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p a r e n t h o o d  o f  a l a s k a ®

A pril 24, 1991

R epresen ta tiv e N iilo  Koponen
House Finance Committee
Alaska S ta te  House of R epresen ta tiv es
Juneau, Alaska

Dear R epresen ta tiv e Koponen,
Planned Parenthood of Alaska wholeheartedly endorses CSHB 268, the 
Reproductive Privacy Act. The Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America, of which we are a member a f f i l i a t e ,  has taken a strong 
p o s itio n  of advocacy to ensure th a t abo rtion  remains a leg a l option 
fo r those women who may choose i t .  This fundamental r ig h t th a t 
American women have counted upon since the passage of Roe v. Wade 
in 1973, has been eroded since the Webster dec ision  allowed s ta te s  
to enact le g is la t io n  regard ing abo rtion . We be lieve th a t  the 
choice of abo rtion  as a medical procedure is  a profoundly personal 
dec is ion . Reproductive h e a lth  care should not be a m atter of 
governmental po licy , no more than any o th e r form of medical care.
Planned Parenthood of Alaska supports the Reproductive P rivacy Act 
and w ill a c tiv e ly  work to  ensure i t s  passage. We commend you and 
the b i l l  sponsors fo r in i t i a t in g  th is  e f f o r t  to ensure the 
a v a i la b i l i ty  of rep roductive care to  a l l  Alaskan women, Including 
poor women who re ly  on medicaid to finance th e i r  medical care.
S incere ly ,

1008 West Northern Lights Blvd. • Anchorage, Alaska 99503 * (907) 561-8970

Donna E. Hurdle, MSW Executive D irec to r

A United Way Agency
( f i -
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO; s h a r i PaulFROM: Marcy W ilder, NARAL S ta f f  A ttorney
DATE: A pril 23, 1991RE: c o n f id e n t ia l i ty  P ro te c tio n  in CS fo r H.B. 268

As we d iscussed , X suggest you amend page 5, l in e  10 as fo llow s
1. P lace a pe riod  a f t e r  "d ise a se " ,  and d e le te  th e  r e s t  of th e  
sen tence beginn ing w ith " r e g a rd le s s . "
2. A fte r th a  word "d ise a se "  on page 5, l in e  1 0 , add a 
c o n f id e n t ia l i ty  p ro v is io n . I suggest the  fo llow ing:

No physic ian , h e a lth  ca re  worker, or e th e r  in d iv id u a l 
a f f i l i a t e d  w ith a f a c i l i t y  a t  which h e a lth  ca re  i s  
p rovided under th i s  se c tio n , may n o tify  a m inor's p a re n t or guardian about th e  p ro v is io n  of such h e a lth  
ca re  w ithou t th e  w r it te n  consen t of th e  minor. In  
ad d itio n , th e  minor s h a l l  be p ro te c te d  by g en e ra lly  
a p p lic a b le  guaran tees o f p r iv i le g e ,  c o n f id e n t ia l i ty  and 
p riv acy .

Nation a. 
Acmien flirts



Alaskans fo r  L ife  PO Box 32186 Juneau, AK 99803-2186
A pril 25, 1991

R epresen ta tiv e Pat Carney R epresen ta tiv e Georgianna L incoln PO Box V
Juneau, AK 99811
Dear R ep resen ta tiv es Carney and L incoln,

I  am w ritin g  to  you on b eh a lf of A laskans fo r  L ife  to  vo ice a strong  ob jec tio n  to  HB 268.
Our ov e rrid ing  concern i s  th a t  human l i f e  i s  sacred . To 

take th e  l i f e  o f an innocent c h ild  merely fo r  th e  convenience of i t s  p a ren ts  or to  fu r th e r  th e i r  w ell being, f in a n c ia l  o r o th e r­wise i s  a crime ag a in s t humanity th a t  u l t im a te ly  degrades th e  
so c ie ty  th a t  sponsors such a po licy . When o th e r  op tion s e x is t,  why must our s t a t e  now advocate ab o rtio n  (the k i l l i n g  o f an unborn child) as our p re fe r re d  a lte rn a tiv e?  This in  i t s e l f  i s  reason enough to  vo te  down th i s  b i l l .

However, i f  a person accep ts th e  p ro-abortion  argument, 
th e re  a re  o th e r reasons th a t  make th i s  a bad p iece  o f l e g i s l a ­t io n . I  w il l  go over them b r ie f ly .

Sec. 18.16.020 DECLARATION OF PUBLIC POLICY. " . . . i s  a m atter of profound persona l ch o ice ." True enough, bu t no t th e  e n t i r e  t r u th .  I t  i s  a m a tte r of profound pe rson a l cho ice. But 
i t  i s  a lso  o f profound importance to  th e  unborn c h ild  who stands in  jeopardy of h is  l i f e .  I t  i s  o f profound importance to  th e  
fa th e r  s in ce  g e n e tic a lly , a t  le a s t ,  i t ' s  h a l f  h is .  (And not a l l  fa th e rs  a re  ir re sp o n s ib le  e ith e r!)  As long as they  a re  w ill in g  
to  assume th e i r  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  they should have some say in  th e  
b i r th  o r death o f t h e i r  own ch ild ren . I t ' s  a m a tte r of profound importance to  th e  p a ren ts  of a pregnant minor daugh ter. Should­n ' t  they have some r ig h ts  in  decid ing what to  do about th e i r  child?
Sec. 18.16.030 PROTECTION OF REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE.
1. This s e c tio n  i s  so sweeping in  i t s  scope i t  i s  in  danger of 

denying b a s ic  freedom of speech and conscience to  many in  
th e  medical p ro fe ss io n . The term "an in s tru m e n ta l i ty  o f the  S ta te "  could conceivably r e f e r  to  medical f a c i l i t i e s  re c e iv ­ing S ta te  funds, S ta te- licen sed  medical p r a c t i t io n e r s ,  
school d i s t r i c t s ,  o r e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s  exp ressing  th e i r  pe rsona l op in ions. How f a r  could th i s  be in te rp re ted?  
U nfortunate ly , you do no t r e a l ly  know.

2. Same se c tio n , sub sec tion  (c)(1). The use o f th e  term "whe­th e r  in te n t io n a l or u n in te n tio n a l"  — ra th e r  broad a s t a t e ­
ment I 'd  say! In  f a c t  th e  whole sub sec tio n  i s  r a th e r  broad.



3. The use o f th e  term  v i a b i l i t y  and i t s  d e f in i t io n  in  (c)(4) i s  u s e le s s  and m islead ing. Why bo ther to  mention v ia b i l i t y  when you can go ahead and ab o rt a f t e r  i t  occurs? The phrase 
" to  p re se rv e  th e  woman's l i f e  and h e a lth "  i s  th e  standard b o i le r p la te  on most perm issive abo rtion  le g is la t io n .  I t  does no th ing  to  l im i t  abo rtion  and should not be in  here.
A ll i t  does i s  give, f a ls e  hope to  th e  fe eb le  minded.

4. Mixing co n tra cep tio n  and abo rtio n  in  th e  same p iece of 
le g i s l a t io n  i s  poor form. They a re  two very  sep a ra te  issu e s evoking very  d i f f e r e n t  responses. To mix them to g e th e r lead s to  a confused response because o b je c tio n  to  one issu e  
w i l l  p robab ly be confused w ith o b jec tio n  to  th e  o th e r orbo th. I f  you a re  going to  have a con tracep tio n  b i l l ,  have aco n tra cep tio n  b i l l .  I f  you a re  going to  have: an abo rtion  
b i l l ,  have an abo rtio n  b i l l .

Sec. 18.16.100 SHORT TITLE. This should be r e t i t l e d  as "The Abortion-on-Demand B i l l . "
Sec. 3. AS 08.64.326(a) I f  t h i s  i s  saying what 1 th in k  i t  is  
saying, i t  says th a t  a h o sp ita l or do c to r could have a lic en se
taken away i f  th ey  in te r f e r e  in  an ab o rtio n  "whether in te n tio n a l
or u n in te n tio n a l"  (see page 2, l in e s  12-14 o f t h i s  b i l l ) .  The S ta te  Medical Board has th e  power to  v io la te  th e  freedom of 
speech and conscience o f doc to rs, medical personnel, and even r e l ig io u s ly  based h o sp i ta ls  such as Providence H osp ita l i f  th i s  
b i l l  goes in to  e f f e c t .  Their cho ice seems to  be to  go along w ith the  p ro-abortion  m en ta lity  in  s p i te  of deeply he ld  conv ic tion s 
they might have, o r s u f f e r  "san c tio n s" th e  Board "may impose" (page 3, l in e  3).
Sec. 47.25.197 PAYMENT FOR ABORTIONS. NOT ON YOUR LIFE!!!!! YOU CAN USE YOUR OWN MONEY!!!!!!! STATE MONEY IS PARTLY MY MONEY AND 
I REFUSE TO USE MY SHARE TO PAY FOR ABORTION!!!!!!! IF YOU'RE SO 
COMPASSIONATE, DONATE YOUR OWN MONEY!!!!!!! Also you w il l be p u tt in g  thousands of your own c i t iz e n s  in  deep and profound 
oppo sitio n  to  th e  S ta te . P ro- life  people, such as myself, w ill have a d i s t r u s t ,  d is g u s t and d is re sp e c t fo r  any government th a t  so v io la te s  our most deeply he ld  conv ic tion s. You underestim ate the  enmity t h a t  we can hold toward so e v i l  an o rg an iza tio n  th a t  tak es our money to  do deeds we hold to  be ag a in s t our conscience. This c e r ta in ly  i s  no wa^ to  b ring  a S ta te  to g e th e r.
Why w asn 't t h i s  b i l l  se n t to  th e  Ju d ic ia ry  Committee? Don't you b e liev e  in  your own system? Why d id n 't you g ive more time fo r review o f t h i s  b il l?
Are you a f r a id  someone might see it?  Outside of th i s ,  I  c a n ' t  th in k  of one good th in g  to  say about t h i s  b i l l .

S incere ly ,

Ken Mattson, P re s id en tA laskans fo r  L ife
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Alaska State Legislature

committee name

committee on , dated * - / * ' * / __________
bill/subject

I am opposed to House Bill No. 268 and Senate Bill No. 249.
I am very much in favor of people having freedom to choose. I am 
also very much in favor of people being held responsible and 
accountable for the consequences of their choices. I believe that is 
not a unique position since the U.S. and its entire legal system is 
founded upon those principles. If someone chooses to become a 
criminal, they are punished according to the nature and degree of 
their crime. They do not escape punishment by deciding at the time 
of sentencing to become a non-criminal. If they could, anarchy 
would reign throughout the country.
If a person chooses to shoot a gun, they have at that point lost the 
choice to have the bullet stay in the gun or return to it without 
damaging anything in its trajectory. If a person chooses to engage in 
sex, they have pulled a trigger. If they then are allowed to destroy 
another individual just to avoid the responsibility for the 
consequences of their choice, they are being encouraged to violate 
the very principles that are fundamental to maintaining the liberty 
and freedom that we in the U.S. so highly prize. If people are 
encouraged to avoid responsibility for their actions regarding 
something as serious as life, can they really be expected to be 
responsible in other important aspects of our national character? For 
government to allow indiscriminate abortion is a great tragedy. For 
government to finance it is unconscionable. Please kill HB268 and 
SB249.

Signed; d S  _______________________
Testifier

Representing (Optional) A & .
S ' S T S '  K  e . .  A K  ? _ ? ? * /

Address
'3-3.S'-9g<?£,___________________________ _

Phone No.
9/86 Uaglslativ* lnform»tion Offlct



Alaska State Legislature

/-/ P  <? CPlease enter into the record my testimony to th e  > , L L «
committee r

committee on _ / / £  J f T _____ _ , dated
bill/subject

O R Q E  S C f f f O f i T  O F -  T H E  £ 6 > 0 o E  f i / L L .  

Iv Je MUST M(?t RL-L-dco THE / A )

'TO S E T  0 U £  l jS. SO M E  OF
E V B / U

O j o v s j )  J S E F T  F e e  E S S  T O  E / 4 Z J H  C - O / O T & 0 E ,  

£

P p e F s e  e z o v T / j u a  t h e  e i o h t  o f  e f o i c l ^

P o e . /qL - P T t A  U O d M E  J U  ^

Signed: / R l/ 7
T^fie r *

Representing (optional)
. ’3 , 0 3 ' )  FT * § L . 9 9 S - / 7
Address

3 7 S ’- 3 3 < r 7 ._____________________________
Phone No.

9/86 Legislative Information Office
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the Health, Education & Soc ia l Services, 
committee name

Finance •tfommittee on _  SB-249 ( dated __________4/12/91 .
bill/subject

I  s trong ly  urge passage o f EB-268 & SB-249 to ensure protection o f women’ s r igh ts  to abortion and b ir th  con tro l , A woman's a b i l i t y  to contro l pregnancy has a d irect a f fe c t  on the qua lity  o f her l i f e  as well as that o f  any o ffsp ring  she may bear, Any hope o f  overcoming many o f our so c ia l problems stems from our capab ility  to contro l reproduction.Just as. a woman has a r igh t to pre-nata l and post-na ta l care, so should she be quaranteed access to a l l  types o f  b ir th  con tro l , Each' woman’ s chemistry varies & i t ' s  therefore imperative that a l l  forms o f b ir th  con tro l be ava ilab le  to enable her to choose one that i s  e ffestive .Just as having a ch ild  is  a personal choice which should so le ly  be a decision o f the woman, so should be abortion . A woman should not be subjected to hum ilia tion , mutilation or possib le death by being forced to seek i l l e g a l  abortion because o f lack o f funding fo r  abortions through’. Medicaid or general r e l i e f  medical assistance. Choosing abortion is  an in tense ly  personal decision which can and- should u lt im ate ly  be decided by the woman h e r s e l f .  Often i t  i s  a tragedy fo r  a woman to have to make
t.hl« decision due to economica, but it ia aloo a tragody for a woman to be forced to carry a pregnancy to term, often threatening her abiM ty to provide fo r  h e rs e l f ,  or forc ing her to discontinue her education which is  the major fac to r in  her a b i l i t y  to provide adaquate care to a fam ily .I  think HB-268 and SB-249 are well-thought and written b i l l s  ’• that should be supported and passed. Women must have the r igh t to commence, prevent, continue or terminate a pregnacy, which i s  a matter, o f profound personal choice, A woman's r igh t to abortion should not be' hindered by her economic status .

Signed: J i l l  Dobr.ydnla J ' & f .  L
Testifier / 7

I  am a msmber o r  the Coa lit ion  o f Allkans fo r  Choice-Ketchikan, 
Representing (Optional)testifying as an ind iv idua l

P ,_0 . Box 653.. Ward__£oyq.__AK QQQPfl_____________ _
Address

247-2307____________■ __________________________
Phone No.

9/80 LtgisKtlv* Iflformifan Offte*



C O A L IT IO N  O F  A L A S K A N S
F O R  C H O IC E  - A N C H O R A G E

I*

A p r i l  18 , 1991

R e p re se n ta tiv e  N i i lo  Koponen 
A la sk a  S ta te  House o f R e p re se n ta t iv e s  
P .O . Box V
Jun eau , A la ska  99801

Dear R e p re se n ta t iv e  Koponen:

The C o a l it io n  o f A laskan s fo r  Choice w h o leh e a rte d ly  endorses House 
B i l l  268, th e  R ep ro d u ctive  P r iv a c y  A c t .

Our top l e g is l a t iv e  p r io r i t i e s  a re  to  keep ab o rt io n  s a fe  and le g a l  and 
to  p ro te c t p u b lic  fund ing  fo r  a b o rt io n s  fo r  poor women. T h is  le g is la t io n  
add resses b o th . We support i t  in  i t s  e n t i r e t y .

S in ce  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  Supreme C ourt s t ru c k  down s ta te  law s banning 
a b o rt io n , th e  C o n s t itu t io n  has p ro te c te d  o ur most b a s ic  p e rso n a l r ig h t s .  
Some a n t ia b o rt io n  le g is la t u r e s  and governors have sought w ays, how ever, to  
erode th e se  r ig h t s  through r e s t r i c t i v e  le g is la t io n  and re g u la t io n . The 
p re se n t Governor o f A la sk a  i s  a member o f t h i s  g roup , and now, more than  
e v e r , we need stro n g  language in  our s t a tu te s  th a t  p ro te c ts  our p r iv a c y  in  
re p ro d u c tiv e  p la n n in g .

The d e c is io n  to  commence, co n tin u e  o r te rm in a te  a pregnancy i s  a 
p ro fo und ly  p e rso n a l m a tte r , and not an arena fo r  governm ental in te r fe re n c e  
and c o e rc io n . Our s e l f  d e te rm in a tio n  as women depends upon our r e ta in in g  
le g a l a u th o r ity  o ver our p r iv a t e  l i v e s .

Thank you , R e p re se n ta t iv e  Koponen, fo r  your su p p o rt .

s in c e r e ly ,

Post Office Box 232472 
Anchorage, Alaska 99523

1  e J f & r s  o - f ( S u p p o r t ~



Alaska Women’s Political Caucus

Alaska S ta te  House o f R epresen ta tives 
C ap ito l Build ing 
P.O. Box VJuneau, Alaska 99981 
To a l l  R ep re sen ta tiv e s:

The A laska Women's P o l i t i c a l  Caucus unequ ivocally  
suppo rts HB 268, "An Act provid ing fo r a woman's r ig h t  to  choose 
ab o rtio n  w ithout governmental in te re fe re n c e ; p ro te c tin g  th e  r ig h t  
to  use b i r th  control?  r e la t in g  to  payment fo r ab o rtio n s under 
Medicaid and g en e ra l r e l i e f  a s s is ta n c e ; and p rov id ing  fo r  an 
e f f e c t iv e  d a te ."

This le g i s la t io n  i s  im perative to  p ro te c t th e  
c o n s t i tu t io n a l  r ig h t  o f a l l  women to  choose whether o r not to  have 
an ab o rtio n . The H ickel A dm in is tra tio n 's  in tended po licy  to  deny 
g enera l r e l i e f  m edical a s s is ta n c e  funding fo r  poor women seeking 
ab o rtio n s  d is c r im in a te s  on the r ig h ts  o f th e se  women in  two ways.

F i r s t ,  i t  d isc rim in a te s  a g a in s t them on th e  b a s is  of 
poverty  o r employment s ta tu s ,  fo r  i t  w il l  deny them th e  r ig h t  to  an 
ab o rtio n  which many women can a ffo rd  w ithou t government r e l i e f .  Second, i t  in f r in g e s  on th e i r  c o n s t i tu t io n a l r ig h t  to  p rivacy, 
e f f e c t iv e ly  denying them the  r ig h t to  choose whether o r not to  have 
an ab o rtio n , although acknowledging th e i r  need fo r  and en titlem en t 
to  g en e ra l medical r e l i e f  fo r o th e r medical needs.

We s tro n g ly  urge you to  move qu ick ly on th i s  is su e  and to  
en ac t t h i s  l e g i s l a t io n  as i t  was in troduced by R ep resen ta tiv es 
Kopenen, Boyer, E l l i s ,  F in k e ls te in , L incoln, C. Davis, Carney, 
Donley, Moyer, Navarre, Ulmer, Gruenberg, and Brown.

ALASKA WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS

Theda P ittm an Beth P h i l l ip s
Chair Vice-Chair

P.O. Box 1571 Anchorage. Alaska 99510



SUSAN M. AN STIN E,  M .S .W .  
1 8 6 4 4  P U F F IN  WAY 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 9 9 5 1 6

A p r i l  19, 1991

e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N. Kaponen  
o use  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
. 0 .  Box V 
u n e a u ,  Ak. 9 9 8 1 1

Oear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K ap o n en ,

I  am w r i t i n g  t o  e x p r e s s  my s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  HB 2 6 8 :  an a c t  w h ic h  
i r o v i d e s  f o r  a w o m a n 's  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e  a b o r t i o n  w i t h o u t  g o v e r n m e n t a l  
n t e r f e r e n c e  and p r o t e c t s  a l l  wom en's  a c c e s s  t o  r e p r o d u c t i v e  f r e e d o m .

’ As a c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  I  h a v e  seen  t h e  c r i s e s  and d e s p a i r  o f  women 
a c in q  u n w a n te d  p r e g n a n c i e s .  My m o th e r  and many o f  my f r i e n d s  u n d e r w e n t  t h e  
a m p l i a t i o n  and d a n g e r  o f  i l l e g a l  a b o r t i o n s .  My s i s t e r  was f o r t u n a t e  enough t o
ave a c c e s s  t o  l e g a l  a b o r t i o n  s e r v i c e s  when sh e  became o n e  o f  t h e  " f a i l u r e "
t a t i s t i c s  w h i l e  c o r r e c t i n g  u s i n g  a d i a p h r a g m .

U n w an ted  c h i l d r e n  r a r e l y  become w a n te d  a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  b o r n .  They  a r e  
i k e l y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  more h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  become v i c t i m s  o f  a b u s e  
id n e g l e c t .  My c a s e l o a d  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  2 0  y e a r s  i s  f u l l  o f  s t o r i e s  o f  c h i l d r e n  
lo s e  l i v e s  do n o t  h a v e  h a p p y  e n d i n g s .

I w i l l  w o rk  v e r y  h a r d  t o  p r o m o t e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  and t h a n k  you  f o r
sur s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  men and women o f  A l a s k a .

S i n c e r e l y ,

v\a_
Susan M. A n s t i n e
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SB 249, REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT

The Alaska Chapter of the National Association of Social 
Workers (NASW) strongly supports the passage of SB 249, 
Reproductive Privacy Act. On a national basis, NASW's 
Delegate Assembly established a policy affirming a woman's 
right to choose whether to have an abortion. NASW's position 
on abortion is to support self-determination, or a woman's 
right to make her own choice about abortion.

The Honorable Justice Blackmun wrote, "... Every year many 
women, especially poor and minority women, would die or 
suffer debilitating physical trauma, all in the name of 
enforced morality or religious dictates or lack of compassion, 
as it may be..." He warned of the danger of overturning "a 
constitutional decision that secured a fundamental personal 
liberty to millions of persons."

The Alaska Chapter of NASW believes that this bill w ill 
continue to guarantee women their rights. We support SB249 
in its entirety. Reproductive privacy, including abortion, is a 
matter of individual conscience, not governmental coercion. 
Reproductive choices of Alaskans must be protected by law.

Respectfully submitted,

S ).
Nina Kinney, MSW, LCSVT '̂ 
President, Alaska Chapter -



4410 N. Douglas Hwy. 
Juneau, AK 99801 
April 21, 1991

I am strongly opposed to HB #268 and SB #249, liberalizing Alaska’s
abortion statutes, because they take away the rights of doctors and
parents, remove a patient’s opportunity for counseling and education, 
endanger public health and safety, and require the use of public tax 
dollars for destroying human lives, something I am morally opposed to.

Specifically these bills provide for:

- eliminating the current requirement that abortions be performed 
by a physician or surgeon licensed by the State Medical Board,

- eliminating the current requirement that abortions b£ performed
in a hospital or other facility approved by the state or federal
government,

- abortions for girls under 18 without parental notification,

- taking away the existing right of a hospital or doctor to 
conscientiously object to participating ,in an abortion,

- promoting abortion by forbidding waiting periods, counseling or 
alternatives that may delay, increase the cost of or limit the 
availability of an abortion,

- requiring the State of Alaska to use tax dollars to pay for abortions.

I have recently read an interesting book entitled Grand Illusions, the 
Legacy of Planned Parenthood, by George Grant. All legislators dealing 
with this type of legislation should inform themselves of the dangers 
of abortion by reading this book. I obtained the book through the 
Juneau Library Inter-library Loan.

Please use your influence to defeat these bills because they are not 
in the public interest.

Sincerely,



Alaska State House of Representatives
Capitol Building
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99981

To all Representatives:

The Alaska Women’s Political Caucus unequivocally
supports HB 268, "An Act providing for a woman's right to choose 
abortion without governmental intereference? protecting the right 
to use birth control; relating to payment for abortions under 
Medicaid and general relief assistance; and providing for an
effective date."

This legislation is imperative to protect the
constitutional right of all women to choose whether or not to have
an abortion. The Hickel Administration's intended policy to deny 
general relief medical assistance funding for poor women seeking 
abortions discriminates on the rights of these women in two ways.

First, it discriminates against them on the basis of 
poverty or employment status, for it will deny them the right to an 
abortion which many women can afford without government relief. 
Second, it infringes on their constitutional right to privacy, 
effectively denying them the right to choose whether or not to have 
an abortion, although acknowledging their need for and entitlement 
to general medical relief for other medical needs.

We strongly urge you to move quickly on this issue and to 
enact this legislation as it was introduced by Representatives 
Kopenen, Boyer, Ellis, Finkelstein, Lincoln, C. Davis, Carney, 
Donley, Moyer, Navarre, Ulmer, Gruenberg, and Brown.

v*
ALASKA WOMEN' S.r POLITICAL CAUCUS

Theda Pittman Beth Phillips
Chair Vice-Chair

P.O. Box 1571 
Anchorage, Alaska 

99510



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

—  SENATOR PAUL FISCHERrVice Chairman- 
-SENATOR SAM COTTEN 
SENATOR LYMAN HOFFMAN 
SENATOR CURT MENARD

SENATOR ARLISS STURGULEWSKI, Chairman P.O. BOX V 
ROOM 427 

STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 

(907) 465-3762

Senate Committee on 
Health, Education and Social Services

M E M O R A N D U M 2 2  April 1 9 9 1

T O :  M e m b e r s ,  S e n a t e  H E S S  C<

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  Arliss S t u r g u l e w s

W e  h a v e  b e e n  invited to attend t h e  H o u s e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  

m e e t i n g  s c h e d u l e d  for T h u r s d a y ,  2 5  April 1 9 9 1  at 8 : 0 0  a m .  H o u s e  

Bill 2 6 8  w h i c h  is a  c o m p a n i o n  bill to S B  2 4 9  currently in o u r  

c o m m i t t e e .

T h e r e  will b e  t e s t i m o n y  b y  representatives of t h e  N a t i o n a l  

A b o r t i o n  R i g h t s  L e a g u e  a n d  N a t i o n a l  R i g h t  to Life o n  this 

legislation.



C O A L I T I O N  O F  A L A S K A N S
F O R  C H O I C E  -  A N C H O R A G E

M a r c h  22, 1991
T he H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g i a n n a  L i ncoln 
A l a s k a  State House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P.O. Box V  
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lincoln:

The C o a l i t i o n  of A l a s k a n s  for C hoice in A n c h o r a g e  is a n o n - p r o f i t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1989 to p r o t e c t  r e p r o d u c t i v e  f r e e d o m  in 
A l a s k a  t h r o u g h  research, education, and political action. W e  w o r k  in 
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of like p u r pose t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  to 
a c c o m p l i s h  our goals.

A t t a c h e d  is a copy of our l e g i s l a t i v e  position. O u r  p o s i t i o n  is 
s t a t e d  broadly; as y o u  c o n s i d e r  s p e c i f i c  legislation, our m e m b e r s  
will c o n t a c t  y o u  f u rther to express t h e i r  views.

W e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  f r o m  you in r e g a r d  to our position. 
Specifically, we w o u l d  like to k n o w  w h e t h e r  or not y o u  s u p p o r t  a 
w o m a n ' s  r i g h t  to an a b o r t i o n  as p r o v i d e d  for by c u r r e n t  law and 
w h e t h e r  or n o t  y o u  s u p p o r t  p ublic f u n d i n g  for a b o r t i o n s  for p o o r  
w o m e n .

Please feel free to c o ntact me p e r s o n a l l y  if y o u  h a v e  a n y  
q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  our p o s i t i o n  or w o u l d  like to d i s c u s s  this 
further. M y  home t e l e p h o n e  n umber in A n c h o r a g e  is 522-1740. I look 
f o rward to w o r k i n g  w i t h  you.

Sincerely,

Post Office Box 232472 
Anchorage. Alaska 99523 

(907) 274-9308



C O A L I T I O N  O F  A L A S K A N S  F O R  C F I O I C E
L E G I S L A T I V E  P O S I T I O N

The. Coalition of Alaskans for Choice exists to protect reproductive freedom in 
Alaska. At the core of reproductive freedom is the inalienable right of a woman, regardless 
of her age or economic station, to choose to terminate an unwanted pregnancy.

The right of choice, however, is much more than the right to abortion on demand. 
Choice includes access to reproductive health and family planning information and services; 
sexuality education in the schools; research and development of safe, effective contraception; 
prenatal care, healthy baby and parent education programs; and adoption services.

A legislative program that truly supports families encompasses all of these services. 
This full range of options presents women and men with meaningful family planning choices.

The Coalition of Alaskans for Choice supports public policy and specific legislation
which:

1. keeps abortion safe and legal;

2. keeps abortion accessible to poor women through public funding;

3. provides full and adequate funding for family planning services;

4. mandates sexuality education as part of the public school health
education curriculum;

5. promotes the prevention of birth defects and fetal alcohol syndrome 
without infringing on the civil rights of pregnant women;

6. encourages utilization of family planning services by minors; and

7. . recognizes that a living will protects a woman’s right to die, even when
pregnant.

The Coalition of Alaskans for Choice opposes any legislation which:

1. restricts a woman’s access to an abortion;

2. elevates fetal rights above those of a pregnant woman; or

3. restricts minors’ rights to family planning and abortion services.

Coalition of Alaskans for Choice - Anchorage 
P.O. Box 232472 
Anchorage, A K  99523 
(907) 274-9308



A p r i l  22, 19 9 1

James G ra y
1 8 2 0  Kuskokwim  S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8

Rep. G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n
P . O .  Box V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  Rep .  L i n c o l n ,

T h i s  l e t t e r  c o n c e r n s  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  t r u s t  d i s p u t e  
and r e l a t e d  i s s u e s .  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  you  t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  human r i g h t s  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  when t h i s  m a t t e r  i s  s e t t l e d .  
R i g h t  now A l a s k a  la w  a l l o w s  -for p e o p l e  t o  r e c e i v e  i n v o l u n t a r y  
p s y c h i a t r i c  t r e a t m e n t  w i t h  d r u g s .  T h e s e  d r u g s  h a v e  d a n g e r o u s  
and d e b i l i t a t i n g  e f f e c t s  on t h e  m ind  and b o d y .  A p e r s o n  c o u l d  
s t a y  c l e a r  o f  i l l e g a l  d r u g s ,  t o b a c c o ,  a l c o h o l  and a s p i r i n  t h e i r  
e n t i r e  l i f e  and t h e n  w in d  up damaged b y  p s y c h i a t r i c  d r u g s .  A 
c h a n g e  i n  A l a s k a  l a w  t o  p r o h i b i t  i n v o l u n t a r y  d r u g g i n g  i s  i n  
o r d e r .  A s t a t e m e n t  added  t o  a n y  s e t t l e m e n t  b i l l  p r o h i b i t i n g  
any  o f  t h e  money f r o m  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  i n v o l u n t a r y  a n d / o r  
c o e r c i v e  d r u g g i n g  i s  i n  o r d e r .  A l s o ,  a t  l e a s t  5 0 / i  o f  t h e  
f u n d i n g  s h o u l d  go t o  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  d o n ' t  i n v o l v e  p s y c h i a t r i c  
d r u g g i n g .

F o r  p e o p l e  on t h e  r e c e i v i n g  end o f  p s y c h i a t r i c  d r u g g i n g  
t h e  e f f e c t s  c a n  be  b on e  marrow p o i s o n i n q ,  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  l i v e r  
damage, s e d a t i o n ,  d r o w s i n e s s ,  d i f f i c u l t y  t h i n k i n g ,  n i g h t m a r e s ,  
a p a t h y ,  d e p r e s s i o n ,  i m p o t e n c e ,  d e s p a i r ,  b l u r r e d  v i s i o n ,  n a u s e a ,  
v o m i t i n g ,  l o w  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  e p i l e p t i c  s e i z u r e s ,  h e p a t i t i s ,  
g la u c o m a ,  d e c r e a s e  i n  w h i t e  b l o o d  c e l l  c o u n t ,  b r a i n  damaqe and 
d e a t h .

A l a s k a n  N a t i v e s ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  d e s t r o y e d ,  can  
l i n e  up as  w e l l  f o r  p s y c h i a t r i c  d r u g g i n g .  Maybe t h e y  w o n ' t  
n o t i c e  w h at  t h e y  h a v e  l o s t .

The a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  d r u g s  a r e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  h o u s i n g ,  
c l o t h i n g ,  f o o d ,  d i g n i t y ,  money, r e s p e c t ,  e m p lo y m e n t  
(u n e m ploy m e nt  and u n d e r e m p lo y m e n t  a r e  b o t h  on t o p  o f  t h e  l i s t  
as  c a u s e s  o f  " m e n t a l  i l l n e s s " )  and g e n e r a l l y  d i v e r t i n g  t h e  
r e s o u r c e s  f r o m  p s y c h i a t r i c  s a l a r i e s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s .

T h e  p r e s e n t  l a w  a l l o w i n g  f o r  i n v o l u n t a r y  d r u g g i n g  i s  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  D r u g s  re m o v e  " a  n a t u r a l  
r i g h t  t o  l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p i n e s s . "  F reedo m  o f  
r e l i g i o n  i s  v i o l a t e d  b e c a u s e  p s y c h i a t r y  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  as  a 
S t a t e  r e l i g i o n .  V i s i o n s  and h e a r i n g  v o i c e s  a r e  o f t e n  
i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a " p s y c h o s i s "  i n  n e e d  o f  d r u g s .  A r t i c l e  I ,



S e c t i o n  21 i s  v i o l a t e d ,  i t  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  "T h e  e n u m e r a t i o n  o f  
r i g h t s  i n  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  i m p a i r  o r  deny  o t h e r s  
r e t a i n e d  by t h e  p e o p l e . "  A r t i c l e  V I I ,  S e c t i o n  4  i s  v i o l a t e d  
s i n c e  i t  r e q u i r e s ,  "T he  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  
p r o m o t i o n  and p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h . "  A r t i c l e  I ,  S e c t i o n  
2 2  r e a d s ,  "T h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  p r i v a c y  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  and  
s h a l l  n o t  be i n f r i n g e d .  T he  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  im p l e m e n t  t h i s  
s e c t i o n .  "

T he  i n v o l u n t a r y  d r u g g i n g  l a w  i s  r e q u i r e d  b e c a u s e  even  
" m e n t a l l y  d i s t u r b e d "  p e o p l e  know t h a t  t h e s e  d r u g s  a r e  p a i n f u l  
and d a n g e r o u s .  T he  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  l a w  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  
p e o p l e  b e i n g  g i v e n  i n v o l u n t a r y  t r e a t m e n t  a r e  i n c a p a b l e  o f  
g i v i n g  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  t o  m e d i c a l  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n !  The  
A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t u r e  can  send  t h e  message t o  p s y c h i a t r y  t h a t ,
"No, means n o . "

I n v o l u n t a r y  d r u g g i n g  i s  a l l o w e d  t o  go on u n t i l  a  p e r s o n ,  
"no l o n g e r  p o s e s  a d a n g e r  t o  h i m s e l f  o r  o t h e r s . "  T h i s  i d e a  
i m p l i e s  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  p e o p l e .
I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s n ’ t  p o s s i b l e ,  w i t h  a n y  a c c u r a c y ,  t o  p r e d i c t  w h a t  
a n y o n e  i s  g o i n g  t o  d o .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  w o u ld  b e  n i c e  t o  be  a b l e  
t o  f i g u r e  o u t  who i s  g o i n g  t o  com m it  a c r i m e  and send  them  t o  
j a i l  b e f o r e  t h e y  do i t .

The  p s y c h i a t r i c  b e l i e f ,  t h a t  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  i s  c a u s e d  b y  
c h e m i c a l  i m b a l a n c e s  i n  t h e  b r a i n ,  i s  u n p r o v e n .

T h e  d r u g  R i t a l i n  i s  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  c h i l d r e n  i n  A l a s k a n  
s c h o o l s  b e c a u s e  i t  makes t h e  c h i l d r e n  more  m a n a g e a b le  i n  t h e  
c l a s s r o o m .  I t  i s  o f t e n  t h e  b r i g h t  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  d r u g g e d ,  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  s m a r t e r  t h a n  t h e  t e a c h e r  and a r e  b o r e d .  One 
s i d e  e f f e c t  f r o m  R i t a l i n  i s  " p s y c h o s i s " .  R i t a l i n  i s  i n  t h e  
c l a s s  o f  d r u g s  w i t h  c o c a i n e .

L e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e q u i r i n g  d e n t i s t s  t o  i n f o r m  t h e i r  c l i e n t s  
w hat  i s  b e i n g  p u t  i n t o  t h e i r  m o u th s ,  i s  w i s e .  M e r c u r y  
p o i s o n i n g  i s  a known c a u s e  o f  " m e n t a l  i l l n e s s . "  S o m e t im e s  t h e  
b r a i n ’ s c h e m i s t r y  i s  a l t e r e d  by  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o i s o n i n g .  
P s y c h i a t r i c  d r u g s  j u s t  mask t h e  symptoms.

I t  h a s  been  s a i d  t h a t  a p e r s o n ’ s  body c an  be i m p r i s o n e d ,  
b u t  t h e  mind i s  f r e e .  A l a s k a n  p s y c h i a t r y  i s  now g o i n g  a f t e r  
m ind s  a s  w e l l .

Thank y o u .  I  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  i n  
m akin g  a n y  d e c i s i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e s e  m a t t e r s .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

James G r a y
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, » A p r i l  2 2 ,  1991

S><yyc \/

Dear Legislator,

Subject

&  V 5* kiT vr"
Koponen, Boyer, Ellis, Finkelstein, Lincoln, C. Davis, Carney, 
Donley, Moyer, N a v a a r , Ulmer, Gruening, Brown, S t u r g e l e w s k i , 
Fahrenkamp, Rodey, Adams, co-sponsor L i b e r a l i s a t i o n  of 
A l a ska's R e s t r i c t i o n s  on Abortion. '•

b h »  I not only will 
again b e c a u s e  of their stand, but

- • ■ j

This bill w o n 1d be:

do a b o r t i o n s  which 
(Making my doctor a murderer!)

m m their

and
educ.at .ion and

- which I re f use t c < a o 7III Bill WIMli IMI'BaMweaawtaggMBi.
(Medicaide is already sending anyone over 24 w e e k s  along to
lower 48 for abortions)

Sincerelyr)

Mrs. Ron da K. Smith 
Missionary



200 West 34th Avenue 
Suite *137 
Anchorage, AK 99503

April 23, 1991

Representative, Georgianna 
P. 0. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Representative, Lincoln:

I feel that Alaska has very liberal abortion statutes. Please vote 
against House Bill Number 268.

By eliminating the current requirements that a physician or surgeon 
be licensed this w ill endanger Alaskan's. This bill also takes away 
the current requirement that abortions be performed in a hospital or 
other fac ility approved by the State.

This bill is filled with radical approaches that w ill cause emotional 
and health concerns for Alaskan's. Please vote no on this bill.

Sincerely,

Daniel A. Le Blanc 
(907)333-2825



A p r i l  23, 199.L

Ms. G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P. 0. Box V ( m a i l  s t o p : 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  998.L1

D ea r  Ms. L i n c o l n :
I  was b o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  i n  K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a .  I  h a v e  e n j o y e d  t h e  
b e a u t y  o f  t h i s  town  a n d  s t a t e  f o r  29 y e a r s .  I t  b r i n g s  a  g ood
f e e l i n g  t o  know t h a t  a l o n g  w i t h  A l a s k a  b e a u t y  i t  i s  a l s o  v e r y  a
w e a l t h y  l a n d .
I  am d i s t u r b e d  t h a t  House  B i l l  #268, i f  p a s s e d ,  w i l l  a l l o w  s t a t e
mcney--MY MONEY--to be  s p e n t  d e s t r o y i n g  p r e c i o u s  i n n o c e n t
c h i l d r e n  by a b o r t i o n .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  u n d e r m i n e  i m p o r t a n t  f a m i l y  
v a l u e s  by  t a k i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t ,  b e l o n g s  t o  p a r e n t s  a n d  
p l a c i n g  i t  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  c o n t r o l  a s  t o  d e c i d i n g  w e a t h e r  a m in o r  
c h i l d  c a n  h a v e  a n  a b o r t i o n ,  r e c e i v e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ,  e t c .  A l s o ,  I  
do n o t  w an t  my s t a t e  t o ,  i n  i t s  l a w s ,  e x c e p t  A b o r t i o n  a s  a n  
" A l t e r n a t i v e  Me thod  o f  B i r t h  C o n t r o l " .

DO NOT VOTE FOR THIS BILL. V o te  a g a i n s t  i t  a n d  p r o t e c t  A l a s k a s  
w e a l t h  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  f r om  t h e  s h e d d i n g  o f  i n n o c e n t  b l o o d .

Thank  y o u ,

B i l l  J e f f r e y  W h i t e  
P. 0. Box 9148 
K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  9990.1.
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A p r i l  23, 1991

G r e e t in g s :

S i t k a n s  f o r  C h o i c e  s u p p o r t s  H3 288-a w oman ' s  r i g h t  t o  
c h o o s e .  T h i s  b i l l  r e s p e c t s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y  a n d  
h o n o r s  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m  w h i l e  r e f u s i n g  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e .  I t  i s  o b v i o u s l y  i n  t u n a  w i t h  
p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  S i t k a  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  A l a s k a  b a s e d  on 
s t a t e  l aw  a n d  t h e  r e c e n t  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n .  61% o f  
A l a s k a ' s  v o t e r s  a n d  87% o f  S i t k a  v o t e r s  s u p p o r t e d  
p r o - c h o i c e  c a n d i d a t e s .
Our f e e l i n g s  t o w a r d  a b o r t i o n  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  b y  t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  b y  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  Women 's  C a u o u s .

"We a r e  d e e p l y  d i s t u r b e d  o v e r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b i t t e r  
a n d  d i v i s i v e  b a t t l e  b e i n g  w ag ed  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s  
t o  f o r e ©  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  u n w a n t e d  p r e g n a n c i e s  a n d  t o  
l i m i t  a n  A m e r i c a n  w oman 's  r i g h t  t o  a b o r t i o n ,

We b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  s h o u l d  b e  f r e e  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  
own c o n s c i e n c e s  on  t h i s  m a t t e r  a n d  t h a t  w h e r e  w i d e l y  
d i f f e r i n g  v i e w s  a r o  h e l d  b y  s u b s t a n t i a l  s e c t i o n s  
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  r e l i g i o u s  c om m un i t y ,  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
b e l i e f  o f  o n e  r e l i g i o u s  b o d y  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  f o r c e d  on 
t h o s e  who b e l i e v e  o t h e r w i s e .

To p r o h i b i t  o r  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  t h e  u s e  o f  p u b l i c  f u n d s  
t o  p a y  f o r  a b o r t i o n s  a b r i d g e s  a n d  d e n i e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
a n  a b o r t i o n  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t e s  e s p e c i a l l y  a g a i n s t  low  
i n c om e ,  y o un g  a n d  m i n o r i t y .women ."

P r e s e n t  A l a s k a n  l aw  a l l o w s  e a c h  p e r s o n  t o  make t h e i r  own 
d e c i s i o n s .

A b o r t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p r a c t i c e d  s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  2500 B .C .  a n d  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e ,  w h e t h e r  l e g a l  o r  i l l e g a l ,  w h e t h e r  s a f e  o r  
u n s a f e .  Remov ing  s a f e  a b o r t i o n s  e s p e c i a l l y  p e n a l i s e s  t h e  
y o u n g ,  t h e  p o o r ,  a n d  m i n o r i t i e s .

A g a i n ,  w© w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e i t e r a t e  o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  HB288 a n d  
t o  t h a n k  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Koponen  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  b i l l  
a n d ,  i n  d o i n g  s o ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  o f  t h e  
e n t i r e  s t a t e ,

S i t k a n s  f o r  C h o i c e  
Box 2966
S i t k a ,  A l a s k a  99835
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RepresentariveGeotgianaLincoln
POBoxV
Juneau, AK 99811

APR 24. RM.

DearGeotgiana:

I trust you are supporting House Bill 268 -which would allow for equal access of all. Alaskans to 
family planning and abortion rights. I understand an expedited hearing in the House HESS 
Committee will give the bill at least afighting chance during this session. Please do all you can to 
usher this important bill forward.

I had the pleasure of watching you speak at the White House Conference on Families in 1980 in 
Fairbanks. I was very impressed with your passionate support of extended families. I am very 
happy you are in the legislature. Mayyourtenurebeiong, rewarding and prosperous for all 
Alaskans.

Lizlllg'
1220 E. 16th #10 
Anchorage, AK 99501



iR0S?<a8i/iSJcî ,'®9 St at em e n t

my wife,, and myself nave a strong opposition to tnese b i I is. Our 
opposition is based on trie fact that you are excluding 
the wishes of a large majority of citizens of the United States. The 
current concensus based on a (da I I up survey is that the abortion industry 
is operating with too little controls currently.

The Gallup survey 1 am quoting from was conducted iast year and released 
to the pub i tc on F e b r u a r y  £8 of this year.. It consisted of a random suvey 
of Z,i?4 voting age adults.

F i n d i n g s  are tnat the public is not even very informed as to the legai status 
of abortion in America and its liberal attitudes. Of those surveyed, only l 
in 9 could accurately describe the holdings in the Roe Vs. Wade decision.
When asked about use of abortion as a. means of birth control 69 X of amer leans 
w e r e  firmly against tnis practice. Which is tne p r imar y use of abortion.

Of those surveyed 76 percent said they were either highly or very concerned 
w i t h  the issue of abortion.

Of those surveyed 42 percent thought that Roe Vs. Wade only allowed abortions 
during the first three months.

A  large 88% of the public supports legislation that requires parental 
Involvement in the decision of a minor to undergo the surgical procedures 
of an abortion.

91 percent of the public also disapprove d of abortions for s e x - s e I e c t i o n .

In states that currently I i rn i t some abortions 70 percent of r e s p o n d e n t s  
favor sci I arge pun i t i ve f i nes for abort i on i st s perf orrn i ng i I I ega l abort i ons ..

77 percent were opposed to abortion for financial reasons -• such as 
I nterTerence with a womens career goais.

5.5 percent even supported legislation that would require that the women to 
get the consent of the baby's biological father before having an abortion.

86 percent mostly favored a state requirement tnat a women d esiring an 
abor tion be properly educated as to fetal development, ana alter nativ es 
such as adoption.

55 percent thought that tne unborn baby's right to be born should outweigh
the women's right to chose w h e t h e r  she wants the cni id or not - this would
be from the moment of conception on.

W h e n  posed with the statement "a I I human life,, including that of the unborn, 
should be protected" either v e r  convicing or fairly convincing, resp onden ts 
we r e  a large 75 percent.

And finally, 77 percent thought tnat at a minimum, abortion takes a human
life.

What we see of this proposed legislation is That it is in direct opposition 
to the wishes of tne public and I urge you to kill this legislation as soon
as possible rather that kill more unoorn alaskans.

3 ’vjO'V V l ’rUSKAAxI
A io b  feU"3I«
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concer n i n g  HB 268 & SB 249
Government programs should not fund the optional surgprles 
of anybody. Since wompn can't be forced into or out of 
abortions, if?allows that taxpayers shouldn't be forced to 
participate in abortions either. I urge you to vote against 
the double standards of HB 263 & SB 249 (42 words)

^ c o n c e r n i n g  HB 268 & SB 249
Page 3 lines *3, 19 & 20, page 4 lines 2 & 3 are an 
outrageous contr adict ion to the very principles of choice 
that abortion laws promote. Why force your standard on 
licensees while pro-life standards can't be forced on women? 
I urge you to squelch this ridiculous proposal. (50 words)

con cernin g HB 268 & SB 249
Page 4 beginning on line 14. Who's in charge of what? Aren't 
parents legally responsible fqr their minor children? Only 
emancipated minors should have the authority to choose or 
refuse optional medical services. Please vote against HB 268 
& SB 249-; (41 wor.ds)

con cer n i n g  HB 268 & SB 249
Page 2 line 30. Why shouldn 't there be a m a n d ator y dela y? If 
the "choice" is an uninform ed de ferenc e to
liberal bra in washing it i s n’t a "choice" at all. Knowledge 
of the lifelong physical & emotional hazards, & all 
a lternatives should be m a n d atory  for any s u r ger y candidate. 
(4fe words)

concerning HB 268 & S8 249
C on sider ate professiora 1s should write house bills that high 
school gr aduat es can understand, o therwi se I’d think you 
were trying to pull the wool over our eyes. That's exactly 
the case with the se emi n g l y  deceitful words of these bills. 
After 2 days of study I now understa nd & o p p o s e them both.
(49 words)
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Dear Legi s 1 at o r ,

Subjects House Bill Mo. 268 or any other proposed 
c o m p r o m i s i n g  legislation aimed at revising tough 
a bortion r e g u l a t i o n s  such as SE-f 249 or 170 or 174.

Koponen, B o y e r , Ellis, Finkelstein, Lincoln, C. Davis, Carney, 
Donley, Moyer, N a v a a r , Ulmer, Gruening, Brown, S t u r g e l e w s k i , 
Fahrenkamp, Rodey, Adams, co-sponsor L i b e rali satio n of 
Alaska's R e s t r i c t i o n s  on Abortion.

I stron gly  appose their opposition. I not only will never 
vote for any of these people again b e c a u s e  of their stand, but 
.1 will strong ly campa ign against them.

Tli is bill would be:

Forcing Doctors to do abo rtions which violates their 
hypocratic  oathes. (Making my doctor a murderer.')

Over stepp ing my right as a parent to guide, nurture, and 
protect my minor c h i ldr en from q u e s t i o n a b l e  sex education arid 
uni nforme d consent to a b o r t i o n s  without parental notification.

Permitting abortion pedd lers to do an abortion to minors 
anywhere, anytime, by a nyone  with no safety standards.

Using my tax d o l l a r s  to fund abortions, thus, bringing me 
in as an a c c o m p l i c e  to murder - which I refuse to do. 
(Medicaide is a l ready  sending anyone over 24 weeks  along to 
lower 48 for abortions).

Taking the pr e f e r e n c e s  of a few and forcing them on the 
masses, to be funded by the masses.



A l a s k a n s  for Life 
PO B O X  32186 

Juneau, A K  99803- 2 1 8 6

A p r i l  25, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P a t  C a r n e y  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  
PO B o x  V
Juneau, A K  99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  C a r n e y  a n d  Lincoln,

I am w r i t i n g  to y o u  on b e h a l f  of A l a s k a n s  for L i f e  to v o i c e  
a s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n  to H B  268.

O u r  o v e r r i d i n g  c o n c e r n  is t h a t  h u m a n  life is sacred. To 
t a k e  t h e  life of an i n n ocent c h i l d  m e r e l y  for t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  of 
its p a r e n t s  o r  t o  f u rther t h e i r  w e l l  being, f i n a n c i a l  or o t h e r­
wi s e  is a c rime a g ainst h u m a n i t y  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  d e g r a d e s  t h e  
s o c i e t y  that s p o nsors s u c h  a policy. W h e n  o t h e r  o p t i o n s  exist, 
w h y  m u s t  our S t a t e  n o w  a d v o c a t e  a b o r t i o n  (the k i l l i n g  of an 
u n b o r n  child) as our p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e ?  T h i s  in i t s e l f  is 
r e a s o n  e n o u g h  to v o t e  d o w n  t h i s  bill.

However, if a p e r s o n  a c c e p t s  t h e  p r o - a b o r t i o n  argument, 
t h e r e  are o t h e r  r e asons t h a t  m a k e  this a b a d  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a­
tion. I will go over t h e m  briefly.

Sec. 1 8 . 1 6 . 0 2 0  D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  P U B L I C  POLICY. " ...is a 
m a t t e r  of p r o f o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o ice." T r u e  enough, b u t  n o t  the 
e n t i r e  truth. It is a m a t t e r  of p r o f o u n d  p e r s o n a l  choice. But 
it is also of p r o f o u n d  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  the u n b o r n  c h i l d  w h o  stands 
in j e o p a r d y  of h i s  life. It is o f  p r o f o u n d  i m p o r t a n c e  to t h e  
f ather since genetically, at least, it's h a l f  his. (And n o t  all 
fathers are i r r e s p o n s i b l e  either!) A s  l o n g  as t h e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  
to a s s u m e  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  s o m e  say in the 
b i r t h  or d e a t h  of t h e i r  o w n  children. It's a m a t t e r  of p r o f o u n d  
i m p o r t a n c e  to t h e  p a r e n t s  of a p r e g n a n t  m i n o r  daughter. S h o u l d­
n't t h e y  h a v e  some r i g h t s  in d e c i d i n g  w h a t  to do a b o u t  t h e i r  
child?

Sec. 1 8 . 1 6 c 030 P R O T E C T I O N  O F  R E P R O D U C T I V E  CHOICE.

1. This s e c t i o n  is so s w e e p i n g  in its s c o p e  it is in d a n g e r  of 
d e n y i n g  b a s i c  f r e e d o m  of s p e e c h  and c o n s c i e n c e  to m a n y  in 
t he m e d i c a l  profession. T h e  t e r m  "an i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  of the 
State" c o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  r e f e r  to m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  r e c e i v­
ing S t a t e  funds, S t a t e - l i c e n s e d  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  
school districts, o r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  
p e r s o n a l  opinions. H o w  far c o u l d  this b e  i n t e r p r e t e d ?  
Unfort u n a t e l y ,  y o u  do n o t  r e a l l y  know.

2. Same section, s u b s e c t i o n  (c)(1). T h e  u s e  of t h e  t e r m  " w h e­
t h e r  intent i o n a l  or u n i n t e n t i o n a l "  — r a t h e r  b r o a d  a s t a t e­
me n t  I'd say! In fact t h e  w h o l e  s u b s e c t i o n  is r a t h e r  broad.



3. T h e  u s e  of the t e r m  v i a b i l i t y  and its d e f i n i t i o n  in ( c ) (4) 
is u s e l e s s  and misleading. W h y  b o t h e r  to m e n t i o n  v i a b i l i t y  
w h e n  y o u  can go a h e a d  a n d  a b o r t  a f t e r  it o c c u r s ?  T h e  p h r a s e  
"to p r e s e r v e  the w o m a n ' s  life and h e a l t h "  is t h e  s t a n d a r d  
b o i l e r p l a t e  on m o s t  p e r m i s s i v e  a b o r t i o n  legislation. It 
does n o t h i n g  to limit a b o r t i o n  and s h o u l d  n o t  b e  in here.
A l l  it d o e s  is g i v e  false h o p e  to t h e  feeble minded.

4. M i x i n g  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  and a b o r t i o n  in the same p i e c e  of 
l e g i s l a t i o n  is p o o r  form. T h e y  are t w o  v e r y  s e p a r a t e  issues 
e v o k i n g  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  responses. T o  m i x  t h e m  t o g e t h e r  
l eads to a c o n f u s e d  r e s p o n s e  b e c a u s e  o b j e c t i o n  to one issue 
w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  o b j e c t i o n  to t h e  o t h e r  or
both. If y o u  are g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a c o n t r a c e p t i o n  bill, h a v e  a
c o n t r a c e p t i o n  bill. If y o u  are g o i n g  to h a v e  an a b o r t i o n  
bill, h a v e  an a b o r t i o n  bill.

Sec. 1 8 . 1 6 . 1 0 0  S H O R T  TITLE. T h i s  s h o u l d  b e  r e t i t l e d  as "The 
A b o r t i o n - o n - D e m a n d  Bill."

Sec. 3. A S  08.64.326(a) If t h i s  is s a y i n g  w h a t  I t h i n k  it is 
saying, it says that a h o s p i t a l  or d o c t o r  c o u l d  h a v e  a l i c e n s e
t a k e n  a w a y  if t h e y  i n t e r f e r e  in a n  a b o r t i o n  " w h e t h e r  i n tentional
or u n i n t e n t i o n a l "  (see p a g e  2, lines 12-14 of this bill). The 
S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  h a s  the p o w e r  to v i o l a t e  t h e  f r e e d o m  of 
s p e e c h  a n d  c o n s c i e n c e  of doctors, m e d i c a l  personnel, and e v e n  
r e l i g i o u s l y  b a s e d  h o s p i t a l s  s u c h  as P r o v i d e n c e  H o s p i t a l  if this 
bill goes into effect. T h e i r  c h o i c e  seems to b e  t o  go a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  p r o - a b o r t i o n  m e n t a l i t y  in s p i t e  of d e e p l y  h e l d  c o n v i c t i o n s  
t h e y  m i g h t  have, or s u f f e r  "sanctions" t h e  B o a r d  "may impose" 
(page 3, line 3).

Sec. 4 7 . 2 5 . 1 9 7  P A Y M E N T  F O R  ABORTIONS. N O T  O N  Y O U R  LIFE!!!!! YOU 
C A N  U S E  Y O U R  O W N  MONEY!!!!!!! S T A T E  M O N E Y  IS P A R T L Y  M Y  M O N E Y  A N D  
I R E F U S E  T O  U S E  M Y  S H A R E  TO P A Y  F O R  A B O R T I O N ! ! ! ! ! ! !  IF Y O U ' R E  SO 
C O M P ASSIONATE, DONATE Y O U R  O W N  M O NEY!!!!!!! A l s o  y o u  w i l l  b e  
p u t t i n g  t h o u s a n d s  of y o u r  o w n  c i t i z e n s  in d e e p  and p r o f o u n d  
o p p o s i t i o n  to t h e  State. P r o - l i f e  people, such as myself, will 
h a v e  a distrust, d i s g u s t  and d i s r e s p e c t  for any g o v e r n m e n t  that 
so v i o l a t e s  o u r  m o s t  d e e p l y  h e l d  convictions. Y o u  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  
t h e  e n m i t y  t h a t  w e  c a n  h o l d  t o w a r d  so evil an o r g a n i z a t i o n  that 
t a k e s  o u r  m o n e y  to do deeds w e  h o l d  to b e  a g a i n s t  o u r  conscience. 
T h i s  c e r t a i n l y  is no w a y  to b r i n g  a State together.

W h y  w a s n ' t  t h i s  bill sent to t h e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e ?  D o n ' t  y o u  
b e l i e v e  in y o u r  own system? W h y  d i d n ' t  y o u  g i v e  m o r e  t i m e  for 
r e v i e w  of t h i s  bill?

A r e  y o u  a f r a i d  s o m eone m i g h t  see it? O u t s i d e  of this, I c a n ' t  
t h i n k  of one g o o d  t h i n g  to s a y  a b o u t  this bill.

Sincerely,

K e n  Mattson, P r e s i d e n t
A l a s k a n s  for Life
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 ------„AA-.. — • .Â A/.-- AaA</, ..ŷ yA./..ryyAA./.y*. A A  . s',̂ str/t/jT. y. A  __
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RPR 25 '91 0 9 M 7  LEG. AFFAIRS - BETHEL

T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  T r o u b l e  R e p o r t

DATE: j/z£  SITE: &jLiATC #:
TIME OF PROBLEM: f i  IS Ah PHONE LINE: - 557 /-

a»

Describe Problem: QJJ & M 4  uM X  htuxsic} ^n>u^u ,
tLdJbî UÂ O C bAAAJCWCj .

■/

Action Taken; 'W locuoaJvr u\ ^ Ju riLctjJL s dhcuyimcun osQJlccJ.
ft&A&cipOKta <20 cJuuui <c PAX testimonyv ’ Ciuriti-tfT)

Did you call your local phone company? Y es No jZ -  y
Did you redial? Y e s No u Z  Problem resolved? Y es___ No Y - -

Please complete for each teleconference with technical problems. Then fax 
to Lynn at 465-2864 (Juneau LIO) ASAP. Thanks for your help!

G-12
. .. . -■ .. .   ...... . iifev ' ....
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RPR 25 '91 09:48 LEG. RFFRIRS - BETHEL

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e (,H) HPSS -— —  
committee name 

committee on HB 268     dated ,.fti?r i -L.,.2-5 r 1223L 
bill/subject

P'ahnem K i negak and m y s e l f  Cathy F e a s t e r  w o r k  at the Y ukon 
K u s k o k w i m  H e a l t h  C o r p o r a t i o n  M a t e r n a l  C h i l d  H e a l t h  W o m e n ' s  Center.
We s u p p o r t  HB 268. A p p r o x i m a t e l y  70% of our w o m e n  c l i ents in the 
YK D e l t a  are M e d i c a i d  eligible. A b o r t i o n  services are n o t  available 
in Bethel, therefore w o m e n  m u s t  travel at least as far as Anchorage. 
They f r e q u e n t l y  n e e d  assist a n c e  w i t h  this'travel.

C o n c e p t i o n  is not always a w o man's choice. P o o r  w o m e n  must 
have a c c e s s  to the full range of m e d i c a l  services that are available 
to o t h e r  A l a s k a n  citizens who have money.

We  urcre you to support HB 268 and therefore k e e p  all w o m a n  in 
A l a s k a  equal.

Signed;     --------------
Testifier
MCrf /uJomeh'5 (vjn'Wr________________________________ __

Representing (Optional)
Ho&p/bU 'S oA 3 o a 7  Ak 9?5'5'?

Address
I9flijsgfr3-3&>g.5r __________ ___________________________

Phone No.

S/86 LtgttlttW* Information Olfics



A l a s k a  W o m e n ’s  R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r

111 W. 9th Ave., Suite 4  •  Anchorage, Alaska 99501 •  (9 0 7 ) 2 7 6 -0 5 2 8

H o u s e  HESS - A p r i l  25, 1991 - H B  2 6 8 / R e p r o d u c t i v e  P r i v a c y  
T e s t i m o n y  b y  T h e d a  Pittman, E x e c u t i v e  Direc t o r ,  A W R C

O n e  of t h e  p r o g r a m s  o p e r a t e d  b y  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  R e s o u r c e  
C e n t e r  is a t e m p o r a r y  r e s i d e n c e  for w o m e n  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  
a l c o h o l i s m  or s u b s t a n c e  abuse. For a n u m b e r  of y e a r s  w e  have 
b e e n  the o n l y  f a c i l i t y  in A l a s k a  w h i c h  n o t  o n l y  a d m i t t e d  a 
p r e g n a n t  w o m a n  b u t  a l l o w e d  h e r  to s t a y  o n c e  the b a b y  was born.

A t  a r e c e n t  meeting, the R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r  B o a r d  a f f i r m e d  a 1989 
p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  w h i c h  supports t h e  n e e d  for HB 268:

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t s  to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and to p r i v a c y  are the c o r n e r s t o n e s  upon 
w h i c h  r e s t  t h e  c i v i l  liberties t h a t  all A m e r i c a n s  cherish. We 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  for w o m e n  the r i g h t  of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
in c ludes t h e  r i g h t  to r e p r o d u c t i v e  freedom. T h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  
r i g h t  of r e p r o d u c t i v e  f r e e d o m  i n c ludes a f f o r d a b l e  and 
u n r e s t r i c t e d  access to, a n d  use of, b i r t h  c o n t r o l  and 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e  services, medication, d e v i c e s  a n d  information; 
g o o d  q u a l i t y  p r e n a t a l  and p o s t n a t a l  care; t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  
e n h a n c e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  p r e g n a n c y ;  a n d  legal 
abortion. W h e t h e r  to bear a c h i l d  is a p r o f o u n d  d e c i s i o n  and 
one t h a t  is p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  to privacy. 
A W R C  s u p p o r t s  the r i g h t  of a w o m a n  to choose.

And, the C e n t e r  s u p ports the r i g h t  of p o o r  w o m e n  to c o n t i n u e  to 
h a v e  access to this t r e a t m e n t  t h r o u g h  p u b l i c  f u n d s  s u c h  as 
M e d i c a i d  a n d  G e n e r a l  R e l i e f  Medical. In states w h e r e  p o o r  w o m e n  
do n o t  h a v e  t h a t  option, the p u b l i c  c o s t  a n d  t h e  c o s t  to 
i n d i v i d u a l  f a m i l i e s  have p r o v e n  to b e  severe:

A c c o r d i n g  to 1989 r e s e a r c h  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A b o r t i o n  Federation, 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3/4 of the w o m e n  d e n i e d  M e d i c a i d  f u n d i n g  h a v e  an 
a b o r t i o n  anyway, w o r k i n g  e x t r a  hours or jobs o r  b o r r o w i n g  f r o m  
t h e i r  r e n t  o r  g r o c e r y  budgets. B e c a u s e  of the t i m e  r e q u i r e d  to 
a c c u m u l a t e  t h e  money, such a b o r t i o n s  o f t e n  take p l a c e  as a later 
s t a g e  of p r e g n a n c y  w h e n  t h e r e  is m o r e  r i s k  to t h e  woman.

If t h e  w o m a n  c a r r i e s  a p r e g n a n c y  to t e r m  b e c a u s e  s h e  is u n a b l e
to p a y  for an abortion, she is m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e
c o m p l i c a t i o n s  in c h i l d b i r t h  a n d  i n f a n t  mortal i t y ,  n o t  to m e n t i o n  
o n - g o i n g  problems. .

N o n e  of this m e a n s  t h a t  a b o r tions s h o u l d  b e  a r o u t i n e  f o r m  of 
b i r t h  control, or s h o u l d  be u s e d  for g e n d e r  s e l e c t i o n  o r  are 
d e s i r a b l e  on an across the b o a r d  basis. But, w e  do s e e k  p u b l i c  
p o l i c y  c o n f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  a woman, r e l y i n g  on h e r  o w n  advisers, 
is the o n l y  a r b i t r a t o r  of w h a t  h a p p e n s  in h e r  o w n  body. If we 
c an e v e r  stop a r g u i n g  a b o u t  that, p e r h a p s  w e  c a n  t u r n  this t i m e
and e n e r g y  to t h e  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  of h e l p i n g  t e e n a g e r s  c o p e  w i t h
s e x u a l  pressures, s o r t i n g  out the i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p l e x  l egal and 
h u m a n  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  c r e a t e d  b y  n e w  technology, a n d  t a k i n g  b e t t e r  
care of the c h i l d r e n  w e  a l r e a d y  have.



TELECOPY COVER SHEET 
Anchorage Legislative Inforaation Office 

O f f i c e  - (907) 561-7007 Fax - (907) 562-4376

PPL 25 '91 16:00 LIO - RNCH 562-4376 P.1/3

TO:

ATTN:   FAX:_____________________ PKONE:

FROM:___

I N S T R U C T I O N S :

___________________FAX:_____________________ PKONE:.

LQ.JUcJkWS& :.

SENT: D a t e _  Time_ KjC>5~
DI S POSAL O P  ORIGINAL: Discard__________  H o l d  for Pickup.

N U M B E R  O F  PAGES: 3   ; (counting c o v e r  sheet)

T R A N S M I T T E D  BY:



RPL 25 '91 16:00 LIO - flNCH 562-4376 P. 2/3

Le ila  Wise
1101 Cordova #229 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
907/277-1330
April 25, 1991

•

House HE£>3 CouuniUec 
Alaska House of Representatives 
PO Box V 
Juneau, AK

RE: HESS Hearing on 4/25/91 regarding House Bill 268 

Dear Representatives Lincoln and Camey:

Thank you for holding this morning's hearing on House Bill 268. I was 
disappointed to be unable to testify, but am pleased to be able to write up my 
comments and send them to you for inclusion in the record.

I believe in the sanctity of human life. I, like the the majority of Alaskans 
support life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness -  for all Alaskans. I believe in 
God and I also believe that God has given me the ability to make choices. House 
Bill 268 recognizes choices, which is why I support the proposed legislation.

I wholeheartedly support the right and responsibility of an individual woman, 
with the counsel of her husband or partner, family, friends, clergy, and 
physician, to make her own decision about whether or when to bear a child. I 
trust her ability to make her own decisions, no matter how difficult or painful.

Alaska has a longstanding commitment to choice, and Alaskans will vigorously 
oppose any infringement on our right to choose. We cherish independence and 
privacy — and choices. Our respect for reproductive freedom was made evident 
in 1970 when abortion became safe and legal in this state, three years before Roe 
v. Wade gave all American women the right to choose. We Alaskans reaffirmed 
our commitment to choices for all women when we voted in 1982 to continue 
funding abortions for poor women. That commitment was restated in last year's 
legislative survey: Alaskans are pro-choice and Alaskans support the use of 
public funds to pay for abortions for poor women.

I was greatly disturbed by some of this morning's testimony. In particular, I was 
disheartened by the lack of faith and confidence in women's ability and right to 
make personal decisions. Some opponents obviously are unaware of the current 
law and practices or of Alaska's constitutional mandates. This bill simply 
maintains the status quo, keeping abortion safe, legal, and accessible to all
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regardless of age or financial status. Others complained about using abortion as 
birth control and seemed to believe that women can choose to conceive. They’re 
ignoring the technological reality that no method of contraceptive is foolproof. 
And they’re placing the entire responsibility for that failure on the woman.

I can only hope that opposition to this bill comes from misinformation and a lack 
of education; we can remedy those faults but we can't compensate for a lack of 
compassion.

I anxiously await the day when contraceptive technology catches up with human 
need, when every child is a wanted child. Until then, abortion must be safe, 
legal, and accessible, regardless of age and income.

Please support House Bill 268.

Sincerely,

Leila Wise



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the f̂ l / A ? —? A/o'ok*tj
committee name

committee on H -̂(s? ̂  j -=>£? dated .
bill/subject 1

/nA: LxviW-R A

<L J T T  - v  v v

- V U ,  4 - y v d  \ J M  a - ^ y  ̂ SLjru&n̂ S - "

L a _ a J ^ .

Signed
Testifier J 0 CMtuxlejjimef ) U  <=57
ATt1,
Representing (Optional) A

A o .  R / r - K  / r O C / g i V

£  k g - V  i £  j - lu  r /f v A

" f . Q  ■ R/r-y / f l o S f l V  i l / n A u ' ^ X o - i p  ? ? 5 7  0

Address Q
0 - 7 ^ - ^ / ^ V _______________________________________

Phone No.

9/88 Legislative Information Office



STATEMENT OF KATIE HURLEY, LEGISLATIVE CHAIR, ALASKA WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS:

Madam Chair and members of Senate and House HESS:

I regret that travel plans keep me from making this statement in person.

The Alaska Women's Political Caucus is proud to support the protection of
a woman's right to make her own choices about when and if to have children.
We also support funding for abortion services for poor women. We support
Senate Bill 249 and House Bill 268.

I represent not only our membership— over 300 Alaskans— women and men, 
but also the hundreds of poor women of our state who will be discriminated 
against if funds are not available should they decide to have an abortion.

Polls show the majority of Alaskans are pro-choice— we believe in the
right of freedom to choose.

I commend to you "No Turning Back", the moving and inspiring story of two 
committed nuns who had the strength and courage to risk everything they were 
to stand behind what they believed— women's right to choose.

Their pro-choice position evolved over the years— It was not an easy 
path. However, they could see no relevance in the opposing arguments to the 
decisions faced by the actual women they saw at their shelter for the homeless.

And so they decided they were pro-choice and agreed to speak publicly at 
a rally for choice in Washington, D.C.

On March 9, 1986, before 100,000 other men and women marching that day on
behalf of women’s lives, Barbara Ferraro (not related to Vice Presidential 
candidate Geraldine Ferraro) and Patricia Hussey stood on the steps of the 
Capitol, stepped before the podium's microphones to say:

"Choice is at the heart of conscience, the scriptures and true religious 
freedom. I stand here today with you— proudly for that which makes us 
human...choice!"

There may be voices who disagree and that is the democratic way, but we,
the Alaska Women's Political Caucus, join with the majority of Alaskans and
echo those words— "proudly for that which makes us human...choice!
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MY NAME IS ILEEN SELF. I AM THE PRESIDENT -'T COALITION OF 
ALASKANS FOR CHOICE, ANCHORAGE CHAPTER. ON BEHA~_ JF THE COALITION 
FOR CHOICE, WE SUPPORT HB 268 IN ITS ENTIRETY AND URGE YOU TO PASS 
IT OUT OF YOUR COMMITTEE TODAY,

SINCE THE WEBSTER DECISION, WE CAN NO LONGER COUNT -N THE SUPREME 
COURT TO PROTECT OUR RIGHT TO CHOOSE. THE ABILITY TC. KEEP ABORTION 
SAFE AND LEGAL IS NOW IN THE HANDS OF STATE LEGISLATURES, 
AMERICANS DO NOT WANT TO WAIT UNTIL WOMEN ARE DYING AGAIN. WE MUST 
ACT DECISIVELY NOW TO PROTECT OUR PRIVACY IN REPRODUCTIVE CHOICES.

THE ABORTION DEBATE IS NOT ABOUT BABIES. UNWANTED, NEGLECTED 
BABIES ARE BORN EVERY DAY ONTO THIS OVERPOPULATED PLANET WT'fV 
LITTLE HOPE OF CARE OR A DECENT LIFE. THIS IS AN ISSUE OF S~ I i 
DETERMINATION FOR WOMEN. AS WOMEN, WE ARE UNIQUELY BORN WITH In- 
ABILITY TQ BEAR CHILDREN. PREGNANCY, CHILDBIRTH AND CHILDREARING 
IMPACT A WOMAN'S LIFE IN THE MOST PROFOUND WAY POSSIBLE. EACH 
WOMAN MUST DECIDE WHEN OR WHETHER AT ALL SHE WANTS TO BRING THIS 
PROFOUND CHANGE INTO HER LIFE. TO DENY A WOMAN CONTROL OF THIS 
PROCESS IS MISOGYNY OF THE WORST KIND. OUR SELF DETERMINATION AS 
WOMEN DEPENDS UPON OUR RIGHT TO CONTROL OUR REPRODUCTIVE LIVES.

pofrrp Z i l t H  ;  fttncfaricuff, 
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I have some thoughts to share concerning the abort ion issue, 

I as a woman, find it incredulous that the main involvement of 

w omen is - w o m e n  counseling w o m e n  to kill women - abliet 

little women. Women should and do have the right to choose 

their r eproductive behavior, but once a woman enters into and \ 

becomes part of an act which produces another human, she is 

involved w i t h  another human, so her rights become qua lified by 

the other human's rights. When the action of those two humans 

(normally this act is called sexual intercourse) produces an 

embryo, we n o w  have three humans involved.

Another constitutional right all U.S. citzens have is the 

freedom to do as we please until that freedom impinges on 

another p e r son's  freedom. Our constit ution states that all 

humans have a right to Life. Back to that third person 

involved - the young one - the fetus. That fetus has the same 

right to Life as her mother had at her conception. Remember - 

around one ha lf of all human conceptions are females.

To enter into aborting baby girls puts women in the p o s ition  

of being the greatest aggressors against their f el low women.

Again it is incredulous that women have entered into a 

m e n t a l i t y  that yells loudly for the right of women to counsel 

and carry out the act of women killing their y o u n g e r  counter 

parts - w o m e n  - the young ones.

S i n c e r e l y ,

537 Tower Road
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CATHOLICS
F O R A
FREE CHOICE

April 25, 1991

Statement in support of House bill 268, Alaska State Legislature by Mary Jean 
Collins, Deputy Director, Catholics For A Free Choice

Catholics For A Free Choice Is a national educational organization that supports ' 
the right to legal reproductive health care, especially to family planning and 
abortion. CFFC also works to reduce the incidence of abortion and to increase 
women's choices in childbearing and child-rearing.

We support House bill 268 because it assures women In Alaska the right to make 
their own moral decisions about their reproductive health care. This bill reserves to 
the woman, not the state, the right to exercise her individual conscience and 
follow her own religious convictions.

We are a country of diverse religious views, and on the subject of abortion, there 
is no consensus among religious bodies about the morality of abortion. This bill 
insures that the theological views of all religious bodies are respected because no 
particular view of morality is enshrined in law.

A majority of Catholics in the United States oppose the goal of the Catholic 
hierarchy to make abortion illegal in nearly all instances. It is important that 
policy makers hear the voices of other Catholics.

We commend the inclusion in this legislation of funding of abortion services for 
women who depend on state funds for their health care. Without that provision, 
a two tier health care system is created: poor women are denied access to care 
and alternatives that are available to women with private health care plans.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our views.

1436 U  Street, N.W.. Suite 301, Washington. D.C. 20009-3916, (202) 638-1706 / fax (202) 332*7995
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Board of Directors
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Thank you for tha opportunity to provide you with this written 
testimony on HB 268.

X would like to address some of the specific issues raised in 
HB 268.

Section 18.16.030(a)(1): I object to the word
"continue” j

Section 18.16.030(a)(2): I object to the vagueness of the
term: "to preserve the woman's . . . health." Who is to
determine when her "health is affected to the point an 
abortion is necessary?

Section 18.16.030(b): I object to the concept that the
state should not "interfere" with an abortion, but rather 
should be doing all that is within its power to protect 
that life.

Section 18.16.030(c)(1): This section limits the rights
of free speech and freedom to assemble--I vehemently 
object to this provision.

Section 18.16.030(c)(2): This provision, though
obviously intended to replace AS 08.64,105, falls 
dangerously short of the purpose of that ..catute. I 
think you are opening the way for non-medically safe 
abortions to be done with both women and their preborn 
children.

section 18.16.030(c)(3): I disagree that pregnancy
begins at implantation in the uteruB— it begins at 
conception. Why, if it must be implanted in the uterus 
do they call one that has Implanted in the fallopian tube 
a "tubal pregnancy" 1? Life begins when the egg and sperm 
unit and the cells begin their division proaeas. All 
medical science knows this fact.

Section 18.16.030(c)(4): "Viability" is a vague and
arbitrary term really only necessary to those who believe 
that is when life really begins!

Section 18.16,040(1): I believe the life of the preborn
child must also be protected, not just the life of the 
mother.

section 18.16.040(2): The state must be concerned with
the interests of All,, and because both the mother and 
child should have equal rights, the state must err on the 
side of the one who has the most at stake— clearly the 
child, because an abortion always results in death.

Section 18.16.040(3): Yes, regulations should be
consistent with established medical practice, but this

cZo'f' 3
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should remain under the state Medical Board.

Section 18.16.040(4): Health and Social Services should
not be in the business of promoting abortions but should 
be neutral in their approach. They should be affording 
women all possible options available.

AS 09.65.100(a): Removing "Except as Prohibited Under
AS 18.16.010(a)(3)" is only a technicality to allow
abortions to be allowed on minors under the age of 18
years of age to have abortions without parental consent.
I believe the we must maintain that parental notification 
provision in our statutes.

Finally, with regard to 8eo* 5. AS 47.07(a) and (b), and flea* 
c. AS 47.24.197, I object to any state monies being UBed to perform
abortions, it is one thing to allow them to be done but it is
another to have them paid for out of public monies whan so many 
people are so drastically opposed to abortions being performed at 
all.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my views on this 
extremely important issue. I am asking you to please not pass this 
legislation out of the Health, Education and Social Services 
Committee today.



To Whom I t  May C o n c e rn :
R e g a r d i n g  H B  268

I am o p p o s e d  t o  H B  268. It d i s c r i m i n a t e s  a g a i n s t  u n b o r n  A l a s k a n s  
and strips t h e m  o f  t h e i r  c ivil r i g h t s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  to live. 
They d e s e r v e  equal p r o t e c t i o n  u n d e r  the law r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e i r  
state or class.

T h e i r  state is unborn; t h e i r  class is helpless.

P l e a s e  stop this bill.

Ted Deats 

/ 'w/B ox 87 
Juneau, Alaska 99802

OU/'vC'



I object t o  the w a y  this b i l l  sets a b o r t i o n  on the d r u g  store 
shelves r i g h t  a l o n g s i d e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s .  A b o r t i o n  and 
c o n t r a c e p t i o n  exist at t o t a l l y  o p p o s i t e  poles. C o n t r a c e p t i v e s  
are u s e d  to p r e v e n t  a p r e g n a n c y  -  a b o r t i o n  is u s e d  for just 
one purpose: to t e r m i n a t e  a pregnancy.

The q u e s t i o n  o f  v i a b i l i t y  o u t s i d e  the w o m b  is m u t e  -  there are 
t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  in the w o r l d  today, who 
co u l d  not or cannot s u rvive w i t h o u t  some d e g r e e  of a r t i f i c i a l  
aid. I c h a l l e n g e  y o u  to t e l l  t h e m  t h a t  t h e i r  lives are not 
'viable' a n d / o r  that t h e y  h a v e  no say in w h e t h e r  t h e y  live or 
not.

I also d on't b e l i e v e  t h a t  d o c t o r s  or t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  
have the r i g h t  n o r  do t h e y  n e e d  t h e  e x t r a  b u r d e n  a n d / o r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of m a k i n g  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  on viability. 
This bill a l s o  removes the r i g h t  of any m e m b e r  of the m e d i c a l  
p r o f e s s i o n  to object to p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in an abortion. It is 
m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  that the d o c t o r ' s  c r e e d  r e q u i r e s  h i m  or h e r  
to p r e s e r v e  life -  n o t  to t e r m i n a t e  it.

The p a y m e n t  of a b o r t i o n s  t h r o u g h  M e d i c a i d  is a gross 
m i s m a n a g e m e n t  of m o n e y  i n t e n d e d  for h e a l t h  care: w h a t  a
n e g a t i v e  w a y  o f  u s i n g  tax m o n i e s . It w o u l d  s e e m  m u c h  m o r e  
i n t e l l i g e n t  to channel the m o n i e s  i n t o  p r o g r a m s  (or create 
programs) w h i c h  p r o m o t e  a b e t t e r  life for the m o t h e r  and 
e n c o u r a g e  h e r  to k e e p  h e r  child.

In this era o f  conservation, recycling, etc., w h y  is it that 
our own o f f - s p r i n g  are the o n l y  r e s o u r c e  we are w i l l i n g  and 
e a g e r  to destroy.

Pl e a s e  - I a s k  you n o t  to s u p p o r t  H ouse Bill 268. T h a n k  you,

I  am op p o sed  t o  H ouse B i l l  2 6 8  -  s t r o n g ly  o p p o s e d .

E m m a  M a r i e  Deats, B o x  87, Juneau, A l a s k a  99802 
Phone: 463-3262



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the . H, r t£ ,  / . y ,
committee name

committee on , dated <2.-6, /%?<',
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Signed: m*X&/t.&siU l 
Testifier

Representing (Optional) .
s ip ,  / m t  ^  m 5 ^
Address '
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W R I T T E N  T E S T I M O N Y  C O N C E R N I N G  S B  2 4 9  a n d  H B  2 8 8  

" W o m a n ’s R i g h t  T o  C h o o s e  A b o r t i o n "

M y  n a m e  is F r a n c e s  H a l l g r e n .  I a m  a r e s i d e n t  o f  S i t k a ,  A l a s k a ;  a 
h o m e m a k e r ,  m o t h e r  a n d  b u s i n e s s w o m a n .  M y  a d d r e s s  is B o x  1 2 0 3  S i t k a ,  A K  
9 9 8 3 5 ; m y  p h o n e  n u m b e r  is 7 4 7 - 6 9 0 9 .

I w o u l d  s p e a k  in o p p o s i t i o n  t o  S B 2 4 9  a n d  H B 2 6 8 . I n o t i c e d  in 
r e a d i n g  t h e s e  b i l l s  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  p a r e n t a l  n o t i c e  la w w o u l d  be 
e n t i r e l y  r e p e a l e d .  A s  a  m o t h e r  o f  t w o  y o u n g s t e r s ,  I a m  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
u p s e t  a t  t h i s .  I a m  s u r e  y o u  h a v e  a l r e a d y  h e a r d  m a n y  o f  t h e  
a r g u m e n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  I w i l l  r e l a y  m y  c o n c e r n s  t o  you. A s  it is,

p a r e n t s  m u s t  s i g n  n u m e r o u s  p a p e r s  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  t i m e  o n e  o f  o u r

c h i l d r e n  m i g h t  n e e d  a n  a s p i r i n  ( o r  s u c r e t  o r  w h a t e v e r  m i n o r  p a i n  
m e d i c a t i o n  m i g h t  b e w a r r a n t e d ) .  H o w  c a n  w e  l e t  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n  g e t  a n  
a b o r t i o n  w i t h o u t  a n y  p a r e n t a l  n o t i c e  w h a t s o e v e r .

I w o u l d  a l s o  s p e a k  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  a r e  by d e f i n i t i o n  

I m m a t u r e  a n d  o f  n e e d  o f  s p e c i a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n .  T o  g i v e  

a n  i m m a t u r e  c h i l d  c o m p l e t e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  t o  t e r m i n a t e  a l i f e  
w i t h o u t  e v e n  n o t i f y i n g  t h e  p a r e n t s  m a k e s  a  m o c k e r y  o f  t h e  t r u e  w o m e n ’s 
r i g h t s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  s o  p a i n f u l l y  g a i n e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  I p r e s u m e  
t h a t  a n y  1 4 - y e a r  o l d  w h o  d e m a n d s  a n  a b o r t i o n  b e h i n d  h e r  p a r e n t ' s  b a c k  
w o u l d  a l s o  be  q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  t h e s e  b i l l s  f o r  1 0 0 *  f u n d i n g  r e g a r d l e s s  

of h e r  p a r e n t s  a s s e t s .  la t h i s  g o o d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y ?  D o e s  it m a k e  

f i s c a l  s e n s e ?  D o e s  it m a k e  f o r  r e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s ?

A s  I r e a d  t h e s e  b i l l s  I f i n d  t h e m  h a r s h  a n d  e x t r e m e .  I r e s B n t
h a v i n g  a n y  o f  m y  t a x  d o l l a r s  u s e d  in t h i s  m a n n e r .  A n d  I w i l l
c e r t a i n l y  r e f u s e  m y  p e r s o n a l  m o n i e s  o r  e n e r g i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  a n y  

l e g i s l a t o r  w h o  w o u l d  v o t e  t o  p a s s  e i t h e r  c f  t h e s e  b i l l s .

A n o t h e r  m a t t e r ,  t oo , 1e t h a t  H o u s e  B i l l  2 6 8  s e e m s  t o  b e  g o i n g  o n l y  t o
H E S S  a n d  F i n a n c e .  S h o u l d  t h i s  n o t  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r u l e s )  a l s o  be
g o i n g  t o  « « t.hia 1 1 4*9

\
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Dear Legislator,

Subjects House Bill No. 2SB or any other proposed 
compromising legislation aimed at revising tough 
abortion regulations such as SB 249 or 170 or 174.

Koponen, Boyer, Ellis, Finkelstein, Lincoln, C. Davis, Carney, 
Donley, Moyer, Navaar, Ulmer, Sruening, E-frown, Sturgel ewsk i, 
Fahrenkamp, Rodey, Adams, co-sponsor Liberalisation of 
A1aska's Rest r i c t ions on Abor t ion.

I strongly appose their opposition. I not only will never 
vote for any of these people again because of their stand, but 
I will strongly campaign against them.

This bill would be:

Forcing Doctors to do abortions which violates their 
hypocratic oathes. (Making my doctor a murderer!)

Overstepping my right as a parent to guide, nurture, and 
protect my minor children from questionable sex education and 
uninformed consent to abortions without parental notification.

Permitting abortion peddlers to do an abortion to minors 
anywhere, anytime, by anyone with no safety st ndairds.

Using my tax dollars to fund abortions, thus, bringing me 
in as an accomplice to murder - which I refuse to do. 
(Medicaide is already sending anyone over 24 weeks along to 
lower 48 for abortions).

Taking the preferences of a few and forcing them on the 
masses, to be funded by the masses.

A p r i l  2 4 ,  1 9 9 1



P  planned parenthood of alaska®

A p r i l  24, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G eo rg e an n a  L i n c o l n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P . 0. Box V 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D ear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L i n c o l n ,
P la n n e d  P a r e n th o o d  o f  A l a s k a  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  e n d o r s e s  CSHB 268, t h e  
R e p r o d u c t i v e  P r i v a c y  A c t .  The P la n n e d  P a r e n th o o d  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  
A m e r ic a ,  o f  w h ich  we a r e  a member a f f i l i a t e ,  h a s  t a k e n  a s t r o n g  
p o s i t i o n  o f  a d v o c a c y  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  a b o r t i o n  r e m a in s  a l e g a l  o p t i o n  
f o r  t h o s e  women who may c h o o se  i t .  T h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  t h a t  
A m e r ic a n  women h a v e  c o u n te d  upon s i n c e  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  Roe v .  Wade 
i n  1973, h a s  b e en  e ro d e d  s i n c e  t h e  W eb s te r  d e c i s i o n  a l lo w e d  s t a t e s  
t o  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a b o r t i o n .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
c h o ic e  o f  a b o r t i o n  a s  a m e d ic a l  p r o c e d u r e  i s  a p r o f o u n d l y  p e r s o n a l  
d e c i s i o n .  R e p r o d u c t i v e  h e a l t h  c a r e  s h o u ld  n o t  be a m a t t e r  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  p o l i c y ,  no more t h a n  an y  o t h e r  fo rm  o f  m e d ic a l  c a r e .
P la n n e d  P a r e n th o o d  o f  A l a s k a  s u p p o r t s  th e  R e p r o d u c t i v e  P r i v a c y  A c t  
and w i l l  a c t i v e l y  work t o  e n s u r e  i t s  p a s s a g e .  We commend you f o r  
i n i t i a t i n g  t h i s  e f f o r t  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e p r o d u c t i v e  
c a r e  t o  a l l  A l a s k a n  women, i n c l u d i n g  p o o r  women who r e l y  on 
m e d ic a id  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e i r  m e d ic a l  c a r e .
S i n c e r e l y ,

Donna E .  H u rd le ,  MSW 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

1008 West Northern Lights Blvd. • Anchorage, Alaska 99503 • (907) 561-8970 
A United Way Agency



Testimony Before House Health, Education and Social Services
by Laury Roberts Scandling 

April 25, 1991 
(not delivered orally due to lack of time)

My name is Laury Roberts Scandling. I am a fulltime student and 
homemaker in Juneau. I was bom and raised in Alaska and am the 
mother of twins. I am speaking for myself as a consumer of several 
reproductive choices, including motherhood, and, perhaps, I am 
speaking for the women you won't hear from: the Alaskan woman who 
does not have a  voice in this process nor the resources to deal with a 
crisis pregnancy.

I do not think there is anything new that one can say either in 
support or in opposition to measures assuring reproductive privacy. 
Abortion is a fundamental issue that tears at the conscience of each of 
us, regardless of our position. Our beliefs are held dearly, as well they 
should be.

As a woman and mother, I respect, understand and sympathize 
with individuals who oppose abortion, for whatever reason. I ju s t 
happen to believe that they should not be able to make that choice for 
everyone.

Nonetheless, this measure is not about permitting abortion, 
access to which was upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court 18 years ago. 
Nor is it about choosing where our taxes dollars go. It is about ensuring 
that the will of some will not penalize others for socioeconomic or 
other reasons.

I am reminded of a story I uncovered about ten years ago when I 
was a reporter. An administrator in the state's benefits division 
unilaterally and secretly removed abortion as a covered health 
insurance option for state employees. Once his action became public 
the attorney general ordered that the benefit be reinstated.

This story illustrates what I find most frightening about this bill: 
that it must be considered at all, that one man believes so strongly in 
his vision of the world that he will use political means to impose that 
vision upon everyone.

Contrary to an oft-heard declaration, the people of Alaska have 
no t delivered a mandate. Two-thirds of the votes cast last November 
were for gubernatorial candidates who favored choice.

So, when the clamor becomes deafening, keep this in mind: 
Alaskans do not want government making the most personal of 
choices for them.

I find it ironic that an administration elected on platform of 
independence from government doesn't heed it when it comes to 
controlling reproductive choice.

I would like to close by thanking the many cosponsors, 
particularly the Republicans, for standing up on this issue. While I 
believe reconsideration must be given to the section on parental 
consent, the bill rightly codifies important public policy.
TO: All cosponsors
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To Whom I t  May C o n c e r n :
Regarding HB 268

I am opposed to HB 268. It discriminates against unborn Alaskans 
and strips them of their civil rights including the right to live. 
They deserve equal protection under the law regardless of their 
state or class.

Their state is unborn; their class is helpless.

Please stop this bill.

Ted Deats

■fa jJ Ah
Box 87
Juneau, Alaska 99802 Hi

, j\ \ LA

( M l o u e



HC 60 Box 306T 
C o p p e r  C e n t e r ,  AK 99573 
A p r i l  24, 1991
■ | :•,

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  P a t  C a r n e y  & G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  
Co-Cha i rm en
H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C om m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  House  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P .O .  Box V 
J u n e a u ,  AK 99811

Re: House  B i l l  268
Fo r  t h e  R e c o r d

D ea r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  C a r n e y  & L i n c o l n :

I  h a v e  r e a d  HB 268, r e l a t i n g  t o  a b o r t i o n  a n d  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  
r i g h t s ,  a n d  I  t h a n k  you  f o r  c o - s p o n s o r i n g  i t .

T h i s  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  a  "w om en ' s  r i g h t s "  b i l l .  The f a t h e r ' s  f u t u r e  
i s  o f t e n  a t  s t a k e ,  t o o .  I f  t h e  m o t h e r  i s  d e n i e d  a n  a b o r t i o n ,  
t h e  f a t h e r  may h a v e  t o  d r o p  o u t  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  o r  c o l l e g e  a n d  
go t o  wo rk  t o  s u p p o r t  h e r  a n d  t h e  c h i l d .

T h e r e  i s  a h i g h  s o c i a l  c o s t  a s  w e l l :  P a r e n t s  who a r e  l e s s -
w e l l - e q u i p p e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ;  
c h i l d r e n  who a r e  u n w a n t e d ;  more  t a x  money b e i n g  s p e n t  f o r  M e d i c a i d ,  
A id  t o  F a m i l i e s  w i t h  D e p e n d e n t  C h i l d r e n ,  Head S t a r t  a n d  o t h e r  
p r o g r a m s  t h a t  a s s i s t  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e d .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  " b i g  p i c t u r e " .  A l a s k a ,  t h o u g h  i t  h a s  
a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i s  p a r t  o f  an  o v e r p o p u l a t e d  
w o r l d .  E ach  c h i l d  b o r n ,  a n  e s p e c i a l l y  e v e r y  A m e r i c a n  c h i l d  
b o r n ,  w i l l  c o n sum e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  a dd  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  p o l l u t i o n .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  l e t  u s  h e l p  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y  c h i l d  b o r n  i s  a  
w a n t e d  c h i l d .  House  B i l l  268 c a n  h e l p  t o  do t h a t ;  I  e n c o u r a g e  
i t s  p a s s a g e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R u th  McHenrv



TO: T h e  Hon. G e o r g i a n a  L i n c o l n  an d  P a t  C a rn e y ,  C o - C h a i r s  o f  
t h e  H ouse  C om m it te e  on  H e a l t h  and  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

FROM: A lm a S ew a rd ,  E x e c u t i v e  B o a rd  Member, ASEA/AFSCME L o c a l  52
DATE: A p r i l  25, 1991

SU B JECT : H ouse  B i l l  268, R e p r o d u c t i v e  R i g h t s

I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  b e g i n  b y  t h a n k i n g  t h e  H ou se  HESS C om m it te e  
C h a i r p e r s o n s  and  members f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  t e s t im o n y  
on H ou se  B i l l  268, d e a l i n g  w i t h  r e p r o d u c t i v e  r i g h t s .
T h i s  i s  an  im p o r t a n t  b i l l  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  E m p lo y e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
b e c a u s e ,  i n  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  i t  s p e a k s  t o  o ne  o f  t h e  m o s t  b a s i c  
f r e e d o m s  g u a r a n t e e d  u n d e r  t h e  U .S .  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s ,  th ?  F r e e d o m  o f  
C h o ic e .
ASEA  i s  a  s t r o n g  . s u p p o r t e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t y  a n d  p r i v a c y  and  
o p p o s e s  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t r u s i o n  t h a t  i n v a d e s  p e r s o n a l  p r i v a c y  and  
p h y s i c a l  i n t e g r i t y .  U nde r  t h e  A m e r ic a n  fo rm  o f  d e m o c ra c y ,  w h ic h  
g u a r a n t e e s  f r e e d o m  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  we b e l i e v e  e a c h  p e r s o n  h a s  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  c o n s c i e n c e ,  a n d  t o  a c t  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h i s  o r  h e r  own r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s .
A SEA  i s  and  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a s t a u n c h  a d v o c a t e  o f  e q u a l i t y  f o r  
women. F u r t h e rm o r e ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  t r u e  e q u a l i t y  c a n n o t  b e  
a c h i e v e d  i f  women do  n o t  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  m ake t h e  u l t i m a t e  
d e c i s i o n  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h .
T h e  r i g h t s  o f  women u p h e ld  i n  t h e  Sup rem e  C o u r t  i n  Roe  v s .  Wade 
h a v e  b e e n  e n d a n g e r e d  b y  o t h e r  c o u r t  c a s e s  an d  b y  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
i n i t i a t i v e s .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  H ouse  B i l l  268, i n t r o d u c e d  b y  R ep .  
N i i l o  K oponen , s e e k s  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  e s t a b l i s h  and  p r o t e c t  t h o s e  
r i g h t s ,  m o s t  p r o m in e n t l y  F re edom  o f  C h o ic e ,  f o r  a l l  A l a s k a  women.
U nde r  t h i s  b i l l ,  t h o s e  who s u p p o r t  o r  o p p o s e  a b o r t i o n  a r e  f r e e  t o  
c h o o s e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i e n c e s .  
F o r  t h i s  an d  t h e  r e a s o n s  s t a t e d  a b o v e ,  we s t r o n g l y  u r g e  t h i s  
c o m m it t e e  an d  t h e  members o f  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a p p r o v e  
H ouse  B i l l  2 68. To do  s o ,  we b e l i e v e ,  w o u ld  m e r e l y  r e a f f i r m  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  com m itm en t t o  o u r  n a t i o n ' s  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s  a n d  t o  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  F re edom  o f  C h o ic e .

A S E A ' s  H ou se  HESS C om m it te e  T e s t im o n y



O n  H . B .  2 6 8 ,  p a g e  t w o

In closing, I would like to add that ASEA's testimony today also 
reflects the views of our international union, the 1.2 million 
member American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees, as reflected in a resolution adopted at AFSCME's June 
1990 annual convention. Further, it is our hope that the committee 
will opt to make this testimony part of its permanent record on 
House Bill 268. Thank you.

(end testimony)

ALASKA STATE 
EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION
AFSCME Local 52, AFL-CIO

BILL KELDER
Politica l Action Coordinator

Court Pla:a Building 
240 Main Street, Suite 702 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
• o > -

(907) 463-4949 
FAX (9071463-4950 

TOLL FREE 1-800-478-0049 
HOTLINE 463-4977
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY CONCERNING SB 249 and  HB 268 
"Woman's R i g h t  To  C hoo se  A b o r t i o n "

My name i s  P e t e r  S , H a l l g r e n .  I  am a r e s i d e n t  o f  S i t k a ,  A l a s k a }  a  
miember o f  t h e  C i t y  and  B o ro u g h  M u n i c i p a l  A s s e m b ly ;  and  a n  a t t o r n e y .
My a d d r e s s  i s  B o x  1203 S i t k a ,  AK 99835} my phone  num ber i s  747-6909.

I  w ou ld  s p e a k  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  SB249 and  HB268. The  q u e s t i o n  o f  
a b o r t i o n  h a s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  become h i g h l y  p o l i t i c i z e d  i n  A l a s k a .  The  
L e a g u e  o f  Women V o t e r s  made i t  a  M u n i c i p a l  E l e c t i o n  i s s u e  i n  S i t k a ’ b 
Oc t o b e r  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n  and  I w as f o r c e d  t o  s t a t e  my f e e l i n g s  on t h e  
m a t t e r .

I n  a  n u t s h e l l ,  I  f i n d  a b o r t i o n  t o  be a  c i v i l  r i g h t s  i s s u e  o f  t h e  
h i g h e s t  m a g n i t u d e .  S i n c e  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  an  u n b o rn  o h i l d  becom es a  
c i t i z e n  l o n g  b e f o r e  " v i a b i l i t y " .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e a c h  u n b o rn  c h i l d  
t h e r e f o r e  h a s  a l l  o f  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  o f  a n y  A l a s k a n .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h a t  many p e o p l e  c h o o se  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  an  u n b o rn  c h i l d  h a s  no  c i v i l  
r i g h t s ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  o n l y  c h o o s e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  
p r e g n a n t  woman.

I t  b o t h e r s  me c o n s i d e r a b l y  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i n  t h i s  d a y  and  a ge  a  
p e r s o n  c an  be  ro b b e d  o f  t h e i r  c i v i l  r i g h t s  m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  you  c h o o s e  
t o  l a b e l  th em  sub-human o r  n o n - p e r s o n a ,  much i n  t h e  same way t h a t  
b l a c k s  w ere  c o n s i d e r e d  a c e n t u r y  a g o .  I n  o u r  e n l i g h t e n e d  a g e  o f  
i n c r e a s i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o f  p e r s o n a l  w o r th ,  i t  se em s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n g e n u o u s  t o  ab andon  t h e  m o ra l  h i g h  r o a d  and  a d o p t  a  s t a t u t o r y  p o l i c y  
o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a d e f e n s e l e s s  s e gm en t  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y .

C e r t a i n l y  p r e g n a n t  women h a v e  t h e  same c i v i l  r i g h t s  a s  t h e  c h i l d  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c a r r y i n g ,  and  I  h a v e  g r e a t  c o m p a s s io n  f o r  a  woman w i t h  
an u nw an ted  p r e g n a n c y ;  a s  much c o m p a s s io n  a s  I  h a v e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d .  
S i n c e  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a r e  e q u a l ,  t h e  o n l y  way t o  s e t t l e  t h e  i s s u e  i s  t o  
b a l a n c e  t h e i r  c o m p e t in g  i n t e r e s t s  and  p o t e n t i a l  h a rm  t o  e a c h .  The  
p o t e n t i a l  harm  t o  t h e  m o th e r  v a r i e s  a l l  t h e  way f rom  p o t e n t i a l  d e a t h  
down t o  s im p l e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e .  The  p o t e n t i a l  harm  t o  t h e  c h i l d  i s  
a lw a y s  c e r t a i n  d e a t h .

By e n a c t i n g  a  s t a t u t e  t h a t  g i v e s  t h e  p ow er o f  d e c i d i n g  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  w hose  r i g h t s  a r e  more im p o r t a n t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  m o th e r ,  
you  w ou ld  be m a n d a t in g  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  m o s t  b l a t a n t  s o r t  a s  t h e  
s o l e  j u d g e  o f  t h e  c h i l d ' s  r i g h t s ,

B l a c k s ,  N a t i v e s ,  women and  o t h e r s  h a v e  a d v a n c e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  
c i v i l  r i g h t s  o v e r  many y e a r s .  To now r o l l  b a c k  t h e  t i d e  o f  c i v i l  
r i g h t s  t h r o u g h  s u c h  m e a n - s p i r i t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  n o t  w o r t h y  o f  an  
e n l i g h t e n e d  s o c i e t y .

P e t e r  S. H a l l g r e n ;  A p r i l  24, 1 9 9 1
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter Into the record my testimony to the /V  i ~i -----------

committee name
H IS l J L M L —  , dated__________________ _______committee on

bill/subject

j £ $ 3 ^C L / & t / / y i O y ^ C ^ ^ '  C ^U ^y  

yyT U A ^ & L & a> < D  rdL^ ̂  J&r

< o

Q /l s C + r s * K s  £ z d ~ * y * a J i~ ----- —

Signed:

Representing (Optional)
y * £ / & ______d d t e ?  s - m /i  jl__ i b y i 't t s - B - — •

Address '

Phone No.
9/80 legultilv* Information Office
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the-------

committee name
committee or --- H - B     dated -— ^  I— ---

bill/subject

X - 4 -  f 5  b ' k e d '  O y \ C X

S-t-êA-2_ C5 uCM \A i^Q -Vo ■feo’V
bU k X*? 

Ĉv0<j!c(- b-x r ^ s  p-erwS b̂Û . -fervr b&"kk
V f c A "  O - C — - S  G w ^  0 -^ 5  >H ^ i _  p ^ v v - ‘5 > ^ -

oJWO"V 'VUr̂  a4- A-fkjx YSO>T££
o r Dki^^tfCLv6LV/\ *Ve 'TNL̂-CJ'V̂ . 'Vo p^rV ervvv 
6 - V \  c J k e r ' - ' V O o v * ^  O v n .  y v ^ - r c A  1 ^ 5  , T U i ' 3
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S o ^ p O ' T +  A “ i v ' S  W l \  f l c  < Xv \ - oVr xA i oO ' V
o r  3  C > J\\ d X  'Cx.UXJ'-^T' c x w e i

/ - / ?  s '  S  ~
Signed: Testifier

Representing (Optional)
/ ^ >  o  i * - *  -c. <0 . * - /

Address
; ^ o _____________________________

Phone No.
9/86 Legislative information Office
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Alaska Siate Legislature
- *•'“ T *" -4 ■ • -• . t— »*.•-
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Please enter Into the record my testimony to the _
committee name

committee on _ J £ B _ a k E _  , dated ___
bill/subject

\ f b 39. J 2 A Q 0  . cSL J b A x

koJjJJJJj) ^ ' ■ j A / L C W ^ ^ N  'stD v y sli £ U L  ^ d W r v t i  Jh & td fcfii

€ £22£82E B SgO . C < V r x r C C ^ v o ^ ^ t / V X 4 l £ a a J ^ ’ s £ ^ ‘~ tlL C fi JLO-£lP < 5 - * ^ ^ .  C & M ^. t y

/  C J h z . ( x S L ^ r ^ - c ^
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A s < j p ^ - u t  f t Q & L h . S ’  a L u ^. 4 -t>- X &  f X ^~ o ( y c i & 3 - r >  cx> , o. / xaaJ U

'U *  , &■ cU  u ^ U  U . M L  6 ^ L  ^txiXs ^
& t b ^  p ^ M L c  ^ j u ^ o U -  f r o -  .X & - J > n  & y ^  u j j y  & k /K

O r . ,

Signed:
Testifier

/ r d c L < J o y ^ > ^ y K

Representing (Optional)
7  Address

2 £ L 3 1 & ±

Phone No.
9/88 Lsgulativa ir formation Offlc*
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the . tt  £  S P .S

committee name
committee on U b a < u -  ^ 5 - 9 1

bill/subject j

X  & i r c ^  tsj a  p
^ , ' 1 1  . • f'J ve .. e  f ■ H a i w « .  CA-I, o  - t  r  < c|,. ^  1 > V ^

d o e  f s  O I  S u  f j e o n s ,  ^ *  p 5 m   ̂ G  * ° \Uĉ svd 'Pac« /•. W ,  p ^ ' ^ i
^  V-.ci- <K H v / W f t  '■ i J‘ t ’ j O' v- '  *Vv-i. .'j U * 1 I I
n  - ' 4 ,  ;  „  I r e  ch■, r *  O  , . I X t , ® 'P  C  o .  r  C . .[ U r  m u '  lu  t •£ c—■ >-■- '•..................y~‘................ /V /  ,

£  L s .se u .X c i<5. I s o  r e s e ^ - T  a ? w  Cf<

/

i/yN . /  v'fr,\.,'£i I'1 K > j ( i ' i. . I fr1 f f  U  l \\ J - <X IjCf V* <̂V̂5 ,
• 'I:

■' f t

, 7  • /  /Signed: -A C i i,ir_,/../
Testifier

Representing (Optional) /  , .

Address
^  * / ^  Vr* * )#

Phone No.
9/M Lagltlttlva Irtormttion Olfle* ^ ^  ^
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter Into the record my testimony to th e  / /  &  S .— — - —

committee name
committee on . -  , dated . I  r^sT, /? ? /.,

bill/subject

7

Representing (Optional)
7 /3  S P A m . SV/V-C^ X k
Address

z -£ L £ 2 _____________   -______
Phone No.

8/M Legitimist bi/ofm»flon Orfle#
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the -
committee name

committee on . S I .     dated 5̂ .... /f f £
bill/subject

c l  <& <l /o  e .c r j -/& £ '//K/rr?6Y)y

Signed:__
'Testiestifier

Representing (Optional)
- 2 Z £  y y ja rt& 'S  ■/■. . S j± k a ,

Address
c S S S L  J ^ g g .  7J J . ± L J . r C L £ . ___________________________________

Phone No.
9/86 Ltgiilstlv* Inferrrntfon Offlct / O - p <2.
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Juneau Coal i tier: -for Pro-Choice 
P.O. Box 021325 
Juneau, Alaska '”?3Q2

House Committee on Heal th\, Education and Social Services 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear House H.E.S.S. Members,

On benaif of the over 350 members of the Juneau Coalition for 
Pro-Choice, we urge you to support H.B. 268. The rignt of 
access to choice of birth control and to legal abortion must be 
maintained for all Alaskan women, regardless of their economic 
status. The life of a woman is inexorably connected to the 
type of birth control available to her, and to legal abortion. 
This right cannot be denied to any woman.

By voting to support this bill, you are making a strong 
commitment to equality among women in Alaska. We believe that 
two standards of choice and medical care based on income are 
not acceptable to the people of Alaska. We strongly agree with 
the bill's purpose to prevent governmental interference with 
both the right of all individuals to use birth control and the 
right to choose childbirth or to obtain a safe and legal 
abort i on .

Thank you for allowing us to testify in this matter.

3 i ncere1y ,

" 1
Robert Mitchell

Stephani e Lor i s
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Alaska State Legislature
P l e a s e  e n t e r  into the record my testimony to tha H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  F.

commit tee  n a m e ..

c o m m i t t e e  on H.' B. 2tf8 , da ted if/25/91
bill/subject

I  am i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  ' c o v e r i n g  a l t e r n a t e  h e a l t h  c a r e  
a s  w e l l  o r  i n  l i e u  o f  o r  i n c l u d e d  i n  (9) c l i n i c  s e r v i c e s  OR ELSEWHERE. ( I . b e ­
l i e v e  M e d i c a d e  o r  M e d i c a r e  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o  e l i g i b l e  r e c i p i e n t s  
w h e t h e r  t h e y  c h o o s e  t o  g o . t o  a - m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  (MD);. o r  a l t e r n a t e  h e a l t h  c a r e  
p r o v i d e r  s u c h  a s  NATUROPATH OR HOMEOPATH.) ' U n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  a s  t h e  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  i s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e  w h o l e  
p e r s o n . ( h o l i s t i c ) , n o n - t o x i c ,  h e a i t h  c a r e  s o  h i s  b o d y  c a n  h e a l  i t s  s e l f ,  
A l a s k a n s  s h o u l d  l e a d  t h e  way i n  t h i s  a r e a .  M y a g e d  f r i e n d s  who g e t  i l l  s h o u l d  
be a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e i r  own c h o i c e ,  o f  h e a l e r  a n d  s a v e  t h e  t a x  p a y e r  some c a s h  
a l o n g  t h e  way .  A t  t h i s  t im e  t h o s e  o n  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  M e d i c a r e  o r  M ed ic ad e  
h a v e  n o t  t h i s  o p t i o n .
T h i s  i s  a  r e a l  n e e d .

T h ank  y o u .

S i g n e d :

Testifier *  0

m y s e l f ,  a s  3 0 y e a r  A l a s k a n ,  E d u c a t o r ,  M o th e r  o f  s e v e n ,  b e l i e v e r  i n
Represent ing (Optional) a lTEkiU T I ' I i e a l t h  c a r e .

5 0 k  Mon roe  S t .  . F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  99701
Address

 4 -5 2 -6 9 2 9
Phene No.
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State Legislature
P l e a s e  e n t e r  into the record my testimony to t h e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  F

commit tee  n ame . .
I n f a n t i c i d e

c om m i t t e e  on  H. B. 268 L i m i t l e s s  % 4/25/91 ____  ,
bill/subject

I  c o n c u r  w i t h  t h e  l o g i c a l ,  w e l l  t h o u g h t  o u t  a n d  r e s e a r c h e d  t e s t i m o n y  a g a i n s t  
H. B. 268. I t  i s  a  v e r y  p o o r  a t t e m p t  o n . t h e  p a r t  o f  s o c i e t y  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  
p r o b l e m s  a t  t h e  r e s u l t  end  i n s t e a d  o f  a p p r o a c h i n g  s o l u t i o n s  c t  t h e  c a t t s e  o f  
t h e  p r o b l e m s .  We w e r e  a l l  t a u g h t  t h a t  two w r o n g s  d o n ' t  make  a  r i g h t .  We we re  
a l l  t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e  end  d o e s  n o t  j u s t i f y  t h e  m ean s .  We we re ,  a l l  t a u g h t  t h a t  
o u r  n a t i o n  was  f o u n d e d  on  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  L IFE ,  LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT .OF HAP- 
p i n e s s .  Ou r  n a t i o n  i s  s i n g u l a r l y  ( i n  h i s t o r y )  c h a m p i o n i n g  t h e  "RIGHTS" o f  
t h e  w r o n g d o e r s  a n d  n e g l e c t i n g  t h e  v i c t i m s  b n  e v e r y  f ron t- .  We m u s t  s u s p e n d
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  m u r d e r i n g  u n b o r n  b a b i e s .  We 
m u s t ,  t h e n  g e t  o n  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  WHAT I S  WRONG WITH OUR
SOCIETY, CONSIDER THE REAL CAUSES OF ITS ILL HEALTH AND GET TO THE TASK OF
REKNITTING THE MORAL FIBERS WHICH ARE BEING STRAINED AND BROKEN WHICH ONCE 
PERMEATED OUR CULTURE.
We n e e d  t o  s h o r e  up  w h a t  i s  l e f t  o f  o u r  m o r a l  u n d e r g i r d i n g s  a n d  make o u r  
l i v e s  s e c u r e  b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g  a nd  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  s t a g e s  o f  o u r  human  l i v e s ,  on  
e a r t h .  •• \ • * - * * "

T h i s  b i l l ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  t e s t i m o n y  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  w ou ld  
■help i n  t h e  r a p i d ,  d e c l i n e  o f  ou r '  l i v e s  a s-w e .n ow  know t h em .

F re edom  w i t h o u t  s e l f  d i s c i p l i n e ,  p r i v i l e g e ,  w i t h o u t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  i n s t a n t  
g r a t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  s e l f * d i s c i p l i n e ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  c o n t e m p l a t i o n . . . .  
t h e s e  a r e  s ym p tom s  o f  i l l s  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .

L e t ' s  s e e  how we d i f f e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  1991 f rom  1900to 1990! L e t ' s  r e v e r s e  
t h e  t r e n d ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  A l a s k a ,  a nd  b e g i n  p u t t i n g  o u r  v e r y  c u l t u r e  b a c k  on  
t r a c k .  The f a m i l y  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  t h e  b a s i c  u n i t y  o f  s o c i e t y .  P o n d e r  c o r ­
r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  i l l s  a n d  s t o p  b a n d a i d i n g  t h e  s ym p tom s .

Fo r  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  e v i l  t o  r u l e  t h e  w o r l d ,  a l l  i t- t a k e s  i s .- e n o u g h  men, GOOD 
MEN, t o  do n o t h i n g .  I  t h i n k  a  GRASS ROOTS MOVEMENT I S  EMINENT. L e t ' s  
d e f i n e  s e n s o r s h i p  t o  e n h a n c e , t h a t  w h i c h  we a r e  e x p o s i n g  e v e r y b o d y  t o  i n  
m ed i a ,  a r t ,  e d u c a t i o n ,-  o u r  homes k now in g  t h a t  we ARE, BELIEVE, ACT OUT w h a t  
we' s e e  a n d  h e a r .  Our  y o u t h  NEED OUR GOOD EXAMPLE. KILL H .B .  268. 
CRIS£§,,£g£GNANCY OUTPOSTS EXIST IN  FOUR ALASKAN CIT IES  p r o v i d i n g  c a r e  & n e c e s s i t y

Testifier
S e l f ,  h u s b a n d ,  7 c h i l d r e n ,  P o s s i b l y  IQOOs o f  u n b o r n  b a b i e s  a n d  c h i l d -  

Represent ing (Optional) l e s s  c o u p l e s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  & USA

50L Monroe  S t .  F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  99701
Address

(9074.A96-L87c?>— L92.-.6929 
Phone No.
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter Into the record my testimony to the .

committee name
committee on ___ _ dated ____

_ bill/subject r  . , r ._ wm/auDjeci
j2 & > *« - * * - y W .  ^  4-

J ^ '  r<r
£/ f /j

^  ^  M0J»O
^  t y i r  ^

S IT U .-  0 f )  r

c L c /x ^ r ? »

c J ^ U / _ ^ £ r  ^
cT ^  f r o

• Slgnod:______________
T e s t i f i e r  " —     vJ^TTTe.. /6 l  Z W i?

RepreseSi9Tô taj   — aSe-^wC.g** '^L <2 .

Address

Phone No.
9/88 LoQialatWe Information Otfica J  ̂  P &
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter Into the record my testimony to the -

committee name
committee on . 2 . 6 R - , dated / £ ? / £ / ’/  2 - lT . /9 ? / .

“ (sub|eet *-■

^  ,  .. _ S y  -/) o o  ^

62' t ^ r ^ - / ' -  -  -
(t~ $ ~ Z 'C /f2 -£ lO  v * C .sL  *---- .

J & t r & t  <̂ ~

“" v 5  C L js^ 2^ J ^  ^ cr>^ '

2 0 5 *  . ( p - z i ^£ * o ( a  

C L tZ S '-Z ' JZ * s J*& - c ^ A 4 ~ & L r,i* - a-£& $~. J L

lJ u a j A A c . a ^ u > - < = * »
^ jL ^ c p ji. & sy * v y H y c 4 6 u L . • & &

y r*  t r j cr̂ ~  P y tju ^

Testifier
Ukk& r n .  [yL( (dr^V '- '

^ ______________ a.*__ _  / a  _  i »  _  _ it  j
* VJ" -  " “ IRepresenting (Optional) /

/// ^ ± B o _ jjh M  / p >aa
Address ■ J '-2ycZẑ5̂3
Phone No.

9/88 Legislative Information Office
3 L  o P ^
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter Into the record my testimony to the

committee name
committee o n ZCo<% jated t i f  /  .

bill/subject v"

b i d  , ( y L ^ J L e . t l L ^

i?y > :̂7VtA-0  /UL^JbjfcZi £̂ ~

rt!L<. U>TT*sJk., QJLuo tJL-

» /  ■&*. , Y  f& * « .  J L M ^ j  , P J U * ^  p s iP L J t
— ^  c ^ 6 t  ^  ^

t k L  7 L ^ 1  ^

Signed:___  Q O zS
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
if 3 £ ’  V f  / e s - T t f  . S c t < a  . / f / c  ? 9 V 3 f ~

Address
7 V 7  -S'tf£3_____________________________ ______________

Phone No.
9/86 Legislative Information Office

/*£/
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the S*.

committee name
committee on tL  & ^  k . £  __ , dated c 3 5 ~ - $ f _______

bill/subject

^  u Ja f i
Z O k J *  £ U £ , X & c J r  / * c ,  2 ^ -

o f  ^  ^

C hi I A. LSn; u)0->n£' ^  &4gtLC#
ctX xC ^ o ^ J L

U sn4 JUA . J  ^
< 5 s C ~ o ^ r ^ ,  '* C <= r * ^c J L e * n ^

s t y y i s  & vlA + s  . C T ^ K ^  “£ & ~ C s

J ^O -W T W  & £ , ^C * & U ~ & c £ , & J & U C 4 1 ^  X & -O

± d /u A ^  s r^ A o M ^ d u J c & s J  
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
i 3  I d  E d f l C ' ^ u  y n  b e *  U & r j  1) e ~  

Address
7 ¥ 7 - 3 7 d V _______________________________

Phone No.
9]36 legislative information Oftica
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Please enter Into the record my testimony to the -  ? k s

committee name
committee on ^ % dated  if  J 7$ /$ /

bill/subject

Signed:

Representing (Optional) .Sfrr m-/?%n- 7Y7?srf
Phone No.

9/86 Legislative Information Office
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My name i s  V e r a  Z a h o r s k e  and. I 'm  a  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  a n d  am 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  N u r s e s  F o r  L i f e ;  a  p r o - l i f e  a c t i o n /  s u p p o r t  g r o u p  
made u p  o f  h e a l t h ,  c a r e  w o r k e r s  i n  S i t k a ,  Ak.

I 'm  p r e s e n t l y  em p lo y e d  a t  S i t k a  Communi ty  H o s p i t a l  w h e r e  
I  h a v e  made my f e e l i n g s  on  a b o r t i o n ,  known t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  
t h e  h o s p i t a l  b o a r d ,  a n d  t h e  D.O.N, I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a b o r t i o n  i s  
t h e  t a k i n g  o f  a  l i f e ,  a n d  i t  i s  g g a i n s t  my m o r a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e f s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  I  w i l l  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n y  way i n  t h e  
p r o c e d u r e  o f  a i t o r t l o n .  The A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  s e c t i o n .  18 l6010-4b, 
" N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a  h o s p i t a l  o r  p e r s o n ,  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  a n  a b o r t i o n ,  n o r  i s  a  h o s p i t a l  o r  p e r s o n  l i a b l e  f o r  r e f u s i n g ,  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n  a b o r t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s ; s e c t i o n . "  T h i s  p r o t e c t e d

my r i g h t s  a s  a  c i t i z e n ,  e n a b l i n g  me t o  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n  a c t  
w h i c h  i s  a g a i n s t  my b e l i e f s .

W i th  t h e  c h a n g e s  p r o p o s e d  i n  House  B i l l  # 268, t h i s  r i g h t  w ou ld  
b e  t a k e n  away ( r e p e a l e d )  a nd  t h e r e  wou ld  b e  no  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  my 
c h o i c e .  The o t h e r  c h a n g e s  i n  t h i s  b i l l  wou ld  a l s o  r e p e a l  s e c t i o n s  
a d d r e s s i n g  who c a n  do a b o r t i o n s ;  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  b e  d o n e ;  p a r e n t a l  
c o n s e n t  i s s u e s ;  r e s i d e n t i a l  i s s u e s .  Th&se a l l  w i l l  e f f e c t  t h e  
s a f e t y  f a c t o r  i n  a b o r t i o n s .

M y s e l f  a n d  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  w o r k e r s  I  r e p r e s e n t ;  w o u ld  l i k e  t o

s e e  a l l  e l e c t i v e  a b o r t i o n s  o u t l a w e d ;  B u t  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  i s s u e  
b e f o r e  u s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ;  a t  l e a s t  l e t  u s  p r e s e r v e  o u r  r i g h t  
t o  r e f u s e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  an  a c t  w h i c h  we c o n s i d e r  t o  b e  t h e /  t a k i n g ,  
o f  a  l i f e  a n d  a g a i n s t  o u r  b e l i e f s .

P l e a s e  do n o t  p a s s  h o u s e  b i l l  %  268.

T h ank  you  f o r  y o u r  t im e
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to th e  I"!Oi*M~

committee r
committee on f / s  £ h § _  „ , dated

committee name
£  _  , dated

bill/subject

O, pcuorf,J f a x  rLudkvM tJjP ^  * 2
/ L * f a  &  a

n fa z fa  rttJ^  u n lta rd - '

t & i / A & d ,  V h l a  b i$ t o J fa A fa /  ts  S tU j  M p J b i u .  2  3 w d ^

A  . p W  «

S O m k ju  i i A ^ > w l c ^ j ^ -  ^  d  f f t

tU d S X J U /U Z  d J jlP  &  < h &  a/M >

^  ouZi? jrfatf hhtu, do a
c f )  H / A )  Q - b c r i t f r r J  ?  f a  A d D  f a  f a d e  p ^ i  ( f n

fe & d rfiJ L d r V  P < & ~  C L b rd d t $ & # > '

J  d m  /■/ 6  3 6  ^

Signed: f a / i * ~ < (  isO -nw X _______________________________
Testifier

a  p a r e . / d     ■
Representing (Optional)
4 3 / / P r - f a / i a  tir&- Vi ilka M k  99"?i s
Address

Q t> ~ > ‘ 7</7- 5c?5/_____________ . _ _ _ ______________
Phone No.

*9/06 Leflifttatlv« Information Office
/ o f  /



Alaska State Legislature
U - B S SPlease enter into the record my testimony to the

committee name
committee on ■ M j a i  _  , dated ________ ^  *71______ _

bill/subject

C lir t h jlZ t jy ij tO L  M rt-d T ^ Q rl' ( fa x -  a ^ e M ty y y u ^ C

/ ^ u W .  ĉL /n+£ a. ^
a& j a . / yiuTZZZ^ y tt jfa  A jla lLj  t d fa t y

'b x J L ( J O y £ J U n u  ^I w x X /̂ y U - / s O j i Z Z j  y t d

7 tD  ifa u T L  y M Z L L .' J d  X 4 ,

J y t r C & y  < ^ y t y j b  ( L /r > l- 4 J - ^U y e * 'y C X t ~ ‘ l  f a l d A O  i t l - U A

fiy jy ^ y l̂ t  <T^< -y / jd d C L y  f a

A J  **
(Q u s ^  /P E IX X -' ^ o < .y

Signed:

v.

/f y ^ y ^ r v ^ 'f a t Z '   _

Testifier (J

— d£*£------ :------------------------------------
Representing (Optional) » <■

7 3 / L  C ( J  f a t t fy U L y *  '■  / C <? C f a p _ ________

Address
9 . 0 1 -  7 V 7 -  g / ^  __________________

Phone No.
9/86 Ltgltlatlvt Information Office

/<? f A
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c ^ Z y v .  U r7 * ^ 4 *  i d  -d j l J t y s  d th P ?K -L ^ ~ ' L t^ .
[ j  -tr . .r»r-• . -  \  t. _ | _

a^ZLl̂  Y
a  ^  ; s w ^ o  

SA;*. te 7 2>^ C o ^ r ,

£ e > 'P & .
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter Into the record my testimony to the H£ S S

committee name
committee on _ -(3  ** f  , dated z/  jZ  Z?j *7/ .

bill/subject
dui a  IMM.U, 0 -jZ fo * * * -

0 ^  -ttv . £ i W ■ h j J  aA ^ C e t , a  f f t t f t .

/"IS  ( **̂ 1/ ^  •/;' ' y  '
•& ^  %  s u A l-u  %  a a A & T tc p *- &  ^  a iw ^ ,

^  LO -O -î t̂  s& '& f 'rU os-^ '^  •

& / J  C l.C C L ,V & A -—  j l ^d h d + d t . , <£"*'-</ dL -1  ̂ ( I d f j- 'Y  ^ C - d  u r ^e L  ' r d f j

/ v P y  a v - ^ i t  d /y d i ' t s ( .d > < < s j  ,  y d if( ^ x' 1

d 'U Ld d U d  " t f  l̂ C A jt c v tt C 0 Q
OCl c <a jl  ^ A r i o - c U j l  v S U L f c t c f  - f i y \  / f y n  T ^ P ' y ^ V  %yV ^lAAAIm u -̂ \S\JL \L>f'L'L-(.A ^  ^  ^  / / v  '  * — - y  ^  ^  -w •

A  a, C a Z k U c L  fa ^ e t  y ; J  d U < M  ,
^ A J l l t d s C  c d u d c i  t  \ J  L y M < " t d  S U + a j * c  c <  '  ,L[ XQ

T ^ u r f  d td L i  U  S L C L z d t d . U . * ‘  ' ' ■ J —  '«

t/> .A v f  U dy° U 'to d t i  ( Z L . , _  _.
• tX jx J  Jk *C C lt-1 \4 ( cH f & *- W v c / /  t^ M o t^ ru itu .

f t f i & P - l r v  d u tf-iL 'L L j Vvi qJ  C s t o O « .£  f a  t ' d
n  *  " •  U - * / !  . !  I y /  . y ,£./ Z . / V . v , ,(t p f^ 'U L i^ . ,X b  c U d  L  .$ j3 ,U * 4 t S  7T  c / ^ , ,

d l ^ Ji l < l A j i d  ! d O i ^ d  t t j i .  /’, 6  v d d l C c O '^ C S _ ^L j2 J U <3  &  4 L ^ & f l A

I*— t t j. U. S ■ £L'Lt ayî ?yu A dcd. w uzJ&lj yy^. bc.t^3'ttA^~&^y.
^ fY \C LA y^ 1 jJ .  y d * & £ £ L A -'________ ___________Signed:

Testifier
U A b o r  A  h  t \ c f : ^  /q t  S>\- V ^

Representing (Optional)
- L u J d . D  /  ^  - P ________________________________________

Address
9 C ^  ^ 7 ? . -  5/^ V
Phone No.

9/88 Le8i*tatiyo Inform.tlon Offlc* /  I // o r  (
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the t in  u s e , / / £ S 'S

committee name
committee on HiLJ . , dated .

L V d , { 'u  I ( y  n) u  t f  B  JL u $  S '& r f k * 1}*  + & S - C h o ',L £ .. h e *  o b e y "

IaJ c m C A  A  O u t *  &  l o J i ' Y  w S 4  b  c /  T ‘ e ^  O  \> t/ )v \ z u h -s  C I

/■ I. I- 1 , • 1 /  / . , . yvj.irf t U c ' l d x L, i v h i i f k & r -  G + l t /

i c h H y  c c * u t .  U:  fc» j - f f ia H -  * *  * *  ■** < * * *
U ;U m  d t >  A cu jn i. c k i l d r t ' i  j  d  1

^  ^  * r  A / / /
4 « d  4 ifc ^ iM < L  <1 b ayfIM S  te if>  7 , h iL ih v '^  a ir
C M  w w  *•>' ^  h * i* '

A  l U c h ^  « f  h  i c e

■fc?/~ f l / w  L < / c m e ^ S  e  (»rA h e r  $ c X u a l '  y »

i f  c * A r « u ^  ^  . n o  i S

s a Y c .  ~ £ r e * *  " Y A d u  p c > * * i  lo \ I r f y  b 4 ~  P , e J * Ci

5 > i  k e r - a . .  <s /4£> W d ' f h d f J  't h a i 'l "  / S  1 0 6  ‘ i o  4  h  *

a lo t > i 'l < t e r \£ C L .. A f f S  W - 3  Y t f f / c < K ' $  - S i > l ^  c * ' 5  ^

F i V ’ u-fcVyiitrf c x l o c d ' i O '  1 I S  ^  ■l-^s ~" c ^ h u ^ ' C d r ,

H c i j y 14  <rlA  C i k c r i l O A  C X tS l  b e . t o u c h  !* $ * >  •* '* '* *  '  /

p h y s i c a l l y  4  n d  c  w c t f ) C * \ & I l y  f l v i A  k o u \ A j  & * \  U *  <*'■

W ^ r 7 rt f nL ,
7 ’ h e  it Cw l.  d c c tL i\-o \tn e .c t ~i't> Y o llO iJt** t * ' ~  o e l v i C i * *  ^  ̂  J C 2 L

Y i ^ k r c s  £■*<?/ ^ s y  p r e y  f o ‘̂  f ' h o * * *  ulM o  c * r r * M C  q d q j t i& '& b  .
T l A ^  c > f- #  c A 7 / r f  f o  a e l o p i t o r ,  ) %  , 4  u * \ y w . cI J "  iCC  - ^ -/*„■, i d  ,-<n4~ r-~> i z h  lYie kI t I  IQ f t C *  n * i i c y '  o k c J  t d  a o t  b e d  4  p o t * M S b  y i e t S i l '

Signed:.
Testifier 
•511 I/a,-Fi 5 Cho\t'

Phone No.
9/M L»fli$letiv# Informitlor Office

Representing (Optional)
7 W  2 ^ L / . ,  ______

Address
• m -  8 9 7</7-^OT

/o f/
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Testifier
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter Into the record my testimony to the

committee name
committee on t a n ’ r a d i ^ i . i , ^  d a t e d  / f r w /  a s , , ? n  .

'L J M J M ., ^  M * 0 (J L  < £ W - y t

w  , , .  , _  '

/ p y \ £ s y i * t >

ihyirt4$£ovii2/, fiM jLsW Jsyiy a^<L

\̂ dA(.4jsWfy AJ-JkUrui; A <&>

Z U A & W  A /itjk A 4 ^ s (J s $ tu > 7  /^ U fi^ u trA

U to U & fiL A *  A ? d

A J /A ,  ^  A /A  . U & L ,  ~ f /s A  .  A * *

j* U f \
A # P -tiL -zfo yA A

s .jM c
* A /t o t 4 i

Signed:

Representing (Optional)
h u .  . * r t Z 3 < .

Address
7</7 W > 7 ____________________
Phone No.

9/66 Uglilitlve Informitlon Office
/ o f /



Please enter Into the record my testimony to the h k tm .ft £ Z S  _____
committee name

committee on -    dated A  m il  2 -5 . r f  *1 1
bill/subject '  '

tU g j&  f  £ < £ £ 4  . :

yeC & i& 4-4 j£ < Z - ^ 6 P

tsC v ~ d y i£ &  s ^ iy  Z z * 0 k -
c~ & 7t*L .& *oO f~  jf c  J & j£ £  0 ljC & 0 u ^

^ 7 ^ 3 -'’̂ M  * $ iu * s  £ £ 0  * d ^ ^ O (
^ L -l s4L<0C<-*t„ ~£<j £!j L>4ls  • j

7 7 tC < L ' d ' -

Slgned: .£ /£ lf!/i'< L / , . ,
Testifier

Representing (Optional) 

Address

Phone No.
9/M Lsgiilativi Information Offic*
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the M u

committee name
committee on , H~&     dated <9-5 AT*?/

3 : J * . W ' l "  T X X
f a ^ f t  k ai - T i 7 k s - - r ~ > 7 ~ -

k < > 7  v ^ - y  t - r t .- z T ? ;c - t A  l .  ~ J ? ' H  Q L -

4-  L » — u.J J .  « .
j T ~ r  i r  w i r o w v j   ̂ L - . - ^  r r ^ T U -

i /e  (a.T u  1 ■=» *
^  v- ^ r / ) « ' n v T - ^ ^ V c L : u /

lo ^ T  w ^ v ^ r  < 0  T ^ K -* -  ^
dC {A..T-*? iXT" T «  ^ ‘ *■* *

\\ZL<K-<S. 4 ^ &«■.<"- V'v.'* LrT-r. O 4-*-!/- c  ktAU-e^.
y.

"T ^K -*. * r^ < . la ^ lo ^  \ *-T*

Signed: . V „ T a  i / t «  cv>% O . C A . W  1~  a . • £ » * * • {  •

J

Representing (Optional)

Address ,.
£ 0  , l 3 o K . 5 m ^  5  r W a  , r t - K ,  S 3 5
Phone No. !

g/M L«gi*letlv« Intormstkirt Offfe*
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Alaska State Legislature
P l e a s e  e n t e r  In to t h e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  — t f d u G  £ L  £ .  S .  S .

c t u & i J e s  c o m m i t t e e  n a m e

c o m m i t t e e  o n  J J j&  <2 - .& ..8  /l o s t . , d a t e d  ,

bill/subject^ '
_ j /  /I .  3 f -

CZ-€ĵ >\

\ f  <7 6 ?  '7 Z & & ' X lX js k tiZ -

p t »  * J r * * £ i+ r r S .

S i g n e d :

Testi fier

R e p r e ? e n t i r j g  ( O p t i o n a l )

IL Q . J h a A s z b  C j^ c L e. __
A d d r e s s  q T W x s

Phone No. j T 3  / * 2 -
9/69 Uglil«tlv« Information Offlco

/ 0  -P /
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into tne record rny testimony to the HrtiJ.*#—. ■ f f c S ' S --------committee name

committee on . dated A ~  °----------
bill/subject

RPR 25 '91 00 :26 LEG. RFFRIRS -  KETCHIKRN

^ c o c  vobvwe. x\ A o  \ x jx x  GAyv. cscjt: o r  u j ’> \ \

rvo-V CAxe 4t>c^ pt^ ^ o reXt<^tou2» \ j ' i e tOa  c£ <k  \*2«H vocjx.\
tavxvortVs/. \  dte.vwa.rci S e ^ < 0 - ; ^  c£  c W t e k  a.w<& 2 ^ 0 . t c . ~ W
W s  n o  W i . e s s ,  W u 3 ^  ^  e ^ u C o e  gl

a a  ^  c o n g e e  <*

'  • * •  ^  ^  M „  w „ ^  

U ^ H ,  a . v * m ^ .  T .* i  ^  „ . , . v  , ^ ;  u
d&~ryCiL£L «  VJia.'LL^W . •ly'w v ,  I

Signed:. W l e f p - K m v .  t A k ^ ----------------- ---

Testifier
.-.■■SSL#---------—--------------- — ------- — ------

Representing (Optional)

Address
    _

Phone No.
9/88 U 4*l«tiv« lnferm»tlcn Offn*
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the - fr-fe.S    —committee name

committee on A ft 3. k  &_____ _  , dated   -
bill/subject

"2 T  A- yuM M ' d 'n c t a d o a ^ U -o /

nU>uiJL jt^acL'/c/*5iU^ . U*~ c ifo S  .

~7/U  t a 'iW n  I j  ‘M ed  d k n 'k e -r, io  ao£  M U
* • i < *

rfjim rKA^ IA.I( IM d t / f t a W  ^

d b ifu ^ < ib  t c k e r f. flf[o d n s n  Je x d jib ^  ku >
At* 0j( |tA A AulcLclô  . j*{c> acLiAi..

H &  L

0-CiC^O^U.felA-̂ v 4o AJeoi-m OQAt fl\* .c L io L \'d i 4 u n o lu n \^
o J U  2-f^ A c JJU iX  cJcl&A <|o k jid fd  .

• ..'‘vi&v/o ss *..</<^J?c/ fic u u ) IsLQ^Iodi& nq
+0 p ^ tik b i feaAc. A t ^ is  ^  u& W Lrs T

A° h x j± M ^  (Lo>U

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
P. 0 _. 8 ^  A31.C?____________ fd 'k L .L ^ — £ l L

Address
A 4 T - . S I Q 3 ______________________________________________________

Phone No.

9/86 Ltgialttlv* Iflformtton Qftte*



APR 25 '91 00 :27 LEG. AFFAIRS -  KETCHIKAN

Alaska State Legislature
Please enter Into the record my testimony to the _ H~ c : 5-S_

committee name
committee on / / "  6 > f date(j i f / Z i  $ /  91 ---------- . .

bill/subject , , s
in

10^  ^  + L sl y it U ^ A y  a J L e u ^ * -£
° r  a J2^ c  r  oxJ t^

(X&  SuJ& JiC s /*® jjlrU rk jZ J
d 2 ^U -  0 u P  & . V t in r x J L ' '7 U 4 * r r n j & - 4 S \ , C

C / A / ^ L - A ^ ’ '7l£ _ j£ ~e£ L  Z * 4 u  d k j  ~ 4 * L s

><L^2JtT>z^c2-£-^^^ yl% <!.&  y^ S 3^
Cî Q-7^ ^  u^dLe^nJ y to ^  a u ^ t' cĵ z i^ L L ^ t^  i~d  < /p

l /O d c ^{>  -d L -IL S l.Z - .  J

a ^ u -JL  s £ u * -^ e s ^

'J 2 &  L L T Z - ĵ*  ~f~b  C t U - T V - — <- & > {̂ ~ JLS^ j j

d A ^ J  d ~  C j u r j L ; Q J - Y d ~ z ^ £ J L f ? ^ ^

^  I ^2 ^ - r Z j A A O A - a J  d 2 S - 2 ' < ^- < S L  d ~ 2

- > - ' *  n=̂ J L  7h  a ^ n r ^ a  a ^ y ^ (

Signed:________________QL .̂
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
%  y ( c  I sJ  — x '

Address
a-2-r- lo  </<£

Phone No.
9/S8 Legislative information OHica
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p p  J ?  £ 1 j .e ^ ^ L

C ^ rr^ h ^ x  r^ ^ £ & -< rz b > .  J l/^  }& * .. (L a ^ -* -- ^

i~ Z r &  - d f ~ £ i c  A

nc~£-~*£ <z< ryzcrc-JZ sL-7 -—

L (J -t ^ ^ 4 -  i~ D  ~ h  <& £ j£ * r u l C - 6 - 2 £ J l ^ jl ________  A  A ^

U J~£ - /I 'L l— ■*-' z t ^ i  — J

f i  y z f ^  ^

y ^ r i /z . ^ 7 ^ ^ u . - T -‘̂  ^
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T e s t im o n y  o f :  K i r k  M. Thomas
STG Box 1312
K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  99901 
(907) 225-3665

G iv e n  on : A p r i l  25, 1991 d u r i n g  a h e a r i n g  a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e
a f f a i r s  o f f i c e  i n  K e t c h i k a n  A l a s k a  r e g a r d i n g  House B i l l  # 268.

Good M o rn in g ,  My name i a  K i r k  Thom as. I  am a  r e s i d e n t  o f  
K e t c h i k a n  and h a v e  owned and o p e r a t e d  b u s i n e s s e s  h e r e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
18 y e a r s .  I  am a l s o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  D i s t r i c t  o f  
"The C hu rch  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o f  L a t t e r  Day S a i n t s "  w i t h  761 members 
i n  K e t c h i k a n ,  P e t e r s b u r g ,  W ra n g e l l ,  M e t l a k a t l a ,  and P r i n c e  o f  W a le s  
I s l a n d .  I t  i s  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  t h a t  I  a d d r e s s  you t h i s  m o rn in g .

The  C hu rch  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o f  L a t t e r  Day S a i n t s  c o n s i d e r s  
a b o r t i o n  t o  be one o f  t h e  most r e v o l t i n g  and s i n f u l  p r a c t i c e s  o f  
t h i s  d a y  and a n y  member o f  th e  c h u r c h  who s u b m i t s  t o ,  iB  a  p a r t y  
t o ,  o r  p e r f o rm s  an  a b o r t i o n  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  c h u r c h  d i s c i p l i n e  e x c e p t  
i n  c a s e s  w here  t h e  p r e g n a n c y  r e s u l t e d  from  r a p e  o r  i n c e s t  o r  t h e  
l i f e  o f  t h e  m o th e r  wou ld  be s e v e r e l y  t h r e a t e n e d  i f  t h e  p r e g n a n c y  
were t o  c o n t i n u e .

The  c h u r c h  i s  a  r e c o g n i z e d  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  w o r ld  i n  p ro m o t in g  
f a m i l y  l i f e  and f r e e  a g e n c y .  I t  a l s o  t e a c h e s  u s  a s  members t o  be  
a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  o u r  c o m m u n it ie s  and t o  3ee t h a t  good  men and  
women a r e  e l e c t e d  and s u p p o r t e d  i n  p u b l i c  o f f i c e .

I  am h e r e  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  House B i l l  No. 268. 
T h i s  b i l l  a s  w r i t t e n  p r o f e s s e s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a woman’ s  r i g h t  to  
c h o o se  a b o r t i o n  w i t h o u t  g o v e rn m e n ta l  i n t e r f e r e n c e .  I f  t h e r e  i s  to  
be no g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  t h e r e  s h o u ld  a l s o  be no 
g o v e r n m e n t a l  p r o m o t io n  o f ,  o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  
an  a b o r t i o n .  HB No. 268 c l e a r l y  b r i n g s  t h e  g o v e rn m en t  i n t o  a  
p a r t i c i p a t o r y  r o l e  where i t  h a s  no b u s i n e s s  b e i n g .

S t a t e  f u n d i n g  o f  "on demand" a b o r t i o n s  i s  an u n a c c e p t a b l e  c u r e  
t o  a  s e r i o u s  s o c i a l  i l l  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  F u nd s  b e in g  m i s d i r e c t e d  by  
o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o s e  w i l l  o n l y  s e r v e  t o  d e p r i v e  t h e  
v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  and p t h e r  
b a s i c  s e r v i c e s  w h ic h  a r e  l e g i t i m a t e l y  p r o v id e d  by  t h e  g o v e rn m en t .

B e c a u se  o f  t h e  f a r  r e a c h in g  l e g a l  - im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  b i l l  
( e v id e n c e d  by c u r r e n t  p ro b lem s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s )  we s t r o n g l y  
e n c o u r a g e  t h e  i n v o lv e m e n t  o f  th e  J u d i c i a r y  C om m it te e  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
b i l l  b e i n g  d e b a t e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  H ouse .

We r e c o g n i z e  th e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
a b o r t i o n  b u t  w an t t h e  r e c o r d  to  show t h a t  o u r  m em be rsh ip  w i l l  be 
s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e d  NOT t o  s u p p o r t  an y  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l  who 
i n t r o d u c e s ,  c o - s p o n s o r s ,  o r  s u p p o r t s  an y  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  
i n v o l v e  s t a t e  f u n d i n g  o r  o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  m ost 
.v bom inab le  p r a c t i c e .  THANK YOU
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Alaska State Legislature
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/f t S L O s w ^t C & o J  * /&

t f l ^ y L fftu A /M ^  fry/w eA * e ji£ c rid J 2 y
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abfî tTfiVs , A\& r tfqJfcV Ao U£4- b^fHv OiN'̂ rTo\ & ^

Co olftojd^ omS-lA- Y  \\WUca/o t 
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XtohMtf. iOomev jo iu  be f f A r f .  Z?Z*t/L/rtfrfeTjtJbo/TTiw wrtb fJLL curfc/Ts /sb 'Z ^ , 
Mxetf M  PM^ty UlZ/b 0057M6/e Ttotr /HfrAwZ Trra/sW* >7 eaJ* Za M ratAiz* TAt*
4 -  f l & J f c //,  3

; Ucu, fat4A/tT/\*&jsIa7c tofeb a^/ooA/er lo/JlL a a 10/L L rs f eepnt/uS'e.. )&/)/’<>*'w77Za/
t> ZfOeAsc^eZ. e/a/t'e, TbsecZ o r or^s ou'/.t Pfe/*L tl4l i / e $ */$ a f LhJa 

MeeTif/iL fsoewz/ei ^froi/Ac/ /o o f Se c0e///W/ Zw6e<f <s>// iZzZvsi e/zo/e /7/Zf Zruv 
Thezefo/- fo/nb/A/)/j£ e/?u/-fb d. &7p1<e,
ooT^ j. C^'Z^S6 4 ^  fZ/Ji/re thoT/9ZL lOmezJ refrztzaZ/rs^ o f

lS h™  ^ ec/ ^ ;n  •

tLaf/ jj r> a ° MObe, e ffe ffv g  titATh fo/ZTTaL MfT/oc& & 4*£/#crec&t
M e a /f c<J. fe o y r/r)  /// ova se h e ^  <tbone$. *

H f % T 0 M > f / t i J M  i0k ' f r '’l* %  U* a U  ^  U j> jT lL  jp * U k / A # fo  mj f  c’n 'f* 'p f£ o M  v fa e s . T f  m i , 0F  u it^  c f r A s  &mw7%e &//,<■/ 
W t f J e lf  M/Th #// u/z/OjrtTee/ ^  foere Less  / ^ -/ W Z T etes/wtoa/L,

Testifier ^ 7 / ? £ c P -

Representing (Optional) 

Address

Phone No.

9/68 Ugi«l«liv* Inform*tlon Offlct



APR 25 '91 09 :55 LEG. AFFAIRS -  KETCHIKAN

Alaska State Legislature
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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Jz,'// -fatss

Signed:   t& / in d  / /
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
/ a  <£>* SJ/6 jfabSfjb** 

Address
/ j V 7 - j T S V

Phone No.

9/88 UgliUtiv# Information orfiea
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A p r i l  2 5 , 1 9 9 1

RE: H.B. 268

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

As c o - c h a i r p e r s o n  of C o a l i t i o n  of A l a s k a n s  f o r  
C h o i c e / K e t c h i k a n ,  I a m  s u b m i t t i n g  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  a l a r g e  
s e g m e n t  of c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n s  in K e t c h i k a n  fe e l  t h e  l a w s  o f A laska reg a rd in g  re p rod u c tiv e  cho ice must be sa fegua rded , 
H.B. 268 w o u l d  s e r v e  s u c h  pur p o s e .

T h e  c u r r e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  has o v e r t l y  a n n o u n c e d  its 
n o n - s u p p o r t  of  t h e  r i g h t  t o  o b t a i n  a l e g a l  a b o r t i o n ;  
f u r t h e r ,  it i n t e n d s  t o  i n t e f e r e  w i t h  t h i s  r i g h t  b y  s e v e r e l y
l i m i t i n g  t h o  a b i l i t y  o£ woman, e s p e c i a l l y  t h o e t  w h o  a r e  
w i t h o u t  f i n a n c i a l  means, f r o m  o b t a i n i n g  a l e g a l  a b o r t i o n .  
H i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  h a s  p r o v i d e d  p a y m e n t  
f o r  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c / e l e c t i v e  a b o r­
t i o n s  f o r  p e r s o n s  e l i g i b l e  for s u c h  a s s i s t a n c e .

T h e  C o a l i t i o n  in K e t c h i k a n , w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  o v e r  
200 c u r r e n t  m e m b e r s ,  w i l l  s u p p o r t  a n d  w o r k  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  
r e p r o d u c t i v e  c h o i c e  s u f f e r s  n o  f u r t h e r  e r o s i o n  o f  righ.ts 
u n d e r  A l a s k a n  law. T h e  C o a l i t i o n  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  y o u r  
c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  for H.B. 268. T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  
an d  e f f o r t s  t o  l i s t e n  to t h e  c o n c e r n s  of o u r  c i t i z e n s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  State.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

C a r m e n  N a n t e z  
C o - c h a i r p e r s o n
C o a l i t i o n  of  A l a s k a n s  for C h o i c e / K e t c h i k a n  
P.O. B o x  9021 
K e t c h i k a n ,  A K  9 9901

©
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the / / y ^ -'4
committee name

committee on t _
bill/subject

, o f  t Z 'r r t  &

& ?.#■  t* *  s * * * * *  / f r *

< 2 ^ e  y i * 2 0 C 4  - ^ 6 >  c Z & * >  ^ 4  < ^ * ! 4 & * 4 4 4 L^

i!t A t , % L  r * * - ^  ^  - « ^ e .

Signed:
Testifier

RepresentingjOptlgrfSl)
$ ^ 7 !C f̂ dy6C .£?-

Address
J j ? * T

Phone No.

9/86 Liglilttlv* Information Orttce

< 3 > ‘.
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APR 25 '91 11:00 LEG. AFFAIRS - KODIAK

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the M  Ucd f l 6 n ^  S o c ia l  j tW /f r5
committee namej 11 w h i i i m m c t c  n a m e

fj0 ^ ^ f-frf^ V y1& -V - . H g i n H  QpR.lL, Z<5 M!committee on
bill/subject

Representing (Optional)
■ffox 2 6

Address 

Phone No.

9/A0 Lwjislallve Information Ollict
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the House h . e . s . s , Comm ittee
committee name

comm lttes nn ._HB26S- P r i v a c y ,^  4-25-91_________________
bill/subject

jSa-^'s H-&-̂8 . ^
^ f U  i ^ A A ^ i L ,  w >  'r M -

^  ^  Lp lMjp

Signed: 
Testifier \

Representing (Optional) 
g i f t  ^

Address
* 7 0 ? -  ^ 0 ? -  9 - 3 ^
Phone No.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the $  ~
Pepr^oc.-LV-e . / y

J J .fi i f f ,  '  dated  iJ s - r /U -------committee o n  u J s * ------
bill/subject

x  ^  r / . « y  J . iJ *  i ! f {  * * j  X  / ' “■ * J*

hm  j* >is{ w , v A y ,  x  t»u  j--" " J j *<■ J  *y V 4*
i ,/ • « « .  A . j  * „ / , ■ )  * yA y i i * r  •■>' * J >  • " * "  ‘ 3  / A ,  J L f

A a //rU ^  AV«W H it J tfi h  ft *■>,'- f i .  <>*»}***«>
JtXht! pftm~Jr>-iJy * Jt r  Jp Y V * /  YV-m- ~fo 2*.
&rt>n *. t  •tli. M ^7

*7JL ary *■<**+’) *i* Aav<- fix )y assumes

~fo 't/Li- -/V"f hf̂ “» 'Vt'A'" 7c JT /TA/v fri/l Av<~ t  *AiJd *  yrfi
7 .J—fiamm&am \

X  7<c>~f- p y -rf64*)'/ *r7r*-l /fifart'Oy 7  k. A 7r±7i ,~P f A y f e  f/L -
yit-v  -f/xy *&V 'AXy /if-J jU-<y» X  7/v< Aci >* t

6*4. jfjcrSd* 7  kj ./*> *? ̂ 7 UiJ 7*f/ fXy 7*'7 Jaa-h ycjj)' i< 7  /\yyn.r9*))y
>*"*- A <ŷ - <tv//ur^A^ 3 >v i^W nr. ■-. AfJ fig-}- 7\r(_y/*H J  />S/)4~ w»/y
Art hftrxi t* y))M̂ 7ay ~̂ r,̂ >"4 t  An 7 i> t» 7 ‘7~tm

fly  fiw* totJAsr s t i i  Ajkrtt** » t * /J  7a^  Ju*» Af~/ ^  ^/kJJ
f/H. AkJ *y s>sA* /rtt/4.Jt JXy <r*~ „ ,v  M 7  ^  j  f*J
'Ja jp £/tY*- , Aft if y**r Antxr' pryt»r 4>tJy bill J>i„ vir*^^ K"̂i4' /,h" J*"1 V< At\c*r y (»m /

JL. ,,,1+  / .  fir **J ‘lJsy*- **•"'' ’7 f/ A *Jtr' i t
^  j r .  —  * *  *  ^  • "J ifi///

Signed'. X & X X  &A ^ SS.  --------Testifier

Representing (Optional)
J x  1/07-0 ' AM  T'ft/s—

Address
f  i o  7 )  n  7 -  z . y / 1

Phone No.

9/06 Lagislaiivo Information Office
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TO:

Office - (907) 486-8116 
J u n e a u  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e

Fax - (907) 480-5264

ATTN:,
F R O M :

FAX:

K O D I A K

I N S T R U C T I O N S :  W r i t t e n  T e s t i m o n y  f o r  t / c  # 9 1 - 0 4 - 1 2 6

_PHQNE:. 

P H O N E :

S E N T :  D a t e ________________   T i m e  4 - 2 5 - 9 1

D I S P O S A L  O F  O R I G I N A L :  D i s c a r d ^ . ________________H o l d  f o r  Pickup^

N U M B E R  O F  P A G E S : (N 0 T  c o u n t i n g  c o v e r  s h e e t )

T R A N S M I T T E D  BY:
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FSYNC,

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the t t a u s * .  / / - S L F  
committee name

committee on !~ f-8  ^  f a  ̂  , dated  / __________
bill/subject

T h i s  b i l l  is o b j e c t i o n a b l e  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of its 
l a n g u a g e  b u t  a l s o  f o r  its i n t e n t  a n d  t h e  p r o - a b o r t i o n  m e n t a l i t y  is 
b a s e d .  B y  r e p e a l i n g  A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 0 1 0 ,  h o s p i t a l s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  o p p o s e  
a b o r t i o n  o n  d e m a n d  on  m o r a l  g r o u n d s  a n d  fe e l  t h e y  c a n n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
o r  p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  a b o r t i o n i s t  w o u l d  l o s e  a l l  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  
l i a b i l i t y ,  A s  t h e  l a w  s t a n d s  now, n o  h o s p i t a l  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  t o  h e l p  
t h e  a b o r t i o n s  k i l l  b a b i e s  n o r  c a n  be  h e l d  l i a b l e  f o r  r e f u s i n g  to v i o l a t e  
t h e  m o s t  d e e p  f e l t  s i n c e r e  c o n v i c t i o n s .  W h y  d o  y o u  w a n t  t o  f o r c e  p e o p l e  
a n d  h o s p i t a l s  t o  c h o s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  l i t i g a t i o n  o r  p o s s i b l e  l o s s  
o f  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in. w h a t ,  t o  t h e m ,  is a m u r d e r ?  W h y  do  
y o u  w a n t  t o  f o r c e  p r o - l i f e  h o s p i t a l s ,  n u r s e ,  a n d  d o c t o r s  to  j o i n  i n  s u c h  
h o r r i b l e  d e e d s ?

It is  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p a l l i n g  t h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o  k e e p  p a r e n t s  in t h e  
d a r k  w h e n  it c o m e s  t o  t h e i r  m i n o r  d a u g h t e r  f a c i n g  d a n g e r o u s  s u r g e r y  t h a t  
c o u l d  l e a v e  h e r  s t e r i l i z e d ,  p a r a l y z e d  or  d e a d .  I ' d  l i k e  to  c i t e  t h e  
c a s e  o f  13 y e a r  o l d  D a w n  Rav'enell w h o  d i e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  an a b o r t i o n  at 
t h e  E a s t e r n ' s  W o m e n  C e n t e r  in M a n h a t t a n  in 198 5, S h e  w a s  21 w e e k s  
p r e g n a n t  w h e n  h e r  b a b y  w a s  a b o r t e d  a n d  h e r  p a r e n t s  n e v e r  e v e n  k n e w  s h e  
w a s  p r e g n a n t  u n t i l  t h a  h o s p i t a l  c a l l e d  to  s a y  s h e  w a s  in  a coma. T h e  
p a r e n t s  h a v e  s i n c e  r e c e i v e d  a $1 m i l l o n  p l u s  j u d g e m e n t  f o r  n e g l i g e n t  
d e a t h  f r o m  t h e  a b o r t i o n  m i l l ,  Y o u r  b i l l  w o u l d  a l l o w  s u c h  t h i n g s  to 
o c c u r  h e r e .  O u r  c h i l d r e n  c a n ' t  g o  o n  a f i e l d  t r i p  to t h e  fi r e  s t a t i o n  
o r  e v e n  g e t  a n  a s p i r i n  w i t h o u t  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  y e t  y o u  w a n t  
t o  k e e p  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  d a r k  w h e n  the l i f e  of  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  a n d  
g r a n d c h i l d  is on t h e  line. H o w  c a n  y o u  b e  f o r  s u c h  n o n s e n s e ?  Y o u  
s h o u l d  a m e n d  t h e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  b i l l  t o  m a k e  it a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  
f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  as  t h e  s t a t e  of M i n n e s o t a  h a s  d o ne. W h e n  t h e i r  l a w  
w a s  i n  e f f e c t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a 37% d e c r e a s e  in t e e n  p r e g n a n c y  f r o m  1 9 8 1 -  

1 9 8 6 *

Signed:
Testifier ~

Representing (Optional)l e n u n y  /

IL Se h'e ' f  /-
Address 

Phone No,

9/86 Legislative Information Office
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A s  l o n g  as 7. h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  d a n g e r  of s o - c a l l e d  s a f e  a n d  l e g a l  
a b o r t i o n s ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s p e a k  o n  t h e  c a s e  o f  S u s a n n e  L o g a n  w h o  is 
c u r r e n t l y  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  p a r a l y z e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a " s a f e "  a b o r t i o n  
a t  t h e  H i l l v i e w  W o m e n ' s  M e d i c a l  S u r g i c a l  C e n t e r  i n  M a r y l a n d ,  T h e  C B S  60 
M i n u t e s  p r o g r a m  a i r e d  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a c e  j u s t  la s t  w e e k  and 
it w a s  t r u l y  a p p a l l i n g ,  P e r h a p s  t h e  w o r s e  a s p e c t  w a s  t h a t  t h i s  c l i n i c  
is s t i l l  in o p e r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  M a r y l a n d  h a s  r e c e n t l y  a d o p t e d  t h e  s a m e  
s o r t  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  t h i s  b i l l  p u r p o s e s .  T h e y  h a v e  no  e f f e c t i v e  laws 
o n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  a b o r t i o n  c l i n i c s .  T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  t h a t  
the_ Dept, o f  H H S  a d o p t  n o  r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  c o s t  o r  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a b o r t i o n  m e a n s  t h a t  n o t  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  r e a s o n a b l e  or  
a c h i e v a b l e  r e g u l a t i o n  is p o s s i b l e ,  M s  L o g a n  w a s  p a r a l y z e d  b e c a u s e  no 
a n t i d o t e  f o r  h e r  a n e s t h e s i a  w a s  i n  t h e  c l i n i c  a n d  t h e  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  
e q u i p m e n t  w a s  b r o k e n .  S i m p l e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s u c h  as t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  in 
p r a c t i c e  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  u n d e r  H B 2 8 6  s i n c e  t h a t  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  cost. 
R a t h e r  m a k e  a b o r t i o n  safer, t h i s  b i l l  m a k e s  it m o r e  d a n g e r o u s .

O n  a b r o a d e r  v i e w  of  t h i s  issue, I ' d  l i k e  f o r  y o u  t o  t h i n k  b a c k  to 
a b o u t  140 o r  150 y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  a p r a c t i c e  as e v i l  as a b o r t i o n  w a s  in 
o u r  land, t h e  e n s l a v e m e n t  of b l a c k  A f r i c a n - a m e r i c a n s . T h e  l o g i c  o f  the 
s l a v e o w n e r  a n d  t h e  a b o r t i o n i s t  is a m a z i n g l y  p a r a l l e l ,  s l a v e  o w n e r s  
c l a i m e d  & r i g h t  t o  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  a b o r t i o n  s u p p o r t e r s  
c l a i m  a r i g h t  o f  p r i v a t e  c h o i c e ,  t h e  u n b o r n  a n d  b l a c k  p e o p l e  h a v e  b o t h  
b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  as s o m e t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  f u l l y  h u m a n  u n d e r  t h e  law, u n d e r  
t h e  F u g i t i v e  S l a v e  A c t  e a c h  p e r s o n  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y ,  n o  m a t t e r  if 
t h e y  w h e r e  a n t i -  o r  p r o - s l a v e r y  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  
s l a v e  o w n e r s  r i g h t s  b u t  a c t u a l l y  h a d  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  in 
t h e  r e t u r n  o f  e s c a p e d  slaves. T h i s  b i l l  is t h e  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
F u g i t i v e  S l a v e  A c t  b e c a u s e  l i k e  s l a v e r y  a b o r t i o n  is b a s e d  on a r a c i s t  
v i e w  o f  a c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n  of o u r  p o p u l a t i o n .  Y o u  c a n  n o t  e m b r a c e  t h e  
l a n g u a g e  o r  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  w i t h o u t  e m b r a c i n g  a r a c i s t  v i e w  o f  the 
u n b o r n  child.

O n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  t e l e - c o n f e r e n c e  of  t h i s  b i l l ,  I n o t i c e d  one 
t h i n g  i t s  s u p p o r t e r s  h a v e  in c o m m o n .  T h e y  h a v e  a l l  h a d  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  be 
b o rn. C h o i c e  o n  a n y  i s s u e  o n l y  h a s  v a l u e  if t h e  o n e  m o s t  a f f e c t e d  has 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c h o o s e .
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aRchOiocese of anchoRaqe
225 Cor&ova •  anchORAive, Alaska 99501

907/258-7898 •  fa \ :  907/279-3885

Office of the Archbishop

A p r i l  2 5 ,  1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L i n c o l n

T h e  t w o  d i s c o n n e c t s  a t  A n c h o r a g e  m a d e  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  m e t o  w a i t  l o n g e r  
t o  t e s t i f y  d u r i n g  t o d a y ' s  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  268 .

I s u b m i t  m y  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  a n d  will  s e n d  a m o r e  l e n g t h y  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  

b i l l  l a t e r .

T h i s  is n o t  a b il l  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  r u s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

q - F r a n c i s  T .  J W r l e y  /
A r c h b i s h o p  o f  A n c h o / 'a g e
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Testimony
House Committee on Health, Education and Social Services

April 25, 1991
My name is  Francis T. Hurley. I am the Catholic Archbishop of

Anchorage, a position 1 have held for 16 of my 21 years in Alaska.
I express my appreciation to you for the opportunity to address you on

the proposed b i l l  pertaining to abortion, HB 268.
My personal position against abortion as a c itizen  and as Archbishop is 

known to those who have read the various a r t ic le s  I have had printed in our
lo ca l papers. I need not retravel that ground here.

Today I make two points.
The f i r s t  is  my critique of HB 268, I o ffe r a few observations here 

about i t .  A written more extensive critique w ill be sent la te r . The second 
point pertains to what appears to me to be for leg is la tors an irresponsible
approach to an extremely v o la t ile  issue on which citizens of this state are
deeply divided.

B rie fly  on the b i l l !  I f  this b i l l  were to pass through the leg islature
and be made the law of the sta te , i t  would be the most extreme in the United
States, going far beyond Roe -  Wade. I t  would je tt ison  parental consent, 
the conscience clause chat protects hosp ita ls , even the very limited 
re s tr ic tion s  of Roe -  Wade. It would be abortion on demand for any reason
whatsoever. It  would wipe out the rights of many other people, le t  alone
the right to l i f e  of the unborn ch ild . Because of its  obvious intent, i f  
put into practice , this b i l l  would be to the leg is la tive  process what the 
coat-hangar is  to the back-alley abortion, the hook that would bring about 
the abortion no matter what other damage might be done to the rest of the 
body p o l i t ic .

In my opinion and from the a rtic le s  and po lls  I have read about the 
attitudes and convictions of people on abortion, th is b i l l  f a i l s  to ta lly  to 
acknowledge the spectrum of attitudes and convictions among our people.

This brings me to my second point, I do not think that such an extreme 
b i l l ,  as th is i s ,  is  a responsible approach to formulating good public 
po licy .

I t  might be that my necessarily rapid perusal of th is leg is la tion  
leaves me with an impression that unfairly characterizes this b i l l .  But che 
fact of the matter is  that l i t t l e  advance notice was given of this 
leg is la tion  or the hearings. Furthermore, I  have reason to question ju s t  
how much public notice was given to th is b i l l  and this hearing. Bishop 
Michael Kaniecki o f Fairbanks is presently v is itin g  v illages along the 
Yukon. On the phone yesterday he was to ta lly  surprised by che existence of 
the b i l l  and said that as far as he knew no one knew of i t  out there in the 
v illag es . He was sure that i f  i t  were generally known, his people would 
have asked him about i t .

B i s h o p  K a n i e c k i  j o i n s  m e  i n  o p p o s i n g  t h i s  b i l l .
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I know many of you leg is la to rs  and respect you as responsible 
representatives of the people. You have shown this in many issues in which 
I am personally involved. So, i f  I am mistaken in my characterization of 
this b i l l ,  I apologize. Perhaps I should express myself th is way: On this
b i l l  some leg is la to rs  have rea lly  blown i t .

My appeal to you is  that you approach this question from the stance of 
formulating good public policy that respects and acknowledges the rights of 
everyone affected by abortion including the circumstances that push people 
to se lect abortions. This b i l l  is so biased, so insensitive to the
legitimate and conscientious concerns of our general population that i t  w ill
never foster the kind of debate and dialogue that w ill lead to good public 
policy . Too long the public arguments about abortion have been verbal 
shouting matches and demonstrations. I t  can be otherwise and in the state
leg is la tu re i t  should be otherwise. I t  is  my hope and prayer that the
Alaska leg is la tu re  can set a high standard for formulating public policy on 
a pub licly v o la t ile  issue. This b i l l  w ill never serve as a springboard for 
such a high standard.

Thank you for your time.
With your permission I w ill submit a written critique at a la ter date.



/  l i  I V A* %J I « •*».

Date : April 25, 1991

To: Rep. Georgianna Lincoln
House HESS Chair

F rom : Marge Hays, President
League of Women Voters Alaska (LWVAK)

Re: Senate B ill 249

The League of Women Voters of Alaska met at the sta tew ide
convention th is past weekend, and in th e ir directions to the board, 
asked tha t I w r ite  immedia te ly in support of S 249.

The League strong ly fee ls tha t women are en title d to make th e ir own 
choices regarding abortion. Women in low income s itua tio ns 
should not be deprived of th is option. In add ition , Medicade should 
not be w ith -h e ld fo r those needing financ ia l assistance in th is 
priva te matte r.

We have a National LWV position which has been the basis fo r active 
lobbying in the U.S. congress concerning th is issue.

We strong lu uroe uou to suDDort th is h ill in its  en tirp tn

Thank you.
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.•7 ^ 0  Sc\m£. effort- A iaY  yci^ c e .jy reS cA 'A  lifz jS k<\K)<L. Ytf't)** ̂ oyneoto€_ u?A?
tUcXcl ejioost ~h fall y o t t * y - -  wouloC if i- I A. levels Yc .se jjje rY  

*. m uKc/eror W s  VA*f . t , ' y e .f U c *  iU. rid * , Is MM5an W
you . do*C"f C&Y\Sid*j~ W ^ , A I

7 T)kS b, // CtfX/y-etc/ids t / W f  /n A .  'fi rsY  ^ i/e e . /mcs j &di)oc*it*iy «<?
^ o l l ^ V ' r t v r ' ^ X f '  ( n ) U i l < - ' oY YA_ a c i O o £ < d I I C A i o f

r-zJiCp QSSiS'fan.CX— , "TAnY CC^t^ly /S sJoOeyywHt'Tf i«l0vl\Jz.Wiê l'~̂ 7̂ tcd]
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My position Is pro-choice. It Is not for or against abortion. My personal feelings about abortion, about 

whether It Is right or wrong, whether the procedure Is killing a baby or removing foreign tissue has no 

place In the discussion of what Is a very personal Individual decision about a procedure that Is now 

legal and should remain so.

I am a realist. I know that whether or not abortion Is legal, they will continue to take place. Those 

women who can afford them will have them, legal or not. Those who can’t afford them will have to 

depend on the willingness of the system to provide them. Unfortunately there are those who will use 

their hold on the purse strings to enforce their will on others. They know how powerful Is that control, 

and sadly, so do many other women In this country.

Why must this be about power and oontrol? Why must women and the children they are forced to bear 

suffer because of the willfulness of those In power? Wouldn't It be better to use that power for health 

and education of those who are here?

Right now we are hearing the complaints about the cost of the educational system, the health and 

welfare system, even the highways and housing In this state. I don't understand why, at the same time 

those complaints are being volcad, women are being told they must bear the child they feel unable and 

unwilling to bring Into this world.

Somehow that sounds to me like giving birth to a child Is a sort of punishment for sexual activity 

deemed Inappropriate by aome. A  scarlet latter, an "Illegitimate" child, You want to dance, honey, 

you're going to have to pay the piper.

Oh yes, we hear about the lack of children available for adoption. Are we saying these pregnant 

women are baby factories? Can't we understand that once they have carried the baby to term, they will 

want to keep It? It often Isn't lack of love or caring that brings women to the need of an abortion. It 

may be lack of support from family, friends, spouse, It may be any combination of things bringing the 

woman to what Is e vary personal decision.

And that brings this statement right back to where I started, Abortion Is and must remain, a very 

personal decision. It must be available to all women In this state, regardless of their ability to pay. And 

those of us not able to bear children, or not likely to, have no business Involving ourselves In other 

people's decisions.

Martha (Martlo) Rozkydal

P.O. Box 400 

Palmer, AK 89645

M I T  T A L M

NO. OF 

PAQE8

746-2220, daytime
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Signed: J -

Testifier

Representing (Optional) j

I c ^ ^ -  4 X 6  »  M £r-  l/ Jav i/y  , M . 9?i?7
Address \

 ’  .

Phone No, ^



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to t h e     ‘ 
committee name

committee on Houso b ix i_  ho. 2 6 8 _______ ( dated .
bill/subject

I have care fu lly road th is B i l l and oan only wonder why any thinking 

person would object to i t .  I t  provides fo r keeping peace in a fam ily where 

parental domination is severe toward daughters. I t  also provides fo r keeping 

the government and its  agents out of the private lives of a ll oouples.

This B i l l provides fo r both medical and dental care in the s p ir i t 

of our new national governmental policy of being kinder and more gentle in 

a l l we do.

I muot commend members of both the House and Senate fo r th e ir

progressive stand in presenting theBo B il ls . Support fo r passage of the B ills
»

can be measured by deduoting the vocal few who object from the to ta l e lig ib le 

voters. ThiB message needs to be broadcast statewide so there w il l be pla in 

understanding of exactly what is stated in B i l l 268»

Signed: Mrs. Lois M. Knapp
Testifier
Myself, and a few friend*

Representing (Optional)
P .  Q .  B o x  2 ^ 2 .  H o u a t o n .  9 9 6 9 4

Address

.692 -  6304
Phone No. ^
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Piease enter into the record my testimony to the
^  committee name

committee on ^ ^  % dated ~
bill/subject

Testifier

Z 2 tk *.
Representing (Optional)nc y i e ^ c n u i i w  i v y w w n o j j     .  /

t / C J /  f t 6 4 4  f  flfJ L M & L

Address

1 2 * 4  7 . ^ - 3 3 5 7 .
Phone No.
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w o u l d  b e  a  b l i g h t  u p o n  t h e  « o n s » i e n « e  o f  A l a s k a .

E r n e s t  E .  L i n e  M a r l s  M . L i n e
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S M y I T  T  A  L

FAX#:.

M E M O



A P R  2 5  ' 9 1  1 2 : 4 9  L E G .  A F F A I R S  -  K E T C H I K A N

T E L E C O P Y  C O V E R  S H E E T
K e t c h i k a n  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e

Office • (907) 225*9675 Fax * (907) 225-8546
TO: 6 ^  (4e<re Oojwin/rrgsT_________  PAX: U lg -Z Sa , 4  PHONE:
FROM; U Q  _________________________________' PHONE:________

INSTRUCTIONS: l i k c W  leshnunu/ H& 2(o& - "V i 1 14 4  -12b

X . _________________   — _________________
Mw. ( s )  HSSS -

RECEIVED: Data_________ _______________________________
SENTT: Data 4  ~ Z 5 ^  I Tima l<5C>PM

DISPOSAL OF ORIGINAL: Discard Hold for Plckup__
NUMBER OF PAGES: . \Q ________   (Not counting cover shaat)
SENT BY:



A P R  2 5  ' 9 1  1 2 : 4 9  L E G .  A F F A I R S  -  K E T C H I K A N

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
c o m m l t t o a  n a m ©

committee on / 0 * . > ' g q L
bill/subject '

4?

■ - ( f a ______  *

A ~ huc^

U /" Too "

Signed: ) ( /  jJ A L U T ^ {jL i

wO&A CX-r.££.<Jp)
Representing (Optional) \ U ~ . . .

' / 2 ,2 l  n / a ^ L >  & o m J £ J .  J & fl) . M .. f y fc O i, / . ?  y y ^ r ,. » ~ r  r .n r,^ r -  ,....i T  ,r.~ t r u *

, Addresskoi\a^L 6*(\ XU**!**.
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u * * .  m .  0 * .  *W



A P R  2 5  ' 9 1  12:50 L E G .  A F F A I R S  -  K E T C H I K A N

HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE HEARING ON ■

HB-268, THE REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT 
THURSDAY, APRIL 25TH, 1991

TESTIMONY BY TERESA CREVXER REPRESENTING L . I . F .E .  INC.P .O . BOX 7962 
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901

TESTIMONY REQUESTED BY NIILO KOPONEN PRIMARY SPONSOR OF HB-268

GOOD MORNING, MY NAME IS  TERESA CREVIER. I'M A REGISTERED 
VOTER IN DISTRICT ONE -  KETCHIKAN AND I'M HERE TO SPEAK IN 
OPPOSITION TO HB-260, THE REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT.

MY OPPOSITION TO ABORTION ON DEMAND COMES FROM MY OWN CR IS IS  
PREGNANCY EXPERIENCE, FROM WORKING IN A LOCAL CRISIS PREGNANCY 
CENTER AS A LAY COUNSELER. AND THRU THAT SEEING FIRST HAND THE 
dbvaotatai om adort I ON mas HAJJ ON WOMEN AND MEN OF ALL AGES,
AND ALSO MY KNOWLEDGE OF THE ABORTION INDUSTRY ITSELF. THESE 
THREE COMPONENTS FIRMLY CONVINCE ME THAT ABORTION COMPOUNDS 
RATHER THAN SOLVES PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH A CRISIS 
PREGNANCY. THIS PRO-ABORTION LEGISLATION SEEKS TO MANDATE 
STATE FUNDED ABORTION TO LOW-INCOME WOMEN FOR ANY REASON AND 
ON "DEMAND". FURTHERMORE, IT MANDATES ABORTION AS AN 
ALTERNATE METHOD OF BIRTH CONTROL WHILE TAKING AWAY THE 
EXISTING RIGHT OF A HOSPITAL OR DOCTOR TO CONSCIENTIOUSLY 
OBJECT TO PARTICIPATE IN AN ABORTION. IT  ALSO ALLOWS STATE 
AGENCIES TO PROVIDE ABORTIONS FOR MINORS WITHOUT PARENTAL

/?\
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• * Consent , t h is  le g is la t io n  places the state of alaska in  great
FINANCIAL PERIL.

FINANCIAL RISK TO THE STATE COMES FROM FUNDING ABORTIONS TO
WOMEN, AND SPECIFICALLY ALLOWING MINORS TO HAVE A SERIOUS AND
DANGEROUS PROCEDURE AS ABORTION WITHOUT PARENTAL CONSENT.
ACCORDING TO A STUDY QUOTED FROM "ABORTED WOMEN, SILENT NO
MORE" DAVID REARDON, 1938:

74% OF ABORTING WOMEN HAVE PHYSICAL 
COMPLICATIONS.

6% HAVE HAD TOTAL HYSTERECTOMIES
8% REPORTED CERVICAL CANCER
6* HAD BLOCKED FALLOPIAN TUBES
9X HAD INFECTIONS
8X HAD CERVICAL INCOMPETENCE

16X HAD POST-OPERATIVE HEMORRHAGE
22% MISCARRIED A LATER WANTED CHILD

CARROL EVERTT. A PAST DIRECTOR OF 5 TEXAS ABORTION MILLS 
ADMITTED ON AN NATIONAL RADIO SHOW THAT 1 OUT OF 500 WOMEN 
HAVE SERIOUS PHYSICAL ABORTION-RELATED COMPLICATIONS.

ON SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST, 1991 THE TV NEWS SHOW 60 MINUTES 
BEGAN TO EXPOSE THE ABORTION INDUSTRY. IT  CENTERED ON THREE 
WOMEN WHO OBTAINED ABORTIONS AT THE HILLVIEW ABORTION CLINIC 
IN MARYLAND. ONE WOMAN DIED. ONE WOMAN IS-PARALYZED FOR L IFE , 
AND THE THIRD WOMAN WENT IN FOR AN ABORTION AND INSTEAD 
RECIEVED A TOTAL HYSTERECTOMY. 60 MINUTES WENT ON TO INTER­
VIEW A FEMALE "PRO-CHOICE" MARYLAND LEGISLATOR. SHE WAS

A
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APPALLED AT THE LACK OF REGULATIONS REQUIRED FOR THE ABORTION 
INDUSTRY. SHE TRIED TO INTRODUCE SAFETY AND HEALTH REQUIRE­
MENT LEGISLATION FOR ABORTION MILLS AND WAS FOUGHT TOOTH AND 
NAIL BY THE NATIONAL ABORTION RIGHTS LEAGUE, NATIONAL ORGAN­
IZATION OF WOMEN AND OTHER NATIONAL ABORTION RIGHTS ADOVATES.

t

THAT FEMALE "PRO-CHOICE” LEGISLATOR NOW BELIEVES BECAUSE OF 
HER FINDINGS —  AND THIS IS  A DIRECT QUOTE “THAT NOW ALL 
"PRO-CHOICE" ARGUMENTS ARE SUSPECT".

I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT ALL SPONSORS OF HB-268 WITNESS A 
1ST TRIMESTER DILATION AND CURETTAGE ABORTION, A 2ND TRIMESTER 
DILATION AND EVACUTION ABORTION, A SALINE OR (SALT POISIONING) 
ABORTION, A PROSTAGLANDIN ABORTION AND A 3RD TRIMESTER HYSTER- 
OTOMEY ABORTION. I RECOMMEND THIS BECAUSE OF THE LIABILITY 
YOU PLACE THE STATE IN WHEN A MINOR SEEKS A STATE FUNDED 
ABORTION WITHOUT PARENTAL CONSENT. THIS LEGISLATION EXPLOITS 
WOMEN, DISRUPTS PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND MANDATES THE STATE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE KILLING OF INNOCENT CHILDREN. WITHDRAW 
YOUR SUPPORT TO THIS OFFENSIVE B ILL . THANK YOU.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the H e a lth ,  E d u c a tio n  & S o c ia l S e rv ic e s ,
committee name

Finance •committee on HB- 2 6 8      dated V '1Q/91  ______________
bill/subject

I  s t r o n g ly  u rg e  passage o f  HB- 2 6 8  & SB-2Z+9 to  ensu re  p r o te c t io n  
o f  women's r i g h t s  to  a b o r t io n  and b i r t h  c o n t r o l .  A woman's a b i l i t y  to  
c o n t r o l  p re gnancy  has a d i r e c t  a f f e c t  on th e  q u a l i t y  o f  h e r l i f e  as 
w e l l  as t h a t  o f  any o f f s p r in g  she may b e a r . Any hope o f  ove rcom ing  
many o f  o u r s o c ia l  p rob lem s stems from  o u r c a p a b i l i t y  to  c o n t r o l  
r e p r o d u c t io n .

J u s t  as a woman has a r i g h t  to  p r e - n a ta l and p o s t - n a ta l  c a re , so 
s h o u ld  she be q u a ra n te e d  access to  a l l  ty p e s  o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l .  Each 
woman's c h e m is try  v a r ie s  & i t ' s  th e re fo re  im p e ra t iv e  t h a t  a l l  fo rm s ' o f  
h i  r f h  r . o n t r n l  b s  a v a i l a b l e  to  enab le  h e r to  choose one t h a t  i s  e f  fe s t iv e .

J u s t  as h a v in g  a c h i ld  i s  a p e rs o n a l c h o ice  w h ich  s h o u ld  s o le ly  be 
a d e c is io n  o f  th e  woman, so s h o u ld  be a b o r t io n .  A woman s h o u ld  n o t be 
s u b je c te d  t c  h u m i l ia t io n ,  m u t i la t io n  o r  p o s s ib le  d e a th  by b e in g  fo rc e d  to  
seek i l l e g a l  a b o r t io n  because o f  la c k  o f  fu n d in g  f o r  a b o r t io n s  th ro u g h ' 
M e d ic a id  o r  g e n e ra l r e l i e f  m e d ic a l a s s is ta n c e .  C hoos ing  a b o r t io n  i s  an 
in te n s e ly  p e rs o n a l d e c is io n  w h ich  can and- s h o u ld  u l t im a t e l y  be d e c id e d  
b y  th e  woman h e r s e l f .  O fte n  i t  i s  a t ra g e d y  f o r  a woman to  have to  make 
t h i s  d e c is io n  due to  e conom ics , b u t i t  i s  a ls o  a t ra g e d y  f o r  a woman to  
be fo rc e d  to  c a r r y  a p regnancy  to  te rm , o f te n  th r e a te n in g  h e r  a b i l i t y  
to  p ro v id e  f o r  h e r s e l f ,  o r f o r c in g  h e r to  d is c o n t in u e  h e r  e d u c a t io n  
w h ich  i s  th e  m a jo r  f a c t o r  i n  h e r a b i l i t y  to  p ro v id e  adequa te  ca re  to  
a f a m i ly .

I  t h in k  HB-268 and SB-2J+9 a re  w e l l - t h o u g h t  and w r i t t e n  b i l l s  • 
t h a t  shou ld - be s u p p o r te d  and passed . Women m u s t'h a ve  th e  r i g h t  to  
commence, p re v e n t ,  c o n t in u e  o r  te rm in a te  a p re g n a c y , w h ich  i s  a m a tte r  
o f  p ro fo u n d  p e rs o n a l c h o ic e . A woman's r i g h t  to  a b o r t io n  s h o u ld  n o t be' 
h in d e re d  by h e r  econom ic s ta tu s .

Signed: J i l l  D o b ryd n ia
T estlf ler /

I  am a member o f  w le C o a l i t io n  o f  A lfk a n s  f o r  C ho lce -K e tc h ik a n , 
Representing (Optional)t e s t i f y i n g  as an i n d i v id u a l

P . 0 . Box 653. Ward Covs. AK 00028
Address

£ ^ ? - g ; ? 0 7   _____________________________________

Phone No.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on Z i 9 —  , dated ^
bill/subjectbill/subject
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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committee name
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0 ^ n o ( x J  O -n /u . u K A A  > a
^ jJ ijU tA Y ^ L C u  0 -0 - 3 *  ~ h o ^ (.^ C u ^ /S l a / w £  Cu * y^  tS & L a  v T > W

d M J ju i a  M iy r *  J x  o U ^ y y ^ £ ^ <)§  / W v  i ^ C r r r ^ J
b A  y y i& t j v n o h  j£ o J c ~ * ^  o u y t & A j M r i M u J H X L t c t e  u >̂ 0yn xL ^ '
C /L  S Y Y 'C L ^  ,  > ^ y  C X ^ C  u 7  C ^ L A V  A t > L t .  J 6 U 0  a & t C l/  S A J jL o i

C & >  J u x p X n ^ h U r L .( i * * 1  - p Y  r / f u ^ 3  0 4  <3' ^  « • /

e r ^  ' ° ‘ u i ' ^ '  c u U «  W ® ~ =  Q A ^ p y u g ^

a M v t U r ^ - y *  H t O v J u .  o u J - , & h a ^ c U ^ t c t u j  c t o & ^ L P

^O'izVV oC*v. a-nc/ lAj* f f ' / J
MjU s W ; W a  6U/*ae,f> ipTnaj ay j^ i  U*P<-. ^

^ o u / m A t .  t f f  is t » U IU * 4  o U ^ L p a ^ o ,
\ [ y _ t p l a o u ^  n c r v . P L * .  &

Signed:
Testifier

\& MbuC?t 'jd c r t.a -.')

Representing (Optional)
&0 £>?A S.Tona^s M-ocj .  ̂ fan, Aic. ?7 ffl/
'.Address ^  ^

^ T l - g ^ j r r  ^ 0  3  /____________________

Phor.e No.

9/98 Ugiilitivt Infomitlon Oftte*



A P R  2 9  ' 9 1  1 3 : 0 9  L E G .  A F F A IR S  -  K E T C H IK A N

T E L E C O P Y  C O V E R  S H E E T  
K e t c h i k a n  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e

Office • (907) 225-9871 Fax -(807) 221-8545
T O i A k e S S  e w r g ____________________________________________ F A X : f ^ - J / « £ _ P H O N B : -----------------------------

F R O M : tdn Lid  P H O N E :  __________________________

INSTRUCTIONS: leshm ny ti&n f t  teen Matmm ak a  f><x 4> Me

RECEIVED: D*te___________________  Tlm«___________
SENT: Date Time__________ _

DISPOSAL OF ORIG INAL . Dlicard  Hold for Pickup___
NUMBER OF PAGES: Zj____________ _  ( N o t  c o u n t i n g  c o v e r  s h e e t )

SENT BY: ________________



A P R  2 9  ' 9 1  1 3 : 0 9  L E G .  A F F A I R S  -  K E T C H I K A N
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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1551 Farmers Loop 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 
29 April. 1991

Hon. Ben Grussendorf
Alaska State House of Representatives
Box V
Juneau. A laska 9 9 8  H  

Dear Rep. Grussendorf;

This letter is in support of HB 268. Surveys show that most Alaskans favor 
women's right to choice in reproductive decisions without interference by 
the State. 1 am appalled that a noisy minority may"be able to impose its 
religious opinion against that right to choose on the majority. HB 268 is 
aimed at protecting the right of choice for all women, but particularly 
protects the rights of the disadvantaged tn enjoy equal justice which is in 
jeopardy when the writing and amending of regulations is left to the Lt. 
Governor.

Soliciting the views of women on this question will not result in receiving 
opinions from the women whose rights are most threatened (whn rarely 
vocalize their views); the poor and otherwise disadvantaged; tfiosewho 
may be impaired by drugs or alcohol; and the very young. Representative 
government is designed to protect these people. I hope you will see your 
responsibility to them and support HB 268.

Sincerely,

Ruth G. Benson



T e s t i m o n y  B e f o r e  H o u s e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

b y  L a u r y  R o b e r t s  S c a n d l i n g  

A p r i l  2 5 .  1 9 9 1  

( n o t  d e l i v e r e d  o r a l l y  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  t i m e )

M y  n a m e  i s  L a u r y  R o b e r t s  S c a n d l i n g .  I a m  a  f u l l t i m e  s t u d e n t  a n d  

h o m e m a k e r  i n  J u n e a u .  I w a s  b o m  a n d  r a i s e d  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  a m  t h e  

m o t h e r  o f  t w i n s .  I a m  s p e a k i n g  f o r  m y s e l f  a s  a  c o n s u m e i  o f  s e v e r a l  

r e p r o d u c t i v e  c h o i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m o t h e r h o o d ,  a n d ,  p e r h a p s ,  I a m  

s p e a k i n g  f o r  t h e  w o m e n  y o u  w o n ' t  h e a r  f r o m :  t h e  A l a s k a n  w o m a n  w h o  

d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  v o i c e  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  n o r  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a  

c r i s i s  p r e g n a n c y .

I d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  n e w  t h a t  o n e  c a n  s a y  e i t h e r  i n  

s u p p o r t  o r  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  m e a s u r e s  a s s u r i n g  r e p r o d u c t i v e  p r i v a c y .  

A b o r t i o n  i s  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  i s s u e  t h a t  t e a r s  a t  t h e  c o n s c i e n c e  o f  e a c h  o f  

u s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  o u r  p o s i t i o n .  O u r  b e l i e f s  a r e  h e l d  d e a r l y ,  a s  w e l l  t h e y  

s h o u l d  b e .

A s  a  w o m a n  a n d  m o t h e r ,  I r e s p e c t ,  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  s y m p a t h i z e  

w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  o p p o s e  a b o r t i o n ,  f o r  w h a t e v e r  r e a s o n .  I j u s t  

h a p p e n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  m a k e  t h a t  c h o i c e  f o r  

e v e r y o n e .

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  m e a s u r e  i s  n o t  a b o u t  p e r m i t t i n g  a b o r t i o n ,  

a c c e s s  t o  w h i c h  w a s  u p h e l d  b y  t h e  U . S .  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  1 8  y e a r s  a g o .  

N o r  i s  it a b o u t  c h o o s i n g  w h e r e  o u r  t a x e s  d o l l a r s  g o .  It i s  a b o u t  e n s u r i n g  

t h a t  t h e  w i l l  o f  s o m e  w i l l  n o t  p e n a l i z e  o t h e r s  f o r  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  o r  

o t h e r  r e a s o n s .

I a m  r e m i n d e d  o f  a  s t o r y  I u n c o v e r e d  a b o u t  t e n  y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  I 

w a s  a  r e p o r t e r .  A n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  b e n e f i t s  d i v i s i o n  

u n i l a t e r a l l y  a n d  s e c r e t l y  r e m o v e d  a b o r t i o n  a s  a  c o v e r e d  h e a l t h  

i n s u r a n c e  o p t i o n  f o r  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s .  O n c e  h i s  a c t i o n  b e c a m e  p u b l i c  

t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  o r d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t  b e  r e i n s t a t e d .

T h i s  s t o r y  i l l u s t r a t e s  w h a t  I f i n d  m o s t  f r i g h t e n i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  bill: 

t h a t  it m u s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a t  all, t h a t  o n e  m a n  b e l i e v e s  s o  s t r o n g l y  i n  

h i s  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  h e  w i l l  u s e  p o l i t i c a l  m e a n s  t o  i m p o s e  t h a t  

v i s i o n  u p o n  e v e r y o n e .

C o n t r a r y  t o  a n  o f t - h e a r d  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  h a v e  

n o t  d e l i v e r e d  a  m a n d a t e .  T w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  l a s t  N o v e m b e r  

w e r e  f o r  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  f a v o r e d  c h o i c e .

S o ,  w h e n  t h e  c l a m o r  b e c o m e s  d e a f e n i n g ,  k e e p  t h i s  i n  m i n d :  

A l a s k a n s  d o  n o t  w a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  m a k i n g  t h e  m o s t  p e r s o n a l  o f  

c h o i c e s  f o r  t h e m .

I f i n d  it i r o n i c  t h a t  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  e l e c t e d  o n  p l a t f o r m  o f  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  f r o m  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s n ' t  h e e d  it  w h e n  it c o m e s  t o  

c o n t r o l l i n g  r e p r o d u c t i v e  c h o i c e .

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c l o s e  b y  t h a n k i n g  t h e  m a n y  c o s p o n s o r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  f o r  s t a n d i n g  u p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .  W h i l e  I 

b e l i e v e  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  s e c t i o n  o n  p a r e n t a l  

c o n s e n t ,  t h e  b i l l  r i g h t l y  c o d i f i e s  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

T O :  A l l  c o s p o n s o r s

&
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  
C o m m i t t e e  C o - C h a i r w o m a n  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

RE: H o u s e  B i l l  268

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L i n c o l n :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  2 6 8 . w h i c h  
w i l l  p r o t e c t  a w o m a n ' s  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e  a b o r t i o n .  I d o  n o t  
w a n t  a r a d i c a l  g r o u p  of f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  f o r c i n g  t h e i r  
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  o n  t h e  p u b l i c  t h r o u g h  f o r c e  o f  law. T h e r e  
a r e  a l r e a d y  t o o  m a n y  u n w a n t e d  c h i l d r e n  in t h e  w o r l d  w h o  a r e  
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  n e g l e c t  a n d  abu s e .  T h e  f o c u s  s h o u l d  b e  on  
h o w  t o  b e t t e r  c a r e  f o r  t h e m  i n s t e a d  of b r i n g i n g  s t i l l  m o r e  
u n w a n t e d  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d .  I b e l i e v e  m o s t  o f  t h e  
s o c i a l  a n d  g l o b a l  p r o b l e m s  w e  a r e  f a c i n g ,  s u c h  as  p o l l u t i o n /  
g l o b a l  w a r m i n g ,  d r u g  abuse, a n d  i n c r e a s e d  c r i m e ,  a r e  d u e  t o  
o v e r - p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of  o u r  s o c i e t y  t o  t a k e  
c a r e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  a l r e a d y  exist. T h e  t i m e  h a s  c o m e  t o  
f o c u s  o n  q u a l i t y  of l i f e  i n s t e a d  of q u a n t i t y  of  life.

E v e r y  c h i l d  s h o u l d  b e  a w a n t e d  child. I t  is a w o m a n ' s  
p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e  to  d e c i d e  h o w  s h e  d e a l s  w i t h  a n  u n w a n t e d  
p r e g n a n c y ,  a n d  it s h o u l d  r e m a i n  h e r  o w n  c h o i c e — n o  o n e  
e l s e ' s .  Ag a i n ,  p l e a s e  s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  2 6 8 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

V i c k i  R e n t m e e s t e r  
4 8 7 0 0  E a s t  R o a d  
H o m e r ,  A K  9 9603
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FflH #465 -2652
Uoice #  465-3732 /  #465 -4 923

Co-Chairman o f HESS (Hea lth Educational Social Sendees)
Georgionna Lincoln

HB #268 - REPRODUCTIUE PRIUACY ACT

Please hold more pub lic hea rings on th is u ito l issue o f HB #268. 
Hbortion is a horrendous o lte m a tlu e  to rep roduc tiue re spons ib ility .

R espec tfu lly ,

M u rie l M. House 
Alaskan Uoter

FflH #349 -4495 
Uoice #344 -2398

2307 HIE. 74th Huenue 
Anchorage, AK 99507



Fax #465-2652
Voice #465-3732/#465-4923
Co-Chairman of HESS (Health Educational Social Services)Geurgianna Lincoln

HB #268 - REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT

I urge the committee to hold more public hearings on this vital Issue of HB #268, Without 
adequate public hearings, the committee vN have to come to a decision with only a small input 
from tire citizens of Alaska, This Issue potential touches every Alaskan famiy; therefore, It 
Is only correct to alkw time for every Alaskan family to voice their concerns over this pending

Sincerely,

Linda D, Arden 
Alaskan Voter

Fax #349-4495 
Voice #349-8479

7333 Bern Street 
Anchorage, AK 99507



To: T h e  s p o n s o r  a n d  all c o s p o n s o r s  of  H B  2 6 8 / S B 2 4 9

From: Concerned cons titu en ts

LLIe, the unders igned are deep ly d is tressed by you r 
sponsorship o f HB 268 and companion SB 249, the lib e ra liz a tio n 
o f Rlaskan s ta tu te s rega rd ing abo rtion .

UJe find the prou is ions o f the Bill to be unconscionab le . Rt 
a m in im um , its prou is ions m ill serue to crea te a r i f t be tw een 
pa ren ts and th e ir daugh te rs and th e re b y underm ine fam ily u n ity . 
To belieue th a t you r cons titu ency w an ts to see the s ta te usurp 
the ro le and a u th o r ity o f pa ren ts in the fam ily is a blind and 
unsubs tan tia te d assum ption on yo u r pa rt.

To fu r th e r assume th a t Alaska res iden ts wou ld w illin g ly 
ded ica te s ta te ta x do lla rs fo r the pe rfo rm ance o f abo rtion 
causes us to question you r qua lif ic a tio n s to hold public o ffic e .

Abortion is a grieuous crim e aga ins t unborn ch ild ren . Your 
Bill only serues to exace rba te the crim e by making culpab le all 
pa rtie s inuolued inc lud ing the m o th e r o f the ch ild as w e ll as the 
hosp ita l and s ta f f where the abo rtion is pe rfo rm ed .

UJe ask th a t you cons ide r more ca re fu lly you f^os itio n on 
th is m a tte r and w ith d ra w  you r suppo rt o f th is b ill.

V l - 3 3 3 - 9 ^ ^

0^/ (Anne Monaco)
(—i a,

Andnora j  <2 , /? 996'/S

cbqtQ
• Voaj) tetknm ?
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From: Concerned cons titu en ts

LUe, the undersigned ore deep ly d is tre ssed by you r 
sponsorsh ip o f HB 268 and companion SB 249, the lib e ra liz a tio n 
o f Alaskan s ta tu te s regard ing abo rtio n .

UJe find the prou is ions o f the Bill to be unconscionab le , flt 
a m in im um , its prou is ions w ill serue to c rea te a r i f t be tw een 
pa ren ts and th e ir daugh te rs and th e re b y unde rm ine fam ily un ity . 
To belieue th a t you r cons titu ency w an ts to see the s ta te usurp 
the ro le and a u th o rity o f paren ts in the fam ily is a blind and 
unsubs ta n tia te d assumption on you r pa rt.

To fu r th e r assume th a t Rlaska res ide n ts wou ld w illin g ly 
ded ica te s ta te tax do lla rs fo r the pe rfo rm ance o f abo rtion 
causes us to question you r qua lif ic a tio n s to hold pub lic o ffice .

Rbortion Is a grleuous crime aga ins t unborn ch ild ren . Your 
Bill on ly serues to exace rba te the crim e by m aking culpab le all 
p a rtie s inuolued includ ing the m o th e r o f the ch ild as w e ll as the 
hosp ita l and s ta f f where the abo rtion is pe rfo rm ed .

UJe ask th a t you cons ide r more ca re fu lly you r pos ition on 
th is m a tte r and w ith d ra w  you r suppo rt o f th is b ill.

\f(Lt kfc* S lrfD
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: H O U S E  H E S S  M E M B E R S

FR: PAT T I ,  EXT. 4923

DT: A P R I L  30, 1 9 9 1

RE: H B  268 W R I T T E N  T E S T I M O N Y

A T T A C H E D  A R E  C O P I E S  O F  A L L  T H E  W R I T T E N  T E S T I M O N Y  F O R  H B  268 
T H A T  H A S  B E E N  R E C E I V E D  B Y  T H E  H O U S E  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  R O O M  A S  O F  
2 P M  TO D A Y .

T H E  T E S T I M O N Y  H A S  B E E N  S E P A R A T E D  B Y  L O C A T I O N  F O R  Y O U R  
C O N V E N I E N C E .

F O R  Y O U R  FI L E S .
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Rep. L i n c o l n  
P.O. B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  A k  9 9811

Re: H o u s e  B i l l  #268

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L i n c o l n ,

Y ou a n d  e a c h  of the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  l i s t e d  as s p o n s o r s  of 
H o u s e  Bi l l  #268 are r e c e i v i n g  a c o p y  of t h i s  l e t t e r  as w e l l  
as m y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e r r y  M a c k i e  a n d  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l .

I a m  a m a r r i e d  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e  a n d  a v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  and 
m a n a g e r  w i t h  an A l a s k a n  b a n k .  I h a v e  2 c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  
c o l l e g e .

I a m  c o m p l e t e l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a s s a g e  of H o u s e  B i l l  #268 and 
do n o t  feel the s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  m e  at all 
s e r v e s  m y  i n t e r e s t  b y  p a y i n g  for a b o r t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  T h i s  
b i l l  is t o t a l l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  m y  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o n  the 
r i g h t  to life. T h e  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  g r a y  a r e a  in m y  t h o u g h t s  
on t h i s  i s s u e  is if t h e  a b o r t i o n  w o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to p r e s e r v e  
a w o m a n ' s  life.

A f t e r  r e a d i n g  H o u s e  B i l l  #268 I f i n d  n o t h i n g  e l s e  in it th a t  
I c a n  s u p p o r t .  I a m  d i s a p p o i n t e d  in y o u r  s p o n s o r s h i p  of t h a t  
bill. I u r g e  t h a t  y o u  r e c o n s i d e r  y o u r  s t a n d  s i n c e  someday, 
w h e n  y o u  die, y o u  m a y  f i n d  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  in d e f e n d i n g  y o u r  
c h o s e n  p o s i t i o n .

S p e a k i n g  m o r e  to t h e  p r e s e n t  y o u  c o u l d  c o n s i d e r  y o u r  o b l i g a t i o n  
to r e p r e s e n t  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n c y .  So in t h a t  v e i n  I c a s t  m y  v o t e  
D o  ,Ncit S u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  #268!

S a h c e r J
s

RicfcHard Fle<
Box V^O \ J
Haines, A k  9 9 827

Cat 
Box 70
Haines, AK 99827
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the 
committee nameCo r* M ( rr«e hean m

c o m m its  on M  Z ll' f i f r .  •
, •  bill/subject ^

I  u rg e  you to  v o te  a g a in s t t h i s  b i l l .  Passage o f  H .B . 268 
w ou ld  send a c o n fu s in g  message from  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  to  
th e  te e n s  i n  t h i s  s ta te .  On one hand, H .B . 7 , w h ich  was passed 
r e c e n t ly ,  s p e l ls  o u t p regnancy p re v e n t io n  as in c lu d in g  a b s tin a n o e  
from  p r e m a r i ta l  s e xu a l a c t i v i t y  and a c q u ir in g  s k i l l s  t o  r e s i s t  pee r 
p re s s u re , among o th e r  th in g s .  On the  o th e r  hand, H .B . 268 is  g iv in g
a b la n k e t  endorsem ent o f  a b o r t io n  as a g re a t o p t io n  t o  th e  s e l f  -  *
o o n t r o l  r e q u ir e d  in  a b s t in a n o e . Why shou ld  te e n s  b o th e r  to  o o n t r o l 
th em se lve s  when i t  i s  so easy to  k i l l  th e  l i f e  t h a t  i s  c o n ce iv e d  in  
t h e i r  p a ss io n ?  And, i f  th e y  can e a s i ly  g e t r i d  o f  th e  o b v io u s 1p ro b lem 1 
th a t  may r e s u l t  from  t h e i r  a o t io n s  (a  b a b y ), t h e y 'r e  n o t l i k e l y  t o  be 
conce rned  w i th  STD 's , e t c . ,  s in c e " th a t  o n ly  happens to  o th e r  p e o p le " .

We a re  a l l  aware o f  the  s tro n g e r  tendency in  teens  to  a c t  on the  
spu r o f  th e  moment, o r  w i th o u t  c a r e f u l l y  c o n s id e r in g  th e  consequences 
o f  t h e i r  a c t io n s .  Why e ls ^ o u ld  we r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  aooess to  a lc o h o l ,  
o r  v o t in g ,  u n t i l  th e y  a re  'a d u l t s '?  Teens ; (and we d id ,  a t  t h e i r  age)
need some e x te rn a l c o n t r o ls  t o  gu id e  them in  t h e i r  a c t io n s  and d e c i­
s io n s .  Removing th e  re q u ire m e n t f o r  a m in o r t o  g e t h e r p a r e n t 's  
p e rm is s io n  f o r  a m a jo r d e c is io n  such as a b o r t io n ,  removes any hope o f  
g u id an ce  i n  t h a t  d e c is io n  from  the  p e rs o n (s ) who ca re  th e  most abou t 
h e r -  more th a n  th e  s ta te  o r  an agenoy, I  d a re  sa y , i n  th e  v a s t m a jo r -  
l t y  o f  ln e ta n o e s . ' „ „ „ „  ,
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Making abo rtio n  av a ilab le  on demand is  a bandaid to  qu ick ly  f ix  
a big so c ia l problem. I t  may look re a l ly  a t t r a c t iv e  as a way to  cu t 
back on the m u ltitude of problems being addressed in  many o th e r b i l l s  
ooricerning teen  pregnancies and paren ting  which come befo re you 
committee. But our whole country has watched teen  pregnancies e s c a la te  
d ram a tica lly  over the years sinoe abo rtion  has been a le g a l op tion .
We have an advantage in  being a newer s ta te .  P lease look a t  the l e s ­
sons to  be learned  from o ther s ta te s .  Even though th e i r  o v e ra ll r a te  
of teen  pregnancies has been lower, has abo rtion  on demand r e a l ly  done 
anything to  le s sen  the problem??

Concerning Sec. ? of H.B. 268, I am appalled  a t the nerve of 
our s ta te  re p re se n ta tiv e s  to  attempt to  remove^ from h o sp i ta ls  and 
h ea lth  - g iv ing  p laces of business, the r ig h t to  choose no t to  k i l l  
innocent people. I f  they choose to  o f fe r  abo rtion  se rv ic e s  to  people, 
th a t i s  one th in g . But to  force th a t on them, when th e i r  whole purpose 
of ex is ten ce  is  to  save people from death a t  a l l  co s ts , i s  horrendous.

I'm ask ing you not to  support th is  b i l l ,  i f  you t r u ly  care about 
the people of the s ta te  of Alaska. I ' l l  be watching th e  a c t iv i ty  of 
your committee. .....  ........

Testifier
Mrs. Laura Green,

Address
S. H. Box 11020 
Kodiak, AK 99615

Phone No.:
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D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r :

W e  a r e  a p p a l l e d  a t  t h s  r e c e n t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a b o r t i o n - r e l a t e d  b i l l s  ( H B  2 6 8  &  S B  2 4 9 )  b y  o u r  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I s  i t  
p o s s i b l e  s o m e  o f  o u r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  o u t  o f  t o u c h  w i t h  p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t  o r  t h a t  t h e y  s i m p l y  h a v e  n o t  r e a d  t h e  
l a t e s t  r e s e a r c h  a n d  s t u d i e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  i s s u e ?

T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  n a t i o n w i d e  G a l l u p  p o l l  r e v e a l e d  m o r e  t h a n  2 / 3  s u p p o r t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p a r e n t a l  c o n s e n t  f o r  
t e e n a g e r s .  P a r e n t s  h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  k n o w  w h e n  t h e i r  c h i l d  u n d e r g o e s  a  s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e .  F a i l u r e  t o  d o  s o  c a n  b e  
t r a g i c .  L a s t  D e c e m b e r  a  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  j u r y  a w a r d e d  $ 1 . 2  m i l l i o n  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  1 3  y e a r - o l d ,  D a w n  R a v a n e l l ,  w h o  
d i e d  o f  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  a n  a b o r t i o n ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  u n a w a r e  u n t i l  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  l a y  d y i n g .  
P a r e n t a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s  a r e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  h e l p  r e d u c e  t h e  t e e n a g e  a b o r t i o n  r a t e s  a n d  t e e n  p - e g n a n c y  r a t e s ,  
w h e n  e n f o r c e d  ( A l a s k a ' s  a r e  n o t ! ) .  A  r e c e n t  s t u d y  s h o w e d  t h a t ,  i n  M i n n e s o t a ,  a f t e r  e n a c t m e n t  o f  a  o n e - p a r e n t

m e a s u r e s  t o  a v o i d  p r e g n a n c y .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  p a r e n t a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  r e s p o n s i b l e  
s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  a m o n g  t e e n a g e r s  i n  M i n n e s o t a " ,  r e p o r t e d  l e a d  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  s t u d y ,  P r o f e s s o r  J a m e s  R o g e r s ,  t o  a  
C o n g r e s s i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e .

A l m o s t  9 0 S  s u p p o r t  a  w o m a n ' s  r i g h t  t o  k n o w  ( i . e .  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t )  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  
i n  a b o r t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  W h i l e  i n  t h e  1 9 8 6  T h o r n b u r g h  c a s e ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  s t r u c k  d o w n  a n  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  l a w ,  
i n  1 9 8 9 ' s  W e b s t e r  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  t h r e e  j u d g e  p l u r a l i t y  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  T h o r n b u r g h  s t a t u t e .  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  J u s t i c e  
D ' C o n n o r ,  ( a  T h o r n b u r g h  d i s s e n t e r )  a n d  J u s t i c e  S c a l i a  ( w h o  w o u l d  h a v e  r e v e r s e d  R o e  v s  W a d e  e x p l i c i t l y ) ,  a  m a j o r i t y

o f  f i v e  j u s t i c e s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  s u s t a i n  I n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n . 2  T h e  " s a f e ,  l e g a l  a b o r t i o n "  r h e t o r i c  i s  b u t  a  
l e t h a l  m y t h ,  " . . . t h e  r e p o r t e d  i m m e d i a t e  c o m p l i c a t i o n  r a t e ,  a l o n e ,  o f  a b o r t i o n  i s  n o  l e s s  t h a n  1 0  p e r c e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
s t u d i e s  o f  l o n g - r a n g e  c o m p l i c a t i o n  s h o w  r a t e s  o f  n o  l e s s  t h e n  1 7  p e r c e n t  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t  c o m p l i c a t i o n  r a t e s  
i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  2 5 - 4 0  p e r c e n t .  O n e  p u b l i c  h o s p i t a l  h a s  e v e n  r e p o r t e d  a n  o v e r a l l  c o m p l i c a t i o n  r a t s  f o l l o w i n g  
a b o r t i o n  o f  7 u  p e r c e n t l  I t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  o n l y  5 - 1 0  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  d e a t h s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  l e g a l  a b o r t i o n  a r e  
b e i n g  r e p o r t e d  a s  a b o r t i o n - r e l a t e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  r e p o r t e d  a b o r t i o n  d e a t h s  a l o n e ,  a b o r t i o n  i s  a l r e a d y  t h e  f i f t h

l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f  m a t e r n a l  d e a t h  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ! 3  K n o w i n g  t h a t  s t a t e - r e g u l a t e d  a b o r t i o n s  a r e  d a n g e r o u s ,  e v e n  
l e t h a l ,  w e  a r e  a m . ’ i a /  t o  s e e  b i l l s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  A l a s k a  t h a t  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a b o r t i o n s  t o  b e  
p e r f o r m e d  b y  a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  o r  s u r g e o n  a n d  f o r  t h e m  t o  b e  p e r f o r m e d  i n  a  h o s p i t a l  o r  
o t h e r  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a p p r o v e d  f a c i l i t y .  I n  t r u t h ,  i s  t h i s  n o t  t h e  l e g a l i z a t i o n  o f  " b a c k - a l l e y  a b o r t i o n s "  
t h a t  p r o - a b o r t i o n i s t s  h a v e  s o  l o n g  a c c u s e d  p r o - l i f e r s  o f  p r o m o t i n g ?  S u c h  r e a s o n i n g  d e f i e s  a l l  l o g i c .

P o l l s  a l s o  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h o w  t h a t  m o r e  w o m e n  o p p o s e  a b o r t i o n  t h a n  m e n .  F o r  e v e r y  o n e  w o m a n  w o r k i n g  f o r  

a b o r t i o n ,  o v e r  2 0  w o m e n  a r e  w o r k i n g  a g a i n s t  a b o r t i o n . 4  I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a  w o m e n ' s  i s s u e ,  b u t  w o m e n  
c l e a r l y  d o  n o t  b e n e f i t  f r o m  i t ,  n o r  d o  t h e y  w a n t  i t l

W e  p r a y  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  w o m e n  a n d  m e n  i n  t h i s  n a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  a c k n o w l e d g e  a  
s o l i d  b o d y  o f  r e s e a r c h .  O p p o s e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  l i f e ,  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  A l a s k a ' s  w o m e n  a n d  
c h i l d r e n .

n o t i f i c a t i o n  l a w ,  " t h e  a b o r t i o n  r a t e  f a l l s  d r a m a t i c a l l y " .  A l s o ,  u n d e r  t h e  l a w  t e e n a g e r s  w e r e  " m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  t a k e

S i n c e r e l y ,

2. Recant passage oI tha Mississippi and North Dakota informed consent lows all 

but guarantee that the Supreme Court will rule on the constitutionality of a strong 

and clearly en/otcenble informed content law.

1. ftmiricfln. Journal of Public Health, March 91

4 5 0 7  W o o d  D u c k  A v e .  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1  
7 8 9 - 2 3 8 3 A. Ibid, pp. 312-313.

3. Ooold Reardon, Aborted Women: Silent No Mote. Westchester, II, 

Crossway, 1987, pp. 186-187 & 189-111.
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From : BRUCE B JOHNSTONE M. D. PHONE No. : 562 0454 May.03 1991 1:52PM P01

Phyllis Johnstone 
11101 Magnolia 
Anchorage, Alaska 99516

May 3, 1991

Georgianna Lincoln 
State Representative 
Chairman of HRSS Committee

Dear Ms. Lincoln,

I believe House Bill No. 268 and Senate Bill Mo. 249 to b e  totally 
irresponsible legislation if w h a t  I have heard they are allowing for is 

true.

I d o  not agree with eliminating the requir e m e n t  that abortions be performed 

by a physician or surgeon licensed by the State of A l a s k a .

To take away a doctor’s or hospital's right to refuse to perform an abor­
tion is unconscionableI

Counseling for alternatives to abortion should be mandatory rather than out­
lawed. I personally know a young woman who had an abortion when quite 
young and did not receive any counseling. In later years she learned that 
a baby was in the early stages of development and she was extremely guilt 
ridden. That naivete might sound unbelievable to us but it is very 
prevalent among youth and non-educated peoples.

I believe parental, contact should be made for anyone under 18 seeking an 
abortion.

Tax dollars should not be used to pay for someone's moral irresponsibility 
in a second act of moral irresponsibility, the first being the unwanted 
pregnancy and the second being the killing of the fetus.

Enclosed please find a copy of what appear to documented facts on abortion.

S: ’ "

Phyllis A. Johnstone
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A few.facts about abortion
It b e c o m e s  increasingly tiring to listen to 

the a r m c h a i r  speculation concerning abor- 

tion, Let'us list the facts;
• In a study conducted b y  P l a n n e d  P a r­

enthood, out of 73.000 legal abortions, there 
w e r e  2,761' h e m o r r h a g e s ;  1,351' fevers*, 747 
pelvic infections; G07 h e m o r r h a g e s  a n d  infec­

tions c o m b i n e d ;  543 lacerations of the cer­
vix:; 1 8 7 'punctures. of the uterus a n d  six 

deaths.
• D o e  v, Bolton, U . S ,‘ S u p r e m e  court case 

in 1'973,‘ legalized- abortion-o.n-demand d u r­

ing all nine m o n t h s  of pregnancy.
• S u r v e y s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  the U.S. g o v e r n­

ment- show, that 20,00.0 w o m e n  a y e a r  b e c o m e  

sterile d u e  - to complications arising f r o m  

legal abortions.
• O u t  of 486 doctors polled in the U.S., 87 

percent said they h a d  h a d  to* hospitalize

w o m e n  due' to serious complications after 
legal abortions.

• T h e r e  w e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  120,000 ille­
gal abortions a y ear  prior to national legal­

ization-in 1973. There, have, b e e n  a p p r o x i­
ma t e l y  120,000'illegal abortions a ‘y ear since 
1973. *' * '

• 1.5 million abortions are performed, a n­

nually. 2 percent are p e r f o r m e d  for reasons 
of -health or. rape/molestation.

T h e s e  are facts f r o m  pro-choice a n d  g o v­

e r n m e n t  statistics.' I a m  sorry if they s e e m  

to b e  one-sided; that is s i m p l y  h o w  they fall.” 
Let us please dispense w i t h  the '.armchair 
speculation-and popular/opinion.-'Aside f r o m  
allowing the m a n  the right’ to kill, w h a t

has the-legai cion of abortion d o n e  for

her? If .you w a n t  the facts, they, are right in 
front of.you.

—  Aharon W. Zorea
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jo* H o n o r a b l e  IGeogianna L i n c o l n  
HESS Commi|ttee

urgje 
jffic

you to schedul e a p u bl ic h e a r i n g  on HB 268. As ele 
Lais, X 3m sure you r e c o gnize  the c o n t r o v e r s i a l  n ature o

the t r a g e d y  of the h o l o c a u s t  of our u n b o r n  children.

^leas
yoice

ersi
wo

tfund

ohally, I o p p o s e  this radical a b o r t i o n  on demand bill, 
uLd find jjt. m o r a l l y  o b j e c t i o n a l  for my tax dollars to 
the m u r d e r  of our n a t i o n s  u n b o r n  children.

gincejrely,

fcj) dm A. \jjAjGrf\f,)Y\
{Dana S w a n s o n  
£980:1 G l a z a n o f  Dr. 
A n c h q r a g e ,  Ak; 995166

e do your job as an e l ected r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a let the 
s of yo ur c o n s t i t u e n t s  be heard.
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!!-onori,ble Ben G r u s s e n d o r f
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iulk t b J e i j L :  HB -  2< 5 S
j
£ urge you to have this bill r e v i e w e d  by the J u d i c i a r y  Committee. 
Phis :.s a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  legal issue therefore it should be 
r e f e r r e d  there! . i

I s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e  HB 268. I b e l i e v e  the t r a g e d y  of the h o l o c a u s t  
£>?£. o u £  nations- u n b o r n  children m u s t  be s t o p p e d  and that is 

oppose this radical abortion on d eman d nill!

B a y  6 1991

S p e a k e r  !

; : i g h t
^lease c o n s i d e r  w h y  our coun try is in such moral decline. The

f a doctor or hospital to conscientiously object to

a r t i d i p a t e  in

(y tar dollars; s u p p o r t i n g  this m u r d e r  is a g a i n s t  my rights.

t! ' ) ’ i ’
’!h«s»e are justl a few of the r e a s o n s  T object, to this bill.

I  * * i
ileasd do the r i g h t  thing for A m e r i c a ' s  p eople and p r o p e r l y  

grocers this bfi.ll.

?hanJc you, 
\\£) OaioJ 
ana Swansofn

.ijncho::age Aik.

the killing of our c h i l d r e n  is horrific.

. ^  U. J  Gy
G l a z a n o f D i .  

99516
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R E H B  268 —  N O T I F I C A T I O N  O F  P U B L I C A T I O N S  R E C E I V E D

T H E  T W O  B O O K L E T S  M E N T I O N E D  B E L O W  H A V E  B E E N  R E C E I V E D  B Y  T H E  
H O U S E  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  A N D  C A N  BE F O U N D  I N  T H E  L I B R A R Y  F P L E  F O R  
H B  268 I N  R O O M  106 O F  T H E  C A P I T O L  B U I L D I N G .

1. " W E  A F F I R M "  - N A T I O N A L  R E L I G I O U S  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S '  S T A T E M E N T S
O N  A B O R T I O N  R I G H T S  B Y  T H E  R E L I G I O U S  C O A L I T I O N  F O R  
A B O R T I O N  R I G H T S .  32 P A G E S

2. " W O R D S  O F  C H O I C E "  B Y  T H E  R E L I G I O U S  C O A L I T I O N  F O R  A B O R T I O N  
R I G H T S .  24 P A G E S

T H E S E  B O O K S  A R E  A V A I L A B L E  F O R  Y O U R  C O N S I D E R A T I O N .  I F  Y O U  
W O U L D  L I K E  T O  R E V I E W  T H E S E  BOOKS, P L E A S E  L E T  U S  K N O W  A N D  W E ' L L  
B E  H A P P Y  T O  R O U T E  T H E M  T O  Y O U R  O F F I C E .
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to tho

ALASKA HOUSE HEALTH EDUCATION 

AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

by

THE RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR ABORTION RIGHTS

on

THE PR0P08ED LEGISLATION 
REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT/ HB 268

April 24/ 1991



Tha Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights is pleased to submit 
testimony to tha Alaska legislature regarding a bill for an act 
providing for a woman's right to choose abortion without 
governmental interference, protecting the right to use birth 
control? relating to payment for abortions under Medicaid a:.d 
general relief medical assistance? and providing for an effective 
date. W e  encourage you as legislators to support House Bill No. 
268.

Contrary to common perception, religious doctrine does not 
speak with a single voice nor declare a single stand on the 
abortion issue. Each of the 33 national mainline Protestant, 
Jewish and other faith groups who comprise the Religious Coalition 
for Abortion Rights approaches the issue from the unique 
perspective of their own theology with members holding widely 
varying viewpoints as to when abortion is morally justified. Our 
coalitional members, who include among others Reform and 
Conservative Judaism and offices of the Methodist Church, tha 
Presbyterian Church and the United Church of Christ, do not take 
the issue of abortion lightly, Wtf hold in high regard both the 
value of potential life and freedom of choice.

The issue of abortion reveals sincere religious beliefs and 
intense religious differences. Religious views on the abortion 
issue range from the belief that abortion is an obligation if 
needed to preserve the life or well-being of the pregnant woman to 
the belief that abortion is a sin forbidden by divine authority. 
Within this spectrum are other views including that which promotes 
responsible parenthood and the preservation of the health and well­
being of existing, living persons as among the highest religiously 
commanded obligations.

This plurality of beliefs ih the religious community 
necessitates that the abortion decision must remain with the 
individual to be made on the basis of conscience and personal 
religious conviction, free from governmental interference. Our 
country's Bill of  Rights that guarantees religious freedom to all, 
requires no less.
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Many Protestant and Jewish faith groups have developed a 
rational and sensitive response to the abortion debate based on the 
following sound principles.

o First, that in our pluralistic society, no one religious 
viewpoint on the beginning of human life should be
imposed on all Americans by secular law.

o Second, that abortion is a moral and theological concern, 
and that an abortion decision should be the result of 
thoughtful consideration, based on one's own conscience d 

religious beliefs.

o Third, that there are some instances in which abortion ray 
be a moral alternative to a problem pregnancy.

Beyond these sound principles, much diversity in doctrine and 
belief exists.

People of faith in the "pro-life movement" who are working for 
a Constitutional "human life" amendment to ban abortions argue that
the Bible teaches: (1) that the fetus is a person from the moment
of conception, and (2) that abortion is murder.

Roman Catholic theology requires baptism of the fetus after it 
has become "ensouled." The question of time of "ensoulment" has a 
long and varied history in the Roman Catholic Church. In the 
Middle Ages, following Aristotelian philosophy, it was assumed that 
a male fetus was ensouled after 40 days. The female fetus was 
ensouled at 80 days. In the 13th Century, St. Thomas Aquinas 
affirmed that upon conception the fetus is a vegetable, later 
evolving into an animal, and at two months, becoming human.

The present doctrine that life begins at the moment of 
conception and that abortion is murder is based on pronouncements 
of Pope Sixtus V  in 1583, Pope Pius IX in 1869 and most recently on 
the 1968 encyclical of Pope Paul VI, "Humane Vitae." In the 
encyclical , Pope Faul declared that "directly willed and procured 
abortion, even if for therapeutic reasons (is) to be absolutely 
excluded as licit means of regulating birth." Under Canon 1398 
of the Code of Canon Law, a woman who secures a completed abortion 
is automatically excommunicated regardless of the stage of 
pregnancy at the time of h e r  abortion.

The Vatican position has been shared and endorsed by some 
religious groups. However, there is no unanimity regarding the 
status of the fetus, or the precise moment at which the product of 
conception becomes a person within both Jewish and Christian 
traditions. The question of when human life begins is a matter for
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the religious conscience. Neither science nor the state can make 
this theological determination.

Within Jewish tradition, there is considerable agreement that 
the fetus Is not a person until birth. Abortion, therefore, is 
permitted and indeed may be required in situations where the life 
of the mother is threatened. Tha Talmud, a collection of Jewish 
civil and religious laws, attributes humanity to the fetus only 
after the head has emerged from the birth canal. Legal codes and 
rabbinic teachings depict the fetus as part of a woman's body. A 
w o m a n’s life, her pain, and her physical and mental well-being take 
precedence over that of the fetus with the belief that full, 
realized life takes precedence over potential life. In Reform and 
conservative Jewish teachings, abortion is not equated with the 
destruction of life. Beyond these points of virtual consensus, 
however, Orthodox Judaism, and different groups within each branch 
of Judaism hold divergent views about the circumstances under which 
abortion is permitted.

Some organized religious groups adhere to basic respect for 
individual conscience on abortion precisely because of the variety 
of views held by members of these groups. On this basis, the 
Presbyterian church (USA) adopted a policy statement in 1983 at the 
195th General Assembly and reaffirmed it in 1989 at the 20ist 
Assembly, The position states that "The Presbyterian Church exists 
within a very pluralistic environment. its own members hold a 
variety of views. It is exactly this plurality of beliefs that 
leads us to the conviction that the decision regarding abortion 
must remain with the individual, to be made on the basis of 
conscience and personal religious principles, free from 
governmental interference. Just as tha decision to become a parent 
requires a responsible exercise of stewardship, reflecting moral 
and religious concerns, so does the decision to not become a 
parent." This Presbyterian approach emphasizes that God alone is 
Lord of the conscience, and that God gives each individual faced 
with a moral choice arising from sexual activity the power and tha 
freedom to make moral choices regarding even the most serious 
questions.

Respect for individual conscience is the basis for the American 
Baptist churches' position of abortion. Historically, abortion has 
been treated as a matter for individual conscience in keeping with 
the religion's foundation in individual voluntary baptism and 
commitment to responsible families and parenthood. In 1987, the 
General Board of the American Baptist Churches passed a resolution 
which declared, "We are divided as to the proper witness of the 
church to the state regarding abortion. Consequently, we 
acknowledge the freedom of each individual to advocate for a public 
policy on abortion that reflects his or her beliefs,"

Other Protestant churches have declared their support for a 
woman's choice regarding abortion because of potential risks to tha
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life or physical or mental health of tha mother, because of

concerns about tha social situation in which the infant might be 
born, and because of instances of severe deformity of the fetus. 
The United Methodist church, for example, resolved in 1 9 8 4 and 
reaffirmed in 1988 that "Our belief in the sanctity of unborn human 
life wakes us reluctant to approve abortion. Be we are equally 
bound to respect the sacredness of the life and well-being of the 
mother, for whom devastating damage may result from an unacceptable 
pregnancy. In continuity with past Christian teaching, we 
recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify 
abortion, and in such cases we support the legal option of abortion 
under proper medical procedures. We cannot affirm abortion as an 
acceptable means of birth control (contraceptive), and we 
unconditionally reject it as a means of gender selection."

The Episcopal Church USA reaffirmed its support for w o m e n’s 
rights over their own bodies at its 1988 General Convention. They 
urged "that any proposed legislation on the part of national or 
state governments regarding abortions must take special care to see 
that individual conscience is respected, and that the 
responsibility of individuals to reach informed decisions in this 
matter is acknowledged and honored."

In 1971, tha United Church of C h r i s t’s Board of Homeland 
Ministries and the Center for Social Action called for freedom of 
choice concerning abortion, stating that "The theological and 
scientific views on when human life begins are so numerous and 
varied that one particular view should not be forced on society 
through its legal system. Present laws prohibiting abortion are 
neither just nor enforceable." In 1987, the Sixteenth General 
Synod of the United Church of Christ, "while recognizing 
(abortion’s) moral ambiguity and urging that alternatives to 
abortion always be fully and carefully considered," upheld "the 
right of women to have . . . safe, legal abortions as one option 
among others." The synod also urged pastors, members and local 
churches "to oppose actively legislation and amendments which seek 
to revoke or limit access to safe and legal abortions."

There is no consensus within the religious community on the 
issue of abortion. There is no agreement on the question of when 
life begins. We hope, though, there can be some agreement and 
respect among Protestant, Catholic and Jewish faith groups to 
accept the diversity of beliefs on the issue of abortion in the 
context of religious freedom.

We applaud Alaska legislators for omitting any reference to 
the issue of parental consent and/or notification in this 
legislation. The issue of parental consent and/or parental 
notification is a very difficult issue for the Religious Coalition 
for Abortion Rights and our coalition members. RCAR and the
religious community wholeheartedly agrees that parents should be
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involved in the decisions of their children.. W® recognize that 
most families are strong and supportive of their children and share 
and communicate effectively with their children.

However, RCAR also recognizes that it is impossible to 
legislate communication, love understanding and compassion. RCAR 
also recognizes that for far too many pregnant minors, parental 
consent and/or notification would place pregnant minors at serious 
risk. These risks include physical or mental abuse from one parent 
or both, including harm from the parent who caused the pregnancy.

While judicial bypass has often been offered as a method of 
reducing the harsh burden of parental consent and/or notification 
laws, it should be noted that such a provision still impedes access 
and is not an alternative to those persons who are not able to 
effectively communicate with court judges, More important, the 
issue of equity is not addressed with the adoption of judicial 
bypass provision. Far too many poor women and women living in 
rural areas do not have equal access to court systems to even 
exercise their rigu**s under judicial bypass provisions. We applaud 
Alaska legislators for omitting any reference to the issue of 
parental consent and/or notification in this legislation. ?

Conclusiont The 35 member faith groups of the Religious 
Coalition for Abortion Rights find intolerable the actions of 
individuals and organizations to ban abortions b y  enacting into 
secular law one theoloogical belief on the beginning of life either 
directly or indirectly. These efforts would prohibit the free 
exercise of religion to those whose beliefs allow —  and in some 
cases require —  abortion to be considered as a moral choice. 
Millions of Americans who do not share the narrow anti-choice 
theological view would not be able to make decisions according to 
the teachings of their own faith. Millions of Americans would be 
denied their religious freedom.

For centuries, the abortion question has not been an easy one 
for theologians, church groups, and people of faith. But we 
believe people of faith have been wise and compassionate in their 
judgment that the abortion decision must be available to the 
people, to be made with the freedom of their own conscience and 
religious principles and without government intervention.

We hope, however, that as a legislator bound to uphold our 
nation's laws, you will respect this religious diversity and 
maintain an individual's right to religious freedom.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Niilo Koponen

FROM: Gordon S. Harrison, Director

RE: Analysis of CSHB 268

Research Request 91.268

You requested a sectional analysis of HB 268 ("Reproductive Privacy Act") prior 

to a committee hearing on the bill Thursday morning, April 25. A committee 
substitute for HB 268 became available late in the afternoon today. At this 
late date, all I can attempt to do in this memorandum is offer a brief overview 
of each section of the committee substitute and point to aspects of the bill 
that raised questions on a first reading.

Sections 1, 5 and 6

Section 1 provides intent language for sections 5 and 6 of the bill. Its 
purpose is to help courts and administrators resolve any disputes that may 

arise in the future over the interpretation of those sections.

Section 5 allows a woman to receive an abortion under the Medicaid program if 

she is eligible for Medicaid and if the pregnancy threatens her life. The 
section specifies that the Department of Health and Social Services shall pay 
for an abortion for a needy woman under the Medicaid program if the abortion 
qualifies under federal law, and it shall pay under the fully state-funded 
General Relief Medical program if the abortion does not. Federa* regulations 
currently allow Medicaid abortions only to save the life of the woman (in the 

past federal law also permitted Medicaid abortions when the pregnancy was the 
result of rape or incest). Abortions for needy women who qualify and who seek 
an abortion for reasons other than life endangerment (and therefore do not fall 
under federal guidelines) are funded under the General Relief Medical program. 

This section recognizes in statute the current practice of the department.

Section 6 amends the statutes dealing with the General Relief Medical program 
to make it clear that abortions, of both a "therapeutic" and "elective" nature, 
for needy women are covered by the General Relief Medical program. This 
section, too, recognizes current state practice.
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Section 2

Section 2 of the bill amends the current statute (AS 18.16) dealing with 
abortions. It adds several substantive sections to the statute. Because 
Section 7 of the bill repeals the existing content of the statute (AS 
18.16.010; attached), these new sections become the entire content of the 
amended law. That is, these new sections must be read with the understanding 
that they do not add to but replace the existing provisions in section 010.

AS 18.16.020

This section declares a general right to privacy on the part of women regarding 
childbirth. The specific legal effects of this policy statement are not clear, 
but its general effect is presumably to resolve ambiguities that surface later 
in favor of the unfettered choice of women in matters regarding childbirth 

and reproduction.

The word "commence" in this section (and elsewhere in the bill) may be 
noteworthy as a policy matter insofar as it could conceivably interfere with 
future efforts of the legislature to regulate surrogate parenting or to 
authorize the courts to impose contraception on alcoholic women with a history 
of producing children with fetal alcohol syndrome, for example.

AS 18.16.030

This section is a sweeping prohibition against interference by the state in a 
woman's choice to get pregnant, stay pregnant, or to end her pregnancy by 

abortion. The "state" includes an "instrumentality of the state", such as a 
public corporation, a school district, or the State Medical Board, and a 

"political subdivision of the state", such as a municipality.

The only restrictions on "medically appropriate" abortions that the bill 
tolerates are certain regulations that may be adopted by the Department of 

Health and Social Services (DHSS) and the State Medical Board, which are 
discussed below.

The definition of "medically appropriate" provided by the bill in AS 18.16.090 

states that the method must be "medically safe", or "recommended by a physician 
in the good faith exercise of the physician's best professional judgement", as 
these things are "regulated by generally accepted standards, licensing 
requirements for medical facilities, or laws governing the prescription of 
drugs or medical devices." This somewhat awkward definition would seem to open 
the door to use in the future of such methods as the French abortion pill RU 
486.

DRAFT
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AS 18.16.040

Provisions under AS 18.16.040 in t.hp bill authorize what would appear to be 
minimal regulation of abortions by DHSS and the State Medical Board. The two 
subsections (a) and (b) distinguish between allowable regulation of abortions 
performed before the "point of fetal viability" and after that point, but 
neither, prima facie, seems to interfere substantially with the opportunity of 
obtaining a legal abortion. This contrasts with regulations in many states 
which curtail legal access to abortions after the point of fetal viability.

The bill states that regulations pertaining to abortions before and after the 
point of fetal viability must be "consistent with established medical 
practice." Generally speaking, abortions after the fetus has reached the point 
of sustained viability outside the mother's womb are performed only in 
exceptional circumstances--the fetus has a defect that is incompatible with 
life, or the pregnancy threatens the life of the mother. Perhaps this 
"established medical practice" would find its way into regulation under this 

provision.

The "point of fetal viability" is defined in 18.16.090 of the bill as the 

point at which "there is a reasonable likelihood of sustained survival of the 
fetus outside the woman's uterus, with or without artificial aid." My 

understanding of these matters is that there is at least some likelihood of 
survival with heroic medical intervention at about 20 weeks of pregnancy. 
Thus, it is at approximately this point of gestation that one set of 
regulations would give way to the next, although the determination of viability 
in specific cases is to be left entirely up to the "professional judgement of 
the woman's physician" (AS 18.16.040 (b)(1)).

Noteworthy about regulations that pertain to abortions before fetal viability 
is that they may not "delay, increase the cost of, or limit the availability 

of an abortion" (AS 18.16.040 (a)(4)). This constraint is a significant one, 
because it is hard to imagine many regulations that would not arguably have 

these effects.

The phrase "increase the cost of" is omitted from the list of prohibited 

impacts of regulations permissible after fetal viability (AS 18.16.040 (b)(5)). 
but the phrase "limit the availability of abortion" remains. It would not be 
hard to find an economist who would argue that increasing the cost of something

The U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Hade did not prohibit abortions 
after fetal viability. A summary of the Court's ruling said: ". . .
subsequent to approximately the end of the first trimester the state may 
regulate abortion procedure in ways reasonably related to maternal health, and 
at the stage subsequent to viability the state may regulate and even proscribe 
abortion except where necessary in appropriate medical judgment for 
preservation of life or health of mother." (Roe v. Hade 03 S.Ct.705 [1973]).



Respresentative Koponen
April 24, 1991
Page 4

limits its availability. Therefore, the significance of the omission may not 
be great.

A provision of thiv ection that distinguishes allowable regulation of abortion 
after fetal viability from allowable regulation before fetal viability is the 
requirement that the regulation be "designed to protect the health of the fetus 

without impairing or risking the impairment of the life or health of the woman 
undergoing the abortion" (AS 18.16.040 (b)(2)). If the health of the fetus is 

to be protected, the abortion is no longer an abortion in common parlance. It 
becomes a premature delivery of some kind. Indeed, survival of the fetus 
would seem to defeat the purpose of most abortions.

AS 18.16.050

Subsection (a) is included to prevent a state or municipal agency from 
asserting independent authority to regulate abortions (such as a local 
ordinance authorizing the exercise of health powers, for example).

Subsection (b) indicates that only physicians are to perform abortions. 
Abortions are a medical procedure, and they are recognized as such by the bill. 
In indirect fashion this provision replaces AS 18.16.010 (a)(1) in current law, 
which would be repealed by the bill.

AS 18.16.090

This section offers definitions of "interfere with," "medically appropriate," 
"pregnancy," and "viability."

Section 3

This entire section has the simple purpose of amending the licensing statutes 

for doctors by including in the grounds for imposition of disciplinary 
sanctions in AS 08.64.326 a violation of a regulation adopted by DHSS or the 
State Medical Board under AS. 18.16.040.

Section 4

The effect of this section is to clarify that parental consent is not required 
by a minor seeking an abortion. An opinion of the attorney general has found

2 AS 18.16.010 states "(a) An abortion may not be performed in this state 

unless (1) the abortion is performed by a physician or surgeon licensed by the 
State Medical Board under AS 08.64.200."
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draft
current statutory language requiring parental consent (AS 18.16.010 (3)) to be 
unconstitutional.

This section of the bill repeals two existing statutory provisions: AS

08.64.105 and AS 18.16.010.

AS 08.64.105 authorizes the State Medical Board to adopt regulations 
implementing AS 18.16.010 and otherwise set standards for the performance of 
abortions. This provision would be replaced by AS 18.16.040 in the bill. 
Existing regulations adopted pursuant to this provision, 12 AAC 40.060-140, 
would be nullified.

The only provision of AS 18.16.010 that CSHB 268 seems to continues is the 
requirement that abortions be performed by licensed physicians. The remaining 
provisions are dropped (or explicitly reversed). Thus, DHSS would no longer 
be directed to approve facilities that perform abortions; there would be no 
durational residency requirement (which is of dubious legality); consent would 
not be required for minor women (which is also of legally suspect); and there 
would be no explicit liability protection for a medical practitioner who chose 
not to participate in an abortions.

Section 7

Section 8

This section provides the effective date clause.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Niilo Koponen

FROM: Maureen Weeks
Legislative Analyst

RE: State-Funded Abortions in Alaska
Research Request 91.260

You asked for information about state-funded abortions for Alaskans. The first 
part of this memorandum provides statistics about abortions funded from 1988 
to 1990 under the state's public assistance programs for low-income people. 

The second part lists the source of state funds for abortion.

State-Funded Abortions: 1988-1990

The attached tables show state-funded abortions over the three-year period 
1988-1990. Tables 1 through 4 analyze state-funded abortions by the pregnant 

woman's age and race, by whether the abortion was performed in or out of 
Alaska, and finally, by cost to the state.

In summary, the tables show that between 1988 and 1990, the state funded an 
average of 606 abortions per year, at an average cost of $552 per abortion (not 

counting transportation). Very few of these state-funded abortions were 

performed outside Alaska. The state paid for only two out-of-state abortions 

in 1988, nine in 1989 and 51 in 1990.

More than half of state-funded abortions between 1988 and 1990 were for women 

aged 22-30 and one third more were for women aged 13-21. More than half were 

for white women and almost one-third more were for Native women. Almost one- 
fifth of abortions were for women of other races. (To compare, white women 

make up 77 percent of the state's female population of childbearing age, while 
Native women make up 14 percent and women of other races account for less chan 

five percent.)

^he tables combine three years in an effort to provide a larger sample and 
avert statistically unreliable variations which can be caused by small numbers.
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This racial mix among recipients of state-funded abortions is not unlike the 
mix in Medicaid and other assistance programs, where minority races are 

represented at rates higher than their rate in the total population. For
example, comparing Alaskans who received Food Stamps in March 1991 with 
Alaskans who received state-funded abortions between 1988 and 1990 shows that 
whites received E'VG percent of Food Stamps and 51 percent of state-funded 

abortions. Natives received 36.9 percent of Food Stamps and 31.6 percent of 
state-funded abortions.

Source of Funds

In Alaska, state funds are used to pay for abortions for low-income pregnant 
women who receive public health, assistance through the state's Medicaid or 
General Relief Medical programs. Abortions are paid for from these two funds.

Medicaid uses both state and federal money to pay providers who care for 

eligible, low-income Alaskans. Generally, the state pays about half the cost 
of health care under Medicaid and the federal government pays the other half. 

This is not the case for abortions for low-income women, however. By 
regulation, federal Medicaid money may be used to abort only those pregnancies 
which threaten the life of the pregnant woman.

In Alaska, other abortions for qualifying low-income pregnant women are funded 
through the state General Relief Medical program. This program uses state 
money to pay providers for the cost of emergency health care for participants; 

it does not use federal funds. Recipients are eligible for one month only; 
those who need additional medical care at the end of a month must submit a new 

application.

1 hope this information is useful to you. Please call me if you have any 

questions.

Attachments

O
Statistics provided by Division of Medical Assistance, Alaska Department 

of Health and Human Services.

Low-income pregnant women are eligible for both state and federal Medicaid 

funds. Others eligible for Medicaid include people who receive money from Aid 

to Families with Dependent Children, Old Age Assistance, Aid to the Blind, Aid 

to the Disabled and the federal Supplemental Security Income program. The 

General Relief Medical program covers poor adults who do not qualify for Medicaid 
because they do not meet the "categorical" requirement of Medicaid, such as 
blindness, disability and being older than age 65.



13-16 yrs. 17-21 vrs. 22-30 vrs. 30+ vrs.

Total
number
1988-90 79 531 926 282

Percent 
of all
state-funded
abortions 4.4 29.0 51.0 15.5

Average
number
per year 26 177 309 94

TABLE 1
State-Funded Abortions by Age of the Client, FY 88-90

Source: Division of Medical Assistance, Alaska Department of Health and
Social Services, 1991.

TABLE 2
State-Funded Abortions by Race of the Client, FY 88-90 

White AK Native Other
Total
Number,
1988-90 925 575 318

Average

per year 308 192 106

Percent 

of all 

state- 
funded

abortions 51.0 31.6 17.5

Percent 
of all 
Food 

Stamps 

recipients,
March 1991 50.6 36.9 12.5

Source: Division of Medical Assistance, Alaska Department of Health and
Social Services and Alaska Department of Labor.

Prepared by the Legislative Research Agency, April 1991 (91.260A).



TABLE 3
State-Funded Abortions Inside and Outside Alaska, FY 88-90

In-state Qut-of-State
Year

1988

1989

1990 

Total

Source: Division of Medical Assistance, Alaska Department of Health and
Social Services, 1991.

No. % No. %

461 99.6 2 .4

720 98.8 9 .2

575 91.8 51 8.2

1,756 96.6 62 3.4

TABLE 4

Cost of State-Funded Abortions, FY 88-90 (1)

Year Abortions Total Cost Cost/Abortion

1988 463 $210,008 $453.58

1989 729 $423,111 $580.39

1990 626 $370,507 $591.86

Total,

1988-90 1,818 $1,003,626 $552.05

Source: Division of Medical Assistance, Alaska Department of Health and
Social Services, 1991.

(1) Cost does not include transportation.

Prepared by the Legislative Research Agency, April 1991 (91.260B).
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7 AAC 43.140. ABORTIONS, (a) Payment for abortions may be 
covered under medicaid when the physician services invoice is accom­
panied by certification that one of the following conditions exists:

(1) the life of the mother would be endangered if the pregnancy were carried to term;
(2) severe and long-lasting physical health damage to the mother would result if the pregnancy were carried to term; or
(3) pregnancy is the result of rape or incest.

(b) Procedures which are not covered under this section-will be 
covered under General Relief Medical, 7 AAC 47. (EfF. 8/18/79, Regis­ter 71)
A u th o rity ; A S  47 .0S .010 

A S  47 .07 .030  
AS 47 .07 .050

7 AAC 43.825. PROGRAM. Family planning services will be cov­ered by medicaid when provided by family planning clinics under tfitf 
Division of Public Health, local health departments, student health 
services, private family planning clinics, or private physicians. Drugs,- 
supplies, devices, and medical procedures provided by a physicftkn or 
under physician supervision will be covered under this chapter. (Efif. 8/18/79, Register 71)
A u th o r ity : A S  47 .05 .0 10  '

A S  47 .07 .0 50

7 AAC 43.835. DEFINITION. In 7 AAC 43.825 — 7 AAC 43.835 
"family planning services’’ refers to those services and materials pro­
vided with the purpose of postponing, avoiding, or terminating preg­
nancy, including the dispensing of birth control drugs and devices for 
males and females, and the performance of vasectomies, sterilizations, 
and abortions for the purpose of avoiding or terminating pregnancy. (Efif. 8/18/79, Register 71)
A u th o r ity : AS 47 .0 5 .0 1 0  

A S  47 .0 7 .0 5 0

/ M g d / c a i d ' g e n e r a l  M e J /c a l



7 AAC 47.210. EXCLUSIONS FROM GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL PROGRAM. Notwithstanding any other provisions con­tained in this chapter or 7 AAC 43, a payment may not be made under 
the General Relief Medical program for any expense(1) that is for major medical care not determined necessary by the professional review organization on contract with the division of medical assistance;(2) that is for nursing home care not approved by the division of 

medical assistance;(3) for items and services not properly prescribed or determined 
necessary by a health care practitioner;(4) for more than 12 outpatient physician visits by a recipient in 
a calendar year;(5) for outpatient physician visits that are not for a recipient with a diagnosis as described in 7 AAC 47.271(b);

(6) if persons are in the care and custody of penal facilities, in­
cluding juveniles in detention facilities; __________ ____ _r r~~UYloT an fllecEHTe' procedure other than a pregnancy-related ser-

/ vice as defined in 7 AAC 47.290;_______________  ,(3) if the expense is for the first $50 of each day ot hospital stay up to a maximum of $200 per hospital admission for major medicail 
care;(9) if the expense is for a prescription drug or prescribed medical supply for a recipient who does not have a diagnosis specified in 7 
AAC 47.271(b);(10) repealed 7/1/87.(Eff. 3/23/78, Register 65; am 5/2/79, Register 70; am 4/15/82, Register 

82; am 5/25/82, Register 84; am 8/1/86, Register 99; am 11/28/86, Reg­
ister 100; am 7/1/87, Register 103)
A u th o r i t y : AS 47 .50 .010  

AS 47 .25 .170

7 AAC 47.200. GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL COVERAGE. 
The General Relief Medical program provides payment on behalf of 
needy persons who are eligible under the provisions of this chapter for 
any of the following services:

(1) major medical care as defined in 7 AAC 47.290;
(2) skilled nursing home care;
(3) intermediate nursing home care;
(4) physician services if

(A) related to major medical care provided in a hospital on an 
inpatient bcaia;

(B) provided in a hospital emergency room tha same day on 
which the recipient is admitted for major medical care;

(C) provided to a recipient residing in a nursing home;
(D) provided in either an outpatient or an inpatient setting to a 

recipient with a diagnosia deê hgd 'n 7 AA,C 47.271(h); or((E) provided for pregnancy-related services; /
(8) uurtpatiem laboratory and x-ray services provided in coijunc- 

tion with pregumcy-related services or nursing home cars;
(6) medical transportation related to major medical care, nursing 

home care, or pregnancy-related services;
(7) outpatient surgical center services provided in conjunction 

with pregnancy-related services or nursing home care;
(8) prescribed drugs and medical supplies for a recipient with a 

specific diagnosis as described in 7 AAC 47.271(b);
(9) repealed 7/1/87.

(Eff. 3/23/78, Register 65; am 5/2/79, Register 70; am 5/17/82, Register 
82; am 5/25/82, Register 82; am 9/23/84, Register 91; am 8/1/85, Regis­
ter 95; am 8/1/86, Register 99; am 11/28/86, Register 100; am 7/1/87, 
Register 103)
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7 AAC 47.290. DEFINmONS. In 7 AAC 47.010 — 7 AAC 47.290
(1) "prescribed drug” means a simple or compound substance, or mixtures of substances, prescribed for the cure, mitigation, or pre­vention of disease, or for health maintenance that is prescribed by a 

physician or other licensed practitioner of the healing arts within 
the scope of practice as defined and limited by federal and state law,
and is dispensed by a licensed pharmacist on a valid prescription 
that ia recorded and maintained in the pharmacist's records;

(2) "disabled” or "disability” means being-unable to or the inabil­
ity to engage in substantial gainful activity by reason of a medically 
determinable physical or mental impairment that can be expected 
to result in death or that has lasted dr can be expected to last for a continuous period of not leae than 12 months;

(3) "elective procedure” means a procedure that is subject to the 
choice or decision of the patient or physician regarding medical services that are advantageous to tha patient but not necessary to 
prevent the death or disability of the patient;

(4) "major medical care” means non-elective inpatient hospital 
services that cannot be performed on an outpatient basis and that 
are certified as necessary by the professional review organization 
contracted by the division of medical _____ ________

/ (5) "pregnancy-related service” or "pregnancy-related services”/ means a service or services reasonably necessary for an abortion:
W "recipient” means an individual who is financially eligible for 

General Relief Medical assistance and who may receive a covered 
medical service if determined to be eligible to receive the service. 
(Eflt 8/1/85, Register 95; am 12/4/85, Register 96; am 8/1/86, Regis­ter 99; am 11/26/86, Register 100)

A o th o r i t je  A S  47 .08 .010  
A S  47 .25 .1 20  
AS 47 .25 .170
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M E M O R A N D U M April 23, 1991

SUBJECT: Reproductive Privacy Act
CSHB 268( ); 7-LS0791\J (4/22/90)

TO: Representative Niilo Koponen

p.1'
F R O M : Terri Lauterbach • 

Legislative Counsel

CSHB 268( ) clarifies a number of provisions in the original bill.
AS 18.16.030 and 18.16.040 are rewritten in this CS to clarify that the state can 
regulate (within limits), but not prohibit, abortions that are performed after the point 
of fetal viability. The original bill was not as clear as it could have been on this 
matter.
AS 18.16.040(a) is modified so that it applies only to abortions performed before fetal 
viability. A new subsection is added at AS 18.16.040(b) to apply to abortions 
performed after fetal viability. The authority of the State Medical Board to adopt 
regulations has been added *o both subsections; the board would be bound by the 
same limitations that are placed on regulations of the Department of Health and 
Social Services.
In addition, the CS adds a new section at AS 18.16.050 to clarify the relationship 
between the laws that would be enacted by this bill and other laws. AS 18.16.050(a) 
clarifies that other laws could not be used to justify abortion regulations. This 
subsection, or something like it, is advisable if you want to prevent agencies or 
political subdivisions from pointing to other laws as independent authority for 
abortion regulation. For instance, DHSS has broad authority under other laws to 
protect health and license hospitals, and the State Medical Board has broad authority 
relating to the practice of medicine. Local boards of health also have broad health 
authority. The intent of this new subsection is to make it clear that these other 
sources of authority could not be used for regulating abortions.
AS 18.16.050(b) clarifies that this bill is not intended to allow a nonphysician to 
perform an abortion if the abortion procedure is within the practice of medicine.

L e g  a t  S e r i / t e e s  / a  c / t a n a & 4  fa C S / f & a & C  )



Since the original b ill prohibited regulations that would make an abortion more 
expensive, it arguably would have prohibited a requirement that a physician be used 
for an abortion procedure that is within the practice o f medicine. On the other hand, 
this subsection would not require use o f a physician if an abortion method is available 
that does not fall within the practice o f medicine. ( I ’m not sure what that method 
might be, but technologies are always changing.)

Sec. 4 is clarified by adding "termination" in paragraph (4). "Treatment" of pregnancy 
arguably already includes an operation to terminate the pregnancy, but the addition 
of "termination" makes this crystal clear. New language is also added at the 
beginning and the end of paragraph (4) to clarify that a minor can give consent to 
the services covered by paragraph (4) without parental contact. Paragraph (4), as a 
more specific provision than paragraph (2), would most likely be construed to 
supersede paragraph (2) even without the added language; the added language just 
makes it more clear.

I hope this explanation of the changes is helpful to you. I f I can be of further 
assistance on this matter, please let me know.

Representative Niilo Koponen
April 23, 1991
Page 2

TML:p l
91-292.plm



Pouch V  
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-4992

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

R e p r es ent ati ve Niilo K o p o n e n

House District 21 119 N. Cushman, Suite 207 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

(907) 456-8172

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

H o u s e  Bill 268

"An A c t  p r o v i d i n g  for a w o m a n ' s  r i g h t  to c h o o s e  a b o r t i o n  w i t h o u t  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  interf e r e n c e ;  p r o t e c t i n g  the r i g h t  t o  u s e  birth 
control; r e l a t i n g  t o  p a y m e n t  for a b o r t i o n s  u n d e r  M e d i c a i d  and 
g e n e r a l  r e l i e f  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  
da t e . "

As s t a t e  legislat ors, w e  are c o m m i t t e d  to the e n a c t m e n t  of laws 
t h a t  e n h a n c e  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  p r o m o t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  values. F r e e d o m  
of c h o i c e  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  r i g h t  of privacy. I b e l i e v e  in e q u a l i t y  
b e f o r e  t h e  l a w  a n d  w i l l  n o t  s u p p o r t  a n y  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  only 
be  e n f o r c e d  a g a i n s t  women.

H o u s e  B i l l  268 d e c l a r e s  t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  d e c i s i o n  t o  commence, 
prevent , c o n t i n u e  o r  t e r m i n a t e  a p r e g n a n c y  is a m a t t e r  of p r o f o u n d  
p e r s o n a l  choice. It w o u l d  c l e a r l y  p r o n o u n c e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  
of t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is t o  p r e v e n t  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  
b o t h  t h e  r i g h t s  of all i n d i v i d u a l s  to u s e  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  a n d  the 
r i g h t s  of all w o m e n  t o  c h o o s e  c h i l d b i r t h  or t o  o b t a i n  a s a f e  and 
legal ab ortion. T h i s  b i l l  p e r m i t s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and 
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  to a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to a b o r t i o n  o n l y  if 
t h o s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  (1) a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l i f e  o r  h e a l t h  
of a w o m a n  u n d e r g o i n g  a n  a b o r tion; (2) c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  least 
r e s t r i c t i v e  m e a n s  of f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  s t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  in t h e  w o m a n ' s  
life o r  health; (3) a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h e d  m e d i c a l  
p r a c t i c e ;  a n d  (4) do n o t  delay, i n c r e a s e  t h e  c o 3 t  of, o r  l i m i t  the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a n  abortion. Further, t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  shall p a y  for 
a b o r t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  law.

R e p r o d u c t i v e  privacy, i n c l u d i n g  abortion, is a m a t t e r  of indivi d u a l  
c o n s c i e n c e ,  n o t  g o v e r n m e n t a l  coe rcion. R e p r o d u c t i v e  c h o i c e s  of 
A l a s k a n s  m u s t  b e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  law.

 — _____________



Representative Niilo Koponen 

Floor Speech 
Ho w  Public Policy Should be Made 

April 10, 1991

Last M onday I a t t e n d e d  one of the hearings on confirmation and the co-chair of 

that committee asked the commissioner-elect v h a t  his posi t i o n  was in regard to 

the issue of a b o r t i o n  and whether he was going to carry out the existing laws.

The commissioner said that they were going to reconsider the use of general 

relief medical funds and to try to develop a p o l i c y  that would encourage people 

to put their u n w a n t e d  children up for adoption rather than paying for abortion 

for low income women. This is a ve r y  private kind of decision. I cannot 
imagine anyone going into it wit h  any pleasure. I don't even like to go to the

dentist and a m e d ical procedure like an abortion is something one does not
undertake lightly.

The commissioner went on to say that they were looking to come into line wi t h  a 

stated intent of the President of the United States (which is not incidently

public policy b y  federal law, n or is it in line wit h  the public policy as

stated in Rowe vs. Wade by the Supreme Court of the United States). This kind 

of policy, if it were adopted u n i l a t e r a l l y , by regulation, by the department, 

would be disc r i m i n a t o r y  in two ways. For one thing it w o u l d  be in directed 

only against w o m e n  and for another thing it w o u l d  subdivide that class of human 

beings into two; the w e l l  to do and tha poor. It would discriminate solely 

against poor women. I cannot believe that r e a l l y  had been the thought of the 

commissioner h i m s e l f  if he really thinks the ques t i o n  through.

But the ma j o r  p r o b l e m  fro m  tha viewpoint of this House is that public policy is 

determined b y  law, b y  the statutes w e  write and by the budgets we write. We 

have put m o n e y  into general relief m e d ical w i t h  the intent that those services 

.would be a v ailable a nd any other m e d ical services that are n e e d e d  by w o m e n  who 

cannot otherwise a f f o r d  them. I think that to even contemplate unilaterally 

without the c o n c u rrence of the legislature expr e s s e d  in statute, this sort of 

easing aw a y  f r o m  the constitutional powers of the legislature, this sort of 

creating es s e n t i a l l y  a system of a d ministrative government, essentially a 

m o d e m  type of crarism, is unconscionable and I don't think we should stand for 
it.

I w o u l d  like to invite those of y o u  w ho are Interested in signing on to the 

legislation on this m a t t e r  that was submitted today.

T h a n k  you.



Official Business

TO:
FROM:

DATE:
RE:

Alaska State Legislature
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

P .O . Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, A laska 99811

M E M O R A N D U M

House HESS Committee Members
Representative Georgianna Lincoln, Co-Chair 
Representative Pat Carney, Co-Chair 
House Health, Education and Social Services
May 16, 1991
CS HB 268 ( ) - Reproductive Privacy Act

Attached is a memo we received from Rep. Niilo Koponen requesting we distribute the 
attached proposed CS for HB 268 to each member of the HESS Committee since we 
will not have time to address the bill this session.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-4992

Re presentative Niilo K o p o n e n

House District 21 119 N. Cushman, Suite 207 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

(907) 456-8172

M E M O R A N D U M

To: Representative Georgianna Lincoln and Representative Pat Carney
Co-Chair's House Health Education and Social Services Committee

Re: HB 268 "Relating to Reproductive Privacy
Date: May 13,1991

I respectfully request that the House Health, Education and Social Services 
Committee review and adopt the current Committee Substitute for HB 268 
before the close of the legislative session.
Due to the controversial nature of this legislation and the impending close 
of the session, members of the Legislature will soon return to their home 
districts and be questioned on this. The current CS will answer many of 
those questions. If legislators have the current adopted CS, they should feel 
more at ease when they meet with their constituents. It is for this reason 
that I urge you to adopt the CS or at a very minimum, distribute the CS to 
your committee members for their information and review.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

From: Representative Niilo Kopo:
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CS F O R  H O U S E  BILL NO. 268 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVES KOPONEN, Boyer, Ellis, Finkelstein, Lincoln, CJOavis, Donley, Moyer, Navarre, 
Ulmer, Gruenberg, Brown, Bruckman

A  BILL

r F O R  A N  A C T  ENTITLED

1 "An Act providing for a woman’s right to choose abortion without undue governmental

2 interference; protecting the right to use birth control; relating to medical services provided

3 to minors; relating to payment for abortions under Medicaid and general relief medical

4 assistance; and providing for an effective date."

5 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

6 * Section 1. INTENT. The intent of AS 47.07.067 and AS 47.25.197, enacted by secs. 5 and 6 of
7 this Act, is to confirm that statutes in effect on the day before enactment of this Act require payment
S for abortion services under AS 47.07 (Medicaid program) and AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300 (general relief 
9 medical assistance). AS 47.07.067 and AS 47.25.197 are intended to continue the already required

10 practice of paying for abortions to the extent that they were paid for under AS 47.07, AS 47.25.120 -
11 47.25.300, 7 AAC 43.140, 7 AAC 43.825, 7 AAC 43.835, 7 AAC 47.210(7), 7 AAC 47.200(4)(E),
12 7 AAC 47.290(3) and (5), and related regulations, as they were in effect on April 10, 1991.
13 * Sec. 2. AS 18.16 is amended by adding new sections to read:
14 Sec. 18.16.020. DECLARATION OF PUBLIC POLICY. The legislature finds and

-1- CSHB 268()
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1 declares that an individual decision to commence, prevent, continue, or terminate a pregnancy
2 is a matter of profound personal choice. It is the public policy of the state to prevent
3 governmental interference with the rights of all individuals to use birth control and the rights of
4 all women to choose childbirth or to obtain a safe and legal abortion, as described in this chapter.
5 Sec. 18.16.030. PROTECTION OF REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE, (a) Except as provided
6 in AS 18.16.040 and 18.16.050, the state, an instrumentality o f the state, or a political subdivision
7 of the state may not interfere with a woman’s personal choice to commence, prevent, continue,
8 or terminate a pregnancy.
9 (b) The state, an instrumentality of the state, or a political subdivision of the state may

10 not interfere with the use of medically appropriate methods of contraception or abortion or the
11 manner in which medically appropriate methods of contraception or abortion are provided.
12 Sec. 18.16.040. REGULATIONS, (a) The Department of Health and Social Services
13 and the State Medical Board may adopt regulations relating to abortions performed before the
14 point of fetal viability but only if the regulations
15 (1) protect the life or health of a woman undergoing an abortion;
16 (2) constitute the least restrictive means of furthering the state’s interest in the
17 woman’s life or health;
18 (3) are not inconsistent with established medical practice; and
19 (4) do not delay, increase the cost of, or limit the availability of an abortion.
20 (b) The Department of Health and Social Services and the State Medical Board may
21 adopt regulations relating to abortions performed after the point of fetal viability, but only if the
22 regulations
23 (1) leave the determination of viability completely within the professional
24 judgment of the woman’s physician and do not interfere with the exercise of that judgment;
25 (2) protect the health of the fetus without impairing or risking the impairment of
26 the life or health of the woman undergoing the abortion;
27 (3) constitute the least restrictive means of furthering the state’s interest in the
28 health of the woman and the fetus;
29 (4) are not inconsistent with established medical practice; and
30 (5) do not delay, prohibit, or limit the availability of abortion.
31 Sec. 18.16.050. PHYSICIAN REQUIREMENT, (a) A person may not perform an

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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1 abortion in this state unless the person is licensed as a physician under AS 08.64.200.
2 (b) Violation of this section is a class C felony.
3 (c) This section does not apply to the woman upon whom the abortion is performed.
4 Sec. 18.16.060. REFUSAL TO' PERFORM ABORTION; REFERRAL. (a)
5 Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter, a physician, nurse, or other individual may
6 refuse to participate in the performance of an abortion if the refusal is based on conscientious or
7 religious beliefs.
8 (b) A physician who refuses to perform an abortion for a woman who has consulted the
9 physician about having an abortion shall refer the woman to another health care provider in

10 accordance with professional standards.
11 Sec. 18.16.070. APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAWS, (a) This chapter constitutes the
12 only authority under which the state, an instrumentality of the state, or a political subdivision of
13 the state may regulate abortions. To the extent that other laws of this state authorize regulations
14 that may affect abortions, those laws shall be construed to be limited by this chapter.
15 (b) This chapter may not be construed to authorize the unlicensed practice of medicine.
16 Sec. 18.16.090. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter,
17 (1) "interfere with" includes restrict, infringe, prevent, impede, prohibit, limit,
18 penalize, burden, or engage in an activity, whether intentional or unintentional, that creates a
19 disparate treatment or adverse effect;
20 (2) "medically appropriate" means generally recognized as medically safe and
21 effective or recommended by a physician in the good faith exercise of the physician’s best
22 professional judgment, as regulated by generally accepted standards, licensing requirements for
23 medical facilities, or laws governing the prescription of drugs or medical devices;
24 (3) "pregnancy" means the reproductive process beginning with the implantation
25 of a fertilized ovum in the uterus;
26 (4) "viability" means the point at which, in the professional judgment of the
27 woman’s physician, based upon the particular facts of the case, there is a reasonable likelihood
28 of sustained survival of the fetus outside the woman’s uterus, with or without artificial aid.
29 Sec. 18.16.100. SHORT TITLE. This chapter may be cited as The Reproductive Privacy
30 Act
31 * Sec. 3. AS 08.64.326(a) is amended to read:

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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1 (a) The board may impose a sanction if the board finds after a hearing that a licensee
2 (1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation;
3 (2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation while providing
4 professional services or engaging in professional activities;
5 (3) advertised professional services in a false or misleading manner;
6 (4) has been convicted, including conviction based on a guilty plea or plea o f nolo
7 contendere, of
8 (A) a felony or other crime if the felony or other crime is substantially
9 related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of the licensee; or

10 (B) a crime involving the unlawful procurement, sale, prescription, or
11 dispensing of drugs;
12 (5) has procured, sold, prescribed, or dispensed drugs in violation of a law,
13 regardless of whether there has been a criminal action;

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

*r14 (6) intentionally or negligently permitted the performance of patient care by
15 persons under the licensee’s supervision that does not conform to minimum professional

’Jr "16 standards even if the patient was not injured;
17 (7) failed to comply with this chapter, a regulation adopted under this chapter, or
18 an order of the board;
19 (8) has demonstrated
20 (A) professional incompetence, gross negligence, or repeated negligent
21 conduct; the board may not base a finding o f professional incompetence solely on the
22 basis that a licensee’s practice is unconventional or experimental in the absence of
23 demonstrable physical harm to a patient;
24 (B) addiction to, severe dependency on, or habitual overuse of alcohol or
25 other drugs that impairs the licensee’s ability to practice safely;
26 (C) unfitness because of physical or mental disability;
27 (9) engaged in unprofessional conduct or in lewd or immoral conduct in
28 connection with the delivery of professional services to patients;
29 (10) has violated AS 18.16.060(b) or a regulation adopted under AS 18.16.040
30 [AS 18.16.010];
31 (11) has violated any code of ethics adopted by regulation by the board;

CSHB 268() -4-
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1 (12) has denied care or treatment to a patient or person seeking assistance from
2 the physician if the only reason for the denial is the failure or refusal o f the patient to agree to
3 arbitrate as provided in AS 09.55.535(a); or
4 (13) has had a license or certificate to practice medicine in another state or
5 territory of the United States, or a province or territory o f Canada suspended or revoked unless
6 the suspension or revocation was caused by the failure of the licensee to pay fees to that state,
7 territory, or province.
8 * Sec. 4. AS 09.65.100(a) is amended to read:
9 (a) Medical and dental services for minors are governed by the following provisions:
10 [EXCEPT AS PROHIBITED UNDER AS 18.16.010(a)(3),]
11 (1) a minor who is living apart from the minor’s parents or legal guardian and
12 who is managing the minor’ s own financial affairs, regardless of the source or extent of income,
13 may give consent for medical and dental services for the minor;
14 (2) a minor may give consent for medical and dental services if the parent or legal
15 guardian of the minor cannot be contacted or, if contacted, is unwilling either to grant or
16 withhold consent; however, where the parent or legal guardian cannot be contacted or, if
17 contacted, is unwilling either to grant or to withhold consent, the provider of medical or dental
18 services shall counsel the minor keeping in mind not only the valid interests of the minor but also
19 the valid interests of the parent or guardian and the family unit as best the provider presumes
20 them;
21 (3) a minor who is the parent of a child may give consent to medical and dental
22 services for the minor or the child;
23 (4) notwithstanding (2) of this subsection, a minor may give consent for
24 diagnosis, prevention, termination, or treatment of pregnancy, and for diagnosis and treatment
25 of venereal disease; a person who provides services to a minor under this subsection or who
26 is employed or otherwise associated with a person who provides services to a minor under
27 this subsection may not notify the minor’s parent or guardian about the provision of
28 services unless the minor gives written consent to the notification: the minor’s physician-
29 patient relationship and the minor’s records shall be accorded the confidentiality, privileged
30 status, and privacy protection afforded to other physician-patient relationships and records;
31 (5) the parent or guardian of the minor is relieved of all financial obligation to

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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1 the pro vider of the seivice under this section.
2 * Sec. 5. AS 47.07 is amended by adding a new section to read:
3 Sec. 47.07.067. PAYMENT FOR ABORTIONS, (a) The department shall pay for
4 abortion procedures under this chapter to the extent permitted under federal law.
5 (b) An abortion procedure not covered by federal law for a person otherwise eligible for
6 assistance under this chapter shall be covered under AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300.
7 * Sec. 6. AS 47.25 is amended by adding a new section to read:
8 Sec. 47.25.197. PAYMENT FOR ABORTIONS. Notwithstanding AS 47.25.200 or any
9 other provision of law, the department shall provide medical assistance payments under

10 AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300 for the cost of services reasonably necessary for a therapeutic or
11 elective abortion performed by a physician for a person who is eligible for assistance under
12 AS 47.07 or AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300.
13 * Sec. 7. AS 08.64.105 and AS 18.16.010 are repealed.
14 * Sec. 8. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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CS FOR HOUSE B ILL NO. 255 (HES)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
i

BY  TH E  HOUSE HEALTH , EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COM M ITTEE !

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVES ELLIS , CJDavis, Ulmer

A B ILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
j

1 "An Act relating to a peer counselor program." I

i

2 BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 * Section 1. AS 47 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

4 CHAPTER 18. ADOLESCENT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES. !

5 Sec. 47.18.010. PEER COUNSELOR PROGRAM, (a) The department shall develop

6 and implement a continuing statewide program o f technical support and assistance to encourage !

7 school districts, municipalities, and nonprofit corporations incorporated under AS 10.20 that

8 initiate implementation, or that are considering implementation, of adolescent peer counseling

9 groups under adult supervision for

0 (1) prevention o f adolescent behavioral patterns that jeopardize physical and

1 mental health and that hamper social, educational, and personal development; and

2 (2) spreading information about services that are available to adolescents to help

3 them with their health needs.

4 (b) The program of technical support required under (a) of this section must include

-1-
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1 (1) suggested methods for maintaining a high level of adolescent, parental, and
2 x community support for peer counseling groups;

jj
j! 3 (2) workshops, seminars, or other training opportunities for adolescent peer
ij 4 counselors and their adult leaders; this training must include sessions to
j 5 (A) develop interpersonal communications skills;
j| 6 (B) teach accurate health information, emphasizing sexual development;
jj 7 (C) provide information about services that are available in the peer
jj 8 counselors’ areas and how those sendees can be obtained for pregnancy prevention,
j' 9 prenatal care, and healthy life skills; and
j . ' l ©  (D) encourage adolescents to avoid major risk-taking behavior and to
I;
j l l  reinforce responsible behavior and self control;
!:12 (3) assistance in selecting appropriate resource materials for the groups;
'! . i13 (4) recommended mechanisms for effectively monitoring and evaluating the
il I

14 activities and accomplishments of the groups; and
15 (5) other similar services to assist and encourage school districts, municipalities,

i16 and nonprofit corporations incorporated under AS 10.20 in establishing and administering :
jj •
17 adolescent peer counseling groups.
J18 (c) In developing the program of technical support and assistance required under (a) of
19 this section, the department shall review and consider the activities and accomplishments in other
20 states that have developed peer counseling networks. The department shall solicit contributions
21 of money and expertise from the private sector that may be available for this type of program.
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CS FOR HOUSE B ILL NO. 268 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVES KOPONEN, Boyer, Ellis, Finkelstein, Lincoln, CJDavis, Carney, Donley, Moyer, 
Navarre, Ulmer, Gruenberg, Brown, Bruckman

A B ILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act providing for a woman’s right to choose abortion without governmental4

2 interference; protecting the right to use b irth control; relating to payment for abortions

3 under Medicaid and general relief medical assistance; and providing for an effective date."

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

5 * Section 1. INTENT. The intent of AS 47.07.067 and AS 47.25.197, enacted by secs. 5 and 6 of
6 this Act, is to provide for payment for abortion services under AS 47.07 (Medicaid program) and
7 AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300 (general relief medical assistance) to the extent that they were provided under
8 7 AAC 43.140, 7 AAC 43.825, 7 AAC 43.835, 7 AAC 47.210(7), 7 AAC 47.200(4)(E), 7 AAC 

• 9 47.290(3) and (5), and related regulations, as they were in effect on April 10, 1991.
10 * Sec. 2. AS 18.16 is amended by adding new sections to read:
11 Sec. 18.16.020. DECLARATION OF PUBLIC POLICY. The legislature finds and
12 declares that an individual decision to commence, prevent, continue, or terminate a pregnancy
13 is a matter of profound personal choice. It is the public policy of the state to prevent
14 governmental interference with the rights of all individuals to use birth control and the rights of

-1- CSHB 268( )
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1 all women to choose childbirth or to obtain a safe and legal abortion, as described in this chapter.
2 Sec. 18.16.030. PROTECTION OF REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE, (a) Except as provided
3 in AS 18.16.040 and 18.16.050(b), the state, an instrumentality of the state, or a political
4 subdivision of the state may not interfere with a woman’s personal choice to commence, prevent,
5 continue, or terminate a pregnancy.
6 (b) The state, an instrumentality of the state, or a political subdivision of the state may
7 not interfere with the use of medically appropriate methods of contraception or abortion or the
8 manner in which medically appropriate methods of contraception or abortion are provided.
9 Sec. 18.16.040. REGULATIONS, (a) The Department of Health and Social Services
10 and the State Medical Board may adopt regulations relating to abortions performed before the
11 point of fetal viability but only if the regulations
12 (1) are designed to protect the life or health of a woman undergoing an abortion;
13 (2) constitute the least restrictive means of furthering the state’s interest in the
14 woman’s life or health;
15 (3) are consistent with established medical practice; and
16 (4) do not delay, increase the cost of, or limit the availability of an abortion.
17 (b) The Department of Health and Social Services and the State Medical Board may
18 adopt regulations relating to abortions performed after the point o f fetal viability, but only if the
19 regulations
20 (1) leave the determination of viability completely within the professional
21 judgment of the woman’s physician and do not interfere with the exercise of that judgment;
22 (2) are designed to protect the health of the fetus without impairing or risking the
23 impairment o f the life or health of the woman undergoing the abortion;
24 (3) constitute the least restrictive means of furthering the state’s interest in the
25 health of the woman and the fetus;
26 (4) are consistent with established medical practice; and
27 (5) do not delay, prohibit, or limit the availability of abortion.
28 Sec. 18.16.050. APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAWS, (a) This chapter constitutes the
29 only authority under which the state, an instrumentality of the state, or a political subdivision of
30 the state may regulate abortions. To the extent chat other laws of this state authorize regulations
31 that may affect abortions, those laws shall be construed to be limited by this chapter.

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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1 (b) This chapter may not be construed to authorize the unlicensed practice of medicine.
2 Sec. 18.16.C90. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter,
3 (1) "interfere with" includes restrict, infringe, prevent, impede, prohibit, limit,
4 penalize, burden, or engage in an activity, whether intentional or unintentional, that creates a
5 disparate treatment or adverse effect;
6 (.2) "medically appropriate" means generally recognized as medically safe and
7 effective or recommended by a physician in the good faith exercise o f the physician’s best
8 professional judgment, as regulated by generally accepted standards, licensing requirements for
9 medical facilities, or laws governing the prescription of drugs or medical devices;

10 (3) "pregnancy" means the reproductive process beginning with the implantation
11 o f a fertilized ovum in the uterus;
12 (4) "viability" means the point at which, in the professional judgment of the
13 woman’ s physician, based upon the particular facts of the case, there is a reasonable likelihood
14 of sustained survival of the fetus outside the woman’s uterus, with or without artificial aid.
15 Sec. 18.16.100. SHORT TITLE. This chapter may be cited as The Reproductive Privacy
16 Acl
17 * Sec. 3. AS 08.64.326(a) is amended to read:
18 (a) The board may impose a sanction if the board finds after a hearing that a licensee
19 (1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation;
20 (2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation while providing
21 professional services or engaging in professional activities;
22 (3) advertised professional services in a false or misleading manner,
23 (4) has been convicted, including conviction based on a guilty plea or plea of nolo
24 contendere, of
25 (A) a felony or other crime if the felony or other crime is substantially
26 related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of the licensee; or
27 (B) a crime involving the unlawful procurement, sale, prescription, or
28 dispensing of drugs;
29 (5) has procured, sold, prescribed, or dispensed drugs in violation o f a law,
30 regardless of whether there has been a criminal action;
31 (6) intentionally or negligently permitted the performance of patient care by

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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1 persons under the licensee’s supervision that does not conform to minimum professional
2 standards even if the patient was not injured;
3 (7) failed to comply with this chapter, a regulation adopted under this chapter, or
4 an order o f the board;
5 (8) has demonstrated
6 (A) professional incompetence, gross negligence, or repeated negligent
7 conduct; the board may not base a finding of professional incompetence solely on the
8 basis that a licensee’s practice is unconventional or experimental in the absence of
9 demonstrable physical harm to a patient;

10 (B) addiction to, severe dependency on, or habitual overuse of alcohol or
11 other drugs that impairs the licensee’ s ability to practice safely;
12 (C) unfitness because of physical or mental disability;
13 (9) engaged in unprofessional conduct or in lewd or immoral conduct in
14 connection with the delivery of professional services to patients;
15 (10) has violated a regulation adopted under AS 18.16.040 TAS 18.16.0101;
16 (11) has violated any code o f ethics adopted by regulation by the board;
17 (12) has denied care or treatment to a patient or person seeking assistance from
18 the physician if the only reason for the denial is the failure or refusal o f the patient to agree to
19 arbitrate as provided in AS 09.55.535(a); or
20 (13) has had a license or certificate to practice medicine in another state or
21 territory of the United States, or a province or territory of Canada suspended or revoked unless
22 the suspension or revocation was caused by the failure of the licensee to pay fees to that state,
23 territory, or province.
24 * Sec. 4. AS 09.65.100(a) is amended to read:
25 (a) Medical and dental services for minors are governed bv the following provisions:
26 [EXCEPT AS PROHIBITED UNDER AS 18.16.010(a)(3),]
27 (1) a minor who is living apart from the minor’s parents or legal guardian and
28 who is managing the minor’s own financial affairs, regardless of the source or extent of income,
29 may give consent for medical and dental services for the minor;
30 (2) a minor may give consent for medical and dental services if the parent or legal
31 guardian of the minor cannot be contacted or, if contacted, is unwilling either to grant or
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1 withhold consent; however, where the parent or legal guardian cannot be contacted or, if
2 contacted, is unwilling either to grant or to withhold consent, the provider of medical or dental
3 services shall counsel the minor keeping in mind not only the valid interests of the minor but also
4 the valid interests o f the parent or guardian and the family unit as best the provider presumes
5 them;
6 (3) a minor who is the parent o f a child may give consent to medical and dental
7 services for the minor or the child;
8 (4) notwithstanding (2) of this subsection, a minor may give consent for
9 diagnosis, prevention, termination, or treatment of pregnancy, and for diagnosis and treatment

10 o f venereal disease, regardless of whether the parent or legal guardian of the minor can be
11 contacted;
12 (5) the parent or guardian of the minor is relieved of all financial obligation to
13 the provider o f the service under this section.
14 * Sec. 5. AS 47.07 is amended by adding a new section to read:
15 Sec. 47.07.067. PAYMENT FOR ABORTIONS, (a) The department shall pay for
16 abortion procedures under this chapter to the extent permitted under federal law.
17 (b) An abortion procedure not covered by federal law for a person otherwise eligible for
18 assistance under this chapter shall be covered under AS 47.25.197.
19 * Sec. 6. AS 47.25 is amended by adding a new section to read:
20 Sec. 47.25.197. PAYMENT FOR ABORTIONS. Notwithstanding AS 47.25.200 or any
21 other provision of law, the department shall provide medical assistance payments under
22 AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300 for the cost of services reasonably necessary for a therapeutic or
23 elective abortion performed by a physician for a person who is eligible for assistance under
24 AS 47.07.067(b) or AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300.
25 * Sec. 7. AS 08.64.105 and AS 18.16.010 are repealed.
26 * Sec. 8. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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. 16;-.JOANNE MECKSTR01H 
17. DOUG' SCHHEDLLR 

: ~
*****

'•Vi. .

oOO U 11111 25u- 7avu 2'6U
3605 ARCTIC  BLVD 92281 561-2201 268
9711 TAKLO C I R . . E R 69 4 -9 5 0 3 247
0209 MADTNT i ? . 99507 n  », *i * 7 4 A 26 P
10* 1 0 0 8 0 4 ,9 9 5  H. j i .:  1 1 o 4 J6u

iK 2 2 0 0 A R C T IC ,99503 277-6731 268
BOX 2 0 1 0 4 4 ,9 9 5 2 0 2 7 6 -2 2 5 8 268
i8t>44 i u r r i N  u.'i. 3 ”. 2460 261
215 INA.FBX.99701 456-3367 268
BOX 201586 344-2443 268
PLANNED PARENTHOOD 563-2229 268
1101 CORDOVA 0229 277-1330 260
13700 SPEC KING RD. 345-3195 268
1700 EASTR2DGE DR. 277-9616 268
4700 E 113TH 346-3238 268
3020 MINNESOTA DR. 276-4767 260
3321 E 41 ST AVE.99508 563-3554 268

r
c
cz:

I

.®i.

NAMES REPRESLN: i>,u
1.J HYHNA MAYNARD
2. 'JOANNE MODE!
3. ED.PAUELEi.
4. JOEL UIErtAN
5. SAH KITO

*• 6.Mt'tf$C0LDULE(SP>
7... ROBERTA J. UASSELL 

• m  «JgaN®PP0NH0LT2

••■;f***lM»»*»*** *»««***»**** 
TESTIFIED:
UNABLE: . 17

■v. OBSERVE^:' 6
....... TO'

h‘:- ■■s&m
■ w• ’V ' *•

TIME. P O O
/

ADDRESS ! Hu HI. M L *. nu.
2237 FOREST PARK DR ,99517 ■
1226 S ST. 277-4 305 768 . '
330! LKSliR DR,99517 .' 43- 2449 268
2576 TURNAGAIN CWAY 776-7374 240 • .. .* •
4126 Ar,OLLO •
245 OCEANVIEW 545-6316 268 .. • > •' - . •• v .
6421 RIDGE TREE 346-2337 263

■ • •
.

V V  •
•. •

-

iSS| j -

•

ENDINO TIME

u*»OO

r

) . • I*. *... -r4*” ‘ • .
* , ••* . t r



x * r.Ts i ii • -1...11LU.,! rirT;---------------------—------  — —  -------- --------------------- -----——------------
*  #
•)£• X

* ORIGINAL «■
x S'EN i": 04/25/91 TIME : 10:1 5 * , O
•x FROM: LTCCBAR * J
* SUBJECT: 91 - 04 -126; FSi HB268; 4 -25 * §
x PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:16 # ^
X  X

X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)!• X  X  X « X  X X  X * -X X  •)(• X  X  X X  -X X X -X X X •)! X  X -X -X X  X X  X X  *  X  X  X  X  X X X ■)£■

S U B J E C T LIN E T 0 R E A D : T C N 0 , ; P L. / F S ; S H 0 RI S U B J E C T ; D AIE

T/C NO: 
DATE : 
SPONSOR: 
SUBJECT: 
MODERATOR: 
SITE:

91-04-126 
4-25-91 
H, HESS
MULTIPLE BILLS
ROGER
BARROW

REVISED FINAL STATS

•X X  X  X  •)>: X  •)(• X  X  X  W X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  -X X  X  -X X  X  X  X  -X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  «• X  -X X  X  X  X  X  -X X  X  -X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X
TESTIFIED

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO,
DEBBIE HILDERBRAND, NSB HB 268

2 ,
3,.
4 *
5 *

•X X  -X -X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X
OBSERVED

N A M E / R E R E S E N T 'J! N G A D D R E S S P H 0 N E BIL L. N 0,
1, CHARLES GOLDSMITH, AST, BOX 870 HB 268

4,
5 .

X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  -X X  X  )(• X

TESTIFIED: 1

UNABLE: 0
OBSERVED: X  I
TOTAL.: X  ̂

START TIME: 8:00 A.M. END TIME: 10:00 A.M.



•X- X  X  -X X  X  X  -X X  -X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  ■)£• -X -X X  X  X  -X -X •)(• X  X  -X X  -X X  X  X  X  X- X  X  -X X  X  X- X  •)(• X  X  X  X  -X -X X  X

x DELIVER TO: L„ -ISCUES X
■X

•x ORIGINAL 
x S'ENT :
•x FROM:
•x SUBJECT:
•x PRINT DATE:

■)'
04/25/91 TIME: 09:58 
I..TC C BET
91-04-126iFSiHB 268,4/25 
©4/25/91 TIME; 09:58

x

X

X

X
X

X
•X X  X  X  -X X  -X X  -X X  •}(• -X -X X  X  X  -X X  X  -X X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(• -X X- •)(• X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  -x- X  X  X  X  X  X  -X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO.jPL/FS;SHORT SUBJECTjDATE

SPONSOR: 
SUBJECT:

I/C NO: 
DATE:

91-04-126 
APRIL 25, 1991 
<!-!> HESS 
HB 268,247,248

MODERATOR: JANET
SITE: BETHEL

FINAL STATS LIST

X  X  X- X  X  -X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)£■ X  X  X  X  X  X  X  -X- X  X  X  X  X  -X X  X  X  -X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  -X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X
TESTIFIED

X  -X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  -X X  X  X  -X X  -X X  X  X  -X- X  X  X  X  -X- X  X  -X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X- -X- X  X- X  -X- X  X  X  X ' -X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  -X X  X  X  •)(•

X  X  X  •)(• X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  -X X  X- -X •)(• X  X  X  X  X  «• X  •)(• X  X  X  -X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  -X X  X  X  X  •)': -X- X  X  X  X  X

TESTIFIED: 
UNABLE: 
OBSERVED: 
TOTAL:

START TIME: 8:00AM END TIME:

P A i-i N E M l< IN E G A K B0X 5 28, B E T 
CATHY FEASTERBOX 1345, BET

N AM E / R E P R E S E N TIN G ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO
543-3685 HB 268
543-3276 HB 268



X  •!(•X  X  X  X X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)>:■ •)(•X  X  X X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(■ X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

X • •X
X DELIVER TO: LHSCHES X
X X l/>
X X y:
X ORIGINAL X

£X SENT: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:35 X
X FROM: LTCCFBX X
•X SUBJECT: 91 -04-1 26 i FS; I-IB268; 4-25 X
X PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:35 X
X X
X  •)(• X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(■ X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  -X- «• X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO *;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

T/C NO: 91-04-126
DATE: APRIL 25, 1991
SPONSOR: HOUSE HESS
SUBJECT: HB 268: HB 247: HB 248
MODERATOR: FRAN
SITE: FAIRBANKS

FINAL STATS

X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(• X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X
TO TESTIFY

6 .v
7*
8 .,
9 .10 . 
1 1 . 
12 . 
1 3 . 
1 4 .

PHONE
452-

NAM E / R E P R E S E N TIN G A D I) R E S S
CK. PATRICK SHIER, 112 MARYLEIGH,FBX,99701 

LIZ GRAY, 215 IMA ST,,FBX,99701 
JEANNE BYRNES, 260 FAIR PLACE,FBX,99712 
JOHN GOGH II. L JR., 854 KEELING RD*, FBX, 99711 
DOUG DUFFETT, 1162 HAYES AVEL ,FBX,99709 
PHILIP NICE, 1648 SKYFLIGMT,FBX,99709 
MARY ANN BORCHERT, 1758 CHENA RIDGE,FBX,99709

BILL NO. 
4534 H.B268

456-3367
457-2179 
488-7786 
479-2197 
455-6072

MB 2 68 
HB268 
HB268 
I-IB268 
HB268

4 7 9-2 0 8 7 H B 2 6 8
GENEVIEVE CARBOY, 5253 OLD RIDGE TRAIL,FBX.
NATHALIE SANTORA, 286 ESTER DR.,FBX,99709 
D.A. MCGIL.VARY, 504 MONROE, FBX, 99701 
SUSAN YANISli, 602 LATHROP, FBX, 99701 
GRANT MATHEKE, 2064 COLDSTREAM FBX,99709 
MYRT CHARNEY, 304 SALTER DR.,FBX,99701 
THOMAS BYRNES, 260 FAIEPLACE,FBX,99707

X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X
OBSERVED

99709 479-2333
479-2147 I-IB268 
456-4875 
456-2488 
455-6470 
451-6207

HB268
HB268
I-IB268
HB268

457-2179 HB268

NAME/RERESENTING 
1 *

ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.

2 .
3 .
4 .
5 *

X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(■ X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

TESTIFIED: 4
UNABLE: 10
OBSERVED: 0
TOTAL: 14

START TIME: 8:00 A.M. END TIME: 10:00 A.M.



•)(• X  X  X  X  X  ■)<: X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(■ X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(• X  X  X  X  X  X  X

X

x DELIVER TO: LHSCHES *
x
x

■x ORIGINAL x
x SENT: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:16 x
•x FROM: LTCCGLN x
x SUBJECT: 91-©4-126,FS,PRIVACY ACT x
x PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:17 x
X  X

X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •!!• X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)£• X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC N O . ;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

T/C NO: 
DATE: 
SPONSOR: 
SUBJECT: 
MODERATOR 
S IT E :

91 --04 “1 26 
©4-25-91 
<H> HESS
REPRO*PRIVACY AC: 
BOB CARNAHAN VTS 
GAKON <S

:n a l STATS

•)(• •)(• •)«• X  X  X  Y: X  X  X  X  X  •:(■ ■)£ X  X  X  -X X  X- X  *■ X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

TESTIFIED

5 %

HE/REPRESENTING ADDRESS
BOB CARNAHAN BOX 228 GAKONA 99586 
CARON BOEHMLER BOX 120 GAKONA 99586 
ALTHEA HIJGES BOX GAKONA 99586 
ALEN LEMAS'l'ERS BOX 222 GAKONA 99586 
LINDA GERTH BOX 245 GAKONA 99586 
CI-IUCH MCMAHAN BOX 113 GAKONA 99586 
JIM GERTH BOX 245 GAKONA 99586

RHONE
822-3571
822 -3004
822-3896
822-3696
822-5898
822-3553
822-5898

BILL NO. 
HB 268 
HB 268 

268HB
HB 268 
HB 268 
HB 268 
HB 268

8 .
9 .
10 .

X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X .: X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(• X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  ■)(• X  X  X  X

OBSERVED

NAME/REPRESENTING 
1. MRS. BOB CARNAHAN BOX

ADDRESS 
228 GAKONA ‘•9586

2 .

3 .

DONA CALCOTE BOX 665 COPPER CENTER 99588

PHONE 
822- 3571 
822- 3897

BILL 
HB 
HB 268

NO.

268



i t

•X

i f

*u

' I I I
•x it it it it it it it it it- it it it it it it it it it it it it if it it it if it it it it it it it if it it«it it it it«it it it it it it it it it it it it
•K* K
it DELIVER TO: LHSCHES *
it *
■x #
it ORIGINAL *
it SENT: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:51 *
it FROM: LTCCGLN *
it S u B J E C T : 91-0 4 - 1 2 6 , F S , P RIV A C Y A C T
it PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:51
it
it it it it it- i»- . it it- it- it X if it it it- it- it -X it- it it it it- -it- it it it it- ft it if if it- it it it if it- it it it it f t  it it it- it it -it -it- it it it -it-

SUB JECT I-1NE T0 READ : TC N0 * ; P i.../ F S ; SH0 RT SUB JECT; B ATE

T/C NO: 
DATE: 
S P O N S O R : 
SUBJECT: 
MODERATOR: 
S IT E :

9 1 - 0 4 - 1 2 6
04-25-91
CH) HESS
REP,PRIVACY ACT
PATSY HILL
GLENNALLEN

FINAL STATS

it it it it- it -it- it it if- it it it ft it- it if- it it it it- -it- it if it- it ft it it- f t  it it if- it it it it it it it it it- it it -it- it it it it it it it it it it it if it it- it it it X- if- if
TESTIFIED

N A M E / R E P R E S E N TIN G A D D R E S S P H 0 N E BIL L N 0.
ALFRED KRINKE BOX 545 GLENNALLEN99588 322-3390 HB 268
SANDY FLOYD BOX 249 GLENNALLEN 99588 822-5356 HB 263

3. SCOTT YAHRBOX 223 GLENNALLEN 99588 822-5212 HB 268
4. CATHERINE PERRETTBOX 53 GLENNALLEN 822-3527 HB 268
5* PAMEL POLITO BOX 171 GLENNALLEN 99588 822-3453 HB 268

it i t  i f  ft  if- it- i t  i t i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  it- i t  X- X -X -X it  it  i t  X i t  X -X i t  i t  i t  i f  i f  i t  X i t  X i t  X -X it  it  i t  X -X i t  i t  it- X i t  i t  i t  i t  X i t  it- i t  it i t  i t  i f  X  i f  X it

OBSERVED

N A M E / R E R E S E N T 3! N G A D I) R E S S P H 0 N E BIL L.. N 0.
1 »
2.
3*
4.
5.

X it  it  i t  i t  if X i t  X -X -X it  -X X -X X it  X X if  -X X i t  it- i t  X -X -X i t  i t  X i t  -X i t  i t  X it- it i t  it  it  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  -X i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  X i t  it- it  it i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  f t

TESTIFIED: 2

UNABLE: 3
OBSERVED: 
TOTAL: 5

START TIME: 3:00 END TIME: iO:05AM



— —
1

it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it X- it it it it it it if it it it it it it it it it it it 
it it
•x DELIVER TO: LHSCHES *
it
it
ft ORIGINAL 
ft SENT: 
ft FROM: 
ft SUBJECT: 
ft PRINT DATE
it

04/25/91 TIME: 10:10 
LTCCHOM
91 - 0 4 -126; F S ; H * H E S S ; 4 2 5 - 9 i 
04/25/91 TIME: 10:10

it
it
it
it
ft
it
ft
it

it it it it it it it it ft it ft it ft ft it it it it it it it if it it it it it it it it it it it it it ft it it ft it if ft it it it it if if it it ft it it it it

S (J B J E C T I.. IN E T 0 R E A D : T C N 0 , ; P i... / F S S  l-l 0 E T S U B J E C T ; D A T E

91 ....04-1 26 
APRIL 2'~. 1991 
HOUSE HESS 
HB 268 
CHARLENE 
HOMER

FINAL STATS

i t . j r . .)(. )t..)(. K. )<•.)(. «  f t  f t  ft. f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  ft  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  ft- f t  i t  f t  f t  i t  f t  i t  i t  i t  it  f t  f t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  f t  i t  it  it  it

TESTIFYING

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS
KIM SMITH, KBFPC,BOX 2742,HOMER 99603 

$ 0  SUSAN KERNES, KBFPC,BOX 2742, HOMER
3 .
4 A
5 .

it it it it it ft it it ft it it ft it it ft it it it it it ft it it it it it it it ft ft it it ft it ft it ft it ft ft ft it it it it it it ft it it ft it it ft it it ft it it it it it it it it
OBSERVING
NAME/RERESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
1 .
2.
3.4 .
5 .

ft it ft ft it ft it it ft it ft it it ft it it it it it it ft it ft it ft it ft it ft ft ft it it it it it it it it it it it it it ft ft it it it it ft ft it ft it it it it it ft it it it it it

TESTIFIED: 2
UNABLE: 0

PHONE BILL NO.
235-3436 I-IB268
235-3436 HB268

T/C NO: 
DATE : 
SPONSOR: 
SUBJECT: 
MODERATOR 
S IT E :

OBSERVED: 
TOTAL:

09



•)C
•)<• DELIVER TO: L..MSCHEES 

«•
x ORIGINAL
•)<• SENT: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:57

* a Jl ,1 A X ][ „ X Jl -I I.. X X ... J. J.. X ~ ... -I A Jl J.. « Jl IVJ« U! 'JJ111 X IJI ,  A' A k  Jl Jl. . .  J. Jl«■
w
«
«

FROM: 
m SUBJECT:
* PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 12:32 «
•)( X

X  •)£• X  X  it  -V: X  X  it  it  it  it  it it  it  it  X it  it  it it it  it  it it  it  it  it  it  it  i t  it  it it it  it  it it  it  it  it  it  it it  it  it  it  it  it it  it

LTCCGLN
91-04-126,FS,PRIVACY ACT 
04/25/91 TIME: 12:32

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC N O P L / F S ; SHORT SUBJECT; DATE

T/C NO: 
DATE: 
SPONSOR: 
SUBJECT: 
MODERATOR: 
S IT E :

9 1 - 0 4 - 1 2 6

04-25-91
CH) HESS
REP.PRIVACY ACT
RUTH MCHENRY VTS
KENNY LAKE

:5'fVv4:' *,

4

r
$

FINAL STATS

i t  i t  it  it  it  it  it  it it  it  X  it  if: it  it- it  it it  it  i t  X  i t  V: it it it  it  it it it X it  it  it  it  it  X: it  X  it  it  it  V: it  X  it  it  i t  X  it  it  it  it  it  it  it  it it  X: it it

TESTIFIED

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
'#> RUTH MCHENRY HC60 BOX 30A-TCOPPER CENTER 822-3644 HB 268

KATIE HELKENN HC60 BOX 306 COPPER CENTER 822-3469 HB 268
w  SCOTT DAVIS HC60 BOX 154 COPPER CENTER 822-3387 HB 268
4. 99573
5 .

it  it it it  it  X  V: it  ■)(■ it it  X: it X■ it it it  •)(■ •)(• X: X  it  X: it it  X: it  it it  it  it it  it it  •)(■ X  it X: it  X X: X- X X: •)<• X: !(■ it  «  X- i t  X  X: i t  i t  it  it i f  it  it

OBSERVED

NAME/RERESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL MO.
1 '?
3
4
5.

it  it  it  it it  X: it  it X  X  it  X- it  it  it it it  X «  )(• X: it  it X  X  !(• X: it  X- it it it it V: it  it  it  i t  it  X: it X: it it  -X X- X  it  it it  it  it X  X  X  X  X  X  X  it  X  i t

TESTIFIED: 3

UNABLE: 
OBSERVED: 
TOTAL: 3



• A«£
V: JO V: JO X* «• X  JO JO V: •)(• JO 00- 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00- 00 00 00 00 00 JO 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 JO 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 -X- 00 X  00 00 00 «• 00 00 00

*
ot­
ic-
ft
■)(•
«
ft
«
i t

ft

DELIVER TO: LHSCHES

ORIGINAL 
S'ENT :
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 
PRINT DATE

04/25/91 TIME: 10:36 
LIOCKOD
91 -04-1 26 > FS; HB 268; 4-25 -91 
04/25/91 TIME: 10:37

ft-
«
•)i
ft
ft
ft
ft
ft-
ft
ft

f t  f t  i t i f i t  -X- i t  i t  i t  i t  i f  i t  it- •)(• f t  i t i t f t f t  f t  it- X- it- f t  f t  X  i f  f t  it-it i t  it- it- it- it- i t  it- it- i t  it- it- it- it- it- it- it- X  i t  it- it- it- it- it-

T/C NO: 
DATE: 
SPONSOR: 
SUBJECT: 
MODERATOR: 
S ITE  :

91-04-126
4/25/91 - THURSDAY
HOUSE HESS COMMITTEE
HB 268 - REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT
LQRNA STEELMAN
KODIAK LID

FINAL STATS

it- it- it- f t  f t  f t  it- f t  f t  it- f t  ft  f t  f t  ft  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  it- f t  f t  ft  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  it- f t  f t  f t  f t  it- f t  ft f t  f t  ft- f t  f t  ft  f t  it- f t  f t  it- f t  f t  f t  f t  f t  f t

TESTIFIED:
BILL NO..

DOROTHY WEEKS, BOX 1428 - KODIAK 99615, 486-6171 HB 268

CATHY LINDSEY, 3162 SPRUCE CAPE R D - KODIAK 99615, 486-5625
i t  it- it- it- it- f t  i t  i t  i t  i t  it- it- f t  f t  it- f t  i t  i t  it- it- it- if- if- f t  it- it  i t  it- f t  i t  it- it- if- f t  i f  i t  if- it- i t  it- it- it- it- f t  i t  it- it- f t  if- it- i f  if- it it- f t  it- f t  it- i t  i t  i t  if- i t  if- it

WERE HERE TO TESTIFY BUT UNABLE BECAUSE TIME RAN OUT:

3* CATHY WILSON, BOX 2038 - KODIAK 99615, 487-2379
4. LINDA FREED, S*R. 3295 - KODIAK 99615, 486-5314 
5* KERMIT REPPOND, 1616 SELIEF LAME - KODIAK 99615, 486-65?3
6.. BELINDA LACE, 298 SHAHAFKA - KODIAK 99615, 486-6248,
7. MICHAEL GREEN, S.R* 11020 - KODIAK 99615, 487-2468,

it ft ft it ft ft ft ft ft it ft ft it ft it- ft ft ft ft it if- ft if- ft- ft ft- it ft ft ft it it ft it ft ft it it ft it ft ft it ft it it ft- it it it- it it ft it ft it ft ft it it it ft ft it

OBSERVED:

1. LET IT I. A RAUB, BOX 3663 - KODIAK 99615, 487-2782 HB 268

i t  i t  i t  f t  it- i t  it- i t  i t  i t  f t  f t  it- it- i t  it- i t  f t  i t  i t  if- i t  f t  i t  it- i t  it- it i t  it- i f  f t  i t  f t  it- it- f t  i t  it- it- i t  it- i t  it i t  if- it- it- it- ft  it- i t  if- it i t  it- it- it- it- f t  00 if- f t  i t  it

TESTIFIED: 2
UNABLE: 5
OBSERVED: 1
TOTAL: 8

START TIME:  8 : 0 0  AM END TIME:  1 0 : 0 5  AM



------
-------------

X  X X  x  X X X- X  X X  x  « X- X- X X  X X  X X  X  X X  •><• X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X X  X X  X X
X  x
x DELIVER TO: LHSCHES . *
•)(• x
x x
x ORIGINAL *
•)<■ SENT: 04/23/V1 TIME: 11:46 * *
* FROM: LIQCKGT * ^3
x SUBJECT: 91 -04-126;FS;HB268;4-25 *
•x PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:46 *
X  x
X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X X X- X X- X  X  X  X  ■)(• X X  X  X  •'(• X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(• X  X- X-

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO *jPL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

T/C NO: 91-04-126
DATE: 4-23-91
SPONSOR: (H) HESS
SUBJECT: HB 268, ETC
MODERATOR: DOUG NEAL AND KAREN JOHNSON
SITE: KOTZEBUE

FINAL STATS

X- X X  X  X X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X X X  X  X  X  X X X X  X  X X X  X  X  X  X X  X  X

TESTIFIED

NAME/REPRESENTIMG ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
1 .
2 . 
3 .
4 .
5 .

X  X  X  X  X  X X  X X- X- X- X  X  •)(■ X X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X X X X  X  X

OBSERVED

NAME/RERESENTING ADDRESS
1. KATHY GARFIELD/WOMEN'S SHELTER, BOX 236
2. TIA WAKGLEE/SELF, BOX 341
3 .
4 .
5 .

X- X  X X  X X X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X- X- X- X  X  X  •)■:• X X X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X- X X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X

TESTIFIED: 0

PHONE 4 4 2 -3 3 1 1  
442-3341

BILL NO. 
HB 268 
1-IB 268

UNABLE: 0
OBSERVED: 2
TOTAL: 2

START TIME: 8:00 AM END TIME: 10:00 AM



X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X- X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X
-------

X  X

x DELIVER TC): Li ISC HE'S *
X X

X  X  !

* ORIGINAL 
x SENT 
x FROM

X  ■)(•

X  •)(■ X  X  X- X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X' •)£• X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO,; PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

04/25/91 TIME: 11:24 x ^
LTCCMAT x ^

x SUBJECT: 126FS H HE'S REPRO PRVCY 4/25/1 x
x PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 11:24 *

T/C NO: 91-04-126 |i
DATE: 4/25/91 1
SPONSOR: H HESS S
SUBJECT: REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY - HB 268
MODERATOR: MARY, DEBBIE
SITE: MAT-SU LIO

FINAL STATS

X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X- •!(• X  X X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)>:■ X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X X  X

TESTIFIED:
^tflDICK STOEFFEL- 1352 PIONEER PEAK DR WASILLA 9968? I-IB268

^ H E A T H E R  I..EHE HC01 BX 6306 PALMER 99645 HB268

X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X- X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  •}(• X  X  X  X  X  •)(• X  X  )!• X  X ■)(• X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

UNABLE TO TESTIFY:
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO.
1 MARTIE ROZKYDAL POB 400 PALMER 99645 HB268
2 LOIS KNAPP POB 940232 HOUSTON 99694 HB268
3 CAROLINE DEMIENTIEFF HC 30 BX 5569-NE WASILLA 99687 HB268

X- X  X  X  X  •) :• X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  -X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(■ X  X- X- X X  X  X  X  X- X  X

OBSERVED:
1
2
X  X  X  X X } :• X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X X  •)£• X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)>; X  X «• X- X  X X  X- X

TESTIFIED: 2
UNABLE: 3
OBSER'MNG:
TOTAL 5

START TIME: 8 AM END TIME: 10 AM



X  00 X  X  X  X  X  X  X  00 X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  •)(• X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(■ 00 X  00 X  X  X  X  X  X  -X X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  00 

X  .)(.

X  DELIVER TO: LITSCi-IES x
X  •){•

x x
* ORIGINAL *
«• SENT: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:59 *
x FROM: LIOCF'SG #
x SUBJECT: 91 -04-126; I I. HESS; 4/25 x
x PRINT DATE: 04/25/91 TIME: 10:59 *
x x
.)(..)..)(..)(..)(..)(. ,J(.-jl, .)*.«•)< x X  X- X  ■)(• X  X  Of X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X- X  •)(• X- 00 X  X  00 X  00

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO.;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

T/C NO: 91-04-126
DATE: 04/25/9i
SPONSOR: HOUSE HESS
SUBJECT: HB 268
M O D E R A T O R : D O R O T H Y P E N T TI i... A
SITE: PETERSBURG

PARTICIPANT LIST

FINAL STATS

00 X  X  X  00 X  X  X  X  X  X  00 X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  00 X  X  X  00 X  00 X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  Of X  X  X  00 00 X  00 00 00 X  X  00 00 X  X  X

TESTIFIED

N A M E / R E P R E S E N T I N G A D I) R E S S P IT G N E
MARLENE CUSHING BOX 1356 772-4779
COALITION OF ALASKANS FOR CHOICE PETERSBURG

BILL NO. 
ITB 268

0 $  ROXANE l.„. LEE 
SELF AMD BPW

BOX 74' 772-3256 ITB 268

X  X  X  X  X  X  X  00 00 X  X  X  X  X  X  00 00 X  00 00 X  X  00 X  00 00 X  X  00 X  00 X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  00 X  X  X  00 00 X  00 X  X  X  X  00 X  X  X  00 X  X  00 00 X  00 X  X  00

OBSERVED

NAME/RERESENTING ADDRESS PHONE
1. DENISE GUBERNICK BOX 775 772-3087

COALITION OF ALASKANS FOR CHOICE PETERSBURG

BILL NO. 
ITB 2 68

2. SUSAN ERICKSON 
BPW

BOX 53 772-9237 HB268

3. KELVIN SCHUBERT BOX 437 772-4408
X  X  X  X  00 00 00 00 X  X  X  00 00 00 00 00 00 00 X  00 X  00 X  00 00 00 X  00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  00 00 00 X  00 00 00 00 X  00 X  X  X  00 00

TESTIFIED: -2-
UNABLF.: -O-
OBSERVED: -3™
TOTAL: -5-

START TIME: 9 : 00AM A t\ . t\ /•. A .•



*  D E L IV E R  T O r - i iH S C H E S*
of ORIGINAL 
* SENT: 
of i- K‘ 0 M :
« SUBJECT •.
Of PRINT DATE:
Of

.)(..)(..)(. y. . J(. .}(..)(. X .)(•.)(. -K- ■)( Of i(. -K •)!■ •)(• Of Of 00 Of -it-OfOf Of Of Of Of Of Of Of OfOf Of •)(■ •)(• Of -if Of Of Of 00 Of OfOfOf Of

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO*;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

04/25/91 TIME: 10:49 
LIOCSIT
91-04-i 26 iFS;HHESS;4-25-91 
04/25/91 TIME: 10=49

of
ot
•if

Of

ot
ot
ot

ot
ot

I

<<5

T/C NO: 
DATE: 
SPONSOR: 
SUBJECT: 
MODERATOR 
SITE =

91-04-126 
APRIL 25, 1991 
HOUSE HESS 
HB 268
THERESA U.YMAN 
SITKA

FINAL STATS LIST

.)(..)(..)(..)(..)(..)(..)(..)(..)(.V. y. y. y. y. .;(■ .)£. jf  •)(..)(• .)£. Of ■)( y  ■)(• -K Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Ot Of Of OfOt Ot Ot Of Ot •)(• Ot -A Ot Of ■)(■ Of Ot OfOt Ot

WERE HERE TO TESTIFY

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO*
y&t CHARLES HORAN, BOX 2003, SITKA 99835 HB 268
'0b RYAN MILLER, BOX 992, SITKA 99835
3* BRUCE CONINE, 614 MERRILL ST, SITKA 99835
4* SUSAN JENSEN, BOX 464, SITKA 99835
5* JULIA LADUKE, ill FINN ALLEY, SITKA 99835
6* MARY SOLTIS, 615 DEGROFF, SITKA 99835
7* SUSAN KANES, 431 VERSTOVIA AVE, SITKA 99835
8* RUTH MCKENZIE, BOX 1922, SITKA 99835
9* KAREN CHRISTNER, 301 WORTMAN LOOP, SITKA 99835 " "
10* VERA ZABQRSKE, 3488-A HPR, SITKA 99835
11* SHERRI SCHAUWECKER, 1310 EDGECOMBE DRIVE,SITKA 99835 HB 268

•if it Ot Of Ot Ot X  Ot «• Ot Ot Ot Ot Of Ot Ot Ot 00 Of Ot X X  00 X  Of Of-X X Ot -X 00 if «  X if X Of X- X  X  00 if •)(■ Of X Of Of Of if Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of X X Of Of Of Of Of

OBSERVED

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BILL NO*
1* DOUG JENSEN, BOX 464, SITKA 99835 HB 268
2* RUSSELL CAMERON, 435 VERSTOVIA, SITKA 99835 HB 268
3* SHIRLEY DEMMERT, 316 WORTMAN LOOP, SITKA 99835 HB 268 
4* TERI LUNDY, BOX 2975, SITKA, AK 99835 HB 268
5* CLEO l<* STOKES, BOX 2282, SITKA 99835 HB 268

6* BILL DONNELLY, BOX 2584, SITKA 99835 HB 268
7. PAULA DONNELLY. BOX 2584, SITKA 99835 HB 268
8* ALICE CAMERON, 435 VERSTOVIA, SITKA 99835 HB 268
9* JOHN MONNIN, 1801 ALDERWAY APT C, SITKA n9835 HB 268 
10* DANIEL G* REAR, 1007 HPR, SITKA 99835 HB 268

Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of- Of Of Of Of

TESTIFIED; 02
UNABLE: 07
OBSERVED: 12
TOTAL: 21



X  X - X X -  X  X  X  X X  •!(• it  if If i f  X  i f  i f  •» i t  X  i f  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t X  i t  i t  i t  it  i t  i t  i f  i t  i t  i t  ¥  it- i t  if- i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i f  i t  i t  it7 7 Z T  1

i t  DELIVER TO: LHSCi-IES
i t

i t

it ORIGINAL

if FROM: 
it SUBJECT: 
it PRINT DATE:
it

©4/25/91 TIME: 1 1 : 0 5  
LTCCGLN
91 •••• 0 4 -1 2 6, F S , P RIV A C Y A C T 
04/25/91 TIME: 11:05

i t

it
it
if

it
X
it

it
it
it

i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i f  i t  i f  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i f  i t  i t  i t  i f  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i f  i t  -it i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  ¥  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO. ;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT;DATE

V)

T/C NO: 
DATE: 
SPONSOR: 
SUBJECT: 
MODERATOR: 
SITE:

91-04-126
04-25-91
<H> HESS
REP.PRIVACY ACT
THELMA SCHRANK VTS
SLANA

FINAL STATS

i t  i t  i t  it  i t  i t  i t  -it -it- i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  it i t  i t  it- i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i f  i t  i t  -it i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  it- i f  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i f  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t

TESTIFIED

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS
•’Sf> MARY LOU THOMAS SLANA 99586

i f  i f  i t  i t  it- i t  i t  i t  it- i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  X  i t  i t  -K- i t  i t  i t  i t  X  X- i f  i t  -it- X  i t  if- if- i t  i t  i t  i t  if- i t  i t  if- i t  i t  -if i t  i t  X- i t  i f  X- i t  i t  it- i t  if- i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i f  i t  i f

OBSERVED

NAME/RERESENTIMG ADDRESS
1 * SANDY GARBER SLANA 99586
2* THELMA SCHRANK SR BOX 380 GAKONA 99586
3.
4 *
5 .

i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  X- X- it  i t  i t  i t  X- i t  X- X- i t  it- X- i t  i t  i t  X- i t  X- i t  i t  X- i t  i t  i t  i t  X- i t  X- it- X- i f  i f  i t  i t  i t  i t  it  i t  X- X  i t  i t  i t  X  i t  it i f  i t  i t  i t  i t  i t  it  X- X  i t

TESTIFIED: 1

PHONE
N/A
822-3426

BILL NO. 
HB 268 
HB 269

PHONE BILL NO.
N / A H B 2 6 8

UNABLE: 
OBSERVED: 
TOTAL;

START TIME: 8:00 ENu TIME: 10:05AM
'V} ' ' < ■ ' ■ vt- YJrv? '■ ■



X

* DELIVER TO: LHSCHES*

X X  X  X  X X  X X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X X  X  •)(• •}(• X X X  X  X  X  ■!(•X X  X  X  X  X X X  X X X  X  X  X

X  

X

X  

X  

X  

•x- 
X  

X  

•)(• 

X

NAL

X  

X

x GRIG
* SEMI
* FROM
* SUBJECT:
x PRINT DATE: 
x

04/25/91 TIME: 10:31 
LTCCSOL
91 -04-1 26 ■, FS ; HB26S; 4-25 
04/25/91 TIME: 10:31

.)£..)(..)(. .)(• -X- •)(• -x- X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)£■ X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

SUBJECT LINE TO READ: TC NO.;PL/FS;SHORT SUBJECT; DATE

- 2

T/C NO: 
DATE: 
SPONSOR: 
SUBJECT: 
MODERATOR 
S IT E :

91-04-126
4-25-91
HOUSE HESS
HB268
ALYSON
SOLDOTNA

FINAL STATS LIST

X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

TESTIFYING

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE BTI L NO.
MARIE PENROD/BOX 40i6,SOL; 99669 262-6795 HB268

(2> RUS'S PENROD/ II

>31 PEGGY MlJLLEN/43955 STERLING HUY, 99669 262-7715 II

4. NANCY ROLLINS/BOX 1492, 99669 262-2622 11

S. KAREN MCGAKAN/RT 1,BOX 767;99611 283-4219 II

6. D E N NI S' C A R L S 0 N / B 0 X 1 113; 99611 °
7. VERONICA KESSLER/1010 MINKE,99611 283-5316 It

8. REBECCA PERRY/BOX 3623;99611 262-3995 u

9.
10.

ANN PENCE/URCC/325 S. SPRUCE;996ii 283-9479 it

X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

OBSERVING 

1 *

4 .
5 ,
6 .
7 .
8 *
9 ,
10 .
X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X  )(■ X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X' X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  •)(• X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X- X  X

TESTIFIED: 02
UNABLE: 07
OBSERVED: 00
TOTAL:

.v'-i
V_i. .... I;  iVu

09
START TIME: 8:05



O F  MEETING:

DN P R I V A C Y  A C T

DO YOU WANT WHAT SUBJECT/
NAME REPRESENTING BUSINESS/PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS ZIP (H) PHONE (W) PHONE TO TESTIFY?  WHICH BILL?

l/ & l5 P r c (p MvCAAClV^KJK-H
c / Wrouc
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INTRODUCTION

Fo r communities o f faith, reproductive rights issues are difficult 
ones. People with equally committed religious convictions differ greatly 
in their opinions on these sensitive issues.

W idespread denominational support exists fo r the right o f women 
to choose safe and legal abortion, but the public has been falsely led to 
believe that all religions are opposed to abortion rights. The religious 
pro-choice community has a deep respect fo r the value o f potential 
human life and an equally deep commitment to women as responsible, 
moral decision makers.

National denominations and faitl. groups compassionately support 
the right o f women to choose abortion as one among a whole range o f 
options, including childbirth and adoption. This support is documented 
by the official resolutions and statements contained 'n the pages o f Wc 
Affirm.

The Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights is a national nonprofit, 
nonpartisan coalition o f 35 Protestant, Jewish, and other denominations 
and faith groups. While religiously and theologically diverse, we are 
unified in ou r commitment to preserve reproductive freedom.

The Coalition believes that the right o f reproductive freedom is 
intrinsically tied to religious liberty. We oppose any attempts to enact 
into secular law restrictions on abortion based on one particular theo­
logical definition o f when the fetus becomes a person. Those who do not 
share that theology would be denied the right to make decisions 
regarding abortion according to the teachings o f their faith.

Because o f the range o f religious beliefs on this sensitive issue, Ihe 
abortion decision must remain free from government interference. The 
decision must remain with the woman, to be made in accordance with 
her conscience and personal religious principles and in conjunction with 
her family, her clergy and her doctors.

Many o f the religious organizations contained in We Affirm are 
members o f the Religious Coalition fo r Abortion Rights. Some o f these 
denominations are represented in the Coalition by their agencies that 
address reproductive freedom issues. 'Hie member groups o f the Reli­
gious Coalition fo r Abortion Rights are listed on page 31.
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American Baptist Churches, USA
General Board, 1988

As American Baptisls, members o f a covenant community o f believers in 
Jesus Christ, we acknowledge life as a sacred and gracious gift o f God. We 
affirm that God is the Creator o f all life, that human beings are created in 
the image o f God, and that Christ is Lord of life. Recognizing this gift o f life, 
we find ourselves struggling with the painful and difficult issue o f abortion. 
Genuine diversity o f opinion threatens the unity o f our fellowship, but the 
nature o f covenant demands mutual love and respect. Together we must 
seek the mind o f Christ.
As American Baptists we oppose abortion
• as a means of avoiding responsibility for conception,
• as a  primary means of birtli control, without regard for the far-reaching 
consequences of the act.
We denounce irresponsible sexual behavior and acts o f sexual violence 
that contribute to the large number o f abortions each year.
V/e grieve with all who struggle with the difficult circumstances that lead 
them to consider abortion. Recognizing that each person is ultimately 
resjxmsible to God, we encourage women and men in these circumstances 
to seek spiritual counsel as they prayerfully and conscientiously consider 
their decision.
We condemn violence and harassment directed against abortion clinics, 
their staff and clients, as well as sanctions and discrimination against 
medical professionals whose consciences prevent them from being in­
volved in abortions.
We also recognize that we are divided as to the projx?r witness o f the 
church to the state regarding abortion. Many o f our membership seek 
legal safeguards to protect unborn life. Many others advocate for and 
support family planning legislation, including legalized abortion as in the 
ljcst interest o f women in particular and society in general. Again, we have 
many points o f view between these two positions. Consequently, we ac­
knowledge the freedom of each individual to advocate fora public policy on 
abortion that reflects his o r her beliefs.
. . .  We Call lJ|X)n American Baptist Congregations
• to challenge members to live in a  way that models responsible sexuality in 
accordance with biblical teaching,
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• to expend efforts and funds for teaching responsible sexuality,
• to provide opportunities for intergcnerational dialogue on responsible 
sexuality and Christian life,
• to provide relevant ministries to adolescents and parents of adolescents in 
and outside the church.

American Ethical Union
Annual Assembly, 1973 (reaffirmed 1979)

The American Ethical Union wishes to express its disapproval o f efforts to 
amend o r circumvent the United States Constitution in such manner as 
would nullify o r impede the decision o f the United Stales Supreme Court 
regarding abortion.
We further believe that denial o f Federal o r State funds for abortion where 
they are provided for other medical services discriminates against poor 
women and abridges their freedom to act according to their conscience. 
The American Ethical Union supports the expansion o f governmental 
family planning sendees as a means o f reducing the need fo r abortion. 
(1979)

American Ethical Union , National Service Conference
1976 (reaffirmed 1979)

We believe in the right o f each individual to exercise his o r her conscience; 
every woman has a civil and human right to determine whether o r not to 
continue her pregnancy. We support the decision o f the United Stales 
Supreme Court o f January 22,1973 regarding abortion.
We believe that no religious belief should be legislated into the legal 
structure o f ou r country; the state must be neutral in all matters relating to 
religious concepts. (1976)

American Friends Service Committee
1970 (reaffirmed 1989)

For two decades the AFSC has taken a consistent position supporting a
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woman’s right to follow her own conscience concerning child-bearing, 
abortion and sterilization. AFSC is deeply aware that the decision to 
terminate a pregnancy is seldom an easy one. That choice must be made 
free o f coercion, including the coercion o f poverty, racial discrimination 
and unavailability o f services to those who cannot pay. (1989)

American Humanist Association
Annual Conference, 1977

We affirm the moral right o f women to become pregnant by choice and to 
become mothers by choice. We affirm the moral right o f women to freely 
choose a termination o f unwanted pregnancies. We oppose actions by 
individuals, organizations and governmental bodies that attempt to restrict 
and limit the woman’s moral right and obligation of responsible parent­
hood.

American Jewish Committee
1989

Abortion is an intensely complex and personal decision, one which raises 
profound moral and religious questions which the government cannot and 
should not attempt to answer for every individual. Furthermore, the deci­
sion to terminate a pregnancy must remain a private one because o f the 
unique physical, emotional, and psychological effects on a pregnant woman 
and her family.
Jewish tradition, as well as this country’s constitutional!’ mandated separa­
tion o f church and state, affirms the validity o f this approach. While Jewish 
tradition on this issue is complex, it allows for various options depending 
on individual cases and circumstances. The obvious lack of religious and 
civic consensus on this subject only underscores the importance o f govern­
ment not im|X)sing one particular view o f abortion on those o f diverse 
religious and ethnic backgrounds. Such a position is consistent with not 
only Jewish tradition but also profamily values and the rights and dignity of 
women.
In light of recent developments in the Supreme Court and elsewhere, AJC 
has adopted the following principles to guide us in the area o f reproductive 
rights:
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1) A  pregnant woman has the right to make her own decision regarding 
whether to terminate o r continue a pregnancy, free from any coercion or 
restrictions on her access to abortion.
2) AJC supports voluntary counseling programs that foster serious consid­
eration o f abortion decisions and family communication about these deci­
sions, and supports programs and policies that limit the need for abortion 
including adequate family planning, sex education, and programs de­
signed to prevent teen pregnancy.
3) AJC will oppose restrictions on access to abortion clinics or burdensome 
licensing regulations on clinics which provide abortion. AJC supports 
public funding for abortions, as for other medical procedures, and medical 
insurance that covers abortion in order to protect health and promote 
eauily.
4) AJC will also oppose restrictions on United States funding for family 
planning assistance abroad that are imposed when any counseling or 
service related to abortion is provided. AJC will oppose any legal require­
ment for parental or sjxnisal consent o r notification, whether o r not they 
include judicial bypass procedures.
5) AJC endorses private and government sector programs that support 
women who choose to continue their pregnancies including good prenatal 
care, adoption services, maternal and child health programs, quality child 
care and oilier efforts to ensure the health and welfare o f women and 
families.

American Jewish Congress
Biennial Convention, 1989

H ie  American Jewish Congress has long recognized that reproductive 
freedom is a fundamental right, grounded in the most basic notions o f 
personal privacy, individual integrity and religious liberty. Jewish religious 
traditions hold that a woman must be left to her own conscience and God to 
decide for herself what is morally correct. 'Hie fundamental right to privacy 
applies to contraception to avoid unintended pregnancy as well as to 
freedom of choice on abortion to prevent an unwanted birth.
In a climate of intensified efforts by the present Administration and by 
certain members o f Congress to inject the government into these most 
personal decisions, we restate ou r opjxisition to any vehicle that would 
threaten a woman’s access to abortion. W e also reiterate our support for
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public funding of abortions so that the economically disadvantaged can 
exercise their right o f choice along with the more affluent.
. . .  The American Jewish Congress, therefore,
• Affirms its support fo r a  national commitment to federally subsidized 
national family planning services including abortion counseling and 
referrals;
• While encouraging parental involvement concerning fat,fly planning 
services for minors, opposes any efforts that would require parental 
notification or consent;
• Reaffirms its unwavering support for the Supreme Court decisions, 
including Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton, which recognize that the 
Constitution guarantees women freedom of choice with respect to abortion;
• Reaffirms its opposition to all efforts— whether through Constitutional 
amendment, simple legislative fiat, or attacks on the jurisdiction of the 
courts— that would restrict or burden a woman’s right to choose to 
terminate a  pregnancy or that would compromise a physician’s choice of 
treatment in the care of a  pregnant woman for medical or surgical 
conditions which have no relationship to the pregnancy but which could 
adversely affect the fetus;
• Rejects all efforts to undermine the role of the judiciary and violate the 
principle of separation of powers with respect to reproductive freedom;
• Rejects efforts that would deny individual religious liberty to cither clergy 
or lay people who, by virtue of tlicir sincerely-held religious beliefs, may 
differ in interpreting when to attribute "personhood” to prenatal life; and
• Rejects efforts to impose restrictions on international family planning 
initiatives that include abortion.

B ’nai B ’ rith W omen
Biennial Convention, 1976 (reaffirmed 1978)

Although we recognize there is a great diversity o f opinion on the issue of 
abortion, we also underscore the fact that every woman should have the 
legal choice with respect to abortion consistent with sound medical prac­
tice and in accordance with her conscience.
We wholeheartedly support the concepts o f individual freedom o f con­
science and choice in the matter of abortion. Any Constitutional amend-
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nient prohibiting abortion would deny to the population at large their basic 
rights to follow their own teachings and attitudes on the subject which 
would threaten First Amendment rights. Additionally, legislation designed 
to ban federal funding for health facilities fo r abortions is discriminatory, 
since it would affect disadvantaged women, who have no access to expen­
sive private institutions.

Central Conference o f  American Rabbis
Annual Convention, 1980

In 1967 the Conference stated: “We strongly urge the broad liberalization 
o f abortion laws in various states, and call upon our members to work 
toward this end."
The conference reaffirms this position with the following comments:
• Jewish legal literature permits therapeutic abortion.
• The decision concerning any abortion must be made by the woman and 
not by the state or any other external agency.
- We oppose all constitutional amendments and legislation which would 
abridge or circumscribe this right.
• We call upon our rabbis and upon the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations to strengthen their support of the Religious Coalition for 
Abortion Rights on national, state and local levels.

Annual Convention, 1984
WHEREAS the so-called Hyde Amendment restricts the use o f Medicaid 
funds for abortion; and other amendments have had a similar effect in 
other federal programs, so that a woman dependent on government health 
care cannot obtain a medically necessary abortion even if she is the victim 
o f rape o r incest o r if her health is seriously jeopardized by continuation of 
the pregnancy; and
WHEREAS these restrictions have created greater health risks for poor 
women who have conscientiously chosen abortion but must delay the 
procedure while seeking private funds to pay for it;
THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED that:
• 77ic Central Conference of American Rabbis calls upon the Congress to 
defeat the Hyde Amendment this year, and
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• Tlw Central Conference of American Rabbis supports the Fazio-Green 
legislation which would eliminate such restrictions in the authorization for 
all federal governmental programs.

Christian Church (D iscip les o f Christ)
General Assembly, 1975 (reaffirmed 1989)

WHEREAS, the Christian Church (Disciples o f Christ) lias proclaimed 
that in Christ, God affirms freedom and responsibility for individuals, and
WHEREAS, legislation is being introduced into the U.S. Congress which 
would embody in law one particular opinion concerning the morality of 
abortion. . .
THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED, that the General Assembly o f the Chris­
tian Church (Disciples o f Christ). . .
• Affimi the principle of individual liberty, freedom of individual 
conscience, and sacrcdness of life for all persons.
• Respect differences in religious beliefs concerning abortion and oppose, in 
accord with the principle of religious liberty, and attempt to legislate a 
specific religious opinion or belief concerning abortion upon all Americans.
• Provide through ministry of the local congregation, pastoral concent, and 
nurture ofpersons faced with the responsibility and trauma surrounding 
undesired pregnancy.

Council o f  Jewish Federations
General Assembly, 1989

The question o f abortion is a sensitive one on which there are divergent 
opinions within the Jewish community. Rabbis o f the major branches of 
J udaism in the United States may counsel members o f their own congrega­
tions in accordance with their views o f Jewish law. Such decisions must be 
made without intrusion by the government into what is essentially a right 
o f individual and religious conscience, protected by the First Amendment 
to the United States Constitution.
Accordingly, we op|>ose any attempts by government to restrict the mak­
ing o f personal decisions in accordance with the individual’s own religious
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and moral views whether through administrative regulation, legislation or 
the courts.
CJF also supports efforts to foster better understanding by the Jewish and 
non-Jewish community of the traditional Jewish reverence fo r the sanctity 
o f life while reiterating its support for the freedom o f reproductive choice. 
CJF urges its member Federations to take individual and collective action 
to protect this basic right.

Episcopal Church
General Convention, 1988

All human life is sacred. Hence, it is sacred from inception intil death. The 
Church takes seriously its obligation to help form the conscience o f its 
members concerning this sacredness. Human life, therefore, should be 
initiated only advisedly and in full accord with this understanding o f the 
power to conceive and give birth which is bestowed by God.
It is the resixmsibilily o f our congregations to assist their members in 
becoming informed concerning the spiritual, physiological and psycho­
logical aspects o f sex and sexuality.
The Book o f Common Prayer affirms that “ the birth o f a child is a joyous 
and solemn occasion in the life o f a family. It is also an occasion for 
rejoicing in the Christian community" (p. 440). As Christians we also affirm 
res|X)nsible family planning.
We regard all abortion as having a tragic dimension, calling for the concern 
and compassion o f all the Christian community.
While we acknowledge that in this country it is the legal right o f every 
woman to have a medically safe abortion, as Christians we believe strongly 
that if this right is exercised, it should be used only in extreme situations. 
We emphatically oppose abortion as a means o f birth control, family 
planning, sex selection o r any reason o f mere convenience.
In those cases where an abortion is being considered, members o f this 
Church are urged to seek the dictates o f their conscience in prayer, to seek 
the advice and counsel of members o f the Christian community, and, 
where appropriate, the sacramental life o f this Church.
Whenever members o f this Church are consulted with regard to a problem 
pregnancy, they arc to explore, with grave seriousness, with the person or
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persons seeking advice and counsel, as alternatives to abortion, oilier 
positive courses o f action, including, but not limited to, the following 
possibilities: the parents raising the child; another family member raising 
the child; making the child available for adoption.
It is the responsibility o f members o f this Church, especially the clergy, to 
become aware o f local agencies and resources which will assist those faced 
with problem pregnancies.
We believe that legislation concerning abortions will not address the root 
o f the problem. We therefore express our deep conviction that any pro­
posed legislation on the part o f national o r state governments regarding 
abortions must take special care to see that individual conscience is re ­
spected and that the responsibility o f individuals to reach informed deci­
sions in this matter is acknowledged and honored.

Episcopal W om en ’s Caucus
Annual Meeting, 1978

We are deeply disturbed over the increasingly bitter and divisive battle 
being waged in legislative bodies to force continuance o f unwanted preg­
nancies and to limit an American woman’s right to abortion.
We believe that all should be free to exercise their own consciences on this 
matter and that where widely differing views are held by substantial 
sections o f the American religious community, the particular belief o f one 
religious body should not be forced on those who believe otherwise.
To prohibit o r severely limit the use o f public funds to pay for abortions 
abridges and denies the right to an abortion and discriminates csijecially 
against low income, young and minority women.

Federation o f Rcconstructionist Congregations 
and Havurot

1981
Although the Jewish tradition regards children as a blessing, a gift o f life 
itself, the tradition pemiils the abortion o f an unborn child in order to 
safeguard the life and physical and mental health of the mother. The rabbis 
did not take a consistent stand on the question o f whether a fetus re­
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sembles "a person.” They did not think it possible to arrive at a final 
theoretical answer to the question o f abortion, for that would mean nothing 
less than to be able to define convincingly what it means to be human.
We recognize that abortion is a tragic choice. Any prospective parent must 
make an agonizing decision between competing claims— the fetus, health, 
the need to support oneself and one’s family, the need for time fo r a 
marriage to stabilize, responsibility fo r other children and the like. Some o f 
us consider abortion to be immoral except under the most extraordinary 
circumstances. Yet we all empathize with the anguish o f those who must 
make the decision to abort o r not to abort.

Lutheran W om en ’s Caucus
Convocation Gathering, 1990

WHEREAS Christ showed compassion and grace towards women and 
men in all circumstances o f life; and
WHEREAS abortion has become the symbol fo r ambivalent feelings about 
female sexuality and female self-determination; and
WHEREAS women are responsible moral decision makers with respect to 
their own needs and the needs o f others; and
WHEREAS a woman who has an abortion is often judged harshly as if the 
entire resixmsibility for the situation were hers; and
WHEREAS the incidence o f abortion could be greatly reduced with social 
and cultural changes for which we all have responsibility, including com­
plete and accurate sex education, adequate and available contraception, 
res|x)nsible non-coercive sexuality, health care, child care, parental leave, 
and other social support; and
THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED that the Lutheran Women’s Caucus 
affirm that a woman with an unintended pregnancy deserves the compas­
sionate sup|x>rt o f those closest to her, regardless o f whether she termi­
nates o r continues her pregnancy; and
BE  IT  FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lutheran Women’s Caucus be­
come a part o f the Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights (RCAR), a 
coalition o f religious groups whose members hold diverse views about 
abortion and value the religious freedom that allows this diversity; and
BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lutheran Women’s Cuucus call
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upon our various churcli bodies to work actively for the social and cultural 
changes that will reduce the incidence o f abortion and stop scapegoating 
women who have abortions.

Moravian Church in America, N orthern P ro  ince
1974

WHEREAS: the Moravian Church believes in the sacredness o f life and in 
the quality o f life, and
WHEREAS: we believe that abortion should not be used as a method o f 
birth control nor as a means o f controlling population, and
WHEREAS: Christian faith calls us to affirm the freedom o f a rs o n s  as well 
as the sanctity o f life, therefore be it
RESOLVED: (9) that abortion should be a matter of rcs|X)iisible personal 
decision, with continuing counseling provided if desired, and be it further
RESOLVED: (10) that alternatives to abortion be given careful consider­
ation in the perspective o f possibly bringing mercy to a difficult situation. 
These alternatives include: (a) adoption, (b) single parenthood, (c) contin­
ued pregnancy for a married couple confronted with an unplanned preg­
nancy, (d) marriage for a single woman, o r (e) temporary foster care, and 
be it further
RESOLVED: (11) that abortion be accepted as an option only where all 
other possible alternatives will lead to greater destruction of human life 
and spirit.
WHEREAS: neither science nor religion has claimed to fully understand 
the mystery o f life o r reached a decision as to when the life o f :m individual 
begins, and
WHEREAS: the Bible does not speak directly to the matter of abortion and 
the Moravian Church has refrained from being dogmatic when a biblical 
position was not clear, and
WHEREAS: there are circumstances under which the completion o f an 
unwanted pregnancy may bring physical and/or emotional problems to 
the child and/or its parent(s), therefore be it
RESOLVED: (12) that members o f the Moravian Church view abortion in 
the perspective o f j>ossibly bringing mercy to a difficult situation, and be it 
further
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RESOLVED: (13) lliat Uiis synod recommend that any person (s) consider­
ing abortion as a possible solution seek qualified medical and spiritual 
counsel, and be it further
RESOLVED: (14) that the individual® who chooses an alternative to 
abortion be offered adequate counseling during pregnancy and following 
delivery.
WHEREAS: it is the mission o f the church to minister to persons in need, 
therefore be it
RESOLVED: (15) that the Moravian Church encourage its members to 
accept with empathy persons who are dealing with an unwanted preg­
nancy, and in accord with conviction assist in all possible tangible ways.
WHEREAS: “ the Supreme Court decisions in January, 1973, clarified the 
legal context. The Court’s action does not lessen, but increases, the respon­
sibility o f the churches to understand the circumstances in which the need 
for abortion arises; to make serious efforts to find solutions to the problems 
which have created this need; to struggle with the conflicting moral issues 
which this unique situation presents; and to become better equipped to 
counsel adequately those who are faced with a decision about abortion,’’ 
therefore be it
RESOLVED: (16) that Moravian pastors keep abreast of current develop­
ments in this field, and be it further
RESOLVED: (17) that Moravian pastors be alert and responsive to oppor­
tunities for counseling with persons considering abortion, and be it further
RESOLVED: (18) that Moravian pastors support individual(s) in their 
decision by making referral to qualified agencies .and/or physicians if 
needed, and be it further
RESOLVED: (19) that the Provincial Elders’ Conference arrange for semi­
nars on unwanted pregnancy counseling for pastors and other counselors.
WHEREAS: we recognize the freedom of the pastor not to counsel be­
cause o f personal feelings o r bias, and
WHEREAS: we should not fail to minister where ministry is needed and 
requested, therefore be it
RESOLVED: (20) that pastors who choose not to counsel refer the 
individual(s) to a qualified colleague o r competent counseling service.
WHEREAS: education alone cannot be considered as a panacea for manag­
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ing behaviors that may lead to problem pregnancy but may reduce the 
need for abortions, therefore be it
RESOLVED: (21) that the members o f the Moravian Church support the 
Division o f Educational Ministries implementation o f programs o f Family 
Life and Human Development and Human Sexuality that include informa­
tion on birth control at appropriate levels o f maturity.

NA’AMAT USA
Biennial Convention, 1983

Reproductive choice must be recognized as a matter o f individual con­
science outside the realm o f government intrusion. We oppose attempts—  
whether by Constitutional amendment, legislation, judicial review o r gov­
ernment regulation— to restrict women’s access to safe and legal abortion, 
to bar financial assistance to women seeking abortion o r to violate the 
confidentiality o f family planning services.
We welcome decisions o f the Supreme Court and other branches o f the 
federal judiciary upholding women’s rights: particularly opinions barring 
restrictions on women’s right to abortion, and rulings against sex discrimi­
nation in employer-sponsored retirement plans and upholding the privacy 
o f federally-funded family planning centers.
W e must remain alert to defeat efforts in Congress to undermine the 
jurisdiction o f federal courts on Constitutional matters relating to moral 
and social questions.

National Council o f  Jew ish W omen
National Convention, 1969 (reaffirmed 1979, 1982,1987)

'Hie members o f NCJW reaffirm the strong commitment “to work to 
protect every woman’s individual right to choose abortion and to eliminate 
any obstacles that would limit her reproductive freedom."
We believe that those who would legislate to deny freedom o f choice 
compound the problems confronting women who are already condemned 
by poverty. It is therefore essential that federal and state funding be made 
available to women in need who choose abortion just as such funding Is 
available for other medical procedures.
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We decry the fact tliat poor and young women must bear the major brunt 
o f anti-abortion rights measures, and call upon all public officials to support 
and protect the right o f every American woman to choose o r reject the act 
o f childbearing. (1979)

National Federation o fT em p le  Sisterhoods
Biennial Assembly, 1975 (reaffirmed 1977,1981,1989)

NFTS affirms our strong support for the right o f a woman to obtain a legal 
abortion, under conditions now outlined in the 1973 decision o f the United 
States Supreme Court The Court’s position established that during the 
first two trimesters, the private and personal decision o f whether o r not to 
continue to term an unwanted pregnancy should remain a matter o f choice 
fo r the woman; she alone can exercise her ethical and religious judgement 
in this decision. Only by vigorously supporting this individual right to 
choose can we also ensure that every woman may act according to the 
religious and ethical tenets to which she adheres.

North American Federation o fT em p le  Youth
1981

BE IT  RESOLVED
• That NFTY continue to strongly support the right of a  woman to choose 
to obtain a safe, legal abortion, and
•  77/at NFTY oppose any Constitutional amendment that could lead to the 
restriction of that right.

Presbyterian Church (U .S j L )
General Assembly, 1983 (reaffirmed 1985,1987,1988,1989)

Any decision for an abortion should be made as early as jx>ssible, generally 
within the first trimester o f pregnancy, for reasons o f the woman’s health 
and safety. Abortions later in pregnancy are an option particularly in the 
case o f women o f menopausal age who do not discover they are pregnant 
until the second trimester, women who discover through fetal diagnosis 
that they arc carrying a fetus with n grave genetic disorder, or women who
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did not seek o r have access to medical care during the first trimester. At 
tlie point o f fetal viability the responsibilities set before us in regard to the 
fetus begin to shift. Prior to viability, human responsibility is stewardship o f 
life-in-development under the guidance o f the Holy Spirit Once the fetus is 
viable, its potential for physically autonomous human life means that the 
principle o f inviolability can be applied.
. . .  It is a tragic sign o f the church’s sinfulness that our propensity to judge 
rather than stand with persons making such decisions too often means that 
persons in need must bear the additional burden o f isolation. It would be 
far better if the person concerned could experience the strength that 
comes from shared sensitivity and caring. The church is called to be the 
loving and supportive community within whose life persons can best make 
decisions in conformity with God’s purposes revealed in Jesus Christ.
. . .  The church’s position on public policy concerning abortion should 
reflect respect for other religious traditions and advocacy fo r full exercise 
o f r eligious liberty. The Presbyterian Church exists within a very pluralis­
tic environment Its own members hold a variety o f views. It is exactly this 
pluralism o f beliefs which leads us to the conviction that the decision 
regarding abortion must remain with the individual, to be made on the 
basis of conscience and personal religious principles, and free from gov­
ernmental interference.
Consequently, we have a responsibility to work to maintain a public policy 
o f elective abortion, regulated by the health code, not the criminal code. 
The legal right to have an abortion is a necessary prerequisite to the 
exercise o f conscience in abortion decisions. Legally speaking, abortion 
should be a woman’s right because, theologically speaking, making a 
decision about abortion is, above all, her responsibility.
As Presbyterians and U.S. citizens we have a responsibility to guarantee 
every woman the freedom o f reproductive choice. We affirm the intent of 
existing law in the United States regarding abortion; protecting the preg­
nant woman. Medical intervention should be made available to all who 
desire and qualify for it, not just those who can afford preferential treat­
ment.
. .  .Thus the 195th General Assembly (1983):
• Urges Presbyterian congregations and ihcir individual members to:
Provide a supportive community in which such decisions can be made in a  
setting of care and concern.
Respect the difficulty of making such decisions.
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Affirm women’s ability to make responsible decisions, whether the choice, be 
to abort or to carry the pregnancy to term.
Protect the privacy of individuals involved in contraception and abortion 
decisions.
• Affirms the church’s commitment to minimize the incidence of abortion 
and encourages sexuality education and the use of contraception to avoid 
unintentional pregnancies, while recognizing that contraceptives are not 
absolutc'y effective...
• Recognizes that negative social attitudes toward women cast doubt on 
women’s ability to make moral decisions and urges ministers and 
congregations to work to counter these underlying social attitudes and 
affirm the dignity of women.
• Recognizes that children may be born who are either unwanted or 
seriously handicapped and affirms the church’s ongoing responsibility to 
provide supportive services to families in these situations and to help find 
appropriate institutional care and adoptive services where needed.
• Affirms the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision of the Supreme Court which 
decriminalized abortion during the first two trimesters of pregnancy...
• Urges the Presbyterian Church . . .  to model the just and compassionate 
community by:
Opjwsing adoption of all measures which would serve to restrict full and 
equal access to contraception and abortion services to all women, regard­
less o f race, age, and economic standing.
Working actively to restore public funding by federal, state, and local 
governments fo r the availability o f a full range o f reproductive health 
services for the medically indigent. . .
Providing continuing supixirt for women who, having made an abortion 
decision, may have doubts as to the wisdom o f their choice, o r having 
delivered a child are not able to cope with the separation o f adoption or the 
responsibilities o f child care.
. . .  'Ihe 197th General Assembly (1985):
• Reaffirms the position taken by the 195th General Assembly (1983);
• We affirm that abortion should not be used as a method of birth control;
• We affirm our support for the Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights as
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the most effective means for making our concent about keeping the 
availability of abortion services safe and legal;
• We arc in agreement (with) the protest against violence a t abortion 
clinics and harassment of persons staffing clinics and persons seeking 
abortions.
. . .  The 199th General Assembly (1987):
• Reaffinn(s) its freedom of choice position in relation to reproductive 
rights.
. . .  The 200th General Assembly (1988):
• Directs the Moderator to select a  task force to conduct a study, to be 
completed within two years of the National Conference on Abortion 
Perspectives, designed to give forum to each different theological position in 
debate of the issues related to problem pregnancies and abortion, and that 
the members of the commission represent the broadest spectrum of 
theological positions within the church. . .
. . .  The 201st General Assembly (1989):
• Opposes abortion elected for the sole purpose of gender selection.
• Supports Operation Respect [of RCAR) which includes: “Clergy for 
Choice" campaign which encourages concerned clergy to sign a pledge of 
support for freedom of choice; deplores harassment of women seeking 
abortions or counseling; encourages presbyteries and sess.ons to study 
tactics used by groups such as “Operation Rescue. ”
• Encourages synods, presbyteries, local churches and individuals to reach 
out to those in crisis pregnancy situations giving resources, time and love.

Reorganized Church o f Jesus Christ 
o f Latter Day Saints
1974 (reaffirmed 1980)

We affirm that parenthood is partnership with God in the creative pro­
cesses o f the universe.
We affirm the necessity of parents to make responsible decisions regard­
ing the conception and nurture o f their children.
We affirm a profound regard for the personhood o f the woman In her
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emotional, mental, and physical health; we also affirm a profound regard 
and concern fo r the potential o f the unborn fetus.
We affirm the inadequacy o f simplistic answers that regard all abortions as 
murder, or, on the other hand, regard abortion only as a medical procedure 
without moral significance.
We affirm the right o f the woman to make her own decision regarding the 
continuation o r termination o f problem pregnancies. Preferably, this deci­
sion should be made in cooperation with her companion and in consulta­
tion with a physician, qualified minister, o r professional counselor. . .
We affirm the need for skilled counselors being accessible to the member­
ship o f the church to assist persons in their struggle with issues centering 
in human sexuality, responsible parenthood, and wholeness o f family life.

Union o f American Hebrew Congregations
Biennial Convention, 1975 (reaffirmed 1981,1990)

'Hie UAHC has long been committed to the right o f a woman to choose ao 
abortion. We reaffirm the position o f the 56th General Assembly in 1981, 
and we endorse the following resolution, adopted by the National Federa­
tion ofTemple Sisterhoods in New Orleans in 1989:
"1. Affirm our unwavering commitment to the protection and preservation 
o f the reproductive rights o f women; pledge our presence and support 
wherever, whenever, and for however long our goal may require it at the 
federal, state and local levels o f government; further, we affirm ou r commit­
ment to work in coalition with compatible pro-choice groups, especially the 
Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights, for the attainment o f our common 
goal.
2. Endorse the 1973 United States Supreme Court decision on Roe vs. Wade 
and deplore all attempts, legislative mid judicial, to dismantle it
3. Support non-restrictive federal and state funding o f reproductive ser­
vices, including abortion, and non-restrictive private insurer coverage.
4. Support minors’ access to reproductive health services, including contra­
ceptives and abortion, unrestricted by parental notification, parental |>er- 
mlssion, o r court order requirements.
5. Support the use o f public hospitals and clinics, however defined, for die 
performance o f abortions, widi unrestricted access and funding for women
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who need it; affinn die right o f health professionals, diose publicly env 
ployed and diose in private practice, to provide reproducdve service coun­
seling and advice, including infomiadon about family planning, contracep- 
don and abortion, and to perform abortions; oppose the criminalization o f 
either die health professionals who perform o r assist at abortions o r the 
women who receive them and affirm die obligadon of local governments to 
protect physically die clients, staff, and premises o f reproducdve care 
facilities against die acdons o f anti-choice persons and groups.
Further,
1. We applaud diose decisions o f die Supreme Court o f Canada diat have 
assured Canadian wonif’n dieir reproductive freedom;
2. We urge die NFTS world-wide constituents to work toward securing or 
retaining reproductive rights for all women.”
3. In conjunction with the above, we urge our UAHC congregations to 
work toward securing o r retaining reproductive rights fo r all women. 
(1990)

Unitarian Universalist Association
General Assembly, 1963 

(reaffirmed 1968,1973,1975,1 >77,1978,1980, 1987)
RIGHT TO CHOOSE
BECAUSE Unitarian Universalists believe that the inherent worth and 
dignity o f every person, the right o f individual conscience, and respect for 
human life are inalienable rights due every person; and that the personal 
right to choose in regard to contraception and abortion is an important 
aspect o f diese rights; and
BECAUSE we believe in tolerance and compassion for persons whose 
choices may diff * from our own; and
BECAUSE we believe not only in the value o f life itself but also in the 
iuality o f life; and
WHEREAS pain, suffering, and loss o f life were widespread prior to die 
legalization Of abortion in 1973 by die U.S. Supreme Court (Roc v. Wade) and 
the 1969 amendments to the Criminal Code o f Canada; and
WHEREAS the issue o f abortion is morally complex, abortion must remain 
a legal option; and
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WHEREAS attempts are now being made to restrict access to birth control 
and abortion by overriding individual decisions o f conscience, and attacks 
in legislatures, courts, and the streets often result in depriving poor women 
o f their right to medical care; and such legislation is an infringement o f the 
principle o f separation o f church and state in that it tries to enact private 
morality into public law; and
WHEREAS there is movement to re-criminalize abortion both for women 
and their health-care providers which could bring back dangerous alterna­
tives to clinically safe abortions;
THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED that the 1987 General Assembly o f the 
Unitarian Universalist Association reaffirms its historic position, support­
ing the right to choose contraception and abortion as legitimate aspects of 
the right to privacy; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
1. I r  ‘vidual Unitarian Universalists educate themselves, their congrega­
tion, and the public about the new moral understandings emergent in the 
works o f feminist theologians and social ethicists; and
2. Unitarian Universalists oppose any move to deny or restrict the distribu­
tion of government funds as a means o f restricting access to full contrace|> 
tive and abortion counseling and/or services, at home or abroad; and
3. Unitarian Universalists actively oppose all legislation, regulations and 
administrative action, at any level o f government intended to undermine or 
circumvent the Roc v. Wade decision; and
4. Unitarian Universalists communicate their opposition to such attempts 
to their legislative representatives and to the electorate; and
5. Unitarian Universalists expose and opixise bogus clinics and other 
tactics that infringe on the free exercise o f the right to choose; and
6. Unitarian Universalists promote legislation funding safe abortions for 
low-income women; and
7. Individual Unitarian Universalists, congregations, and the Unitarian 
Universalist Association open discussion with those o f different mind, and 
seek opportunities to work productively from shared values to promote 
fiunily planning and education for responsible sex; and
BE IT  FINALLY RESOLVED that we affirm the right to choose contracep­
tion and abortion as a legitimate expression o f our constitutional rights. 
(1987)



W E  A F F I R M

Unitarian Universalist W om en ’s Federation
Biennial Convention, 1975 (reaffirmed 1979,1981)

The Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation reaffirmfs) the right o f 
any woman o f any age o r marital o r economic status to have an abortion at 
her own request upon consultation with her physician and urges all Unitar­
ian Universalists in the United States and all Unitarian Universalist societies 
in the United States to resist through their elected representatives the 
efforts now under way by some members o f the Congress o f the United 
States to curtail their right by means o f a Constitutional amendment o r 
other means.

United Church o f Christ
General Synod 16,1987 

(Additional statements regarding freedom of choice were passed in 1971, 
1973,1977,1979,1981, and 1989.)

SEXUALITY AND ABORTION: A  FAITHFUL RESPONSE
WHEREAS, Scripture teaches us that all human life is precious in God’s 
sight and teaches the importance o f personal moral freedom; and
WHEREAS, previous General Synods, beginning in 1971, have considered 
the theological and ethical implications o f abortion, and have supported its 
legal availability, while recognizing its moral ambiguity and urging that 
alternatives to abortion always be fully and carefully considered; anti
WHEREAS, women and men must make decisions about unplanned or 
unwanted pregnancies that involve their physical, emotional, and spiritual 
well-being; and
WHEREAS, the United States leads nearly all other developed nations o f 
the world in pregnancy, abortion, and childbearing rates for teen-agers; 
and
WHEREAS, access to birth control is being jeopardized by decreases in 
funding for human services, including family planning programs, and 
certain groups continue their efforts to reverse the Roe v. Wade decision o f 
1973, which affirms the right to choose a safe and legal abortion; and
WHEREAS, abortion is a social justice issue, both for parents dealing with 
pregnancy and parenting under highly stressed circumstances, as well as 
for our society as a w hole; and
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WHEREAS, previous General Synods have called upon die church to 
provide programs o f counseling and education about the meaning and 
nature o f human life, sexuality, responsible parenUiood, population con­
trol, and family life;
THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED, that the Sixteentii General Synod:
1. affirms the sacredness o f all life, and die i. *ed to protect and defend 
human life in particular,
2. encourages persons facing unplanned pregnancies to consider giving 
birth and parenting the child, o r releasing die child for adoption, before 
abortion;
3. upholds die right o f men and women to have access to adequately 
funded family planning services, and to safe, legal abortions as one option 
among otiiers;
4. affirms die need for adequately funded support systems, including 
health and day care services, for diose who choose to raise children;
5. urges that resources on human sexuality being prepared by the Board 
for Homeland Ministries be used widely in the churches, and that die 
resolutions o f previous General Synods on sexuality issues be distributed 
and studied as part o f tiiese resources;
6. urges the United Church o f Christ, at all levels, to provide supixirt, 
resources, and information to persons facing unplanned pregnancies, in­
cluding counseling o f persons who choose to have abortions;
7. urges die United Church o f Christ, at all levels, to provide educational 
resources and programs to persons, especially young persons, to help 
reduce die incidence o f unplanned and unwanted pregnancies, and to 
encourage responsible approaches to sexual behavior,
8. urges pastors, members, local churches, conferences, and instrumen­
talities to oppose actively legislation and amendments which seek to 
revoke o r limit access to safe and legal abortions.

United Methodist Church
General Conference, 1988

The beginning o f life and the ending of life are the God-given boundaries of 
human existence. While individuals have always had some degree o f
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control over when they would die, they now have die awesome power to 
determine when, and even whether, new individuals will be bom. Our 
belief in the sanctity o f unborn human life makes us reluctant to approve 
abortion. But we are equally bound to respect the sacredness o f life and 
well-being o f die modier fo r whom devastating damage may result from an 
unacceptable pregnancy. In continuity witii past Christian teaching, we 
recognize tragic conflicts o f life witii life tiiat may justify abortion, and in 
such cases support die legal option o f abortion under proper medical 
procedures. We cannot affirm abortion as an acceptable means o f birth 
control, and we unconditionally reject it as a means o f gender selection. We 
call all Christians to a searching and prayerful inquiry into die sorts of 
conditions tiiat may warrant abortion. Governmental laws and regulations 
do not provide all the guidance required by the informed Christian con­
science. Therefore a decision concerning abortion should be made only 
after tiioughtful and prayerful consideration by the parties involved, witii 
medical, pastoral, and other appropriate counsel.—Social Principles, 1988
When, through contraceptive o r human failure, an unacceptable preg­
nancy occurs, we believe tiiat a profound regard fo r unborn human life 
must be weighed alongside an equally profound regard for fully develojied 
|M?rsonhood, particularly when die physical, mental, and emotional healtii 
o f the pregnant woman and her family show reason to be seriously tiireat- 
ened by the new life just forming. W e reject the simplistic answers to the 
problem of abortion which, on the one hand, regard all abortions as 
murders, or, on the other hand, regard all abortions as procedures without 
moral significance.
When an unacceptable pregnancy occurs, a family, and most o f all die 
pregmuil woman, is confronted witii die need to make a difficult decision. 
We believe tiiat continuance o f a pregnancy which endangers die life or 
health of the mother, o r poses otiicr serious problems concerning the life, 
healtii, or mental capability o f die child to be. is not a moral necessity. In 
such a case, we believe the path o f mature Christian judgement may 
indicate the advisability o f abortion. We supixirt the legal right to abortion 
as established by the 1973 Supreme Court decisions. We encourage women 
in counsel with husbands, doctors, and iwstors to make their own respon­
sible decisions concerning the personal o r moral questions surrounding 
the Issue o f abortion.—Resolution on Responsible Parenthood, 1988
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United Synagogue o f America
Biennial Convention, 1975 (reaffirmed 1989)

Jewish tradition cherishes the sanctity o f life, even the potential o f life 
which a pregnant woman carries within her. Under certain unfortunate 
circumstances, such as when the life o r healtii o f the mother are in 
jeopardy, Judaism sanctions, even mandates, abortion. Judaism does not, 
however, condone o r permit abortion for contraceptive purposes; and
Judaism does not believe that personhood and human rights begin with 
conception. The premise that personhood begins with conception is 
founded on a religious position which is not identical with Jewish tradition. 
Therefore, under special circumstances, Judaism chooses and requires 
abortion as an act which affirms and protects the life, well being and health 
o f the mother. To deny ajew ish woman and her family the ability to obtain 
a safe, legal abortion when so mandated by Jewish tradition, is to deprive 
Jews o f their fundamental right o f religious freedom;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED that the Unitea Synagogue of 
America continues to affirm its strong support for the 1973 Supreme Court 
decision o f Roc v. Wade. Any weakening, limitation, o r withdrawal o f the 
Roe v. Wade decision is sure to produce tragic consequences. In light o f the 
recent Supreme Court decision, we must be diligent in our efforts to 
safeguard and preserve the full personal and religious freedom given to the 
American people.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED that the United 
Synagogue o f America opposes any legislative attempt through constitu­
tional amendments, the deprivation o f medicaid, family services and/or 
other current welfare services, to weaken the force o f Ihe United States 
Supreme Court’s decision permitting abortions. (1989)

W om en ’s American ORT
1989

Women’s American ORT reaffirms its long-held position that when and 
whether to bear a child is a woman's private decision, and should not be 
subject to intervention through legislation, Constitutional amendment or 
judicial decree. 'Ihe sole determinants for a woman making such u deci­
sion should be her own |x?rsonal convictions, needs and caiwcities. We 
deplore any measures which erode these fundamental lights o f choice and
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privacy. An added concern is that such measures frequently victimize 
society’s most vulnerable women— the poor and disadvantaged. W e re­
gard such requirements as parental consent o r notification, and unneces­
sarily burdensome licensing criteria for clinics, to be thinly disguised 
methods of restricting women’s access to abortion. Further, we deem 
unconscionable the militant tactics o f some anti-choice protestors, includ­
ing harassment and intimidation of reproductive health care patients. 
Undeniably, they have the right to express their views, but they do not 
have the right to blockade clinic entrances or destroy clinic property. 
Women’s American OKI'w ill stand firm in its opposition to any attempts to 
narrow the opportunity for women to control their own lives.

W omen’s League fo r  Conservative Judaism
Biennial Convention, 1974 (reaffirmed 1982)

Reverence for life is the cornerstone o f our Jewish heritage. Since abortion 
in Jewish law is primarily for the mother’s physical o r mental welfare, we 
deplore the burgeoning casual use o f abortion. Abortion should be "legally 
available, but ethically restricted. Though the abortion o f a fetus is not 
equivalent to taking an actual life, it does represent die destruction o f po­
tential life and must not be undertaken lightly ’’ *
However, Women’s League also believes that the practice o f the principle 
o f die separation o f Church and State guaranteed by our Constitution has 
kept our nation strong and preserved full freedom for the individual. 
Women’s League believes that transmitting religious values is die respon­
sibility o f the religious sector.
Women's League for Conservative Judaism urges its Sisterhoods to op­
pose any legislative attempts through Constitutional amendments, die 
deprivation o f Medicaid, family services and/or other current welfare 
services, to weaken the force o f the Supreme Court’s decision permitting 
abortions. (1982)
‘ from l/we and Sex: A Modem Jewish Perspective by Dr. Robert Gordis
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Young W om en ’s Christian Association o f the U .S A
National Convention, 1970,1973,1988

As ail organization rooted in the Christian faith, the YWCA is deeply 
conscious o f the difficult personal and ethical choices raised by the issue of 
abortion. The YWCA’s position on this issue has been developed during 
almost two decades of study and action by the official representatives of 
our Associations across the country assembled in Convention. Eight suc­
cessive Conventions, 1967, 1970,1973, 1976, 1979,1982, 1985, and 1988 
have addressed this issue.
The position o f the YWCA is not "pro-abortion." It is a position supporting a 
woman's right to make an individual decision based ujxin her own reli­
gious and ethical beliefs and her physician’s guidance. This is the position 
taken by the Supreme Court on January 22,1973, in the case o f Roe v. Wade. 
The Court recognized that science cannot tell us “when life begins," for to 
science, all life is continuum. 'Ihe answer to the question, “When does 
personhood begin?" must remain in the ethical and religious realm.
Since there is a wide variation o f opinion among religious groups and 
individuals in our pluralistic society as to when personhood begins and 
what an ethical decision on abortion may be in different circumstances, the 
YWCA holds that no one religious belief should be mandated by law. Our 
government is expressly commanded to make no law establishing any one 
religion o r prohibiting free expression o f religion. Our position is su)> 
ported by many o f our members who would not themselves seek an 
abortion, but who are concerned to safeguard for all citizens the freedom of 
religion and conscience guaranteed by our Constitution.
I^egal restrictions and prohibition o f abortions affect primarily poor women, 
depriving them o f safe, medically-approved abortions, while women of 
means can travel to locations where abortion is legal and safe. 'Ihe problem 
o f unwanted pregnancies cannot be solved by outlawing abortions, and the 
denial o f public funding for abortions prevents some women from exercis­
ing a Constitutional right guaranteed to all.
For these reasons the YWCA supports “ the rejjeal o f all laws restricting or 
prohibiting abortions performed by a duly licensed physician and supports 
public funding for abortions and pre- and post-abortion counseling.”
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RE LIGIOUS CO A L I T I O N  I-OR A B O R T I O N  RIGHTS

The logo of the Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights combines the 
symbols of two great religions. The Christian cross is made up of 
many branches rather than two strokes to represent the many sects 
of Christianity. Its lower branch is part of the menorah, symbol of the 
Old Testament, representing both the Jewish faith and the roots of 
Christianity. Resting on the base of three vertical bars (ancient 
symbol of an active intellect), the cross and menorah are intertwined 
to demonstrate the unity of purpose of the Coalition.

For additional information about the Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights, write or call:
REIJGIOUS COALTTION FOR ABORTION RIGHTS 

100 Maryland Avenue, N.M.
Washington, I).C. 20002 

202/543-7032
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F o r e w o r d

T he richness o f the English lan­
guage a llow s trem endous 
bree d'h o f description. Our choice o f words and our willingness to be 

open to new ideas and information are important in any controversy, 
especially one related to the sensitive decisions women make about 
birth control and abortion. No one wants to be misled by words that 
convey a false image or impression.

All organizations utilize persuasive language, but some are not 
content with using words to convey their true o r precise meanings. It is 
essential, therefore, that words and texts in the abortion debate be 
examined carefully fo r their meanings, as well as for the images they 
convey so that a real and la. ing understanding o f the issues in the 
debate may be promoted.

The Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights is well suited to prepare 
this guide to terminology and imagery because the Coalition operates 
within the religious and moral tradition o f freedom as well as re sec t for 
persons. The Coalition asserts that women, as well as men, have the 
capability and the right to make moral choices regarding their lives, their 
health, their family security, and their future.

John M. Swomley, Ph.D.
Emeritus Professor o f Christian Ethics 
St. Paul School o f Theology 
Kansas City, Missouri
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T h e  P o w er 
o f 

La n g u a g e
\ J \ I  hen advocating for a cause, es- 
T T pecially a controversial one, 

nothing is as powerful as the language we use. Whoever defines the 
debate has the battle half won. Words are chosen deliberately and 
carefully to persuade, but persuasive speech becomes propaganda 
when half-truths and inaccuracies are deliberately used to mislead.

The foundation o f the carefully chosen language used by opponents 
ofabortionrightsisatheologicalasserlionthathumanlifeorpersonhood 
begins at conception— a belief not shared by all faith groups. Although 
theologians have addressed the question o f the beginning o f life for 
centuries without reaching a single answer, abortion rights opponents 
promote their theological belief as the one and only truth.

T o them, “ baby" is interpreted as a synonym for the fetus and women 
who choose abortion are characterized as callous and irresponsible 
"baby killers." Terms such as "abortion as birth control,” “abortion for 
convenience," and “abortion on demand” imply that women who have 
abortions do so lightly and without thought.

Further, opponents o f abortion rights select pictures and images that 
trivialize and devalue women. Picturesoflate-term fetuses and abortions 
are used to stir our emotions and to evoke images o f babies, but the 
images ignore the pregnant woman. Focusing on late-term fetuses 
diverts our attention from the pregnant woman and the small numberof 
abortions performed after the first twelve weeksof pregnancy. Only nine 
percent o f abortions are performed after the first trimester o f preg­
nancy and only 0.01 percent after 24 weeks o f pregnancy, the 
approximate time o f viability— the point when a fetus has the capacity 
to survive outside the womb.1

1
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Words sucli as “baby killer" and “death chambers” clearly reflect an 
anti-choice point o f view. Yet more subtle, equally dangerous terms find 
their way into journalism and public discourse. Individuals often use the 
misleadinglanguage.unawareofthelerms’ half-truthsandinaccuracies. 
How does this happen? The National Right to Life Committee and other 
anti-choice groups work with anti-choice legislators to write legislation 
using their carefully chosen, misleading language. The media then 
report on this legislation, using the words essentially as they appear in 
the bills. The media assumes tiiat legislative language is neutral. Thus, 
the deceptive words are passed on to the public, which accepts them as 
neutral and begins to use them, often unaware o f these words’ subtle 
manipulations.

Newspapers cairy such misleading headlines as “Mother’s Right 
Upheld Over Fetus’s” and “Bill Would Ban Use o f Abortion as Birth 
Control.” A woman is labeled a "mother” whether she has— or wants—  
children. Calling a pregnant woman "mother” also lacks respect for 
those pregnant women who, according to the teachings o f their faith or 
their conscience, do not consider themselves mothers until they give 
birth, the moment when they believe that human life o r personhood 
begins. Calling abortion a "method o f birth control" legitimizes the 
implication that women in general are irresponsible and that those who 
decide upon abortion do so for trivial reasons.

These deceptive phrases are also reported on radio and television. 
We hear on the evening news that “ the Supreme Court handed down a 
decision today on a matter o f life and death." By equating abortion with 
"a matter o f life and death," the position that human life begins at 
conception is reinforced.

All who discuss abortion rights must be held accountable for their 
words. To mislead and manipulate the public is dishonest. There is no 
room for dishonesty in the sensitive discussion o f abortion.

Words of Choice is intended to review the dishonest language of 
abortion rights opponents and to reveal the false impressions these 
words convey. Readers are encouraged to use Words of Choice as a re­
source for factual information concerning reproductive freedom and as 
a basis to inform and educate those who use misleading language, 
whether they do so purposefully or not.



G l o s s a r y  o f  T e r m s  
U s e d  b y  O p p o n e n t s  o f  

A b o r t i o n  R i g h t s

ABORTION AS BIRTH CONTROL
Opponents ofabortion rights claim that over 90 percent of all abortions 

arc used as a substitute for contraception.- Abortions excluded from this 
definition are only some of those performed because a woman's life is in 
danger, there is severe fetal deformity, or the pregnancy was a > esult of rape 
or incest.

Referring to abortion as a primary method o f contraception implies 
that women in general are irresponsible and immoral. Further, it implies 
that those who choose abortion do so arrogantly, without carefully 
considering the impact of their decisions upon themselves and their 
families.

Contraceptive methods currently available in the United Statesdo not 
meet the health, economic, and social needs o f many women. In 1987, 
51 percent o f women who obtained abortions in 1987 were using a 
contraceptive method the month they became pregnant.3

According to a 1990 National Academy o f Sciences report, wider 
choices o f contraceptive methods and greater access to these methods 
exists in Western Europe and some less developed countries than in the 
United States. Problems of unintended pregnancy, unwanted children, 
excessive rates o f abortion, and sterilizations are the result o f the United 
States falling far behind many other countries in Ihe development and 
availability o f safe, effective contraceptive methods,4

Many organizations opposing abortion state they have no policy on 
contraception. Yet pressure from anti-abortion groups serves as an 
obstacle in the contraceptive development process/1

3
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A B O R T IO N  F O R  C O N V E N IE N C E
Anti-abortion activists define abortion as a matter o f convenience, 

depicting women who choose abortion as impulsive and careless.
W h a t  is  d ism is s e d  a s  a  “ c o n v e n ie n c e "  is  in tru th  a  ju d ic io u s , w ise  

ch o ic e  f o r  m a n y  w om en . T h e  fac t th a t m a n y  w om en  e n d u re  sh ou tin g , 
h a ra s s in g  a n ti-a b o rt io n is ts  a t c lin ic s  is  e v id e n c e  n o t o f  c o n v en ie n c e  bu t 
w hat th e y  c o n s id e r  a  n ece ss ity .

M a n y p re g n a n tw o m e n fa c e g re a td i f f ic u lt y o b ta in in g a n a b o r t io n d u e  
to  la c k  o f  a c c e ss . M o r e  than  8 0  p e rc e n t o f  U .S . c o u n tie s , w h e re  31  
p e rc e n t o f  w om en  o f  re p ro d u c tiv e  a g e  liv e , h a v e  n o  id en tifie d  a b o rt io n  
p ro v id e rs . (S e e  W a it in g  P e r io d .)

A B O R T IO N  F O R  G E N D E R  S B  IE C T IO N
legislation barting abortion fo r  the purpose o f  gender selection is often 

advocated by opponents o f  abortion rights.
Such  le g is la t io n  s e rv e s  to  p ro m o te  th e  im a g e  th a t w om en  a re  im m o r­

a l ly  c h o o s in g  a b o rt io n . N e ith e r  s ta tis tic s  n o r  re c o rd s  e x is t  to  d o cu m en t 
th e  o c c u r re n c e  o f  g e n d e r  se le c t io n  a b o r t io n s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes . T h e  
id e a  o f  g e n d e r  s e le c t io n  a b o r t io n s  is  a  m y th .

A B O R T IO N  O N  D E M A N D
Opponents o f  abortion rights assert that “abortion on demand" up until 

the moment o f  birth is available in the United States. This claim implies 
that a pregnant woman can walk into an abortion provider's office at any 
time in her pregnancy and demand an abortion, lit is  is not true.

T h e  S u p re m e  C o u r t ’s  1 9 7 3  Roe v. Wade d e c is io n  le g a liz in g  a b o rt io n  
d id  not a u th o r iz e  "a b o r t io n  o n  d em a n d ”  u p  u n ti l b ir th . I h e  S u p rem e  
C o u r t  ru le d  th a t  d u r in g  th e  f ir s t  1 2 -1 4  w e e k s— th e  firs t  t r im e s te r— o f  
p re g n an cy , th e  d e c is io n  a b o u t an  a b o r t io n  is  a  p riv a te , m e d ic a l o n e  to  b e  
m ade  b y  th e  w om an  in c o n su lta t io n  w ith  h e r  d o c to r . D u r in g  th e  sec on d  
t r im e s te r , th e  C o u r t  ru le d , th e  S ta te  m a y  in i |)o s e  su ch  re s t r ic t io n s  a s  a re  
n e c e s sa ry  to  s a fe g u a rd  th e  w om an ’s  h e a lth , but m a y  n o t ban  th e  
p ro c e d u re .
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D u r in g  th e  th ird  t r im e s te r , a s  th e  p o in t o f  v iab ility  a p p ro a c h e s— th e  
p o in t w h en  a  fe tu s  h a s  th e  capac ity  to  su rv iv e  o u ts id e  th e  w om b— th e  
C o u r t  ru le d  th a t th e  s ta te ’s in te re s t in p ro te c t in g  "p o ten tia l life ”  b e c om e s  
c o m p e llin g  a nd  th a t th e  S ta te  m a y  p ro h ib it  a l l  a b o r t io n s  e x cep t th o s e  
n e c e s s a ry  to  p re s e rv e  th e  li fe  o r  h e a lth  o f  a  w om an . O p p on en ts  a s s e r t  
th a t th e  p o in t o f  v iab ility  h a s  m o v ed  to  a s  e a r ly  a s  19 w e e k s  o f  fe ta l 
d e v e lo p m en t , b u t sc ien tific  e v id e n c e  ind ica te s th a t v iab ility  h a s  n o t 
c h an g ed  s ig n ific a n t ly  s in c e  th e  1 9 73  d ec is io n .7

F e w w o m e n  ob ta in  a b o rt io n s  la te  in th e irp re g n a n c ie s . M o re  th an  h a lf  
o f  a l l  a b o r t io n s  o c c u r  at o r  b e fo re  th e  e ig h th  w e e k ; 91  p e rc e n t a re  
p e r fo rm e d  in th e  f ir s t  t r im e s te r ; an d  ju s t  o v e r  9 6  p e rc e n t la k e  p la ce  
d u r in g  th e  firs t 15  w e e k s  o f  p re g n an c y . O n ly  o n e  h a l f  o f  o n e  p e rc e n t a re  
p e r fo rm e d  p as t 2 0  w e e k s  o f  g e s ta t io n  w ith  m o s t o f  th e se  at 21  o r  2 2  
w e e k s . A  m e re  0 .0 1  p e rc e n t o f  a l l a b o rt io n s , o n ly  a b ou t 1 0 0 - 2 0 0  p ro c e ­
d u re s , a re  p e r fo rm e d  each  y e a r  a fte r  2 4  w e e k s  o f  p re g n an c y .s

A B O R T IO N  P IL L
Opponents o f abortion rights label RU-i186 the "death drug" and a 

“human pesticide ”  and are committed to fight any attempts to test the drug 
o r bring it into the United States. 'Ihcy claim that RU-486 is medically 
harmfiil to women and argue that i f  it were available here, it would be 
casually obtainable over Ihe counter.

R IM 8 6  is a  syn thetic h o rm on e  that te rm inates a  p regnancy in the  ea rly  
s tages o f  t lie  firs t trim este r w hen  taken  with d ie  h o rm on e  p rostag land in . B y  
rep lac ing  su rg ica l abortion , R IM 8 6  p rom ises  to  m a ke  th e  term ination  o f  an 
unp lanned  p regnancy private, non-invasive, and fre e  o f  the h a rass ing  envi­
ronm en t at m any rep roduc tive hea lth  ca re  clinics, bu t R IM 8 6  is n ot cu rren tly  
availab le in th e  U n ited  States.

'H ie  A m e ric a n  M ed ic a l A sso c ia t io n  and  th e  A m e ric a n  P s y c h o lo g ic a l 
A sso c ia t io n  h a v e  e n d o rs e d  te s t in g  and  [x is s ib le  u s e  o f  th e  p ill.'1 S tu d ie s  
c ond  uctcd  in F ra n c e  ;m d G re a t B rita in  attest to  th e  sa fe ty  and  e ffec tiveness  
o f  R U -4 8 6  w h en  ta k en  in c o n ju n c t io n  w ith p ro s ta g la n d in .11’ S tu d ie s  a ls o  
r e v e a l th a t R U -4 8 6  s h o w s  p ro m is e  a s  a  t re a tm e n t  f o r  e n d o m e t r io s is ,  
b re a s t  c a n c e r ,  C u s h in g s  d is e a s e , c e r ta in  b ra in  c a n c e rs , a n d  v i ra l 
In fe c t io n s ."
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C u r re n t ly  in  F ra n c e  w h e re  R U -4 8 6  w as d e v e lo p e d , th e  p ill is  d is t r ib ­
u ted  u n d e r  c a re fu l c o n t ro ls . F a c li  p ill is  re g is te re d  a n d  d isp en sed  o n ly  
b y  d e s ig n a te d  c lin ic s . T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s ’ s t r ic t d ru g  s a fe ty  s ta n d a rd s  
c o u ld  re q u ire  s im i la r ly  s tr ic t c o n t ro l.

A D O P T IO N
To opponents o f abortion rights there are only two options fo r  pregnant 

women: adoption or keeping the child.
A dop tio n  is  a  w e ll-c h o se n , w ise  o p tio n  fo r  s o m e  w om en  faced  w ith  

u n p la n n e d  o r  p ro b le m  p re g n an c ie s . H ow e v e r , a d op tion  c a n n o t stand  in 
th e  p la c e  o f  a b o rt io n  f o r  a l l w o m e n .T h e  p h y s ic a l r is k s a n d  em o t io n a l and  
so c ia l b u rd e n s  o f  c a r ry in g  a p re g n an c y  to  te rm  and  th e n  g iv in g  up  th e  
b ab y  f o r  a d op tio n  e lim in a te  su ch  a  c h o ic e  f o r  m an y  w om en .

A lth o u g h  a b o r t io n , p re g n an c y , an d  ch ild b ir th  a re  re la t iv e ly  sa fe , 
p re g n a n c y  and  c h i ld b ir th  a r e  s e v en  to  2 5  t im e s  m o re  l ik e ly  to  re su lt in  
th e  d e a th  o f  a  p re g n a n t w om an  than  is  a n  a b o r t io n .11 M o r e  th an  h a lf  o f  
a l l w om en  w h o  g o  th ro u g h  p re g n a n c y  an d  c h i ld b ir th  a r e  tre a ted  fo r  
s o m e  m ed ic a l c om p lic a t io n  an d  3 0  p e rc e n t a re  tre a ted  f o r  m a jo r  c om p li­
c a t io n s .1' In  c o n tra s t , th e  ra te  o f  m a jo rc om p lic a t io n s  f ro m  a b o rt io n , w ith  
n o  p re e x is t in g  c o m p lic a t io n s  o r  c o n c u r re n t  s te r i liz a tio n s , w a s  0 .5  p e r ­
c en t f r o m  1 9 7 5  to  1 9 7 8 .14

In  a d d it io n , s ta tis tic s  sh ow  tha t n o t a ll c h i ld re n  a re  ad op tab le . W h i le  
100  ad op tiv e  c o u p le s  o r  s in g le s  a re  w a ilin g  fo r  e v e ry  h e a lth y  w h ite  b aby , 
th e y  a re  le s s  w illin g  to  a d op t m in o r ity  and  d isa b le d  c h i l ».u  A fric an  
A m e ric a n  c h i ld re n  c om p ris e 2 5  percen t o fth e c h ild re n a d op . i o r  p laced in 
adoptive h om e sb u tre p re s e n t3 8  percent o f  th e ch ild ren  fre e  fo rad op tiom ind  
awaiting p la c em en t10

A M I-R IC A N  H O L O C A U S T
Abortion and the Nazi Holocaust are frequently equated by opponents o f 

abortion rights. 77icy refer to reproductive health care clinics as “death 
chambers"and title the professionals who perform abortions "Nazi butchers."

T h e  c o m p a r is o n  is  u n c o n s c io n a b le ; it t riv ia lize s  th e  im m en s ity  o f  th e
I I i t le r  g o v e rn m en t 's  d e lib e ra te  and  sy s tem a tic  a ttem p t to  a n n ih ila te  th e
e n t ire  Jew ish  |>opu la tion  and  o th e r  g ro u p s  d e em ed  “ u n d e s ira b le ."
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G o v e rn m e n ta l m u rd e r  o f  e n t ire  p op u la t io n s  c a n n o t b e  e q u a ted  w ith  th e  
th o u g h tfu l, in d iv id u a l d ec is ion  o f  w h e th e r  o r  n o t to  c a r ry  a  p re g n a n c y  to  
te rm . (S e e  G e n o c id e .)

B A B Y , O R  U N B O R N  C H IL D
Abortion rights opponents consistently refer to a fetus as a “baby." 

"unborn child f o r  *freborn . "  The use o f humanizing terms such as ‘lliis 
little guy" is also encouraged. '7

T h e s e  w o rd s  m an ip u la te  th e  p u b lic  to  p e rc e iv e  a  fe tu s , f ro m  th e  
m om en t o f  c o n c ep t io n , a s  a  cu te  an d  c u d d ly  b ab y . P o te n t ia l h um an  life  
is  eq u a ted  w ith  an  a c tua l h um an  b e ing .

B E G IN N IN G  O F  L IF E
Abortion rights opponents claim the moral high ground by defining the 

moment o f conception as the beginning o f human life or personhood.
F o rc e n tu r ie s , th e o lo g ia n s  and  sc ie n tis ts  h a v e  a rg u e d  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  

th e  b e g in n in g  o f  li fe  w ith ou t re a c h in g  c o n s e n su s . 'H ie  p o s it io n  o f  th e  
N a tio n a l A c ad em y  o f  S c ien ce s  is th a t "d e fin in g  th e  tim e  a t w h ich  th e  
d e v e lo p in g  e m b ry o  b e c om e s  a |x> rson m u s t rem a in  a m a tte r o f  m o ra l o r  
re lig io u s  v a lu e .” 1*

P la c in g  in to  law  o n ly  o n e  th e o ry  c o n c e rn in g  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  h um an  
li fe  o r  p e r s o n h o o d  im p o se s  a s in g le  th e o lo g ic a l |x * rsp ec tive  on  a l l 
in d iv id u a ls , r e g a rd le s s  o f  th e  te a ch in g s  o f  t h e i r  ow n  fa ith s  an d  v io la te s  
th e  c o n s titu t io n a l g u a ra n te e  o f  f re e d o m  o f  re lig io n . H ow ev e r , a t lea s t 
th re e  s ta te s  h a v e  d e c la ra t io n s  o f  leg is la tiv e  in ten t w h ich  c le a r ly  sta te  that 
life  b e g in s  at c o n c ep tio n , th e re b y  im p ly in g  a  fe tu s  is  a  le g a l p e rs o n . 'H ie  
s ta te s  a re  I l l in o is , L ou is ia n a , and  M is s o u r i .18

C U N 1 C  R E S C U E S
To “rescue the babies, "demonstrators from anti-abortion groups such as 

"Operation Rescue" physically block the doors o f reproductive health care 
facilities to prevent abortions from taking place.

W h i le  th e s e  d e m o n s tra to rs  h a ra s s  w om en  s e e k in g  a b o r t io n s  an d  
m e d ic a l p e rs o n n e l p e r fo rm in g  th e  p ro c e d u re , th e y  a ls o  p re v e n t c lin ic
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a c c e ss  to  in d iv id u a ls  s e e k in g  c o n tra c ep tiv e s  a n d  b as ic  re p ro d u c tiv e  
h e a lth  ca re . In  1 9 8 5 ,4 7  p e rc e n t o f  a b o r t io n  p ro v id e rs , s e rv in g  8 3  p e rc e n t 
o f  a l l a b o rt io n  p a tien ts , w e re  h a ra s s e d .20

T h e s e  s o  c a lle d  " re s c u e rs ”  t ry  to  eq u a te  th e ir  ac tiv itie s  w ith  th e  n o n ­
v io le n t p ro te s ts  o f  th e  C iv il R ig h ts  M o v e m en t b u t m a n y  a re  a r re s te d  f o r  
a s s au lt , t re sp a s s in g  and  in v as ion . T h e  c o m p a r is o n  is  in va lid . T h e  a im  o f  
th e  C iv il R ig h ts  M o v em en t w as to  p ro v id e  e q u a l o p p o rtu n it ie s  to  
p e rs o n s  d en ie d  o p p o rtu n it ie s  b eca u se  o f  ra c e , e th n ic ity  a n d / o r  s e x  bu t 
“ re s c u e rs "  t ry  to  re sc in d  and  re s t r ic t  r ig h ts .

W h e n  b ro u g h t to  t ria l, " re s c u e rs "  a ttem p t to  u s e  th e  “ n e c e s s ity ’’  o r  
“ c h o ic e  o fe v i ls "  d e fe n s e , e x c u s in g  th e ir  v io le n c e  a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  p re v e n t 
th e  “ m u rd e r  o f  u n b o rn  c h i ld re n ."  W h i le  m o s t  ju d g e s  a re  n o t in f lu e n c ed  
b y  s u ch , th e y  h a v e  acqu itted  t re s p a s s e rs  u s in g  th is  d e fe n se  in at leas t 
tw o  s ta te s .21

D e m o n s t ra to rs  c o n tin u e  to  b lo c k a d e  c lin ic  d o o r s  d e sp ite  F e d e ra l 
in ju n c tio n s  p re v e n t in g  th em  f ro m  d o in g  s o . R a n d a ll T e r r y ,  fo u n d e r  o f  
O p e ra t io n  R e sc u e , h a s  s ta ted , "W e  h a v e  o u r  ow n  in ju n c tio n . G o d ’s  
in ju n c tio n ."22

F E T A L  T IS S U E  R E S E A R C H
Opponents o f abortion rights arc opposed to research using fetal tissue 

despite its possible success m treating Parkinson's disease, spinal cord 
injuries, epilepsy, diabetes, and Alzheimer’s disease.-1 Ihcy contend that 
this research will encourage women to have abortions in order to profit 
from  the procedure, 'ihcy argue that these women will choose to become 
“baby machines, "supplying the necessary fetal tissue as a way o f increasing 
their income to provide fo r tlwir families.

A b o rt io n  is  a  s om e t im e s  p a in fu l b u t n e c e s s a ry  c h o ic e  th a t w om en  
m u s t  m a ke . W o m e n  w ill n o t b e c o m e  p re g n a n t in o r d e r  to  p ro fit  f r o m  th e  
s a le  o f  a b o r te d  fe ta l tis sue , and  re s p o n s ib le  c lin ic s  w ill n o t e n g a g e  in 
s u ch  p rac tice .

In  add it ion , w o m e n  fa c in g  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  a re  n o t in te re s te d  
in re a d in g  re s e a rc h  w h ich  sh ow s  th a t fe ta l t is su e  c an  b e  u sed  in th e  
t re a tm en t o f  c e r ta in  d ise a se s . T h a t  is  s im p ly  n o t  a  fa c to r  in a  w om an ’s 
d e c is io n  to  te rm in a te  a  p ro b lem  p re g n an cy .
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GENOCIDE

Opponents o f abortion rights claim that abortion is genocide o f people o f 
color, llie y  contend that people o f color are coerced into obtaining abor­
tions at inner-city reproductive health care clinics by medical personnel, 
many o f  whom arc white.

W e b s te r ’s  D ic t io n a ry  d e f in e s g e n o c id e a s " th e d e lib e ra te a n d  sy s tem ­
a tic  d e s tru c tio n  o f  a  n a t io n a l, p o lit ic a l, o r  c u ltu ra l g ro u p .” 24 T h is  a rg u - 
m e r  o f  a b o rt io n  r ig h ts  o p p o n e n ts  is  in ten d ed  to  m a k e  a p re gn an t 
w om an  o f  c o lo r  b e lie v e  th a t i f  s h e  c h o o s e s  a b o rt io n , s h e  is  g u i lty  o f  
p a rt ic ip a tin g  in th e  a n n ih ila t io n  o f  h e r  ra c e . W om e n  o f  c o lo r  and  th e ir  
fam ilie s  a r e  d en ie d  th e  r ig h t  to  m a k e  w ise , ju d ic io u s , a n d  re sp o n s ib le  
d e c is io n s . (S e e  A m e ric a n  H o lo c a u s t .)

H U M A N  BEING

From the moment o f conception, human cells arc referred to as a 
human being by anti-abortion rights activists.

S u c h  te rm in o lo g y  is  k n ow n  a s  p ro le p s is , d e fin ed  a s  "an  an tic ipa ting , 
e sp e c ia lly  th e  d e sc rib in g  o f  an  ev en t a s  i f  it h ad  a lre a d y  h ap p en ed ,”  w hen  
in fac t it m ay  b e  m o n th s  aw ay o r  it m a y  n e v e r  h appen .25 J u s t  a s  s tepp ing  
o n  a n d  c ru sh in g  an a c o rn  is  n o t th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f  an  o a k  t re e , h um an  
ce lls  fro m  the m om en t o f  conception a re  not hum an  lx-ings. (S e e  P e rson .)

INNOCENT H U M A N  LIFE

Opponents o f abortion rights describe a ll fetuses as "innocent human 
life,“ thus implying that women who choose abortion defile innocence and 
are guilty, sinful murderers as well.

T h e  te rm  " in n o c en t h u m an  life ”  w as o r ig in a lly  u sed  b y  v a r io u s  p op es  
to  r e f e r  to  fe ta l life  that h a s  c om m itte d  n o  s in . T h e  w o rd  “ in n oc en t”  
c o m e s  fro m  tw o ta t in  w o rd s , in (n o t ) a n d  nocere ( to  h a rm ) and  th e re fo re  
m e a n s  not h a rm fu l o r  n o t d a n g e ro u s . S o m e  fe tu se s , th o u g h , a r e  h a rm fu l 
to  th e  life  o r  h e a lth  o f  th e  p re g n an t w om an .
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M E D IC A L  N E C E S S IT Y
Some abortion rights opponents will accept abortion when the life o f a 

pregnant woman is at risk but not when danger to Iter health makes the 
procedure medically necessary.

A  n u m b e r  o f  h e a lt l i  c o n d it io n s  a re  e x a c e rb a te d  b y  p re g n an c y  s u ch  a s  
e p ile p sy , d ia b e te s , m a lig n a n t tu m o rs , h y p e rte n s io n , k id n e y  d ise a se , 
s ic k le  c e ll a n em ia , and  h e a r t  d ise a se . P re g n a n c y  in th e se  c a se s  in ­
c re a s e s  th e  s e v e r ity  o f  th e  d ise a se  and  can  le a d  to  p e rm a n e n t d am ag e .28

M O T H E R
Abortion rights opponents refer to a ll pregnant women, even the 11- 

year-old pregnant giri, as “mother" without knowing whether the women 
have o r want children. They define motherhood by the nine months o f 
pregnancy and the genetic tic between the woman and the fetus.

L ib e l in g  p re g n a n t w om en  “ m o th e r"  c re a te s  im ag e s  o f  b ab ie s , aga in  
d e fin in g  th e  d e c is io n  to  te rm in a te  a p re g n an c y  a s  nega tive . T h e  D ic t io ­
n a ry  d e fin e s  “ m o th e r"  a s  “ a  w om an  w h o  h a s  b o rn e  a c h i ld : . . .  ( o n e  w h o ) 
n u r tu r e s in th e m a n n e ro fa m o th e r ." 27 M o th e rh o o d  and  p a ren tin g , w h en  
c h o s e n , can  b e  e x p e r ie n c e s  f i lle d  w ith  jo y .  B u t  th e  la b e l o f  “ m o th e r"  
p ro m o te d  b y  o p p o n e n ts  o f  a b o rt io n  r ig h ts  d is re g a rd s  th e  re sp o n s ib i li ­
t ie s  o f  n u r tu r in g , lo v in g , fe e d in g  and  c lo th in g  c h ild re n .

M U R D E R
llased on tlieit position that a fetus is a human being, opponents o f 

abortion rights describe abortion as "murder"and label women who choose 
to terminate their pregnancies “murderers.m

I f  l l i i s  a s sum p tio n  w e re  m o re  th an  m is le a d in g  rh e to r ic  an d  w e re  
c a r r ie d  to  its  lo g ic a l c o n c lu s io n , th e n  w om en  w h o  c h o o s e  a b o rt io n  
w ou ld  b e  c h a rg e d  w ith  m u rd e r  and  w ou ld  fa ce  d ie  d ea th  p en a lty  o r  life  
im p ris o n m en t. U n d e r  th e s e  c irc u m s ta n c e s , th e  p a r tn e r  w h o  p a rtic i­
p a te s  in th e  d e c is io n , th e  c le rg y  w h o  c o u n s e ls , o r  th e  h e a lth  p ro fe s s io n a l 
w h o  |R * rfo rm s  th e  a b o r t io n  w ou ld  b e  c h a rg e d  a s  a c c e s so r ie s  to  th e  
“ m u rd e r ."
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I I I  ad d it ion , u s in g  fa ls e  la n g u ag e  su ch  a s  "m u rd e r ”  c re a te s  th e  
im p re s s io n  th a t a o o r t io n — a le g a l m ed ica l p ra c tice— is n o t o n ly  im m o ra l 
h u t a ls o  i lle g a l.

P A R E N T A L  R IG H T S
Anti-abortion rights advocates, asserting the right o f a ll parents to be 

involved in their children's decisions regarding abortion, have been 
proposing laws which dictate parental involvement and parent-child 
communication.

M an y  te e n a g e rs  v o lu n ta r i ly  s e e k  o u t th e  lo v e , su p p o rt , an d  g u id an c e  
o f  th e ir  p a re n ts  w h en  faced  w ith  su ch  a  d iff ic u lt  d e c is io n . M o re  than  5 0  
p e rc en t o f  a b o r t io n  p atien ts 17 -yea rs -o ld  and  y o u n g e r  in v o lv e d  at le a s t 
o n e  p a ren t in  t h e ir  d ec is ion .2’1

L e g a lly  m and a tin g  p a ren t-ch ild  c om m u n ic a t io n  e n d a n g e rs  th o se  
te e n a g e rs  w h o  fe e l th e y  c ann o t ta lk  w ith  th e ir  p a re n ts  f o r  le g it im a te  
re a s o n s , in c lu d in g  a  fe a r  o f  ab u se , lo s s  o f  p a ren ta l lo v e , o r  b e ca u se  th e ir  
p re g n an c y  is  a  r e s u lt  o f  incest. C o n se q u en t ly , th e s e  te e n a g e rs  a re  m o re  
lik e ly  to  s e e k  a b o r t io n s  in u n sa fe  e n v iro n m en ts . Ju d ic ia l b yp a ss  p ro c e ­
d u re s , a lth o u g h  o fte n  e s ta b lish ed  to  s e rv e  p re g n an t te e n a g e rs , a r e  
d is c r im in a to ry , b u rd e n s om e , a nd  o ften  in e ffe c tiv e .

T h o s e  p ro p o s in g  p a ren ta l n o tifica tion  a n d  c o n s e n t le g is la t io n  n o te  
th a t e v en  e a r  p ie rc in g  re q u ire s  p a ren ta l in v o lv em en t . T h is  triv ia liz e s  th e  
s e r io u sn e s s  o f  an  u nw an ted  p re g n an c y . M ow  m a n y  te e n a g e rs  h ave  d ied  
fro m  a  b ack -a lle y  e a r  p ie rc ing ?

P E R S O N
'Ihe anti-abortion rights movement defines a  fertilized egg from the 

moment o f conception as a person because it contains 46  chromosomes, the 
fu ll genetic blueprint fo r a human body.

Ju st a s  a b lu e p r in t  f o r  a  h o u s e  is  n o t a  h o u s e , a  g en e tic  b lu e p r in t  f o r  
a  h um an  b o d y  is  n o t a  p e rs o n . A  p e rso n  is  th e  c u m u la t iv e  re su lt  o f  a 
p ro c e s s , n o t  m e re ly  a  c o lle c t io n  o f  g en e s . S c ien tis ts  h a v e  es tim a ted  that 
o n ly  on e -th ird  to  o n e -h a lf o f  a ll fe rt iliz ed  e g g s  d e v e lo p  b eyond  c o n c e p ­
t ion  ev en  in th e  m o s t fa v o ra b le  m ed ica l c irc u m s ta n c e s .2"
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T h e  U .S . C o n s t itu t io n  d e fin e s  a  p e rs o n  a s  o n e  w h o  is  “ b o m ."  T h e  
S u p rem e  C o u r t  ru le d  in Roe v. Wade th a t in th e  C on s t itu t io n  “ th e  u s e  o f  
th e  w o rd  ( ji e r s o n )  is  su ch  th a t it h a s  ap p lic a tio n  o n ly  p o s tn a ta lly . N o n e  
ind ica te s , w ith  an y  a s s u ra n c e , th a t it h a s  a n y  p o s s ib le  p re -n a ta l ap p lic a ­
t io n .” 30 T h e  B ib le  d e fin e s  a  p e rs o n  a s  “ n e fe sh ,”  o n e  w h o  b re a th e s .31

P O S T  A B O R T IO N  S Y N D R O M E  (P A S )
Opponents o f  abortion rights define Post Abortion Syndrome (PAS) as 

a form o f post-traumatic stress disorder with long-term chrniic symptoms 
which include nightmares, feelings o f guilt, and attempted suicide.32 'Ihcy 
claim that PAS is widespread not only among women who have had 
abortions but also among the men and parents involved in the decision.

W h i le  o p p o n e n ts  c la im  p o s t-tra um a tic  s t r e s s  d is o rd e r  e x is ts  fo l lo w ­
in g  a b o r t io n , a b o r t io n  d o e s  n o t  m e e t  th e  A m e r ic a n  P s y c h ia t r ic  
A sso c ia t io n ’s  d e fin it io n  o f  t ra u m a .33 W o m e n  m a y  fe e l n o rm a l p s y c h o ­
lo g ic a l re a c t io n s  s im i la r  to  p o s tp a rtu m  d e p re s s io n  fo r  a  few  w e e k s  
b eca u se  o f  h o rm o n a l c h a n g e s  fo l lo w in g  a b o r t io n .

T h e  A m e ric a n  P s y c h o lo g ic a l A sso c ia t io n  c o n v e n e d  an  e x p e r t  p ane l 
to  e x am in e  19  s tu d ie s  o n  th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l im p a c t o f  a b o r t io n . In  A p ril 
1 9 90 , th e  p a n e l u n a n im o u s ly  c o n c lu d e d : “A lth o u g h  th e re  m a y  b e  se n ­
s a t io n s  o f  re g re t , s a d n e s s  o r  g u ilt , th e  w e ig h t o f  th e  e v id e n c e  fro m  
sc ien tific  s tu d ie s  in d ica te s  th a t le g a l a b o r t io n  o f  an  u nw an ted  p re g n a n c y  
in th e  firs t t r im e s te r  d o e s  n o t  p o s e  a p s y c h o lo g ic a l h a z a rd  f o r  m o s t 
w o m e n . . . .  A fte r  f irs t t r im e s te r  a b o r t io n , m o s t w om en  m o s t f re q u e n t ly
re p o r t  fe e lin g  r e l ie f  a n d  h a p p in e s s  S e v e re  n eg a tiv e  re a c t io n s  a fte r
a b o r t io n  a re  r a r e  an d  c a n  b e s t b e  u n d e rs to o d  in th e  fra m e w o rk  o f  c o p in g  
w ith  a  n o rm a l l i fe  s t re s s ." 34

'D ie  A m e ric an  P s y c h ia t r ic  A sso c ia t io n  a ls o  re c e n t ly  s tu d ied  th e  
p sy c h o lo g ic a l im p ac t o f  a b o r t io n  o n  w om en . A  p a n e l o f  s ix  le a d in g  
p sy c h ia tr is ts  c o n c lu d e d  in M a y  1 9 9 0  tha t b a se d  on  th e ir  re s e a rc h , 
“ g o v e rn m en t re s t r ic t io n s  o n  a b o r t io n  a re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  c a u se  w om en  
la s t in g  h a rm  th an  th e  p ro c e d u re  its e lf."33
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P R O -A B O R T IO N
The anti-abortion rights movement refers to supporters o f a woman’s 

right to choose abortion as “pro^bortion."
T h is  Libel is m isrep resen ta tive and d ish on e s t T h e  te rm  “ p ro -abortion ” 

o b scu re s  the suppo rt o f  th e  rep roductive r ig h ts  m ovem en t fo r  a  w om an ’s  
rig h t to ch oo se  as on e  am on g a  w ho le  range o f  options, inc lud ing  pa ren thood  
and adoption . It a lso  ig n o re s  th e  m ovem en t’s em phas is o n  fam ily  p lann ing—  
d ie  p revention o f  unw anted p regnancy— and  its a ffirm ation  o f  w om en  as 
responsib le , jud ic ious , and  m o ra l decision m ake rs .

T o  b e  p ro c h o ic e  is  n o t to  b e  “ p ro -a b o rtio n .”  O n e  can  c o n s id e r  m an y  
a b o r t io n s  im m o ra l b u t b e lie v e  th a t a b o rt io n  m u st rem a in  a  le g a l c h o ic e  
an d  o p p o se  an y  g o v e rn m e n t in te r fe re n c e  in th a t c h o ic e .

P R O -U F E
The opponents o f abortion rights, in promoting themselves as “pro­

life ,” imply that those in support o f  a woman's right to choose abortion 
are "anti-life. ”

A cdv is ts  in su p p o r t  o f  a  w om an 's  r ig h t to  c h o o s e  a b o rt io n  a ls o  d e fin e  
th e m se lv e s  a s  “ p ro - li fe .”  “ L ife "  en c om p a s se s  b o d i th e  p h y s ic a l li fe  o f  d ie  
w om an  and  th e  q u a lity  o f  life  o f  h e r  fam ily  and  ch ild  s h o u ld  sh e  c h o o s e  
to  c a r ry  th e  p re g n a n c y  to  te rm .

R A P E  A N D  IN C E S T
Some who oppose abortion rights arc willing to make exceptions in cases 

o f rape o r incest.
E xc ep tio n s  f o r  v ic t im s  o f  ra p e  o r  incest a re  n e c e ssa ry . U n fo rtu n a te ly , 

th e se  e x c e p t io n s  a r e  o fte n  o n ly  ap p ea ra n c e s  o f  c om p a s s io n  b eca u se  o f  
s tr ic t re q u ire m e n ts  w h ich  m and a te  re p o r t in g  w ith in  h o u rs  o f  d ie  c r im e  
to  law  e n fo rc em en t o r  p u b lic  h e a lth  a g en c ie s . W ith o u t  fu lf i l lin g  th e se  
o fte n  u n re a lis t ic  re q u irem en ts , v ic d in s  m ay  b e  d ep riv ed  o f  a c ce ss  to 
a b o rt io n  s e rv ic e s .
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O p p on en ts  o f  a b o rt io n  r ig h ts  w a lk  a fin e  lin e  w ith in  th e ir  ow n  
m o vem en t w h en  th e y  c o n d o n e  a n y  a b o rt io n . B a s e d  o n  th e ir  ow n  
d e fin it io n , th e y  a re  g u ilty  o f  b e in g  a c c e s s o r ie s  to  "m u rd e r ”  in  c e rta in  
c irc u m s tan c e s  b y  a c ce p tin g  ra p e  an d  incest e x cep tion s .

Rai>e and  in ces t e x c e p t io n s  a re  o n ly  a  fir s t  s te p  in k e e p in g  th e  
a b o rt io n  r ig h t  sa fe . H ow ev e r , a b o rt io n  r ig h ts  o p p o n e n ts  p ro m o te  th e se  
e x c e p tio n s  a s  a  m o d e ra te  s o lu t io n  to  th e  a b o rt io n  c o n t ro v e rs y . M a k in g  
a b o rt io n  ac cep tab le  o n ly  w h en  th e  p re g n an c y  is  a  re s u lt  o f  a b u se  o r  a 
w om an ’s  p ow e r le s sn e s s  is  n e ith e r  m o d e ra te  n o r  a so lu t io n .

S A C R E D N E S S  O R  S A N C T IT Y  O F  L IF E
Opponents o f abortion rights try to claim (lie moral high ground by 

asserting the “sacrcdness o r sanctity ofhuman life" to defend their position. 
By implication then, supporters o f abortion rights become immoral, irreli­
gious and unconcerned about human life.

T h is  c o n c e rn  fo r  th e  " s a c re d n e s s  o f  h um an  li fe ”  is , h ow e v e r , s o m e ­
w ha t lim ite d : it ig n o re s  th e  li fe  o f  th e  p re g n an t w om an  and  h e r  e x is tin g  
fam ily . T h e  te rm s  “ s a c re d n e s s  o f  li fe "  o r  "san c tity  o f  li fe ”  d o  n o t a p p e a r 
in th e  B ib le . In s te a d , th e re  is an em p h a s is  on  " lo v e  o f  n e ig h b o r ”  in  d ie  
s e n se  o f  c a r in g , c o n c e rn  a nd  re sp e c t f o r  p e r s o n s ;1*5

T H E  S IL E N T  S C R E A M ”
77 i«  1985 anti-abortion film  depicts the movement o f  a 12-weck-old 

fetus as purposeful and interprets these reflexes during abortion as indica­
tive o f pain.

'H ie  fi lm  d is to rts  th e  tru th . It a ttem p ts  to  en g ag e  th e  v iew e r's  em p a th y  
f o r  th e  fe tu s  w ith ou t re fe re n c e  to  th e  p re g n an t w om an . A c c o rd in g  to  
m ed ic a l e x p e r ts  f ro m  th e  A m e ric an  C o lle g e  o f  O b s te t r ic s  an d  G y n e ­
c o lo g is ts , a  12 -w eek -o ld  fe tu s  c ann o t fe e l pa in  b e c a u s e  th e re  is  n o  
c o n s c io u s  aw a re n e s s  p r io r  to  th e  se v en th  m on th  o f  p re g n a n c y  w h en  th e  
c e re b ra l c o r te x  is  re a d y  to  fu n c tio n  c o n t in u o u s ly .37
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W A IT IN G  P E R IO D S
Anti-abortion advocates frequently attempt to impose a waiting period 

between a pregnant woman’s visit to her doctor o r reproductive health care 
clinic and when she obtains an abortion.

T h is  w a iting  p e r io d  re q u ire m e n t ag a in  im p lie s  th a t w om en  m a ke  
d ec is io n s  cc ic e m in g  a b o rt io n  c a su a lly  an d  w ill ta k e  th e  tim e  to  th o u g h t­
fu l ly  c o n s id e r  th e ir  d e c is io n s  o n ly  i f  it is  le g a l ly  m and a te d . W a it in g  
p e r io d  re q u ire m e n ts  im p o se  a g re a t  em o t io n a l b u rd e n  o n  p re g n an t 
w om en  b y  in c re a s in g  th e  tim e , th e  h e a lth  r is k s , and  th e  c o s t  in v o lv e d  in 
ob ta in in g  an  a b o rt io n .

T h e  h e a lth  r is k  to  p re g n a n t w om en  f r o m  le g a l a b o rt io n  r is e s  a s  
g e s ta tio n a l a g e  in c re a se s . M o r e  th an  h a l f  o f  a l l a b o r t io n s  a re  p e r fo rm e d  
a t o r  b e fo re  e ig h t  w e e k s  o f  p re g n an cy . A t 11 o r  12 w e e k s  o f  p re g n an cy , 
a b o rt io n  is t l : r e e  t im e s  m o re  d a n g e ro u s . A b o r t io n s  p e r fo rm e d  a fte r  th e  
firs t t r im e s te r  in v o lv e  g re a te r  r is k  th an  th o s e  |x ? r fo rm e d  d u r in g  th e  firs t  
t r im e s te r .3''

M o re  th an  9 0  j)e rc e n t o f  n o n m e tro p o lita n  c o u n tie s  a re  w ith ou t 
a b o rt io n  p ro v id e rs .T h is  le a v e s  th e  8 3  p e rc e n t o f  w om en  w h o  liv e  ou ts id e  
m e tro p o lita n  a re a s  w ith ou t im m ed ia te  a c c e s s  to  a b o rt io n  se rv ic e s .311 
R eq u ir in g  a se c o n d  tr ip  to  an  a b o r t io n  p ro v id e r  can  in c re a se  t ra n sp o r­
ta tion  and lo d g in g  c o s ts  a n d  m a y  a ls o  in v o lv e  a d d it io n a l t im e  m is se d  
fro m  w o rk  o r  s c h o o l.



C o n c l u s i o n

F o r  m an y  y e a rs , o u r  n a tion  h a s  
b een  e n m e sh e d  in  a  c o n t ro ­

v e rs y  o v e r  th e  f re e d o m  o f  w om en  to  c h o o se  s a fe  and  le g a l ab o rtio n . 
O p p on en ts  o f  a b o rt io n  r ig h ts  a s s e r t  th a t h um an  life  o r  p e rs o n h o o d  
b eg in s  at c oncep tion . A  fe tu s  is  th u s  v iew ed  a s  a  " p e rs o n ”  and  ab o rt io n  
is  th e  e q u iv a le n t o f  “ m u rd e r ."  'H ie  fou nd a tion  o f  th e ir  a rg u m en t re s ts  
n o t on  b io lo g ic a l fact b u t on  re lig io u s  b e lie fs  th a t a ll fa ith  g ro u p s  d o  n o t 
sh a re . T h is  sh ow s  m o s t c le a r ly  th a t a b o rt io n  is la rg e ly  a  re lig io u s  issue .

A b o rt io n  r ig h ts  o p p on en ts  a re  a ttem p ting  to  p la ce  in to  s e c u la r  law  
re s tr ic t io n s  o n  a b o rt io n  r ig h ts  b a sed  o n  th e ir  th e o lo g ic a l b e lie f  th a t 
h um an  life  o r  p e rs o n h o o d  b eg in s  a t c o n c ep tio n . S u c h  law s p ro h ib it  
p e op le  w h o  d o  n o t s h a re  th a t th e o lo g ic a l b e lie f f ro m  m a k in g  d e c is io n s  
c o n c e rn in g  u n p lan n e d  p re g n an c ie s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  te a ch in g s  o f  th e ir  
fa ith s . T h e s e  law s  a ls o  v io la te  th e  re lig io u s  f re e d om  o f  th o s e  ]>cople w h o  
b e lie v e  a b o rt io n  m ay  b e  a  m o ra l a lte rn a t iv e  to  a  p ro b le m  p re g n an cy .

B e c au se  s om e  c h u rc h e s  m ad e  a b o rt io n  a  re lig io u s  is su e , o th e r  
re lig io u s  g ro u p s  h ave  re sp o n d ed  b y  d e fe n d in g  re p ro d u c tiv e  f re e d o m  as  
a  m a tte r o f  re lig io u s  lib e r ty . T h e  d iv e rs ity  o f  re lig io u s  v iew s in th is  
c o u n t ry  on  th e  sen s it iv e  is su e  o f  a b o r t io n  re q u ire s  th a t th e  a b o rt io n  
d ec is ion  m u s t rem a in  w ith  th e  in d iv id u a l, to b e  m ad e  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  
c o n sc ien ce  an d  p e rs o n a l re lig io u s  p r in c ip le s  and  f re e  f r o m  g o v e rn m en t 
in te r fe re n c e .

« .

' Ih e  is su e  o f  a b o rt io n  c o n tin u e s  to  b e  d isc u s sed , d eb a ted , and  e ven , 
u n fo rtu n a te ly , s e n sa tio n a liz e d . In  h o p e s  o f  k e ep in g  th e  c o n t ro v e rs y  
h on e s t , w e a s k  o p p o n e n ts  o f  a b o rt io n  r ig h ts  to  c o m m it  to  a  c om m o n

17
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lin g u is tic  g ro u n d  w h e re  te rm s  and  im a g e ry  re f le c t  th e  tru th . T o  se tt le  
th is  c o n t ro v e rs y , w e m u s t a ls o  c o m m it  to  a  c o m p ro m is e  w h ich  is 
c o n s id e ra te  o f e a c h  s id e ’s  le g it im a te  b e lie fs .

J u s t su ch  a c o m p ro m is e  w as  c o n s tru c te d  b y  th e  1 9 73  S u p rem e  C o u r t  
d e c is io n  in  th e  m a tte r  o f  Roc v. Wade. 'H ie  C o u r t  c a re fu lly  m ed ia te d  
b e tw een  (1 )  a  w o m a n ’s  fu n d am en ta l in te re s t  in  p e rs o n a l p riv a cy  w h ich  
in c lu d e s  th e  d ec is io n  to  te rm in a te  a  p re g n an c y ; ( 2 )  e v e ry  s ta te ’s  in te re s t 
in p ro m o t in g  th e  h e a lt i i  o f  its  fem a le  c it izen s ; an d  (3 )  a  s ta te ’s  in te re s t in 
th e  p o ten tia l l i fe  o f  a  fe tu s  th a t is  v iab le .

T h e  la n g u ag e  an d  e f fo r t s  o f  a b o r t io n  r ig h ts  o p p o n e n ts  d ism an t le  th is  
c o m p ro m is e  an d  d em o n s tra te  n o  re s p e c t f o r  w om en ’s  fu n d am en ta l 
r ig h ts  and  th e ir  ab ility  to  m a k e  w ise , ju d ic io u s , and  m o ra l d e c is io n s . 
T h e i r  a c t io n s  a ls o  in te r je c t g o v e rn m en t in v o lv em en t in to  th e  m id d le  o f  
fam ily  d ec is io n -m ak in g .

A s  th is  c o n t ro v e rs y  c on tin u e s , th e  e n t ire  n a tio n  lo s e s .
•  T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  la g s  fa r  b eh in d  m an y  o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  in th e  

d e v e lo p m en t o f  n ew  m e th o d s  o f  c o n tra c ep tio n  and . a s  a  re su lt , th e  
n u m b e r o f  u n in te n d ed  p re g n an c ie s , u nw an ted  c h i ld re n , and  a b o r­
t io n s  is h ig h e r  th an  n e c e s sa ry .40

•  T e e n a g e  p re g n an c y , b ir th , and  a b o r t io n  ra te s  in th e  U n ite d  S la te s  a re  
am o n g  th e  h ig h e s t  o f  d e v e lo p ed  c o u n tr ie s .41

•  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  p re g n a n t w om en  w h o  re c e iv ed  n o  p re n a ta l c a re  
in c re a sed  f ifty  p e rc e n t f ro m  1 9 8 0  to  1 9 87 .4-

•  'H ie  U n ited  S ta te s  r a n k s  b eh in d  n in e te en  o t l le r  in d u s tr ia liz ed  n a tio n s  
in th e  ra te  o f  in fan t m o rta li ty .43 In fan t m o rta li ty  ra te s  in c it ie s  su ch  a s  
W a sh in g to n , D .C . , D e tro it , and  P h i la d e lp h ia  a re  h ig h e r  th an  in s om e  
th ird  w o r ld  c o u n tr ie s . T h e  s itu a tion  is  e s |x ?c ia lly  t ra g ic  fo r  A fric an  
A m e ric an  in fan ts  w h o  a re  m o re  th an  tw ice a s  l ik e ly  to  d ie  a s  w h ite  
in fan ts .44

W h i le  o u r  n a tio n  s t ru g g le s  e n d le s s ly  w ith  th e  d iv is iv e  is su e  o f  
a b o r t io n , v ita l re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  c a re  n eed s  g o  u nm e t. N o t  u n ti l a  
w o m an ’s c o n s titu t io n a l r ig h t  to  re p ro d u c tiv e  f re e d o m  is  s e c u re— fac ing  
n o  th re a ts , re q u ir in g  n o  d e fe n se— can w e  w o rk  s o le ly  and  ag g re s s iv e ly  
to  s o lv e  th e  n u m e ro u s  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  c a re  p ro b le m s  tha t t ro u b le  
o u r  n a tion .

W ith o u t  re s j)c c t  f o r  re p ro d u c tiv e  f re e d o m , o u r  n a tio n ’s  o v e rw h e lm ­
in g  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  c a re  p ro b le m s  w ill p e rs is t.



T h e  R e l i g i o u s  

C o a l i t i o n  f o r  

A b o r t i o n  R i g h t s

T h e  R e l ig i o u s  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  
A b o rt io n  R ig h ts  is  a  n a tio n a l 

n onp ro fit , n on p a rtisan  c o a lit ion  o f  3 5  P ro te s ta n t , Jew ish , an d  o th e r  
d en om in a tion s  an d  fa ith  g ro u p s . W h i le  re lig io u s ly  and  th e o lo g ic a lly  
d iv e rse , w e a re  u n ifie d  in o u r  c om m itm en t to  p re s e rv e  re p ro d u c tiv e  
fre e d om .

T h e  C o a lit io n  b e lie v e s  th a t th e  rig h t o f  re p ro d u c tiv e  f re e d o m  is 
in tr in s ic a lly  tied  to  re lig io u s  l ib e r ty . W e  o p ix is e  a n y  a ttem p ts  to  en ac t 
in to  s e c u la r  law  re s t r ic t io n s  o n  a b o rt io n  b ased  o n  o n e  p a rt ic u la r  th e o ­
lo g ic a l d e fin it io n  o f  w h en  th e  fe tu s  b e c om e s  a  p e rs o n .

B e c au se  o f  th e  ra n g e  o f  re lig io u s  b e lie fs  o n  th is  sen s it iv e  is su e , th e  
a b o rt io n  d ec is io n  m u s t rem a in  f re e  fro m  g o v e rn m e n t in te r fe re n c e . T h e  
d ec is ion  m ust rem a in  w ith  th e  w om an , to  b e  m a d e  in a c c o rd an c e  w ith  
h e r  c o n sc ien ce  an d  p e rs o n a l re lig io u s  p rin c ip le s  an d  in  co n ju n c t io n  w ith  
h e r  fam ily , h e r  c le rg y  an d  h e r  d o c to rs .

' f l i e  R e lig io u s  C o a lit io n  f o r  A b o rt io n  R ig h ts  w a s  fo rm e d  b y  ten 
d en om in a tio n s  an d  fa ith  g ro u p s  in 1973  a s  a  re s p o n s e  to  re lig io u s ly -  
b ased  e ffo r ts  a im e d  a t o v e r tu rn in g  th e  la n d m a rk  S u p rem e  C o u r t  d ec i­
s io n , Roe v. Wade. M o s t  o f  o u r  m e m b e r  g ro u p s  h a v e  h e ld  p ro -c h o ic e  
p o s it io n s  fo r a  n u m b e r  o fy e a r s — and  w o rk e d  fo r t h e re fo rm o f r e s t r ic t iv e  
s ta te  law s p r io r  to  1973 .

B a sed  in W a sh in g to n , D .C ., w e  h ave  a ffi lia te s  and  active g ro u p s  
a c ro s s  th e  c o u n try . O u r  C le rg y  fo r  C h o ic e  an d  V o ic e s  fo r  C h o ic e  
n e tw o rk s  e ffe c tiv e ly  ed u ca te  and  m o b i liz e  p e o p le  in th e  pew s. H i e  
R e lig io u s  C o a lit io n  fo r  A b o rt io n  R ig h ts  is th e  o n ly  n a tio n a l p ro -ch o ic e  
o rg an iza t io n  w ith  an  in itia tive ta rg e ted  tow a rd  w om en  o f  c o lo r . O u r
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W o m e n  o f  C o lo r  P a r tn e rs h ip  P ro g ra m  s e rv e s  a s  a  v e h ic le  th ro u g h  
w h ich  A fr ic a n  A m e r ic a n , L a t in  A m e r ic a n , A s ia n /P a c i f ic  I s la n d e r  
A m e ric a n , an d  N a tiv e  A m e ric a n  w om en  c an  b e c om e  a c t iv e ly  in v o lv e d  a s  
d ec is ion  m a k e rs  in th e  re p ro d u c tiv e  r ig h ts  m o vem en t.

F o r  ad d it ion a l in fo rm a t io n , c a ll o r  w rite :

R e lig io u s  C o a lit io n  fo r  A b o rt io n  R igh ts  
1 0 0  M a ry la n d  A venue , N E  
W a sh in g to n , D C  2 0 0 0 2  

(2 0 2 )  5 4 3 -703 2
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To: Alaska State House
From: Jam!a Bollehbach, Executive Director, AkCLU 
Date: April 2 5 , 1 9 9 1

COMMENTS ON HB 2 6 6

Tne ACLU commends the representatives of the Alaska House who 
sponsored this courageous legislation protecting a woman's right to 
choose. This laudable stand in favor of women's rights appears in 
the midst of a national po lit ica l climate where ten state 
legislatures have already attempted to criminalise abortion. HB 2 6 3  properly recongnizss that abortion is a debate that must be decided 
on the level of individual conscience, and not in the frantic halls 
of government.
HB 2 6 8  a l 3 0  establishes that reproductive choice must not become a 
choice only for the wealthy. The provisions protecting existing 
funding are c r i t ic a l to maintaining equal protection for 
impoverished women.
There is no doubt that the great majority of Alaskans also support 
the right of reproductive choice The people of the state voted to 
maintain public funding of abortions for impoverished women who 
3 ought them. Alaska is known nationally as one the most progressive 
states in protecting women's right, to choose, and this legislation 
will h8 lp maintain this tradition.
As with any regulation or legislation affecting reproductive 
rights, there are a number of complex legal considerations that 
must be taken into account in passing this type of protective 
legislation. New language must be carefully scrutinized tc ensure that i t  does not accidentally weeken existing statutory end 
constitutional protections. Although the U.S. Supreme Court has 
recently cast some doubt on federal constitutional protection for 
reproductive rights, cases such as Planned Parenthood v Panforth 
(governing the rights of miners) and Roe v Wade are considered 
the existing legal standard for Alaska under the privacy provision of the state constitution. Some time should be allowed for careful 
evaluation to make certain that this legislation does not unintentionally interefere with existing constitutional law
The debate over abortion can be painful, emotional, and draining, 
’/.hat hes become clear over the years is that the great majority of 
Alaskans believe that government should not decide this issue for 
the women facing the d if f icu lt choices that a n sa  from an unwanted 
pregnancy. The responsiblity of government, recognized in this 
legislation, is to see that the option of abortion remains safe, 
legal, and accessible.

S O d
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SB 249, REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY A CT

The Alaska Chapter of the National Association of Social 
Workers (NASW) strongly supports the passage of SB 249, 
Reproductive Privacy Act. On a national basis, NASW's 
Delegate Assembly established a policy affirming a woman's 
right to choose whether to have an abortion. NASW's position 
on abortion is to support self-determ ination, or a woman's 
right to make her own choice about abortion.

The Honorable Ju s tice  Blackmun wrote, "... Every year many 
women, especially poor and minority women, would die or 
suffer debilitating physical trauma, all in the name of 
enforced morality or religious d ictates or lack of compassion, 
as it may be...” He warned of the danger of overturning "a 
constitutional decision that secured a fundamental personal 
liberty to m illions of persons,"

The Alaska Chapter of NASW believes that this bill w ill 
continue to guarantee women their rights. We support SB249 
in its entirety. Reproductive privacy, including abortion, is a 
m atter of individual conscience, not governmental coercion. 
Reproductive choices of Alaskans must be protected by law.

Respectfully submitted,

f ) ,

Nina Kinney, MSW, LCSW
President, Alaska Chapter
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R i s o l u t i o n s

N o .  4 9  R I G H T  T O  P R I V A C Y  IN T E R M I N A T I O N  O F  P R E G N A N C Y  
In t r o d u c e d  b y  C a l i fo r n ia  D e le g a t io n

H O U S E  A C T I O N ;  F O L L O W I N G  E X I S T I N G  P O L I C Y ,  W I T H  A D D I T I O N  O F  T H I R D  
P A R A G R A P H ,  R E A F F I R M E D  IN L I E U  O F  R E S O L U T I O N  4 0 ;

A b o r t i o n  ii a m e d ic a l  p r o c o d u M  a n d  s h o u ld  b t  p e r f o r m e d  o n l y  b y  a d u l y  Hears*«d p h y s ic ia n  
in c o n f o r m a n c e  w ith  s ta n d a r os  o f  g o o d  m e d ic a l  p r a c t l c a  a n a  th o  laws o f th e  t te to ,

N o  p h y s i c ia n  or o th o r  p ro fe s s io n a l  p a rson n a l  shall bu r e q u ir e d  to  p e r f o r m  an t c t  v io la t ive  o f  
g o o d  m e d ic a l  j u d g m e n t  01 p e r s o n a l ly  h e ld  m o r e l  prindis lts i ,  in these  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  g o o d  
m e d ic a l  p r a c t i c e  requires  o n l y  that  Ihe p h y s i c ia n  o r  o t h e r  p ro fe s s io n a l  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  the  case  
so l o n g  as tha  w i t h d r a w n  U c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  g o o d  m e d ic a l  p ra o t lo s .

T h a  A m e r i c a n  M e d ic a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  the  p o s i t i o n  that  th*  -a r l y  t e r m in a t io n  o f  p rsg .  
n a n c y  Is a m a o ie a l  .n atter  b e t w e e n  th o  p a t ie n t  ar .c  th e  p h y s i c ia n ,  s u b je c t  t o  the  p h y s i c i e n '1 
c l in ica l  ju d g m e n t ,  the  p a t ie n t 's  i n f o r m e d  c o n s o r t  a n d  the  av a ilab il ity  o f  a p p r o p r ia t e  fa c i l i t ies .

R E S O L V E D ,  T h a t  t~s  A m er .cars  V e d ic a l  A l l o c a t i o n  s u p p o r t  ;n a  p o s i t i o n  that  r o  g o v e r n m e n t  n o r  
j o v e r n m e n t a !  a g e n c y  s h o u d  do m t e - p o s a d  c e t w e e n  a p a t e n t  an d  her p h y j i c ’ a n  w ith  regard  t o  t h j  t e rm i-  
n e t l o n  o f  a p r e g n a n c y .

N o .  5 0  U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  C O N V E N T I O N  O N  T H E  R I G H T S  O F  T H E  C H I L D  
I n t r o d u c e d  b y  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  M u .n o .  M a ssa ch u se t t s ,  N i w  H a m p sh ire ,

R h o d e  Island a n d  V e r m o n t  D e le g a t io n s

H O U S E  A C T I O N :  R E F E R R E D  T O  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S  F O R  D E C I S I O N

R E S O L V E D ,  T h a t  ;n o  A m e r i c a n  M e d ic a l  A s s o C i i b o n  B o a r d  o f  T r g j t e « s  m o n i t o r  the U n ited  N a t io n s  
C o n v e n t i o n  o n  tne  R ig h ts  o f  the C h i ld ;  a n d  b o  it fu rth er

R E S O L V E D .  T h a t  tne  A M A  tend  its s u o p o r r  t o  the t re a ty  if the p o l i c y  e n d  art ic les  o f  the  t re a ty  
r e m e m  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  A M A  p o l i c y ,  a n d / o r  if th ere  aro p ar t icu la r  a r f d e s  that ara n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
A M A  p o ’ i c y ,  the  A M A  v o i c e  .ts c o n c e r n  t o  tho U n i t e d  Sta tes  g o v e r n m e n t  w h ic h  ca n  ax erc lse  its r ig h t  t o  
r e q u e s t  e r e s e r v a t io n .

N o .  51  S T A T E  M E D I C A L  P R A C T I C E  A C T  -  C O M M U N I T Y - B A S E D  M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E S  
I n t r o d u c e d  b y  A m o r l c i n  A c a d e m y  o f  P ed ia tr ic s

H O U S E  A C T I O N ;  R E F E R R E D  T O  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S  F O R  R E P O R T  
B A C K  T O  T H E  H O U S E  O F  D E L E G A T E S

R E S O L V E D ,  T hat  ’.n *  A m e r i c a n  M e d ic a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  d e v e l o p  state m o d e l  leg is la t ion  p u r s u a n t  t o  
In c o r p o r a t in g  t h i  p e r f o r m a n c e  o '  c o r n m u m t y - b a s e a  m e a ic a i  serv ices ,  b o t h  h e s l th  care  d o l l v i r y  a n d  c o n -  
lu i t e t iv #  in  n a t u r e ,  w h o n  p e r i o r n v r g  o u t s id e  o f  o f f i c e .  h o s p :tal a n d  h o m e  sett ings as s tand ard  e l e m e n t s  o t  
t h a  state m e d i c a l  p r a c t i c e  t-et; a n d  b o  •: fu r t h e r

R E S O L V E D .  T h a t  tne  A M A  e i c o u i - j s  ” ' 'h  r a t e  m e d ic a l  s o c i e t y  ; o  urga  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  such  
leg is la t ion  in the ir  r e s p e c t i v e  states.
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1 2 .  R E S O L U T I O N  1 5 8  —  P O L I C Y  O N  A B O R T I O N

R e s o l u t i o n  * 5 8  - ' a i l e d  u p o n  t h e  A M A  t o  a d o p t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h a
o p p o s i t i o n  to abortion l a  a  aattor fo r nemb.ra of

t h e  A K A  t o  d e c i d e  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  t o  t a k e  n o  a c t i o n  v h l c h  a a y  b e

c o n s t r u e d  a s  a n  a t t e r r . p t  t o  a l t e r  o r  i n f l u e n c e  m e  p e r s o n a l  v i e w s  3 :  
i n d i v i d u a l  p h y s i c i a n s  r e g a r d i n g  a b o r t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  t o  n e i t h e r  
p r o m o t e  n o r  o p p o s e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o p o s a l *  m l u c i n g  t o  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  
a b o r t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s .

T h e  H o u s e  o f  D e l e g a t e s  a m e n d e d  R e s o l u t i o n  I l ' S  t c  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s  
( d e l e t i o n  o f  t h i r d  R e s o l v e ) :

R e s o l v e d  T h a t  i t  i s  c h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s u p p o r t  o f  
o r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a b o r t i o n  i s  a  r a a c c e r  f o r  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  A M A  t o  d e c i d e  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  c a s e d  o n  p e r s o n a l  
v a l u e s  o r  b e l i e f s ;  a n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r

R e s o l v e d ,  T h a t  t h e  A K A  t a k e  n o  a c t i o n  w h i c h  m a y  b e  
c o n s t r u e d  a s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  a l t e r  o r  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  
p e r s o n a l  v i e w s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p h y s i c i a n s  r e g a r d i n g  
a b o r t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s .

R E S O L U T I O N  1 5 8  A D O P T E D  A S  A M E N D E D
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• Incentives for employers to  establish 
quality child care programs at or  near Ihe w ort

site.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

NEAsnpports-
•  establish me nl andfunding o f  programs and 

standards lo  proleel children from physical, 
sexual, oe card tonal abuoe and/or neglect;

a  leglsla lioa  lo  assist com m unities ia 
developing programs to  help pa rente protect 
children from danger, W health, o r  hunger,

•  st * i  u a ^ A j^M iM a a a nKOCiW m jB t lM T N li WM M M M iX IM t f l
add a bitte ring agent to  ad poborous household 
products;

•  federal funding for local development and 
delivery o f  turrk ulam about Ihe buama ins- 
muaodcficicucy virua (H IV ) lo  empower stu­
dents lo  protect I be auc Ives from  acquired 
Immnaodefkicaty syndrome (AIDS);

a  cooperative public and private efforts for 
Ihe identificalion, beat ion, and return o f  missing 
child rta;

• establish meal and funding o f  support 
[ in i | n n  fo r h tw w hM  of r fm d o if il r t^ k t ir  m~

a strong, effect ively enforced laws go'Wining 
Ibe employment o f  minors ia order lo  protect 
yoM | pcopic*i kcMk l t d  ufctjr M vcN M  their 
lime for education;

•  federal ambiance lo  arboote and com - 
munllte* for Ibe eataMbhawnt and funding o f  
educat ion programs which addrcas prevention o f  
substance abuse and rehabilitation o f  victims;

a  federal aarislancc to  achoob and com ­
munities for impiementalioo o f  effective youlh 
suicide prevention programs;

a  federal support for school meal programs 
lo  provide adequate, appetizing, and nutritious 

roods;
a  provision o f  nutrition assist m et lo  families 

unable lo  meet basic nutrition needs;

•  m inim um  standard* fo r youth camp* aat 

school bus safely;
•  court-assured payment o f designated c ite  

support.

YOUTH SERVICES
N E A  supports- 
s  ooNsborativs com m unity e ffo rts  incfudbg 

programs to  Increase d tb e n  and businem g ray 
Involve meat in  aasb lbg  and recla im ing yoadi 

w ho have dropped o u t o f school;

ic rv k tc , p rm b r i c t f t ,  focfCMMl̂
JQSMV W rW rCi ™ fMMC MnKllKMi M l I

la rp  lo  w U fe M i §4 tke loca l leve l i

C flp llfy  OOd OUMpetJtfMC progrooVy ft 
pmrtcm o f iM d K n l wmS n fc c o l* ftl^ M  
e xp c rk tcM , lo  p ic p m  fa n d o o l n t f  

school you th  fo r  m eaningfu l and 

C O p lQ JM it

N E A  opposes-

* n  mmgn■ ivt jvmtia«

B l. C o m p  r e  h e n  g iv e  n a t io n a l  

M e a lt h  P o l ic y

POPULATION AT LARGE 

N B A a u p p o rt*-
•  a comprehensive, universal na tiona l I 

Inaarance system p ro v id rd  by pshde and | 
agtadea lo  assure health care, in d u d ia g  | 

live  services, to a d ;
•  p ro v is io n  o f em p loye r-pa id  bcahfc I 

suraucc foe ad employees and th d r<
•  a na tiona l health care plan indud iag  I 

proved access lo  a M l range a t health  t 

fo r ad, m cfuding ch ild ren, Ihe e lde rly , Ihe i 
Lady and/or chronic*By HI, pregnant women I 

g irb  and m others o f k fa n ts , Ibe  Btentadys

w*v r v « fc » O C i lA T I0 N
fpbyuicnte/ abused, substance abusers, and Ihe 
satmpioyed;

a a na tiona l program  o f long-term  care fo r 
f  be chronically W, includ ing  those w ith  cognitive 
| ar mental Im pairm ents;

a  containm ent o f health  care cost increases; 
a  a m ajor federal com m itm ent lo  I I IV  re- 

th leading lo  developm ent o f a preventive 
t  and Ike  discovery o f effective (realm eats; 

a  s tric t federal standards fo r  sta ffing, safely, 
mM  care, and a u lritio a  services provided by 
fa rm ing  hemes;

•  strengthened occu p a tio n a l be a 11 h  and 
standards and progress! w ith  ddlg rn t  ca-

. a  tan exem ption fo r em ployer-paid health 
hawaace.

NEA oppose s-

s  laaalkon o f bcahh Insurance o r health

•  s h illin g  o f heahh care coats to  Ibe insured. 

• MEDfCARE/MEDICAlD POPULATIONS
NEA su p p ort*-

•  a strong M ed ica ie /M edka id  system w ith  
|  protected b^uv fh f;

a  M edicare aa a aodai insurance program

I amiable to  e lig ib le  achool employee group* 
shrrc M is te d  by those groups ia  states ia  which 

achool employees a te  n o t covered by 
arc.

N E A  opposes-
a  aay aseaae lest foe M rtk s rc ; 

any sh ift o f the cost o f heahh ca n  under
l lo  the be a e fkb ty  and /o r h b  

r  her fam ily, 

a any new b a rrie r lo  e lig ib ility  fo r benefits 
e r M edicare;

a m andatory coverage o f pub lic  cmp lcyc ts  
e r M edicare fo r  employee group* I hat have 

I coverage.

I I I .  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  C iv i l .
■ n d  H u m a n  R ig h t *  

r r o t e c t l o n

N E A sn p p o rts -
•  pr ese rv ing  sod  strengthening Iw ric  c iv il end

human rights under law;
a  e lim in a tin g  b a rrie rs  re s tric tin g  the in ­

d iv idua l exercise o f rights;.

•  guaran te eing  the rig h t to  a free  and ap­
p rop ria te  p u b lic  education lo a d  ch ild ren  inc lud ­
ing  the h oaac k m ;

n  vigorous en forcemen t  o f d vd  rig h t* lawa, 
inchrding dencgregnthxs ac tM tb a  asuf pccvyama 
fo r A m erican Indhns/A beka N brivm , th rough 
fad  fund ing  and appropria te  adm M e t ra tio n  ac­
tio n *;

•  M l h h I  c y p n f tn ilj ifo n o w ilc

the Bqua i R ights Am  t a dm cat lo  the C onsthu- 
lio n ;

_______________ lo  redrant
h l - i  — t  —  *  , , i i .  —  -  _ /  J i  -  _ r  ____MHOffCM {MNiCnC CM IIICTMr MNmM,

•  K a t e ic  fitc d o M .

N E A oppooc# -

•  h r f ii ifH iC t l o f A m  p ro e m

•  o f d c  p riadp fcc o f id ig to o s

freedom  ih m u g  the in troduction  o f sectarian 
p rc tk a t k  tfcc poN ic *£ o o fc ;

t  < f fw * i to w ^ r i r t o n H if iiite o lfo t i1 )< r ii
- * t - . « .  -  l _  - t  * n  r - * i     *  -  - a  mi --------- ----------------« - » -mi cfTM rqpw  M n m ,  m c o m i  iw n c *  
tio n a o n ih e  aaa o f  bvaiagaa a n a 'ii dfaitr op tion  
to  achieve desegregation;

9 o  c o o K iM io o a l m c s A v K il 

Engibh as the o ffk b l language o f Ihe U 5 -;

n  a rb itra ry  restric tio n s  on Ihe d vd  rights o f 
peraonc w ho test positive fo r  the H IV ;

n  m andatory testing o f school employees fo r 
the H IV ;
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adult students and educator* may establish per­
sonal rektioasMpa. However, such relat kmshlps 
shoutd be voiunUiy mmI not be used to oocrcc or 
influence others for pcraonei advantage. Thu*, 
the Association believes that sexual relation­
ship* between a faculty member and a student 
currently enrolled  ia Ihe faculty member's 
course, or under Ihe supervision o r  direction o f 
the 'acuity member, are uxprofesskjcul. The As­
sociation urges its affiliates k  kctkwlioaa o f 
higher education to  establish strong policies 
declaring such relationships unprofessional.

T ha  N a tiona l Bducal lon  A ssociation supports 

fa m ily  pfenning. ia c h s d ta g Ih tr i* tf to re p ro du c­
tive  rraadoaa.

The Association urges the gowemnent to give 
high priority to  making available ad methods o f  
fam&ly pb-ankg lo  women and mea unable to 
lake advantage o f  private facilities.

Tlie Association further urges the implemca- 
ta lk *  o f  com n a n k y-op c rated, a c h o o ls e e d  
family p k a a k g d k ic s lh a l wid provide kteaaive 
cow w d k g  by Iraked personnel. (S5, *6)

1-512. S e x u a l A ssa u lt
The National Bducallon Association supports 

efforts that wid prevent and protect member* o f 
our mrotety from  becom ing victims o f  sexual as- 
c m * . The A m ocktion  urges state* to develop a 
system* ic process for  gathering evidence when 
such assault occurs. Further, Ihe Association 
supports fair and squksbfc I rest me at by health, 
hospital, a ad law enforcem ent agencies for 
scsual aasaufe victims. The Aaaoekllon believe* 
that M ka violation o f  the v fctkn ’  right lo'privacy 
lo  have Ihek past sesual history adaiitted ss

e v M . a c e k - M - H c ^ ^ ^ ' ^ 2 !

proem , righu for both .he e k W  « - « -  

sailsnl. (81,83)

1 - 2 3 .  V i c t i m #  o f  a  C r i m e

The N rtkam l Bd-ca.km A m o c i s ^ ^

Ijmidetion. ^ y  ■
The Asaocktioa bcdcves t h *  H ■

iha t v ictim * b« no tified  o f **d  have the r y t  ,

be prescnt/represeated *  *d  k |d  j
o f Ihe m waed, k d v d k *  parole h e s rk ^ . .

V k t k m  and the ir faad ik* must h a *  * * * * *

free eovtm eikg and support a e iv ic « .T ^ r * «  ■
be m ad* mrsre o f rre ka b k  s e n *** s a l j 

programs. The Asaocktioa fu rthe r believe* feat

such program * should be fuaded by ap 

p to p rk le  government ageacies. (87,90)

1 - 2 4 .  I n v a s i o n  o f  P r iv a c y  i

The National Education Association Irtkcvrs, 
th *  every individual has a right to priv*cy.Tha| 
Aaaocktion co*inves lobe concerned abo* Ik  j 
Ind iacrim ina i- surveillance o f ckkem or grovpsj 
by private and public agencies. The Amocktim ] 
condemns the ure o f information gathered sad 
stored and Ihe exchange o f  such ia f or matin* | 

without explicit release from Ihe person or per- ( 
sons invoked.

The Aaaockt ion recognise* th *  suck r itu a l 

privacy and co n fid e * la k y  mum be | 

through federal and state kgW st km. Tha , 

B o tktkm  urges it t  a ffilia tes to  reek I 

H u t w ilt guarantee these rig h u . (70,16)
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1*25. M ilita ry  V eteran s
The N *to n a l Bducallon Association believer 

k * t atony veterans o f m ilita ry  conflicts are suf- 
fsriD g p h ys ica l, so c ia l, and p sycho log ica l 
problems because o f th e ir involve  aw a t k  com- 
k t  and related m ilita ry  activkies, Ihe fuM effects 
ct which are ariM no t known. The Association 

mges Hurt federa l and state k g is t* io n  oontkue 
Is he enacted to  increaae benefit* and programs, 
h d u d kg  retirem eat benefits, foe these a rik ia ry 
ssteraaa to  n e tt  th e ir needs now and k  the 
fcrtare. (81,87)
I

1*26. H ighway S a fe ty
, The M m ioaal Bdacation A saocktioa believes 
i a  paoptc ataoutd be protected from  death and 

1 * 7  tha t reauM from  th * operatio n  o f m otor 
g llc k i by A iv c n  n d t r  (be IsAwm cc o f a l- 
«b o f,d rap 1oro4bcraM ~*fcerfa¥Svt*U*ct*. 
lb  this end, the Aaaockt ion  urges ks members 

m l s f lK a tr s to -  
a. Support enactm ent and e n lb rce m e * o f e f-

mWrv MO CtfSawK MjphMIOR N |iaN M | OiTV-
hgwhtfe under the influence

h. A dvocate  a p p ro p ria te  educationa l cs- 
pmkncee fo r students regarding the  e ffect* o f 

Fvbbh tbM IoCPmmogm 
c. Support recognized com m unity nnd srhoo i 

goap* k  th e ir e ffo rts  to  reduce d t* h  and in ju ry  
ham accidents csuncd by drivers under the k -  

flmnce
A  Support kg kh rtkm  requ irin g  m andatory 

(sdraial o f a ll passengers k  m oto r vehicles, * * -  
dsdkg school buses 

e. Advocate fo r the ooatkued research and 

a t o f  sa fe ty fe a tu re * and passive 

systems .to r pameagcrs k  school buses 

fa r tha  kchm loa  o f thoac features shew a to  

iflo c tiv c . (82, M )

1 -2 7 . C o n tro l o f  G uns 
an d  O th e r D ead ly  
W eapons

T he  N *  tonal Education A saocktioa believes 
t h *  s tric te r leg is la tion  is needed to  oon tro l guru  
and o th e r deadly weapons. The A ssocktkm  sup­
ports leg islation that provides fo r p rescrip tive  
con tro ls on the m anufacture, d is trib u tio n , and 
sale o f handguns, w ith  p a rtic u la r e ffo rts  lo  
ekm htote easily obtained, tow-cost handguns — 
comm only  described aaS rtsrdsy N ig h t Specials.

The A m ocktkm  fu rth e r believes th a t the sale 

and pomeeston by the private sector o f a u to m *ic  
and sem iautonm tic param ilita ry weapon*, such j
as U Z1 submer h k e guns and A K -47  sasauit 
rifle s , should be M eg*.

T he Aaaockt ion  believe* Ih *  severe penalties (
should be enacted and strenuously enforced fo r fr
C tk s k n l actions in vo k in g  guns and o th e r deadly 
weapons, especially k  school se ltkg s , end fo r *
thoac w ho p ro fk  from  lire  Wegal sale and d is­
trib u tio n  o f these weapons. (82,89)

1*28 . N uc lea r Power 
H a n ts  and  R ad io a c tiv e / 
C h em ica l P o llu ta n ts

T he N rtkm a l Education A ssocktion  believes 
Ih *  s tric t a tonkoriag  o f nuclear pow er p lants 
and radioactive/chem ical po llu tants should be 
requ ited . The A ssocktion  urges the develop­
m ent and im  p ic m entation o f new technologies 
fo r Ihe safe Im napoct and recycling  o f nuclear 
nnd chem ical wastes. It  fu rth e r urges regulation 
o f the U.S. D epartm ent o f Energy by an inde­
pendent agency lo  reduce Ihe fu rth e r accidental 
radioactive poffutkm  o f o u r tn rirn n a w *.

T h e  A sso c ia tio n  supports p rog ram * th a t 

wonM  educate Ihe pub lic to  the dangers and
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
bers when ia  Ike  appropria te  b c *i in terest o f lltc  

A ssociation. W hen ih k  la a o lia th *  appropriate 
best in terest o f Ibe Association, untonteed labor 
w ill b« give i i  em ploym ent preference before 

n o w w io t h b o d o rlk e  * o t  M j u k  R e m h ii-  

lio n  o f I h it m w  b a rte r f t  kem  wiN lake place a l 
Ike  1992 N E A  Representative Assembly. (1990- 

52)

A l t e r n a t i v e  P o o d  C o n t a in e r s

The N E A  wNI investigate Ike  M e o f a rteraa- 
live s to  aonreeyilable o r aonreasablc food  coo- 

la iw e rt a a l w it incorporate Ike  ase o f tkea t 
aHemalKea M o  Ike  p t im ing o f M a n  Repre­

sentative AauewMIe*. (1990-55)

C e r t i f i e d  ( E m e r g e n c y  M e d ic a l 

T e a m  a t  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  

A s s e m b ly

T he  N E A  wiki p rovide fo r a ce rtifie d  emergen­
cy m edical le a n  on site  a t the Representative 

Assem bly aad flraaaportatioa to  a a f fro m  m  
N B A -designated koapkal d a rin g  ike  R epre­
sentative A uen fc iy . (1990-62)

N a b l t a t  f o r  H u m a n it y

T he  N E A  shaN study Ihe fe a s ib ility  o f coor­
d ina ting  w ith  I  la b ila l fo r  H um anity, an annual, 
oae-d*y,ro lnaU ry, p rK oavea tioa  bousing w ork 

i fo r N E A  dc legates. (1990-*))

S p e c ia l F u n d s  a t  

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  A s s e m b ly

The N EA, a t possible, w ill provide each d a le  
dekegalioa a lid  o f special funds I Hat w ill be 

eoS etledal Ihe Representative Assembly a l leas! 
th ree  (3 ) months ia  advance in  o rd e r to  en­
courage each delegations lo  co llect donation* 

fro m  I heir members a l home. (1990-81)

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  A s s e m b ly  

F u n d r a is in g  A c t i v i t y  f o r  
n e e d y  F a m il ie s

The NEA, with appropriate correlation cf 
local amisuace agencies In a d v ic e  o f  Ihe NBA 
Repre sc a la live Assembly, shall ealabUah a 
faad raising effort at the NEA Represents** 
Assem bly to  b eM fli tke rood poetries er 
eydvak al ageacies Ikat provide amislsaot la 
needy famMica aad ja d H la a h  residing in thed* 
or area where Ihe Repreaealalive Amemb^f b 
being held. This ahal be aa activity o f ibe NEA 
Repreaealallvc AaaemMy fo r  a period o f  S im  
yean , after which time the aelMty a h a  ke 
r u tu alid by Ike N EA Board o f  Directors for 
oonaM cntlon aa to  the feaaMlky o f eoaSaaiag 
this activity. (1990-82)

D is s e m in a t io n  o f  C o n v e n t io n  

M a t e r ia ls

The NEA wNI neck new ways  o f  dimt mfaar iag
convention materials through ase o f  carnal 
lechaotogiea aad environmentally aoaad prac- 
I ices for Ihe 1991 roaveatioa. (1990-99)

G O V E R N M E N T

R E L A T I O N S

H e a lt h  C a r e  f o r  A l l  

A m e r ic a n s

The N EA wiN develop and Implement aa ac­
tion plan lo  attain Ike goal o f  rtsoM ion A -17, 
National llcahh  Insurance, to  gain valve rad 
health care for aN Americana. A  report oa tkk 
plan and Ihe da l as o f  Ha Implementation wii ha
presented lo  Ihe 1991 Representative AastuNy.
(1990-1)
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M e m o r ia l f o r  V ic t im s  o f  

K o r e a n  C o n f l i c t

The N E A  supports Ike  e ffo rt to  create a 
memorial fo r Ikose who died In Ihe Korean coe- 
Mct and encourages its  members and aN o ther 
Am ericans lo  jo in  those w o rN ng  lo  com - 
mcasoralc those who gave I he ir Iasi fu ll measure 
of devotion. (1990-1)

R u r a l r o l l c y  
D e v e lo p m e n t

The N a tiona l Bducation Association shad 
aork through Ihe p o litica l process lo  attem pt to  
establish ra n i po licy developm ent as a aalioaai 

p rio rity , w ith  empSasl* on p ro m o tin g  ru ra l 
education  th ro u g h  w h icheve r a g cM ics  o r 
departments arc most appropriate. (1990-6)

S a n c t io n *  A g a in s t  S o u t h  

A f r ic a

A s a fittin g  trib u te  lo  Ne lson M andela's ris k  

to  o a r country, the N E A  con tinues to  m aintain 
its support fo r  U n ited  Slstes aad in te rna tiona l 
m ad km * against Sooth A frica  u n til such tim e as 

the drvggfe to  end apartheid has become irre ­
versible. The N E A  wiN communicate k im p p o n  

fo r sand ions in  w rit teg lo lb e U -S . president and 

Congress. (1990-46)

n u t r i t i o n a l  G u id e l in e *  f o r  

S c h o o l L u n c h  r r o g r a m s

The N E A  wiN w ork w ith  appropriate federal 

agencies lo  m odify the n u tritio n a l guidelines fo r 

school lunch program s lo  fo llo w  Ike d ie ta ry 
recommendations established by (he Am erican 

D ie te tic A m ocia llon  (A D A ), Am erican Cancer 

Society, and Am erican H eart Association fo r 

sooium and fa t as w ell a t o the r n u trien t*. F ur­

th e r, the am ount o f sodium  and fat in one n 

sha ll not exceed a prora ted amount o f the lii 

set by Ihe recommended da ily allowance* 

Iha t age group.
A  report on these act K it lea w ill be provide 

Ihe 1991 Representative Assembly. (1990-5*

L o * *  o f  S o c lfc J  S e c u r i t y  a m  

T e n s io n  C r e d i t

The N E A  d u g  Investigate aad report to  
N E A  Board o f D irectors by ks May 1991 m 
in f  aay legislative iakiativca Ihat address 
problem s o f lom  o f Soda! Security aad pen 
c red it fo r members w ho leam  the w ork to n  
cate fo r cfcHdrca o r disabled f amily  mead 

(1990-58)

C M p H M a J
T he N E A w iN  oppom  aay k g id a tioa  w l 

wiN erode the status o f A m  a H fcdraadforW  

im pede* access to  aad choice o f reptodai 
health  care options by pcorid iag k  rkak s l  a 

tance to  stale a ffilia te s . (199065)

A m e n d m e n t  o f  O f f s e t  

r r o v l s io n s

The N E A  ahaN take Ibe lend in  M tln ti>  

renewed cam paign lo  amend the c m p k  
earned and spousal o ffse t provisions o f the 

c ia l S e c u rity  A c t th ro u g h  lu c re s  
com m unication (NEA T htfar) and govcror 

re la tion * activities. (1990-70)

C e n s u s  C o u n t

The N E A  shaN active ly aeck to  ooord i 
e ffo rts  w ith  o ilie r ia tc ra to d  orgaakation 
p ie  muse the U S . Ceases ISuieau to  cam* 
com plete count o f aN residents h i Ibe 1990 

m s . (1990-71)
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The Association urge* ks sla te  a ffilia te * lo  
become involved ia  the p rom otion , c ip tn rio n , 
aad im plem entation o f a fine  a rt*  program  ia  tke  
curricu lum . (80,90)

0 2 8 .  C o n flic t 
R e s o lu tio n  E d uca tion

Tke N ationa l Education A u o c ia tio a  believes 
tha t many television program s, m ovies, oon* 
p u le r p a w , aad o tb e r cu ltu ra l Uflweaces coa- 
dk ion  ch ftd icn  aad you lh  to  accept interpersonal 
aad aodetal violence a  a a caaa o f ie s o tv ia | 
conflicts.

The Aaaociaiioa fu rth e r believes Ih a t suck 
cond ition ing  h a  a negative im pact oa the a l­
titudes sad behavior o f a sa y  young people and 
o ffe rs tb c a  a so ck ity  unacceptable response to  
conflicts.

Tke A ssocislioa supports the d e ve lo p s* n t o f 
strategics, in s tru c tio n ^  a u te ria ls , aad activ ities 
tha t wiN eacourafc aoavio lca t ic s o lu iio a  o f in - 
lerpcrnoaal aad aodeta l con flic ts . (86)

0 2 9 .  Law -Rela ted  
E duca tion

The N ational Educatioa A ssociation supports 
In *-re la ted  aducatio a  as aa in teg ra l pa rt o f the 
c u rrie d —  w ith in  the pub lic  schoafc.

T h *  A s s o c is lio a  enco ura g e s te a c h e rs , 
iM Ofcis, cou rt personnel, and o thers lo  w ork 
together to  develop appropria te  a u te  ria ls , in ­

cluding in fo rm a tion  about Ibe justice  system and 
constitu tiona l issues, ia  o rd e r to  leach students 
lo  be responsible rith c n * . (84 ,87 )

[  j
The N ationa l Educatioa Aaaociaiioa believes 

Ihat Ihe developing ch ild 's  sexuality is  con tinua l­

ly  and inevitab ly influenced by daily contacts, 

iadudiagexperience* ia  the school environaK st 
The Association recognizes that sensitive sex 
educatioa can be a positive force ia  p rom oth^ 
physical, aacnlal, nod social health aad that the 
pub lic  school n u s t assume m  increasingly i * .  
p o rta a t ro le  (a p ro v id in g  the  in s tru c tio n . 
Teachers sauat be qua lified  to  teach ia  th is area 
aad asuat ha lega lly protected fron t censorship 
and law adts.

Tha Aaaociaiioa urges that form a! sex educa­
tio n  should iadude parent o rien ta tion  aad be 
piaaaad aad knplcaKB led w ith  careful attention 
to  devctopm ca la l needs, appropria lcacss to 
cor— un ity  se llings aad values, aad respect foe 
in d rv id ra l d iffe r caces.

Tha Association urges ks a ffilia tes  sad aacas- 
bcrs to  support appropria te ly e ilabtished sex 
educatioa program s, indud iag  in form ation oa 
sexual abstinence, b irth  con tro l sad fam ily plan­
n in g  d iversity o f sexual o rient s i ion. parenting 
shifts, prenatal care, acsuaUy trsauakied  dis­
eases, heal, sexual abuse, sexual haras— eat, 
Ihe effects o f substance abuse during prcgaaacy, 
aad problem s associated w ith  aad resulting from  
pretcea aad teenage pregnancies.

T o  the reakzalioa o f human potca-
lia l, k  is the rig h t o f every ind iv idua l to  live  iaaa

environ arc a t o f free ly  available ia fo ra u tio a ,
k n o w l e d g e ,  aad wiedoai about aexualky. (18,89)

0 3 1 .  A lte rn a tive  
P ro g ram s fo r  A t'R lsk  
a n d /o r S p ec ia l needs 
S tu d en ts

The N ational Educatioa Associslioa tecog- 
nira that there must be increased development 
and m aintenance o f a lte rnative  prograats lo  
avecl the need* o f a t-risk a nd/or special needs 
students. The Associslioa urges increased sup­
po rt fo r the iden tifica tion  o f these students.

Program s should emphasize a broed range o f 
activ ities fo r  responding lo  students' d iffe rin g  
behavioral patterns, in terests, needs, aad team ­
ing  styles. These prognuas must be evaluated on 
stated objectives. Teachers ia  these program s 
aaust have a m ajor ro le  ia  designing the objec­
tives aad eva lua tions aad w ork iag  w ith  ap­
p rop ria te  achool aad com m unity personnel to  
execute these objectives and evaluations.

T he Association urges iU  a ffilia te s  to  seek 
a d e q u a te  c o m p e n s a tio n , p la n n in g  lim e , 
m ateria ls, aad fa c ilitie s  fo r teachers aad coun­
selors in  these program s.

The A ssocia tion  supports Ihe e ffo rts  o f iu  
a ffilia te s  lo  negotia te and legislate fo r the tra in ­
in g  o f teachers seeking add itiona l ce rtifica tion  

aad h irin g  o f aa increased num ber o f teachers 
w ith  educatioa ia  special areas.

The A ssociation encourages iu  sta le a ffilia te s  
lo  seek leg is la tion  tha t w ould require any person 
o ffe rin g  services lo  rem ed ia te , co rre c t, o r 
am eliorate reading, speech, language, learn ing 
d isab ilities, o r re lated  problem s to  be licensed 
under regulations o f each s tile 's  departm ent o f 

pub lic in s tru c tio n  o r o ther appropriate agency. 
(77,89)

0 3 2 .  D isc rim in a to ry  
A cadem ic T ra c k in g

The N a tiona l Education Aaaociaiioa believes 
that the use o f d iscrim ina to ry academic tracking  

on to c io cccmomie status, race ,o r aex must 
be e lim inated ia  a lt pub lic school settings. The 
Association urges ks  a ffilia te s  lo  oppose these 
Practices. (U )

0 3 3 .  G ifte d . T a len ted , 
and  C rea tiv e  S tu d en ts

The N ationa l Education Association believes 

l^ cre " * “ * t be increased developm ent o f fu lly

fu n d e d ed u ca tio n a l p rog ram s fo r  g if te d , 
talented, and creative students.
The Association recognizes its responsib ility 

to  aid educators in selecting reliable methods o f 
iden tify ing sad leaching these student*. Such 
iden tifica tion shall not discriminate on Ihe basis 
o f gender, socioeconomic status, o r ethnicity.
T he A ssoc ia tion also believes tha t tra in ing 
programs ia gifted and talented education must 

be provided fo r appropriate school employees.
T he Association urges local and state affilia tes 

lo  encourage such programs aad methods to 
ensure that these special need arras a re met. (80,
89)

0 3 4 .  E duca tion a l 
P ro g ram s fo r  L im ited  
E ng lish  P ro fic ien cy  
S tu d en ts  t
The National Education Association believes 

that lim ited English proficiency (LE T ) students <
must have available to them programs that ad- I
dress Ih c ir unique seeds and Ihat are comm itted 

lo  provid ing equal opportun ity lo  a ll students, 

regardless o f the ir priaaaty language.
T h e Association urges that the programs fo r 

L E T  students emphasize proficiency (Ih e ab ility 
lo  speak, read, write, and reason in English) as a 

prim a ry goal lo  enable these students lo  reach 

Ih c i r  fu l l po ten tia l in an Eng lish -speaking 
society. A l the same time, meaningful instruc­
tio n should be provided in all o the r curricu lum 

areas.
T he Association urges that those students 

whose primary language is other than English be 
p laced in b ilingua l educa tion program s to 
receive instruction in ih c ir native language from 
qua lified teachers until such lime as English 
proficiency is achieved, i f  no bilingual programs 

arc avuilsbk, these students should be taught in
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M a la  b a c k e d  f o r  c o m m i s s i o n e r
Committee questions stand on abortion, service to villages
By BRIAN S. AKRE
"he A ssoc ia ted  P re ss
JUNEAU —  A House committee on 

Monday recommended the legislature con­
firm Dr. Ted Mala as commissioner of the 
state Department of Health and Social 
Services, despite reservations about his 
>tand against abortion.
Mala noted there are waiting lists of 

rouples who want to adopt babies, and ha 
implied the department might consider 
rncouraging women with unwanted preg­
nancies to give birth and put their babies 
jp for adoption.
"That didn’t sit very well with some of 

the members on the committee and some 
others who were there," said Rep. Geor- 
gianna Lincoln, R-Rampart and co-chair- 
woman of the Health, Education and 
Social Services Committee.
Mala said the Hickel administration 

has not taken a position on abortion. He 
told the committee he is preparing a 
report for Gov. Wally Hickel that will 
outline options in dealing with the abor- 
’ion issue. Hickel, a Catholic, opposes 
abortion.
Mala said he considers abortion a last 

resort.
Lincoln said she and other lawmakers 

are worried that Mala, with HlckeTs 
consent, might try_to restrict tha us* of 
state welfare money to provicf* abortions 
for poor women.
"If there are options being put together 

for the governor, I would assume those 
options are going to go in an anti-abor­
tion vein." she said.
Mala also told the committee he wants 

to establish a state health plan and 
encourage people not to turn to govern-

M A L A :

B a c k e d
C on tinu ed  from  P a g e  B-1

age, which has initiated sev­
eral research exchanges be­
tween Alaska and northern 
nations. He said he would 
like to encourage exchanges 
on the state level so the 
department can benefit from 
seeing how health and social 
problems are handled else­
where.

a -

ment to solve every social problem.
"People, have to start taking more 

responsibility for their own lives," he 
said. "We’re not going to take the atti­
tude that social services should do every­
thing for us," .;.
Government sometimes has made prob­

lems worse "by trying to fix everything 
with money," especially In Native vil­
lages, said Mala, an Eskimo.
Mala is former director and founder of 

the Institute of Circumpolar Health Stud­
ies at the University of Alaska Anchor-

Pleas* see Page B-3, MALA

Lincoln said she is wor­
ried that Mala may spend 
too much time working on 
international concerns and 
ignoring rural health mat­
ters back home.

"I don't believe we have 
the time or the money to be 
sending groups of people out 
of the country," she said.

Rep. Mark Boyer, D-Fair- 
banks. urged Mala to take a 
larger role in .the controver­
sy over the state’s mental- 
health lands trust. Boyer 
said he is troubled by the 
lack of progress Hickel’s 
task force has made on the 
issue. It has only met once.
Mala. 44, was one of Hick- 

el’s first appointees and Is 
one of two Natives in the 
governor's Cabinet.

M m s  A r - f t c t e s  -
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a b o r t i o n s
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON -  His­

panic and black women, 
women with low incomes, 
those living with someone 
they are not married to, and 
those in school are statisti­
cally more likely to undergo 
abortions than women in 
general, according to a pri­
vate survey.
Firm statistics are not 

available on the number of 
abortions performed each 
year nor on who has them. 
Moreover, the survey by The 
Alan Guttmacher Institute 
confirms that most abortions 
are performed on white, 
middle-class women because 
they make up the bulk of 
the population of women of 
childbearing age.

However, the extensive 
survey by the New York- 
based, non-profit group that 
studies reproductive issues 
suggests that women in vari­
ous categories have a statis­
tically disproportionate 
share of abortions relative 
to their raw numbers.
For example, it found 

that non-white women make 
up 16.7 percent of the child- 
bearing-age population, but 
accounted for 31.4 percent of 
the abortions.
White women accounted 

for 08.6 percent of those 
seeking abortions, but 83.3 
percent of the childbearing- 
age population, considered 
15-to-44 for purposes of the 
survey.
And it found that women 

with family Incomes below 
$11,000 accounted for 33.1 
percent of those receiving 
abortions although they 
made up only 29.2 percent of 
all women of childbearing 
age.
The federal Centers for 

Disease Control in Atlanta 
estimates there were 
1,328,000 abortions in the 
United States in 1985, the 
most recent year for which it 
has numbers. The Guttmach-
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Abbrtion Patients
A statistical breakdown based on a survey o< 9,480 women 

who had abortions In 1987
AGE

5.7%
35-39
1.7% 408 over 0.9% U n d f 15

MARITAL STATUS

11 .2%Dfvoccm.
ae% widow

ETHNICITY
Hispanic

INCOME
*25.000+ Lata than 

S tl.000  *

$11.000424,000

RACE
Non-Whit*

RELIGION
Protastant Noratokn

2.9%
Othm

Cathotc

er Institute estimates 
1,588,550 that year.
No one questions that the 

number has increased since 
the Supreme Court legalized 
abortion in 1973. The court is 
hearing arguments April 26 
in a Missouri case that both 
sides agree could result in 
the reversal, or weakening 
of that landmark Roe vs. 
Wade decision.
The Guttmacher Institute 

surveyed 9,480 women who 
obtained abortions at hospi­
tals, clinics or doctors offices 
during 1987 in an effort to 
find out who was obtaining 
the services.
It selected 103 facilities in 

what was intended as a sta­
tistically valid national sam­
ple base —  21 hospitals and 
82 clinics and physicians' of­
fices —  and arranged for 
questionnaires to be given to 
the 11,313 women who 
showed up for abortions dur­
ing a 12-day period.
Filling out and mailing in

The Associated Pn
the questionnaire was volui 
tary and done ar.onymousl 
and privately by the womar 
and a large number —  9,48 
—  returned completed ques 
t i o n n a i r e s .
Unmarried women livin 

with a man constituted 17 
percent of the abortion c1. 
ents although they made i 
only 3.4 of all childbearin 
age women.
Women attending scho 

constituted 31.1 percent 
those seeking abortions, b' 
20.5 percent of all women 
childbearing age.
Most women cited mo 

than one factor in their de< 
sion to have an abortio 
Among the reasons we 
concerns about how motht 
hood would change the 
lives, financial problem 
single parenthood, the r 
sponsibillty of parenthoo 
others knowing they we 
pregnant, maturi'y and he 
many children they alrea< 
had.



Fact Sheet #3
ABORTION: COST, FUNDING AND ACCESS

The Problem

America’s health care system deprives poor women, particularly women of color and 
rural women, of not only the right to uasic health care, but also the access to 
reproductive choice. This is because access to health care, including reproductive 
health care, is generally dependent on one's ability to pay for it.1 In contrast to- 
citizens of other developed countries, a significant number of Americans must rely 
solely on their own resources to pay for health care.2 Nearly 18% of all Americans 
have no health insurance and millions of others have coverage so limited that they may 
as well be uninsured.3 The figures are even worse for Americans of color.4 Safety 
net coverage for those without insurance is inadequate. Medicaid covers less than half 
of those below the poverty level.5 Almost 88% of the uninsured are working poor and 
their families, those who make too much to qualify for Medicaid yet not enough to live 
above the poverty level.®

Increasingly, poverty and the consequent lack of adequate health care arc suffered 
primarily by women and children. Poverty is disproportionately prevalent among women 
and children of color7 and among rural women and children.® Two out of three adults 
living below the poverty level are women and more than half of poor families are 
headed by women.9 Of all women aged 18-24, 30% have no insurance coverage.10 Of 
women aged 15-44 living below the poverty level, 36% are uninsured.11 Among women 
in the same age group living at 100-149% of the poverty level, 30% are uninsured.12 A 
woman’s lack of insurance affects her children’s health as well. Babies born to women 
without insurance are 30% more likely to die or be seriously ill at birth.13

Funding Llnititlim
Poor women must thus deal with inadequate health care funding for all their health 

problems. In the area of reproductive health, additional hardships have been imposed. 
Obstetricians and gynecologists do not participate in Medicaid to as great an extent as 
other types of physicians.14 The greatest impediment to poor women receiving proper 
reproductive care is that even where they have access to an "ob-gyn* who does accept 
Medicaid payment, the federal government still bars Medicaid funding of abortions 
except in cases where the woman’s life is in danger. (In October 1989, President Bush 
vetoed a bill passed by Congress that would have permitted Medicaid funding of 
abortions in cases of promptly reported rape or incest.) Although the states are free 
to pay for abortions that do not meet the federal standards, 30 states provide funding 
only when the woman’s life is endangered,15 8 states provide funding in certain 
additional circumstances (rape, incest or grave fetal abnormalities),16 and only 12 
states fund all abortions necessary to preserve or protect a woman’s health.17 
Ironically, 44 states and the District of Columbia extend Medicaid coverage to all 
pregnant women and infants living in families with incomes below the poverty level; 
the only non-covered health care is pregnancy termination, except in limited 
circumstances.1®



In 1987, $64 million in puolic funds went to abortions, but the federal government 
contributed less than 1% of that.19 Nearly all of the state-funded abortions were 
performed in states that fund all medically necessary abortions,2*3 and none of the 
states that provide funding only when a woman’s life is endangered used state revenues 
for abortion services.21 Such restrictions on funding arc a major cause for Medicaid- 
eligible women either to delay their abortions while they save for the fee22 or to bear 
unwanted children.23

The lack of federal abortion funding is especially disquieting when compared to 
federal funding of sterilization. In 1987, $65 million in government money went to 
fund sterilization procedures.24 The federal government provided 97% of these funds 
(compared to less than 1% for abortions, see above), 91% through Medicaid.25 The 
government's willingness to fund sterilization must be viewed against the shocking 
sterilization abuses which were uncovered in the 1970’s - abuses aimed at women of 
color and poor women. Some of the horrifying events that occurred involved public 
assistance officials tricking illiterate Black welfare recipients into consenting to 
sterilization of their teenage daughters; doctors agreeing to deliver babies of Black 
Medicaid recipients or perform abortions on condition that the women be sterilized; and 
doctors performing radical hysterectomies on Native American women under age 21 
without informed consent.2® Non-English speaking women were even less likely to 
have given informed consent because of communication difficulties. As of 1983, 25% of 
women o** color had been sterilized, compared to 16% of white women.22 Many women 
who are being sterilized today still are not being informed that sterilization is not 
reversible. One 1988 study of low-income clinic patients planning to be sterilized 
revealed that only between 64 and 70 percent knew that sterilization makes it 
impossible to have children in the future.28

Raising the money for an abortion can be difficult for poor women. The cost of an 
abortion ranges from $125 to over S2,000.29 Even if a woman is covered by Medicaid 
she often must pay cash up front, something very difficult for poor women to do.30 
Early abortions cost less and are safer than abortions performed later in the 
pregnancy.31 Thus, delays caused by lack of funds increase the final cost of the 
abortion and subject women to unnecessary risk. Financial problems may also increase 
the risks of later abortions. Among the methods for second trimester abortions, 
dilation and evacuation (D&E) is the fastest and safest.32 D &E ’s, however, are not 
widely available and may be too expensive for poor women.33 If anti-choice forces are 
able to pass laws like those recently upheld in Webster v. Reproductive Health 
Services.34 the cost of an abortion will increase even more, placing a greater burden 
on poor women. It is estimated that the viability tests required by the Missouri 
statute challenged in Webster could add $125-200 to the cost of an abortion.35

Government-funded reproductive health services further limit poor women’s choices. 
Under the regulations now on the books. Title X  programs, which are funded by the 
federal government to provide contraceptive counseling and services, cannot perform 
abortions, counsel women about abortion, or provide referrals for abortions.36 Also, 
programs must keep their Title X  programs completely separate from any abortion- 
related activity.32 Although these regulations are being challenged in court38 and 
some of them are currently enjoined, they provide one more threat to poor women 
seeking abortions. If the regulations are ultimately upheld by the courts, Title X 
programs will not. even be able to tell a pregnant woman that abortion is an option or 
where she can obtain more information about abortion. Furthermore, the rules 
regarding keeping programs separate could force some programs to shut down entirely, 
further limiting reproductive choice.
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Access limitations
Poor women rely heavily on public hospitals for all their health care.59 These 

facilities are not, however, meeting women's needs for reproductive health care. In 
1985, only 17% of public hospitals reported performing abortions.40 This dismal 
situation will only worsen if states follow Missouri’s lead and pass restrictive laws such 
as those upheld in Webster. Under the Missouri law no "public facility" may assist or 
perform abortions unless the woman’s life is in danger/1 "Public"̂  is defined very 
broadly. As the dissent in Webster noted, the law bans abortions at the Truman 
Medical Center in Kansas City - where, in 1985, 97% of all Missouri hospital abortions 
at 16 weeks gestation or later were performed •• even though the Center is a private 
hospital, staffed primarily by private doctors and administered by a private 
corporation. The Center is defined as "public" only because it is located on land 
leased from the city government.

The repercussions of Wcbstcr-likc laws go beyond limitations on access. Such bans 
on abortions at "public" facilities would mean that few physicians and nurses will be 
trained in abortion techniques, because most training is done in hospitals, not clinics.4-* 
If the broadly-defined "public" hospitals thus prohibited from providing abortions44 
were to be added to the Catholic hospitals that already choose not to perform 
abortions,45 doctors seeking abortion training would have few places to turn. The 
ultimate losers, however, would be women •— king affordable, quality reproductive 
health care.

Limitations on access to hospital abortions compromise women’s health. Some 
women seeking abortion may not require an abortion to save their lives, but may have 
a high-risk medical condition which mandates that an abortion be carried out in a 
hospital setting.4” Although most abortions can be safely performed on an out-patient 
basis, hospital facilities must remain available for women in special circumstances and 
for late-term abortions.

Anti-choice groups seek to limit abortions performed in clinics and doctors’ offices 
as well. In the 1989-90 term, the Supreme Court agreed to review an Illinois case47 
challenging extensive abortion regulations. Among its many requirements, Illinois’s 
complex licensing scheme required that abortions be performed in hospitals, or out­
patient clinics licensed as Ambulatory Surgical Treatment Centers (ASTCs); that ASTCs 
meet exacting physical standards and be equipped with certain medical equipment; and 
that anyone seeking to open an ASTC get a certificate of need from the Department of 
Public Health after a public hearing and a 120-day review period. These regulations 
required ASTCs to be the "functional equivalent of small hospitals."48 The 
requirements would add 10% or more to the cost of an abortion, force some clinics to 
close down, and prevent others from ever opening.49 Before the Supreme Court could 
issue a ruling, the State of Illinois agreed in a settlement to withdraw the challenged 
regulatory scheme.50 It is possible that other states might attempt to impose similar 
restrictions. Obviously, the ramifications for cost and access would be devastating.

Particular Eiflfclim
Even without these added restrictions, certain segments of the population face 

intensified difficulties in obtaining access to abortion. For rural women, locating a 
facility that will perform abortions is a major problem. In 82% of the counties in the 
United States (home to 30% of all women of reproductive age) there are no abortion 
providers.51 Hardest hit are rural women — 79% of them live in counties with no 
abortion providers.5  ̂ This is a particularly severe aspect of an overall rural health
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care problem. A car, necessary to reach most health care facilities, especiallv 
reproductive health care facilities, is beyond the means of many of the rural poor.5  ̂
Even a routine health care visit requires a substantial investment of time and 
resources.

Native American women also face both funding and access problems. No Indian 
Health Service clinic or hospital may perform abortions, even when the woman is able 
to pay for it herself.54 For Native American women who live on reservations, Indian 
Health Service facilities are usually the only health care provider within hundreds of 
miles.55 Thus, a Native American woman seeking an abortion must have enough 
money to cover both the cost of an abortion and the cost of traveling a great 
distance to an abortion provider.

Although women in the more disadvantaged segments of our society face the most 
severe obstacles, access and funding problems have broader impact. Women above the 
poverty level also have difficulty paying for abortions. Many women who work part- 
time or in small companies, service industries, or temporary jobs do not have health 
insurance.5*5 Even women who have insurance may not have adequate coverage when it 
comes to reproductive health care. Some states have passed laws prohibiting state 
employees’ health insurance from covering abortions except in cases where the woman’s 
life is in danger.57 Other states have passed laws which mandate that private 
insurance policies may cover abortion only if an added premium is paid.58 In the 
absence of state laws, many insurance companies decide on their own not to offer 
coverage for abortions.

ConclmiQaa
America's health care crisis deals a heavy blow to poor and rural women and women 

of color. The effect on these women’s reproductive health care is even more 
devastating. Very few insurance systems, public or private, cover abortions. Women, 
uninsured or inadequately insured, are on their own when it comes to paying for 
reproductive health care. Moreover, the cost of that health care is unnecessarily 
increased when women must travel great distances to reach providers. In the wake of 
the Supreme Court decision in the Webster case, these problems may intensify. If laws 
further limiting access to abortion and adding to the cost of the procedure are passed 
and upheld, they will increase the burdens on women. Such laws would produce more 
late term abortions, increase the health risks women face, and limit reproductive 
choice. For some women, safe abortions would no longer be an option. American 
women deserve better. They deserve adequate health care and full reproductive choice 
regardless of their ability to pay.

NQTES
1. McBarnette, Women and Poverty:. The Effects on Reproductive Status, in Women. 
Health and Poverty 55, 57 (C. Perales & L. Young eds. 1988).

2. Among developed nations, America has the highest percentage of its population 
whose medical needs go unmet. In other developed nations almost no one is uninsured. 
Bill of Health: Medical Insurance Laws. New Republic, July 3. 1989, at 5.

3. Gold, The Struggle to Make Do Without Health Insurance, N.Y. Times, July 30, 

1989, at 1.
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EQUAL ACCESS TO ABORTION: DISCRIMINATION IN PUBLIC FUNDING

DISCUSSION AND SUPPORTING FACTS
Governmental exclusion of abortion services from an 
otherwise comprehensive funding program (includ­
ing costs related to childbirth) is not a "neutral” stance; 
it coerces women to make one choice by foreclosing 
the possibility of making another.
—  M e d ic a id  fu n d s  a l l  o t h e r  n e c e s s a ry  h e a lt h  c a re  
re la te d  to  p re g n a n c y  a n d  r e p r o d u c t i v e  h e a lth .

We should not have one Constitution for those of 
means and another for the poor. Women's constitu­
tional right to choose abortion should not depend on 
the ability to pay. Yet in 37 states poor women cannot 
receive Medicaid funds for a medically necessary 
abortion.
— T h ir t y  s t a t e s a n d  th e  D is t r ic t  o f  C o lu m b ia  p r o h ib i t  
M e d ic a id  fu n d in g  f o r  a b o r t i o n  u n le s s  t h e a b o r t i o n  is 
n e c e s s a ry  to  s a v e  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  p r e g n a n t  w o m a n . !

—  O n ly  13  s ta te s  p e rm i t  th e  u s e  o f  s ta te  fu n d s  f o r  
a b o r t io n s  th a t a r e  "m e d ic a l ly  n e c e s s a ry / '  a  t e rm  
w h ic h  g e n e r a l ly  in c lu d e s  th e  b ro a d e s t  r a n g e  o f  s i t u ­
a t io n s  (o r  w h ic h  a s ta te  w i l l  f u n d  a b o r t i o n . :

—  In  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  13 s ta te s  th a t  fu n d  m e d ic a l ly  
n e c e s s a ry  a b o r t i o n s ,  o n ly  7  s ta te s  p r o v id e  fu n d in g  
f o r  a b o r t i o n s  in  c a s e s  in  w h ic h  th e  p re g n a n c y  r e ­
s u lte d  f r o m  ra p e  o r  in c e s t  o r  th e  fe tu s  e x h ib it s  g r a v e  
a b n o rm a li t ie s  ’

Prohibitions on public funding endanger poor women’s 
health by forcing some to resort to life-threatening 
illegal abortions and others to delay abortions until 
later In pregnancy when the medical risks are higher. 
They also hurt Impoverished families and children by 
forcing Medicald-ellglble women to pay for their abor­
tions with money they need for living expenses, in­
cluding food and clothing for their children.
—  In  s ta te s  th a t r e s t r ic t  M e d ic a id  fu n d s  f o r  a b o r t i o n ,  
a n e s t im a te d 2 (X X )M e d ic n id -e lig ib le p re g n a n t  w o m e n  
tu rn e d  to  i l le g a l a b o r t i o n  in  th e  in i t i a l 2 - 1 / 2  y e a r  
p e r io d  d u r i n g  w h ic h  th e  H y d e  A m e n d m e n t  w a s  in  
e ffe c t . *

—  A lt h o u g h  th e  r is k s  o f  le g a l a b o r t i o n  n e v e r  e x c e e d  
th e  r is k s  o f  c h i ld b i r t h ,  * a l t e r  th e  f i r s t  e ig h t  w e e k s  o f  
p re g n a n c v . th e  r i s k  o l  m a jo r  c o m p lic a t io n s  f r o m

a b o r t io n  in c re a s e s  a b o u t  I ?  to  3 0 ‘ i t o r  e a c h  w e e k  o r 
d e la y . "

—  M e d ic a id - e l ig ib le  w o m e n  w h o  w e re  u n a b le  : o  
o b ta in  fu n d s  w e re  d e la y e d  in  o b t a in in g  a b o r t io n s  
a n d  h a d  th e  p r o c e d u r e  2 - 3  w e e k s  la t e r  th a n  o t h e r  
w o m e n . A n  e s t im a te d  2 2 CT o f  th e  M e d ic a id - e lig ib le  
w o m e n  w h o  h a d  s e c o n d - t r im e s t e r  a b o r t i o n s  w o u ld  
h a v e  h a d  f i r s t - t r im e s t e r  a b o r t i o n s  i f  th e  la c k  o f  p u b lic  
fu n d s  h a d  n o t  r e s u lt e d  in  d r i a v .  * In  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s , th e  a v e r a g e  c o s t  o f  a  le g a l a b o r t i o n  a t ten  
w e e k s  o f  p re g n a n c y  in  a  n o n -h o s p i t a l s e t t in c  is 
S 2 3 8 . ’  T h e  m e d ia n  s ta te  m a x im u m  A id  to  F a m ilie s  
w ith  D e p e n d e n t  C h i ld r e n  (A F D C )  m o n t h ly  p a v -  
m e n t  f o r  a  f a m i ly  o f  th re e  is  o n ly  S 3 5 4 . " .

—  A lm o s t  f i f t y  p e rc e n t  o f  w o m e n  w h o  o b ta in e d  
a b o r t io n s  a f t e r  16 w e e k s  o f  p re g n a n c y  a t t r ib u t e  th e ir  
d e la y  to  d i f f i c u lt i e s  in  r a is in g  th e  m o n e y  n e e d e d .

Women who arc attempting to regain control overtheir 
lives after having suffered the trauma of becoming 
pregnant as a result of rape or incest should not be 
forced to carry the pregnancy to term because they 
cannot afford to pay for abortion services.
—  In  1 9 8 9  C o n g r e s s  v o t e d  to  r e s t o r e  th e  a v a i la b i l i t y  
o f  M e d ic a id  fu n d s  f o r  a b o r t i o n s  in  c a se s  o f  r a p e  o r  
in c e s t , b u t  P re s id e n t  B u s h  v e t o e d  th e  b i l l .  H e  a ls o  
v e t o e d  a b i l l  th a t  w o u ld  h a v e  a l lo w e d  th e  p e o p le  o f  
W a s h in g t o n ,  D .C .  t o  u s e  t h e i r  o w n  ta x  d o l la r s  to  p a y  
f o r  th e  a b o r t i o n s  o f  p o o r  w o m e n  w h o  w e re  th e  
v ic t im s  o f  r a p e  o r  in c e s t .

—  B e c a u s e  o f  B u s h 's  v e t o ,  a  1 2 - v e a r - o ld  g i r l  w h o  h ad  
b e e n  r e p e a t e d ly  r a p e d  b v a n a d u l t c o u s in a n d  b ea te n  
b y  h e r  u n c le  w a s  a lm o s t  u n a b le  to  h a v e  a n  a b o r t io n  
b e c a u s e  s h e  h a d  n o  m o n e y  t o  p a y  f o r  th e  p ro c e d u re . 
O n ly  a  la s t -m in u t e  p r i v a t e  d o n a t i o n  s a v e d  th is  12- 
y e a r - o ld  f r o m  h a v in g  t o  b e a r  a  c h i l d . "

Prohibitions on public funding disproportionately harm 
women of color because a disproportionate number of 
poor people are women of color.
—  In  1 9 8 8 , 3 1 .6  % o t  A f r ic a n  A m e r ic a n s , 2 o .8  " o f  
I l i s p a n ic s  a n d  10.1 T  o f  w h i te s  l iv e d  a t o r  b e lo w  th e  
p o v e r t y  le v e l .
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—  T h e  a b o r t i o n  ra te  a m o n g  w o m e n  o t  c o lo r  is a b o u t  W f r -  
tw ic e  t h a t  o t  w h ite  w o m e n . 11

The current law prohibiting the use of federal funds lor 
abortion services discriminates, not only against the 
poor, but against Ihe 44 million women whose health 
CBre programs are subject tofederal control, including 
federal employees who earn and pay for federal insur­
ance benefits.
—  T h e  w o m e n  w h o  a r e  a f fe c te d  b y  th is  d is c r im in a ­
t io n  in c lu d e  fe d e r a l  e m p lo y e e s  a n d  th e ir  d e p e n d ­
e n t s ,  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l a n d  t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s ,  
w o m e n  in  f e d e r a l p r i s o n s .  N a t i v e  A m e r ic a n  w o m e n  
a n d  P e a c e  C o r p s  v o lu n t e e r s .

—  T h e  R e p r o d u c t iv e  H e a lt h  E q u i t y  A c t (R H E A )  is 
le g is la t i o n  th a t w o u ld  r e s t o r e  f u l l  f e d e r a l fu n d in g  
t o r a b o r t i o n  s e rv ic e s  f o r  t h e 4 4  m i l l i o n  w o m e n  w h o s e  
h e a lt h  c a re  is  c o n t r o l le d  o r  p r o v id e d  b y  th e  fe d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t .  R H E A  w a s  in t r o d u c e d  in  th e  10 1s t 
S e s s io n  o f  C o n g r e s s  b y  R e p . B i l l  G r e e n  ( R -N Y )  a n d  
R e p . V ic  F a z io  (D -C A ) .

Some opponents of public funding for abortion argue 
that tax dollars should not be used for abortions 
because many taxpayers believe abortion is morally 
wrong. Government expenditures cannot be based 
solely on the personal beliefs or objections of some 
taxpayers: the taxes of most citizens are used for 
some purposes they believe are Inappropriate or even 
immoral.
—  P a c i f is t s  c o n s c ie n t io u s ly  o b je c t  t o  d e fe n s e  f u n d ­
in g , e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s  to  e n e rg y  s o u rc e s  th a t  c a u s e  
p o l lu t i o n ,  a n d  s o m e  r e l ig io u s  g r o u p s  to  c o n v e n ­
t io n a l m e d ic a l t r e a tm e n t  o r e d u c a t i o n .  F e d e ra l f u n d ­
in g  f o r  th e s e  a c t iv i t ie s  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a n d  w i l l  n o t  b e  
e l im in a t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  b e lie fs  h e ld  b y  s o m e  o f  th e  
c i t i z e n s  w h o s e  ta x e s  w i l l  b e  u s e d  to  p a y  f o r  th e m .
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GOVERNMENTAL RESTRICTIONS ON THE REASONS WOMEN 
  *: CAN HAVE LEGAL ABORTIONS ,

DISCUSSION AND SUPPORTING FACTS
Americans differ In their personal feelings about the 
morality ol the different situations in which women 
choose to have abortions, but they realize that the 
fundamental question is woo decides: the woman 
herself or politicians? Americans understand that it 
must be the woman who makes this highly personal 
decision, and that being pro-choice is not the same as 
being pro-abortion.
—  8 ?  p e rc e n t  o f  A m e r ic a n s  p o l le d  a g re e d  w i t h  th e  
s ta te m e n t  "A b o r t io n  is a p r iv a t e  is s u e  b e tw e e n  a 
w o m a n , h e r  f a m i ly  a n d  h e r  d o c t o r .  T h e  g o v e rn m e n t  
s h o u ld  n o t  b e  i p ' - o lv e d . " 1

—  oS  p e rc e n t  a g re e d  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t  "E ven  in  
c a se s  w h e r e  I m ig h t  t h in k  a b o r t i o n  is  th e  w r o n g  
th in g  to  d o ,  I d o n ’ t t h in k  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a n y  
b u s in e s s  p r e v e n t in g  a  w o m a n  f r o m  h a v in g  a n  
a b o r t i o n .  :

—  W h e n  a s k e d ,  "If a  w o m a n  w a n t s  to  h a v e  a n  
a b o r t io n ,  a n d  h e r  d o c t o r  a g re e s  to  it , s h o u ld  s h e  b e  
a l i o w e d  to  h a v e  a n  a b o r t i o n ,  o r  n o t ? "  6 3  p e rc e n t  
r e s p o n d e d  th a t  y e s , s h e  s h o u ld . 1

—  7 4  p e rc e n t  a g re e d  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t  " I p e r s o n -  
a l l v  fe e l a b o r t i o n  is m o r a l ly  w r o n g ,  b u t  1 a ls o  fe e l 
th a t w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  h a v e  a n  a b o r t i o n  is  a d e c is io n  
th a t h a s  to  b e  m a d e  b v  e v e r y  w o m a n  f o r  h e r s e l f . " 4

Attempts to outlaw abortions for sax sslsction or what 
is misleadingly labeled “birth control'' are only anti- 
choice smokescreens to disguise the true goal of 
opponents ol choice: to deprive ell women of the right 
to decide whether or not to have in abortion. These 
proposals ars a crude public relations ploy to trivialize 
the personal and serious reasons women choose to 
have abortions.
—  T h e  d e c is io n  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  to  h a v e  a n  a b o r u o n  
i n v o lv e s  d e e p ly  p e r s o n a l q u e s t io n s  o f  v a lu e s ,  r e l i ­
g io n , a n d  c o n s c ie n c e , a n d  a n  in t e n s e ly  p e r s o n a l 
e v a lu a t io n  o t  a  w o m a n 's  o v e r a l l  l i f e  s i t u a t io n  a n d  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s .  F o r  m o s t  w o m e n ,  th e  d e c is io n  to  
h a v e  a n  a b o r t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  r e d u c e d  to  a  s in g le ,  
s im p ly  s t a te d  re a s o n , b u t  r e f le c t s  t h e  c o m p le x  r e a l i ­
t ie s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  ‘

—  T h e  a b i l i t v  to  m a k e  th e ir  o w n  d e c is io n s  c o n c e rn ­
in g  a b o r t i o n  is  o t  s u c h  c r i t ic a l im p o r t a n c e  t o  w o m e n

that prior to Roc v. Wndc, experts estimate that over 
one million women each year risked their lives and 
health having illegal abortions to end crisis pregnan­
cies. '
—  T h e  te rm  " a b o r t io n  f o r  b ir t h  c o n t r o l"  is  b e in g  u sed  
in  a d e c e p t iv e  a n d  m is le a d in g  m a n n e r  b y  o p p o n e n t s  
o f  c h o ic e  to  d e s c r ib e  le g is la t io n  th a t  a c t u a l ly  s e e k s  to  
o v e r t u r n  Roc v. Wade a n d  c r im in a l i z e  a b o r t i o n ,  in ­
c lu d in g  a b o r t i o n s  r e s u lt in g  f r o m  c o n t r a c e p t iv e  f a i l ­
u re .  T h e s e  b i l ls  a r e  a im e d  a t t a k in g  f r o m  w o m e n  th e  
r ig h t  t o c h o o s e a n d  g iv in g  th e d e c is io n  to  p o li t ic ia n s .

—  T h e  A la b a m a  le g is la tu r e  is  c u r r e n t ly  c o n s id e r in g  
th e  f i r s t  b i l l  o f  th is  k i n d . 7 T h e  b i l l  h a s  n o th in g  to  d o  
w i th  b ir t h  c o n t r o l .  I t  w o u ld  o u t la w  a l l  a b o r t io n s ,  
w i t h  n a r r o w  e x c e p t io n s  p r o v id e d  in  c a se s  o f  r a p e ,  
in c e s t , l i f e  e n d a n g e rm e n t ,  o r  w h e n  th e  fe tu s  s u f f e r s  
f r o m  b i r t h  d e fe c ts  s o  s e v e re  th a t it w o u ld  n o t  s u r ­
v iv e . O p p o n e n t s  o f  c h o ic e  h a i le d  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  
th is  b i l l  a s  th e  f i r s t  o f  m a n y  th a t w i l l  b a n  " a b o r t io n  a s  
b i r t h  c o n t r o l . " "

—  T h e r e  is  n o  e v id e n c e  th a t  a b o r t i o n s  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  
s e x  s e le c t io n  in  th e  U .S . a r e  a n y t h in g  m o re  th a n  
e x t r e m e ly  r a r e  a n d  is o la t e d  o c c u r re n c e s .

—  L e g is la t iv e  p r o p o s a ls  to  c r im in a l i z e  a b o r t io n  f o r  
v i r t u a l l y  n o n e x is t e n t  r e a s o n s — s u c h  a s  f o r  s e x  s e le c ­
t io n  —  a r e  p lo y s  d e s ig n e d  t o  o p e n  th e  d o o r  to  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  u s u r p a t io n  o f  w o m e n 's  fu n d a m e n t a l  
r ig h t  to  w e ig h  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  th e  m o r a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l 
r e a s o n s  b e h in d  th is  d e c is io n .

The "birth control” labal Is us«d to give the false 
impression that because abortion la legal, women act 
Irresponsibly and use abortion as an altarnative to 
using contraception. In fact, the majority of women 
who choose abortion do so not as their primary means 
of birth control, but because their primary means of 
birth control failed.
—  T h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  w o m e n  w h o  o b ta in  a b o r t i o n s  
w e re  u s in g a  c o n t ra c e p t iv e  m e th o d  d u r i n g  th e  m o n th  
in  w h ic h  th e y  b e c a m e  p re g n a n t .  “

—  F e w e r  th a n  1 0 %  o f  w o m e n  o b t a in in g  a b o r t i o n s  
s a y  th e y  h a v e  n o t  u s e d  c o n t r a c e p t iv e s ,  a n d  o f  th e se , 
th e  v a s t  m a jo r i t y  a r e  y o u n g  u n m a r r ie d  w o m e n .
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p a r t ic u la r ly  te e n s , w h o  m a y  o n ly  re c e n t ly  ha v o  b e g u n  
h a v in g  s e x u a l r e la t io n s .

—  D u r in g  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  th a t a  c o u p le  u se s  a d ia ­
p h ra g m  o r  c o n d o m s  a s  th e i r  m e th o d  o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l ,  
a b o u t  o n e  w o m a n  in  s e v e n  w i l l  n e v e r th e le s s  b e c o m e  
p re g n a n t ;  e v e n  a m o n g  c o u p le s  w h o  u s e  th e  P i l l  —  
th e  m o s t  r e l i a b le  b ir th  c o n t r o l  m e th o d  s h o r t  o f  s t e r ­
i l i z a t i o n  —  o n e  in  s ix te e n  w o m e n  w i l l  b e c o m e  p r e g ­
n a n t .

T h e  ra te  o f  u n in te n d e d  p re g n a n c ie s  l i k e ly  to  o c c u r  
d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  u s e  o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  b ir th  
c o n t r o l  m e th o d s  i s : 11

o ra l con tracep tives 6 .2  p re g n an c ie s /100 coup le s
cond om s 14 .2 p re g n a n c ie s /100 coup le s
d ia p h ra gm  15 .6 p re g n a n c ie s /100 coup le s
the rh y thm " m e th od  16.2 p re g n a n c ie s /100 coup le s
sp e rm ic id es 26 .3  p re g n an c ie s /100 coup le s

—  T h e  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  m e th o d s  w i th  th e  lo w e s t  r a t e s  o f  
u n in te n d e d  p re g n a n c ie s  a r e  e i t h e r  i r r e v e r s ib le ,  l i k e  
s t e r i l i z a t i o n ,  o r  h a v e  th e  h ig h e s t  r is k s  o f  i n ju r y  a n d  
d is e a s e , a n d  m a y  t h e r e fo r e  b e  m e d ic a l ly  i n a p p r o p r i ­
a te  f o r  m a n y  c o u p l e s . F o r  m a n y  w o m e n , p re e x ­
is t in g  h e a lt h  c o n d i t io n s  m a y  in c re a s e  th e  r i s k  o r  
d i f f i c u lt y  o f  u s in g  s o m e  c o n t r a c e p t iv e  m e th o d s .

Once any reason for having an abortion Is deemed 
unacceptable—including a reason such aa sex seta.- 
tlon that rarely, if ever, la a woman's actual reason — 
a ll women could be forced to publicly justify their 
reasons for seeking an abortion. As in the days of 
hospital screening committees and illegal abortions, a 
woman could be subjected to a humiliating official 
inquisition into the most Intimate details of her life to 
prove that her reason* satisfy th* governmental crite­
ria. Consultation would be replaced by cross-exami­
nation. 13
—  P r i o r  to  1 9 7 3 , m a n y  s ta te s  r e q u i r e d  a n y  w o m a n  
w h o  w a n te d  to  h a v e  a n  a b o r t i o n  f i r s t  to  g o  t h r o u g h  
a n  a r d u o u s  a n d  d e m e a n in g  p ro c e s s  o f  t e s t i fy in g  
b e fo r e  a n d  g a in in g  th e  a p p r o v a l  o f  a  s c re e n in g  
c o m m it te e . I f  s u c h  a p p r o v a l  w e re  n e c e s s a ry  t o d a y ,  
a n t i - c h o ic e  g r o u p s  c o u ld  b e  e x p e c te d  t o  t r y  to  p a c k  
th e  s c re e n in g  c o m m it te e s  w i th  d o c t o r s  w h o  w o u ld  
d e n y  a l l  r e q u e s ts .

—  A n y  re s t r ic t io n  —  r e g a rd le s s  o f  i ts  s c o p e  —  c o u ld  
c a u s e  a l l  w o m e n  to  s u f f e r  th is  g r o s s  in v a s io n  o f  
p r iv a c y . W h e th e r  th e  r e s t r ic t io n  in v o lv e s  a g e n e ra l 
b an  o n  a b o r t i o n  w ith  n a r r o w  e x c e p t io n s  (s u c h  a s  
r a p e , in c e s t , l i f e  a n d  h e a lt h ) ,  o r  it i n v o lv e s  a  r e a s o n  
th a t r a r e ly ,  i f  e v e r ,  is  a w o m a n  s  a c tu a l r e a s o n  (s u c h  
a s s e x  s e le c t io n ) ,  a n y  s u c h  " re a s o n s "  r e s t r ic t io n  c o u ld  
c a u s e  e v e r y  w o m a n  to  h a v e  to  p u b l i c ly  r e v e a l ,  s u p ­
p o r t  a n d  d e fe n d  h e r  m o s t  in t im a te  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h o o s ­
in g  to  h a v e  a n  a b o r t io n .

—  In  C a li f o r n i a ,  p r i o r  to  Roe, a  m a r r i e d  w o m a n  w h o  
b e c a m e  p re g n a n t  a f t e r  h a v in g  L .*en  r a p e d  w a s  d e ­
n ie d  a n  a b o r t i o n  a n d  fo r c e d  to  c a r r y  th e  p re g n a n c y  
to  t e rm  e v e n  th o u g h  th e  la w  t e c h n ic a l ly  a l lo w e d  
a b o r t i o n s  in  th e  c a se  o f  r a p e , b e c a u s e  s h e  c o u ld  n o t  
p r o v e  th a t  th e  p re g n a n c y  w a s  c a u s e d  b y  th e  r a p is t  
a n d  n o t  h e r  h u s b a n d . 11
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F A C T S
S H E E T

W h a t  I s  

A b o r t i o n ?

Definition
Abortion is the expulsion (forcing out) of a fetus 
before it is mature enough to Ive on its own. 
Legal induced abortion, the subject of this fact 
sheet, is abortion that to brought about dettMP- 
atety by a medteal procedure.
Methods
Physicians1 use two methods to induce abor* 
tions. The first, most common method to to open 
(widen) the cervix and remove the contents of 
the uterus (primarty the fetus and placenta). 
The other method, used primartiy toward the 
end of the second trimester, is to induce labor; 
so that the fetus and placenta are expeAed as in 
childbirth.

M o a t a b o r tio n s  ( • ! % ) « •  
fa n n e d  d u h n g  th a  f lr a l S 
iw w t h i o f  p r v g n a iw *  w h e n  
a b o r tio n  ia  a n  o s o s p tio n o S y

,6 jE
• * *.*diK  l r

Determ ination o f Stage o f Pregnancy
Before an abortion to performed. Ala important 
to estabish that the woman to indeed pregnant 
and if so, to measure aa accurately as possible 
how far along her pregnancy to. Since A to 
ctifllcult to pinpoint the exact moment the woman 
conceived, heefth professionals usuaOy refer to 
a pregnancy in terme of the time that has 
passed since her last menstrual period (abbrev^ 
ated as LMP). The woman to given a pregnancy 
test then examined IntamaAy (peMc exam). 
She may also be examined by uliaaound, a 
painless use of sound waves (not x-ray) to "see” 
the inside of the uterus.

FI rst-THmaster Pregnancy
If lees than 13 weeks have passed since her iast 
menstrual period, the woman to considered to 
be in the first trimester: The Wtowing gives an 
idea of the actual size of a fetus toward the end of the first trimeetar.
A d W d H O I M w d t l M a k i l J M i

O n  i
te a b o u tS ln o iis s O i 
c c o m i to  n a a p )  a n d  w d Q h i
v o u n d f to u n o a .

Technique fo r Esrty Abortion
i ne stanoara memoa ror aoomon oerween i- to 
weeks to vacuum aspiration or suction coref- 
fzge. This method to safely performed on an 
out-patient besto in a doctor's otHca or dWc.
The woman lee on an examining tabie with her 
feet in stirrups. The doctor ineerti a dooed 
speculum into the vagina, then opene it to hold 
tha vaginai wsla apart Usualy sA>e than numbs 
tf ie cervix wMh a local anesthetic. Oocasionaly 
tTiere are msriicaf or oevchoioaicai reasons to 
put the woman to sleep briefly wilh a generei 
anesthetic. Most abortions, however, can be 
comfortably and more safsfy performed wHh a anesthetic.W W I  CM n W U  P W v t

Nation . The phytodan gradualy widens 
(ctiatee) the cervix in one of two ways. One way 
is to insert and remove narrow tapered rods, 
one at a timo. gradualy tocreatong the size of 
the rod untl the opening to about the dameter of 
a drinking straw (up to inch). Anutoer method 
to to insert a starts laminaria (seaweed) rod, 
which absorbs moisture ftom the cervix and 
gradualy expend*, thus eniaiging the opening.

O NflMral Aboriton fM n M N b ru tfy  199$



Aspiration and Curettage. The physician in­
serts a small tube (cannula) which is attached to 
an aspirator machine (similar to the one dentist? 
use to dear the mouth of saliva). The machine’s 
suction empties the contents of the uterus 
through the tube. Then the doctor carefully 
checks the walls of the uterus with a spoon­
shaped instrument (curette) to be sure no tissue 
remains.
The entire procedure takes about 10 minutes. 
Some women experience pain— especially 
menstrual-type cramping)— during and for up to 
an hour after the procedure, in addition, the 
procedure is usually followed by vaginal 
bleeding.
Techniques fo r M idtrimester Abortion
Only one tenth of abortions in the U.S. are 
performed in the second trimester of pregnancy. 
Most of these are performed using the dilatation 
and evacuation (D&E) method, usually on an 
out-patient basis but sometimes in the hospital. 
Others are achieved by inducing labor (induc­
tion), and are nearly always done in the hospital. 
Ending the pregnancy is more difficult in mid- 
trimester because the fetue is largec
DAE Method. The D&E procedure requires 
considerable sk i of the physician but is 
basically an expansion of the vacuum aspiration 
method described earlier. The cervix b  anesthe­
tized, then dilated. Depending on the method 
used for dilation, A may take a few minutee, 
several hours, or overnight
To perform the abortion, the physician usee 
suction as in first-trimester procedures, but also 
uses forceps to remove the fetal parts that are 
too large to pass through the suction tube. 
Finally, s/he checks the waNe of the uterun with a 
curette. The procedure Aself takes from 10 to 30 
minutes. Because the procedure can be tem­
porarily painful, the woman may be given pain 
medication to beip her feel more comfortable.
Induction or Instillation Method. Leas than 
3% of ail abortions in the U.S. are obtained by 
the induction method. The physician may ad­
minister a local anesthetic before passing a 
needlo through the abdomen into the uterus. 
S/he withdraws some amniotlc fluid through the 
needle and injects a mediation (proetagJandn, 
urea, saline solution, or a corrbinadon) to induce 
contractions. Some hours latar, the patient goes 
into labor to expel the fetus.

Com plications from  Abortion
Abortion ts now one of the safest surgical 
procedures available. Major problems resulting
from abortion are rare. For details, see Fact 
Sheet Safety of Abortion.
Follow -up Care
Following an abortion, regardless of the method 
used, the woman is monitored for a period of 
time to see that her blood pressure and heart 
rate are stable and that bleeding and discomfort 
are within normal fimrta.
Before she leaves, the medcai personnel may 
give her a prescription for antibiotic and/or other 
medications. They should also give instructions 
for post-operative care, including a 24-hour 
number for her to call in an emergency; and an 
appointment to return within 2-4 weeks. This 
foAow-up vistt is very important to make sure the 
abortion b complete and to dbcover and treat 
any problems that may have developed.
’MortaftorttomJntfia U.S. tn  ptrformtd by rrmUcal doctors. In \Mmont, curM. i prtjdttBn'* imHM muy alto purtorm into 
trimutUtr p m d k iM i

t a r  M o tt M o n n c t lm
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raver#
S H E E T

W o m e n  W h o  

H a v e  A b o r t i o n s

Most women who have abortions are 
young, unm arvM , and less than ten 
weeks pregnant
Num ber Having A bo rtio n s
Each year in the Untold States, women end 
apprcwimateiy one otrl: of four pregnancies, for a 
total of nearly 1.6 miflon-abortions (1985). Both the 
number of abortions imd the rate (per thousand 
women) have remaimid relatively constant 
throughout the 190011.

Age
More than 60% of women who have abortions are 
younger than 25.
• The highest rates occur among oktor teenagers • 
and young adults (60 per thousand women apes 
16-19; 51 per thousand women ages 20-24).

• The lowest rates occur among women younger 
than 15 (9 per thoutiund) and women after their 
mid-thirties (10 per liwusand, ages 35-39; 3 per 
thousand, ages 40 and older).

Teenaged women end 42% of their pregnancies 
with abortion (not canting pregnancies that end in 
miscarriage or stib irh ); women over 40 end 51% 
of their pregnancies.

Percentage of aN abortions by age (1963).

Marital Status
Most women who hove abortions (81 %) are not 
married at the time of the abortion; 96% of 
teenagers who have abortions are unmarried.

rtfCtfitlQt Of M  KKIfDOra OJf fnKTW StStUS (T9o9|.

Race
In the U.S., needy 70% of the women who obtain 
abortions are white.

Percentage of afl abortions by race* (1983).

•Information is not avainWa to dtotingutoh tha dtv*r»<t 
group* categorized as "nonwhtta."

Nonwhite women, however, have higher pregnancy 
rates (per thousand) as wal as higher rates of both 
childbirth and abortion.
The Aian Guttmacher Institute has identified 
significant differences in the usual circumstances 
of abortion:
• White women tend to use abortion to postpone 
the beginning of chikJbeering;

• Nonwhite women tend to use abortion to space 
their children or to end their chikJbeering.

•  Naaonto Abortion Fadwatton February 1 M 8



Previous Live Births
More than half of the women having abortions (57%) have not yet bome a child; about one third (35%) have either one or two children.

Percentage of aH abortions by number of 
previous live births (1383).

Previous Abortions
Most women who have abortions (31%) have not had one before. The proportion of women who 
have had at least one prior abortion (39% in 1983) 
has gradually increased over the last several years, 
largely because women in their reproductive years 
have spent more of those years during a period that abortion was available and legal nationwide.

Psreentaga of aN abortions by number of pervious
abortions (1983).

Stage o f Pregnancy
Most women (90%) obtain abortions in the first 
trimester of pregnancy (12 weeks or lass since the 
last menstrual period).
• Fully half of abortions are obtained within the first 
8 weeks.• Fewer than 1% of abortions oocr .fter20 
weeks, and almost aH of these are at 21-23 weeks.

Percentage of aH abortions by weeks since last 
menstrual period.

Women’s Reasons fo r Obtaining 
Abortions
Notwithstanding statistical trends of age, race, and 
marital status, the reasons women give for having abortions are as individual as the women 
themselves. Many did not intend to get pregnant 
They speak of not being reedy to be parents, being too young or too old, having too Kttie money; feeling 
that another baby would make It harder to raise the children that have already been bom, needing to 
finish school, not having supportive companions. 
Some women wanted to get pregnant but developed serious medical problems, learned that 
the fetus had severe abnormalities, or experienced some other life crisis (see NAF Fact Sheet:Abortion After Twelve Weeks).
The decision is rarely simple. Most women think 
long and hard about their options and then make the best choice they can under their own, personal 
circumstances.

Statistics lor thlt Fsct S lm t wars dsrtvsd from raaaaru i by iha U.S. 
Cantors tor Dtsssss Control Abortion Surrsillsncs Unit and by tho 
Alsn Guttmschsr InstMuto.
For Mora In fo rm a tio n

For Information o r referra ls to quaiHled abortion providers, a k  tha 
National Abortion Federation's to*-Free Conaumar HotHna, 
(800)772*9100. Weekdaya 9 :30 -9 :30  Eaatam Tima. In Washington,
D.C., cad 546-9080 .

For Further R aad fn i
B. Benderty, Thinking About Abortion, DM P ress , 1 9 64
S  K. H anahaw "Characteristics ot U.S. Woman Having Abortions, 
1962-1983,”  Family Planning Parapacthraa, January/February 1987.
a  K. Henahew, J. O. Forrest, j .  Van Vort, "Abortion Sarvtcas in tha 
United Statas, 1964 and 1965," FsmUy Planning Parapactlvs, 
March/ April 1967.
R I DOn M  AOOrwOn r fO V T w u f l
900 Pennsylvania Avar: 4 .  S.IE.
Washington. D.C. 2 0 0 0 3  
(2 0 2 )5 4 6 -9 0 6 0
Ann Thompson Cook, W riter
February 1968
•  Copyright 1966 National Abortion Feda-ation
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E c o n o m i c s  o f  

A b o r t i o n

Abortion is a relatively inexpensive surgical pro­
cedure. Ninety percent ot abortions in this country 
are performed in crut-patient settings during the 
first trimester (twelve * asks) of pregnancy, at an 
average cost of $200-,XX).
Nevertheless, many .c w-income families cannot 
obtain abortion services. Even though they are 
eligible for Medicaid for other kinds of medical 
care (including maternity), they are not covered for 
abortion services in most states.

Average C ost o f A k rt ic m  in 111, 
Owl Patien t Feo lH ee

9 0%  o f a l  abortions 
occu r in tfw flrat

« a  «  f t  *  
M t a b s in t M r f s n s lu lp s io t f

Fees Remain Low Since Legalization o f 
A bortion
Before abortion became legal, women often paid 
exorbitant sums to obtain an abortion, even from 
unlicensed, untrained practitioners working in 
non-sterile conditions. Because women so »;en 
had dangerous complications following these ille­
gal abortions, they frequently required hospitaliza­
tion, thus increasing their financial and health 
costs.
Since 1973, however, when abortion became 
legal throughout the U.S., it also became safer 
and considerably lees expensive.

The coat to any particular person depends on 
many factors: how tor along her pregnancy is; 
whether care is available in her own community; 
the kind of procedure and anesthetic that is used; 
the kind of tocity she abends (clinic, physician's 
office, or hospital).
As mentioned, flrst-trimeetor, out-patient abortions 
generally coat between $200-300. Second-trimes­
ter abortions, which are somewhat more compli­
cated, cost about $350-450 from the 13th to the 
16th week; after the 16th week, the cost goes up 
about $100/week (See figure).
Between 1963-1966, the average cost of abortion 
rose only 7 percent compered to the cost of gen­
eral medical care, wttich rose 21 percent
Medicaid Funding Unavailab le in Moat 
S tates
The federal government and all stotoe1 permit 
Medicaid funds to be used for abortion in cases 
where the woman’s life would be endangered by 
continuing hor pregnancy. Fewer then half of the 
states pay for abortions tor women who became 
pregnant by rape or incest and/or who have iden­
tified that the fetus has severe defects.
Only 13 pay for abortions in aH or most circum­
stances (for details, see Figure 2).
Thus, in most parts of the U.S  ̂low-income 
women who choort to end an unwanted preg­
nancy are denied coverage. This fact has serious 
consequences for families as weH as taxpayers.
Denying Medicaid Funding fo r  
A bortion C o sts  B oth  Taxpayers and 
Fam ilies
The cost to Individual tomtfea is inestimable. 
Approximately three quarters of the women who 
are denied Medicaid fu. ding tor abortion have 
one anyway, usually at great sacrifice to them­selves and their tomWee—working extra hours or

"riO Tona A o o n o n  rsoereeon



jobs or borrowing from their rent or grocery 
budgets. Sometimes, because it takes time to 
scrape up the money, the woman has to obtain 
the abortion at a later stage, when the procedure . 
is even more expensive and poses more risk to 
her health.
Those who oppose public funding for abortion call 
it an unfair burden on taxpayers. In fact the cost 
to the taxpayer of denying funding to low-income 
families who choose abortion is even greater. 
When a baby is bom to Medicaid-eligible families, 
the average government expenditure is $6,750 
(compared to the average cost of abortion, S20C- 
300):
• S2J200 for maternity care,

• $1,770 for pediatric care during the first two 
years, and

• $1,890 for the child’s share of financial and 
nutritional support

This average government expenditure per birth— 
36,750—counts only the expenses of the preg­
nancy through the first two years of the child’s life.

Families also pay a high price whenever a 
woman must carry a pregnancy to term because 
she is unable to pay for abortion services. She is 
much more likely to experience complications in 
childbirth, infant mortality, and/or the myriad prob­
lems inherent in adding another child that the fam­
ily cannot afford or welcome.

'Excapt Arizona, which haa no Madicatd program

F o r F u rth e r Baadtng
S.K. Hanahaw, J.D. Forraat, and 1  Van Vort "Abortion Sarvicaa in 
tha Unrtad S ttfaa , 1 9 0 4  and 1968,** FarrWy Pim nlng  P ary c t f aat. 
March/ April 1 9 0 7 .6 3 - 7 0 .
A. Torraa, P. Donovan, N. Ofcaa. and JIXForreat. "P ub ic  Dar i alba 
and Coata ol Oovammant Funding ter Abortion." Famdy Planning 
P a r y c t fv a a ,  May/Juna 1900,111-118.

f — —  .  n . . .  i . i -■ i ir  Of MO tf rPOnTiMOn
For M ifciM maacm or rafarrala lo puaMad abortion prcirirtan. cad tha 
National Abortion Fadaradon'a WMraa Conaumar HoMno (900 ) 
772-9100 . In Waahinglon, DC: 540 -9000 . Waakdaya 9 3 0 * 6 3 0  Eaat- am Tima.

W p W w h  r v W l D P )
900  Perw ieytvanlaANenue.S£. 
Waahinglon. DC 20003 
(202 ) 5 4 0 -900 0
Ann Thompson Cook. W ttor 
March 1900
• 19(9 National Abortion Federation

C ir c u m s t a n c e s  in  W h ic h  M e d ic a id  F u n d s
A b o r t io n , b y  S t a t e
State

^ 2 a 3 J ?  rraaFSeeUta or laeeet
MaaHae AM ar Meet
QllHll btBMNM

Alabama *•»
Alaaka * * *  V*
Arizona NO MMOd Program
Aifcanaaa
CaMonva' * * *** *
Cctorado * a*
Comacocu1 **
Dataware V *
Otat otCoambn *
Rondo
George V*i ..--- iineiW *•»
Idaho *
IlHnoia *
Indiana W*
Iowa * *» a*
Kanaoa *
KantucKy *
1 rvana *
Malna
Maryland * * ¥ * *
MaaaacnuMM' * * *  *» — ■---FAcragen * .
Mtmeeou *
fntidnpi *<*
vaaouri
.'S JW A *
NaOrafca
Nevada
Naa Hampehee **
Near Jeraey* ** ¥» a*
NsarMadco *
NearVbrk * V
NdtiCardine * * ¥» a*

NoaiOahaa *
ONo * *
Oklahoma *
Oragon ¥• a" *
Pemeytvarae ¥ •l-i--- .rfxxw mmrro
Sodh drama * *
SouhOahoa * *
Tamaaaaa
Taaaa *
man *
Marmora' **» * *  *
Vtrgtnto * * a * *
WaNngon »<* * * *  t*

1 «--r»SQ VW yF* * * * *  +
MAaconam * a*
. . .Wyoming * a *

'payng purauam to court oroar
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Opinion Surveys Reveal Strong Public 
Support
Three qu*ters of American vdsrebeleuetoal, "Since 
nobody know® tor certain whan We begins, paopie 
should follow their wen moral convictions and reigioue 
teachings on the abortion issue” (Htekman, 74%).
Most Americans say toet a woman should have toe 
right to choose abortion:
• During the first 3 months of pregnancy in coneufte* 

tion with her doctor (Figure 1 ).
• When being pregnant Is threatening her Me (Qalup*,- 

94%).
• When her pregnancy reeuMsd from rape or incest 

(NORC, 77%; Gelup1, 85%).
• When her baby is Hkely to be deformed (NORC,

76%; QaNup1. 60%).
• When her health is threatened (NORC, 80%; Gallup, 

84%).
• When she is an unmarried teen wheee Mure might • 

be seriousiy affected (Harris, 54%).
Moat people oppose amending toe ConeifrJlton to ban 
abortion (Karrfe* 62%, Hickman, 63%, 088*. 68%). 
Americans are convinced that * abortion were Megaf 
again, "a lot &  women * *  get hurt and Mtod from bod 
doctors doing secret abortions” (Hfctonan, 77%)..

Americans' life experiences do affect their attitudes 
toward abortion. According to toe NabonaJ Opinion 
Research Cantor (NORC), sBtodes toward abortion 
differ signlflcantfy among various groups of Americans.
Personal Kxesrisnoe with Abortion: At least 18 mil- 
lion women living today have had an abortion. They— 
and people too know tosm wsi fend to be more 
supportive of abortion then are people who have had 
no direct experience wlh abortion
Education: PeooCe who have more than a hkto school 
education are much more Hkeiy to approve legal ebor- 
non m n  rose « m o  nave n o t  oompweso n tgn  s c h o o l

Religion: Cetoodcsand Protoatonto land to have shrv* 
ilar views on aborkort toeir suooort for abortion is con* 
sistont with toat of the osnsral oubde. in osnersi how- 
ever, Americans who say Ihey are not very stongiy 
afWatod with toeir redgtoue group approve of abortion 
much more toah do people vtoo report a strong r a i l-
'JXjUm V m H w a x

Majority Says Qovem merit Should Not Be 
involved in Decision
These dMsrences notwitoetondfrrg, support for abortion
A broad based. Seventy-seven percent of American 
votors oeaeve bmi Aooreon w a pnvsto isaue Between

Ffgum 1
U.S. Public Strongly Supports Prtveey in Abortion Decioiona
CBS NtwtiNtw T inas S u n * *  T h a  right at a . . 
woman to heva an abarSsn a h a id  b *  M l anMrefy to 
the woman and har daata r’ (1 4 7 7 ,1 t7S f " •  a  woman- 
wcnto to have an afcordwr and her doctor ag rees to A 
should rite  ba aSowadts hsaa an t o w in g  o r nor?" 
|1«S1)
Warric Survwjc "TH me I you agrvs or dtoaftaa Any
■ m t w i  w n o  m  i m  i t w i »  o r  m s  v a a w
hg*i»y fy+ tff H F l h f  iftWfrF f
whetter or not aha wane to hava m  Horton." (tSSI,
1903)
NSC Naww EdtAo*"Oo you agree or (Sseeree...: 
tw dactaton to hava an aborton dmdd ba toS to W*
w P W  ana n sr p n y v a w ir

NARAL Study, Hkkmm (Heads Aaooamft and Amrf* 
Ctof? vwpjxjww, fioarwon m •  p n v w  m u p  o w m i  •  
woman, hartamNy, and har doctor." (IMS) e ThMcs woman and doctor 

should not hove right to dsdds
B ThMw woman and <locfcx 

should have right to dedda
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a woman, har (amity, and har doctor [and that] tha gov­
ernment should not Isa invotvad" (Hickman). Thia sup­
port for privacy and norv4nlarlaranca inctudee people 
who identify thamaatvaa aa:
• Conservatives (70%),
• Catholics (81%),
• Soutiiemers (72%),
• Republican voters in tha 1968 Presidential election 

(69%), and
• Persons who believe in the Bible aa tha literal word 

ot God (67%).

Many View Abortion as tha Boat Solution 
to a Wrong Situation
Abortion is a complex and emotionally charged iaaua 
fa  many people. Fa  example, had of Americana 
believe that abortion ia wrong (NBC, 54%). Mrt an avan 
greatsr number—-including thtiea who betieve abortion 
Is wrong—baHava that it is somatlmaa "tha bast thing 
in a bad situation" (CBS3, 66%).

Attitudes Unswayed by New Knowledge 
About Fetal Development
Moat Amsdcara say that nsw adaniWc information 
about the tarty stages of devdopment either tae not 
changed thair views a  has made tfwrn favor abortion 
more (Gallup* 78%). .

A Caution About Opinion Surveys
Whan paopla respond to public opinion survaya, they 
may appear to give different anawers depending on 
(1) the way questions are worded, (2) the context in 
which they are asked, and (3) the type ot answers 
offered
Compare, for example, Figures 1 and 2. Whan paopla 
ara given choices that induda a mkfcfle ground—such 
as always/sometimes/never—thair anawers may 
appear more cautious than when they muat dedda 
one way or another—such as agree/rts agree

The Nature o f the Debate
Antiabortion activists frequency delm that the Supreme 
Court's decision in /toe v. Mbde era dad public sup­
port for abortion. To tha oonlrery, pubic support grew 
during tha dabata that began in tha mkMSeOa, and the 
Supreme Court decision in 1973 simply valdatied that 
change (Lukar). In (act, pubic support has rimatnad ret* 
dvfy constant ovsr tha lad several yeare (Figure 1).
Indeed the p ile over the lael aeveral yeeis auggeet- 
that Americana are no longer debating whstwr abo*
tion should be legel a  Illegal. W there le a rtahefa, It 
seame to focus on whether abortion should be re­
stricted to certain drcumatoncee a  left entirely as e 
personal decision in the hands o( women and their 
physicians.

Pubtte Supports Legal Abortion ha Moot Situation*
Rgun2

23%

22%
i

’j

I
Katr

H

2 t»

976

TNMaWorttandntidbatootk  CZZ3 7NH« abortion dnuld be

G ttu p  Qrpantoation: “Do you Nnfc abortions Xu)d ba ItgaL under — drcumwwcaa, ortiy oartain rtrcurnWK—. or
in i i  drcurTM iwnomT*

S u rve ys  a w e  In TM s t a t  M e e t
NORC, National Opinion O n — rcti Censer, General SocW  Sorvuy
1
Gatiup1 O rgan ia0on . Septomber 25 -O ctober 1 .1 9 8 8 .
Q siup* Orgwtin l ton  Survey lo r Nswewaek Mega-rtna. Dacambsr 
2 7 -2 9 , IM S .

Louis Harrie1 and Aasodati* January 2 4 - 2 7 ,1M 6.
Louis HatrlaP and Associate, Ju ly 1 7 -2 2 ,19S7.
Hickman l l — tin rtoaao rch  and American Viewpoint tor NARAL, 
December 1 3 -1 7 ,1 9 * .
CUS ’ /New Hsrk T im es May 11 -1 4 ,19S7.
CBS'/N ew  H»k Timm, August 1 S -2 2 ,1997.
ce a r/M sw  \ m n m
N 0C /MW S tive r Jbum a( January 14 -17 ,1998 .

F o r M ora M ana aM aa
r o r in iormeeon rwMiwm id qutnma kxwwon provioers, cm rm 
National Abortion Federation's toti-lree Iwrtinec (800 ) 772-9100. In 
Wtiahing lon. DC. 349 -9010 . Wtisbdaye. > 3 0 -6 3 0 , Eaatom Time.
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F A C T !  
S H E E T

4 J i . A b o r t io n  a l t e r  

T w e lv e  W e e k s

Most women who obtain abortions reatizs they are 
pregnant, decide to and thdr pregnancy and do so 
withfci the first 12 weeks of pregnancy Ideate aH 
abortions wottid be performed at 7 or 8 weeks of 
pregnancy vrtim the prooedue is safest Newrthslaes, womm hew oompe*ng reasons to 
n h fta in  a h n r h n n B I n l a l f  %m— i f .  T h h f i c t i
describes those reasons.
Abortion* by slegeof preereeef

t * -M w « fc s ( r% )
2 t-S » « M *s < 1 % )

O n ly  1 0 %  o f  
O w e  1 %  a f t e r  OS wmkM.
•borfloe bt the tbbd bbeeeler

■ m h e v e  M e e e e t a ^  
o a ty  v b o a  S w b  M e  ia  In

Tbsns at S pec ia l R isk
Nearly half of a l abortions e ft* 12 weeks are 
obtained by tameqera. One factor in their delay is not resizing for several weeks that they are 
pregnant
•  They may understand aolttie about their, 

bodes that they dorrt recognize signs of 
pregnancy• They may become pregnant baton they have begin to menetruato or batore their menstrual 
periods are ragufe ao they dorrt have tha 
signal of a mined period.

• They may—■» many tsenagve who do not understand reproduction—batiaw a variety of 
mytha, such aa “\bu cant gat pregnant the flrat 
time."

•  They may have bean rapad or saealyabuaad 
and kept that a secret denying tha poeeMWy of 
pregnancy

When they do metre they are pregnant they may 
panic: HMy parents wfl never forgive mel What ahal 
I do? Maybe it iant true. Maybe It vM go awaf Or they may spmd eewral weeks wteNng and hoping

that "everything w i work out for the beet” Usuntiy 
of oouraa, tha pregnancy doemt go away and the 
naHlee of haring a chid griduitiy become evident
Another factor in teenagers’ delay lethal few are 
experienced in uring the health cans syatom, and 
comprehsnaiw health cart and decision 
counadtofl era not yet widely rratiahla to young
Evan furttwr delays are Introduced by states that 
require abortion provtdera to notify or obtain 
conaant of minors’ parents before proossdng with an abortion. Most teenagers do tail some caring 
adult (a pwmtralstiw, or famtiy friend). But those 
teenagers who feel they must protect' their privacy hi r 'a i s  s parent In nil wive, frr uwernple ere
n n  t w u  Ch OiCb b * i  mc^r i t u j k
• petition the oourtmd oonvtoce a Judge that 

thay are competent to maka thia decision; or
• flndservtocsinastafiivrithoutauch 

restrictions, raise extra money and trawl tom  
out-oNtalifacBty

Either choba creataa (Mays that cm aoaly push tha abortion past tha tirattrimestK
These examplM bendy hint at the complm swnts in teenagara iw s tnat rnpsos mar gating prompt 
meacat auanoon. stoma, out prooany not m, or 
teenagers’ delays could ba prewntod by• prwklng oomprehmaiw aw education;
• prtwkflng aocasaUa, amaltiw famly planning 

services indudng contraception; and
• repeating reetrictiw parental notification and 

consent taw.
Undiagnosed Pregnancy
Soma womm do not reoogniaa untti wsti into their 
pregnancy that ttwy are pregnant to addRion to the 
previous mvnptes of teenagers, these are• womm who do not menstrua* at d ^  who 

mmstruate only a few times a year due to 
Insee, madtestion, or stienuoue athletic 
activity:• womm’whobstiawthdr abaant periods reflect 
tha onaat of menopause:

•  womm with normatiy tight period* who mistake spotting of early pregnmcy tor menstruation;
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• women who befeeve they cannot become 
pregnant because they are nursing babies or 
undergoing medical treatments;

• women whose pregnancies are initially— 
sometimes repeated^—misdiagnosed 
by physicians or other djnidans.

Lack of Money
Many women in this country can bareiy afford 
sbeiter, food, and clothing for their families, much 
less medical care. Some are ekgtoie for Medicaid 
funding for other medical services, but for several 
years, the federal government and most states 
have prohibited the use of Medicaid funds to pay 
for abortions. For a woman who has no money to 
spare, gathering a few hundred doflars can take 
weeks and thus daisy her abortion.

Tragic Events
A pregnancy may have been planned, very much 
wanted—until a tragedy strikes. Perhaps the 
woman’s husband or partner has a heart attack or 
becomes seriously il. Her smaM child is hit by a car 
and paralyzed. She loses her job. A parent has a 
stroke. Women in such situations may decide this 
is the wrong time to have a baby and choose 
abortion, even when the pregnancy has advanced 
past the first trimester.

Medical Complications
Like the rest of the population, pregnant women 
are susceptible to cancer, heart disease, severe 
depression, addictions, and other significant health 
problems. A woman may choose abortion because 
continuing her pregnancy would make her 
condition worse or actuaty threaten her Bfe, or 
because she requires—or has been given 
erroneously—x-rays or mediations that cause 
defects in developing fetuses.

For Mm* totormation
For kTtormafeon o r rtto ra to  to qualified abortion provfcfcrt, c a l tho 
National Abortion Fadaranon'a toti-frao Conaumar Hottina:
(600 ) 772-9100 o r in Waahinglon. D.C. 544 -9060 , woaHdoye 
9 :30 -5 :30  EaaiamTfen*.
rtjf rurms* NtgORlg
B. Btndarly, Thinking About Abortion, DM  Praaa, 1964.
Panntal Norte# Law*: Thok Catastrophic Impost on Tonmgsn ' 
Right to Abortion, American Civil Ubartiaa Union Reproductive
rrtraoom rrOpCL, ltfOQ.
C. Ti#tzs A S K .  Hananaw. InPuesd Abortion: A World Rasim*, Tha 
Alan Guttmachar tnsmut*. 1958.
0 . A. Orimes, “ S#cond-Tbm#rt#r Abortion# in tha United State#,"Cm m i'L i — ‘—  ^ ------------ -- —  ia « e a n  i m #r  teTwfy n m w W ry  m kspeC ffV ee , Iv .a v U ,

Freedom to Choose Abortion 
Clearly, some abortions after 12 weeks couid be
M  k  ■ ■ M A M A  J B A A B A M A i A ^ A A A  ^  l a J ^ ^ A Aavooea wrtn more comprenensive eoucaoon, 
wider access to contraception and abortion, ful 
Medicaid funding, and repeal of laws restricting 
minors’ access to abortion, it is also dear that 
some abortions after 12 weeks are unavoidable. 
Only the woman who is pregnant can determine 
what is the best solution, and every woman must 
be free to make that choice.

Severe Defects in Fetus
When a woman ieams from the results of a 
sonogram or amniocentesis that for example, her 
fetu3 is anencephal c (has virtuafly no head), has a 
severe chemical disorder affecting its metabolism, 
or has no working kidneys, she may wish to end 
the pregnancy rather than carry it through the 
remaining months, only to here the infant die—or 
in other cases, to bear an infant with severe 
disabilities. Unfortunately, amniocentesis resuits 
are generally not avatiabie until the 18th or 19th 
week of pregnancy and thus daiay the abortion 
decision.

Other MAF Fubticctien*
Consumer'# Qutd* to Abortion Ssrvkm/Quts sobts ssnridot do 
tborto
Foot Shssts: W tM  la A bo rted ? Safety O Abortion, Economics ot 
Abortion, Woman W ho Haws Abortions. Pubtic Support tor Abortion
Fourttm Won otLsgst Abortion: Bsnsma fo tho Notion's Hsstth

National A te n b n  F td a fa tio a  
900 Permaytvanie A nnua , S.E.
Washington, DC 2 0 0 0 3  
(2 0 2 )5 4 8 -9 0 6 0  
March 1887
Ann Thompson C ook , W riter 
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Abortion a ft*  12 Weeks Is Legal.
The U.S. Supreme Court declared that in the first 
trimester of pregnancy (the first. 12 weeks), the abortion 
decMon must be left entirely to the woman and her 
physician. Tho oourt slowed staes to regulate the 
abortion during the aecond trimcetar, but for only one 
purpoaa—to protect the womans health. In the third 
trimester, states may regulate or forbid abc nion un/ess 
the womens life or health is endangered (Rob v. tttefe, 1973).
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