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1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:
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CONTINUATION OF FISCAL NOTE: CSSCR Z.(L&C)

PERSONAL SERVICES
1 Staff is requested as follows to assist the Task Force on Safety in the Workplace.

Researcher —Ran e I7A
15 x 12 montfis =
'872% A0V benefits = %322

TRAVEL
Itis anticipated there wil be 2meetings of the 12 member Task Force on Safety in the Workplace.

rf[ S X 7members = 14airfares
1Lttgjys per a?ﬁ‘t’? Ty )
2 Bdays x $100=

Two members of the Senate and two members of the House of Representatives
travel V\A|| be absorbed within the eX|st|n Le ISlative Operat mg &Session budgets.

Travel costs for the a&) ointee fromthe ment of rill be absorbed
within the existing bu 8et of the Departme to

Staff Travel-%2000

CONTRACTUAL
Advert|s(|;n —advert|5|ngaef§ubl|c notice of meetings -$3000,

Professional Services

SUPPLIES
Supply needs wil be absorbed within the existing Legislative Operating & Session budgets.

EQUIPMENT
Quipment needs will be absorbed within the existing Legislative Operating & Session buagets.
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FISCAL NOTE No. H-’

STATE OF ALASKA BILLIc Bill Version: CHS> S A /A <£/0-k
191 LEGISLATIVE SESSIO (S) Publish Date:

UPDATED

Revision Date: . Department Affected: ~Labor
Title: " Establishing a Task Force on BRU:  Labor Standards & Safety
Safety in the Workplace, Component:

Sponsor: - Senator Collins Occupational Safety &Health
Requestor:  Senate Finance COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 310

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY Q@ FY 33

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND&STRUCTURES

GRANTS,CLAIMS

MISCELLANEQUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FY A FY % FY % FY 97

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND t
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None
ANALYSIS:  (Attach a Separate page if necessary)

This fiscal note assumes the Department of Labor would not be responsible for providing funding
for the task force.

Prepared by: Bob Libbey, DHrector Phone 20424
Division: ~  Labor Standards & Safety Date: 420
Approved by Commissioner: ~ Nancy Bear Usera

Agency: Department of Labor Date: 4201

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).
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CSFORSENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 21 (L&C)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE -FIRST SESSION

BY THE SENATE LABOR AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE

Offered: 4/12/91
Referred: Finance

Sponsor(s): SENATOR COLLINS

A RESOLUTION

1 Establishing a Task Force on Safety in the Workplace.

2 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 WHEREAS the social and economic consequences of workplace injuries are enormous, estimated
by the National Safety Council to have been $42,400,000,000 in 1987 nationwide; and

5 WHEREAS many Alaskans are involved in industries that traditionally have high accident rates;
6 and

7 WHEREAS the state has one of the highest workplace accident rates of any state and has the
8 highest fatality rate of any state attributable to accidents in the workplace, approximately 34 fatalities
9 per 100,000 workers; and

I

10 WHEREAS for over 10 years approximately one out of every 11 Alaskan workers in private
1 industry suffered a recordable injury or illness during employment; and
12 WHEREAS in the state the total estimated lost workdays due tojob related injury or illness in

13 the private sector in 1987 amounted to the equivalent of a full year of work for 337 employees at a cost
equal to nearly $9,000,000, and in the public sector total estimated lost work days amounted to the
15 equivalent of 58 employee years at a cost equal to approximately $1,800,000; and

16 WHEREAS occupational injuries and illnesses impose a real burden upon the Alaskan economy

1

[S2
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. 1 since, for the worker, being absent from work due to an accident may represent a significant wage loss |,
2 and, for the employer, accidents result in lost production time, increased operadng costs from higher
3 insurance premiums, and equipment damage; and
4 WHEREAS the best way to control these costs is through an effective safety program; and

] 5 WHEREAS when the United States Congress passed the Occupational Safety and Health Act *
6 (OSHA) in 1970t was to "assure ... so far as possible, every working man andwoman in the Nation ;
7 safe and healthful working conditions and to preserveour human resources™; and
8 WHEREAS despite the lofty objective of OSHA the tragic toll taken in the workplace in lives

I 9and health continues; and I

;|10 WHEREAS the Americans with Disabilities Act, passed by the Congress last year, sets out i

11 standardsthat thestate must address; and |

:'112 WHEREAS in the state many safety standards have not been updated since they were originally il

13 developed and laws related tosafety standards are in need of revision; and ;

14 WHEREAS a unified effort is needed to update safety standards with input coming from

15 management and labor,

16 BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Task Force on Safety in the

17 Workplace is established with the primary purpose of creating a model workplace safety program for

18 the state with emphasis on prevention of injuries in the workplace, and that in creating the program the

19 task force may

20 (1) examine the historical workplace safety record of the state;

21 (2) determine the causes for the state’s high rate of injuries;

22 (3) review the state’s current workplace safety laws and OSHA; |
23 (4) consult with the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health and with the :
24 American National Standards Institute;

25 (5) propose legislation to implement the program; and be it j
26 FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall consist of the following members:

21 (1) two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, one of whom f
28 shall be designated by the president as co-chair;

2 (2) two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House,
m® one of whom shall be designated by the speaker as co-chair,

31 (3) one employee of the Department of Labor appointed by the Governor;

32 (4) one person who represents businesses with 25 or fewer employees, one person who

CSSCR 21(L8C) 0
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represents businesses with over 25 employees, one person who represents organized labor, one safety
engineer, one medical professional, and one member of the Alaska Safety Advisory Council, all of whom
are appointed by the members listed in (1) - (3) of this resolve;
(5) at the oprion of the members listed in (1) - (4) of this resolve and appointed by them,

one person who represents the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that, within funds made available for the purpose, the task force may
hire staff, contract for services under the procurement procedures adopted by the Alaska Legislative
Council with approval of the council, and cover other expenses; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall report its initial findings and recommendations
to the Governor and the legislature by the first day of the Second Regular Session of the Seventeenth
Alaska State Legislature; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that die task force shall report its findings and recommendations to !
the Governor and the legislature by the day of the convening of the First Regular Session of the !
Eighteenth Alaska State Legislature, and that the task force is terminated on that same day at 11:59 p.m. |

3 CSSCR 21(L&C)



Alasa State Lagpslature
SENATE
SENATOR VIRGINIA COLLINS

Official Business P.O. BOX_V
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811
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217 Second Street, Suite 21
Juneau; Alaska 8L

APR 2 5 1901 3
FAX (907) 4635015 8+1A

FCO

April 24,1991

BeBaEJrV ginia M. Collins
Juneau Aaska o811
Dear Senator Collins:

I his._| f t for CSSCR
PR R T soor for OSSR 2

The meqbers of the Alaska St% hambéer of Commerce is a composne of
responsio n@o eros W(r)cr)ﬁghout as we are ver concern ove the

ontinul ur matter o 3| n| ant
?m nela chdg % IS a matter o% II JVI eID loyees e|ng pace
ISk Decaus Pnsa ractices. . nd It refresn to s lece o
e0q|s lation whi h ?cuses n c}oreventlon [(at er than \)ounls ave .our
Bfnve thanks for your desire to take a positive approac to t IS Serious
problem
With Regards,

ErnestE Polleg
overnment Rélations
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National Federation of
Independent Business

State Office
9159 Skywood Lane
Juneau. AK 99801
(907)789-4278

The Guardian of
Small Business

Al aska

May 2, 1991

Tt]e Honorabl |r% inia Collins
aska S enale

P.0. Box V( 3100
Juneau, Alaska 9981

Dear Senator Collins:

On behalf of NFIB/AIaska 5240 members I would like to offer
\A}Jr su'oport our.SCR 21 - %h aE{ circe on Safetg lP} the
orkplace re in favor o esolution because the
mcreasm cost of Workers Com ensat|on Insurance (S a ,
Very Sserious ?oncerr to our membership.  Your resolution will
create a mod workvplace sa et prog ram for the state with
ﬁm hasis on the prevention of |n ur ?] Anyth|qg that can
eI prevent mgurles certainly ave an efréct on the
experience” tactor In setting Workers Compensation rates.
We appreciate your interest in.the. prevention of injuries to
our Erﬁ ?oyees Xnélp 0SS [ﬁe rehe? rP he mcreasmgfjcost o%
msurance f you have any quest|ons please feel free to

contact me.
Sincerely,

a
ate Director



ALASKA STATE AFT-CIO

1501 Commercial Dr. 319 1st Ave.
m\nchorage. Alaska 99301 Fairbanks. Alaska 99701
<HT) 233-6284 (907) 456-2030

MANO FREY GARY BROOKS
Executive President

Secretary /Treasurer

April 23, 1991

Senator Pat Pourchot
PO Box V
Juneau. Alaska 9981 1

Re: SCR2L

Dear Senator Pourchot,

We have reviewed SCR 21 which establishes a Task Force on Safety in the
Workplace and the Alaska State AFL-CIO strongly supports the resolution.

The workplace in Alaska has the highest fatality rate and one of the hi?hest
accident rates in the nation. ecause safety is an issue that affects

everyone, organized labor has an ongoing concern about safety and illness
for all workers in Alaska.

Alaska's statutes and regulations need to be updated and strengthened.
Technological changes over the past few decades have brought about new
workplace safety issues that need to be addressed. Only through a balanced
and unified process, as outlined in SCR 21, are such things possible. We
believe this task force is a positive step in the right direction.

Thank you for your sincere consideration of this legislation.

Sincerely,

1
Business Representative



Mill woirker dies

The Assoaated Press

SITKA — A worker died
early Wednesday in an acci-
dent at the Alaska Pulp
CorP. mill, the company re-
ported.

Joseph E. Lau, 28, of Sit-
ka was killed at 6a.m. as he
was changing a 10-foot-wide
pulp roll. Police said Lau
was killed when he fell or
got caught on rollers.

He is survived by his

wife, Sheila, and two chil-
dren.
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By BARBARA ROGERS )
(TUnea WritcT) eilSLSItf =

Separate accidents Kkilled two men as an Anchorage pilotina
homebuilt airplane crashed in Palmer and a sawmill employee
was crushed in a Ketchikan industrial accident Wednesday.

The pilot, whose name was not released this morning pending
notification of his family, took off from Anchorage International
Airport about 8 p.m. Wednesday en m ite to this Blrcfawood Air-
strip, Palmer and then back to Anchorage, said Paul Steucke of
the Federal Aviation Administration. Vv *'C-&*

He was reported overdue by hiswife at 10pan. amia helicop-
ter search was begun by Alaska State Troopera this morning,
Steucke said. o "J *

The wreckage of his homebuilt Lang-Eze was found spread
over a swampy area of the Matanuska River Park about 8:30
a.m. today after searchers picked up a signal from the aircraft’s
emergency locator transmitter, said Palmer Police Department
Sgt. Greg Carpenter.

The body of the pilot was found in the cockpit of the single-
seater, Carpenter said. He was pronounced dead at the scene.

In Ketchikan, a'60-year-old man died Wednesday afternoon
when he was crushed between a gate and an upper structural
barat Ketchikan Sawmill, troopers report. d*

Dead is Francis K. Glover, who was leaning on A hydrauii-
cally operated gate when the gate lifted him, crashing his body,
troopers and a Ketchikan Pulp Co. spokesmansaid.' ' #

Also Wednesday, in a traffic accident on Minnesota Drive
just south of Tudor Road, two small boys were Injured when the
station wagon they were riding in was struck from the rear by
another car. - <

Michael Nichols, 5, was in fair condition this morning while
Justin Bushre, 7, was in serious condition at Providence Hospi-
tal, a spokeswoman said today. Boh received head injuries In
the accident, said Sgt. Greg Stewart of the Anchorage Police
Department. ‘ . . oo |

Stewart said the station wagon was southbound on Minnesota
Drive when its engine quit as the car was about halfway up the
.bridge overthe Alaska Railroad tracks. >

Driver Terry Risinger, 32, turned on the emergency flashers
and was trying to restart the car when it was struck from behind
sbya car driven by Afualo Uatisone, Stewart said.

The force of the accident collapsed the rear of the station
.wagon, pinning the seaibelted boys inside. Stewart said. Rescue
workers got them from the car and took them to the hospital,
mwhere they originally were listed in criticafcrirg A n »





