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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R ep re sen ta t iv e  P a t Carney , Co-Chair H ESS  Comm ittee
R ep re sen ta t iv e  G eo rg ianna  Lincoln, Co-Chair HESS Comm ittee

FR O M : R ep re s en ta t iv e  Mike N ava r

S U B J E C T :  H ou se  Bill 133, An Act re la t ing to the schoo l te rm . ■■

A V

P u r p p s e . p f  H P 1 3 ?  'XY*:' I ■

HB 133 p rop o se s  a  ch an g e  in s ta tu te  to a d d  flexib ility to the m anda to ry  schoo l te rm . Th is  
m e a su r e ,  if p a s s e d ,  will a l low  s c h o o ls  to c rea te  a l te rn a t iv e s  to the 180-day ru le . It w ou ld  a lso  
p ro v ide  n e c e s s a r y  f lex ib il ity to a l low  for unan t ic ipa ted  e x tenua t in g  c i r c um s ta n c e s  wh ich cou ld  
a f fe c t  th e  trad it iona l schoo l y e a r .  ; :

■ ft'"    i
B e n e f i t s  o f  HB133 .
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1. A l t e r n a t i v e s  - Th is  leg is la t ion  w ou ld  a l low  s c h o o ls  to im p lem en t a l te rn a t iv e s  to the 
m anda to ry  180 d a y  a t te n dan ce  ru le  wh ich cou ld  su b s ta n t ia l ly  re d u ce  opera t iona l c o s t s  in rural 
a re a s ,  a n d  in c re a se  time-on-task for both e d u ca to r s  an d  s tu d e n ts .

E a r l ie r  th is  y e a r  Homer High S choo l w a s  p ro v id ed  w ith a  g ran t to s t u d y  re s truc tu r ing  o f 
s c h o o ls .  Adm in is tra to rs found that a  schoo l w e e k  of four e x te n d ed  d a y s  for c l a s s e s ,  and the  fifth 
d a y  for a c t iv i t ie s ,  w o u ld  a l low  the s t u d e n t s  to pa rt ic ipa te  in e x t ra c u r r ic u la r  t r a v e l w ithou t 
con f l ic t ing with a c a d em ic  t ime. T h is  c h a n g e  wou ld  in c re a se  time-on-task for e du ca to r s  an d  
s tu d e n ts ,  and d e c re a s e  the c o s t  of opera t ions .

Th irty f ive rural schoo l d is tr ic ts  in Co lo rado  a dop ted  th is  s y s tem  and  h a v e  found that it 
in c r e a s e d  paren t, s tu den t , a n d  educa to r  sa t is fa c t ion  with schoo l p e r fo rm ance .

•'a  ' ' v ; V

2. F le x i b i l i t y  - In the e ven t  that unan t ic ipa ted  c i r c um s ta n c e s  wou ld  fo rce  a  schoo l to c lo s e  
for a  pe r iod  o f t ime g rea te r  than  cu rren t ly  a l low ed , the adm in is t ra to rs  co u ld  adop t an 
em e rg e n c y  s t ru c tu re  for rem a inde r o f the te rm  to m ee t m anda to ry  a t te n d an c e  requ irem en ts .

* * P la n s  f o r  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  w i l l  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c o m m i s i o n e r ' s  a p p r o v a l* *

CP3.1S. Qf_ HB 1 3 3

A ze ro  f is c a l note w a s  i s s u e d  b y  the Department o f Educa t ion . A  copy i s  in c luded  in this packe t .

* Suppo r t le t te rs for HB 133 can  be  found in the ba ck  o f  th is p acke t

d i s t r i c t  5
34824 K-Beach Road • Soidotna, Alaska 99GG9 • (907) 262-7842
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ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE
1411 W. 33RD  AVENU E 

AN CH O RA G E. A L A SK A  99503 
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N EA -A LA SK A
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JU N EA U . A LA SK A  99801 
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21 I S  CU SH M A N  S T R E E T  

FA IR B A N K S. A LA SK A  99701 
(907) 456-4435 

FA X:(907) 456-2159

M a rc h  19, 1991

T o: R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  C a rn e y  a n d  L in co ln , C o -C h a irs  
M em bers, H o u se  H E S S  C o m m ittee

R e:
H B  133: "An Act relating to the school term."

N E A -A lask a  s u p p o r ts  a n d  e n c o u ra g e s  y o u r  f a v o ra b le  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  HB 133.

I t  p ro v id e s  n e c e s sa ry  f le x ib i l i ty  f o r  u n a n t ic ip a te d  e x te n u a t in g  c irc u m sta n c e s  w h ich  
m ig h t r e q u ir e  c h a n g e s  in  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  schoo l y ea r.

W ith  th e  c o n tin u e d  r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  a p p ro v a l by  th e  c o m m iss io n e r  a n d  th e  new  
p ro v is io n  o f  s u b -p a ra g ra p h  (C), th e  p u b lic  a n d  s tu d e n t  in te re s ts  as  w ell as th e  
in te g r i ty  o f  em p lo y e e  c o lle c tiv e  b a rg a in in g  a g re e m e n ts  w ill be p ro te c te d .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  o u r  p o s itio n . 

R e s p e c tfu l ly  s u b m itte d ,

( D L .
B ob M an n ers  
E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r

D o n  O b e rg  [ 
P re s id e n t

cc: R e p re s e n ta t iv e  N a v a rre
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Revis ion Date: _______
Title: S ch o o l Term

Department Affected: _
BRU: K-12 S u p p o r t

B IL L  N O . CS HB 133 (MSS)

-E duca tion __________________

Component: F o u n d a t io n
Sponsor: Hnusp HF.SS
Requestor: N a v a r r e COMPONENT SER IAL NO. 1 4 1

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERV ICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPL IES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -0- . .-0- . -0- -0- .. -0- -n-

CAPITAL

REVENUE 7  L  . 1 .
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL , -0- -n- -n- .- flr -0- . . .  -0-. .

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact:. None

Prepared By: M a ry  H a k a la
Division: C o m m is s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e

Approved b y  Commissioner: _
Ayency: _________  F H n r a t i r in

Phone:
Date:
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I l M K O J i a e Q C K
IIO X  5 1 2 9 . N IK O L A E V S K  C . P. O . 

A N C H O R  P O IN T . A L A S K A  99556

F e b .  4, 1991

Sena to r P au l F is ch e r  
R ep re sen ta t iv e  M ike N ava r re  
R ep re s en ta t iv e  G a i l Ph il l ip s 
R ep re sen ta t iv e  M ax  F. G ruenbe rg , Jr.

D ear R ep re sen ta t iv e  N ava rre ,

Th is  le t te r is to r e q u e s t  y o u r  e f fo r ts  to re in t ro d u ce  le g i s la t io n  p ro v id in g  for f le x ib i l i ty  in 
schoo l te rm s.

A ttached i s  a  cop y  of a  bill in t ro d u ced  an d  p a s s e d  du r in g  the  la s t  le g i s la t i v e  s e s s io n .  A lso 
a t tached  is a  copy  of a  le tter from G ove rno r Hickel ind ica t ing h is  w i l l in g n e s s  to con sc ie n t io u s ly  
con s ide r s im i la r  le g is la t ion  sh o u ld  it p a s s  aga in .

In th e se  t im es of l im ited s ta te  support for e duca t ion , I b e l ie v e  th is  non-cost leg is la t ion  p ro v id e s 
a l te rna t iv e s  wh ich can  re d u ce  opera t iona l c o s t s  a n d  in c r e a s e  time-on-task for bo th e d u c a to r s  
and s tu d e n ts  wh i le  improv ing paren ta l sa t is fac t ion  w ith schoo l p e r fo rm ance .

T hank s  for you r e f fo r ts . P le a s e  be a s s u r e d  that I s t a n d  re a d y  to te s t i fy  o r  c om m un ic a te  to 
anyone in support of th is leg is la t ion .

R e sp e c t fu l ly ,

Bob Moore 
P r in c ip a l
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H O M E R  H IG H  S C H O O L
KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

600 E. FA IRV IEW  
HOMER, ALASKA 99603-7661 
PHONE: (907) 235-8186 
FAX: (907) 235-8933

"MARINERS" DENNIS DEMPSEY, PRINCIPAL 
MICHAEL BUNDY, ASST. PRINCIPAL 

BOB MACAULAY, ATH. D IRECTOR

M a r c h  2 0 ,  1 9 9 1

M i k e  N a v a r r e ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

S U B J E C T :  H B  1 3 3

H o m e r  H i g h  S c h o o l  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e s  y o u r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  H B  

1 3 3 .  T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  s t a f f  o f  H o m e r  H i g h  S c h o o l  i s  v e r y  

a n x i o u s  t o  e x p l o r e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  s c h o o l  p l a n  t h a t  

t h i s  B i l l  w i l l  a l l o w  f o r  u s  t o  d o .  E a r l i e r  t h i s  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  

H o m e r  H i g h  S c h o o l  w a s  o n e  o f  a f e w  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  r e c e i v e  a 

g r a n t  o n  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  I n  o u r  r e s e a r c h ,  

o n e  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e t t e r  o r c h e s t r a t e  a l l  t h e  

i n h e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a h i g h  s c h o o l ,  i s  a l t e r i n g  t h e  t i m e  

s c h e d u l e .  A t  H o m e r  H i g h  S c h o o l  w e  h a v e  a n  a m a z i n g  a m o u n t  o f  c l a s s  

a t t e n d a n c e  l o s t  d u e  t o  s c h o o l  s p o n s o r e d  a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  

t h e  w e e k e n d s .  I t  i s  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  a f t e r  d o i n g  s o m e  e x t e n s i v e  

r e s e a r c h  o n  a 4 - d a y  s c h o o l  w e e k ,  t h a t  t h i s  m i g h t  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  

w o r k a b l e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  o u r  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  p r o p o s a l .

B u t  t o  d o  s o ,  H B  1 3 3  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  p a s s e d  a n d  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  

g o v e r n o r ,  w h i c h  a l l o w s  f o r  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a n  t o  t h e  1 8 0 - d a y  

s c h o o l  y e a r .  A  s c h o o l  w e e k  o f  4 e x t e n d e d  d a y s  f o r  c l a s s e s ,  a n d  

t h e  f i f t h  d a y  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  t r a v e l  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  

a c a d e m i c  t i m e .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  e x c e l l e n t  p o t e n t i a l  i n  j u s t  

b e t t e r  m a n a g i n g  o u r  t i m e ,  a n d  h a v e  c o n s e q u e n t l y  r e s e a r c h e d  s o m e  

r e a l - l i f e  d a t a  f r o m  C o l o r a d o ,  U t a h ,  a n d  N e w  M e x i c o .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  

C o l o r a d o  h a s  o v e r  3 5  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  o n  a 4 - e x t e n d e d  d a y  s c h o o l  

w e e k ,  K - 1 2 .

P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  v i g o r o u s  s u p p o r t  o f  H B  1 3 3 . W i t h  i t s  p a s s a g e  t h e  

o p t i o n  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  m o r e  t i m e  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  a s c h o o l  p r o g r a m  

w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  o u r  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m .

D e n n i s  D e m p  

P r i n c i p a l

S i n c e r e l y

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  
" S c h o o l  o f  E x c e l le n c e "




