga

N
* #
*®» X
* ORIGINAL -
X S'ENT™: 04725791 TIME :10:15 * , O
« FROM: LTCCBAR * J
* SUBJECT: 91 -04 -126; FSi HB268; 4 -25 * 8
#
X

SUBJECT LINE TO READ TCNO, ;PL/FS ;SHORI SUBJECT ;DAIE
T/C NO: 91-04-126

DATE : 4-25-91

SPONSOR: H, HESS

SUBJECT: MULTIPLE BILLS

MODERATOR: ROGER

SITE: BARROW

REVISED FINAL STATS

SOCK X X X XX WX X XXX XX X X XK XXX XXX XXX XX XXX X X XX XXX X XXX XXX XXX XKXXXXXXXX
TESTIFIED

NAME/Z/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO,
2 DEBBIE HILDERBRAND, NSB HB 268
3,

4*

5*

X XXX XX XXXXXXXXX XXX X XXX XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XX XX XXXXXXX XXX KX XXX XX XXX
OBSERVED

NAME/RERESENT ING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO,
1, CHARLES GOLDSMITH, AST, BOX 870 HB 268
4,

5.
XOXOEXOXXX XX XXX XX XXX XXX XX XXXXXKXXXX XXXX XX XXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX X
TESTIFIED: 1

UNABLE: 0]

OBSERVED: X 1

TOTAL.: X n

START TIME: 8:00 A_M. END TIME: 10:00 A.M.



KX X XXX X XX XX X XX XX X X #B-X-XX X X XX X XXX XX XX XXX X-XX XXX X X XX-XXXX

x DELIVER TO: L,-ISCUES X

[ ¢
i X
« ORIGINAL X
X S"ENT : 04/25/91 TIME: 09:58 X
« FROM: I._TCCBET X
« SUBJECT: 91-04-126iFSiHB 268,4/25 X
« PRINT DATE: ©4/25/91 TIME; 09:58

X
XX XX XX XX XK XXX X X XXX XX XX XXX XX XXX X XXX XX XX XHX XXX XX XX

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO.jPL/FS;SHORT SUBJECTjJDATE

1/C NO: 91-04-126
DATE: APRIL 25, 1991
SPONSOR: <bB HESS
SUBJECT: HB 268,247,248
MODERATOR: JANET

SITE: BETHEL

FINAL STATS LIST

X XXX XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX XX XX XXX RN XXXXXXXXXXXAKXXNXXN K XXX XXXX
TESTIFIED

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO
PABMNEM KINEGAKBOX 528, BET 543-3685 HB 268
CATHY FEASTERBOX 1345, BET 543-3276 HB 268

XXX XXXXX AKX XX KK XX XXX XK XX XXX KXK KK XXX XX XX XXX X XXX XK XX o
XX XXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XX XXX XX XXX X XX X coX X X XXX XX XXX XX AXXX X %X XX XX

TESTIFIED:
UNABLE:
OBSERVED:
TOTAL:

START TIME: 8:00AM END TIME:



X @@ XXX X X XXXXXX I X XXX XXXXXXXX 9m-XXXXXXX X=X XXX X XXXXXXXXX

X - X
X DELIVER TO: LHSCHES X
X X
X X
X ORIGINAL X
X SENT: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:35 X
X FROM: LTCCFBX X
*{ SUBJECT: 91 -04-1 26 iFS ;1-1B268;4-25 X
X PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:35 X
X X
XX X XXX XXX XXX XXX o XX X XXX XXX X XX XXXXXXXXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XX

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO*;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT ;DATE

T/C NO: 91-04-126

DATE: APRIL 25, 1991
SPONSOR: HOUSE HESS

SUBJECT: HB 268: HB 247: HB 248
MODERATOR: FRAN

SITE: FAIRBANKS

FINAL STATS

XXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXL XXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXXXXXX XXX XXXXX XX
TO TESTIFY

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
CK. PATRICK SHIER, 112 MARYLEIGH,FBX,99701 452- 4534 H.B268
LIZ GRAY, 215 IMA ST,,FBX,99701 456-3367 MB268
JEANNE BYRNES, 260 FAIR PLACE,FBX,99712 457-2179 HB268

JOHN GOGH II.L JR., 854 KEELING RD*,FBX, 99711 488-7786 HB268

DOUG DUFFETT, 1162 HAYES AVEL ,FBX, 99709 479-2197 1-1B268

V PHILIP NICE, 1648 SKYFLIGMT,FBX,99709 455-6072 HB268

MARY ANN BORCHERT, 1758 CHENA RIDGE,FBX,99709 479-2087HB268
,w  GENEVIEVE CARBOY, 5253 OLD RIDGE TRAIL,FBX. 99709 479-2333

NATHALIE SANTORA, 286 ESTER DR.,FBX,99709 479-2147 1-IB268
D.A. MCGIL.VARY, 504 MONROE,FBX,99701 456-4875 HB268
SUSAN YANISIi, 602 LATHROP, FBX, 99701 456-2488 HB268

. GRANT MATHEKE, 2064 COLDSTREAM FBX, 99709 455-6470 1-1B263
3. MYRT CHARNEY, 304 SALTER DR.,FBX,99701 451-6207 HB268

4. THOMAS BYRNES, 260 FAIEPLACE,FBX,b99707 457-2179 HB268

XXXIXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX—XX AXXEXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XX
OBSERVED

%AME/RERESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
*

4.

5*
XX XOOKXXKXO0K XX XX XXX XXX KX X XK XX XX OO KX XX XXX XXX X Jm XX XX X XX XX XXX
TESTIFIED: 4

UNABLE: 10

OBSERVED: 0

TOTAL: 14

START TIME: 8:00 A.M. END TIME: 10:00 A._M.



-X-XXXXX*XXXXXXXXXXXXXX*XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX-X— X XX X XXX

x DELIVER TO: LHSCHES

= ORIGINAL

*« FROM: LTCCGLN

X SUBJECT: 91-04-126,FS,PRIVACY ACT
X PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:17

X

X
*
X
X
X
X SENT: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:16 X
X
X
X
X
X XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX X XXX XXXBPXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XX XXX X

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO.;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

T/C NO: 91 -4 126
DATE: ©4-25-91
SPONSOR: <H> HESS
SUBJECT: REPRO*PRIVACY AC:
MODERATOR BOB CARNAHAN VTS
: GAKON <S
nhal STATS

WPeFeX X X X X X X X «mmEX X X XX XX XX XXX XXXXXXXKXXXKXXXX XX XXX XXX XXX XXKXXK XXX X
TESTIFIED

HE/REPRESENTING ADDRESS RHONE BILL NO.
BOB CARNAHAN BOX 228 GAKONA 99586 822-3571 HB 268
CARON BOEHMLER BOX 120 GAKONA 99586 822 -3004 HB 268
ALTHEA HIJGES BOX GAKONA 99586 822-3896 HB 268
ALEN LEMAS"I"ERS BOX 222 GAKONA 99586 822-3696 HB 268

5% LINDA GERTH BOX 245 GAKONA 99586 822-5898  HB 268
CI-ILCH MCMAHAN BOX 113 GAKONA 99586 822-3553  HB 268
JIM GERTH BOX 245 GAKONA 99586 822-5898 HB 268

0.

XXX XXX XXXXX X XXXXXPXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XX XX
OBSERVED

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE siLL NO.
1. MRS. BOB CARNAHAN BOX 228 GAKONA %9586 822- 3571 HB 268
.. DONA CALCOTE BOX 665 COPPER CENTER 99588 822- 3897 HB 268

3.



it DELIVER TO: LHSCHES *
it *
X #
it ORIGINAL *
it SENT: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:51 *
it FROM: LTCCGLN *
SuUBJECT : 91-04-126 ,FS ,PRIVACY ACT it
it PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:51 X
it if

igticitEs- | it intitEE it Hott-BootEhahfEtaaibotat: itEocEEaocE

SUBJECT I-INE TO READ: TC NO*;Pi./FS;SHORT SUBJECT; BATE

T/C NO: 91-04-126

DATE: 04-25-91
SPONSOR: CH) HESS
SUBJECT: REP,PRIVACY ACT
MODERATOR:  PATSY HILL
SITE: GLENNALLEN

FINAL STATS

itifitHGHOORtiatt HOAOOE-HORHGgttE.: tidRtatttattHotHOGOguoaaOatOariaEtGaY \f

TESTIFIED
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRES S PHONE BILL NO.
ALFRED KRINKE BOX 545 GLENNALLEN99588 322-3390 HB 268
SANDY FLOYD BOX 249 GLENNALLEN 99588 822-5356 HB 263
3. SCOTT YAHRBOX 223 GLENNALLEN 99588 822-5212 HB 268
4. CATHERINE PERRETTBOX 53 GLENNALLEN 822-3527 HB 268
5 PAMEL POLITO BOX 171 GLENNALLEN 99588 822-3453 HB 268
PEPEIF IRt IEItItItItit it it X X -X-Xititit X it X Xitititifif it Xit Xit X Xititit X Xitit Exitititit Xitit-itit ititift X if x
OBSERVED
%AME/RERESENTaNG ADDRES S PHONE BILL NO.
»
2.
3*
4.
5.
Xt ititit if X it X -X-Xit XX XX it X X if XX it it-it X X-Xitit X it -Xit it X it- itit it it it itititit-Xitititititit X itit-it itivieitivititft
TESTIFIED: 2
UNABLE: 3
OBSERVED:
TOTAL: 5

START TIME: 3:00 END TIME: i0:05AM

il



ititititit itGttttaGtatttGHtHHaHaGHGGHHHHGOGGtIGtGGRGLGGGGGGG
it it
o« DELIVER TO: LHSCHES *
it it
it it
RIGINAL it
ﬁt gENT: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:10 it
ft FROM: LTCCHOM ft
ft SUBJECT: 91 -04-126; FS ;H*HESS ;4 25-9i ftt
ft PRINT DATE 04/25/91 TIME: 10:10
it it

S@JIECT LINE TO READ: TC NO,;PL/FSS HOET SUBJECT ;DATE

T/C NO: 91 ....04126
DATE : APRIL 2°~. 1991
SPONSOR: HOUSE HESS
SUBJECT: HB 268
MODERATOR CHARLENE

SITE: HOMER

FINAL STATS

it jro YOt XX K ) « ftftftfefefeftftftfeftfeftfefeftftfefefefefefefeftftfeftfef-feitfeftitfrititititfeftitititititfitititit

TESTIFYING
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
KIM SMITH, KBFPC,BOX 2742 ,HOMER 99603 235-3436 1-1B268

$0 SUSAN KERNES, KBFPC,BOX 2742, HOMER 235-3436 HB268

4 A

.
ititinticfaadtaduatadaatatatidtuttatuaodtaadududtidtffaatutattiatttadtaaduataaciatc
OBSERVING

%AME/RERESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
2.

.
fatdtatoaduattatuaatatadadtdadtititftataatiattttattcdfataaadttdutaaatucatatait
TESTIFIED: 2

UNABLE: 0

OBSERVED: 9

TOTAL:



Tad LAX [y XIALXX wddX T u A ALLKDIVICUJILX U, AAK JJLL. d
- i
9 DELIVER TO: L..MSCHEES W PO
G «
x ORIGINAL
9 SENT: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:57 «
FROM: LTCCGLN

m SUBJECT: 91-04-126,FS,PRIVACY ACT
* PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 12:32 «
D¢ X

X X Xit MX Xitititititititit X itititititititititititititititititititititititititititititititititit

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NOPL/FS ;SHORT SUBJECT; DATE

T/C NO: 91-04-126

DATE: 04-25-91
SPONSOR: CH) HESS
SUBJECT: REP.PRIVACY ACT
MODERATOR:  RUTH MCHENRY VTS
SITE: KENNY LAKE

FINAL STATS

itititititititititit X itifitit-ititititit X itViititititititit X itit itititXitXitititviitX itititX itititititititit itXitit

TESTIFIED

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
"#> RUTH MCHENRY HC60 BOX 30A-TCOPPER CENTER 822-3644 HB 268

KATIE HELKENN HC60 BOX 306 COPPER CENTER 822-3469 HB 268
w SCOTT DAVIS HC60 BOX 154 COPPER CENTER 822-3387 HB 268
g- 99573

PEItIEITitX Vit Bt it X it Xemt it it JmeX X it Xitit Xitititit ititititdmX it Xit X X XX X X @ it o« Xit X Xititititifitit

OBSERVED

iAME/RERESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL MO.

(2 TN

TESTIFIED: 3

UNABLE:
OBSERVED:
TOTAL: 3



' A

\x/:JOVE JOXe«e X JOJOV: ) JO00- 00 0000 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 G- 0000 00 00 00JO 00 00 0000 00 B0 C0JO00 00 00 00 00 00 00 -% 00X 00000 «» 00 0D

® DELIVER TO: LHSCHES «

c

&ORIGINAL

« S"ENT : 04/25/91 TIME: 10:36 E
FROM - LI10CKOD

« SUBJECT: 91 -04-126 >FS;HB 268; 4-25 -91 13

ﬁ PRINT DATE 04/25/91 TIME: 10:37 E

ftftitifitxitititit ifititgeftititfeft ftit-X-it-ftft X if ftit-ititit-it-it-it-it it-it- it it- it- it- it- it- it- it- X it it- it- it it- it-

T/C NO: 91-04-126
gﬁéﬁ- . 4/25/91 - THURSDAY
SOR: HOUSE HESS COMMITTEE
SUBJECT: HB 268 - REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT
gﬁp RATOR:  LQRNA STEELMAN
. KODIAK LID

FINAL STATS

it-it-it-ft ft ftit-ft ftit-ft ft ft ft ft e fefeftftfefeit-fe feft fefefefefefe feftftfefefefeit-ft feftftit-fe ftfeft ft-ft ft ft feit- £t ftit-fe ftfefefefe

TESTIFIED:
BILL NO..
DOROTHY WEEKS, BOX 1428 - KODIAK 99615, 486-6171 HB 268

CATHY LINDSEY, 3162 SPRUCE CAPE R D - KODIAK 99615, 486-5625

WERE HERE TOTESTIFY BUT UNABLE BECAUSE TIME RAN OUT:

3* CATHY WILSON, BOX 2038 - KODIAK 99615, 487-2379

4. LINDA FREED, S*R. 3295 - KODIAK 99615, 486-5314

5 KERMIT REPPOND, 1616 SELIEF LAME - KODIAK 99615, 486-6573
6.. BELINDA LACE, 298 SHAHAFKA - KODIAK 99615, 486-6248,

7. MICHAEL GREEN, S.R* 11020 - KODIAK 99615, 487-2468,

itftfudtitffrfacdtcttistfttatFtiFEtEtUt.  fiadtidftattdtfodtticEitastdhdtiddttitdtiac
OBSERVED:
1. LETITILA RAUB, BOX 3663 - KODIAK 99615, 487-2782 HB 268

TESTIFIED: 2
UNABLE: 5
OBSERVED: 1
TOTAL: 8

START TIME:  8:00 AM END TIME:  10:05 AM



XXXK XXXXXXx € XXEXXXXXXXXXEXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

X X
x DELIVER TO: LHSCHES *
* X
X X
X ORIGINAL *
o SENT: 04/23/V1 TIME: 11:46 * *
* FROM: LIQCKGT * N3
X SUBJECT: 91 -04-126;FS;HB268;4-25 *
« PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:46 *
X X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXBXXXXEXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XY X XX

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO *jPL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT ;DATE

T/C NO: 91-04-126
DATE: 4-23-91

SPONSOR: (H) HESS

SUBJECT: HB 268, ETC

MODERATOR DOUG NEAL AND KAREN JOHNSON
SITE: KOTZEBUE

FINAL STATS

XXX XXX XX XXXX XXX XXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXX XXX XXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXK XXX X XXX XXX
TESTIFIED

;AME/REPRESENTIMG ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
.

XXXXXXXXXXXXX@mYXXXXXEXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXXXXX
OBSERVED

NAME/RERESENTING ADDRESS PH?%% BILL NO.
1. KATHY GARFIELD/WOMEN®"S SHELTER, BOX 236 447-3311 HB 268
%- TIA WAKGLEE/SELF, BOX 341 442-3341 B 268
4.

.
XX XXX XXX XXX XXXXXXXXXXX KX XXXX XXX XXX XXX XKXX XX IMEX XXX XXX XKRX X XXX XXX XXX
TESTIFIED: 0

UNABLE: 0]

OBSERVED:
TOTAL 9

START TIME: 8:00 AM END TIME: 10:00 AM



XXXXXXXXXXX XX XXXAEXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXEXEXXXXXXX XXX XXX
X X

X DELIVER TCO: LilISCHE™S

X X
X X !

* ORIGINAL

X SENT 04725791 TIME: 11:24 X n
X FROM LTCCMAT X n
X SUBJECT: 126FS H HE'S REPRO PRVCY 4/25/1 X

X PRINTDATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:24 *

X »

X I X XX XX XX XXX XXX XX XXX XXXX XXXXX XX XXPXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX X

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO,; PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

T/C NO: 91-04-126

DATE: 4/25/91

SPONSOR: H HESS

SUBJECT: REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY - HB 268
MODERATOR: MARY, DEBBIE

SITE: MAT-SU LIO

FINAL STATS

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXAEXXXXXXKAEX XXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX9mKXXXXX XX XXX

TESTIFIED:
~EFIDICK STOEFFEL- 1352 PIONEER PEAK DR WASILLA 99687 1-1B268
"HEATHER I..BE HCO1 BX 6306 PALMER 99645 HB268

XXX XX XXX XXXX XXX XXX XXX X XXX XX XX X XHXX XX XXXXXXXXXXXX XX XXX XXX XXX X
UNABLE TO TESTIFY:

NAME/Z/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
1 MARTIE ROZKYDAL POB 400 PALMER 99645 HB268
2 LOIS KNAPP POB 940232 HOUSTON 99694 HB268

3 CAROLINE DEMIENTIEFF HC 30 BX 5569-NE WASILLA 99687 HB268

XXXXXPXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXEXRXEXXXXXX @ XX XXX X XXX X

jBSERVED:

XXX XXFAXX XXX X XXX XX XXXXX XX XXX XXX XK XX PXXX XXX XXX XX XX XX XXX X PEX XXX XX XX
TESTIFIED: 2

UNABLE: 3

OBSER"MNG:

TOTAL 5

START TIME: 8 AM END TIME: 10 AM

(O y—



XOOXXXXXXXOXEXXXXXXXXXXXPXXXXXXXXXXXI@MOX0OXXXXXX-XXXXXXX XX0

X X
x DELIVER TO: LITSCi-IES X
X %
X X
* ORIGINAL *
« SENT: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:59 *
X FROM: LIOCF*SG #
X SUBJECT: 91 -04-126; II.HESS ;4/25 X
X PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:59 *
X X
DI F@)< XX X-X HeX X OFX X XX X X X XXX XX XXX XX XX XXX X XX XX §eX-00X X 00X 00

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO.;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

T/C NO: 91-04-126

DATE: 04/25/9i

SPONSOR: HOUSE HESS
SUBJECT: HB 268
MODERATOR : DOROTHY PENTTI LA
SITE: PETERSBURG

PARTICIPANT LIST

FINAL STATS

00X X XX X XXX XOXXXXXXXX00XXX0X0XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXOX XX 000X 000000X X 00X X X

TESTIFIED
NAME/REPRESENT ING A DDRESS PIIGNE BILL NO.
MARLENE CUSHING BOX 1356 772-4779 ITB 268

0%

COALITION OF ALASKANS FOR CHOICE PETERSBURG

ROXANE L, LEE BOX  74° 772-3256 IIB 268
SELF AMD BPW

XXX XXXX0000XX XXX X0000X 000X X 00X000XX00X0XXXXXXXX0XXX0000X 00X XXX0XX X0X X0000X 00X X 00

OBSERVED
NAME/RERESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
1. DENISE GUBERNICK BOX 775 772-3087 ITB268

3.

COALITION OF ALASKANS FOR CHOICE PETERSBURG

SUSAN ERICKSON BOX 53 772-9237 HB268
BPW
KELVIN SCHUBERT BOX 437 772-4408

X X X X 00000000X X X 00000000000000X 00X 00X 000000 X 00000000000000000000000000C0X X X X X X X X X 000000X 00000000X 00X X X 0000

TESTIFIED: -2-
UNABLF. : -0-
OBSERVED: -3™
TOTAL: -5-

START TIME- 9 00AM Af f\kA



* DELIVER TOTr-iiHSCHES o

* ot
ojf
of ORIGINAL o |
* - 04/25/91 TIME: 10:49 of
d I-ﬁM/l: LIOCSIT o <
« SUBJECT = 91-04-i26 i FS:HHESS :4-25-91 ot
F PRINT DATE:  04/25/91 TIME: 10=49 ot
o ot

DY ICHIX YN K WOF i K e OF OF 00 OF-it-OFOF OF OFOFOf OF OFOFOFOF Of Y CF-if FCFCF 0D OF OFOFOf CF

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO*;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

T/C NO: 91-04-126
DATE: APRIL 25, 1991
SPONSOR: HOUSE HESS
SUBJECT: HB 268
MODERATOR THERESA U.YMAN
SITE = SITKA

FINAL STATS LIST

DOV Y. Y. y.y. m  Eif ) X Ny H#K OFFOFAFFOFAKAOOLOLAOf Ot Ct-ACLO st Ot OfoL Ct

WERE HERE TO TESTIFY

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO*
y&t CHARLES HORAN, BOX 2003, SITKA 99835 HB 268

"0Ob RYAN MILLER, BOX 992, SITKA 99835

3* BRUCE CONINE, 614 MERRILL ST, SITKA 99835

4* SUSAN JENSEN, BOX 464, SITKA 99835

5 JULIA LADUKE, ill FINN ALLEY, SITKA 99835

6* MARY SOLTIS, 615 DEGROFF, SITKA 99835

7 SUSAN KANES, 431 VERSTOVIA AVE, SITKA 99835

8 RUTH MCKENZIE, BOX 1922, SITKA 99835

9* KAREN CHRISTNER, 301 WORTMAN LOOP, SITKA 99835

10* VERA ZABQRSKE, 3488-A HPR, SITKA 99835

11* SHERRI SCHAUWECKER, 1310 EDGECOMBE DRIVE,SITKA 99835 HB 268
«if itEOFALOLX Otes AQALOLAIOFALOLOLO0C QX X 00X CFOFX X Ot-X00if « X if X OFX-X X 00 if J@Cf X Of OFCf if FOf FOFOFF FAFOF X X FFOF O OF

OBSERVED

NAME/Z/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO*
1* DOUG JENSEN, BOX 464, SITKA 99835 HB 268
2* RUSSELL CAMERON, 435 VERSTOVIA, SITKA 99835 HB 268
3* SHIRLEY DEMMERT, 316 WORTMAN LOOP, SITKA 99835 HB 268
4* TERI LUNDY, BOX 2975, SITKA, AK 99835 HB 268
5 CLEO K* STOKES, BOX 2282, SITKA 99835 HB 268
6* BILL DONNELLY, BOX 2584, SITKA 99835 HB 268
7. PAULA DONNELLY. BOX 2584, SITKA 99835 HB 268
8 ALICE CAMERON, 435 VERSTOVIA, SITKA 99835 HB 268
9* JOHN MONNIN, 1801 ALDERWAY APT C, SITKA n9835 HB 268
10* DANIEL G* REAR, 1007 HPR, SITKA 99835 HB 268

TR AFFAXFFTFAFAOFFAFAAFAXRFAFAFAFAFXFFAFAXFFAFAFFAFAFTFAFFAFXFXFKFA XIS FFOFOF CF

TESTIFIED; 02
UNABLE: 07
OBSERVED: 12
TOTAL: 21



X X=X X X X X XX it if 1Fif X if if o» it X if itit it it itX ititit itititif ititit¥ it-itiitititititititititifitithe | 1

it
it DELIVER TO: LHSCi-IES it
it K
it if
it ORIGINAL )-{

©4/25/91 TIME: 11:05

if FROM: LTCCGLN it
it SUBJECT: 91 =04-126, FS ,PRIVACY ACT i
it PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:05 :E
it

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO.;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

T/C NO: 91-04-126

DATE: 04-25-91

SPONSOR: <H> HESS

SUBJECT: REP .PRIVACY ACT
MODERATOR: THELMA SCHRANK VTS
SITE: SLANA

FINAL STATS

TESTIFIED

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
<f> MARY LOU THOMAS SLANA 99586 N/ZA HB 268

OBSERVED

NAME/RERESENTIMG ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
1* SANDY GARBER SLANA 99586 N/ZA HB 268
2* THELMA SCHRANK SR BOX 380 GAKONA 99586 822-3426 HB 269
3.

4*

5.

TESTIFIED: 1

UNABLE:
OBSERVED:
TOTAL;

START TIMﬁ: 8:00 ENu TIME: 10:05AM
< m m i Yin? T



XX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XPgX X X XXX mXXXXXXXX XXX XXX

X X
* DELIVER TO: LHSCHES* X
X X
X X
X GRIG NAL X 9
* SEMI 04/25/91 TIME: 10:31 %
* FROM LTCCSOL X
* SUBJECT: 91 -04-1 26 WS ;HB26S;4-25 X
X PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:31 *
X X
ENNH  HPRX XXX XX XX XX XXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XX

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO.;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT ;DATE

B/AQl_g\lO 91-04-126

. -25-9
SPONSOR: :OUgE hESS
SUBJECT: HB268
SPTET™"  Soloomwa

FINAL STATS LIST

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXKXXXXXXKXXKXXX XXX XXXX XXX XXXXX XXX
TESTIFYING

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BTI L NO.
MARIE PENROD/BOX 40i6,SOL ;99669 262-6795 HB268
(2> RUS*S PENROD/ i
>31 PEGGY MIJLLEN/43955 STERLING HUY,99669 262-7715 I
4. NANCY ROLLINS/BOX 1492, 99669 262-2622 1
S. KAREN MCGAKAN/RT 1,BOX 767;99611 283-4219 i
6. DENNIS CARLSON/BOX 1113; 99611 °
7. VERONICA KESSLER/1010 MINKE,99611 283-5316 L
8. REBECCA PERRY/BOX 3623;99611 262-3995 u
9. ANN PENCE/URCC/325 S. SPRUCE;996ii 283-9479 L
10.

XXX XXX XX XXX XXXXXXKXXXXKXXKXXXXKXXXXKXXXXXKXXXXXX XXX XX XX XXX XX XXX X
OBSERVING

1+

g,
é-*
XXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX JmXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXPXXXXXX XXX XXX

TESTIFIED: 02

UNABLE: 07
OBSERVED 00

ToTAaL: 09

START TIME: 8:05

I W



Alagka Pcte Skt e

: SUBJECT OF MEETING:
House of Stepresentatiues

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH. EDUCATION
AND SOCIAL SERVICES HB 268 REPRODUCTI DN PRIVACY ACT

DATE: April 25 , 1991 PLACE: capitoi Room 106
DO YOU WANT WHAT SUBJECT/
NAVE REPRESENTING  BUSINESS/PERSONAL MAILNGADDRESS ~ ZIP (H PHONE (W) PHONE TOTESTIFY? WHICH BILL?
c/Wrouc
" . L-ICC* X 'L A
V & I5P rc(p MVCAACIVAKJIK-H S /rXTh VT.  J"0fMc*Ao )Xzl g N S U
£x// -
A< E&e~- sd /1t 7-701/2- 4/T-W 34 =
/p/t/Ja. M . Y
_ t
DjaA O 57% J N f'w g
G/0ts<zj&/S*/e ySnceaf—

v frtui A- A/S/M*d7~ yMi/ilev; /9T 78&-&SS- N <f£<ff
/5/0 Ahc/OeRShoKF S/2L.r 90y 070 cgn( . \TA ?? > 22 -frex \ a(,i
V im. TT\f -Uoirihi1lhA saPr 6 (4 <28 /i729.,. ,90227) Th-AJYS- 1BZE>bb ¢ &N S& B

SelJt 3b~A> 3SfO?~1 ~hsuMjhze *19%0¢ 9-"?ay Y m<e 3-CZ°
sz // /W E£/*$/-A*E 9XfZ 732-Ff0  7J?-22S5 Yoo<s? 228 7i
Wof to t THCP L £EX 2 W 267/ Y u ?
-———— V— ’ ' $
. N
sIp ju <1 A £/ m "EP

Page 3 of



i\lajMka £7MtaiE tuiyimuuut

SUBJECT OF MEETING:
House of Mepresentatfueo

2 sesomerion v
DATE: April 25 , 1091 PLACE: Capitol Roon 106
NAVE REFEENING BLANESFERSONL MILNGATRES 2P (HFHOE  (WRHONE D woan
-&«A¥ @< B\ MAYU  Stod ®VOHT ttim o N c
i\ﬂw WB3 ITE'ZchﬂJngjsm i 1P Sk Y -N
Ad/i faviodh PO/ w-m, 8>y N aw
IOAMEIYU  mg ™ pxs8e& 87 s JBRL () 267
o i NN N /48
2 3w g;d\ QQScVX (S22 gy N db&
OF oMY recx 0 HD AN
1§d—| <BJ/4 y N AC? .

ge/f /A0 ex/es/IN 27/ TATAS » N Z*r
Sfi&\ Sj 3ISSASND3~wWwim- fyiol "\37UB36/-<3sty
ot

6 )

dp N ZB3

Page of




Alaska “tatc “legislature

3HouOC of fReprEBientatfucH SUBJECT OF MEETING:

COMMl,-&-l{IEDES%I\éImE.ASLEFl{-l\'/I%DEUSCAHON HB 268 REPRODUCTION PRIVACY ACT
DATE: April 25 , 1991 PLACE: Capitol Room 106
DO YOU WANT WHAT SUBJECT/
NAVE REPRESENTING  BUSINESS/PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS 2P H PHONE W PHONE TOTESTIFY? WHICH BILL?
. atHso0z-. "[AmLCCO  *=s.Corve. ® N /-
Oeif B>0X 1 J563 0 - N
ft*',
, ShG/pfC/IL. . ' _ N - QaQ/yt/\ﬁ'\S /Cc
ffiKvotJ LvK > (-f N</rryiACf  /o”>. T& t? ,&h99S'/f © -m i frSCA, /"ojir -26 3
Y N
A\ Ig~hkansS f/6 ,579
. A A N t£% /XsLfJ
K.6W /VUtfjoV flL, /,/ om Bov 3?2/%/, Hu nab nn i
»
HiKt 6rie&ef (-moif 945-1 ¢ teyil 7)<~ - 7 yfyssfcz 65 N 0%
4 . n . . i\ L>
Didto& Grietet. rf N
v )
tfaS-ZOHS
1 U otirgM, ° ft) Sc* N 3 ums™ Afe-W i Nroor <& ©> -N H6 3bf-
JT/)** Us*"* /<
fr/ frf (9 N m ftp? "™
i>
F- 90fog  SWEG Y <s N
— m-—- Y

VAU Q x ¢ tJL. fiJLP ff& | Y <fp>



AilafiRa S'taie luegtaianue

SUBJECT OF MEETING:
m\buce of SUprEaentatfutB
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH. EDUCATION HB 268 REPRODUCTION PRIVACY ACT
AND SOCIAL SERVICES
DATE: April 25, 1991 PLACE: Capitol Room 106
DO YOU WANT WHAT SUBJECT/
NAME REPRESENTING  BUSINESS/PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS  ZIP () PHONE (W) PHONE  TO TESTIFY? WHICH BILL?
y NOBA- CC ) CF o< ALS -
T4 -/ $'S? </ 3 Y 5 s <£.63
& - N ft* 268
/v Bd 4< TET-?2& G e
Lo (sstrees AT Y y \Ls N TM-ote
t
[l creMy Im . K/Zyrtit Y N
0 1
y N
y N
*
Y I~n
V —

Y N '

y N
1

y N
y N

Page ouj



NATIONAL Y
RELIGIOUS

organizations

STATEMENTS

ABORTION
RIGHTS

RELIGIOUS COALITION FORABORTION RIGHTS



CONTENTS

Introduction

National Religious Organizations’ Statements
Supporting Abortion Rights

American Baptist Churches, USA
American Ethical Union

American Ethical Union, National Service Conference
American Friends Service Committee
American Humanist Association
American Jewish Committee

American Jewish Congress

B'nai B'rith Women

Central Conference of American Rabbis
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Council of Jewish Federations
Episcopal Church

Episcopal Women's Caucus

Federation of Reconstructionist Congregations and Havurot

Lutheran Women's Caucus
Moravian Church in America, Northern Province

NAAMAT USA

10
1l
1
12
13

14
15

17



CONTENTS continued

National Council ofJewish Women

National Federation ofTemple Sisterhoods

North American Federation ofTemple Youth
Presbyterian Church (U.SA)

Reorganized Cllurch ofJesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
Unitarian Universalist Association

Unitarian Universalist Women's Federation

United Church of Christ

United Methodist Church

United Synagogue of America

Women's American ORT

Women's League for Conservative Judaism

Young Women's Christian Association of the U.SA

Members of the Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights

17
18
18
18
2
22
23
25
25
26
28
28
29
30
31



INTRODUCTION

For communities of faith, reproductive rights issues are difficult
ones. People with equally committed religious convictions differ greatly
in their opinions on these sensitive issues. _

Widespread denominational support exists for the right of women
to choose safe and legal abortion, but the Bubl_lc has been falsely led to
believe that all religions are opposed to abortion rights. The religious
ﬁro-chm_ce community has a deep respect for the value of potential

uman life and an equally deep commitment to women as responsible,
moral decision makers. _ _

National denominations and faitl. groups compassionately support
the right of women to choose abortion as one among a whole range of
options, including childbirth and adoption. This support is documented
Rﬁ_the official resolutions and statements contained 'n the pages of W

Irm.

The Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights is a national nonprofit,
nonpartisan coalition 0f35 Protestant, Jewish, and other denominations
and faith groups. While religiously and theologlpaIIY diverse, we are
unified in our commitment to preserve reproductive freedom. .
_The Coalition believes that the right of reproductive freedom is
intrinsically tied to religious liberty. We oppose any attempts to enact
into secular law restrictions on abortion based on one particular theo-
logical definition of when the fetus becomes a person. Those who do not
share that theology would be denied the right to make decisions
regarding abortion according to the teachings of their faith. -

Because of the range of religious beliefs on this sensitive issue, Ihe
ahortion decision mustremain free from government interference. The
decision must remain with the woman, to be made in accordance with
herconscience and personalreligious principlesand in conjunction with
her family, hercler%y and her doctors. o _

Many of the religious or?amzatlons contained in We Affirm are
members ofthe Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights. Some of these
denominations are represented in the Coalition by their agencies that
address reproductive freedom issues. "Hie member groups of the Reli-
gious Coalition for Abortion Rights are listed on page 31.



WE AFFIRM

American Baptist Churches, USA
General Board, 1988

As American Baptisls, members ofa covenant community of believers in
Jesus Christ, we acknowledge life as a sacred and gracious gift of God. We
affirm that God is the Creator of all life, that human beings are created in
the image of God, and that Christ is Lord oflife. Recognizing this gift of lfe,
we find ourselves struggling with the painful and difficult issue ofabortion.
Genuine diversity of opinion threatens the unity of our fellowship, but the
nature of covenant demands mutual love and respect. Together we must
seek the mind of Christ.

As American Baptists we oppose abortion
- asa means ofavoiding responsibilityfor conception,

*asa primary means ofbirtli control, without regardfor thefar-reaching
consequences ofthe act.

We denounce irresponsible sexual behavior and acts of sexual violence
that contribute to the large number of abortions each year.

Ve grieve with all who struggle with the difficult circumstances that lead

them to consider abortion. Recognizing that each person is ultimately

resjxmsible to God, we encourage women and men in these circumstances

%?1 s.eedk spiritual counsel as they prayerfully and conscientiously consider
eir decision.

We condemn violence and harassment directed against abortion clinics,
their staff and clients, as well as sanctions and discrimination against
medical professionals whose consciences prevent them from being in-
volved inabortions.

We also recognize that we are divided as to the projx?r witness of the
church to the state regarding abortion. Many of our membership seek
legal safeguards to protect unbom life. Many others advocate for and
support family planning legislation, including legalized abortion as in the
ljcst interest of women In particularand society in general. Again, we have
many points of view between these two positions. Consequently, we ac-
knowledge the freedom ofeach individual to advocate fora public policy on
abortion that reflects his or her beliefs.

... We Call 13]X)n American Baptist Congregations

- to challenge members to live in a way that models responsible sexuality in
accordance with biblical teaching,
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- to expend efforts and funds for teaching responsible sexuality,

« to provide opportunitiesfor intergcnerational dialogue on responsible
sexuality and Christian life,

« to provide relevant ministries to adolescents and parents ofadolescents in
and outside the church.

American Ethical Union
Annual Assembly, 1973 (reaffirmed 1979)

The American Ethical Union wishes to express its disapproval of efforts to
amend or circumvent the United States Constitution in such manner as
would _nulllfg or impede the decision of the United Stales Supreme Court
regarding abortion.

We further believe that denial of Federal or State funds for abortion where
they are provided for other medical services discriminates against poor
women and abridges their freedom to act according to their conscience.
The American Ethical Union supports the expansion of governmental
f(a1g17||) planning sendees as a means of reducing the need for abortion.

American Ethical Union, National Service Conference
1976 (reaffirmed 1979)

We believe in the right ofeach individual to exercise his or her conscience;
every woman has a civil and human right to determine whether or not to
continue her pre?nancy. We SU%)OF[ the decision of the United Stales
Supreme Court ofJanuary 22,1973 regarding abortion.

We believe that no religious belief should be legislated into the legal
structure of our countr;; the state must be neutral inall matters relating to
religious concepts. (1976)

American Friends Service Committee
1970 (reaffirmed 1989)
For two decades the AFSC has taken a consistent position supporting a
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woman’s right to follow her own conscience concering child-bearing,
abortion and sterilization. AFSC is deeply aware that the decision to
terminate a pregnancy is seldom an easy one. That choice must be made
free of coercion, including the coercion of poverty, racial discrimination
and unavailability of services to those who cannot pay. (1989)

American Humanist Association
Annual Conference, 1977

We affirm the moral right of women to become pregnant by choice and to

become mothers by choice. We affirm the moral ri\zht ofwomen to freely

choose a termination of unwanted pregnancies. We oppose actions by

individuals, organizations and governmental bodies that attempt to restrict

ﬁnddlimit the woman’s moral right and obligation of responsible parent-
0od.

American Jewish Committee
1989

Abortion isan intensely complex and personal decision, one which raises
profound moral and religious q'uestionsyvhi.ch the government cannotand
should not attempt to answer for every individual. Furthermore, the deci-
sion to terminate a pregnancy must remain a Prlvate one because of the
unique physical, emotional, and psychological etfects on a pregnant woman
and her family.

Jewish tradition, as well as this country’s constitutional!” mandated separa-
tion ofchurch and state, affirms the validity of this approach. While Jewish
tradition on this issue is complex, it allows for various OEtions depending
on individual cases and circumstances. The obvious lack of religious an
civicconsensus on this subject only underscores the importance ofgovern-
ment not im|X)sing one particular view of abortion on those of diverse
religious and ethnic backgrounds. Such a position is consistent with not
onlyJewish tradition butalso profamily values and the rights and dignity of
women.

In light of recent developments in the Supreme Court and elsewhere, AJC
h_a?] adopted the following principles to guide us in the area of reproductive
rgnts:
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1A ﬂregnant woman has the right to make her own decision regarding
whether to terminate or continue a pregnancy, free from any coercion or
restrictions on her access to abortion.

2) AJC supports voluntary counseling programs that foster serious consid-
eration of abortion decisions and family communication about these deci-
sions, and supports programs and policies that limit the need for abortion
including adequate family planning, sex education, and programs de-
signed to prevent teen pregnancy.

3) AJC will oppose restrictions on access to abortion clinics or burdensome
licensing regulations on clinics which provide abortion. AJC supports
public funding for abortions, as for other medical procedures, and medical
msu_gance that covers abortion in order to protect health and promote
eauily.

4} AJC will also oppose restrictions on United States funding for family
planning assistance abroad that are imposed when any counseling or
service related to abortion is provided. AJC will oppose anK legal require-
ment for parental or sjxnisal consent or notification, whether or not they
include judicial bypass procedures.

5) AJC endorses private and government sector programs that support
women who choose to continue their preginanues including good prenatal
care, adoption services, maternal and child health pro?rams, quality child
fcare_l_and oilier efforts to ensure the health and welfare of women and
amilies.

American Jewish Congress
Biennial Convention, 1989

Hie American Jewish Congress has long recognized that reproductive
freedom is a fundamental right, grounded in the most hasic notions of
personal privacy, individual integrity and religious liberty. Jewish religious
traditions hold thatawoman must be left to her own conscience and God to
decide for herselfwhat is morally correct. ‘Hie fundamental right to Prlvacy
applies to contraception to avoid unintended pregnancy as well as to
freedom of choice on abortion to prevent an unwanted birth.

In a climate of intensified efforts by the present Administration and by
certain members of Congress to inject the government into these most
personal decisions, we restate our opjxisition to any vehicle that would
threaten a woman's access to abortion. We also reiterate our support for
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public funding of abortions so that the economically disadvantaged can
exercise their right of choice along with the more affluent.

... The American Jewish Congress, therefore,

<Affirms its supportfor a national commitment tofederally subsidized
ne}tlonﬁlfamllyplanmng services including abortion counseling and
referrals;

« While encouragingparental involvement concerningfat, fly planning
servicesfor minors, opposes any efforts that would require parental
notification or consent;

« Reaffirms its unwavering supportfor the Supreme Court decisions,
including Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton, which recognize that the
Constitution guarantees womenfreedom ofchoice with respect to abortion;

« Reaffirms its opposition to all efforts— whether through Constitutional
amendment, simple legislativefiat, or attacks on the Aurlsdlctlon ofthe
courts— that would restrict or burden a womans right to choose to
terminate a pregnancy or that would compromise a thS|C|an§_ch0|ce of
treatment in the care ofa pregnant womanfor medical or surgical
conditions which have no relationship to the pregnancy but which could

adversely affect thefetus;

=Rejects all efforts to undermine the role ofthejudiciary and violate the
principle ofseparation ofpowers with respect to reproductivefreedom;

* Rejects efforts that would denY_ individual reli?ious_lilberty to cither clergy
or lay people who, by virtue oftlicir sincerely-held religious beliefs, may
differ in interpreting when to attribute "personhood”to prenatal life; and

* Rejects efforts to impose restrictions on internationalfamily planning
initiatives that include abortion.

B'nai B'rith Women
Biennial Convention, 1976 (reaffirmed 1978)

Although we recognize there is agireat diversity ofopinion on the issue of
abortion, we also underscore the fact that every woman should have the
legal choice with respect to abortion consistent with sound medical prac-
ticeand in accordance with her conscience.

We wholeheartedly support the concepts of individual freedom of con-
science and choice in the matter of abortion. Any Constitutional amend-
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nient prohibiting abortion would deny to the population atlarge their basic
rights to follow their own teachings and attitudes on the subject which
would threaten First Amendment rights. Additionally, legislation designed
to ban federal funding for health facilities for abortions is discriminatory,
since it would affect disadvantaged women, who have no access to expen-
sive private Institutions.

Central Conference of American Rahbis
Annual Convention, 1980

In 1967 the Conference stated: “We strongIP/ urge the broad liberalization
of abortion laws in various states, and calf upon our members to work
toward this end."

The conference reaffirms this position with the following comments:
<Jewish legal literature permits therapeutic abortion.

* The decision concerning any abortion must be made by the woman and
not by the state or any other external agency.

- We oppose all constitutional amendments and legislation which would
abridge or circumscribe this right.

<\We call upon our rabbis and upon the Union ofAmerican Hebrew
Congregations to strengthen theirsupport ofthe Religious Coalitionfor
Abortion Rights on national, state and local levels.

Annual Convention, 1984

WHEREAS the so-called Hyde Amendment restricts the use of Medicaid
funds for abortion; and other amendments have had a similar effect in
otherfederal Brograms, so thatawoman dependent on government health
care cannot obtain a medically necessary abortion even ifshe is the victim
ofrape or incest or ifher health is seriously jeopardized by continuation of
the pregnancy; and

WHEREAS these restrictions have created greater health risks for poor
women who have conscientiously chosen abortion but must delay the
procedure while seeking private funds to pay for it

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that:

» T7ic Central Conference ofAmerican Rabbis calls upon the Congress to
defeat the Hyde Amendment this year, and
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=Tlw Central Conference of American Rahbis supports the Fazio-Green
Ie?lslatlon which would eliminate such restrictions in the authorization for
allfederal governmental programs.

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
General Assembly, 1975 (reaffirmed 1989)

WHEREAS, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) lias proclaimed
that in Christ, God affirms freedom and responsibility for individuals, and

WHEREAS, legislation is being introduced into the U.S. Congress which
WéJU|?_ embody in law one particular opinion concerning the morality of
abortion...

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the General Assembly ofthe Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ). ..

<Affimi the principle ofindividual liberty, freedom ofindividual
conscience, and sacrcdness oflifefor all persons.

* Respect differences in religious beliefs concerning abortion and oppose, in
accord with the principle ofreligious liberty, and attempt to Ie?lslateq
specific religious opinion or beliefconcerning abortion upon all Americans.

* Provide through ministry ofthe local cqn%regation, pastoral concent, and
nurture ofpersonsfaced with the responsibilityand trauma surrounding
undesired pregnancy.

Council of Jewish Federations
General Assembly, 1989

The question of abortion is a sensitive one on which there are divergent
opinions within the Jewish community. Rabbis of the major branches of
Judaism in the United States may counsel members of their own congrega-
tions in accordance with their views of Jewish law. Such decisions must be
made without intrusion by the government into what is essentially a right
of individual and religious conscience, protected by the First Amendment
to the United States Constitution.

Accordingly, we op[>ose any attempts by government to restrict the mak-
ing of personal decisions in accordance with the individual's own religious
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and moral views whether through administrative regulation, legislation or
the courts.

CJF also supports efforts to foster better understanding by the Jewish and
non-Jewish community of the traditional Jewish reverence for the sanctity
of life while reiterating its support for the freedom of reproductive choice.
CJF urges its member Federations to take individual and collective action
to protect this basic right.

Episcopal Church
General Convention, 1988

All'human life is sacred. Hence, itis sacred from inception intil death. The
Church takes seriously its obligation to help form the conscience of its
members concermng this sacredness. Human life, therefore, should be
initiated only advise éy and in full accord with this understanding of the
power to conceive and give birth which is bestowed by God.

It is the resixmsibilily of our congregations to assist their members in
becoming informed concernln? the spiritual, physiological and psycho-
logical aspects of sex and sexuality.

The Book of Common _Prazer affirms that “the birth of a child is a joyous
and solemn occasion in the life of a family. It is also an occasion for
rejoicing in the Christian community" (p. 440{ As Christians we also affirm
res|X)nsible family planning.

We regard all abortion as having a tragic dimension, calling for the concern
and compassion of all the Christian community.

While we acknowledge that in this country it is the legal right of every
woman to have a medically safe abortion, as Christians we believe strongly
that if this right is exercised, it should be used only in extreme situations.
We e.mphatlcaII?/ oppose abortion as a means of birth control, family
planning, sex selection or any reason of mere convenience.

In those cases where an ahortion is being considered, members of this
Church are urged to seek the dictates oftheir conscience in prayer, to seek
the advice and counsel of members of the Christian community, and,
where appropriate, the sacramental life of this Church.

Whenever members ofthis Church are consulted with regard to a problem
pregnancy, they arc to explore, with grave seriousness, with the person or
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persons seeking advice and counsel, as alternatives to abortion, oilier
positive courses of action, including, but not limited to, the following
possibilities: the parents raising the child; another family member raising
the child; making the child available for adoption.

It is the responsibility of members of this Church, especially the cler?y, to
become aware oflocal agencies and resources which will assist those faced
with problem pregnancies.

We believe that legislation concerning abortions will not address the root
of the Pro_blem. e therefore express our deep conviction that any Jgro-
posed legislation on the part of national or state governments regaraing
abortions must take special care to see that individual conscience is re-
spected and that the responsibility of individuals to reach informed deci-
sions in this matter is acknowledged and honored.

Episcopal Women's Caucus
Annual Megting, 1978

We are deeply disturbed over the increasingly bitter and divisive battle
being waged in legislative bodies to force continuance of unwanted preg-
nancies and to limit an American woman'’s right to abortion.

We believe that all should be free to exercise their own consciences on this
matter and that where widely differing views are held by substantial
sections of the American re|I§1IOUS community, the particular beliefof one
religious body should not be forced on those who believe otherwise.

To prohibit or severely limit the use of public funds to pay for abortions
abridges and denies the right to an abortion and discriminates csijecially
against low income, young and minority women,

Federation of Rccons}_rluctionist Congregations
and Havurot

1981

_AIthou%h the Jewish tradition regards children as a blessing, a gift of life
itself, the tradition pemiils the abortion of an unborn child in order to
safeguard the life and physical and mental health of the mother. The rahbis
did not take a consistent stand on the question of whether a fetus re-
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sembles "a person.” They did not think it possible to arrive at a final
theoretical answer to the question ofabortion, for that would mean nothing
less than to be able to define convincingly what it means to be human.

We recognize that abortion is a tragic choice. Any prospective parent must
make an agonizing decision between competing claims—the fetus, health,
the need fo supr_)ort oneself and one’s family, the need for time for a
marriage to stabilize, resgonsmlllty forotherchildren and the like. Some of
us consider abortion to be immoral except under the most extraordinary
circumstances. Yet we all empathize with the anguish of those who must
make the decision to ahort or not to abort.

Lutheran Women's Caucus
Convocation Gathering, 1990

WHEREAS Christ showed compassion and grace towards women and
men inall circumstances oflife; and

WHEREAS abortion has become the symbol forambivalent feelings about
female sexuality and female self-determination; and

WHEREAS women are responsible moral decision makers with respect to
their own needs and the needs of others: and

WHEREAS awoman who has an abortion is often judged harshly as if the
entire resixmsibility for the situation were hers; and

WHEREAS the incidence of abortion could be greatllg.r.edu.ced with social
and cultural changes for which we all have responsibility, including com-
plete and accurate sex education, adequate and available contracethn,
resAx)nsmle non-coercive sexuality, health care, child care, parental leave,
and other social support; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Lutheran Women's Caucus
affirm that a woman with an unintended pregnancy deserves the compas-
sionate sup[x>rt of those closest to her, regardless of whether she termi-
nates or continues her pregnancy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lutheran Women's Caucus be-
come a part of the Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights (RCAR), a
coalition of rell?lous groups whose members hold diverse views about
abortion and value the religious freedom that allows this diversity; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lutheran Women's Cuucus call
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ugon ourvarious churcli bodies to work actively for the social and cultural
changes that will reduce the incidence of abortion and stop scapegoating
women who have abortions.

Moravian Church in America, Northern Pro ince
1974

WHEREAS: the Moravian Church believes in the sacredness of life and in
the quality of life, and

WHEREAS: we believe that abortion should not be used as a method of
birth control nor as a means of controlling population, and

WHEREAS: Christian faith calls us to affirm the freedom ofarsons as well
as the sanctity of life, therefore be it

ESQLVED: (9) that abortion should be a atter of res|X)iisible personal
gecsision, vviﬂw(cg)n{]lnu?r?g counsel?ng prov%]gﬁtfdesired@né Be iP Furt%er

RESOLVED: (10) that alternatives to abortion be given careful consider-

ation in the perspective of possibly bringing mercy to a difficult situation.

These alternatives include: (a) adoption, ﬁb) smgle parenthood, (c) contin-

ued pregnancy for a married couple confronted with an unplanned preg-

Bar]c?/, ((?]) marriage for a single woman, or (e) temporary foster care, and
e itfurther

RESOLVED: (11) that abortion be accepted as an option only where all
ott&er possible alternatives will lead to greater destruction of human life
and spirit.

WHEREAS: neither science nor religion has claimed to fully understand
Ehe mystery oflife or reached a decision as to when the life of:m individual
egins, an

WHEREAS: the Bible does not speak directly to the matter of abortion and
the Moravian Church has refrained from being dogmatic when a biblical
position was not clear, and

WHEREAS: there are circumstances under which the completion of an
unwanted pregnancy may bring physical and/or emotional problems to
the child and/or its parent(s), therefore be it

RESOLVED: (12) that members of the Moravian Church view abortion in
];hetﬁerspectlve of>ossibly bringing mercy to a difficult situation, and be it
urther



RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR ABORTION Rican®S

RESOLVED: (13) lliat Uiis synod recommend thatany person (s) consider-
ing abortion as a possible solution seek qualified medical and spiritual
counsel, and be it further

RESOLVED: (14) that the individual® who chooses an alternative to
gbﬁrtlon be offered adequate counseling during pregnancy and following
elivery.

WHEREAS: it is the mission of the church to minister to persons in need,
therefore be it

RESOLVED: (15) that the Moravian Church encourage its members to
accept with empathy persons who are _de_allnﬁ with an unwanted preg-
nancy, and in accord with conviction assist in all possible tangible ways.

WHEREAS: “the Supreme Court decisions in January, 1973, clarified the
Iega_l context. The Court's action does not lessen, but increases, the respon-
sinility ofthe churches to understand the circumstances inwhich the need
for abortion arises; to make serious efforts to find solutions to the problems
which have created this need; to struggle with the conflicting moral issues
which this unique situation presents; and to become hetter equipped to
counsel adequately those who are faced with a decision about abortion,”
therefore be it

RESOLVED: (16) that Moravian pastors keep abreast of current develop-
ments in this field, and be it further

RESOLVED: (17) that Moravian pastors be alert and responsive to oppor-
tunities for counseling with persons considering abortion, and be it further

RESOLVED: (18) that Moravian pastors support individual(s) in their
decision by making referral to qualified agencies .and/or physicians if
needed, and be it further

RESOLVED: (19) that the Provincial Elders’ Conference arrange for semi-
nars on unwanted pregnancy counseling for pastors and other counselors.

WHEREAS: we recoPnize the freedom of the pastor not to counsel be-
cause of personal feelings or bias, and

WHEREAS: we should not fail to minister where ministry is needed and
requested, therefore be it

RESOLVED: (20) that pastors who choose not to counsel refer the
individual(s) to a qualified colleague or competent counseling service.

WHEREAS: education alone cannot be considered asa panacea for manag-
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ing behaviors that may lead to problem pregnancy but may reduce the
need for ahortions, therefore be it

RESOLVED: (21) that the members of the Moravian Church support the
Division of Educational Ministries implementation of ﬁrograms of Family
Life and Human Development and Human Sexuality that include informa-
tion on hirth control at appropriate levels of maturity.

NA'AMAT USA
Biennial Convention, 1983

Reproductive choice must be recognized as a matter of individual con-
science outside the realm ofgovernment intrusion. We oppose attempts—
whether by Constitutional amendment, legislation, judicial review or gov-
ernment regulation—to restrict women's access to safe and legal abortion,
to har financial assistance to women seeking abortion or to violate the
confidentiality of family planning services.

We welcome decisions of the Supreme Court and other branches of the
federal judiciary upholding women's rights: particularly opinions barring
restrictions on women's right to abortion, and rulin saﬂain_stsexdisqriml-
nation in employer-sponsored retirement plans and upholding the privacy
of federally-funded family planning centers.

We must remain alert to defeat efforts in Congress to undermine the
jurisdiction of federal courts on Constitutional matters relating to moral
and social questions.

National Council of Jewish Women
National Convention, 1969 (reaffirmed 1979, 1982,1987)

'Hie members of NCJW reaffirm the strong commitment “to work to
protect every woman's individual right to choose ahortion and to eliminate
any obstacles that would limit her reproductive freedom.”

We believe that those who would legislate to deny freedom of choice
compound the problems confronting women who aré already condemned
by poverty. It is therefore essential that federal and state fundln? be made
available to women in need who choose abortion just as such funding Is
available for other medical procedures.
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We decry the fact tliat poor and young women must bear the major brunt
ofanti-abortion rights measures, and call upon all public officials to support
and protect the rl?htofevery American woman to choose or reject the act
of childbearing. (1979)

National Federation ofTemple Sisterhoods
Biennial Assembly, 1975 (reaffirmed 1977,1981,1989)

NFTS affirms our strong support for the right of a woman to obtain a legal
abortion, under conditions now outlined in the 1973 decision ofthe United
States Supreme Court The Court's position established that during the
first two trimesters, the private and personal decision ofwhether or not to
continue to term an unwanted pregnancy should remain a matter ofchoice
for the woman; she alone can exercise her ethical and religiousjudgement
in this decision. Only by vigorously supporting this individual right to
choose can we also ensure that _everK woman may act according to the
religious and ethical tenets to which she adheres.

North American Federation ofTemple Youth
1981
BE IT RESOLVED

=That NFTY continue to strongly support the right ofa woman to choose
to obtain a safe, legal abortion, and

» T1lat NFTY oppose any Constitutional amendment that could lead to the
restriction ofthat right.

Presbyterian Church (U.SjL)
General Assembly, 1983 (reaffirmed 1985,1987,1988,1989)

Any decision foranabortion should be made as early asg']x>ssible, generallz
within the first trimester of pregnancy, for reasons of the woman's healt

and safety. Abortions later in pregnancy are an option particularly in the
case ofwomen of menopausal age who do not discover theY are (Ezregnar]t
until the second trimester, women who discover through fetal diagnosis
that they arc carrying a fetus with ngrave genetic disorder, or women who
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did not seek or have access to medical care durin? the first trimester. At
tlie point of fetal viability the responsibilities set before us in regard to the
fetusbegin to shift. Prior to viability, human responsibility is stewardship of
life-in-development under the guidance of the Holy Spirit Once the fetus is
viable, its potential for physically autonomous human life means that the
principle of inviolability can be applied.

.. Itisatragic sign of the church’s sinfulness that our propensity tojudge
rather than stand with persons making such decisions too often means that
Persons in need must bear the additional burden of isolation. It would be
ar better if the person concerned could experience the strength that
comes from shared sensitivity and caring. The church is called to be the
loving and supportive community within whose life persons can best make
decisions in conformity with God's purposes revealed inJesus Christ.

... The church’s position on public policy concerning abortion should
reflect respect for other religious traditions and advocacy for full exercise
of religious Iibert?/. The Preshyterian Church exists within a very pluralis-
tic environment [ts own members hold a variety of views, It is exactly this
pluralism of beliefs which leads us to the conviction that the decision
regarding abortion must remain with the individual, to be made on the
basis of conscience and personal religious principles, and free from gov-
ernmental interference.

Consequently, we have a responsibility to work to maintain a public policy
of elective abortion, regulated by the health code, not the criminal code.
The legal right to have an abortion is a necessarY prerequisite to the
exercise of conscience in ahortion decisions, Leqaly speaking, abortion
should be a woman's right because, theologica l’Y’ speaking, making a
decision about abortion is, above all, her responsibility.

As Presbyterians and U.S. citizens we have a responsibility to guarantee
every woman the freedom of reproductive choice. We affirm the intent of
existing law in the United States regarding abortion; protecting the preg-
nant woman. Medical intervention should be made available to all who
deswe and qualify for it, notjust those who can afford preferential treat-
ment,

...Thus the 195th General Assembly (1983):
=Urges Presbyterian congregations and ihcir individual members to:

Provide a supportive community in which such decisions can be made in a
setting ofcare and concern.

Respect the difficulty ofmaking such decisions.
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Affirm women? ability to make responsible decisions, whether the choice, be
toabort or to carry the pregnancy to term.

Protect the privacy ofindividuals involved in contraception and abortion
decisions.

« Affirms the church$ commitment to minimize the incidence ofabortion
and encourages sexuality education and the use ofcontraception to avoid
unintentional pregnancies, while recognizing that contraceptives are not
absolutc'y effective...

=Recognizes that negative social attitudes toward women cast doubt on
womens ability to make moral decisions and urges ministers and
congregations to work to counter these underlyingsocial attitudes and
affirm the dignity ofwomen.

. Recolgnizes that children may be born who are either unwanted or
seriously handicapped and affirms the church3 ongoing responsibility to
provide supportive services tofamilies in these situations and to helpfind
appropriate institutional care and adoptive services where needed.

« Affirms the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision ofthe Supreme Court which
decriminalized abortion during thefirst two trimesters ofpregnancy ...

=Urges the Presbyterian Church ... to model thejust and compassionate
community by:

Opjwsing adoption of all measures which would serve to restrict full and
equal access to contraception and abortion services to all women, regard-
less of race, age, and economic standing.

Working actively to restore public funding by federal, state, and local
governments for the availability of a full range of reproductive health
services for the medically indigent. ..

Providing continuing suBixirt for women who, having made an ahortion
decision, may have dounts as to the wisdom of their choice, or having
delivered achild are notable to cope with the separation ofadoption or the
responsibilities of child care.

... 'Ihe 197th General Assembly (1985):

=Reaffirms the position taken by the 195th General Assembly (1983);
<\Weaffirm that abortion should not be used as a method ofbirth control;
<\We affirm our supportfor the Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights as
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the most effective meansfor making our concent about keeping the
availability ofabortion services safe and legal;

=\Wearc in agreement (with) the protest a(];.ai.nst violence at abortion
cgnlc_s and harassment ofpersons staffing clinics and persons seeking
abortions.

... The 199th General Assembly (1987).

_-Fﬁeaffinn(s) itsfreedom ofchoice position in relation to reproductive
rights.

... The 200th General Assembly (1988).

=Directs the Moderator to select a taskforce to conduct a study, to be
completed within twoyears ofthe National Conference on Abortion
Perspectives, designed to giveforum to each different theological position in
debate ofthe issues related toproblem pregnancies and abortion, and that
the members ofthe commission represent the broadest spectrum of
theological positions within the church. ..

... The 201st General Assembly (1989).
=Qpposes abortion electedfor the sole purpose ofgender selection.

=Supports Operation Respect [0fRCAR) which incIudes:l‘CIerngor
Choice" campaign which encouraﬁes concerned clergy tosign a pledge of
supportforfreedom ofchoice; deplores harassment ofwomen seeking
abortions or counseling; encourages presbyteries and sess.ons tostudy
tactics used hygroups such as “Operation Rescue. ™

* Encourages synods, presbyteries, local churches and individuals to reach
outto those in crisis pregnancy situations giving resources, time and love.

Reorganized Church ofJesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

1974 (reaffirmed 1980)

We affirm that parenthood is partnership with God in the creative pro-
cesses of the universe.

We affirm the necessity of parents to make responsible decisions regard-
ing the conception and nurture of their children.

We affirm a profound regard for the personhood of the woman In her
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emotional, mental, and physical health; we also affirm a profound regard
and concern for the potential of the unborn fetus.

We affirm the inadequacy of simplistic answers that regard all abortions as
murder, or, on the otherhand, regard abortion only asamedical procedure
without moral significance.

We affirm the right of the woman to make her own decision regarding the
continuation or termination of problem pregnancies. Preferably, this deci-
sion should be made in cooperation with her companion and in consulta-
tion with a physician, qualified minister, or professional counselor...

We affirm the need for skilled counselors being accessible to the member-
ship of the church to assist persons in thelrstruggle with issues centering
in human sexuality, responsible parenthood, and wholeness of family life.

Union ofAmerican Hebrew Congregations
Biennial Convention, 1975 (reaffirmed 1981,1990)

"Hie UAHC has long been committed to the right ofawoman to choose ao
abortion. We reaffirm the position of the 56th General Assembly in 1981,
and we endorse the following resolution, adopted by the National Federa-
tion ofTemple Sisterhoods in New Orleans in 1989;

"1, Affirm our unwavering commitment to the protection and preservation
of the reproductive rights of women; Pledge our presence and support
wherever, whenever, and for however fong our goal may require it at the
federal, state and local levels ofgovernment; further, we affirm ourcommit-
menttowork incoalition with compatible pro-choice groups, especially the
Re|I|gIOUS Coalition for Abortion Rights, for the attainment of our common
goal.

2.Endorse the 1973 United States Supreme Court decision on Roe \s. Wade
and deplore all attempts, legislative midjudicial, to dismantle it

3. Support non-restrictive federal and state funding of reproductive ser-
vices, including abortion, and non-restrictive private insurer coverage.

4. Support minors' access to reproductive health services, including contra-
ceptives and abortion, unrestricted by parental notification, parental [>er-
mlssion, or court order requirements.

5. Support the use of public hospitals and clinics, however defined, for die
performance ofabortions, widi unrestricted access and funding for women
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who need it; affinn die right of health professionals, diose publicly env
ployed and diose in private practice, to provide reproducdve service coun-
seling and advice, including infomiadon about family ﬁlanmng, contracep-
don and abortion, and to perform abortions; oppose the criminalization of
either die health professionals who perform or assist at abortions or the
women who receive them and affirm die obligadon oflocal governments to
Pro.t.egt physically die clients, staff, and premises of reproducdve care
acilities against die acdons of anti-choice persons and groups.

Further,

1L We apglaud diose decisions of die Supreme Court of Canada diat have
assured Canadian wonif'n dieir reproductive freedom;

2. We urge die NFTS world-wide constituents to work toward securing or
retaining reproductive rights for all women.”

3. In conjunction with the above, we urge our UAHC congreﬂations to
\(/\{%ko)toward securing or retaining reproductive rights for all women.

Unitarian Universalist Association

_ General Assembly, 1963
(reaffirmed 1968,1973,1975,1>77,1978,1980, 1987)

RIGHTTO CHOOSE

BECAUSE Unitarian Universalists believe that the inherent worth and
dignity of every person, the_rlght of individual conscience, and respect for
human life are inalienable rights due every person; and that the personal
right to choose in regard to contraception and abortion is an important
aspect of diese rights; and

BECAUSE we believe in tolerance and compassion for persons whose
choices may diff *from our own; and

BECAUSE we believe not only in the value of life itself but also in the
uality oflife; and

WHEREAS pain, suffering, and loss of life were widespread prior to die
legalization Ofabortion in 1973 by die U.S. Supreme Court (Roc v, Wadk) and
the 1969 amendments to the Criminal Code of Canada; and

WHEREAS the issue ofabortion is morally complex, abortion must remain
alegal option; and
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WHEREAS attempts are now being made to restrict access to birth control
and abortion by overriding individual decisions of conscience, and attacks
inlegislatures, courts, and the streets often resultin depriving poor women
oftheir right to medical care; and such legislation is an infringement of the
principle of separation of church and state in that it tries to enact private
morality into public law; and

WHEREAS there is movement to re-criminalize abortion both for women
and their health-care providers which could bring back dangerous alterna-
tives to clinically safe abortions;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 1987 General Assembly of the
Unitarian Universalist Association reaffirms its historic position, support-
ing the right to choose contraception and abortion as legitimate aspects of
the right to privacy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that

L Ir ‘vidual Unitarian Universalists educate themse|ves, their congre%a-
tion, and the public about the new moral understandings emergent in the
works of feminist theologians and social ethicists; and

2. Unitarian Universalists oppose any move to deny or restrict the distribu-
tion ofgovernment funds as a means of restricting access to full contrace|>
tive and abortion counseling and/or services, at home or abroad; and

3. Unitarian Universalists actively oppose all legislation, regulations and
administrative action, atany level ofgovernment intended to undermine or
circumvent the Roc v. Wade decision; and

4. Unitarian Universalists communicate their opposition to such attempts
to their legislative representatives and to the electorate; and

5. Unitarian Universalists expose and OPixise_ bogus clinics and other
tactics that infringe on the free exercise ot the right to choose; and

6. Unitarian Universalists promote legislation funding safe abortions for
low-income women; and

7. Individual Unitarian Universalists, congregations, and the Unitarian
Universalist Association open discussion with those of different mind, and
seek opPortunltles to work productively from shared values to promote
fiunily planning and education for responsible sex; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED thatwe affirm the right to choose contracep-
t(|109n8?)nd abortion as a legitimate expression of our constitutional rights.
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Unitarian Universalist Women's Federation

Biennial Convention, 1975 (reaffirmed 1979,1981)

The Unitarian Universalist Women's Federation reaffirmfs) the right of
any woman ofany age or marital or economic status to have an abortion at
her own request upon consultation with her physician and urgesall Unitar-
lan Universalists in the United States and all Unitarian Universalist societies
in the United States to resist through their elected representatives the
efforts now under way by some members of the Congress of the United
S%%tes to curtail their right by means of a Constitutional amendment or
other means.

United Church of Christ

N General Synod 16,1987 _
(Additional statements regardm reedom ofchoice were passed in 1971,
1973,1977,1979,1981, and 1989.)

SEXUALITY AND ABORTION: A FAITHFUL RESPONSE

WHEREAS, Scripture teaches us that all human life is precious in God's
sight and teaches the importance of personal moral freedom; and

WHEREAS, previous General Synods, beginning in 1971, have considered
the theological and ethical implications ofabortion, and have supported it
legal availability, while recognizing its moral ambiguity and urging that
alternatives to abortion always be fully and carefully considered:; anti

WHEREAS, women and men must make decisions about unplanned or
unwanted pregnanmes that involve their physical, emotional, and spiritual
well-being; an

WHEREAS, the United States leads nearly all other developed nations of
th%| world in pregnancy, abortion, and childbearing rates for teen-agers;
an

WHEREAS, access to birth control is being jeopardized by decreases in
funding for human services, including family planmngwrogram_sl and
certain %[oups continue their efforts to reverse the Roe V. Wade decision of
1973, which affirms the right to choose a safe and legal abortion; and

WHEREAS, abortion is a socialjustice issue, both for parents dealing with
Pregnancy_and parenting under highly stressed circumstances, as well as
or our society asawhole; and
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WHEREAS, previous General Synods have called upon die church to
provide ?rogramslof counseling and education about the meaning and
nature of human life, sexuality, responsible parenUiood, population con-
trol, and family life;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sixteentii General Synod:

1. affirms the sacredness of all life, and die i. *ed to protect and defend
human life in particular,

2. encourages persons facing unplanned pregnancies to consider giving
btl)rth and parenting the child, or releasing die child for adoption, before
abortion;

3. upholds die right of men and women to have access to adequately
funded family planning services, and to safe, legal abortions as one option
among otiiers;

4, affirms die need for.adequatelly funded support systems, including
health and day care services, for diose who choose to raise children;

5. urges that resources on human sexuality being prepared by the Board
for Homeland Ministries be used widely in the churches, and that die
resolutions of previous General Synods on sexuality issues be distributed
and studied as part of tiiese resources;

6. urges the United Church of Christ, at all levels, to provide supixirt,
resources, and information to persons facing unplanned pregnancies, in-
cluding counseling of persons who choose to have abortions;

1. urges die United Church of Christ, at all levels, to provide educational
resources and programs to persons, especially young persons, to help
reduce die incidence of unplanned and unwanted pregnancies, and to
encourage responsible approaches to sexual behavior,

8. urges pastors, members, local churches, conferences, and instrumen-
talities to oppose actively legislation and amendments which seek to
revoke or limit access to safe and legal abortions.

United Methodist Church
General Conference, 1988

The beginning oflife and the ending oflife are the God-given boundaries of
human existence. While individuals have always had some degree of
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control over when they would die, they now have die awesome power to
determine when, and even whether, new individuals will be bom. Qur
belief in the sanctity of unborn human life makes us reluctant to approve
abortion. But we are equally bound to respect the sacredness of life and
well-being of die modier forwhom devastating damaﬁe_ may result from an
unacceptable pregnancy. In continuity witii past Christian teaching, we
recognize tragic conflicts of life witii life tiiat may justify abortion, and in
such cases support die legal option of abortion under proper medical
procedures. We cannot affirm abortion as an accePtable means of birth
control, and we unconditionally reject it asa means ofgender selection. We
call all Christians to a searching and prayerful inquiry into die sorts of
conditions tiiat may warrant abortion. Governmental laws and regulations
do not provide all the guidance required by the informed Christian con-
science. Therefore a decision concerning abortion should be made only
after tiloughtful and prayerful consideration by the parties involved, witii
medical, pastoral, and other appropriate counsel—Social Principles, 1988

When, through contraceptive or human failure, an unacceptable pre_?-
nancy occurs, we believe tiiat a profound regard for unborn human life
mustbe weighed alongside an equallﬁ profound reqard for fully develojied
IM?rsonhood, particularly when die physical, mental, and emotional healtii
ofthe pregnant woman and her family show reason to be seriously tiireat-
ened by the new lifejust forming. We reject the simplistic answers to the
problem of abortion which, on the one hand, regard all abortions as
murders, or, on the other hand, regard all abortions as procedures without
moral significance.

When an unacceptable pregnancy occurs, a family, and most of all die
e\;egmu_ll woman, is confronted witii die need to make a difficult decision.

e helieve tiiat continuance of a pregnancy which endangers die life or
health of the mother, or Foses otiicr serious problems concerning the life,
healtii, or mental capability of die child to be. is not a moral necessity. In
such a case, we believe the path of mature Christian judgement may
indicate the advisability of abortion. We supixirt the legal right to abortion
asestablished by the 1973 Supreme Court decisions. We encourage women
in counsel with husbands, doctors, and iwstors to make their own respon-
sible decisions concerning the personal or moral questions surrounding
the Issue of abortion.—ReSolution on Responsible Parenthood, 1988
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United Synagogue of America
Biennial Convention, 1975 (reaffirmed 1989)

Jewish tradition cherishes the sanctity of life, even the potential of life
which a pregnant woman carries within her. Under certain unfortunate
circumstances, such as when the life or healtii of the mother are in
jeopardy, Judaism sanctions, even mandates, abortion. Judaism does not,
however, condone or permit abortion for contraceptive purposes; and

Judaism does not believe that personhood and human rights begin with
conception. The premise that ﬁersqnhood begins with canception is
founded on a religious position which is not identical with Jewish tradition.
Therefore, under Sﬁeual circumstances, Judaism chooses and requires
abortion asan actwnich affirms and protects the life, well bein_P and health
ofthe mother. To deny ajewish woman and her family the ability to obtain
a safe, Iegall abortion when so mandated by Jewish tradition, is to deprive
Jews of their fundamental right of religious freedom;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Unitea Synagogue of
America continues to affirm its strong support for the 1973 Supreme Court
decision of Roc vi Wade. Any weakening, limitation, or withdrawal of the
Roe v Wadedecision is sure o produce tragic consequences. In lightofthe
recent Supreme Court decision, we must be diligent in our efforts to
safeguard and preserve the full personal and religious freedom given to the
American people.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the United
Synagogue of America opposes any legislative attempt through constitu-
tional amendments, the deprivation of medicaid, family services and/or
other current welfare services, to weaken the force of The United States
Supreme Court's decision permitting abortions. (1989)

Women's American ORT
1989

Women's American ORT reaffirms its long-held position that when and
whether to bear a child is a woman's private decision, and should not be
subject to intervention through legislation, Constitutional amendment or
judicial decree. 'lhe sole determinants for a woman making such u deci-
sion should be her own [x?rsonal convictions, needs and caiwcities. We
deplore any measures which erode these fundamental lights of choice and
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privacy. An added concern is that such measures frequently victimize
society's most vulnerable women—the poor and disadvantaged. We re-
gard such requirements as parental consent or notification, and unneces-
saan burdensome licensing criteria for clinics, to be thinly disguised
methods of restricting women's access to abortion. Further, we deem
unconscionable the militant tactics of some anti-choice protestors, includ-
ing harassment and intimidation of reproductive health care patients.
Undeniably, they have the right to express their views, but they do not
have the right to blockade clinic entrances or destroy clinic property.
Women's American OKI'will stand firm in |t30ﬁp.osmon toany attempts to
narrow the opportunity for women to control their own lives.

Women's League for Conservative Judaism
Biennial Convention, 1974 (reaffirmed 1982)

Reverence for life is the cornerstone ofour Jewish heritage. Since abortion
inJewish law is primarily for the mother's physical or mental welfare, we
deplore the burgeoning casual use ofabortion. Abortion should be "legally
available, but ethically restricted. Though the abortion of a fetus is not
equivalent to taking an actual life, it does represent die destruction of po-
tential life and must not be undertaken lightly "

However, Women's League also believes that the Bractice ofthe principle
of die separation of Church and State guaranteed by our Constitution has
kept our nation strong and preserved full freedom for the individual.
Women's League believes that transmitting religious values is die respon-
sibility of the religious sector.

Women's League for Conservative Judaism urges its Sisterhoods to op-
pose any legislative attempts through Constitutional amendments, die
deprivation of Medicaid, famlly services and/or other current welfare
services, to weaken the force of the Supreme Court's decision permitting
abortions. (1982)

‘from I/we and Sex: A ModlemJewish Perspective by Dr. Robert Gordis
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Young Women's Christian Association of the U.SA
National Convention, 1970,1973,1988

As ail organization rooted in the Christian faith, the YWCA is deeply
conscious of the difficult personal and ethical choices raised b?/ the issue of
abortion. The YWCA's position on this issue has been developed during
almost two decades of study and action by the official representatives of
our Associations across the countrg assembled in Convention. Eight suc-
cessive Conventions, 1967, 1970,1973, 1976, 1979,1982, 1985, and 1988
have addressed this issue.

The position of the YWCA is not "pro-abortion." It isa position supporting a
woman's right to make an individual decision based ujxin her own reli-
gious and ethical beliefs and her physician's guidance. This is the position
taken by the Supreme Court on January 22,1973, in the case of Roe v. Wadk.
The Court recognized that science cannot tell us “when life begins," for to
science, all life s continuum. ‘lhe answer to the question, “When does
personhood begin?" must remain in the ethical and religious realm.

Since there is a wide variation of opinion among religious groups and
individuals in our pluralistic society as to when personhood begins and
whatan ethical decision on abortion may be in different circumstances, the
YWCA holds that no one religious beliefshould be mandated by law. Our
government is exg_ressly commanded to make no law establishing any one
religion or prohibiting free expression of religion. Our position is su)>
ported by many of our members who would not themselves seek an
abortion, butwho are concemed to safeguard for all citizens the freedom of
religion and conscience guaranteed by our Constitution.

I"egal restrictions and Prohibition ofahortions affect primarily.Poorwomen,
depriving them of safe, medlcally-aBpro_ved. abortions, while women of
means can travel to locations where anortion is Iegial and safe.'Ihe problem
ofunwanted Fre nancies cannot be solved by outlawing abortions, and the
denial of public funding for abortions prevents some women from exercis-
ing a Constitutional right guaranteed to all.

For these reasons the YWCA supports “the rejjeal of all laws restricting or
prohllbltlng_abortlons performed by aduly licensed physician and supports
public funding for abortions and pre- and post-abortion counseling.
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RELIGIOUS COALITION I-OR ABORTION RIGHTS

The Iogfo ofthe Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights combines the
symbals of two great religions. The Christian cross is made up of
many branches rather than two strokes to represent the manY Sects
of Christianity. Its lower branch is part of the menorah, symbol of the
Old Testament, representing both the Jewish faith and'the roots of
Christianity. Resting on the base of three vertical bars (ancient
symbol of an active intellect), the cross and menorah are intertwined
to demonstrate the unity of purpose of the Coalition.

.. Foradditional informetion about
Religious ﬂlon?orliggrﬁoﬂﬁ%%@ vmn@orcallz
REIJGIOUS COALTTION FORABORTION RIGHTS

0 Maryland Avenue, NM

Washi gton I)].C. 20002
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Foreword

guage allows tremendous
breed'h of description. Our choice of words
open to new ideas and information are important in any controversy,
especially one related to the sensitive decisions women make about
birth control and abortion. No one wants to be misled by words that
convey a false image or impression.

All organizations utilize persuasive language, but some are not
content with using words to convey their true or precise meanings. Itis
essential, therefore, that words and texts in the abortion debate be
examined carefully for their meanings, as well as for the images they
convey so that a real and la. ing understanding of the issues in the
debate may be promoted.

The Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights iswell suited to prepare
this guide to terminology and imagery because the Coalition operates
within the religious and moral tradition of freedom aswell asresect for
persons. The Coalition asserts that women, as well as men, have the
capabilityandtherighttomake moral choicesregarding theirlives, their
health, their family security, and their future.

-|- he richness of the English lan-

John M. Swomley, Ph.D.

Emeritus Professor of Christian Ethics
St. Paul School of Theology

Kansas City, Missouri



The Power
of
Language

\J\I hen advocating for a cause, es-

T T pecially a controversial one,
nothing is as powerful as the language we use. Whoever defines the
debate has the battle half won. Words are chosen deliberately and
carefully to persuade, but persuasive speech becomes propaganda
when half-truths and inaccuracies are deliberately used to mislead.

The foundation ofthe carefully chosen language used by opponents
ofabortionrightsisatheologicalasserlionthathumanlifeorpersonhood
begins at conception—a belief not shared by all faith groups. Although
theologians have addressed the question of the beginning of life for
centuries without reaching a single answer, abortion rights opponents
promote their theological beliefas the one and only truth.

To them, “baby" is interpreted asasynonym for the fetusand women
who choose abortion are characterized as callous and irresponsible
"baby killers." Terms such as "abortion as birth control,” “abortion for
convenience," and “abortion on demand” imply that women who have
abortions do so lightly and without thought.

Further, opponents ofabortion rights select pictures and images that
trivializeand devaluewomen. Picturesoflate-term fetusesand abortions
are used to stir our emotions and to evoke images of babies, but the
images ignore the pregnant woman. Focusing on late-term fetuses
diverts ourattention from the pregnant woman and the small numberof
abortions performed afterthefirst twelve weeksofpregnancy. Only nine
percent of abortions are performed after the first trimester of preg-
nancy and only 0.01 percent after 24 weeks of pregnancy, the
approximate time ofviability— the point when afetus has the capacity
to survive outside the womb.1

1
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Words sucli as “baby killer" and “death chambers” clearly reflect an
anti-choice point ofview. Yet more subtle, equally dangerous terms find
theirway intojournalism and public discourse. Individuals often use the
misleadinglanguage.unawareofthelerms'half-truthsandinaccuracies.
How does this happen? The National Right to Life Committee and other
anti-choice groups work with anti-choice legislators to write legislation
using their carefully chosen, misleading language. The media then
report on this legislation, using the words essentially as they appear in
the bills. The media assumes tiiat legislative language is neutral. Thus,
the deceptive words are passed on to the public, which accepts them as
neutral and begins to use them, often unaware of these words’ subtle
manipulations.

Newspapers cairy such misleading headlines as “Mother's Right
Upheld Over Fetus's” and “Bill Would Ban Use of Abortion as Birth
Control.” Awoman islabeled a"mother” whether she has— or wants—
children. Calling a pregnant woman "mother” also lacks respect for
those pregnant women who, according to the teachings of their faith or
their conscience, do not consider themselves mothers until they give
birth, the moment when they believe that human life or personhood
begins. Calling abortion a "method of hirth control" legitimizes the
implication thatwomen ingeneral are irresponsible and that those who
decide upon abortion do so for trivial reasons.

These deceptive phrases are also reported on radio and television.
We hearon the evening news that “the Supreme Court handed down a
decision today on a matterof life and death." By equating abortion with
"a matter of life and death," the position that human life begins at
conception is reinforced.

All'who discuss abortion rights must be held accountable for their
words. To mislead and manipulate the public is dishonest. There is no
room for dishonesty in the sensitive discussion of abortion.

Words of Choice is intended to review the dishonest language of
abortion rights opponents and to reveal the false impressions these
words convey. Readers are encouraged to use Words of Choice as a re-
source for factual information concerning reproductive freedom and as
a basis to inform and educate those who use misleading language,
whether they do so purposefully or not.



GlossaryofTerms
Used by Opponents of
Abortion Rights

ABORTION ASBIRTH CONTROL

Opponents ofabortion rights claim that over 90 percent ofall abortions
arc used as a substitute for contraception.- Abortions excludedfrom this
definition are only some of those performed because a woman's life is in
dangcegét there isseverefetal deformity, or the pregnancy wesa esult ofrape
or incest

Referring to abortion as a primary method of contraception implies
thatwomen ingeneralareirresponsible and immoral. Further, itimplies
that those who choose abortion do so arrogantly, without carefully
considering the impact of their decisions upon themselves and their
families.

Contraceptive methods currentlyavailable inthe United Statesdo not
meet the health, economic, and social needs of many women. In 1987,
51 percent of women who obtained abortions in 1987 were using a
contraceptive method the month they became pregnant.3

According to a 1990 National Academy of Sciences report, wider
choices of contraceptive methods and greater access to these methods
existsinWestern Europe and some less developed countries than inthe
United States. Problems ofunintended pregnancy, unwanted children,
excessive ratesofabortion, and sterilizationsare the result ofthe United
States falling far behind many other countries in Ine development and
availability of safe, effective contraceptive methods,4

Many organizations opposing abortion state they have no policy on
contraception. Yet pressure from anti-abortion groups serves as an
obstacle in the contraceptive development process/1

3
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ABORTION FORCONVENIENCE

Anti-abortion activists define abortion as a matter of convenience,
depicting women who choose abortion as impulsive and careless.

What is dismissed as a “convenience" is in truth a judicious, wise
choice formany women. The fact that many women endure shouting,
harassing anti-abortionists atclinics is evidence notofconvenience but
what they consider a necessity.

Manypregnantwomenfacegreatdifficultyobtaininganabortiondue
to lack of access. More than 80 percent of U.S. counties, where 31
percentofwomen ofreproductive age live, have no identified abortion
providers. (See Waiting Period.)

ABORTION FORGENDER SBIECTION

legislation barting abortionfor the purpose ofgender selection is often
advocated by opponents o fabortion rights.

Such legislation servestopromote the image thatwomen are immor-
ally choosing abortion. Neitherstatisticsnorrecords existto document
the occurrence ofgender selection abortions in the United States. The
ideaofgender selection abortions is a myth.

ABORTION ON DEMAND

Opponents o fabortion rights assert that “abortion on demand" up until
the moment ofbirth is available in the United States. This claim implies
that a pregnant woman can walk into an abortion provider's office at any
time in her pregnancy and demand an abortion, litis is not true.

The Supreme Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortion
did not authorize "abortion on demand” up until birth. Ihe Supreme
Court ruled thatduring the first 12-14 weeks— the first trimester—of
pregnancy, the decision aboutanabortion isaprivate, medicalone to be
made by the woman in consultation with herdoctor. During the second
trimester,the Courtruled, the State may ini|)ose such restrictionsasare
necessary to safeguard the woman’s health, but may not ban the
procedure.
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During the third trimester, as the point of viahility approaches— the
point when a fetus has the capacity to survive outside the womb— the
Courtruled thatthe state'sinterestin protecting "potential life" becomes
compelling and that the State may prohibit all abortions except those
necessary to preserve the life or health ofa woman. Opponents assert
that the point of viability has moved to as early as 19 weeks of fetal
development, but scientific evidence indicates that viability has not
changed significantly since the 1973 decision.7

Fewwomenobtainabortionslate intheirpregnancies. M ore than half
of all abortions occur at or before the eighth week; 91 percent are
performed in the first trimester; and just over 96 percent lake place
during the first 15weeks ofpregnancy. Only one halfofone percentare
performed past 20 weeks of gestation with most of these at 21 or 22
weeks. Amere 0.01 percentofallabortions, only about 100-200 proce-
dures, are performed each year after 24 weeks of pregnancy.s

ABORTION PILL

Opponents of abortion rights label RU-1L86 the “death drug" and a
*human pesticide” and are committed tofight any attempts to test the drug
or bring it into the United States. 'lhcy claim that RU-486 is medically
harmfiil to women and argue that if it were available here, it would be
casually obtainable over Ihe counter.

RIM 86 is a synthetic hormone that terminates a pregnancy in the early
stagesoftlie firsttrimesterwhen taken with die hormone prostaglandin. By
replacing surgicalabortion, RIM 86 promises to make the termination ofan
unplanned pregnancy private, non-invasive, and free of the harassing envi-
ronmentatmany reproductive health care clinics, butRIM 86 isnotcurrently
available in the United States.

'Hie American Medical Association and the American Psychological
Association have endorsed testing and [xissible use ofthe pill."IStudies
conducted inFrance ;md GreatBritain attestto the safety and effectiveness
0fRU-486 when taken in conjunction with prostaglandin.2Studies also
reveal that RU-486 shows promise asatreatment forendometriosis,
breast cancer, Cushings disease, certain brain cancers, and viral
Infections."
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Currently in France where RU-486 wasdeveloped, the pillis distrib-
uted undercareful controls. Facli pill is registered and dispensed only
by designated clinics. The United States’ strict drug safety standards
could require similarly strict control.

ADOPTION

To opponents ofabortion rights there are only two optionsfor pregnant
women: adoption or keeping the child.

Adoption is a well-chosen, wise option for some women faced with
unplanned orproblem pregnancies. However,adoption cannot stand in
theplaceofabortion forallwomen.The physicalrisksand emotionaland
social burdens ofcarrying a pregnancy to term and then giving up the
baby foradoption eliminate such a choice for many women.

Although abortion, pregnancy, and childbirth are relatively safe,
pregnancy and childbirth are seven to 25 times more likely to result in
the death ofa pregnant woman than isan abortion.LM ore than halfof
all women who go through pregnancy and childbirth are treated for
some medicalcomplication and 30 percentare treated formajorcompli-
cations.I'Incontrast, the rate ofmajorcomplications from abortion, with
no preexisting complications or concurrent sterilizations, was 0.5 per-
cent from 1975to 1978.4

In addition, statistics show that notall children are adoptable. While
100adoptive couplesorsinglesarewailing forevery healthy white baby,
they are less willing to adopt minority and disabled chil ~ »u African
American children comprise25 percentofthechildrenadop. iorplacedin
adoptivehomesbutrepresent38percentofthechildren free foradoptiomind
awaiting placementl0

AMI-RICAN HOLOCAUST

Abortion and the Nazi Holocaust arefrequently equated by opponents of
abortion rights. 77icy refer to reproductive health care clinics as “death
chambers“and title the professionals whoperform abortions "Nazi butchers."

Thecomparisonisunconscionable;ittrivializes the immensity ofthe
Ilitlergovernment'sdeliberate and systematic attempt to annihilate the
entire Jewish |>opulation and other groups deemed “undesirable."
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Governmentalmurderofentire populationscannotbe equated with the
thoughtful, individual decision ofwhetheror nottocarryapregnancy to
term. (See Genocide.)

BABY,OR UNBORN CHILD

Abortion rights opponents consistently refer to a fetus as a “oaby."
"unborn childfo r #reborn." The use ofhumanizing terms such as ‘lliis
little guy" is also encouraged. '7

These words manipulate the public to perceive a fetus, from the
momentofconception,asacuteand cuddly baby. Potential human life
isequated with an actual human being.

BEGINNING OF LIFE

Abortion rights opponents claim the moral high ground by defining the
moment ofconception as the beginning ofhuman life or personhood.

Forcenturies, theologiansand scientistshaveargued the question of
the beginning of life without reaching consensus. 'Hie position of the
National Academy of Sciences is that "defining the time at which the
developingembryobecomesa|x>rson must remain amatterofmoralor
religious value.”

Placingintolaw only one theory concerning the beginningofhuman
life or personhood imposes a single theological |x*rspective on all
individuals, regardless ofthe teachings of theirown faiths and violates
the constitutional guarantee of freedom of religion. However, at least
three stateshave declarationsoflegislative intentwhich clearly state that
life beginsatconception, thereby implying a fetusisalegal person.'Hie
states are Illinois, Louisiana, and Missouri.18

CUNIC RESCUES

To “rescue the habies, "demonstratorsfrom anti-abortiongroups such as
"Operation Rescue" physically block the doors of reproductive health care
facilities toprevent abortionsfrom taking place.

While these demonstrators harass women seeking abortions and
medical personnel performing the procedure, they also prevent clinic
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access to individuals seeking contraceptives and basic reproductive
health care. In 1985,47 percentofabortion providers, serving 83 percent
ofall abortion patients, were harassed.2

These so called "rescuers” try to equate their activities with the non-
violent protests ofthe CivilRights Movement but many are arrested for
assault, trespassing and invasion. The comparison is invalid. The aim of
the Civil Rights Movement was to provide equal opportunities to
persons denied opportunities because ofrace, ethnicity and/or sex but
“rescuers” try to rescind and restrict rights.

When brought to trial, "rescuers" attempt to use the “necessity” or
“choice ofevils"defense,excusingtheirviolenceasnecessary toprevent
the “murderofunborn children." While mostjudges are notinfluenced
by such, they have acquitted trespassers using this defense in at least
two states.21

Demonstrators continue to blockade clinic doors despite Federal
injunctions preventing them from doing so. Randall Terry, founder of
Operation Rescue, has stated, "We have our own injunction. God’s
injunction."2

FETALTISSUE RESEARCH

Opponents ofabortion rights arc opposed to research usingfetal tissue
despite its possible stccess m treating Parkinson's disease, spinal cord
injuries, epilepsy, diabetes, and Alzheimers disease.-11hcy contend that
this research will encourage women to have abortions in order to profit
from the procedure, 'ihcy argue that these women will choose to become
*haby machines, "supplying the necessaryfetal tissue asa way ofincreasing
their income to providefor tiwirfamilies.

Abortion is a sometimes painful but necessary choice that women
mustmake.Women willnotbecome pregnantinorderto profitfrom the
sale of aborted fetal tissue, and responsible clinics will not engage in
such practice.

In-addition,women facing unplanned pregnanciesare notinterested
in reading research which shows that fetal tissue can be used in the
treatment of certain diseases. That is simply not a factorin awoman'’s
decision to terminate a problem pregnancy.
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GENOCIDE

Opponents ofabortion rights claim thatabortion isgenocide ofpeople of
color, lliey contend that peaple of color are coerced into obtaining abor-
tions at inner-city reproductive health care clinics by medical personnel,
many ofwhom arc white.

Webster'sDictionarydefinesgenocideas"thedeliberateand system-
atic destruction of a national, political, or cultural group."24 This argu-
mer of abortion rights opponents is intended to make a pregnant
woman of color believe that if she chooses abortion, she is guilty of
participating in the annihilation of her race. Women ofcolor and their
families are denied the right to make wise, judicious, and responsible
decisions. (See American Holocaust.)

HUMAN BEING

From the moment of conception, human cells arc referred to as a
human being by anti-abortion rights activists.

Such terminology is known as prolepsis, defined as "an anticipating,
especially the describing ofaneventasifithad already happened,”when
infactitmay be monthsaway oritmayneverhappen.2Justas stepping
on and crushing an acorn is not the destruction ofan oak tree, human
cells from the moment ofconception are not human Ix-ings. (See Person.)

INNOCENT HUMAN LIFE

~ Opponents ofabortion rights describe all fetuses as “innocent human
life," thus implying that women who choose abortion defile innocence and
arequilty, sinful murderers as well,

Theterm "innocenthuman life” wasoriginally used by various popes
to refer to fetal life that has committed no sin. The word “innocent”
comes from two tatin words, in (not) and NOCEre (to harm) and therefore
meansnotharmfulornotdangerous. Some fetuses, though,are harmful
to the life or health of the pregnant woman.
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MEDICALNECESSITY

Some abortion rights opponents will accept abortion when the life ofa
pregnant woman is at risk but not when danger to Iter health makes the
procedure medically necessary.

Anumberofhealtliconditionsare exacerbated by pregnancy such as
epilepsy, diabetes, malignant tumors, hypertension, kidney disease,
sickle cell anemia, and heart disease. Pregnancy in these cases in-
creasesthe severity ofthe disease and can lead topermanentdamage.

MOTHER

Abortion rights opponents refer to all pregnant women, even the 11-
year-old pregnant giri, as “mother" without knowing whether the women
have or want children. They define motherhood by the nine months of
pregnancy and the genetic tic between the woman and thefetus.

Libeling pregnantwomen “mother" creates imagesofbabies, again
defining the decision to terminate a pregnancy as negative. The Dictio-
nary defines“mother"as“awomanwhohashorneachild:... (onewho)
nurturesinthemannerofamother."27Motherhood and parenting,when
chosen, can be experiences filled with joy. But the label of “mother”
promoted by opponents ofabortion rights disregards the responsibili-
tiesofnurturing, loving, feeding and clothing children.

MURDER

llased on tlieit position that a fetus is @ human being, opponents of
abortion rights describe abortion as "murder"andlabel women who choose
to terminate their pregnancies ‘murderers.m

If lliis assumption were more than misleading rhetoric and were
carried to its logical conclusion, then women who choose abortion
would be charged with murderand would face die death penalty or life
imprisonment. Under these circumstances, the partner who partici-
patesinthedecision,theclergywhocounsels,orthe health professional
who [R*rforms the abortion would be charged as accessories to the
‘murder.”
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Il addition, using false language such as "murder” creates the
impression thataoortion— alegalmedicalpractice— isnotonly immoral
hut also illegal.

PARENTALRIGHTS

Anti-abortion rights advocates, asserting the right ofall parents to be
involved in their children's decisions regarding abortion, have been
proposing laws which dictate parental involvement and parent-child
communication.

Many teenagersvoluntarily seek out the love, support, and guidance
oftheirparentswhen faced with such a difficult decision. More than 50
percent ofabortion patients 17-years-old and youngerinvolved at least
one parent in their decision.2l

Legally mandating parent-child communication endangers those
teenagers who feel they cannot talk with their parents for legitimate
reasons, including afearofabuse,lossofparentallove, or because their
pregnancy isaresultofincest. Consequently, these teenagersare more
likely to seek abortions in unsafe environments. Judicial bypass proce-
dures, although often established to serve pregnant teenagers, are
discriminatory, burdensome, and often ineffective.

Those proposing parental notification and consent legislation note
thatevenearpiercingrequiresparentalinvolvement. This trivializes the
seriousnessofan unwanted pregnancy. Mow many teenagers have died
from a back-alley ear piercing?

PERSON

'lhe anti-abortion rights movement defines a fertilized eggfrom the
momentofconception asa person because it contains 46 chromosomes, the
fullgenetic blugprintfor a human body.

Justasablueprintforahouse isnotahouse, agenetic blueprint for
a human body is not a person. A person is the cumulative result of a
process,notmerely acollection ofgenes. Scientists have estimated that
only one-third to one-halfofall fertilized eggs develop beyond concep-
tion even in the most favorable medical circumstances.?'
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The U.S. Constitution defines a person as one who is “bom." The
Supreme Court ruled in Roe v. Wade that in the Constitution “the use of
the word (jierson) issuch thatithas application only postnatally. None
indicates, with any assurance, that ithas any possible pre-natal applica-
tion.”3 The Bible defines a person as “nefesh,” one who breathes.l

POSTABORTION SYNDROME (PAS)

Opponents ofabortion rights define Post Abortion Syndrome (PAS) as
aform ofpost-traumatic stress disorder with long-term chrniic symptoms
which include nightmares, feelings ofguilt, and attempted suicide. 'lhcy
claim that PAS is widespread not only among women who have had
abortions but also among the men and parents involved in the decision.

While opponents claim post-traumatic stress disorder exists follow -
ing abortion, abortion does not meet the American Psychiatric
Association’s definition of trauma.3 Women may feel normal psycho-
logical reactions similar to postpartum depression for a few weeks
because of hormonal changes following abortion.

The American Psychological Association convened an expert panel
to examine 19 studies on the psychological impactofabortion. In April
1990, the panelunanimously concluded: “Although there may be sen-
sations of regret, sadness or guilt, the weight of the evidence from
scientific studies indicates thatlegalabortion ofan unwanted pregnancy
in the first trimester does not pose a psychological hazard for most
women.... Afterfirst trimesterabortion, mostwomen most frequently
report feeling reliefand happiness  Severe negative reactions after
abortionarerareandcanbestbe understood in the framework ofcoping
with a normal life stress."%

'Die American Psychiatric Association also recently studied the
psychological impact of abortion on women. A panel of six leading
psychiatrists concluded in May 1990 that based on their research,
“government restrictions on abortion are more likely to cause women
lasting harm than the procedure itself."3
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PRO-ABORTION

The anti-abortion rights movement refers to supporters ofa womans
right to choose ahortion as ‘pro”bortion."

This Libel is misrepresentative and dishonest The term “pro-abortion”
obscures the support of the reproductive rights movement fora woman’s
righttochooseasoneamongawhole range ofoptions, including parenthood
and adoption.Italsoignoresthe movement'semphasison family planning—
die prevention of unwanted pregnancy—and its affirmation of women as
responsible, judicious, and moral decision makers.

Tobeprochoice isnottobe “pro-abortion.” One canconsidermany
abortions immoralbut believe thatabortion must remain a legal choice
and oppose any government interference in that choice.

PRO-UFE

The opponents of abortion rights, in promoting themselves as ‘pro-
life,” imply that those in support ofa woman's right to choose abortion
are "anti-life.”

Acdvistsin supportofawoman'sright tochoose abortion also define
themselvesas“pro-life.” “Life"encompassesbodithe physicallife of die
woman and the quality oflife of her family and child should she choose
to carry the pregnancy to term.

RAPE AND INCEST

Some who oppose abortion rights arc willing to make exceptions in cases
ofrape or incest,

Exceptionsforvictimsofrapeorincestare necessary. Unfortunately,
these exceptions are often only appearances ofcompassion because of
strictrequirements which mandate reporting within hours ofdie crime
to law enforcement or public health agencies. Without fulfilling these
often unrealistic requirements, vicdins may be deprived of access to
abortion services.
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Opponents of abortion rights walk a fine line within their own
movement when they condone any abortion. Based on their own
definition, they are guilty of being accessories to "murder” in certain
circumstances by accepting rape and incest exceptions.

Rai>e and incest exceptions are only a first step in keeping the
abortion right safe. However, abortion rights opponents promote these
exceptions asamoderate solution to the abortion controversy. Making
abortion acceptable only when the pregnancy isa result of abuse or a
woman's powerlessness is neither moderate nor a solution.

SACREDNESS OR SANCTITY OF LIFE

Opponents ofabortion rights try to claim (lie moral high ground by
asserting the ‘sacrcdness or sanctity ofhuman life" to defend theirposition.
By implication then, supporters ofabortion rights become immoral, irreli-
gious and unconcerned about human life.

This concern for the "sacredness ofhuman life” is, however, some-
what limited: itignores the life of the pregnant woman and her existing
family. The terms “sacrednessoflife" or "sanctity of life” do not appear
in the Bible. Instead, there is an emphasis on "love ofneighbor” in die
sense ofcaring, concern and respect for persons;5

THE SILENT SCREAM”

T7i« 1985 anti-abortion film depicts the movement ofa 12-weck-old
fetus as purposeful and interprets these reflexes during abortion as indica-
tive ofpain.

‘Hiefilm distorts the truth. Itattemptstoengage theviewer'sempathy
for the fetus without reference to the pregnant woman. According to
medical experts from the American College of Obstetrics and Gyne-
cologists, a 12-week-old fetus cannot feel pain because there is no
consciousawarenesspriorto the seventh month ofpregnancy when the
cerebral cortex is ready to function continuously.37
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WAITING PERIODS

Anti-abortion advocatesfrequently attempt to impose a waiting period
between a pregnant womans visit to her doctor or reproductive health care
clinic and when she obtains an abortion.

This waiting period requirement again implies that women make
decisionscc icemingabortion casuallyand willtake the time to thought-
fully consider their decisions only if it is legally mandated. Waiting
period requirements impose a great emotional burden on pregnant
women by increasing the time, the health risks, and the costinvolved in
obtaining an abortion.

The health risk to pregnant women from legal abortion rises as
gestational age increases. More than halfofallabortions are performed
atorbefore eightweeks ofpregnancy. At 11 or 12weeksofpregnancy,
abortion istl:ree timesmore dangerous. Abortions performed after the
firsttrimesterinvolve greaterrisk than those [x?rformed during the first
trimester.3"

More than 90 jlercent of nonmetropolitan counties are without
abortionproviders.Thisleavesthe 83 percentofwomenwho live outside
metropolitan areas without immediate access to abortion services.dl
Requiring a second trip to an abortion provider can increase transpor-
tation and lodging costs and may also involve additional time missed
from work or school.



Conclusion

F - ormany years, our nation has
been enmeshed in a contro-
versy over the freedom of women to choose safe and legal abortion.
Opponents of abortion rights assert that human life or personhood
begins at conception. A fetus is thus viewed as a "person” and abortion
is the equivalent of “murder." 'Hie foundation of their argument rests
noton biological fact but on religious beliefs that all faith groups do not
share. This shows most clearly thatabortion islargely a religious issue.
Abortion rights opponents are attempting to place into secular law
restrictions on abortion rights based on their theological belief that
human life or personhood begins at conception. Such laws prohibit
people who do notshare that theological belieffrom making decisions
concerning unplanned pregnancies according to the teachings of their
faiths. These lawsalso violate the religious freedom ofthose [>coplewho
believe abortion may be a moral alternative to a problem pregnancy.
Because some churches made abortion a religious issue, other
religiousgroups haveresponded by defending reproductive freedom as
a matter of religious liberty. The diversity of religious views in this
country on the sensitive issue of abortion requires that the abortion
decision must remain with the individual, to be made on the basis of
conscience and personal religious principlesand free from government
interference.

'Ihe issue ofabortion continues to be discussed, debated, and even,
unfortunately, sensationalized. In hopes of keeping the controversy
honest, we ask opponents of abortion rights to commit to a common

17



18 W ORDS OF CHOICE

linguistic ground where terms and imagery reflect the truth. To settle
this controversy, we must also commit to a compromise which is
considerate ofeach side’s legitimate beliefs.

Justsuchacompromisewasconstructed by the 1973 Supreme Court
decision in the matter of Roc v. Wade. 'Hie Court carefully mediated
between (1) awoman's fundamental interestin personal privacy which
includes the decision to terminate apregnancy; (2) every state’s interest
inpromoting the healtii ofitsfemale citizens; and (3) a state's interest in
the potential life of a fetus that is viable.

The language and effortsofabortion rights opponents dismantle this
compromise and demonstrate no respect for women's fundamental
rights and their ability to make wise, judicious, and moral decisions.
Theiractionsalso interjectgovernment involvementinto the middle of
family decision-making.

As this controversy continues, the entire nation loses.

« The United States lags far behind many other countries in the
development of new methods of contraception and. as a result, the
number of unintended pregnancies, unwanted children, and abor-
tions is higher than necessary.4

« Teenagepregnancy, birth,and abortion ratesin the United Slatesare
among the highest of developed countries.4

« The number of pregnant women who received no prenatal care
increased fifty percent from 1980 to 1987.4

* 'Hie United States ranks behind nineteen otller industrialized nations
inthe rate ofinfant mortality.8BInfant mortality rates in cities such as
Washington, D.C., Detroit, and Philadelphiaare higherthan insome
third world countries. The situation is es|x?cially tragic for African
American infants who are more than twice as likely to die as white
infants.4

While our nation struggles endlessly with the divisive issue of
abortion, vital reproductive health care needs go unmet. Not until a
woman'sconstitutional righttoreproductive freedom issecure— facing
no threats, requiring no defense— can we work solely and aggressively
to solve the numerous reproductive health care problems that trouble
our nation.

Without resj)cct for reproductive freedom, our nation's overwhelm-
ing reproductive health care problems will persist.



The Religious
Coalition for

A bortion Rights

T he Religious Coalition for

Abortion Rights is a national

nonprofit, nonpartisan coalition of 35 Protestant, Jewish, and other

denominations and faith groups. While religiously and theologically

diverse, we are unified in our commitment to preserve reproductive
freedom.

The Coalition believes that the right of reproductive freedom is
intrinsically tied to religious liberty. We opixise any attempts to enact
into secular law restrictions on abortion based on one particular theo-
logical definition of when the fetus becomes a person.

Because ofthe range of religious beliefs on this sensitive issue, the
abortion decision mustremain free from government interference. The
decision must remain with the woman, to be made in accordance with
herconscienceand personalreligiousprinciplesand inconjunction with
her family, herclergy and her doctors.

'flie Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights was formed by ten
denominations and faith groups in 1973 as a response to religiously-
based efforts aimed at overturning the landmark Supreme Court deci-
sion, Roe v. Wade. Most ofour member groups have held pro-choice
positionsforanumberofyears—and worked forthereformofrestrictive
state laws prior to 1973.

Based in Washington, D.C., we have affiliates and active groups
across the country. Our Clergy for Choice and Voices for Choice
networks effectively educate and mobilize people in the pews. Hie
Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights is the only national pro-choice
organization with an initiative targeted toward women of color. Our

19
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Women of Color Partnership Program serves as a vehicle through
which African American, Latin American, Asian/Pacific Islander
American,and NativeAmericanwomen canbecomeactivelyinvolved as
decision makers in the reproductive rights movement.

Foradditional information, call or write:

Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights
100 Maryland Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
(202) 543-7032



NOTES

1. R.B. Gold, Abortion and Women's Health: A Turning Pointfor America,
(New York, NY: Alan Gultinacher Institute, 1990) 22-23.

A full term pregnancy lasts about 40 weeks. Pregnancy is divided into
three trimesters, each approximately 12-14 weeks long.

2. D. Andnisko, “Idaho Passes Centerpiece RTL Legislation,” National Right
to Life News, 15 March 1990.

3. S.K. Henshaw andJ. Silverman, "The Characteristics and Prior Contrace[>
tive Use of U.S. Abortion Patients," Family Planning Perspectives. 20:1988,158.

4, L Maslroianni Jr., PJ. Donaldson, and T.T. Kane, cds., developing New
Contraceptives: Obstacles and Opportunities, (Washington, D.C.. National
Academy Press, 1990) 37,12.14.

5. Ibid., 4849.

6. SK.llenshawandJ. Van Vort, “Abortion Services in the United States, 1987
and 1988," Family Planning Perspectives, 22:1990,102.

7. Amici Curiae Briefof 1(57 Distinguished Scientistsand Physicians, Including
11 Nobel Laureates, in Support of Apixdlecs, Webster v. Reproductive Health
Services. 109 S. Ct. 3040 (1989) (No.88605) 8-14.

8. R.B. Gold. Abortion and Women's Health, op. cit. (see note 1).

9. *AMAEndorses Testing, Use of French Abortion Pill," Washington Post, 29
June 1990: M.Allukian, Jr., statement (on behalfofthe American Public Health
Association), before the Regulation, Business Opportunities and Energy
Subcommittee of the Committee on Small Business, U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, 19 November, 1990.

10. L Silvestre, et.al,, “Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy with Mifeprestone
(RU 486) imd a Prostagrlandi_n_Analogue: A large-Scale French Experience,"
New EnglandJournal otMedicine, 322:1990,645: A. Templeton, “ The Efficacy
and Tolerance of Mifepristone and Prostaglandin in First Trimester Termina-
tion of Pregnancy," HritishJournal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 97:1990,480.

A



2 W ORTUDS 0 F CHOICE

11. M. Allukian. Jr.. statement., op. ciL, (see note 9).

12. Human Resources and Intergovernmental Relations Subcommittee on
Government Operations, 77/e Federal Role in Determining lhe Medical and
Psychological Impact of Abortion on Women, 101st Cong., Ist sess., 1989, H.
Rept. 101-392,6.

13. R.B, Gold, A. Kenney, and S. Singh, Blessed Events and the Bottom Line;
FinancingMaternity Care In the United States, (New York N Y:AlanGuttmacher
Institute, 1987) 10.

14.C.Tielze and S.K. Henshaw, InducedAbortion: A WorldReview, 1986, (New
York, NY: Alan Guttmaclier Instihite, 1986) 10%.

15. Lord, "DesperatelySeekinWab :Ten Million Americans Are Struggling to
Have Children,” U.S. News & World Report, 5 October, 1987 64,

16. National Committee for Adoption, Adoption Facthook, (Washington, D.C.:
National Committee for Adoption, 1989) 191,

17.J.C. Wilke and B. Wilke, Abortion Questionsand Answers, (Cincinnati: Hayes
Publishing, 1989) 240.

18. 77/e Human Life Bill: Hearings Before the Subcommittee on Separation of
Powers ofthe Senate Committee on theJudiciary, 97th Cong., Ist sess., 1981.

19. National Abortion RighlsAction League (NARAL), WhoDecides?A State by
State Review ofAbortion Rights, (Washington, D.C.: National Abortion Rights
Action League, 1989) 28,38,53.

20.J. Forrestand S K. Henshaw, "Hie HarassmentofU.S. Abortion Providers,"
Family Planning Perspectives, 19:1987,9.

21. “Nebraska Rescuers Acquitted, Use Necessity Defense," Rescue Report,
Au?ust./Septem.ber 1990; A. Jackson, “Abortion Protesters Acquitted in City,"
St. Turuis Post-Dispatcli, 25 August, 1989.

"Hie pre.unble of the Missouri abortion law states that “the life of each
human begins at conception” and “unborn children have protectable
interests in life, healtii, and well-being." In Wehsterv. Reproductive Health
Services, the Supreme Court upheld this declaration by reasoning that it
is merely a "value judgement favoring childbirth over abortion.” How-
ever, inacquitting protestors of trespass charges, St. ljiuis CircuitJudge
Arthur F. MiorelU noted that Missouri law states life begins at conception.
lle said from the bench, "I'm satisfied that Missouri law provides for lhe
protection of these children.”



NOTES 23

22. L Wheelerand K. Harrislon, "Hundreds Arrested DC Abortion Protests,”
Washington Post, 18 November, 1990,

23.P.Donovan. "Funding Restrictions on Fetal Research: ‘Die Implications for
Science and Health,” Family Plannm%Perspectlves, 22:1990,224; M. Specter,
“Abortion Issue Chills Research,” Washington Post, 27 March 1990.

24. Webster's Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary.

25. Webster's New World Dictionary of the American Language, 2nd College
cd.

26. Amici Curiae BriefofAmerican Public Health Association, eL al., in support
of Appellees, Webster v. Reproductive Health Services 109 S. Ct. 3040 (1989)
(No. 88—605) 15.

21. Webster's New World Dictionary, op. cit. (see reference 25).

28.A Torres,J.D. Forrest, and S. Eisman, "Telling Parents: Clinic Policies and
Adolescents’ Use of Family Planning and Abortion Services," Family Planning
Perspectives, 12:1980,28-1.

29.K.L Moore, The DevelopingHuman: Clinically Oriented Embryology, 3d ed.,
(Philadelphia: W .B. Saunders Company, 1982) 49.

30. Roe v. Wade. 410 U.S. 113 (1973).

31. Nefesh occurs more than 700 times in the Hebrew Bible as the usual term
for the living human being. lllustrationsare in Ezekiel 37:8-10 and Genesis 2:7.

32. Human Resources and Intergovernmental Relations Subcommittee, 77t
Federal Pole, op. cit., (see note 12) 10-11.

33. H.P. David, Transnational Family Research Institute, statement (on behalf
ofthe American Public Healtii Association), before the Human Resources and
Intergovernmental Relations Subcommittee of the Committee on Government
Relations, U.S. House of Representatives, 16 March 1990,

34.N. Adler, ct. al, “Psychological Responses After Abortion," SCience, 248:1990,
41,

35. M. Si>octcr, "Psychiatric Panel Condemns Abortion Restrictions," Wash-
Ington Post, 16 May, 1990.



24 W OoRDS 0F CHOICE

36. Exodus 22:21, Leviticus 19:18, Mark 12:33.

37. American College of Obstetrics and Gynecologists. “Statement on Pain of
the Fetus,” 13 February, 1984.

“We know tiiat the cerebellum attains its final configuration in the
seventh month and that myelinizalion (or covering) of the spinal cord
and the brain begins between the 20th and 40th weeks of pregnancy.
These, as well as other neurological developments would have to be in
place for the fetus to perceive pain. To feel pain, a fetus needs
neurotransmitted hormones. In animals, these complex chemicals de-
velop in the last third ofgestation. We know of no evidence that humans
are different.”

38. R.B. Gold, Abortion and Women's Health, op. cit, (see note 1) 30-31.
39. S.K. Henshaw and J. Van Vort, “Abortion Services,” op. cit. (see note 6).

40. L Maslroianni, Jr., PJ. Donaldson, and T.T. Kane, eds., Developing New
Contraceptives, op. cit. (see note 4),

41. S.K. Henshaw and J. Van Vort, "Patterns and Trends in Teenage Abortion
and Pregnancy,” Teenage Pregnancy in the United States, (New York, NY: Alan
Guttmacher Institute, 1989).

42.The National Commission to Prevent Infant Mortality, Troubling Trends: The
Health of America's Next Generation, (Washington, D.C.. National Commis-
sion to Prevent Infant Mortality, 1990) 32.

43, l|Jnited Nations Statistical Office, Population and Vital Statistics Report,
April 1990.

44. National Center for Health Statistics, Health, United States, 1989,
(Hyattsville, MD: Public Health Service, 1990) 107.



o . GM&Q)
Alaska Civil Liberties Union PCS 201844 Anchorage, AK 98520

%PothlK ?Séaﬁ ehbacsﬁ Executive Director, ACLU
pri

25, 1991

COMVENTS CN 1B 2566
TneAG_UcrEHnends the re enttve of EheA aska Hous e
i FLE R e
irr Ir[rca rate er [e gp
e urr%Sona\rﬁzasret?Jd § omion % a e Pa ﬁ% %
8Pﬁr eve? mérvr uaI oscrene an ?n n ﬁ
governmen

268 aI Ishes roductive choice must not .become a
et Rl SR S
Impoverished vrorren
T dh ol e e ol s o, g

mar Iirq t O[)I ing, of abor ronse 8e Pm V ﬁe
i e 'Sgkrorr e
E\ ﬁ |p Hrarntarn his traér g J!
errh rr S R R
mes ? accoun ? e C|ve

i %E%e” ehk S (} [ i

—re—

i
wn
'_O'm

rg% 10NS our
S oub { on fe era onst ron ec
gr % ca;es SUC asP rn o V
o Iner v are con

n r aska under, the prrvc
d rEue? ran ﬂfqme me houﬁfa?‘e?a”@oesaﬁf Hrl
0 erefere wi exrs ing cons |t aw
e debate over abortion can, be painful, e otlon d
B Ee rrrefﬁer B
Ty Xﬁrry R L e
{ the %Yron of aho rrl 10N remains sa?

SO d



EJIJgE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
j\lir.a Kinney, MSW
Uneau

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Cheryl Mann, ACSW
Anchorage

VICE-PRESIDENT

Colleen Patrick-Riley, ACSW

Anchotjg#

SECRETARY

Theresa Swedo, ACSW
Chugiak

TREASURER
Sharon Adelmeyer, ACSW
Juneau

NORTHERN REGION

Glen Watson, ACSW
Fairbanks

SOUTHCENTRAL REGION

Tom Refiner, ACSW
Anchorage

SOUTHCENTRAL REGION

Jan MacClarence, ACSW
Anchorage

SOUTHEASTERN REGION

Wayne McCollum, MSW
Douglas

WESTERN REGION

Lola Mallette, ACSW
Bethel

AT LARGE REPRESENTATIVE

Melinda Glass, ACSW
Bethel

STUOENT REPRESENTATIVE

Bernle Person
Anchorege

ALASKA CHAPTER
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SOCIAL WORKERS

8923 Tanis Drive
Juneau, Alaska 99801
(907) 789-7099

Executive Director
William Dicbels, LCSW

POSITION PAPER
SB 249, REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT

The Alaska Chapter of the National Association of Social
Workers (NASW) strongly supports the passage of SB 249,
Reproductive Privacy Act. On a national basis, NASW's
Delegate Assembly established a policy affirming a woman's
right to choose whether to have an abortion. NASW's position
on abortion is to support self-determination, or a woman's
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The Honorable Justice Blackmun wrote, ".. Every year many
women, especially poor and minority women, would die or
suffer debilitating physical trauma, all in the name of
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matter of individual conscience, not governmental coercion.
Reproductive choices of Alaskans must be protected by law.
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Risolutions

No. 49 RIGHT TO PRIVACY IN TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY

Introduced by California Delegation

HOUSE ACTION; FOLLOWING EXISTING POLICY, WITH ADDITION OF THIRD
PARAGRAPH, REAFFIRMED IN LIEU OF RESOLUTION 40;

Abortion ii a medical procoduM and should bt performed only by a duly Hears*«d physician

in conformance with standaros of good medical practlca ana tho laws Of the tteto,

No physician O othor professional parsonnal shall bu required to perform an tct violative of
good medical judgment 01 personally held morel prindisltsi, in these circumstances good
medical practice requires only that lhe physician or other professional withdraw from the case

so long as tha withdrawn U consistent with good medical praotlos.

Tha American Medical Association supports the position that th* -arly termination of prsg.
nancy Is a maoieal .natter between tho patient ar.c the physician, subject to the physicien'l

clinical judgment, the patient's informed consort and the availability of appropriate facilities.

RESOLVED, That t~s Amer.cars Vedical Allocation support ;na position that ro government nor
jovernmenta! agency shoud do mte-posad cetween a patent and her phyjic'an with regard to thj termi-

netlon of a pregnancy.

No. 50 UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
Introduced by Connecticut, Mu.no. Massachusetts, Niw Hampshire,

Rhode lIsland and Vermont Delegations
HOUSE ACTION: REFERRED TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR DECISION

RESOLVED, That ;no American Medical AssoCiibon Board of Trgjte«s monitor the United Nations
Convention on tne Rights of the Child; and bo it further

RESOLVED. That tne AMA tend its suoporr to the treaty if the policy end articles of the treaty
remem consistent with AMA policy, and/or if there aro particular arfdes that ara not consistent with

AMA po’'icy, the AMA voice .ts concern to tho United States government which can axerclse its right to

request e reservation.

No. 51 STATE MEDICAL PRACTICE ACT - COMMUNITY-BASED MEDICAL SERVICES
Introduced by Amorlcin Academy of Pediatrics

HOUSE ACTION; REFERRED TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR REPORT
BACK TO THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES

RESOLVED, That 'n* American Medical Association develop state model legislation pursuant to
Incorporating thi performance o' cornmumty-basea meaicai services, both heslth care dollviry and con-
luitetiv# in nature, whon periornvrg outside of office. hosp:tal and home settings as standard elements ot

tha state medical practice t-et; and bo = further

RESOLVED. That tne AMA e icoui-js " "h rate medical society ;o urga the enactment of such

legislation in their respective states.



12.

RESOLUTION 158 — POLICY ON ABORTION
Resolution *58 -'ailed upon the
opposition
the AKA to decide individually, to take
construed as an atterr.pt to alter or
individual physicians regarding abortion
promote nor oppose legislative proposal*®
abortion procedures.
The House of Delegates amended Resolution
(deletion of third Resolve)
Resolved That it is che position
Medical Association that the
or opposition to abortion s
of the AMA to decide individually,
values or beliefs; and be it
Resolved, That the AKA take no
construed as an attempt to alter
personal views of individual
abortion procedures.

RESOLUTION

158 ADOPTED AS AMENDED

0" aBortiéh’

influence
procedures,

issue
a raaccer

further

which may be
influence

physicians regarding
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= Incentives for employers to establish
quality child care programs at or near lhe wort

site.

HEALTHAND SAFETY

NEAsnpports-

= establishmenlandfundingo fprogramsand
standards lo proleel children from physical,
sexual, oe card tonal abuoe and/or neglect;

a leglslalioa lo assist communities ia
developing programs to help parente protect
children from danger, W health, or hunger,

¢ KOCIW mjBtIMTNIi WM MMEMARREA
add a bitteringagent toad poborous household
products;

= federal funding for local development and
delivery of turrkulam about Ihe buama ins-
muaodcficicucy virua (HI1V) lo empower stu-
dents lo protect Ibeauclves from acquired
Immnaodefkicaty syndrome (AIDS);

a cooperative public and private efforts for
Iheidentificalion,beation, and returnof missing
childrta;

= establishmeal and funding of support
[iniln n forhtwwhM ofrfm d o ifil rt"ktir m~

a strong, effectively enforced laws go'Wining
Ibe employment of minors ia order lo protect
yoM | peopic*i KCMKItd ufctjr M veN M their
lime for education;

« federal ambiance lo arboote and com-
munlite* for Ibe eataMbhawnt and funding of
education programswhich addrcas preventiono f
substance abuse and rehabilitation of victims;

a federal aarislancc to achoob and com-
munities for impiementalioo o f effective youlh
suicide prevention programs;

a federal support for school meal programs
lo provide adequate, appetizing, and nutritious
roods;

a provisionof nutrition assistmet lo families

unable lo meet basic nutrition needs;

® minimum standard* for youth camp* aat

school bus safely;
¢ court-assured paymento f designated cite

support.
YOUTHSERVICES

NEA supports-

s ooNsborativs community efforts incfudbg
programs to Increase dtben and businem gray
Involvemeat in aasblbg and reclaiming yoadi

who have dropped outo fschool;

icrvktc, prm bric tft, focfCMMI*

JAWWrWrCi ™ fMMC MnKIKMi M [ |
larp lo wUfeMi §41ke local leveli

C flplIfy 00d OUMpetitfMCprogrooVy t
prrtotmof iM dK nl wnS n fcco *ftirMm
expcrktcM, lo picpm fandool n tf
school youth for meaningful and
COpIQJIMit

NEA opposes-

LI | mmgn jvt jvmtia«

Bl. Comprehengive national
M ealth P olicy
POPULATIONAT LARGE

NBAaupport*-

« acomprehensive, universal national |
Inaarance system providrd by pshde and |
agtadea lo assure health care,indudiag |

live services,toad;
« provision of employer-paid bcahfc |

suraucc foe ad employees and thdr<

« a national health care plan indudiag |
proved access lo a M | range athealth t
for ad, mcfuding children, Ihe elderly, lhe i
Ladyand/orchronic*By HI, pregnantwomen |

girb and mothersofkfants, Ibe Btentadys

w*v rv«fe» OCIATION

fpbyu'cnte/ abused, substance abusers, and lhe
satmpioyed;
a a national program of long-term care for
f be chronically W, including those with cognitive
| armental Impairments;
a containment o fhealth care costincreases;
a a major federal commitment lo 1V re-
th leading lo development of a preventive
t and lke discoveryo f effective (realmeats;
a strict federal standards for staffing, safely,
mM care, and aulritioa services provided by
farming hemes;
« strengthened occupational beallh and
standards and progress! with ddigrnt ca-

. a tan exemption for employer-paid health
hawaace.

NEA opposes-

s laaalkon of bcahh Insurance or health

« shiling ofheahh care coats to Ibe insured.

- MEDFCARE/MEDICAID POPULATIONS

NEA support*-
* a strong Medicaie/M edkaid system with

| protected bAuvfhf;

a Medicare aa a aodai insurance program

|amiable to eligible achool employee group*

shrrc M isted bythose groupsia statesia which

achool employees ate not covered by
arc.

NEA opposes-
a aay aseaae lest foe M rtksrc;
any shift of the cost of heahh can under
Ilo the beaefkbtyand/orhb
r herfamily,
a any new barrier lo eligibility for benefits
er Medicare;
a mandatory coverage o f public cmplcycts
er Medicare for employee group* Ihat have
| coverage.

1. iv il

mnd Hum an R ig ht*

C onstitutional, C

rrote ctlon

NEAsnpports-

« preservingsodstrengtheninglwric civilend
human rights under law;

a eliminating barriers restricting the in-
dividual exercise o frights;.

¢ guaranteeing the right to a free and ap-
propriate public education load childreninclud-
ing the hoaackm ;

n vigorous enforcement of dvd right* lawa,
inchrding dencgregnthxs actM tba asuf pccvyama
for American Indhns/Abeka Nbrivm, through
fad funding and appropriate admM etration ac-
tion*;

« M hhl cypnftnilj ifonowilc
the Bquai Rights Amtadmcatlo the Consthu-
lion;

lo redrant
MHOfCM {MNiCnC CVRTCTMr MNmlVE;
« Kateic fitcdoM.
NEAoppooc#-
¢ hrfiiifH iC tlofAm proem
. ofdc priadpfcc ofidigtoos

freedom ihm ug the introduction of sectarian
prctkatk tfccpoNic *£oofc;

t <ffw*itow rirtonH ifiiiteolfotil)<rii
o i fMrgpw Monm, medriiwne
tionaonihe aaao fbvaiagaa ana'iidfaitroption
to achieve desegregation;

9 o0 cooKiMiooal m csA VKl
Engibh as the o ffk b | language oflhe U5-;

n arbitrary restrictions on Ihe dvd rights of
peraoncwho test positive forthe HIV;

n mandatory testing o fschoolemployees for
the HIV;
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adult students and educator* may establish per-
sonal rektioasMpa. However, such relatkmshlps
shoutd be voiunUiy mml not be used to oocrcc or
influence others for pcraonei advantage. Thu*,
the Association believes that sexual relation-
ship* between a faculty member and a student
currently enrolled ia lhe faculty member's
course, or under Ihe supervision or direction of
the 'acuity member, are uxprofesskjcul. The As-
sociation urges its affiliates k kctkwlioaa of
higher education to establish strong policies
declaring such relationships unprofessional.

Tha NationalBducallon Association supports
family pfenning.iachsdtaglhtri*tf toreproduc-
tive rraadoaa.

The Association urges the gowemnent to give
high priority to making available ad methodsof
fam&ly pb-ankg lo women and mea unable to

lake advantage o f private facilities.

Tlie Association further urges the implemca-
talk* of comnanky-opcrated, achoolseed
familypkaakgdkicslhal widprovide kteaaive

cowwdkg by Iraked personnel. (55*6)

1-512. Sexual Assault

The National Bducallon Association supports
efforts thatwid prevent and protect member* of
our mrotety from becoming victims of sexual as-
cm*. The Amocktion urges state* to develop a
system™ic process for gathering evidence when
such assault occurs. Further, Ihe Association
supports fair and squksbfc Irestmeat by health,
hospital, aad law enforcement agencies for
scsual aasaufe victims. The Aaaoekllon believe*
thatMka violation o f thevfctkn’ right lo'privacy

lo have lhek past sesual history adaiitted ss
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evM .acek-M -H cArnranr'a2 |

proem, righu for both .he ekW « - « -

sailsnl. (81 %

1-23. Victim# ofa Crime

The Nrtkaml Bd-ca.km A m o cis ~ 7

Ijmidetion.
The Asaocktioa bcdcves th* H
ihat victim * b« notified of **d have thery t s

/\y.

be prescnt/represeated * *d k |d j
oflhe mwaed, kdvdk* parole hesrk”.

vk ten andtheir faadik* mustha* *x****

free eovtmeikg and supportaeivic« .T A r*« m
be mad* mrsre of rrekabk sen*** salj

programs. The Asaocktioa furtherbelieve*feat

such program* should be fuaded by ap

ptoprkle government ageacies. (87%

1-24. Invasion o f Privacy i

The National Education Association Irtkcvrs,
th* every individual has a right to priv*cy.Tha]
Aaaocktion co*inves lobe concernedabo* Ik j
Indiacrim inai- surveillance of ckkem or grovpsj
by private and public agencies. The Amocktim ]
condemns the ure of information gathered sad
stored and lhe exchange of such iaformatin* |
without explicit release from Ihe person or per-(
sons invoked.

The Aaaocktion recognise*th * suckritu a |
privacy and confide*laky mum be |
through federal and state kgW stkm. Tha ,
Botktkm urges itt affiliates to reek |
Hutw ilt guarantee these righu. (70,16)

1¥25. Military Veterans

The N *tonal Bducallon Association believer
k*t atony veterans of military conflicts are suf-
fsribg physical, social, and psychological
problems because o f their involveawat k com-
k t and related m ilitary activkies, lhe fuM effects
Ctwhich are ariM not known. The Association
mges Hurt federal and state kgist*ion oontkue
Ishe enacted to increaae benefit*and programs,
hdudkg retirem eat benefits, foe these arikiary
ssteraaa to nett their needs now and k the
fertare. (81,87)

1%26. Highway Safety

, The Mmioaal Bdacation Asaocktioa believes
ia paoptc ataoutd be protected from death and
1*7 that reauM from th* operation ofmotor
gllcki by Aiven nd tr (be IsAwmcc of al-
«bof,draplorodbcraM~*fcerfa¥Svt*U*ct*,
Ib this end, the Aaaocktion urges ks members
m IsflK atrsto -

a.Supportenactmentand enlbrceme* ofef-
mWrv MO CtfSawK MjphMIOR N [iaN M | GiTV-
hgwhtfe underthe influence

h. Advocate appropriate educational cs-
pmkncee for students regarding the effect* of

Fbbh toM loGrmogm

c.Support recognized community nnd srhooi
goap*k theirefforts to reduced t*h andinjury
ham accidents csuncd by drivers under the k -
fimnce

A Support kgkhrtkm
(sdraial o f all passengers k motorvehicles, **-
dsdkg school buses

requiring mandatory

e. Advocate for the ooatkued research and
at of safety feature* and passive
systems .tor pameagcrs k school buses
fartha kchmloa o fthoac features shewa to
ifloctivc. (82,M)

1-27. Control of Guns
and Other Dead|
Weapons

The N *tonal Education Asaocktioa believes
th * stricterlegislation is needed to oontrol guru
andotherdeadly weapons.The Assocktkm sup-
ports legislation that provides for prescriptive
controls on the manufacture, distribution, and
sale of handguns, with particular efforts lo
ekmhtote easily obtained, tow-cost handguns—
comm only described aaSrtsrdsy Night Specials.

The Amocktkm further believes that the sale
and pomeeston by the private sectoro fautom *ic
and semiautonmtic param ilitary weapon*, such
as UZ1 submerh ke guns and AK-47 sasauit
rifles, should be Meg*.

The Aaaocktion believe* Ih * severe penalties
should be enacted and strenuously enforced for
Ctksknlactionsinvoking gunsand otherdeadly
weapons, especially k school seltkgs, end for
thoac who profk from lire Wegal sale and dis-
tribution ofthese weapons. (82,89)

1*28. Nuclear Power
Hants and Radioactive/
Chemical Pollutants

The Nrtkm al Education Assocktion believes
Ih * strict atonkoriag of nuclear power plants
and radioactive/chemical pollutants should be
requited. The Assocktion urges the develop-
ment and impicmentation of new technologies
for lhe safe Imnapoct and recycling of nuclear
nnd chemical wastes. It further urges regulation
ofthe U.S. Department of Energy by an inde-
pendentagency lo reduce lhe further accidental
radioactive poffutkm ofourtnrirnnaw *.

The Association supports program* that
wonM educate lhe public to the dangers and
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

berswhen ia lke appropriate bc*iinterest o flitc
Association. When ih k la aoliath* appropriate
best interest oflbe Association, untonteed labor
w ill b« giveii employment preference before
nowwiothbodorlke *otM ju k Rem hii-
lion oflhit mw barterft kem wiN lake place al
lke 1992 N E A Representative Assembly. (1990-

52)

A lternative Pood Containers

The NEA wNlinvestigate ke Me of arteraa-
lives to aonreeyilable or aonreasablc food coo-
laiwert aal w it incorporate lke ase of tkeat
aHemalKea M o lke ptim ingofM an Repre-
sentative AauewMle*. (1990-55)

C ertified (Emergency M edical

Team at Representative

Assembly

The NEA wikiprovide foracertified emergen-
cy medical lean on site at the Representative
Assembly aad flraaaportatioa to aaf from m
NBA-designated koapkal daring ike Repre-
sentative Auenfciy. (1990-62)

N abltat for Hum an.ity

The NEA shaN study lhe feasibility of coor-
dinating with Ilabilal for Humanity, an annual,
oae-d*y,rolnaUry, prKkoaveatioa bousingwork

ifor NEA dclegates. (1990-%))

Special Funds at

R epresentative Assem bly

The NEA, atpossible, will provide each dale
dekegalioa a lid of special funds IHat w ill be
eoSetledallhe Representative Assemblyal leas!
three (3) months ia advance in order to en-
courage each delegations lo collect donation*
from lheir members al home. (1990-81)
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R epresentative Assembly
Fundraising A ctivity for
needy Fam ilies

The NEA, with appropriate correlation cf
local amisuace agencies Inadvice of lhe NBA
Represcalalive Assembly, shall ealabUah a
faadraising effort at the NEA Represents**
Assembly to beMﬂI tke rood poetries er
eydvak al ageacies lkat provide amislsaot la
needyfamMicaaadjadH laah residingin thed*
or area where lhe Repreaealalive Amemb”f b
being held. This ahal be aa activity of ibe NEA
Repreaealallvc AaaemMy for a period of Sim
yean, after which time the aelMty aha ke
rutualid by Ike NEA Board of Directors for
oonaMcntlon aa to the feaaMIky of eoaSaaiag

this activity. (1980-82)

Dissem ination ofConvention

M aterials

The NEA wNI neck new ways o f dimt mfaariag
convention materials through ase of carnal
lechaotogiea aad environmentally aoaad prac-
lices for Ihe 1991 roaveatioa. (1990-99)

GOVERNMENT

RELATIONS

H ealth Care for Al

A m ericans

The NEA wiN develop and Implement aa ac-
tion plan lo attain lke goal of rtsoMion A-T7
National llcahh Insurance, to gain valverad
health care for aN Americana. A report oa tkk
plan and Ihe dalasof Halmplementation wii ha
presented lo IThe 1991 Representative AastuNy.

(1990-1)

M emorial for Victim s o f
Korean C o n flict

The NEA supports lke effort to create a
memorial for Ikose who died In Ihe Korean coe-
Mct and encourages its members and aN other
Americans lo join those worNng lo com-
mecasoralc those who gave lheir lasi fu ll measure
ofdevotion. (1990-1)

Ruralrollcy
Development

The National Bducation Association shad
aork through lhe political process lo attempt to
establish rani policy development as a aalioaai
priority, with empSasl* on promoting rural
education through whichever agcMics or
departments arc most appropriate. (1990-6)

Sanction* AgainstSouth

A fric a

As afitting tribute lo Nelson Mandela's risk
to oarcountry, the NEA continues to maintain
its supportfor United Slistes aad international
madkm*against Sooth Africa untilsuch time as
the drvggfe to end apartheid has become irre -
versible. The NEA wiN communicate kim ppon
forsandions in writteglolbeU -S. presidentand
Congress. (1990-46)

nutritional Guideline* for

School Lunch rrogram s

The NEA wiN work with appropriate federal
agencies lo modify the nutritional guidelines for
school lunch programs lo follow lke dietary
recommendations established by (he American
Dietetic Amociallon (ADA), American Cancer
Society, and American Heart Association for

sooium and fat as well at other nutrient*. Fur-

ther, the amount ofsodium and fat in one n
shallnot exceed a prorated amounto f the lii
set by lhe recommended daily allowance*
lhat age group.

A reporton these actK itleaw ill be provide

lhe 1991 Representative Assembly. (1990-5*

Lo** of Soclfcd Security am
Tension Cred.it

The NEA dug Investigate aad report to
NEA Board of Directors by ks May 1991 m
in f aay legislative iakiativca lhat address
problems oflom of Soda! Security aad pen
credit for memberswho leam the work ton
cate for cfcHdrca or disabled family mead
(1990-58)

CMpHM al

The NEAwiIN oppom aay kgidatioa wl
wiN erode the statuso fAm a Hfcdraadforw
impede* access to aad choice of reptodai
health care options by pcoridiag k rkaksl a
tance to stale affiliates. (199065)

Amendmentof O ffset

rrovisions

The NEA ahaN take Ibe lend in Mtnti>
renewed campaign lo amend the cm pk
earned and spousal offset provisions o f the
lucres

cial through

communication (NEA Thtfar) and govcror

Security Act

relation* activities. (1990-70)

Census Count

The NEA shaN actively aeck to ooordi
efforts with oilier iatcratod orgaakation
piemuse the US. Ceases ISuieau to cam*
complete countof aN residents hilbe 1990

ms. (1990-71)
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The Association urge* ks slate affiliate* lo
become involved ia the promotion, ciptnrion,
aad implementation ofafine art* program ia tke
curriculum. (80,90)

028. Conflict
Resolution Education

Tke National Education Auociatioa believes
that many television programs, movies, oon*
pulerpaw , aad otbercultural Uflweaces coa-
dkion chftdicn aadyoulh to acceptinterpersonal
aad aodetal violence a a acaaaof iesotvia|
conflicts.

The Aaaociaiioa further believes lhat suck
conditioning ha a negative impact oa the al-
titudes sad behavior ofdSdY young people and
offers thCa a sockity unacceptable response to
conflicts.

Tke Associslioa supportsthe develops*ntof
strategics, instruction” auterials, aad activities
that wiN eacourafc aoaviolcat icsoluiioa ofin-
lerpcrnoaal aad aodetal conflicts. (86)

029. Law-Related
Education

The National Educatioa Association supports
In*-related aducatioa as aa integral part ofthe
curried— within the public schoafc.

Th* Associslioa encourages teachers,
iMOfcis, court personnel, and others lo work
together to develop appropriate auterials, in-
cluding inform ation about Ibe justice system and
constitutional issues, ia order to leach students
lo be responsible rithcn*. (84,87)

J

The National Educatioa Aaaociaiioa believes
lhatlhe developing child's sexuality is continual-

ly and inevitably influenced by daily contacts,
jadudiagexperience*ia the schoolenvironaKst
The Association recognizes that sensitive sex
educatioa can be a positive force ia promoth”
physical, aacnlal, nod social health aad that the
public school nust assume m increasingly i*.
portaat role (a providing the instruction.
Teachers sauat be qualified to teach ia this area
aad asuat ha legally protected front censorship
and lawadts.

Tha Aaaociaiioa urges that forma! sex educa-
tion should iadude parent orientation aad be
piaaaad aad knplcaKBled with careful attention
to devctopmcalal needs, approprialcacss to
cor— unity sellings aad values, aad respect foe
indrvidral differcaces.

Tha Association urges ks affiliates sad aacas-
bcrs to support appropriately e ilabtished sex
educatioa programs, indudiag information oa
sexual abstinence, birth control sad family plan-
ning diversity of sexual orientsiion. parenting
shifts, prenatal care, acsuaUy trsauakied dis-
eases, heal, sexual abuse, sexual haras— eat,
Ihe effects o fsubstance abuse during prcgaaacy,
aad problems associated with aad resulting from
pretcea aad teenage pregnancies.

To the reakzalioa o f human potca-
lial, k is the right o fevery individual to live iaaa

environarcat of freely available iaforautioa,
know led g, aad wiedoaiaboutaexualky. (18,89)

031. Alternative
Programs for At'RIsk
and/or Special needs
Students

The National Educatioa Associslioa tecog-
Nirathat there must be increased development
and maintenance of alternative prograats lo
avecl the need* of at-risk and/or special needs
students. The Associslioa urges increased sup-
port for the identification o fthese students.

Programs should emphasize a broed range of
activities for responding lo students' differing
behavioral patterns, interests, needs, aad team-
ing styles. These proghuas mustbe evaluated on
stated objectives. Teachers ia these programs
aaust have a major role ia designing the objec-
tives aad evaluations aad workiag with ap-
propriate achool aad community personnel to
execute these objectives and evaluations.

The Association urges iU affiiates to seek
adequate compensation, planning lime,
m aterials, aad facilities for teachers aad coun-
selors in these programs.

The Association supports Ihe efforts of iu
affiliates lo negotiate and legislate for the train-
ing of teachers seeking additional certification
aad hiring o f aa increased number o f teachers
with educatioa ia special areas.

The Association encourages iu stale affiliates
lo seek legislation thatwould require any person
offering services lo remediate, correct, or
ameliorate reading, speech, language, learning
disabilities, or related problems to be licensed
under regulations o f each stile's department of
public instruction or other appropriate agency.
(77,89)

032, Discriminatory
Academic Tracking

The National Education Aaaociaiioa believes

thatthe use o fdiscriminatory academic tracking

ontociocccmomie status, race,oraex must

be eliminated ia alt public school settings. The

Association urges ks affiliates lo oppose these
Practices. (U )

033. Gifted. Talented,
and Creative Students

The National Education Association believes
Incre "*“*t be increased development of fully

funded educational programs for gifted,
talented, and creative students.

The Association recognizes its responsibility
to aid educators in selecting reliable methods of
identifying sad leaching these student*. Such
identification shall not discriminate on lhe basis
of gender, socioeconomic status, or ethnicity.
The Association also believes that training
programs ia gifted and talented education must
be provided for appropriate school employees.

The Association urgeslocal and state affiliates
lo encourage such programs aad methods to

ensure that these special need arrasare met. (&J

&

034. Educational
Programs for Limited
English Proficiency
Students

The National Education Association believes
that limited English proficiency (LET) students
must have available to them programs that ad-
dress lhcirunique seeds and Ihat are committed
lo providing equal opportunity lo all students,
regardless of their priaaaty language.

The Association urges that the programs for
LET students emphasize proficiency (lhe ability
lo speak, read, write, and reason in English) as a
primary goal lo enable these students lo reach
lhcir full potential in an English-speaking
society. Al the same time, meaningful instruc-
tion should be provided in all other curriculum
areas.

The Association urges that those students
whose primary language is other than English be
placed in bilingual education programs to
receive instruction in ihcir native language from
qualified teachers until such lime as English
proficiency is achieved, if no bilingual programs

arc avuilsbk, these students should be taught in
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Mala backed for commissioner
Committee questions stand on abortion, service to villages

By BRIAN S. AKRE
"he Associated Press

JUNEAU — A House committee on
Monday recommended the legislature con-
fim Dr. Ted Mala as conmissioner of the
state Department of Health and Social
Services, despite reservations about his
>tand against abortion.

Mala noted there are waiting lists of
roples who want to adopt babies, and ha
inplied the department might consider
mcouraging women with unwanted preg-
nancies to give birth and put their babies
Jp for adoption.

"That didn*tsit very well with some of
the members on the committee and some
others who were there," said Rep. Geor-
gianna Lincoln, R-Rampart and co-dhair-
woman of the Health, Education and
Social Services Committee.

Mala said the Hickel administration
has not taken a position on abortion. He
tld the committee he iIs preparing a
report for Gov. Wally Hickel that will
outlire options in dealing with the abor-
’Ion isse. Hickel, a Catholic, opposes
abortion.

Mala said he considers abortion a last
resart

Lincoln said she and other lawmakers
are worried that Mala, with HlckeTs
oconsent, might try to restrict tha us* of
state welfare money to provicP* abortions
for poor women.

"'If there are options being put together
for the govermor, 1 would assume those
options. are going 1 go in an arti-abor-
tion vein." she said.

Mala also told the committee he wants
t establish a state health plan and
encourage people not to tum to govern-

M m

ment to solve every social problem.

“"People, have to start taking more
responsibility for their own Iiwes,” he
said- ""We re not going to take the atti-
tude that social sewloes should do every-
thing for us,"

Government sometimes has made prob-
lems worse "'by trying to fix everything
with money," especially In Native vil-
lages, said Mala, an Eskimo.

Mala is former director and founder of
the Institute of Circumpolar Health Stud-
iss at the University of Alaska Anchor-

Pleas* see Page B3, MALA

S Ar-ftctes -

uesday, April 9,1991 B3

MALA:
Backed

Continued from Page B-1

ae, which has initiated sev-
eral research exchanges be-
tween Alaska and northem
rations. He said he would
like to encourage exchanges
on the state leel so the
department can benefit from
seeing how health and social
problems are handled else-
where.

Lincoln said she is wor-
ried that Mala may spend
too much time working on
intermational concems and
igoring rural health mat-
ters back home.

"l don"t believe we have
the time or the money to be
sending groups of people out
of the country," she said.

Rep. Mark Boyer, D-Fair-
banks. urged Mala to take a
larger role in .the controver-
sy over the state’s mental-
health lands trust. Boyer
said he s troubled by the
lack of progress Hickels
task force has made on the
isse. It has only met once.

Mala. 44, was one of Hick-
els first appointees and ks
one of two Natives in the
govermor™s Cabinet.
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Study
details
who gets

abortions
The Assooiatedl Press

WASHINGTON - His-
panic and black women,
women with low incomes,
those living with someone
they are not married to, and
those iIn sdhool are statisti-
cally more likely to undergo
abortions than women 1In
gereral, according to a pri-
vate suney.

Firm statistics are not
available on the number of
abortions performed each
year nor on who has them.
Moreover, the survey by The
Alan Guttmacher Institute
confirms that most abortions
are performed on white,
middle—class women because
they make up the bulk of
the population of women of
childbearing ace.

However, the extensive
sunvey by the New York-
based, nonprofit group that
studies reproductive IssLes
suggests that women invari-
ous categories have a statis-
tically disproportionate
share of abortions relative
to their raw numbers.

For example, it found
that non-white women make
up 16.7 percent of the child-
bearing-age population, but
accounted for 31.4 percent of
the abortions.

White women accounted
for 08.6 percent of those
seeking abortions, but 8.3
percent of the childbearing-
age population, considered
15to-44 for purposes of the

suney.

And it found that women
with family Incomes below
$11,000 accounted for 3B.1
percent of those receiving
abortions although they
made up only 29.2 percent of
all women of childbearing

age.

The federal Centers for
Disease Control in Atlanta
estimates there were
1,328,000 abortions in the
United States In 1985, the
most recent year forwhich it
has numbers. The Guttmach-

Anchorage Daily News

Monday, April 17, 1989

Abbrtion Patients

Astatistical brealﬁ?\AﬁlaH%%egﬂ?gng H%%M 480 women

AGE

5%
35-39

1764080kr 09%Undf15

ETHNICITY

Hispanic

INCOME

*¥25.000+ Lata thal

ata than
St1.000 =

$11.000424,000

er Institute estimates
1,583,550 that year.

No one questions that the
number has increased since
the Supreme Court legalized
abortion in 1973. The court s
hearing arguments April 26
in a Missouri case that both
sides agree could result in
the reversal, or weakening
of that landmark Roe \s.
Wade decision.

The Guttmacher Institute
surveyed 9,480 women who
obtained abortions at hospi-
tals, clinics or doctors offioss
during 1987 in an effort o
find out who was obtaining
the sarvices.

It selected 1038 fecilities in
what was intended as a sta-
tistically valid national sam-
ple base — 21 hospitals and
& clinics and physicians™ of-
ficss — and arranged for
questionnaires to be given to
the 11,313 women who
showed up for abortions dur-
ing a 12-day period.

Filling out and mailing in

MARITAL STATUS

ae% Widow

RACE
Non-Whit*

RELIGION

Protastant Noratokn

29%
Othm

Cathotc
The Associated Pn

the questionnaire was wvolui
tary and done ar.onymousl
and privately by the womar
and a large number — 9,48
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Fact Sheet #3
ABORTION: COST, FUNDING AND ACCESS

The Problem

America’s health care system deprives poor women, particularly women of color and
rural women, of not only the right to uasic health care, but also the access 1
reproductive choice. This is because access to health care, including reproductive
health care, Is generally dependent on one"s ability to pay for 1l In contrast to-
citizens of other developed countries, a significant number of Americans must rely
solely on their own resources to pay for health care.2 Nearly 18% of all Americans
have no health insurance and millions of others have coverage so limited that they may
as well be uninsured.3 The figures are even worse for Americans of color.4 Safety
net coverage for those without insurance is inadequate. Medicaid covers less than half
of those below the poverty leel.5 Almost 88% of the uninsured are working poor and
their families, those who make too much to qualify for Medicaid yet not enough to live
above the poverty leel.®

Increasingly, poverty and the consequent lack of adequate health care arc suffered
primarily by women and children. Poverty is disproportionately prevalent among women
and children of color7 and among rural women and children.® Two out of three adults
living below the poverty levwel are women and more than half of poor families are
headed by women.9 OF all women aged 1824, 30% have no insurance coverage.10 Of
women aged 1544 living below the poverty leel, 36% are uninsured.1l Among women
in the same age group living at 100-149% of the poverty lewel, 30% are uninsured.12 A
woman s lack of insurance affects her childrens health as well. Babies born to women
without insurance are 30% more likely to die or be seriously ill at birth.13

Funding LInititlim

Poor women must thus deal with inadequate health care funding for all their health
problems. In the area of reproductive health, additional hardships have been imposed.
Obstetricians and gynecologists do not participate in Medicaid to as great an extent as
other types of physicians.14 The greatest impediment to poor women receiving proper
reproductive care is that even where they have access to an '‘ob-gyn* who does accept
Medicaid payment, the federal government still bars Medicaid funding of abortions
except In cases where the womans life is in danger. (In October 1989, President Bush
vetoed a bill passed by Congress that would have permitted Medicaid funding of
abortions in cases of promptly reported rape or inosst.) Although the states are free
to pay for abortions that do not meet the federal standards, 30 states provide funding
only when the womans life is endangered,15 8 states provide funding iIn certain
additional circumstances (rape, incest or grave fetal abnormalities),16 and only 12
states fund all abortions necessary 1t preserve or protect a womans health.17
Ironically, 44 states and the District of Columbia extend Medicaid coverage to all
pregnant women and infants living in families with incomes below the poverty leel;
the only non-covered health care is pregnancy temmination, except in limited

circumstances.1®



In 1987, $64 million in puolic funds went to abortions, but the federal government
contributed less than 1% of that.19 Nearly all of the state-funded abortions were
performed in states that fund all medically necessary abortions,28 and none of the
states that provide funding only when a woman™ life is endangered used state revenues
for abortion services.2l Such restrictions on funding arc a major cause for Medicaid-
eligible women either to delay their abortions while they save for the fee22 or to bear
unwanted children.23

The lack of federal abortion funding is especially disquieting when compared to
federal funding of sterilization. In 1987, $65 million in government money went o
fund sterilization procedures.24 The federal government provided 97% of these funds
(compared t less than 1% for abortions, see above), 91% through Medicaid.25 The
government™s willingness t fund sterilization must be viewed against the shocking
sterilization abuses which were uncovered in the 1970% - abuses aimed at women of
color and poor women. Some of the horrifying events that occurred involved public
assistance officials tricking illiterate Black welfare recipients into consenting 1o
sterilization of their teenage daughters; doctors agreeing to deliver babies of Black
Medicaid recipients or perform abortions on condition that the women be sterilized; and
doctors performing radical hysterectomies on Native American women under age 21
without informed consent.2® Non-English speaking women were even les likely to
have given informed consent because of communication difficulties. As of 1983, 25% of
women o0* color had been sterilized, compared to 16% of white women.22 Many women
who are being sterilized today still are not being informed that sterilization is not
reversible. One 1988 study of low-income clinic patients planning to be sterilized
revealed that only between 64 and 70 percent knew that sterilization makes it
impossible to have children in the future.28

Raising the money for an abortion can be difficult for poor women. The cost of an
abortion ranges from $125 to over S2,000.29 Even if a woman is covered by Medicaid
she often must pay cash up front, something very difficult for poor women to do.30
Early abortions cost less and are safer than abortions performed later In the
pregnancy.3l Thus, delays caused by lack of funds increase the final cost of the
abortion and subject women to unnecessary risk. Financial problems may also increase
the risks of later abortions. Among the methods for second trimester abortions,
dilation and evacuation (D&E) is the fastest and safest.32 D&E %, however, are not
widely available and may be too expensive for poor women.33 IF anti-choice forces are
able to pass laws like those recently upheld iIn Webster v. Reproductive Health
Services.34 the cost of an abortion will increase even more, placing a greater burden
on poor women. It is estimated that the viability tests required by the Missouri
statute challenged in Webster could add $125-200 to the cost of an abortion.35

Government-funded reproductive health services further limit poor womens choices.
Under the regulations now on the books. Title X programs, which are funded by the
federal government to provide contraceptive counseling and services, cannot perform
abortions, counsel women about abortion, or provide referrals for abortions.36 Also,
programs must keep their Title X programs completely separate from any abortion-
related activity.32 Although these regulations are being challenged in court38 and
some of them are currently enjoined, they provide one more threat to poor women
seeking abortions. If the regulations are ultimately upheld by the courts, Title X
programs will not. even be able to tell a pregnant woman that abortion is an option or
where she can obtain more information about abortion. Furthermore, the rules
regarding keeping programs separate could force some programs to shut down entirely,
further limiting reproductive choice.
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Access limitations

Poor women rely heavily on public hospitals for all their health care.59 These
fecilities are not, however, meeting women"s needs for reproductive health care. In
1985, only 17% of public hospitals reported performing abortions.40 This dismal
situation will only worsen if states follow Missouris lead and pass restrictive laws such
as those upheld iIn Webster. Under the Missouri law no "public facility' may assist or
perform abortions unless the womans life i In danger/1 ‘'Puwlic” s defined very
broadly. As the dissent in Webster noted, the law bans abortions at the Truman
Medical Center in Kansas City - where, In 1985, 97% of all Missouri hospital abortions
at 16 weeks gestation or later were performed <= even though the Center is a private
hospital, staffed primarily by private doctors and administered by a private
corporation. The Center is defined as "public” only because it i located on land
leased from the city government.

The repercussions of Wcbstcr-likc laws go beyond limitations on access. Such bans
on abortions at "public’ facilities would mean that few physicians and nurses will be
trained in abortion techniques, because most training is done in hospitals, not clinics. 4=
If the broadly-defined "public” hospitals thus prohibited from providing abortions44
were to be added to the Catholic hospitals that already choose not to perform
abortions,45 doctors seeking abortion training would have few places to tum. The
ultimate losers, however, would be women e king affordable, quality reproductive
health care.

Limitations on access t hospital abortions compromise womens health. Some
women seeking abortion may not require an abortion to save their lives, but may have
a high-risk medical condition which mandates that an abortion be carried out iIn a
hospital setting.4” Although most abortions can be safely performed on an out—patient
besis, hospital fecilities must remain available for women in special circumstances and
for late-term abortions.

Anti-choice groups seek to limit abortions performed in clinics and doctors” offices
as well. In the 1989-90 term, the Supreme Court agreed to review an Illinois case47
challenging extensive abortion regulations. Among its many requirements, [linoiss
complex licensing scheme required that abortions be performed in hospitals, or out-
patient clinics licensed as Ambulatory Surgical Treatment Centers (ASTCs); that ASTCs
meet exacting physical standards and be equipped with certain medical equipment; and
that anyone seeking to open an ASTC get a certificate of need from the Department of
Public Health after a public hearing and a 120-day review period. These regulations
required ASTCs t be the "functional equivalent of small hospitals.'48 The
requirements would add 10% or more to the cost of an abortion, force some clinics t
close down, and prevent others from ever opening.49 Before the Supreme Court could
isste a ruling, the State of Illimois agreed in a settlement to withdraw the challenged
regulatory scheme.50 [t s possible that other states might attempt to impose similar
restrictions. Obviously, the ramifications for cost and access would be devastating.

Particular Eiflfclim

Even without these added restrictions, certain segments of the population face
intensified difficulties in obtaining access to abortion. For rural women, Hlocating a
fecility that will perform abortions is a major problem. In 82% of the counties in the
United States (home to 30% of all women of reproductive age) there are no abortion
providers.51 Hardest hit are rural women — 79% of them live iIn counties with no
abortion providers.5® This i a particularly severe aspect of an owerall rural health
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care problem. A car, necessary to reach most health care fecilities, especiallv
reproductive health care fecilities, i beyond the means of many of the rural poor.5"
Even a routine health care visit requires a substantial investment of time and
resources.

Native American women also face both funding and access problems. No Indian
Health Service clinic or hospital may perform abortions, even when the woman is able
to pay for it herself.54 For Native American women who live on reservations, Indian
Health Service fecilities are usually the only health care provider within hundreds of
miles.55 Thus, a Native American woman seeking an abortion must have enough
money t cover both the cost of an abortion and the cost of traveling a great
distance to an abortion provider.

Although women in the more disadvantaged segments of our society face the most
severe obstacles, access and funding problems have broader impact. Women above the
poverty lewel also have difficulty paying for abortions. Many women who work part-
time or in small companies, service industries, or temporary jobs do not have health
insurance.5% Even women who have iInsurance may not have adequate coverage when it
comes to reproductive health care. Some states have passed laws prohibiting state
employees” health insurance from covering abortions except in cases where the womans
life s In danger.57 Other states have passed laws which mandate that private
insurance policies may cover abortion only If an added premium iIs paid.58 In the
absence of state laws, many insurance companies decide on their own not to offer
coverage for abortions.

ConclmiQaa

America®s health care crisis deals a heavy blow to poor and rural women and women
of oolor. The effect on these womens reproductive health care s even more
devastating. Very few insurance systems, public or private, cover abortions. Women,
uninsured or inadequately insured, are on their own when it comes to paying for
reproductive health care. Moreover, the cost of that health care iIs unnecessarily
increased when women must travel great distances to reach providers. In the wake of
the Supreme Court decision in the Webster case, these problems may intensify. I lans
further limiting access to abortion and adding to the cost of the procedure are passed
and upheld, they will increase the burdens on women. Such laws would produce more
late term abortions, increase the health risks women face, and limit reproductive
choice. For some women, safe abortions would no longer be an option. American
women deserve better. They deserve adequate health care and full reproductive choice
regardless of their ability to pay.

NQTES

1 McBarnette, Women and Poverty:. The Effects on Reproductive Status, in Women.
Health and Poverty 55, 57 (C. Perales & L. Young eds. 1988).

2 Among developed nations, America has the highest percentage of its population
whose medical needs go unmet. In other developed nations almost no one is uninsured.
Bill of Health: Medical Insurance Laws. New Republic, July 3. 1989, at 5.

3. Gold, The Struggle to Make Do Without Health Insurance, N.Y. Times, July 30,
1989, at 1L
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EQUAL ACCESS TO ABORTION: DISCRIMINATION INPUBLIC FUNDING

DISCUSSION AND SUPPORTING FACTS
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— Medicaid funds all other necessary health care
related to pregnancy and reproductive health.
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— Thirty statesand the DistrictofColumbia prohibit
Medicaid funding forabortion unless theabortion is
necessary to save the life of the pregnantwoman.!
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— Only 13 states permit the use of state funds for
abortions that are  "medically necessary/' a term
which generally includes the broadest range of situ-
ations (or which a state will fund abortion.:

— In addition to the 13 states that fund medically
necessary abortions, only 7 states provide funding
for abortions in cases in which the pregnancy re-
sulted from rape orincestor the fetus exhibits grave
abnormalities
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— In states that restrict Medicaid funds forabortion,
anestimated2(XX)Medicnid-eligiblepregnantwomen
turned to illegal abortion in the initial 2-1/2 year
period during which the Hyde Amendment was in
effect. *

— Although the risks of legal abortion neverexceed
the risks of childbirth, *alter the first eight weeks of
pregnancv. the risk ol major complications from

10 equal access to abortion discrimination inpublic funoing

abortion increases about 1? to 30'i tor each week or
delay."

— Medicaid-eligible women who were unable o
obtain funds were delayed in obtaining abortions
and had the procedure 2-3 weeks later than other
women. An estimated 220 of the Medicaid-eligible
women who had second-trimesterabortions would
have had first-trimesterabortions ifthe lack of public
funds had not resulted in driav. * In the United
States, the average cost of a legal abortion at ten
weeks of pregnancy in a non-hospital settinc is
§238." The median state maximum Aid to Families
with Dependent Children (AFDC) monthly pav-
ment fora family of three isonly S354."

— Almost fifty percent of women who obtained
abortions after 16 weeksof pregnancy attribute their
delay to difficulties in raising the money needed.

\Wome wh%arcatte t|n am contrPI overtheir
lIves after havin rauma qecomm

Pa%dantasar% aeorlnest
0rced to carr¥ e erq tO erm ecause t
cannot afford to Pay 10 anortion SErvices.

— In 1989 Congress voted to restore the availability
of Medicaid funds for abortions in cases of rape or
incest, but President Bush vetoed the bill. He also
vetoed a bill thatwould have allowed the people of
Washington, D.C. touse theirown tax dollars to pay
for the abortions of poor women who were the
victims of rape or incest.

— BecauseofBush'sveto,a 12-vear-old girlwho had
beenrepeatedly raped bvanadultcousinand beaten
by heruncle wasalmost unable to have an abortion
because she had no money to pay for the procedure.
Only a last-minute private donation saved this 12-
year-old from having to bearachild."

Proh|b|t| ns ublicfundli d|s 0 orﬂonate{xham%
womeno or ecauseal ro ortionate number o
poor peop e are Women of ¢

— In 1988, 31.6 % ot African Americans, 20.8 " of
Ilispanicsand 10.1 T of whites lived ator below the
poverty level.
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— Theabortion rateamong women ot colorisabout
twice that ot white women.l
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— The women who are affected by this discrimina-
tion include federal employees and their depend-
ents, military personnel and their dependents,
women in federal prisons. Native American women
and Peace Corps volunteers.

— The Reproductive Health Equity Act (RHEA) is
legislation that would restore full federal funding
torabortion servicesforthed4 million women whose
health care is controlled or provided by the federal
government. RHEA was introduced in the 101st
Session of Congress by Rep. Bill Green (R-NY) and
Rep. Vic Fazio (D-CA).

Al

ecause man ayers glleve al OFtIOHI oraﬂ

Pgoné? e g?.e?;tgiegbgsavgﬁﬁo dpqﬁ‘
tax ers: t % %(1 most ('IIUZ NS are used for
ISr%m%ﬁJYPOSGS ey glleveare napproprlate oreven

— Pacifists conscientiously object to defense fund-
ing, environmentalists to energy sources that cause
pollution, and some religious groups to conven-
tionalmedicaltreatmentoreducation. Federalfund-
ing for these activities has not been and will not be
eliminated becauseof the beliefs held by some of the
citizens whose taxes will be used to pay for them.
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GOVERNMENTAL RESTRICTIONS ON THE REASONS WOMEN
* CAN HAVE LEGAL ABORTIONS

DISCUSSION AND SUPPORTING FACTS
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— 87 percent of Americans polled agreed with the
statement "Abortion is a private issue between a
woman, herfamily and herdoctor. The government
should not be ip'-olved."l

— 0S percent agreed with the statement "Even in
cases where | might think abortion is the wrong
thing to do, I don't think the government has any
business preventing a woman from having an
abortion. :

— When asked, "If a woman wants to have an
abortion, and herdoctoragrees to it, should she be
aliowed to have an abortion, or not?" 63 percent
responded thatyes, she should.l

— T4 percent agreed with the statement "l person-
allv feel abortion is morally wrong, but lalso feel
that whetherornot to have an abortion isa decision
that has to be made bv every woman for herself."4
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geLona an Serious reasons women choose to
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— The decision whetherornot to have an aboruon
involves deeply personal questions of values, reli-
gion, and conscience, and an intensely personal
evaluation ot a woman's overall life situation and
responsibilities. For most women, the decision to
have an abortion cannot be reduced to a single,
simply stated reason, but reflects the complex reali-
tiesof their lives. '

— The abilitv to make theirown decisions concern-
ing abortion isotsuch critical importance towomen

2 GOVERNMENTAL RESTRICTIONS ON THE REASOASWOMEN CAN HAVE LEGAL ABORTIONS ;

that %nor t0 Roc v. Wnde, exgerts es§|mate that over

llllon women each year risked their lIves and
ﬂealt havmgllr]gal a% [yonstoen CrISIS pregnan-
Cies.”

— The term "abortion for birth control” is being used
inadeceptive and misleading mannerby opponents
ofchoice to describe legislation thatactually seeks to
overturn Roc v. Wade and criminalize abortion, in-
cluding abortions resulting from contraceptive fail-
ure. These bills are aimed at taking from women the
righttochooseand giving thedecision to politicians.

— The Alabama legislature iscurrently considering
the first bill of this kind.7 The bill has nothing to do
with birth control. It would outlaw all abortions,
with narrow exceptions provided in cases of rape,
incest, life endangerment, or when the fetus suffers
from birth defects so severe that it would not sur-
vive. Opponentsofchoice hailed the introduction of
this billas the firstof many thatwill ban "abortion as
birth control.""

— Thereisnoevidence thatabortions for reasons of
sex selection in the U.S. are anything more than
extremely rare and isolated occurrences.

— Legislative proposals to criminalize abortion for
virtually nonexistentreasons— such as for sex selec-
tion — are ploys designed to open the door to
governmentalusurpation ofwomen's fundamental
righttoweigh forthemselvesthemoraland personal
reasons behind this decision.
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— The majority of women who obtain abortions
wereusingacontraceptive method during themonth
in which they became pregnant. "

— Fewer than 10% of women obtaining abortions

say they have notused contraceptives, and of these,
the vast majority are young unmarried women.
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particularly teens,whomayonly recently havobegun
having sexual relations.

— During the first year that a couple uses a dia-
phragm orcondomsastheirmethod ofbirth control,
aboutonewoman inseven will nevertheless become
pregnant; even among couples who use the Pill —
the most reliable birth control method short of ster-
ilization — one in sixteen women will become preg-
nant.

The rate of unintended pregnancies likely to occur
during the first year of use of the following birth
control methods is:1

oral contraceptives 6.2 pregnancies/100 couples

condoms 14.2 pregnancies/100 couples
diaphragm 15.6 pregnancies/100 couples
the rhythm" method 16.2 pregnancies/100 couples
spermicides 26.3 pregnancies/100 couples

— Thebirth control methods with the lowestratesof
unintended pregnancies are eitherirreversible, like
sterilization, or have the highest risks of injury and
disease,and may therefore be medically inappropri-
ate for many couples.For many women, preex-
isting health conditions may increase the risk or
difficulty of using some contraceptive methods.
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— Prior to 1973, many states required any woman
who wanted to have an abortion first to go through
an arduous and demeaning process of testifying
before and gaining the approval of a screening
committee. If such approval were necessary today,
anti-choice groups could be expected to try to pack
the screening committees with doctors who would
deny all requests.
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— Any restriction — regardless of its scope — could
cause all women to suffer this gross invasion of
privacy. Whether the restriction involves a general
ban on abortion with narrow exceptions (such as
rape, incest, life and health), oritinvolves a reason
thatrarely, if ever, isawoman sactual reason (such
assex selection),any such "reasons" restriction could
cause every woman to have to publicly reveal, sup-
portand defend hermostintimate reasonsforchoos-
ing to have an abortion.

— In California, prior to Rog,amarried woman who
became pregnant after having L.*en raped was de-
nied an abortion and forced to carry the pregnancy
to term even though the law technically allowed
abortions in the case of rape, because she could not
prove that the pregnancy was caused by the rapist
and notherhusband.l
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Technique for Esrty Abortion
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Most women who have abortions are
young, unmarvM, and less than ten
Weeks pregnant

Number Having Abortions

Each year in the Untold States, women end
apprewimately one otrl: of four pregnancies, for a
total of nearly 1.6 miflon-abortions (1985). Both the
number of abortions imd the rate (per thousand
women) have remaimid relatively constant
throughout the 190011

Age

More than 60% of women who have abortions are

younger than 25.

« The highest rates occur among oktor teenagers ¢
and young adults (60 per thousand women apes
16-19; 51 per thousand women ages 20-24).

 The lowest rates occur among women younger
than 15 (9 per thoutiund) and women after their
mid-thirties (10 per liwusand, ages 35-39; 3 per
thousand, ages 40 and older).

Teenaged women end 42% of their pregnancies
with abortion (hot canting pregnancies that end in
miscarriage or stib irh ); women over 40 end 51%
of their pregnancies.

Percentage of aNabortions by age (1963).

* Naaonto Abortion Fadwatton

Women Who
Have Abortions

Marital Status

Mostwomen who hove abortions (81%) are not
married at the time of the abortion; 96% of
teenagers who have abortions are unmarried.

FEFCERitIQEOFM  KKIDOra QIFFNKTW SESEUS (To9)] -

Race

In the U S, needy 70% of the women who obtain
abortions are white.

Percentage of afl abortions by race* (1983).

eInfomretionis not avain\a to diotinguich tha dv <t
group* categorized as "nowhtta”

Nonwhite women, however, have higher pregnancy
rates (per thousand) as wal as higher rates of both
childbirth and abortion.

The Aian Guttmacher Institute has identified

significant differences in the usual circumstances

of abortion:

» White women tend to use abortion to postpone
the beginning of chikJbeering;

» Nonwhite women tend to use abortion to space
their children or to end their chikJbeering.

February 1M8



Previous Live Births

ggg/e an half of ewomen n@;rn abortron

aven ome.a child: about one't rrd
ave el E%Xr one or two children.

Percentage of aHabortions by number of
previous live births (1383).

Previous Abortions
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Psreentaga of aNabortions by number of pervious
abortions (1983).

Stage of Pregnancy
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menstrual period.
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Forlvbralnform ation

For Information or referrals to quaiHled abortion providers, ak tha

National Abortion Federation's to*-Free Conaumar HotHna,

gi00)772*9100 Weekdaya 9:30-9:30 Eaatam Tima. In Washington,
C., cad 546-9080.

For Further Raadfni
B Benderty, ThrnkrngAboutAbortron DM Press, 1964

S K. HanahE ? racteristics OtUF]Woman Having Abortions,
1962-1983,” Family Planning Parapacthraa, January/February 1987,
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March/April 1067,
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Abortion is a relativel mexBenswe surgical pro-
cedure, Ninety perce tota ortions In tnjs country
re E)erforme N OrUt-patien tt|n S during the
Irst nmester ve asks pre nancy, atan
average cost $200-,

evertheless, many. Cw- come]famlll S cannot
optain aborfion serw?es %ve fnqugn they ar

9? ? edicaid Tor qther kinds fme |caF
8 Including matemi (ithe[y are not covered for
ortion Services In most sta
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Fees Remain Low Since Legalization of
Abortion

Before abortion became legal, women often Pald
?tbltant ums to O%tama ahortion, even from
un |cense untrained practitioners workin |n

HO erfle conditions BecausF omen% P
T i
ng s mcreas%g tﬂew? Inanc Lfand hedlth

che 1973, howeh er, when abortlon became
er?(al thro%ge f e U.S, 1talso became safer
consicerably lees expensive,
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Economics of
Abortion
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Betvveeit ]7963 1966 the average cost of ab?rtlon
rose on |oercent compered:to the cost of gen-
eral mediical care, wttich rose 21 percent

Medicaid Funding Unavailable in Moat
States

The federal qovernment angl all stotoel permit
Med|ca|o( ? r?c? euse P rabortlonPrmases
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contmumg Or pregnancy. ewert enh oft
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%%n Btwepeormcestan orwho have Iden-
fus has severe defects.

Only 13 pay for 4 ort|ons inaHor most circum-
stances ﬁo?detaﬁ)s see Figure 2 5
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jobs or borrowing from their rent or grocery
budgets. Sometimes, because it takes time t
scrape up the money, the woman has to obtain

the abortion at a later stage, when the procedure .

is even more expensive and poses more risk to
her health.

Those who oppose public funding for abortion calll
it an unfair burden on taxpayers. In fact the cost
to the taxpayer of denying funding to low-income
families who choose abortion is even greater.
When a baby is bom to Medicaid-eligible families,
the average govemment expenditure is $6,750
(compared to the average cost of abortion, S20C-
300):

e S2J200 for matemity care,

e $1,770 for pediatric care during the first two
years, and

e $1.890 for the child’s share of financial and
nutritional support

This average govemment expenditure per birth—
36,750—counts only the expenses of the preg-
nancy through the first two years of the child’s life.

Families also pay a high price whenever a
woman must carry a pregnancy to term because
she is unable to pay for abortion services. She is
much more likely to experience complications in
childbirth, infant mortality, and/or the myriad prob-
lems inherent in adding another child that the fam-
ity cannot afford or welcome.

'Excapt Arizona, which haa no Madicatd program

For Further Baadtng

s.K. Hanahaw, J.D. Forraat, and 1 Van Vort' Ab?rtlon Sarvicaa in
tha Unrtad Sttfaa, 1904 and 1968+ FarrWy Pimning Pary ¢ tfaat.
March/April 1907.63-70.

A. Torraa, P. Donovan, N. Ofcaa. and JIXForreat. "Pubic Darialba
and Coata 0l Oovammant Funding ter Abortion." Famdy Planning
Paryctfvaa, May/Juna 1900,111-118.
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Opinion Surveys Reveal Strong Public
Support

Three qu*ters of American vdsrebeleuetoal, "Since
knoa®tor certain whan Ve begins, paopie

should follow their wen moral convictions and reigioue

teachings on the abortion issue” (Htekiman, 74%).

Moaost Americans say toet a woman should have toe

nghtto choose abortion:
 During the first 3 months of pregnancy in coneufte™
tion with her doctor (Figure 1).

» When being pregnant Is threatening her Me (Qalup*-
94%)).

« When her pregnancy reeuMisdfrom rape or incest
(NORC, 77%; Gelupl 85%).

e When her baby is Hkely to be deformed (NORC,
76%,; QalNUpl 60%).

» When her health is threatened (NORC, 80%; Gallup,
84%).

» \When she is an unmarried teen wheee Mure might
be seriously affected (Harris, 54%).

Moaet people oppose amending toe Coneifrliton to ban
abortion (Kanfe* 62%, Hickiman, 63%, 088*. 68%).
Americans are convinced that * abortion were Meggf

again, "a lot & wormen* * gethurtandl\/lt(.ﬁ bod
doctors doing secret abortions” (Hfctonan

Public
Supportfor
Abortion

Americans' life experiences do affect their attitudes
toward abortion. According to toe Nabonal Opinion
Research Cantor (NORC), sBtodes toward abortion
differ significantfy among various groups of Americans.

Personal Kxesrisnoe with Abortion: At least 18 mil-
lion wormen living today have had an abortion. They—
and people too knowtosmwsi  fend to be more
supportive of abortion then are people who have had
no directexperience wih abortion

Education: PeooCe who have more than a hkto school
education are much more Hkely to approve legal ebor-
nonm n rose «mo nave not compwesontgn school

Religion: Cetoodcsand Protoatonto land to have dn*
lar views on aborkort toeir suooort for abortion is cor*
sistont with toat of the osnsral oubde. in osnersi how-
ever, Americans whosay lhey are notvery stongiy
alWatod with toeir redgtoue group approve of abortion
much more toah do people vioo report a strong rail-
UMV mHwax

Majority Sa% Qovemmerit Should Not Be
mvolved In Decision

These dMsrences notwitoetondfirg, support for abortion
A broad based. Seventy-seven percent of American

votors oeaeve bmi Acoreon wa pnvsto isaue Between

Figum 1 _ . o
U.S. Public Strongly Supports Prtveey in Abortion Decioiona

CBSNtwtiNtw ~ TinasSun** Tha rightata .
woman to heva an abarSsn ahaid b* M | anMrefy to
the woman and har daatar' (1477,1t7Sf"+a woman-
wento to have an afcordwr and her doctor agreesto A
|Slh08u1|)d rite ba aSowadts hsaa antowing or nor?"

«

Varicurwjc' THme lyouagnsordtoaftzay

'é;}”fyf PR i f

1o arrotahawane tthavam Horton."' (&3,
NSC Naww EdtA0™" "Oo you agreear ((saree. .2
tw ddtaionohavaan abortondmdd batcStow*

W P W ana nsr pnyvaW|r

Sﬂ% |1 Aeocarftand Amir
Clol? vaxl 10arwon Me pnvw mupow m i
, and hardoctor? " (IVS

reukjCttf ADorMn tOfmi®en

e ThiVicswomen and doctor
should nothove rightto dsdds

B Thiviwwomen and <lodcx
should have righttodedda
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awoman, har (amity, and har doctor [and that] tha gov-

emment should not Isa invotvad” (Hickman). Thia sup-

port for privacy and norvAnlariaranca inctudee people

who identify thamaatvaa aa:

» Conservatives (70%),

 Catholics (81%),

» Soutiemers (72%),

* Republican voters in tha 1963 Presidential election
(69%), and

 Persons who believe in the Bible aa tha literal word
ot God (67%).

Many View Abortion as tha Boat Solution
to a Wrong Situation

Abortion is a complex and emotionally charged iaaua
fa many people. Fa example, had of Americana
believe that abortion ia wrong (NBC, 54%). Mitan avan
greatsr number—including thtiea who betieve abortion
Is wrong—haHava that it is somatimaa "tha bast thing
in a bad situation” (CBS3 66%).

Attitudes Unswayed by New Knowledge
About Fetal Devélopment

Moaoet Amsdcara say that nsw adaniVc information
about the tarty stages of devdopment either tae not
changed thair views a has made tiwm favor abortion
more (Gallup* 78%). .

A Caution About Opinion Surveys

Whan paopla respond to public opinion survaya, they
may appear to give different anawers depending on
(2) the way questions are worded, (2) the context in
Wi?elcrgdmey are asked, and (3) the type otanswers

o)

Compare, for example, Figures 1 and 2. Whan paopla
ara given choices that induda a mkicfie ground—such
as aways/sometimes/never—thair anawers may
appear more cautious than when they muat dedda
one way or another—such as agree/rtsagree

The Nature of the Debate

Antiabortion activists frequency delm that the Supreme
Court's decision in /toe v. Mbde eradad public sup-
portfor abortion. To tha oonlrery, pubic support grew
during tha dabata that began in tha mkiMSeOa, and the
Supreme Court decision in 1973 simply valdatied that
change (Lukar). In (act, pubic supporthas imatnad ret*
dvfy constant ovsrtha lad several yeare (Figure 1).

Indeed the pile overthe lael aeveral yeeis auggeet-
that Americana are no longer debating whstwr abo*
tion should be legel a lllegal. Where ke a rtahefa, It
seame to focus on whether abortion should be re-
stricted to certain drcumatoncee a leftentirely ase
personal decision in the hands o(women and their
physicians.
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December 13-17,19*,
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« women who befeeve they cannot become
pregnant because they are nursing babies or
undergoing medical treatments;

« womenwhose pregnancies are initially—
sometimes repeated”™~—misdiagnosed
by physicians or other djnidans.

Lack of Money

Many women in this country can bareiy afford
fbeiter, food, and clothing for their families, much
€SS medical care. Some are ekgtoie for Medicaid
funding for other medical services, but for several
years, the federal govemment and most states
have prohibited the use of Medicaid funds to pay
for abortions. For a worman who has no money to
spare, gathering a few hundred doflars can take
weeks and thus daisy her abortion.

Tragic Events

A pregnancy may have been planned, very much
wanted—until a tragedy strikes. Perhaps the
woman's husband or partner has a heart attack or
becomes seriously il. Her sTaMchild is hit by a car
and paralyzed. She loses herjob. A parent has a
stroke. Women in such situations may decide this
is the wrong time to have a baby and choose
abortion, even when the pregnancy has advanced
past the first trimester.

Medical Complications

Like the rest ofthe population, pregnant women
ale susceptible to CANCEl, heart disease, severe
depression, addictions, and other significant health
problems. A woman may choose abortion because
continuing her pregnancy would make her
condition worse or actuaty threaten her Bfe, or
because she requires—or has been given
arrf)neo,usly—x—rays or mediations that cause
e1ects In developing fetuses.

For Mm™ totormation

For KTtormafeon or rttorato to qualified abortion provfcfert, cal tho

National Abortion Fadaranon'a toti-frao Conaumar Hottina:

&600) 772-9100 or in Waahinglon. D.C. 544-9060, woaHdoye
:30-5:30 EaaiamTfen*,

rtf rums* NiCk |
B.JBtndarIy, Wn%AboutAbomon, DM Praaa, 1964.

arhntal Mgrte# Law* Thok Catastrophic Impost on Tonmq,sn '
lgntto Ortlon,ﬁmerlcanC|V||UbartlaaUmonReproduc ive
rrtraoom rrOpCL, It10Q. _ _

C. Ti#tzs A SK. Hananaw. InPuesd Abortion: A World Rasim*, Tha
Alan Guttmachar tnsmut*. 1958.

. A Orimes, “S#cond-Thmé#rt#r Abortion# in tha United State#,"

My nmwwry mkspeCtfvee, waewy, im #

tSSNOe91-788X

Freedom to Choose Abortion

Clearly, some abortions after 12 weeks couid be
avooea \Wrtn more comprenenisive eouicadon,
wider access to contraception and abortion, ful
Medicaid funding, and repeal of laws restricting
minors’ access to abortion, it is also dear that
some abortions after 12 weeks are unavoidable.
Only the woman who is pregnant can determine
what is the best solution, and every woman must
be free to make that choice.

Severe Defects in Fetus

When a woman ieams from the results of a
sonogram or amniocentesis that for example, her
fetu3 is anencephal ¢ (has virtuafly no head), has a
severe chemical disorder affecting its metabolism,
or has noworking kidneys, she may wish to end
the pregnancy rather than carry it through the
remaining months, only to here the infant die—or
in other cases, to bear an infant with severe
disabilities. Unfortunately, amniocentesis resuits
are generally not avatiabie until the 18th or 19th
week of pregnancy and thus daiay the abortion
decision.

Abortion aft* 12 Weeks s Legal.

The U S. Supreme Court declared that in the first
trimester of pregnancy (the first. 12weeks), the abortion
decMon must be left entirely to the woman and her
physician. Tho oourtslowed staes to regulate the
abortion during the aecond trimcetar, but for only one
purmpoaa—ito protect the womans health. In the third
trimester, states may regulate or forbid albbcnion un/ess

mg)/omens life or health is endangered (Rob v. tttefe,
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