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Sally Smith, Director

Alaska Teachers'Retirement System
P.O. Box CR

Juneau, AK 99811-0203

Dear Ms. Smith,

lam writing to you out of frustration after speaking with several
Retirement Field Representatives and corresponding with them over the
past school year. My wife and | are in a unique situation and I need your
help to sort this out as It is extremely important to us. Here is the

situation.

inJune of 1982 my wife and I were hired as full time certificated
teachers for the Kashunamuit School District in Chevak, Alaska. When we
arrived in the village we discovered that this public school was a 8 1A
Contract School. The BIA financed the school and provided maintenance on
the building but the local School Board ran the district. We taught in this
district for three years.

InJune of 1985 we moved to Trapper Creek, Alaska were we received
employment in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District. At that
nme iinquired with the TR5 lu find out I'.iw buy in the throo yoarc wo
had Just spent in Chevak. I received a letter dated 5/6/86 from Beverly
Reeves stating that I could buy the three years as BIA service. Several
years passed bhefore I decided to begin paying in to the TR5 to buy these

years.

My wife and Lare currently employed with the Kenai Peninsula Borough
School district and this past fall | decided we both should buy in these
three years. I began making phone calls to the TRS and found out

something very disturbing. They considered Chevak to be a private school.



Not only would we have to purchase these years at the higher outside
service rate but these three years would not count towards the twenty
years of service needed to be eligible to retire nor towards the eight
years of service it takes to become vested. It Is this last part | find most
difficult to accept.

Please understand that | am aware that there are rules and regulations
that the TRS representatives are using to make this determination. This
however does sot stop me from believing that three years spent In an
Alaska Public School should count towards the twenty that are required
for retirement and towards the eight required for vesting. The issue of '
having to buy them at the outside service rate also seems unfair but would
be tolerable if they applied towards the twenty or the eight. Do you feel
that this is fair? | feel that this is a very small oversight affecting very
few people in a system that in general does an outstanding jobh In Its
fairness and accuracy to its" members. It Is an oversight because here is a
group of Alaska teachers who have not been accommodated or rewarded
for their service.

What can you do to help me? What can I do? Any help will be greatly
appreciated. Your Interest In and empathy to our situation will give us
hope. Enclosed you will find copies of the related correspondence - have
received from the TRS to facilitate yntir speedy understanding of the
situation. Thank you in advance.

Sincerely,

Frederick W. Esposito, Assistant Principal
Soldotna High School

425 W. Marydale Ave.

Soldotna, Alaska 996609

262-7411
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PLEASE REPLY TO:

O P.O.BOX CR Cj 701 EAST TUDOR ROAD, SUITE 240 STEVE COWPER’ GOVERNOR

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0203 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503-7445
PHONE; (907)465-4460 PHONCc: (907) 563-5885

Pt - April 20, 1990

Vi Frederice Egiy
sgldoiﬁgeﬂzgkh S0l

é%?do tna, A a9866§/e
TRS: 04140492
Dear Mr. Esposito:
Your frustraHon rega[d|

District 1n Chevak, ‘Alask
this case.

Ig(falpsrg ?rs that you are cIa|m|Fg cannot be trefited a5 Bureau of Indﬁin
ndian Reor

8 it ahough Tave 10 e

BP,/A SeIVICe since Fhe ashtinamuit School District was under t
nization Act from Ju through June 30, 1985, and not
operated b eBIA Accor |n%to Teac I's Retifement System statute,
service for the Kashunamuit ooI must be treated as Alaska private school
service and claimed as Qutside Service.

You have %Ia|med thaﬁ]the May 6, 1986 letter from Beverl \M Ree}qes stated. that
Zou coud uy In the ree ears as BIAserwce In reviewin eIetter it
nPearst at Vs eevesw33|m ly notif ymg ou of our Intented Ness
RAOE{ntpus Interest for the "outside service and/or BIA service”. .

BeVES 1S.an accountant and as such, oes not ma ehthe determin-
at|onso service Hah cai]on Sh%also recommenced t %t ou contact
Caramel Walder, the Anchorage office supervisor, If you had any questions.

Since the TRS |TWS are very clear on this issue, it @ IﬁJears that the onIy
reme }/avanil POT 1S throuigh statutor rewsd | sugoest t gtyou
contac your local legislative representatives and discuss any remedy ‘with

*m0, Ptsaag include Your Social Security Number In All Correspondence 4 Requests Concerning Your Benalits.



Mr. Frederick Esposito
April 20,1990
Pdge

| can certajnly sympathjze with your circumstance, and wish you well in
seeking a legislative solution. Sincerely \

’ sally Srefh

Iréctor
SS/ksl



Story Iine for reference In support of HB266
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oversight was through legislation which she encouraged me to co.

Currﬁntl hhere are 1 telac ers in Alaska that | know would qualify to
Purc ase these years snould the _|6HIS \%}rl]oq] pass. .| strong}g encogLa%e yPu
0 consider rec @Img this sityation wnich “penalizes a “few  Alaskans “for
service In our rural Alaskan schools.

Frederick William _Esposito
Actﬁ/?ty Director, Sof otna High School
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Su© Skiman-Jones
1325 Mendenhall Penn. Rd.
Juneau, AK ¢ Qo:

April 21.1991

Mr. Navarre,
Please support HB. 266.

| am writing to express my concern for the passage of this hill. Since I am
directly affected by the outcome of this hill, I strongly urge you to also

support this hill. o o _
| taught in Chevak (Kashunimuit School District), from 1982-1984, At this

time it was a BIA contracted school and not involved in the Teacher
Retirement System of Alaska. . The passage of HB. 266, will very easily
correct an unjust and unfair situation fora small amount of teachers who
have taught in Alaska under a BIA contracted system.

Your interest and support in passing HB. 266 is greatly appreciated.

Sue Skiman-Jones



DO, ey 22w

April 21, 1991

Mr. Navarre,

| am writing to express my concern and support for HB. 266. As | am
directly effected by the outcome of this bill. T strongly urge you to also
support this bill. For the past 4years, | have been baying in my three
teaching years from a B.IA. contracted school. | taught in Chevak
(Kashunimuit School District), from 1982-1985 and was under the
Impression from the Teacher Retirement System, that it was instate |
%P%rrbeence and will count toward years for retirement. Now | find out this is

The passage of HB, 266, will very easily correct an unjust and unfair
situation for a small amount of teacherS who have taught in Alaska under a

BIA contracted system.
Your interest and support in passing HB. 266 is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Lisa Oberle



) Co-Chair
A laska State Legislature House Finance Committee

; ; P.0. Box V
Representative Mike Navarre Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 465-3779

SPONSOR STATEMENT
April 21,1991

10 Pﬁ@é?é?é‘ﬁ%é‘theeP&teoCrSﬁQﬁ a mcoria"dcl)ognan Egtsjsec ?-[E@gt%ommntee

SUBr]ECT House Bill 2356, An Act relating to Bureau of Indian Affairs contract
employment.

House Bl 200, Actieleting 1 he Be“éﬁ?g o rdian Aftars CO”,foCt [ Burea
0%8}/ H’f ﬁa‘ﬁl ers Wflonca ers ecI|ve epn(% Eﬂ] Was
ﬁmovmg rom VI L#]catonalo art nt| aska sn eareas of
state fetmore co ort It nown an WI

reRIac men or anizat '(? nre ONSe, con ac Ol?ﬁ

SC oo oar nt|nue td 0 dnerate ora tr] ?tlme eem o ees of the BIA
con tract 8 we[e not Incorporated | ero% Ver o th% state retirement
stem. allo oximately ten to teachers to pay Intq and use

| a e
tencontract R’yearsvaorF\]Pestmg purpo sesmth eIneac er etng ent System.
Iha enc sum ofa gncaql BIAconéractsnuatmn resented %one of
ER ecte Tg leve that.the enclosed summary pre ty succinctfy states
e|nequmeso t eB contract emma
The fiscal impact of HB 266 is so minimal that we are expecting a zero fiscal note.

Contact person for HB 2661s Tom Ackerly at 3779 in Capital 515.

DISTRICT 5
34824 K-Beach Hoacl =Soldolna, Alaska 99669 = (907) 262-7842
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
148 Worth Binkley Street « Soldotna, AK 99669 « Phone 907/262-5846 < Fax 907/262-9645

Aol 22, 1091
Representative Mike Navarre
Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Navarre,

R

or three years in C e 1t was a BIA contra
o dh i

Your It to correct hIS Inequity In the system Is great
appreciated.
Sincerely,
Q C
cTQ/vvel.  "Ca T

%aggla gcse?\(/)lsclt% Teacher
Kp a) Penmsu% Borough School District

Ikl
So dotna A? ska 99669
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Soldotna High School

Ken Mepgbamy
425 W. Marydale Ave. Fmﬂ}]

Soldotna. AK 99669
(907)262;7411 |
FAX (907)262-4288 DadecCard
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KenaiPeninsulaBoroughSchoolD istrict

April 22, 1991
Eepresentative Mike Navarre
ox V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Navarre,

| would like,to thank P{O% for submlttln HB 266 j0 tge Ieglsl?ture or

assa his 1s a bill t iatl Cts m seI and my°wie as we

H or three years In C a Alaska. wh|I 1A con J%:t

There 1s°no reason |s Sery ce hou not e cove[< 5y

eac rs Rﬁtlrement stem. gse S oos Were PUb ic Alaskan chﬂols
subjec to the same ¢ rlc u ew g (? UFtIOH requirements as_any othe

Yf ﬁust \er ndeg era overn ent. According”to Jim

retire o ract ﬁlcer vvhog s V\X\]/ hese contra schﬂols

ooI IC

eg Were o H Metert th g BIA. day sc are coverefl by the
appreuae orts to correct this inequity In e system is' greatly

Sincerely,

Frederick W ESP SIt0

Vocanonal Coordinator

Sgah P(mwsug Borough School District
ot AHsks 90669



Don Oberg, President

Claudia Douglas

Vice President
P O. Box 74837
Fairbanks. AK 99707
Judy Salo

NEA Director
4510 Kenaitzc Court
Kenai. AK 99611
Paul Jarvi

Region 1Director
P.O. Box 5876
Ketchikan. AK 99901
Dcedie Sorensen

Region 1Director
6903 Sunny Dr.
Juneau. AK 99801
Bruce Garrett

Region U Director
1218 Malutin Lane
Kodiak. AK 99615
DcWayne Craig

Region Il Director
406 S. Forest Dr. "3-A
Kenai. AK 99611
Kathy Gross

Region IV Director
P.O. Box 1652
Bethel. AK 99559
Marilyn Rosene

Region IV Director
Box 1170
Dillingham. AK 99576
Susan Annis

Region V Director
1633 Klvallna Street
Fairbanks. AK 99709
Mary Lou Brent

Region V Director
Box 80074
Fairbanks. AK 99708
Gayle Harbo

Region V Director
Box 80522
College. AK 99708
Don Hadley

Region VI Director
3259 Wesleyan Dr.
Anchorage. AK 99508
Richard Kronbcrg

Region VI Director
3511 Chinlak Bay Dr.
Anchorage. AK 99515
Pam McCarl

Region VI Director
2116 Sorbus Way
Anchorage. AK 99508
Kathi McCord

Region VI Director
1601 Hidden Lane
Anchorage. AK 99501
Leslie Vandergaw

Region VI Director
P.O. Box 91236
Anchorage. AK 99509
Sandy Pevan

Region VII Director
Box 871256
Wasilla. AK 99687
Carolyn Tolson

Region VII Director
Box 873933
Wasilla. AK 99687
Hank Harrison

Region R Director
Box 110325 S. Station
Anchorage. AK 99511

NEA-ALASKA

>>- AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE JUNEAU OFFICE FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
1411 W. 33RD AVENUE 105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302 2118 CUSHMAN STREET
ANCHORAGE ALASKA 99503 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701
& J 0536 907) 586-3090 (907) 456-4435
FAX: (907) 274-0551 FAX: (907) 586-2744 FAX:(907) 456-2159

April 2, 1901
Reps. Georglanna Lincoln and Pat Carney, Co-Chairs, and
Members of House HESS
Don Oberg

HB 266: An Act mcludm%service_in a Bureau of Indian Affairs contract school

as BIA service in the teachers' retirement system.
etcaug mati Warp
10N, * 1T COVEYS Tnose

ge|s %w g%cts only a snéall c@ mbgrS ?}‘C\e%? EAQ@
R oon rac Schoo mg A2 Inefin period

EMpIoyees Wno WO or d

CIearIy the service of that teacher was as yalid under the contracted schogl as it was

nder or the newly formed district and they should not be penalized for a system
chaige Aeyondteer\(lz trol y shou penaliz y

yélg}/lgget you Ito correct this inequity and to vote in favor of passage of HB 2%



rOUSE COMMITTEE REPOT”

ga)\te Referred: April 10, 191 FURTHER REFERRALS: StateFAffairs
Date of Committee Action: manc\gw
The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 266
HOUSE BILL NO. 266 BIA CONTRACT SCHOOL EMPLOYMENT

"An Act including service In a Bureau of Indian Affairs contract school as BIA service in the teachers’
retirement system.”

RECOMMENDATIONS: [ ] the same title
be replaced with J. Janew title

[ ] have attached amendments(s)

IX] do pass

[ ] do nor. pass
[ ] no recommendations
[ ] individual recommendations

[ | additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS: letter of Intent
ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(5): 7 APPROVES PREVIOUS: Dej/Doie)

[]f|scall|mpact fetife, nos: (205 /ST []flscallnote(s)
[X] zero fiscal note. P.0.6. v/zstal [ ] zero fiscal note(s)



FISCAL NOTE
BILLNO.  HB 266

STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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Component:  Retirement and Banefits

i COVPOENTERALND, 64
Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dallars)

VENT Z
TR CPERATING 0 z
CAPITAL 0 0 0
REVENUE 0 0 0

NG (Thousands of dollars)
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Estirmate of current year impact; 80
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STATE OF ALASKA BILINO. hb 266
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision D ate: Department Affected: Education
Title: Including Service in a Bureau BRU:
nf fndian Affairs contract. School Component:

Sponsor: Navarrp__
Requestor: HESS COMPONENT SERIAL NO. |

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 2 FY 93 FY A FY®%s | FY% FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND &STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS .
MISCELLANEQOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL - 5 -0- -0- -0- -0-
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY 1

Estimate of current year impact: None

Prepared By: Mary Hakala /; A/ Phone-

Division: Commissioner's U ftice/fr- Date. ' 4/25/91
Approved by Commissioner: Statfe. Hole. Acting Commissioner

Agency: Education I Date; 4125191

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB. & Impacted Agency(ies).





