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MOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
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[Sate Referred: January 21, 1991 FURTHER REFERRALS? Judiciary
Finance

Date of Committee Action: . -13151

The HEALTH. EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 18

HOUSE BILL NO. 18 MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPISTS

"An Act regulating the practice of marital and family therapy; amending
Alaska Rule of Evidence 504(a)(3); and providing for an effective

date."
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be replaced with 111& 1% ( ) a new title
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[ ] individual recommendations
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ADOPTS: letter of Intent
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[Miscal impact OomrfVLhQiA ? toAOtnVe. . [ ] fiscal note(s)

( ] zero fiscal note [ ] zero fiscal note(s)
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 18
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: Department Affected: Commerce & Economic Dev.
Title; Regulating the practice of BRU: Occupational Licensing
marital and family therapy; . . .. Component:  Administration
Sponsor: Reps. Gruenberg and Carney
Requestor: House HESS COMPONENT SERIAL NO.
Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY @ FY 33 FY A FY % FY 90 FY 97
PERSONAL SERVICES 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6
TRAVEL 19.7 16.5 11.6 11.6 11.6 11.6
CONTRACTUAL 10.7 10.7 10.7 10.7 10.7 10.7
SUPPLIES 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 Q
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 35.0 31.8 26.9 26.9 ..269. 26.9
CAPITAL o
REVENUE 12.0 0 12.0 1 0 1 120 0
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 23.0 31.8 14.9 26.9 14.9 26.9
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER GF/PR 12.0 0 12.0 0 12.0 0
TOTAL 35.0 31.8 26.9 26.9 26.9 26.9
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 n n
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 c
Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page ifnecessary.) HB 18 establishes a five-member Board of
Marital and Family Therapy to establish examination, training and education require—
ments for entry into the profession, and to issue licenses to qualified individuals.
Information on file indicates there are approximately 40 practitioners who would be
affected by this legislation upon passage.

Prepared By: Jennifer Strickler. Administrative Officer Phone: 465-?144
Division: Occupational LicensimgCX~ _ Date: February 1. 1991
Glern A. 204 dsAAL AL A -

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department of Commerce & Economic Development nate: February 1. 1991

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance. Legislative Sponsor. Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).
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CONTINUATION OF FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS - HB 18

This fiscal note represents the cost of licensing marital and family therapists with
a five-member board and an estimate of 40 practitioners who would seek and qualify
for licensure. Costsof theprogram areprojected based on the number oflicensees
and mandates 1in thebill. Therefore, costsassociated with the marital and family
therapy licensing program are projected as follows:

Personal Services: $ 3.6
To provide administrative staff support.
Travel: $ 19.7

In FY 92, this funding will provide for four
face-to-face meetings, two in Anchorage and two in
Juneau, assuming two members are from the Anchorage
area, two from Juneau, one from Fairbanks; and three
division staff (Director, Licensing Examiner, and
Regulations Specialist) to attend each meeting.

In FY 93, funding provides for three board meetings
and travel to administer the licensing examination in
various locations throughout the State. ($16.5)

In *Y 94 forward, the licensing program will have
been in operation for two years, and therefore,
require fewer meetings to conduct its business. The
number of board meetings is reduced to two meetings
each year. This funding also provides for travel to
administer the licensing examination in various
locations. ($11.6)

Contractual: $ 10.7

This funding provides for printing, advertising,
postage and communication costs.

Supplies: $ 1.0
Funding will provide standard office supplies.

Grand Total: $ 35.0

8843D-2
Page 2 of 3



REVENUE:

The revenues are based on 40 practitioners paying a licensing fee of $150 per year.
Because licenses are issued on a biennial cycle, revenues are doubled every other
year. As indicated, 40 practitioners will not support a licensing program with a
five-member board unless licensees are willing to pay incredibly high annual licensing
fees. As an alternative, the licensing program may have to be supplemented by general
funds or fees from other licensing areas.

AS 08.01.065(c), Fees established by regulation provide that the "department may
establish a fee that is less than the cost of the activity for which the fee is
charged if the department determines that it is not reasonable to impose the full cost
of the activity on the applicant or licensee."

88430-3
Page 3 of 3
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STATE OF ALASKA BILLNO. M 18

1901 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R.eViSion Date: February 6, 19S1 DepartmentAffeCted: Commerce & Economic Dvlp.
Title: Regulating the practice of BRU: Occupational Licensing

marital and family therapy;.... Component: Administration

SpOﬂSOf: Reps. Gruenberg and Camey

Requestor; ~ House HESS COMPONENT SERIAL NO.
Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY A FY % FY %6 FY 97
PERSONAL SERVICES 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6
TRAVEL 19.7 165 11.6 11.6 11.6 11.6
CONTRACTUAL 10.7 10.7 10.7 10.7 10.7 10.7
SUPPLIES 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 | O 0
LAND & STRUCTURES B
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEQOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 35.0 31.8 269 2.9 269 26.9

| CAPITAL 1 o 0 0 10 1 0 0
| REVENUE I 240 0 1240 1 P 1240 1 o
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 11.0 31.8 29 26.9 2.9 26.9
FEDERAL FUNDS ®0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER GF/PR 24.0 0 24.0 0 240 0
TOTAL 350 318 26.9 26.9 26.9 26.9
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact:  None
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) He 18 establishes a five-member Board of

Marital and Family Therapy to establish examination, training and education require—
ments for entry into the profession, and to issue licenses to qualified individuals.
Information on file indicates there are approximately 40 practitioners who would be

affected by this legislation upon passage.

Prepared By Barbara Gabier, Licensing_Supervisor Phone: 465-3262
Division: Occupational Licensing , Dat0; February 6, 1991

Approved by Commissioner:  .-Glenn A.._01ds.

Agency: Department of Commerce & Economic Development oa(O, February 6, 1991

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance. Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).
Rev 10/90 Page * of 8



CONTINUATION OF FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS - HB 18

This fiscal note represents the cost of licensing marital and family therapists with
a five-member board and an estimate of 40 practitioners who would seek and qualify
for licensure. Costsof theprogram areprojected based on the number oflicensees
and mandates in thebill.Therefore, costs associated with the marital and family
therapy licensing program are projected as follows:

Personal Services: $ 3.6
To provide administrative staff support.
Travel: $ 19.7

In FY 92, this funding will provide for four
face-to-face meetings, two in Anchorage and two in
Juneau, assuming two members are from the Anchorage
area, two from Juneau, one from Fairbanks; and three
division staff (Director, Licensing Examiner, and
Regulations Specialist) to attend each meeting.

In FY 93, funding provides for three board meetings
and travel to administer the licensing examination in
various locations throughout the State. (Si6.5)

In FY 94 forward, the licensing program will have
been in operatior for two years, and therefore,
require fewer meetings to conduct its business. The
number of board Meetings is reduced to two meetings
each year. This funding also provides for travel to
administer the licensing examination in various
locations. ($11.6)

Contractual: $ 10.7

This funding provides for printing, advertising,
.postage and communication costs.

Supplies: $ 1.0
Funding will provide standard office supplies.

Grand Total: $ 35.0

8843D-2
Page 2 of 3



REVENUE:

The revenues are based on 40 practitioners paying a licensing fee of $300 per year.
Because licenses are Issued on a biennial cycle, revenues are doubled every other
year. As Indicated, 40 practitioners will not support a licensing program with a
five-member board unless licensees are willing to pay Incredibly high annual licensing
fees. As an alternative, the licensing program may have to be supplemented by general
funds or fees from other licensing areas.

AS 08.01.065(c), Fees established by regulation provide that the "department may
establish a fee that Is less than the cost of the activity for which the fee is
charged If the department determines that it is not reasonable to Impose the full cost
of the activity on the applicant or licensee."

8843D-3
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 18 (HES)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors):  REPRESENTATIVES GRUENBERG, Carney

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act regulating the practice of marital and family therapy; and amending Alaska Rule

2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14

of Evidence 504(a)(3)."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:
CHAPTER 63. MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY.
ARTICLE 1 BOARD OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY.

Sec. 08.63.010. BOARD ESTABLISHED, (a) There is established the Board of Marital
and Family Therapy.

(b) The board consists of three persons licensed under this chapter and two members of
the public.

Sec. 08.63.020. BOARD APPOINTMENTS. The governor shall appoint the members

of the board subject to confirmation by thelegislature.

Sec. 08.63.030. MEETINGS. The board shall hold an annual meeting and may hold

special meetings at the call of thechairor a majority of the board members.

R CSHB 1S(HES)
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Sec. 08.63.040. REMOVAL OF BOARD MEMBERS. The governor may only remove
a member of the board for good cause.
Sec. 08.63.050. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD. The board shall

(1) establish objective examination requirements and training and education
requirements for persons who apply for a license to practice martial and family therapy;

(2) examine applicants and issue licenses to qualified applicants;

(3) establish continuing education requirements for license renewal,

(4) adopt a code of ethical practice for marital and family therapy;

(5) hold hearings and order the disciplinary sanction of a person who violates this
chapter or a regulation of the board;

(6) establish standards for supervisors and supervision under this chapter,

(7) report annually to the governor and the department on the board’s proceedings
each year; the report must include the number of licensure applicants, thenumber of
examinations conducted, the failure rate for each examination, a financialreport, andother
information requested by the department;

(8) enforce the provisions of this chapter and adopt regulations necessary to cany

out its duties under this chapter.

Sec. 08.63.060. PROCEDURES. The Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62) applies
to regulations and proceedings under this chapter.
ARTICLE 2. MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY LICENSES.
Sec. 08.63.100. QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE TO PRACTICE, (a) The board
shall issue a license to practice marital and family therapy to a person who
(1) applies on a form provided by the board;
(2) pays the fee established under AS 08.01.065;
(3) furnishes evidence satisfactory to the board that the person
(A) has not engaged in conduct that is a ground for imposing disciplinary
sanctions under AS 08.63.210;
(B) holds a master’s degree or doctorate in marital and family therapy,
another mental health field, or the equivalent, from an accredited educational institution
approved by the board for which the person completed a course of study that included

instruction substantially equivalent to the following:

CSHB 1BOIES) 2.
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(i) courses in marital and family therapy;
(if) courses in marital and family studies;
(iii) courses in human development;
(iv) acourse in professional studies or professional ethics and law;
(v) a course in research; and
(vi) one year of supervised clinical practice in marital and family
therapy;
(C) after receiving a degree described in (B) of this paragraph, has
(i) practiced marital and family therapy within three years of the
person’s application, including1,500 hours of direct clinical contact with couples
and families; and
(ii) been supervised in the clinical contact for at least 200 hours,
including 100 hours of individual supervision and 100 hours of group supervision
approved by the board; and
(D) has passed a written or oral examination administered by the board.
(b) Under regulations adopted by the board, a person who holds a master’s or doctorate
degree in marital and family therapy, another mental health field, or its equivalent, from an
educational institution approved by the board, but whose course of degree study did not include
all the courses or clinical practice requirements set out in (a)(3)(B) of this section may substitute
post-degree courses or practice, as approved by the board, to satisfy the requirements of (a)(3)(B)
of this section. As provided in this subsection, "mental health field" includes psychiatry,
psychology, clinical social work, and pastoral counseling.
(c) An applicant who fails an examination given under this section may not retake the
examination for a period of six months from the date of the examination that the applicant failed.
(d) A license issued under this section shall be renewed biennially by the applicant on
a date set by the department and approved by the board. It shall be renewed by payment of the
fee established under AS 08.01.065 and by satisfaction of the continuing education requirements
established by the board for the renewal of licenses issued under this section.
Sec. 08.63.110. LICENSE FOR SUPERVISED PRACTICE, (a) The board shall issue
a four-year license for the supervised practice of marital and family therapy to a person who

meets the requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(1), (2), and (3)(A) - (B).

3 CSHB I8(HES)
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(b) A licensee under this section may practice only
(1) under the direct supervision of a supervisor approved by the board under
AS 08.63.120; and
(2) in a clinic, social service agency, or other setting approved by the board.

(c) A license for supervised practice expires four years from the date of issuance and
may not be renewed.

(d) A licensee under this section shall submit to the board for its approval a proposed
plan for satisfying the supervision requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(3)(C).

(e) A licensee under this section shall use the tide "marital therapy associate,” "family
therapy associate,” or other tide that is approved by the board.

(f) The board shall revoke a license for supervised practice if the person fails the
examination required under AS 08.63.100 two or more times.

Sec. 08.63.120. AUTHORIZED SUPERVISORS, (a) A person may not supervise a
person under this chapter unless approved by the board to be a supervisor.

(b) A person who supervises a licensee under this section must

(1) have practiced marital and family therapy for five years;

(2) be licensed under this chapter; and

(3) meet the minimum standards established by the board for approved
supervisors.

Sec. 08.63.130. TEMPORARY LICENSE FOR THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND
FAMILY THERAPY, (a) The board shall issue a temporary license for the practice of marital
and family therapy to an applicant who satisfies the requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(1), (2) and
(3)(A), (B), and (C) and has been approved by the board to take the marital and family therapy
examination.

(b) A person may practice under a temporary license until the board issues the results
of the first marital and family therapy examination given after issuance of the person’s temporary
license and either issues or denies a license under AS 08.63.100 to the person.

(c) If a licensee under this section fails the marital and family therapy examination, the
board may not renew the person’s temporary license.

Sec. 08.63.140. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall issue a license to
practice marital and family therapy to a person who

A-
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(1) is licensed or certified for the practice of marital and family therapy in another
state that has requirements for the license or certificate that are substantially equal to or greater
than, the requirements of this state; and

(2) meets the requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(1), (2), and (3)(A).

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.63.200. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATION, (a) A person licensed
under this chapter may not reveal to another person a communication made to the licensee by
a client about a matter concerning which the client has employed the licensee in a professional
capacity. This section does not apply to

(1) a case conference or case consultation with other mental health professionals
at which the patient is not identified,;
(2) the release of information that the client in writing authorized the licensee to

reveal;
(3) information released to the board as pan of a disciplinary or other proceeding;

or
(4) situations where the rules of evidence applicable to the psychotherapist-patient
privilege allow the release of the information.
(b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, a person licensed under this chapter shall report
incidents of child abuse or neglect as required by AS 47.17.
(c) Information obtained by the board under (a)(3) of this section is confidential and is
not a public record for purposes of AS 09.25.110 - 09.25.140.
Sec. 08.63.210. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS.
After a hearing, the board may impose a disciplinary sanction under AS 08.01.075 on a person
licensed under this chapter when the board finds that the person
(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation;
(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation in the course of
providing professional services or engaging in professional activities;
(3) advertised professional services in a false or misleading manner,
(4) has been convicted of a felony or of another crime that affects the person’s

ability to practice competently and safely;

(5) failed to comply with a provision of this chapter or a regulation adopted under

5 CSHB 18(IIES)
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this chapter, or an order of the board,;
(6) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to
(A) professional incompetence;
(B) addiction or severe dependency on alcohol or another drug that impairs
the person’s ability to practice safely;

(7) engaged in unethical conduct in connection with the delivery of professional
services to clients.

Sec. 08.63.220. LICENSE REQUIRED IF DESIGNATION USED. A person who is not
licensed under this chapter or whose license is suspended or revoked, or whose license has
lapsed, who knowingly uses in connection with the person’s name the words or letters
"L.M.F.T.,” "L.M.F.C.,” "Licensed Marital and Family Therapist,” "Licensed Marriage and
Family Counselor,” or other letters, words, or insignia indicating or implying that the person is
licensed as a marital and family therapist in this state or who in any way, orally or in writing,
directly or by implication, knowingly holds out as being licensed as a marital and family therapist
in this state is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.

Sec. 08.63.900. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter, unless the context indicates otherwise,

(1) "advertise™ includes issuing or causing to be distributed a card, sign or device
to a person, or causing, permitting, or allowing a sign or marking on or in a building or structure.
or in a newspaper, magazine, or directory, or on radio or television, or using other means
designed to secure public attention;

(2) "board" means the Board of Marital and Family Therapy;

(3) "course" means a class of at least three credit hours in a graduate program at
an accredited educational institution or an institution approved by the board;

(4) "department" means the Department of Commerce and Economic
Development:

(5) "practice of marital and family therapy” means the diagnosis and treatment
of mental and emotional disorders that are referenced in the standard diagnostic nomenclature for
marital and family therapy, whether cognitive, affective, or behavioral, within the context of
human relationships, particularly marital and family systems; marital and family therapy involves

(A) the professional application of assessments and treatments of

psychotherapeutic services to individuals, couples, and families for the purpose of treating

CSHB 18(HES) -
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1 the diagnosed emotional and mental disorders;

2 (B) an applied understanding of the dynamics of marital and family

3 interactions, along with the application of psychotherapeutic and counseling techniques

4 for the purpose of resolving intrapersonal and interpersonal conflict and changing

5 perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors in the area of human relationships and family life;

6 (6) "supervision" means face-to-face consultation, direction, review,evaluation,

7 and assessment of the practice of the person being supervised, including direct observation and

8 the review of case presentations, audio tapes, and video tapes.

O  *sec. 2. AS 08.01.010 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
10 (33) Board of Marital and Family Therapy (AS 08.63.010).
11 *Sec. 3. AS 08.02.010(a) is amended to read:
12 (a) An acupuncturist licensed under AS 08.06, an audiologist licensed under AS 08.11,
13 a person licensed in the state as a chiropractor under AS 08.20, a dentist under AS 08.36, a
14 marital and family therapist licensed under AS 08.63, a medical practitioner or osteopath
15 under AS 08.64, a registered nurse under AS 08.68, an optometrist under AS 08.72. a registered
16 pharmacist under AS 08.80, a physical therapist or occupational therapist licensed under AS 08.-
17 84, a psychologist under AS 08.86, or a clinical social worker licensed under AS 08.95, shall use
18 as professional identification appropriate letters or a title after tha. person’s name which repre-
19 sents that person’s specific field of practice. The letters or title shall appear on all signs,
20 stationery, or other advertising inwhich the person offers or displays personal professional
21 services to the public. In addition, a person engaged in the practice of medicine or osteopathy
22 under AS 08.64.380 or a person engaged in any manner in the healing arts who diagnoses, treats,
23 tests, or counsels other persons in relation to human health or disease and uses the letters "M.D."
24 or the title "doctor" or "physician” or another title that tends to show that the person is willing
25 or qualified to diagnose, treat, test, or counsel another person, shall clarify the letters or title by
26 adding the appropriate specialist designation, if any, such as "dermatologist”, "radiologist"”,
27 "audiologist”, "naturopath”, or the like.

28 * Sec. 4. AS 08.03.010(c) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

29 (25) Board of Marital and Family Therapy (AS 08.63.010) -- June30, 1994,
30 * Sec. 5. AS 44.62.330(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
3l (57) Board of Marital and Family Therapy (AS 08.63.010).

7- CSHB 18(HES)
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* Sec. 6. AS 47.17.290(13) is amended to read:

(13) "practitioner of the healing arts" includes chiropractors, mental health
counselors, dental hygienists, dentists, health aides, nurses, nurse practitioners, occupational
therapists, occupational therapy assistants, optometrists, osteopaths, naturopaths, physical thera-
pists, physical therapy assistants, physicians, physician’s assistants, psychiatrists, psychologists,
psychological associates, audiologists licensed under AS 08.11, hearing aid dealers licensed under
AS 08.55, marital and family therapists licensed under AS 08.63, religious healing
practitioners, acupuncturists, and surgeons;

* Sec. 7. Alaska Rule of Evidence 504(a) is amended to read:

(a) DEFINITIONS. As used in this rule:

(1) A patient is a person who consults or is examined or interviewed by a
physician or psychotherapist.

(2) A physician is a person authorized to practice medicine in any state or nation,
or reasonably believed by the patient so to be.

(3) A psychotherapist is (A) a person authorized to practice medicine in any state
or nation, or reasonably believed by the patient so to be, while engaged in the diagnosis or
treatment of a mental or emotional condition, including alcohol or drug addiction, [OR] (B) a
person licensed or certified as a psychologist or psychological examiner under the laws of any
state or nation or reasonably believed by the patient to so be, while similarly engaged, or (C) a
person licensed as a marital or family therapist under the laws of a state or nation or
reasonably believed hv the patient to so be, while similarly engaged.

(4) A communication is confidential if not intended to be disclosed to third
persons other than those present to further the interest of the patient in the consultation,
examination, or interview, or persons reasonably necessary for the transmission of the
communication, or persons who are participating in the diagnosis and treatment under the
direction of the physician or psychotherapist, including members of the patient's family.

* Sec. 8. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS, (a) In making the initial appointments of professional
members to the Board of Marital and Family Therapy, the governor shall consider a person licensed for
the purpose of AS 08.63.010, added by sec. 1 of this Act, if the person would be entitled to a license
under sec. 10 of this Act. The Board of Marital and Family Therapy shall issue a license to practice

marital and family therapy to the professional members appointed under this section.

CSHB 18(HES) 8-
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(b) A license issued under this section is subject to the same renewal requirements as a license
issued under AS 08.63.100, added by sec. 1 of this Act.
(c) The initial appointments to the board shall be staggered as provided in AS 39.05.055.

* Sec. 9. TRANSITIONAL LICENSING, (a) Notwithstanding AS 08.63.100, added by sec. 1 of
this Act, the Board of Marital and Family Therapy shall issue a license :0 practice marital and family
therapy to a person who

(1) applies for a license before July 1, 1992:
(2) satisfies the requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(1) - (3)(A), added by sec. 1 of this Act;
(3) holds a master’s or doctorate degree from an accredited educational institution either
in
(A) marital and family therapy or another mental health field as defined in
AS 08.63.100(b); or
(B) an appropriate course of study approved by the board; and
(4) has practiced marital and family therapy in the state for at least two years preceding
application.
(b) A license under this section is subject to the same renewal requirements as a license issued

under AS 08.63.100, added by sec. 1 of this Act.
(c) The Board of Marital and Family Therapy shall liberally construe the requirements of (a) of
this section for the purposes of licensing as a marital and famiiy therapy professional every person who

merits licensing by virtue of the person’s education, training, and experience in the field of marital and

family therapy.

9- CSHB 18(HES)
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Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr.

District 11
Spcnard, Upper Midtown Anchorage ©EEW
MEMORANDUM '
an - AM
DATE: January 24, 1991
TO: Representative Georgianna Lincoln

Chair, House Health, Education and Social Services
Committee

FROM: Representative Max Gruenberg

RE: Scheduling HB 18, Licensing of Marital and family
Therapists

I would like very much appreciate it if you would schedule
HB18, "The licensing of Marital and Family Therapist Bill," as
soon as it is possible.

HB 18 will protect the public by providing standards and
regulation for those who wish to become licensed marital and
family therapy practitioners in this state.

It is critical that HB 18 receive early attention in order to
prevent a disruption of services for the clients of Alaskan
marital and family therapists who will no longer qualify for
public assistance reimbursement if a marital and family
therapist licensing bill does not become law this year.

IfT you have any questions, please call me or my Legislative
assistant, Mark Handley, at 465-4968.

Thank you very much.
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Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr.
District 11
Spenard, Upper Midtown Anchorage

MEMORANDUM
DATE: January 24, 1991
SUBJECT: Analysis of HB 18, "An Act relating to the

practice of marital and family therapy and
providing for an effect date

TO: Representative Max Gruenberg

FROM: Mark Handley

Following is a sectional description of HB 18:

Sec, 1. Article 1 establishes the Board of Marital and Family
Therapy and sets out its powers and duties.

Article 2 describes the various types of licenses that can be
issued by the board and sets out the requirements that must be
met for each type of license.

Article 3 contains general provisions relating to fees,
confidentiality of communications, and imposition of
disciplinary sanctions. It also contains the basic provision
in Sec. 08.63.240 that, unless a person is licensed by the
board, the person may not hold himself of herself out to be a
licensed marital and family therapist. The bill does not
require a person to be licensed in order to practice in the
profession.

Sec. 2. Adds the new board to the list of boards in AS
08.01.010.

Sec.3. Adds licensed marital and family therapists to the
listing in AS -8.02.010.

Sec. 4. Adds the new board to the list of boards in AS
08.03.010, sunsetting it in 1994.

H B /S S ccfionaA |



Representative Max Gruenberg
January 24, 1991
Page 2

Sec. 5. Adds licensed marital and family therapists to the
definition of "health care provider* in the statutes relating
to the Medical Indemnity Corporation of Alaska (MICA).

Sec. 6. Adds the new board to the list of agencies governed
by the Administrative Procedure Act.

Sec. 7. Adds licensed marital and family therapists to the
list of persons required to report suspected child abuse.

Sec. 8. Adds communications between a patient and a marital
and family therapist to the privileged communications excluded
under Evidence rule 504(a)(3).

Sec. 9. Provides for initial appointees to the board.
Sec. 10. "Grandfather™ provision.
Sec. 11. Delays until 1992, the requirement that a person not

hold out to be a licensed marital and family therapist unless
licensed under this new board.



Alaska Association for M arriage and Family Therapy

a division of The American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy, Inc.
2550 Denali Street, Suite 905, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 {907} 272-2063

January 15, 1991

Dear Legislator

During this session, there is a bill sponsored by Representative Max Gruenberg and Senator Drue
Pearce forthe licensure of Marriage and Family therapists. The bill numbers are SB40 and HB 18.
We would like to take the opportunity at this time to inform you on the field ofMarriage and
Family Therapy and the and arguments for licensure. Included in this packet are fact sheets about
Marriage and Family Therapy and a newsletter update about both the Alaska Association for
Marriage and Family Therapy aswell as its impact on a national scope. Also included this packet
are asample of the broad base ofsupport the mental health professions and others have shown for
licensure of Marriage and Family therapists.

W e feel that consumeradvocacy and freedom ofchoice is an utmost priority, particularly in light of
the changes in Medicaid regulations that require licensed providers. Many people who are being
helped by MFTs and services paid for by Medicaid will no longerbe able to receive that help when
those regulations go into effect. Licensure can insure that no one will be left without the necessary
mental health services.

We hope you and your aides will take some time to read through the material presented. Thank
you foryourtime and consideration.

Sincerely,

cobcrt Nelson

President, A

Mercy Dennis, LA.
Randall G. Jo: s, M.A.
Co-Chair, Le; lative Affairs

President Robert W. Nelson, Rel.D. & + Pree. (. + + Secretary Sara Griffeth, M.Ed.
Treasurer Lowell Roddy, M.Ed. + ¢ Board Mar + < Board Member Philip S. Klees, Ph.D.
Board Member Richard Stenbakken, MA. + + N Jlive to Board Martin Garriaues, M.S.



THE ALASKA ASSOCIATION

FOR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAP

Y

NEWSLETTER

SPEC!/ L BULLETIN FOR STATE LEGISLATORS

This special bulletin of the Alaska Marital and Family Therapists is being distributed to all state
legislators and their staff. This is AKAMFTs way of thanking legislators for taking time to leam
more about the practice and profession of marriage and family therapy; acquainting them with the
many ways with which our profession impacts family life at both the national and state levels; and -
encouraging an atmosphere of mutual cooperation and assistance between AKAMFT and Alaska

legislators.

AKAMFT and its members welcome future opportunities to provide assistance and information to
legislators and staff in their efforts to i

Rand 1. G. Jones, M.A.
Co-Chair, Legislative Affairs

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:

Since the early 1980’s, the Alaska Association for Marriage and Family Therapy has been engaged
in the process of developing legislation which would license the mental health profession of
marriage and family therapy. Founded on the beliefthat licensure is one of the most effective
recognized vehicles at the state level to protect the public, AKAMFT is committed to the
development of licensure for all health education professionals. Currently, there are six free-
standing legitimate, fully-accredited, and educationally sound mental health professions which
form the major component of mental health industry, i.e., psychology, marriage and family
therapy, mental health counseling, and clinical social work, making up the non-medical arm, while
psychiatry and psychiatric nursing form the medical branch.

The need for licensure arises out of several factors. All mental health professions, by whatever
name they call themselves "dispense strong medicine" which takes many system-psychotherapeutic
forms. The various therapeutic interventions have the power to profoundly impact the family
relationship or individual for better or for the worse at the deepest levels. It is the mandated
responsibility of the state to protect the (mental) health of Its citizens. One way the state has chosen
to protect its citizens is through the veliicle licensure. Four mental health professions to this date
are licensed by the state. They are: psychiatry, psychiatric nursing, psychology, and social work.
Unfortunately, instances where consumers have been disadvantaged or mistreated by those
claiming to be mental health professionals are well-documented. It is our strong belief that by



responsibly regulating all mental health professions by means of licensure, the state could
effectively close many existing gaps which allow those who are untrained and unqualified to
identify themselves, by the same time as those who are highly trained, competent, and ethical in
their practice. Licensure would serve to better inform the public regarding qualifications, provide
identified and state-sanctioned avenues of redress of which there are none, should violation occur
and establish minimal levels of education and supervision requirements. In addition, it is believed
that the infusion of qualified professionals will affect the supply/demand ratio by possibly lowering
or at least slowing the rise in the cost of services. The need and time is now to license marriage
and family therapists.

AN OPEN LETTER TO ALASKA LEGISLATORS

Dear Legislator:

On behalf of the members of the Alaska Division ofthe American Association for Marriage and
Family Therapy (AKAMFT), | am writing to introduce our organization and the profession it
represents. As a prelude to a fuller discourse, some highlights are listed below.

1. Marriage and Family Therapy (MFT) is a well-established profession with a
distinct body of knowledge and established code of ethics.

2. The scope ofknowledge of marriage and family therapy and its related practice
arc unique in the relationship to other allied professions.

3. Many who provide family therapy services have not obtained the requisite
training nor been introduced to the rigorous code of ethics necessary to maintain
appropriate practice standards.

Marriage and family therapists provide necessary mental heath services to individuals, children,
couples, and families. Clinical members of the American Association for Marriage and Family
Therapy (AAMFT) are well-trained professionals who subscribe to a rigorous code of ethics for
the practice of their profession. Since 1942, the AAMFT has been involved with the problems,
needs, and changing patterns of marital and family relationships. The AAMFT is a multi-
disciplinary association which has members from all mental health professions (psychiatry,
psychology, social work, nursing).

The AAMFT requires that all its members, regardless of discipline of origin, acquire specific and
rigorous training including academic work and supervised clinical experience in marriage and
family therapy. The AAMFTs membership requirements have become the standards acceptance
throughout the United States by which the independent practice of marriage and family therapy is
regulated. Currently, 20 states regulate the practice of marriage and family therapy through either
licensing or certification. The training of marriage and family therapists is overseen by AAMFTSs
commission ofaccreditation for marriage ano family therapy education. This commission has been
reoganized since 1978 by the U. S. Department of Education as the sole accrediting body for
marriage and family therapy education in the United States. In 1986, the Gearinghouse on
Licensure Enforcement and Regulation (CLEAR), an affiliate of the council of state governments
published a study which reviewed the credentialing of the behavioral science professions.
According to that study, an important criteria for determining the existence ofa profession is that
there is a well-defined body of knowledge and set ofskills which thus becomes the basis for
defining a profession’s scope of practice. In the review conducted by CLEAR, the scope of
practice and sample of current regulatory laws of social work, psychology, and marriage and
family therapy were examined. CLEAR concluded that while there was some overlap, all mental
health professions provide services such as psychotherapy, each of the professions identified
unique skills or practiced principles.



It is noteworthy that this non-biased source comprised of state regulators, believes that there is a
separate profession of marriage and family therapy. A considerable body of research suggests that
marriage and family therapy is an efficient and effective treatment alternative to traditional
approaches for a wide variety of emotional and behavioral disorders. For this and other reasons,
the federal government has recognized marriage and family therapists for some time. For many
years, marriage and family therapists have been eligible mental health providers under the Civilian
Health and Medical Program of of the Unified Services (Champus). Additionally, marriage and
family therapists are listed as one of the core mental health professions by the National Institute of
Mental Health, and under federal law (Public Service Act, PL100-6900), as one of the core mental
health professions, training programs in marriage and family therapy are eligible to receive clinical
training grants on the same basis as programs in medicine, psychology, social work, and nursing.
Thus, there is a consistent consensus among federal agencies and national committees that MFT
carries distinct status as a profession.

Unfortunately, however not all who provide family therapy services have attained the necessary
training for the practice of the profession, nor have they necessarily agreed to be bound by a code
of ethics established by their peers. Given the fact that the State of Alaska does not regulate our
profession, there exists the potential foruntrained individuals to present themselves as marriage
and family therapists. This is a source of concern for the qualified professionals and members of
the public. Since we know that psychotherapy of any kind can do damage, the public, without the
capacity to distinguish qualified professionals, remains more vulnerable to mistreatment. The lack
of regulation of the profession of MFT in Alaska may present a greater loss to the public than it
does to our professional membership, since many of our members can identify with other
professions.

A growing number of marriage and family therapists have received the most contemporary training
developed in the field. Often this training is through graduate programs in marriage and family
therapy. These mental health professionals arc prepared to offer effective treatment options to
Alaskan families, yet these professionals are neither recognized nor regulated. Trained family
therapists, although sanctioned nationally as legitimate providers in mental health services, have no
such status in Alaska. The result is that in many contexts, Alaskan do not have a real option to
select a qualified family therapist for treatment because most reimbursement systems do not
recognize unregulated providers. This denies freedom of choice for mental health services to
Alaskans who may already be disadvantaged.

We do not believe this state ofaffairs, with the public being exposed to unqualified and
unprofessional practitioners, and potentially prohibited from legitimate treatment options has been
the Governor’s nor the legislators’intent. Rather, it may be due to limited awareness of the part of
state officials regarding the professional of marriage and family therapy. In a state known to be in
the vanguard when it comes to protecting the general welfare ofits citizenry, these seems
unfortunate. As mentioned, some twenty states have now recognized the need to regulate and
recognize the profession of marriage and family therapy. Alaska sho*»M not be among the last to
do so. We strongly urge that you consider exploring with us ways t- .ddress this issue. Members
of AKMFT are available to meet with you to discuss appropriate opt . AKMFT members also
stand ready to act as consultants with regard to a wide variety of issu. relevant to families in
Alaska. We hope you find the enclosed special issue of our newsletter helpful in increasing your
knowledge of our organization.

Sincerely,

Robert Nelson, Rel.D.
President-AKAMFT



FACT SHEET

LICENSING MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPISTS

++ The Alaska Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (a division of the American Association for Marriage nrri
Family Therapy which represents over 17.000 qualified marriage and family therapists in the United States. Canada and
abraadlbelieves that licensure and regulation by the State, as the steward of the public cause, is one of the most effective
vehicles to protect the public. AKAMFT advocates the licensure bv the State of Alaska of all menta) health professions.

++ There are six distinct and fully accredited mental health professions in Alaska: medical branch (including psychiatry &
psychiatric nursing) and non-medical branch (including psychology, social work, marriage & family therapy, and mental
health counseling). The only clearly defined clinical discipline not licensed and regulated bv the State of Alaska is marriage
& family therapy.

++ Marriage.and family therapy has long been recognized bv the Federal Government as a separate and distinct mental health
disciplire . . .not simply a pan of psychiatry, psychology or social work.

++ Listed in the Sourcebook on Health Professions (published by the U.S. Dept, of Health Human Services, through
the Health Resources and Services Administration)

++ The Public Health Service Act lists marriage and family therapy as separate and distinct for receiving training tunds
through the National Institute of Mental Health.

++ The U. S. Dept of Health, Education and Welfare have designated AAMFTs Commission on Accreditation as the
sole naiional accrediting agency for graduate and post-degree educational and training programs in the field of marriage and
family therapy.

++ CHAMPUS has clearly defined marriage and family therapy and qualified Clinicall Members of AAMFT &
providers.

++ Marriage and family therapists have been providers under Medicaid for many years.

++ Alaska needs to regulate and license marriage and family therapists. 22 States currently license and reulate marriage ad
family therapists m, , and an additional 22 States have licensure legislation before them.

++ All of the mental health professions “dispense strong medicine” . . . mental health interventions profoundly impact
the individual or family at deep levels and in profound ways (for good or ill).

++ The_State of Alaska exists to serve the people of Alaska and their needs and interests. (Some marriage and family
therapists choose membership in the American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy. And, whereas Clinical
Membership in AAMFT . . . much like other clinical professionals being a part of NASW, AMA or APA . . .set high
standards for those who qualify and choose such membership, voluntary “certification” is no substitute for regulation bv
the Slate of Alaska.)

++ The.Slate of Alaska holds the only Possibiliiv_gf resporjiblv and effectively regulating all mental health professions and
IherebY_effcciiygly cl05ing many existing gaps that allow persons who are untrained and unqualified to identify themselves. .

.and.ai.the samejime enable those, who are highly winrt~*m mpflaiL.and.cihinLIn their practice.io.be Identified.a well.

++ Faced with marital or family Stress. Alaskan families are not to ocdm.uni.w ntigii-to.eyalaakK.tfie stated credentials
of-Dersons.holding themselves out as marriage and family heracists. But under such stress, thv need the help of well-
Qualifted therapists who are identified as such bv State regulation. Licensing will provide Alaskan consumers with
information about qualifications of professionals in the field, and they can then make more informed decisions based on
objective criteria administered by a public body.



++ Jfrgre-iSILSDgrial.danger in the mental Jiealth field: Persons holding themselves out to the public in misleading
wavs about their qualifications. It can be very lucritive to hang up a shingle or represent oneself as a "marriage and
family therapist” regardless of training, clinical experience or supervision in the field. It has not been the intent of
either the governorls office or the legislature to allow the Alaskan consumer to be exposed to unqualified, untrained and
unsupervised treatment. It has rather been a result of limited awareness on the part of state officials regarding the
profession of marriage and family therapy. But the result is the same.

++ The Division of..Medical Assistance of the Alaska State Department of Health and Social Services, under federal
mandate, is establishing new regulations for Medicaid in June 1991 Under the revised regulations, marriage and famly
therapists will be required to be licensed by the State of Alaska. The Division strongly supports licensing of marriage
and family therapists as a means to ensure standards of care under Medicaid. Many marriage and family therapists
presently provide therapy to Medicaid patients, maintaining AAMFT Clinical Membership and standards and carrying a
high percentage of Medicaid caseloads for many years now. Such provider services will no longer be avilable to
Alaskans. B.e_proPC>sed _licensing legislation, if passed during this First Session of th> Senevteenth Legislature and
signed.bv the Governor will ensure that these services continue uninterrupted.

++ Because the function or practice of doing marriage and family therapy is not prohibited as such under the proposed
legislation . . . other mental health therapists would continue to be able to work with couples and with families under
their own respective State-approved licensing and regulating Statutes.

++ Under the proposed legislation, however, consumers would be able to clearly identify therapists who meet the
qualifications to be a "Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist™ (LMFT) or "Licensed Marriage and Family Counselor”
(LMFC).

++ A growing number of mental health professionals have received specialized training in marriage and family therapy.
Some of those may choose to seek licensure as "LMFT or "LMFC" under the proposed legislation. A growing number
of students in training are anticipating their primary area of work will be in the field of marriage and frmeily therapy and
will be seeking licensure under this legislation.

++ Alaska has_ been in the vanguard of establishing social policy and maintaining
Earroegresswe legislation in the field of alcohol treatment and general mental health

+ + +

++ Alaska must not be ong of |ast States to establish clear-cut regulation of the
profession of marriage and family therapy.

+ + +

++ Alaskan Medicaid patients must continue to be given the opportunity to
choose marriage and family therapy as their choice 0f care.

+ + +

+1 Alaskans must be allowed the opportunity to set public standards and regulate
a clinical field that touches lives so profoundly.

+ Research u shown thet marriage and faily therapy is one of the noet effective treatment approaches fee many of the
problens facing Alaska's families: family violence, sulstance abuse, delinquency and school problerrs, chilohood and adolescent
disorders, eating disorders, and marriage and families in trouble.  (See: AReport of the Governor's Commission on Children sd
Youth. Our Grates! NaturalRgsource. Investing in the Future of Alaska's Children. January 1983).



David R. Samson M.D.
Board Certified Psychiatrist

November 21, 1990

Jim Nordlund

% Representative Johnny Ellis
3111 "C" Street, Suite 455
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Mr. Nordlund:

This letter is in support of licensing for marriage and family
therapists. I wrote a similar letter on October 20, 1989 supporting
it for last year s legislature.

As a psychiatrist, | believe that marriage and family therapists
provide specific services that are needed in our communities. |
believe it is essential that our state government assures the public
that people who claim to be marriage and family therapists do indeed
have the necessary advanced educational requirements and experiences
to provide marriage and family services. This can best be arranged
with specific licensing and re-licensing requirements.

I have worked with multiple therapists in and out of community
mental health —center settings and 1in private practice. This
includes several trained marriage and family therapists. I have
been very impressed with their continuing education efforts over the
several years that | have been working with them and think they do
an excellent job continuing their professional competence.

I urge that the state legislature pass legislation in the coming
year to insure that licensing exists for marriage and Tfamily
therapists. I wholeheartedly support this effort.



vinjleySS

515 E Dahlia
PO Box 1687
Palmer, AK 99645
907-7454813

January 5, 1990

Dear Governor and Legislators,

I strongly support the state of Alaska establishing certification
or licensing requirements at the state level for Family and
Marriage Therapists.

As Associate Administrator of Health Services at Valley Hospital,

I think the assurance licensure provides, that family and mar —
riage therapists have been properly trained, 1is essential when
referring patients and employees to their services.

It has been my observation that at the time a family or couple
are referred for therapy, they are often 1in crisis, and extremely
vulnerable to a therapists guidance and influence. An, improper—
ly trained therapist represents a threat to these at risk indi—
viduals.

Passage of state legislation, 1insuring licensure of family and
marriage therapists 1is urgently needed, and has my complete
support.

Christine Blackgoat,
Associate Administrator
of Health Service

GEN.487



GREATER WASILLA

CHAMBER OF COMMERTCE

COTTONWOOD CREEK MALL
P.0. BOX 871826
WASILLA, ALASKA 99687
(907) 376-1299

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS there have been cases of abuse and mistreatment by people
claiming to be qualified marriage and family therapists.

WHEREAS there are currently no laws regulating the practice of
marital and family therapy in the State of Alaska.

WHEREAS the public should have the right to know that practi —
tioners claiming to be marital and family therapists
have met professional standards and are qualified to
perform marital and family therapy.

WHEREAS the State of Alaska has developed regulations and licensing
requirements for other health care providers.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce
supports the concept of regulation and licensing
of practitioners of marital and family therapy,
the establishment of a board of marital and family
therapy, and the qualifications for license to
practice marital and family therapy as outlined
in House Bill - 305.

Greater Wasilla Granber of Grmee



ENEENES

1001 Noble Slreel, Suite 380 240 E. Tudor Road, Suile 240
Fairbanks, Alaska 44701 Anchorage, Alaska 44503

(107) 456-7575 (107) 561-7576

OptitoM Weight Li»"

451 E Bogard Road. Suite 102 i«07i 561-7577
Wasilla, Alaska 44687 Chemical Dependency

(407) 373-7575 (4671 56l-757h

February 13, 1989

Mercy Dennis

2550 Denali Street

suite 905

Anchorage, Alaska 395C3

Dear Mercy:

I am writing 1in support of licensing for Marriage and Family

Therapy by the State of Alaska. Alaska currently licenses and
regulates psychiatry, psychiatric nursing, clinical psychology
and psycholcgical associate, and social work. Marriage and

family therapy 1is recognized as a separate mental health
discipline by the Federal government, currently, 18 states
license and regulate marriage and family therapists with an
additional 22 states considering such legislation 1in 1989.

As a certified professional 1in the state of Alaska, I know that
licensure and ongoing regulation 1is essential to maintaining both
quality and integrity. I realize that some marriage and family
therapists choose membership in the American Association of
Marriage and Family Therapy. However, such voluntary membership
is no substitution for regulation by the state. As the
Administrator of charter North Hospital. I am gravely concerned
at the lack of regulations and requirements for licensure by
individuals performing therapy.

Best of luck in this endeavor. Please feel free to contact me
for further support on this matter.

Sinrorol \r

Kathleen M. Cror.en, CPA, MS
Administrator

KMC:rlr
2088

253)PeBar Ro chora laska 99508-2%4,
Amem ero arter eécal orporati?'(?n) farﬂmo?&allty hegflh) care facilities.



The .
e Intermission

Anchorage « Family Connection
.- e The Center for Children and Parents
Center for Families

3745 Community Park Loop, Suite 201 « Anchorage, Alaska 99508 « (907) 276-4994

April 5, 1989

Mercy Dennis
2550 Denali, Suite 905
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Mercy:

I am writing to express my support of your efforts to put in
place a licensing system for private practice marriage and

family therapists. Recent data show that more and more
mental health services are being provided by a wide variety
of practitioners with very different backgrounds. As you

know, at present in Alaska, there is no way for a consumer
to judge the difference 1in quality of care that may be
provided by these various practitioners. With a licensing
system in place, based on accepted professional standards of
certification and completion of extensive supervision
requirements, Alaskan consumers will be better assured that
they are purchasing quality mental health services.

Please let me know if | can assist you 1in this important
effort.

Si

Pe
Executive Diiector

Soulhe ntral AIaska Cntpltf

Strengthening Families Since 1972 National Commute. t
Prevention 0t Child Abuaa



3L .5ami4 CUl .n ; Ctimic
361 SO DENALI ST.. SUITE A
PALMER. ALASKA 05643

(0071 743-3327

KENNETH P FALLON Jr. MSW. ACSW. CHRISTOPHER L. DATTAN. MD
CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER PSYCHIATRIST
CHERYL F. MITCHELL M.SW. PATRICIA SANDBERG MA
CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER THERAPIST
MARY DALL M.SW. CHRISTINE CHILDERS. PmD.
CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST

December 4, 1989

Dr. Robert Nelson. President-Elect

Alaska Association -for Marriage
and Family Therapists

4502 Cassin” Drive

Anchorage. AK 99507

Dear Dr. Nelson:

| am writin this letLer in ort of the tification and/or
hcens ng aq the Alasa stat éppleve for rage and ?amlly
therap ists.
an  Alaska ftate licensed clinical social worker, | feel
strongl ha icensing of family and marriaag therapists |s

necessar to. insure that the publlc recelves the best possible
ve fb rv ices. Lleensure would go a nd toward assurn%
public that each licensed marri an amily therapist
%uatey completed the nationally stan ar |zed araduate 1 evel
ational requirements as well S several years of sugerwsed
tra|n|ng necessarv to be competent to deliver’these servi

I have worked tinselv with a ntimber uf marrlage anil f%

mil
ther ap|ss and have a ended se mlnars and cont% Ienxgperet(ljsuec tg%ﬁ

sSE with ~them. J espect level
Be |eve that thelr serV|ce %e ne ded in Alaska.

stron recommend assa f state Ie 1S Iat|on n the comin
¥ear gwcense marri ﬂg ?argd her g 1J can be o?
urther assistance in t s reqard, please con

Sincerely,

Cher%/ F. Mitchel 1
Licensed Cllnlcal Social Worker

g!
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December 11,1990
Sf?at%rSDtpgeﬁeErl?t Hoor ' ' - - |
nchorage, Alaska 99503 «  © © 1 f' . L
- «Dear SeriatorPearce " ... WRE . s

Neae &e%“ahﬁﬁ%yrtﬁ‘s%‘tf‘r{?ffn%“éé’%ﬂ é“%%”&%‘%% e ahﬁé%% fepsngbil.
reco nized zfssuch Lcensmglnsures thata e uate traln%(flgrof ssionals arelnthe field.
?ﬁ] tejemngx glvﬁesaﬁthf P(?S B aSameans top rotect the publi an fo protectthelntegrlty

'v We are also well aware that)ac oflicensure is the on g reason manylnsmnce cor’{}f) Jues
do Hotrelmburse era) |sts or theirservices. We are seein qahgzitlcue}r with Medicaid
at this time. Consequ ntY weseehcensm?fortram menta rofessionals as a
need that the State needs to address. We strongly support the licensure ofMFTSs.

Thank you. J J

Aron S. Wolf, M.D.
President, Langdon Psychiatric Corporation

AONGs



SCHOOL BOARD

Sharon Richard*
PrMtdam

Carol Stole*
Vic* Praaidant

Darryl Jordan
Clarti

Cuxn Chrtadanaon
Traaaurar

Vine* Cacay
Waltar T. Faatharty
Tharaaa Obamwyar

SO°HRINTENDGNT
+ Thoma* C. O'Rourt*

January 28, 1991

Ms. Maureen Christensen

2836 N. Circle

Anchorage, Alaska 99507

Dear Maureen:;

SCHOOL DISTRCT

4600 DeBarr Avenue
P.0. Box 196614
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6614
AREA CODE [907] 333-9561

i; Thank you for the copies of House Bill No. 81 and Senate Bill No. 40.

- We at th(f A_n,chora%e School District are very concerned tha‘ our employees,
| roper protection I the area of health care services,

well as all citizens,

ave

« and we are in full su orP of oru
proper protection In this area o

We hot%e yt%ur efforts are successful, and we look forward to seeing the final

legisla

Warren Dvorak, Man
Benefits Department

bb

ager

at Is approved.

heah

s to obtain legislation concerning the
care.



WLLIAVA \WORRALL. D >.

' 2550 Denali Street. Suite 603
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Telephone: (907) 276-1504

December 10, 1990

We urge the Alaska State Legislature to sugg)ort
licensing Tor masters level therapists as %ro 0sed by the
Alaska Association of Marriage and Family Therapists.

believe that Icensm% |s ?ne of (t: fe\%tools

availa to assure a
B?g %?CW%O seek counseh%g from thergp| sts | private

Licensing can be used to:
1

Establish a minimum set of standards for
therapists.

2. Ver|f that theraglsts have recejved adequate
Lalnlng, (g)ervmon and experience in their fields before
begin to practice.

3, Assyre that herag Ists maintain the highest level
of ethics and clinical practice

4, Provide an a(Yenue of removing therapists who fail
to meet these standar

5. Wlden the ran%e of .help available to the public
since many suranc? mpanies req re that mental health
E[o |des b state licensed before they w |II reimburse

lents for fees.
Sincerely,

William Worrall, M.D.
David Sperbeck, Ph.D.

Ann Stockman, MSW, LCSW



December 11,1990

Re resentatlve Max ruenber
. BT C igentes

C Street Fourt )
. Anchorage, Alaska 995% v
Dear Representatwe Gruenberg' %
We are very happy that you are s sorln the Marri ndFam Thera lic sm b|II
" A ou. j plll): |say stmctfn sepﬁr te entalﬁ Igh su[ e and ¥)u ehg
rec nize zfssuch Lcensmglnsurestata uate¥tra|n(\§ rofessionals are Iin.the field.
% uenty We see licensure as a means to protect the public and to protect the integrity
ofall the mental health fields.

We are alsowellaware thatrlac o flicensure is theon g [easo man}/msv z1nce corﬂ) J]IeS
do Hotrelmbursether anists for thelr serviges. We are éaeln Hehgq HCUE} with Medicaid
at this time. Consequen ¥ see Ilcensm? or frained menta essionals as a
need that the State needs to address. We strongly support thellcensu e of MFTs.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Greg McCarthy, M.D.
€)Y s



LavCHfie of

M arvin H. Clark, Jr.

P.O. Box 87-4088
Wasilla, Alaska 99687
(907) 373-0121

TO: State Legislators

FROM:

DATE: ) 110/%} |

importance of this State ensuring that Marriage and
am aware that Marriage and
in our community, yet

I wish to stress the
Family Therapists can be licensed in Alaska. |
Family Therapists provide a service that is needed
there is no assurance that people wWho say they are Marriage and Family
indeed possess the training and experience necessary to perform

Therapists
important that the State enact licensing specifically

those functions. It is
to assure adequate training and experience be required for those who practice

the profession of Marriage and Family Therapists.

Other mental health professionals have access to licensing in the State of

Marriage and Family Therapists have different background
health service,

Alaska; however,
training and experience and provide an alternative mental

therefore, they also need licensing.

Please pass a licensing law for Marriage and Family Therapists during this
1991 session of the legislature. Thank you for your attention to this matter.



MotW Atmmt ffc.O.
I%rMAI\MIfh fl
MM X HMmw, JW ACIW.
On U W ACLW.
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December 27, 1990

SenatoCr\S/tlrr el{ll% %ollns
»Anchorage, AIasL % 503
Dear Senator Collins:

%m Writing to ask for your consiceration ?fablll folicense marriage and family therapists ¢
ich Is tobe introduced in the upcoming legislative session.

| su po[tthemtento thIS ill h| IS t0 ensure ha D rso s who offer their services to

the blcasmarrla eand era 1 ts have ot equcation, tralnupﬁ rh

ex erience fo d om eten andl || dos0 ethlca At the present tire, there is no
ssurance that thi |s occusmA

f | you have questions concerning thls bill, I would be happy to try and answer them.
Sincerely,

Do aIdS arrow ACSW,
205 ron Drive
An orage Alaska 99507



The

I* Episcopal
Diocese of Alaska The Rt. Rev. George C. Harris, Bishop
Post Office Box 441 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707*0441 Telephone (907) 452-3040

March 2, 1989

The Honorable Steve Cowper
State of Alaska
Juneau AK 99802

Dear Governor Cowper:

Of the many fiscal issues facing state government at this time,
the licensing of marriage and family therapists is an issue of
significant importance for consumer protection.

Incompetent people practicing in the mental health professions
are very dangerous, and | feel the state needs to provide the
people of this state with the necessary protection to ensure
their safety and well-being. State regulation 1is important 1in
providing consumers with information about credentialed
professionals.

Currently, 18 states have licensing laws that regulate the
practice of marriage and family therapy. Twenty-two additional
states are presently considering such legislation.

Clergy 1in our parishes are on the front-line for referring
families for marriage and family therapy. They need to have
information about quality referrals. They need to know that
persons who advertise themselves as marriage and family
therapists do, in fact, have the training, experience, and
clinical supervision they clainm. The State of Alaska is the only
public agency that can provide such through licensing and
regulation, as it does in the case of clinical social workers,
psychiatrists, clinical psychologists, psychiatric nurses, etc.

I urge you to consider and enact legislation into law that will
license and regulate the field of marriage and family therapy 1in
order to protect the people of Alaska and to promote standards of

excellence across the entire field of mental health providers in
our state.

Yours in Christ,

George C. Harris

"Dictated by the bishop but signed in his absence.
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STATE OF ALASKA FISCAL NOTE BILLNO CffIBiyroft
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Rjsviiioc Dtia. Dep*In*«1 Affaled:
THie: AnArtW"totlwnflrrthBnfBudttI] BRU:
frmUvth— TTV Component:
Sponsor R»M .Qrenbgl.«ll
HMpe>toR JalL gaahtt COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 3.1.5

Expenditurea/Ravenne*: (Tboouodi Of Dollati)

OPERATING FY93 FY £4 .omL._ L__ EY.ft . .. Fy 91 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES 36 36 36 36 3,6 3.6
TRAVEL 19.7 143 116. w116 L. 16 .. 1L6
CONTRACTUAL ia7 ia7 107 ia? 10.7 . 10.7
SUPPLIES it) 1.0 LQ in . LQ 1.0
EOUTPMKNT 0i) 0.0 ao uu_ . oP 0,0
LAND 4 STRUCTURES 0.0 0,0 0.0 . ao... ,SiQ 0.0
GRANTS. CLAIMS ao 0,0 ao on _ _M,_ - ao
KITSCHIANBOUS 0.0 . 00 0.0 0,0 3 . 00
TOTALOPERATINO 35.0 31.8 26,9 202 202 . .249

ao ao ao ao 1 ao ! 0.0

\K 34.0 | 04) TA)) 00 20) 0.0
GENERAL FUND = 1L0 31.8 2.9 249 09 249
FEDERALEUNDS ao 0-0 ___ao__ ao ' 0.0 0.0
OTHER _OF/PR 2A0 ao ao 24.0 0.0

- 26.9
TOTAL 35)) SLt 249 263 26,9
posrnoNS:
FULL-TIME ao ao 0.0 ao ao 0.0
PART-TIME ao 0 ao ao ou 0.0
TEMPORARY OX) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Batimate of coneatyear impact: — X W .

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page ifneoeasary)
CSHB 1&(FIN) aatabliJbee a five-member Board ofMarital and Family Therapy to establish
examination, training and requirement* for entry Into the profeeaioc, and to inoe
licenaea to qualified:

Prepared By: _ Phone: JSSotlAL

Division: -ggreafaa Ifleredf__ jL - JsL.' ,AD M, .SUHSZ

Approved by Commisatoner: ~ fltal AW f > -
Agency rntfooattrdoDfrdoaart | —mmmmmmmmm— Dare:

Oitribtion (by pgae): Legdative Aree, Legalarf\oaﬁnr RO, OvBAIrTltHIGDIAga‘Q(ea)
Ryv 109 Pip 1,0 3.

/=m/v 3 S .o



GOXIDKIATIOV CF ASCAL. FOTS AL YRS - C3HB 11(TIB)

Thi* fiscal not* represents tha cost of licensing marital and family
therapists with a five-member board and an astimata of 40 praotitionars
who would saak and qualify for liaanaura. Costs of tha program are
projected based on the number of licensees and mandates in tha bill.
Therefore/ costs associated with tha marital and family therapy
licensing program are projected as follows:

EKRfIOKAL aggYICia $ 3.6

To provide administrative ataff support.

TBATO $19.7

In FY 93, this funding will provide for four
face-t0"-face meetings, two in Anchorage and two 1in
Juneau, assuming two members are from the Anchorage
area, two from Juneau, one from Fairbanks; and three
division staff (Director, Licensing Examiner, and
Regulations Specialist) to attend each meeting.

in FY 94, funding provides for three board meetings
and travel to administer the licensing examination in
various locations throughout the State. ($16.3)

In FY 95 forward, the licensing program will have
been in operation for two years, and therefore,

require fewer meetings to conduct its business. The
number of board meetings 1is reduced to two meetings
each year. This funding also provides for travel to

administer the licensing examination in various
locations. ($11.6)

CONTRACTUAL $ 10,7

This funding provides for printing, advertising,
postage and communication costs.

fIPPFLIBS $ 1.0

Funding will provide standard office supplies,

Grand Total: | 35.0

Pagp 2 of 3
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RAANLE

The revenues are based on 40 practitioners paying a licensing fee of

$600 for a two-year license. Because licenses are issued on a biennial
cycle, revenues are doubled every other year. As indicated, 40
practitioners will not support a licensing program with a five-member
board unless licensees are willing to pay incredibly high licensing
fees. As an alternative, the licensing program may have to be
supplemented by general funds or fees from other licensing areas.

AS 08.01.065(c), Fees established by regulation provide that the
"department may establish a fee that is less than the cost of the
activity for which the fee is charged if the department determines that
it is not reasonable to impose the full cost of the activity on the
applicant or licensee."

Pge 3 of 3



STATE CFALASKA HCALNOIE BRI vo 2dcsHe 1820 HESL

192 L S ATIVESESSION
Revision Date. Department Affected: Commerce & Economic Development
Tjde; An Act relating to professional licensing and BRU: Occupational Licensing
amending Alaska Rule of Evidence 504<a)(3);... Component:  Administration
Sponsor: Reos. Gruenberg, et al
Requestor: House HES COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8
TRAVEL 9.8 9.8 7.4 7.4 7.4 7.4
CONTRACTUAL 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9 10.9
SUPPLIES 1.0 1.0 1.0 10 1.0 1.0
EOUEPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 25.5 25.5 23.1 23.1 231 231
CAPITAL
REVENUE 51.0 46.2 46.2

GENERAL FUND

FEDERALFUNDS

otHer - GF/PR 255 255 23.1 23.1 23.1 23.1
TOTAL 255 255 23.1 23.1 23.1 23.1

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact; None,
ANALYSIS (Attach a seSJarate Par?eeslf necessar

i %atlg i ﬁ@f'veﬁawsﬁpef A
j Vi i {% Psychology

cense (l]ua ed Individua de 50 egge e Boar nd Psychological
$SOCIates Tor one year an amends
Prepared By: Jennifer Strickier i2L Phone:  465-2144
D|V|S|0n Occupational Licensing Date: 03/U/V2
Approved by Commissioner: Glenn A. Olc
gency Commerce & Economic Development B Date: s/ /-9 17

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).
Rev 10/0 Page 1 of L



QONTINUATION OF ASCAL. NDTE ANALYSIS - 2d C3HB 18(2d HE

This fiscal note represents the cost of licensing marital and family
therapists with a five-member board, and based on an estimated 40

practitioners who would seek and qualify for licensure. Program costs
are based on the number of licensees and statutory requirements 1in the
bill. The following 1is an explanation of program-related costs:
PERSONAL SERVICES $ 3.8

To provide administrative staff support.

TRAVEL $ 9.8

In FY 93, this funding will provide two

face-to-face meetings, one 1in Anchorage and one in
Juneau, assuming two members are from the Anchorage
area, two from Juneau, one from Fairbanks; and three
division staff (Director, Licensing Examiner, and
Regulations Specialist) to attend each meeting.

This funding will also provide for administration of
licensing examinations in various locations.

(This cost 1is lower than the amount shown on previous fiscal
notes as a result of changes in State per diem policies, mainly
that travellers are now entitled only to a prorated per diem on
the first and last day of travel.)

Because of the newness of the licensing program, the FY 94

funding continues to provide for two board meetings 1if needeed
and travel to administer licensing examinations.

In FY 95 forward, the licensing program will have
been in operation for two years, and therefore,

require fewer meetings to conduct 1its business. The
number of board meetings is reduced to one meeting
each year. This funding will also provide travel to

administer the licensing examination 1in various
locations. ($7.4)

C.QMIBACT.UAL $ 109

This funding provides for printing, advertising,
postage and communication costs.

SUBEL-ES $ 1.0

Funding will provide standard office supplies.

Grand Total: $ 25.5

Page 2 of 3
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Since the estimated number of practitioners are small (40 individuals),
licensing fees will be high if this program is expected to entirely fund

its activities with general fund/program receipts. The division will
work with supporters of the program to ensure licensing fees support
entire costs of this program. Licenses are 1issued for a two-year period
and therefore, revenues are shown every other year. Because of the

staggered renewal cycle of all licensing programs, costs 1incurred 1in a
non-renewal year will be covered by occupations renewing 1in that year.
Likewise, revenues generated by this program during a renewal year will
do the same for other licensing programs not renewing that year. The
main objective is to ensure that fees collected from this program is
sufficient to cover the average program costs.

AS 08.01.065(c), Fees established by regulation provide that the
"department may establish a fee that is less than the cost of the
activity for which the fee 1is charged if the department determines that
it is not reasonable to impose the full cost of the activity on the
applicant or licensee."

Pge 3 of 3



CONTINLATION G- HSCAL NOE ANALYSS - GB 40 (HBS

This fiscal note represents the cost of licensing marital and family
therapists with a five-member board and an estimate of forty (40)

practitioners who would seek and qualify for licensure. Costs of
the program are projected based on the number of licensees and
mandates in the bill. Therefore, costs associated with the marital

and family therapy licensing program are projected as follows:

Personal Services: $ 3.6
To provide administrative staff support.
Travel: $ 12.7
In FY 92, this funding will provide for two
face-to-face meetings (one in Anchorage and
one 1in Juneau), assuming two members are
from the Anchorage area, two from Juneau,
one from Fairbanks; and three division staff
(Director, Licensing Examiner, and
Regulations Specialist) to attend each
meeting; and two additional meetings to be
held by teleconference.
In FY 93, funding provides for three board
meetings (two face-to-face and one by
teleconference), and travel to administer
the licensing examination 1in various
locations throughout the State. ($12.7)
In FY 94 forward, the 1licensing program will
have been 1in operation for two years, and
therefore, require fewer meetings to conduct
its business. The number of board meetings
is reduced to two meetings each year. This
funding also provides for travel to
administer the licensing examination 1in
various locations. ($11.6)
Contractual: $ 10.7
This funding provides for printing, advertising,
postage and communication costs.
$ 1.0

Supplies:

Funding will provide standard office supplies.

Qad Total: $ 280
Page 2 of 3



FRBE\LE

The revenues are based on 40 practitioners paying a licensing fee of
$350 per year. Licenses are issued on a biennial cycle; therefore,
revenues are doubled every other year (40 x $350 x 2 = $28,000). As
indicated, a license fee of $350 per year ($700 biennial), will
support the costs of the licensing progra;n in the first year.

Based on 40 practitioners, Jlicensing fees will only be able to cover

full program costs with a five-member board every other year unless”
licensees are willing to pay incredibly high annual licensing fees.

Page 3 of 3



RAANLE

The revenues are basec on 40 practitioners paying a licensing fee of
$600 for a two-year license. Because licenses are issued on a biennial
cycle, revenues are doubled every other year. As indicated, 40
practitioners will not support a licensing program with a five-member
board unless licensees are willing to pay incredibly high Ilicensing
fees. As an alternative, the licensing program may have to be
supplemented by general funds or fees from other licensing areas.

AS 08.01.065(c), Fees established by regulation provide that the
"department may establish a fee that 1is less than the cost of the
activity for which the fee is charged if the department determines that
it is not reasonable to impose the full cost of the activity on the
applicant or licensee."

Pge 3 of 3



B State of Alaska
House Majorlty | eager xCSOSfs

Committees
House Judiciary
House Rules ® §
I—S|ouse Stgte Affairs
pecial Committee
Military and Vet Affairs Re[]‘esentatl tErg,
Legislative Council d |SNA’COR
Spenard, Upper Miotown Anchorage

P.O. Box V
JUNEAU AK 99811
(907) 465-3718
465-4968/4986
(Session)

3111 C Street. Suite 440
Anchorage. AK 99503

(907) 561-7621
M EMORANDUWM
DATE: March 8, 1992
TO: Members of the House HESS Committee
FROM: Representative Max Gruenberg /fop
RE: Support for CSHB 18 (), "The of Licensing of Marital
and Family Therapists Bill."
I would very much appreciate your support for CSHB 18(); "The

Licensing of Marital and Family Therapists Bill".

CSHB 18() will protect the public by providing standards and

regulation for those who wish to become licensed marital

family therapy practitioners 1in this state.

and

This new draft of HB 18 1is exactly the same as the version of

SB 40 which passed the legislature end was vetoed

last year,

except that the bill has being given a one year sunset date,

and the title of the bill has been broadened.

The purpose of moving this new draft is to provide a vehicle

for marital and family therapists to become

licensed
regardless of what is finally worked out regarding the
extension or merger of other behavioral science boards.

IT you have any questions, please call me or my Legislative

Assistant, Mark H?ndley, at 465-4968.

Thank you very much.

HB18 S .RMIH
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7-LS0268\P-/
Luckhaupi
3/5/92

24 CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 18(2d )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE -SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES GRUENBERG, M.A.Miller, Carney, BlDavis

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
1 "An Act relating to professional licensing and amending Alaska Rule of Evidence
2 S04(a)(3)"
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
4 *Section 1 AS (Bis amended by adding a new chapter to read

S, (BG3() BOARD APPOINTMENTS. The governor shall appoint the mermbers
of the board subject to confirmation by thelegislature.

Sec. (BG30  MEETINGS. The board shall hold an annual meeting and may hold
special meetings at the call of thechair or amajority of the board members,

5 CHAPTER @3 MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY.

6 ARTICLE 1 BOARD OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY.

7 Sec. (BG3QI0 BOARD ESTABLISHED, (3) There s established the Board of Marital
8 v Famiy Therapy.

9 (b) The board consists of three persors licensed under this chapter and two members of
D thepublc

i

1%
B3

U

i ACIHBEY )

Knw Taxc UrJ*rlinf!l IDELETED TEXT BRACKETED I
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WORK DRAFT WORK DFAFT WORK DRAFT
Sec. (BG3040 REMOVAL OF BOARD MEMBERS. The governor may only remove
a member of the board for good catse

S, (BG3CH) POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD, T board el

(1) establish objective examination requirements and training and ecucation
requirements for persons who apply for a license to practice martial and family therapy;

(2) examine applicants and issue licenses to qualified applicants;

(3) establish continuing education requirements for license renewl

(4) aoont a code of ethical practice for mantal and family therapy;

(5 hold hearings and order the disciplinary sanction of a person who violates this
chapter or a requlation of the hoerd

(6) ensure that licensees are aware of the reguirements of AS 4717(H)

(7) establish standards for stpenvisors and supervision unger this chapter;

(8 report annually to the governor and the departiment on the hoard's proceedings
each year; the report must include the number of licenstre applicants,  thenumber  of
examinations conducted, the failure rate for each examination, a financialreport,  andother
inforrmation requested! by the epartmer;

(9 enforce the provisions of this chapter and aclopt regulations necessary to carry
OUt its clties under this chapter,

Sec. (BG3030 PROCEDURES. The Administrative Procecre Act (AS 4462 applies
t0 regulations andl proceedings Unger this chapte
ARTICLE 2 MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPYLICENSES
Sec. (863100 QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE TO PRACTICE, (3) The board
shall issue a license to practice mantal and family therapy toa person who
applies on & form provided by the board;
(2 pays the fee established under AS CBOLOE
(3) fumishes evidence satisfactory to the hoard thet the person
(A) has not engaged in conduct thet s a ground for imposing disciplinary
sanctions under AS (BG3210
(B) holds a master's degree or doctorate in martal and family therapy or
allied mental health field froma regionally accredited eclucational institution approved by
the board for which the person completed a course of stucy that incluaed instruction

REBENBHNRBEBNSSRERBEBEEERBERBREB o w0 DwiN -

21CSin 18 )
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

substantially equivalent to the following:
(1) three courses or nine semester or 22quarter hours of course

work in mantal and family therapy;

(if) three courses or nine semester or Z2quarter hours of course
"ork in mantal and family studies;

(i) three courses or nine semester or Z2quarter hoursof course
work in human cevelopment;

(V) - one course or three semester or four quarter hoursof course
work in professional stucies or professionalethics and law;

(v)  one course or three semester or four quarter hoursof course
WOrK in research; and

(i) one year of supervised clinical practioe in mantal and family
therapy;

() after receiving a degree descried in (B) of this paragraph, has
() practioed marital and family therapy within three years of the
person's application, including 15Xhouis of direct clinical contact with couples
and families; ano
(if)been stpervised in the clinical contact for & least 200hours,
Including A@hours of indlividual supervision and A0Dhours of group stipervision
approved by the board|
(D) has received training related to domestic violence; and
(E) hes passed a written or oral examination administered by the board
(b) Under requlations acopted by the board, a person who holds @ mester’s or doctorate
oegree in mavital and family therapy or allied mental heatth field from a regionally accrecited
educational institution approved by the hoard, but whose course of degree study didl not include
all the courses or clinical practice requirements set out in (a)(3)(B) of this section mey substitiite
ost-Cegree courses or practioe, as approved by the board, to satisfy the requirements of (2)(3)(B)

of this section.
() An applicant who fails an examination given under this section may not retake the

examination for a period of six months from the date of the examination that the applicant failed.
(o) A license issted under this section shall be renewed hiennially by the applicant on

3 AEBEY )
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a Clate et by the cepartment and approved by the board. It shall be renewed by payment of the
fee established under AS CBQLOBband by satisfaction of the continuing eclication requirements
established fy the hoard for the renewal of licenses issuiedl under this section.
Sec. (BG3110 LICENSE FOR SUPERVISED PRACTICE, (3) The board shall issuie
a four-year license for the: supervised practice of marital and family therapy to a person who
megts the requirements of AS 086310081, (2, and (3(A -(B).
(b) Alicensee under this section mey practice only
(1) uncer the direct supervision of a supervisor approved by the board under
AS (BG314) am
(2in aclinic, social service agency, or other setting approved by the  board.
() Alicense for supervised practioe expires four years from the date of issuance and
may 1ot be renevied.
(o) A licensee under this section shall slbmit to the hoard for its approval a proposed
plan for satisfying the supervision reguirements of AS 08631000,
(&) Alicensee under this section shall use the title “marital therapy associate,” “famly
therapy associate," or other title that is approved by the hoard
(f) The board shall revoke a license for supervised practice if the person fails the
examination required under AS CBG310Dtwo or more times,
Sec. (BG31A) AUTHORIZED SUPERVISORS, (3) A person may not supervise a
person under this chapter unless approved by the board to be a stpervisor.
(b) A person who Supervises a licensee under this section must
(1) have practioed marital and family therapy for five years;
(2) be licensed under this chapter, and
(3 meet the minimum stancards established by the hoard for approved
SUPEIVISOrS,

Sec. (B6313) TEMPORARY LICENSE FOR THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND
FAMILY THERAPY, (a) The board shall issLie a temporary license for the practioe of marital
and family therapy toan applicant who satisfies the requirements of AS (B631003)(1), (2 and
(3(A), (B), and (C) and  hes been approved by the hoard to take the mantal and family therapy
examination.

(b) A person may practice under a temporary license until the hoard issues the resuts

BB ) .

now Tny.r Urdor®.lrori IDELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



REBEBNBHRBEBRRBEBBERBEEBSEBooovwoorwN -

VB ORAT VIO DT VOX DR

of the first marital and family therapy examination given after issuiance of the person's temporary
license and either issues or denies a license under AS (BG3100to the person.
() I alicensee under this section fails the merital and family therapy examination, the
board ey not renew the person's temporary license.
Sec. (863140 LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall isse a license to
practie marital and family theray to a person who
(2)is licensed or certified for the practice of marital and family therapy in another
state that has requirements for the licenseor certificate  tht aresubstantially equalto or greater
than the requirements .of this state; and
(2 meets the requirements of AS (BE3100@(D), (2, and (3)(A
ARTICLE 3 GENERAL PROVISIONS,
Sec. (BG3200 CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATION, (8) A person licensed
Under this chapter may not reveal to another persona communication  medetothe licensee by
a client about a metter conceming which theclienthasemployed  thelicensee in gprofessiondl
capacity. This section does not apply to
(1) a case conference or case consLitation with other mental health professionals
at which the patient is not identified;
(A the release of informetion that the client in writing athorized the licenses to
reved;
(3 informetion released to the hoard as pan of a disciplinary o ather proceeding;
or
(Asituations where the rules of evidence applicable to the psyenotherapist-petient
privilege allow the release of the infomr*non.
(b) Notwithstanding (g) of this section, a person licensed under this chapter shal repon
Incidents of
(Dehild abuse or neglect as reuired by AS 4717
(2 ham or assaults suffered by an elderly person or disabled adult as required
by AS 4724
() Informetion obtained by the board under (a)(3) of this section is confidential and is
nat & public record for purposes of AS (B25110-(BA14)
Sec. (BG@3210 GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS,
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After a hearing, the board may Impose a disciplinary sanction unger AS CBALO/A on a person
lioensed under this chapter when the board finds that the: person
(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation;
(Dengaged in decedt, fraud, or intentional mistepresentation in the course of
providing professional services or engaging in professional activites,
(S advertised professional services in a false or m|s|ead|ng TEEY;
(4 has been convicted of a felony or of another crime that affects the person’s
ahility to practioe competently and safely;
(5 failed to comply with a provision of this crapter or a requlation adopted unger
this chapter, or an order of the hoarc|
(6) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to
(A) professional incompetence;
(B) addction or severe dependency on alcohol or anather drug that impalrs
the person’s ability to practice safely;
(7)engaged in unethical conduct in connection with the delivery of professiona
Services to clients,

Sec. (B632ZA LICENSE REQUIRED IF DESIGNATION USED. A person whois not
licensed under this chapter or whose license is suspended or revoked, or whose license hes
lapsed, who knowingly Uses in connection with the person’s name the words or letters
"LMET." "LMFC," "Licensed Marital and Family Therapist" “Licensed Marriage an
Family Counselor," or other letters, worcs, or insignia indicating or implying that the person is
licensed as & marital and family therapist by this state or who in any way, orally or in witing,
directly or by implication, knowingly holos out as being licensed by the state & a mantal and
family therapist in this state is quilty of a class B miscemeanor,

Sec. (863900 DEFINITIONS.  In this chapter, unless the context indicates: othenwise,

(1) "acvertise™ includes issuing or causing to be distriduted a card, sign or cevice
to:a person, or causing, permitting, or allowing asign or marking anor in a bundmg or structure,
O In @ newspaper, magazine, or directory, or on radio or television, or using other means
designed to secure public attertion;

(2)"board" means the Board of Marital and Family Therapy;

(3)"course™ means a class of at least three creait hours in a gracate program at

AEFBEY ) .
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an accredited eclucational intitution or an intitutionapproved by the hoard;

@  "Oepartment’ means the Department of Commerce and Economic
Development;

B "practice of marital and family therapy" means the diagnosis and treatment
of mental and emotiondl clsorders that are referenced in the standard diagnostic nomenclature for
marital and family therapy, whether cognitive, affective, or benavioral, within the context of
hurman relationships, particularty merital and family systes; marital and family theragy involves

(A) the professional application of assessments and treatments of
pychotherapedtic services to individuals, couples, and families for the purpose of treating
the diagnosed emotional and mental disorcers;

(B) an applied understanding of the dynamics of marital andl family
Interactions, along with the application of psychatherapeutic and counseling technioues
for the purpose of resolving Intrapersonal and interpersonal confiict and changing
percentions, atfitudes, and behaviors in the area of humen relationships and family ife;

¢ "supervzaion" means faoe-to-face consultation, direction, review, evaJuation,
and assessment of the practice of the person being supervised, including direct observation and
the review of case presentations, auclio tapes, and video tapes.
*Sec. 2 AS (BQLQIOIs amended by adding a new paragraph toread:
(33 Board of Marital and Family Therapy (AS (BG3Q10)
*Sec. 3 AS (BRC10R) Is amended to read:
(8) An acupuncturist licensed unoer AS CBOG an audiologist licensed uncer AS (811,
a person licensed in the state as a chiropractor under AS (BA) a centist under AS (B3 a
marital and family therapist licensed under AS 0BG3 a medical practitioner or osteopath
Under AS 0864 a registered nurse under AS (BA3 an optometrist under AS (872 a regjistered
pharmacist under AS 0880 a physical therapist or occupational therapist licensed under AS (8-
81 a psychologist under AS (883 or aclinical social worker licensed under AS (B shall use
8 professional identification appropriate letters or a title after that person’s name which rere-
sents that person’s specific field of practice.  The letters or fitle shall appear on all signs,
stationery, or other acveussing in which the neison offers or displays personal professional
services to the public. In addition, a person engaged in the practice of megicine or osteopathy
under AS CB&433or a person engaged in any manner in the healing arts who cliagnoses, treats,
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tests, or counsels other persons in relation to hurman health or clisease and uses the letters "M.D."
or the title "doctor™ or "physician” or another title thet tends to show that the person is willing
or qualified to diagnose, treat, test, or counsel another person, shall clarify the letters or title by
adding the appropriate specialist designation, If any, such as “dermatologist”, “radiologist”
"audiologist”, "naturopeth’”, or the like.

*Sec. 4 AS 0BRQAIOCHS amended by adding a new paragraph to read

23 Board of Manital and Family Therapy (AS (BG3Q10) —Jure 3) 198

*Sec. 5 AS 44623303) is amended by aading a new paragraph to read:

(5/) Board of Marital and Family Therapy (AS CBG3Q10),

*Sc 6 AS 47172013 Is amenced to read:

(13 “practitioner of the hedling arts" includes chiropractors, mental health
counselors, dental hyglenists, dentists, health aides, nurses, nurse practitioners, occupationa
therapists, occupational therapy assistants, optometrists, osteopaths, naturopaths, physical thera-
pists, physical therapy assistants, physicians, physician's assistants, psychiatrists, psychologists,
psychological associates, audiologists licensed under AS (811, hearing aid dealers licensed under
AS (B3 marital and family therapists licensed under AS CBG3 religious healing
practitioners, acupuncturists, and surgeons;

*Sec. 7 AS 47240000) Is amended to read:

(d) The followang persons who, in the performence of their professional duties, have
reasonable caise to believe thet an eldlerly person hes suffered harm shall, not later than 24hours
after first having cause for the belief, report the ham to the Department of Health and Socia
Services:

(1) a physician or ather licensed health care providr,

(2 amental health professional as defined in AS 473091511) and including
a marital and family therapist licensed under AS (BG3

(3 aphamecs,

(@ an administrator of a nursing home, residential care or health care facility;

(5 aguardian or conservator,

(© apolice officer,

(1) avillage public safety officer.

(@ avillage health aide;

2CIB18A ) 8
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9 a  social worker,

(10 amember of the clergy

(1) a staff employee of a project funoed by the Older Alaskans Conmssmn
(12 an employee of a homemaker program or hore health aide program

(13 anemergency megical technician or a paramedic in the mobile intensive cae

progam

*Sc. 8 AS 4724110) is amended to read:

(@ The following persons who, in the performance of their professional duties, have
reasonable cause to believe that a disabled adult is a victim of assault under AS 114110
1140 2300r sexual assault under AS 1141410 1141440 and thet the disabled adult is unable
to report the crime, shall promptly report the crime to the nearest law enforcement agency:

1) a physician or other licensed health care provider,

2) amental heatth professional as defined  in AS 4730915 and including a
marital and family therapist licensed under AS (BG3

J a  pramaost

(4@ an aoministrator or employee of a nursing home, residential care, or health
care facility;

B a caretaker of the disabled aoult

(6 aguardian or conservator of the disabled! acll;

(7) apolice officer as cefined in AS 18660

(© a village public safety officer;

9 a village health aice;

(10 asocial worker,

(10) amember of the clergy;

(12) astaff employee of a program or project serving disabled aduts;

(13 alicensed foster care provider;

(14) a paid employee of a domestic violence and sexual assault program or a
Crisis intervention and prevention program as defined in AS 1866900

(15 & employee of @ homemaker program or homenealth — aideprogrant;

(16 an emergency medical technician or paramedic in themobile intensive care

program
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1 *Sec. 9 Alaska Rule of Evidence S04a) is amended to read
(2) DEFINITIONS. As used in this rule;

(1) A patient is a person who consults or s examined or interviewed by a
physician or psychotherapist

(2) A physician is a person authorized to practice medicine in any state or nation,
or reasonably believed by the petient 5o to be.

(3 A psychotherapist is (A) a person authorized to practice medicine in any state
o nation, or reasonably believed by the patient so to be, while engaged in the diagnasis or
treatment of a mental or emotional coneition, including alcohol or arug adaiction, [OR] (B) a
person licensed or certified as a psychologist or psychological examiner under the [aws of any
State or nation or reasonably believed by the petient to so be, while similarty engaged, or (C) a
person licensed as a marital or family therapist under the laws of a state or nation or
reasonably believed bv the patient to so be. while similarly engaged.

(@ A communication is confidential if not intended to be disclosed to third
persons other than those present to further the interest of the patient in the consultation,
examination, or Interview, or persons reasonably necessary for the transmission of the
communication, or persons who are participating in the: diagnosis and treatment under the
direction of the physician or psychotherapist, including members of the patient’s family.

19 *Sc 10 INITIAL APPOINTMENTS, (@ In making the initial appointments of professiona
20 memoers to the Board of Marital and Family Therapy, the governor shall consider a person licensed for
21 the purpose of AS (B63010) added by sec. Lo this Act, if the person would be entitied to a license
22 under sec. T0of this Act. The Board of Manital and Family Therapy shall issue a license to practioe
Z3 marital and family therapy to the professional members appointed Under this section.

24 (b) Alicense issued under this section is subject to the same renewal requirements & a license
2 1ssUed under AS 0B63100) aded by sec. 1of this Act

5 (©) The initial appointments to the board shall be staggered as provided In AS 0600

27 * S 10 TRANSITIONAL LICENSING, (8) Notwithstanding AS (863100 adoed by sec. Lof
28 this Act, the Board of Marital and Family Therapy shall issue a license to prac ce marital and family
29 therapy to a person who

D (1) applies for a license before July 1 1928

a (A satisfies the requirements of AS 0BG3100@(1) -(3)(A), aoded by sec. Lof this Act;
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1 (3 holds amaster's or doctorate degree from an accregited educational institution either
2N

3 (A mearital andl family therapy or another mental health field; or

4 (B) an appropriate course of stucly approved by the board; and

5 (4) has practiced marital and family therapy in the state for at least two Years preceding
6 application.

7 (0) Alicense under this section is subject to the same renewal requirements as a license issued

8 Under AS (B63100) adced hy sec. 1of this Act

9 (c) The Board of Marital and Family Therapy shall liberally construe the requirements of (g) of
10 this section for the purposes of licensing & a maital and family therapy professional every person who
11 ments licensing by virtue of the person’s ecucation, training, and experience in the field of marital and
12 family therapy.
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BILL: HB 18 SHORT TITLE: MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPISTS
NAME: CSHB 18(FIN)

TITLE: AN ACT REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY,;
AMENDING ALASKA RULE OF EVIDENCE 504(A)(3)."

SPONSOR(S> REPRESENTATIVE (S) GRUENBERG,M.A.MILLER,CARNEY,B.DAVIS

CURRENT STATUS: RETURN TO (H) HES STATUS DATE: 02/19/92
THEN RLS

HEARING:(H> HEs MAR 10 o08::30 Am

01 /1 1/91 20 <H) PREFILE RELEASED

01/21/91 20 (H> READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRAL(S)
01/21/91 20 (H) HES, JUDICIARY, FINANCE

02/19/91 261 (H) COSPONSOR(S): M.A.MILLER

02/20/91 272 <H> HES RPT CS(HES) NEW TITLE 4DP
02/20/91 ?ﬁ? (H> (DP-CARNEY,LINCOLN,M.A.MILLER,HANLEY)
02/20/91 <H) -FISCAL NOTE (DCED) 2/20/91

03/13/91 457 (H) JUD RPT CS(JUD) NEW TITLE 5DP
03/13/91 457 <H) (DP-DONLEY,GRUENBERG,MARTIN,HANLEY,
03/13/91 457 <H) . .PARNELL)

03/13/91 457 <H) -PREV FN (DCED) 2/20/91

04/17/91 828 (H) FIN RPT CS(FIN) NEW TITLE 9DP 2NR
04/13/91 829 <H> (DP-MACLEAN,NAVARRE,BOYER,KOPONEN
04/13/91 829 (H) ..JACKO,R.PHILLIPS,LARSON,ULMER,BROWN)
04/13/91 829 (H) (NR-SHARP,BARNES)

04/17/91 829 <14) -PREV FN (DCED) 2/20/91

04/17/91 <H) RULES TO CALENDAR 4/17/91

04/17/91 840 <H> READ THE SECOND TIME

04/17/91 840 (H) FIN CS ADOPTED LJNAN CONSENT

04/17/91 840 (H) AMENDMENT 1 BY BARNES

04/17/91 841 (H) AM NO 1 FAILED Y16 N20 A4
04/17/91 841 <H) ADVANCED TO THIRD RDG FLD Y26 NI13 Al
04/17/91 842 <H> ADVANCE TO THIRD READING 4/19 CALENDAR
04/19/91 877 <H) READ THE THIRD TIME CSHB 18(FIN)
04/19/91 877 (H) RETURN TO RLS COMMITTEE

04/19/91 881 (H) COSPONSOR(S): B.DAVIS

02/i 9/92 [ (H) RULES TO CALENDAR 2/19/92

02/19/92 ﬁT|§> (H) READ THE THIRD TIME CSHB 18(FIN>
02/i9/92 2343 (H) FISCAL NOTE SUBMITTED BY H.RLS CMTE
02/19/92 2343 (H> -FISCAL NOTE (DCED) 2/19/92

02/19/92 2343 <H) RETURN TO SECOND FOR AM i UNAN CONSENT
02/19/92 2343 (H) AM i BY GRUENBERG

02/19/92 2346 <H) MOTION: RETURN TO RULES

02/19/92 2346 (H) ..MOTION WITHDRAWN

02/19/92 2346 <H) RETURN TO HES COMMITTEE

AND



NAME: HCS CSSB 40<FIN)
TITLE: "AN ACT REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY AND

AMENDING ALASKA RULE OF EVIDENCE 504(A)(3).’

SPONSOR(S): SENATOR(S) PEARCE,MENARD; REPRESENTATIVE(S) GRUENBERG,M.A.MILLER
B.DAVIS

CURRENT STATUS: VETOED BY GOVERNOR STATUS DATE: 06/21/91
01/11/91 30 (s) PREFILE RELEASED

01/21/91 30 (s) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRAL(S)
01/21/91 30 (s) HES, THEN JUDICIARY, FINANCE

01/22/91 53 (s) COSPONSOR ADDED: MENARD

03/01/91 410 (s) JUD REFERRAL WAIVED

03/01/91 410 (s) Lbc REFERRAL ADDED

03/27/91 682 (s) HES RPT CS 2DP 3NR NEW TITLE
03/27/91 693 (s) FISCAL NOTE TO SB O CS PUBLISHED (DCED)
03/27/91 693 (s) LOc REFERRAL WAIVED

04/17/91 888 <s) FIN RPT CS 4DP NEW TITLE
04/17/91 888 (s) FISCAL NOTE TO CS PUBLISHED (DCED)
04/17/91 888 (s) LETTER OF INTENT WITH FIN REPORT
04/17/91 903 (s) RULES TO SUP CALENDAR 4/17/91

04/17/91 905 (s) READ THE SECOND TIME

04/17/91 905 (s) FIN CS ADOPTED UNAN CONSENT

04/17/91 905 (s) ADVANCED TO THIRD READING UNAN CONSENT
04/17/91 905 (s) READ THE THIRD TIME CSSB 40(FIN)
04/17/91 905 (s) <S> ADOPTED FIN LETTER OF INTENT
04/17/91 906 (s) PASSED Y16 N3 E- Al

04/17/91 906 (s) COURT RULE VOTE SAME AS PASSAGE
04/17/91 906 (s) ADAMS NOTICE OF RECONSIDERATION
04/19/91 936 (s) RECON TAKEN UP - IN THIRD READING
04/19/91 936 (s) PASSED ON RECONSIDERATION Y16 N3 E1
04/19/91 937 (s) COURT RULE VOTE SAME AS PASSAGE
04/19/91 938 (s) TRANSMITTED TO (H) W/LETTER OF INTENT
04/22/91 892 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRAL(S)
04/22/91 893 (H) HES, JUDICIARY, FINANCE

04/22/91 916 (H) CROSS SPONSORS(S): GRUENBERG, M.A.MILLER
05/02/91 108 (H) HES REFERRAL WAIVED

05/06/91 1153 (H) JUD REFERRAL WAIVED

05/15/91 1417 (H) FIN RPT HCS(FIN) 8op 2NR

05/15/91 1417 (H) S FIN LETTER OF INTENT WITH FIN REPORT
05/15/91 1417 (H) _PREV SEN EN (DCED) 4/17/9i

05/15/91 (H) RULES TO CALENDAR 5/16/91

05/16/91 1512 (H) READ THE SECOND TIME

05/16/91 1513 (H) FIN HCS ADOPTED UNAN CONSENT

05/16/91 1513 (H) ADVANCED TO THIRD READING UNAN CONSENT
05/16/91 1513 (H) READ THE THIRD TIME HCS CSSB 4G(FIN)
05/16/91 1514 (H) PASSED Y40 N-

05/16/91 1514 (H) COURT RULE CHANGE SAME AS PASSAGE
05/16/91 1514 (H) (H) ADOPTED S FIN LETTER OF INTENT
05/16/91 1528 (H) TRANSMITTED TO (S) AS AMENDED

05/17/91 1380 (s) ADOPTED LEGISLATIVE LETTER OF INTENT
05/17/91 1379 <S> CONCUR AM OF (H) Y14 N2 E1 A3
05/17/91 1380 (s) COURT RULE VOTE SAME AS PASSAGE
05/17/91 1558 (H) CROSS SPONSOR <S): B.DAVIS

06/19/91 1699 (s) 1:30 PM 5/30/91 TRANSMITTED TO GOVERNOR
07/09/91 1715 (s> VETOED BY GOVERNOR 6/21/91

SB Bill





