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HOUSE CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 79 (FINANCE)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:

Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATORS ADAMS, Hoffman, Kerttula, Zharoff, Eliason, Uehling, Pourchot, Menard, Fischer

REPRESENTATIVES Mackie, Lincoln

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to a curriculum for environmental education."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.03.120(e) is amended to read:

(e) A district shall, by October 31 of each year, provide to the state board, and make
available to the public, a report on the performance of each public school and public school
students in the district. The report must be entided ""Sch k4 District Report Card To The Public™
and must be prepared on a form prescribed by the department. The report must include

(1) the percent of district students in the top and bottom quarter of standardized
national achievement examinations; results under this paragraph shall be disclosed in a manner
that does not reveal the individual identides of students;

(2) the percent of students who are not promoted to the next grade;

3) student, parent, and community member comments on the school’s
performance;

(4) the annual percent change in enrollment and the percent of enroliment change
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due to student transfers into and out of the district;

(5) attendance, retention, and graduation rates;

(6) the ways in which meaningful parent involvement in school performance was
achieved;

(7) a summary and evaluation of the environmental education curriculum
described in AS 14.30.380;

(8) other indicators of school performance required by the state board; and

(9) [(8)] other indicators of school performance selected by the district.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.30 is amended by adding a new section to read:
ARTICLE 4A. ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Sec. 14.30.380. ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION. The board shall encourage each

school board to initiate and conduct a program of environmental education for kindergarten
through grade 12. The program should include, but is not limited to, education regarding the
need to balance resource development with environmental safeguards, the dependence of the state
on resource development, and the opportunity for pollution prevention, waste reduction, and

recycling. A school board may implement environmental education as a part of regular

classroom studies.
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Patsy Aamodt was a teacher in
Point Hope when the North Slope
Borough School District was
fonned in 1973.

In those days, teaching materials
were in short supply. Most school
buildings were cramped and falling
apart. Administrators had to worry
as much about running out of fuel as
raising student test scores.

Patsy Aamodt

Seventeen years later, the
district is up to national standards in
terms of facilities and staffing. Its
focus is now on academics. And
Patsy Aamodt is beginning her Frst
full year as the district’s first Inupiaq
superintendent.

Patsy still remembers some of
the lessons she learned as a teacher
in Point Hope. One of thoi | lessons
had to do with the importance of
conducting the educational process
in terms that kids understand.

Qaitsagniq spoke with Patsy
about the challenge of education and
its relationship to Inupiaq culture.
Here are some oj DeI comments.

“One of my priorities is to
formally acknowledge that we are
here on the North Slope. In trying
to teach concepts, we have to start
with the knowledge and the envi-

QAUSAGNIQ 4

ronment that is here. Kids learn best
when they start with things that are
familiar to them.

“For example, if a teacher is
doing a unit on Fsh, he or she
should start with pictures of the
kinds of Fsh we catch around here.
If they’re doing a lesson on the
water cycle, use photographs of our
lakes and our ocean and our land to
show how it works here.

“Some teachers have been doing
this, and they’ve had great success
with it.

“One teacher brought whaling
captains into the classroom. She
used them to teach her students
about the reasons for things.

“The whaling captains told the
kids why it’s important to be quiet
and follow directions when you’re
out on the ice. Otherwise you might
lose a whale.

“They also explained that there
needs to be a person in charge in
order to be successful in the hunt.

“Afterwards the teacher ap-
pointed ‘whaling captains’ among
her students to make sure that
papers got passed out or to be line
leaders.

Healing ourselves from

lin k culture s in

school

“The children learned two
things from this. They learned
about the concepts of being quiet
and following directions. They also
learned that their parents’ way of
life is okay. It has to be okay,
because the teacher used that way of
life in her teaching.

“So we’ve been using this
approach, but only in pockets. Now
we’re going to do it district-wide.
We’re formally telling teachers that
they have lots of local resources.

“We have Inupiaq cultural
learning banks at all the schools.
Elsie Itta is our new Coordinator for
Cultural Integration. She will work
closely with teachers throughout the
district to help them incorporate
local materials in the curriculum.
We’re just taking what’s around us
into the classroom.

“I think my role as Superinten-
dent is to see how it all connects. |
have to make sure we’re connecting
to both worlds. This was not done
in the past. That’s why a lot of our
parents have painful memories of
schooling. We don’tneed to shut
out the Inupiag world to teach
basics.” A

fears

Old fears oppress us. They can hamper our growth. We learn

nothing from them.

Yet many of us continue to be afraid, for reasons we have long since
forgotten or never knew. Our bodies sometimes cany the weight of
these old fears. A cringing of the shoulders or a knot in the gut may be

part of the legacy.

Our growth as free beings may depend on shedding these old fears.
They are as real as viruses, and they make us ill in similar ways.

When we discard old fear, we have a sense of liberation. Whatever
wound that old fear was protecting can be healed. We are ready to face
life as it comes, not as we fear it might come.

Healing myself empowers me to shed the fears that limit my

growth.

—A}'Hjmtip‘rom the NSBHealth Educator

J
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School-age cnisaders can be apain in the neck, but they

may be the

By PHILIP ELMER-DEWITT -

K imberly Carr. 1l). of
Montgomery. Vt..
recycles her garbage

and is designing a board
game in which the goal is to
save the elephants. Eliza-
beth Bayley, 17, is active in a
Seattle-based youth group
that organizes tree plant-
ings, stencils storm drains
with dump no waste no-
tices and monitors pollution
in Puget Sound. Jeremiah
Johnson, 10, from Brent-
wood, N.Y., puts his Mc-
Donald’s detritus in recy-
cling bins, tells his mother
how long it takes each shop-
ping bag to biodegrade and
intervenes whenever his
younger brother is about to
commit an environmental
outrage, like pulling the legs
off a defenseless (and eco-
logically valuable) spider.

These determined do-
gooders are just a few of the
ecokids, the new generation
of conservation-conscious,
environmentally active
schoolchildren. The Earth
Day ardor of their parents
may be cooling, but these
pint-size crusaders have lost
none of theirs. Bombarded
with ecomessages in school,
in the press, on TV and in
pop-music lyrics, the young-
sters have become con-
vinced that they were put on the planet for
the express purpose of saving it.

The trend isa natural, especially for the
sons and daughters of thirty- and forty-
something parents raised during the activ-
ist 1960s. <Environmentalism is youthful
now in the way that feminism was in the
late ’60s," writes Rosalind Coward in the
British magazine New Statesman & Society,
"It is the dominant political concern
among the young, the main place where
perceived discontents are articulated.”

That is true in other countries as well.
Swedish school kids have bought and pre-
served 65,000 hectares (160,000 acres) of
virgin rain forest in Costa Rica with money
earned collecting old newspapers and recy-
cling aluminum cans. Japanese students
have mounted a campaign to eliminate dis-

besthopefor the cause o fpreservation

At T*cuBm*h D*m*rrtary School inX*nU, CCito, cMMrwi pour lunch—
room scrap* Intothe compost heap of thetr “tond tab" behind the school

PtodgJdng todo ttwirpart forth* smfironmsnit thousand* oi youngsters
cstofaratodEarth D*y tnM*wYorh City*sCamrai Park lastAprtt

posable wooden chopsticks and replace
them with reusable plastic models. Chil-
dren in one Soviet town were able to per-
suade the sluggish local government to
hasten construction of a roundabout that
would allow traffic to bypass the center of
town and thus reduce pollution. In Brazil
the number of nongovernment environ-
mental groups has swelled from 500 three
years ago to nearly 4,000; they include
many children.

But nowhere is the kiddie movement
stronger than in the U.S. Youngsters are
picketing supermarkets, boycotting restau-
rants and writing Congressmen, sometimes
on recycled paper they have painstakingly
mixed, pressed and dried themselves. The
White House reports that it receives hun-
dreds of environmental entreaties every
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day from citizens too young to make their
views known in the ballot box.

Their efforts can be surprisingly effec-
tive. Barbara Lewis’ sixth-grade class at
Jackson Elementary School in Salt Lake
City not only pressured the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency into clearing a
50,000-bbl. hazardous waste dump but
helped push through a re-
luctant state legislature a
bill to pay for such clean-
ups. "Parents believe you
can’t beat city hall, and find
reasons not to get in-
volved." says Andrew Alt-
man, a spokesman for
Greenpeace. "Kids don't
have that kind of cynicism.
Theyjust get things done."

The younger genera-
tion's feelings about the en-
vironment have not escaped
the notice of corporate
America. Many companies,
including fossil fuel-burn-
ing utilities and the manu-
facturers of nonbiodegrad-
able plastics, have begun
looking for ways to present a
better face to their future
clientele. Recycle This, a
professional theater pro-
duction touring U.S. high
schools and featuring rock-
'n"-roll and rap songs about
landfills and solid waste, is
sponsored by Dow Chemi-
cal. a major producer of
polystyrene.

Activists eager to mobi-
lize children do not hesitate
to use show biz, though
some might call it propagan-
da. Turner Broadcasting is
producing a half-hour syndi-
cated cartoon show in which
a superhero named Captain
Planet and a youth corps
called the Planeteers val-
iantly fight villainous pollut-
ers like Dr. Blight. The back cover of one
issue of P3 (for Earth, the third planet
from the sun), a glitzy new environmen-
tal magazine for kids, shows a Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtle shouting to readers.
"Hey, dudes! Earth is a cowabunga plan-
et! Let’s keep it radical!"

The kids do not need much convincing.
Like their parents, who remember the nu-
clear-blast drills of the 1950s and grew up
fearing the Bomb, they have heard fright-
ening stories of leaking waste drums,
growing ozone holes and vanishing species.
“l hope the earth is O.K. when | grow
up,” says young Kimberly Carr, speaking
for many in her generation, "because |
don’t want to have to find another place to
live." —Reported by lanke M. Horowitz/
New York, with other bureaus

a1
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uy, uinvk3g UK coiu. 1i% parucuiut ™ "citiily north wind picks up t IS mph — dropping
Santa has been spreading advertising words for  the wind dhill to 30 below by this aftermoon. But
Cr*a-CoJa at the Intersection of Sixth Avenue and

the weather Isexpected towarm up Monday .

yef “a g My unyitUilull)
on her desk at once.
Ever see tags with the pre—
fixesTOY or CAL? They belong
See Plates, page All

month asking for some variation
of the word fomicator," she said
with a laugh. "You know, theyd
use 4NCATR or FRNKTR, or

School reforms are making the grade

A

solutions to

By NANCY PRICE
TIMES WRITER

There"s a quiet revolution
being waged inAlaska education
in the state™s largest citiesand a
tiny Eskimo village, from the
North Slope to Southeast.

On the front lines are school
teachers, university faculty and
parents, armed with a variety of

battle plans but sharing a com—

mon goal: to improve their local
schools and give students a figt—
ing chance at academic Success.

Alaska has more than its
share of what educators call "'at-
risk’ students who, because of
physical, mental or sexual abuse,
parental neglect, drug or alcohol
abuse and freguent transfers to
new schools, are likelier to fail In
school and drop aut, thus crip—
pling their chances for success
later in life.

State officials estimate that 80
percent of Alaskal at-risk stu—
dents are Natives, whose battle
against low self-esteem some—
times ends in alcohol or sub—

laska educators find ne

w

old problem s

stance abuse or suicice.

But with the help of publicand
private iniversities, local schools
with high numbers of at-risk stu—
dents are being restructured
with programs and curriculum
that address their needs.

The schools® efforts are being
boosted by a small federal grant
making a big difference for hun—
dreds of Alaska school children.

The state was awarded a 3-
year, $200,000 annual grant from
the U.S. Department of Educa—
tion’s Fund for the Improvement
and Reform of Schools and
Teaching.

Alaskas was one of 1,330 pro—
posals submitted to the U.S.
Education Department, of which
only 15 were chosen for funding,
said J. Kelly Tonsmeire, director
of the Coalition for Alaskan At-
Risk Youth and the Alaska Staff
Development Network inJuneau
and the proposal s architect.

"The focus s on school
structuring,” Tonsmeire said.

See Schools, page A8
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TImei Photobr ROB LAYMAN
Cale William, kft, and Cody Davis, third-graders at Denali Elementary School in Fairbanks,
examine the remnants of the Pedro Dome fire collected by the class on a science field trip this
fall. The fifth-graders collected burned insects, leaves and charred aluminum cans. Denali isone
Alaska school developing new teaching techniques to improve academic success. In today’s
story the Times profiles efforts at Denali, Point Hope, Silka and two Anchorage schools to
make education more relevant and help at-risk children.



ati- Sunday, Decermber HIWE, The Anchorage Times

Schools
Continuedfromr*k* Al

"We need dramatic altermatives <o meet the
needs of kids. Kids today heve s lot of problems,
cnmporcd towhen you snd Iwere going losdool.**

rsining seminars snd workshops have laken
place througkI the slale, providing teachers with
elkIIII iniil Pkllts useful” In" educating shrink »lu-

Outiheproject kmost visible it five schools—
two In Ancho and one each In Fairbarks,
Pomt Hope_an Shti@, where science, extensive
teacher trainirg, Visits b wllageeldersand peer
counseling are making adifference.

NEARLY J0*MILES north of Anchorage, the
sludenls al Fairbarks™ Denali Elementary School
are leaming about Ihe enviroment, Alaska™s bo—
real forests, magnetisn, snakesand acid rain.

Deralli, nicknaned **The Discovery School,” b

theslate"s firstscience magnet elemertary.
A ~old, two-story clndetblock buildi
Fal * downton, Denal la Ihediistrict’sol

continuously ratlngsdmI fnthe pest, lhemul —
sﬂﬁt - nearly halt Ihe students

-emlmrltles had low standardlied test Korea
ancéj_dermral ized faculrl_yf0 K 3

i now student performance Is skyrocketing,
teacher vacancies ere few and fir befweso, and
many of Ihe schoots 450 students art Hiking about
becoming scientistswhen they grow wp.

When shewas )éjj{ger Angela Emit wanted ta
become antrilsl. But about two yearsago, "'at#tofa
sudden 1 started thirking shout vuhales end Stuff,”,
A e ey

ist. One ni ki questlag,
like, do they sing Ihe same songs, or fPerent
Also I'd Iultetogi1 tovvhere they =) fishing (chft)
netsand make

Thwd—graierbrett lleo"'used lohate math,”
reportsher mother, Barbara. "'But Inthecaran the
way to school she told me she likes lo do math
homework. Whether that has todo with Ihe math-
Kletvceiemphasm lcan™ taay, but se*scefinitely in

icl tera

e i a science magnet school developed
duringa dlso&lon about two yean ago among =
few teachers and parents, said principal David
Hsgslrom and Sandy Lamlng, a physical education

!;/domg enough Irsice
sdml L] Up how kI(S d. "We
eald, it todomore exolorlng Insiceof
shool. Irstew beingwedded losome boringsci—
ence texthook, we sliauld let them discover things
for themselves.

Derali”s ianxfmmsticn Intoamagnet achool oc—
curred with little aopllat , Said rom,
an associate professor of ion al the Univer—
sity of Alaska Fairbanks who was grurnted m8-year
leeve lobecome Dtrell*eprircipal.

""We decided al ihe begiming we wen Hlklh?
shout a mind <et," he aid. Mher schools
g@selvkgsalleqmppecli_(agd onch teachersare slow

use pment seen ltwith computers.
We decudede(#onoat I ditferantty.”

Pefaf Hope elder Ireae Cellikons 1ds tales ef going (e

ahame a littleglri as fourthgrader IWen Attissgna llstesa Indigelief.
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The school alsohas s garden, wiggtried and »»=
pervleed by parent Jan Hanscom, where
Ienm how plants grow. Parents constructed grow
cans lesi year so plants can gel an early sian on
Fnlrtwnksshort groving aeesoo. :

Whul Ire schuil aavrd on equipmml lagoing lor
manpower . The school hires utea.on Fridayi
(oMl Infor reqular classroom teacherswhen they
meet with UAF professors lo explore science and
devise lhecurriculun.

Knowing thet Ihtlr_leachers are aleo sludenla
has been on exciting discovery for Derali”s young—
sters, Lannlng said.

"Edilh Dunthew"a sl , she goer back
loher class and theyask, “Hey. what didyou leam
toogy?" "' she said. “She Elisthem, I-’?/ 1have an
assignment due, " and they hellp her wlih the asillg-

ment.

Derali”s leachersdecided loconcentrate on sci—
ence In because el teacher training
wsually on langusge artsand social atules,
said Bruce THII, Ihe school”s curriculum special —

(s

But the teachers knew they needed help and
called on Doug Schame!, an Instructor In biology
and wildlifeal UAFs College of Natural Sciences,
and Nancy Murphy, an assistait professor of
educationwith the r oral Collece.

"When they"re lo ming shout a topicand how t©
go about teaching It, !hey feel a couple of things,”
Schamet said. "'It’s the same things their students
feel when they"re Introduced to a new topic —
- h"— and then, "wow, this Isfin.” ”

Scheme! said Imparting Ihe process of science ks
one of his goals, because Itwill enable teachers to
become *'comtonable Investi :3 sonething
where they may not have much 1 in. If
they"rebrave enough, theycan leamwith theirstu—
dents.”

The altituoes o the leachera toward treir In—
structors has changed peroeptibly over the pest
year and a helf, Murphy aald.

"When Doug came In, people were very hon—
ored, and ectfad like "What can you do for uis?* ™
she said. "'Il*tevolved Inlo, Thai"s nice, but what
dowe reallyneed? What canwe tel the university
that teachers need? And they"re seeing Doug lake
theirsuggestions beck.””

The Cience Instruction absorbed by teachers la
being Integrated Into the entire curriculum, delud—
ing readingand social xtdlet.

‘One of the reasons 1 was glad locome here b
because science Isa wonderful way togel children
Io start building languege,” said Felicia Lelptlg.
who ta Inher second year aa Derali”s reading spe—
aalist. "'People are beginmiing to Integrate more of
theirday. We"ve got loput Itall r Inan Inte—
grated way. 1"mp ly Ihe bigoest advocate of
Ire - Itsawonderful experience.” )

ven lhe Hudents cet a regular sci—
ence diet. KIndergsnen teacher Katie Brown ex—
plained how she used poems from a reading series
loteachmath conoepts. Lo

WIh Ire poem *‘Crackers snd Cnimbi," she

Crawford Philleo, a kindergarten student at DetuJl Elementary In

Fairbanks, listes to a rcad-aloeig book diwi
dais. TV 5-year-old was Just awarded lhe

Bruce TUIlt, the cwriciduwt specialist al Denali Beewetaxy School In Falrtnaka,

leadshh classof teachers iaa utw adewce Module.

%ave the students plastic bap with crackers and
ad the Ttudentt count and sort tha crackers and
thengraph the reauiits.

For “Nine ThInp 1 Uke To Keep InMy Pock— Yean because someone from Washington

et,” ! dents were given magnetic and nonmsg-
retlc Items and then predicted which would stick
ondifferent surfaces.”

On a recent Friday, bird-graders learmed about

sible lor Ihe sdhool *ssuocess, Hsptrom said.
"This Isalloving 1o be occurring from
the Insick out,™ he aald. ““I"e been Iritated for

neau or the schooll district tellsyou what you have
todo. This project encompass
tive Interms of folks doing the kinds of thinp they
Identifyas Important. That*swhen people getecht-

Ihe after effects on llora and fauna of kst sum— <d.”

mer"s Pedro Dome fire Ina slideshow presentation =

by fifthgrade students Jim Adams and Mike Fink. .

Aftervard, they handled specimens suchas tree
sectios and leaves that students oollected on a
visitto ihe bumed forest.

"0ch, Ihave a stinker bug." one student com— of Ihu— iiirict, " saidNick Stayrook

mented ashe pied Intba tveclmen contairer.
*'Use your magnifying glass," a nearby rtudent

urged.

Mearwhile, fifih-gradera were tuming thdr
dosnstairs classroom Inloa Jugle, C(]TBle with
crepe paper palm tress, a vaterfall of blue paper
stuck 1o the bladdoard, Insects created from
modeling clay, snnkes constructed out of balloons
and papier-mache and a purple flamingo.

Later the sludenla wrote short % about
crash-landing on a desen planet surrounded by the

si%aar]d sounds o their “Jugle.”

li"s reform Ing because parents,
teachers, school staff and students consider them—
selvesmembers of the *Denali family," all respon—

\\/q'exec

The sthool*s scores on ISt spring™s lowa Tests
of Basic Sills bear testimony to tha sdool*s ren-

als<
mlly, Derali ataried below the rest of the
db 1pined substantiallymore than the rest

gram plaming and evaluation for tha Fairbanks
North Star Borough School District.

Cains were posted Ineach grade leel In math

and science. The biggest pbi came In the fourth
rade science soores, which Jumped from 1he BOth
0 Ihe 7ist peraatile.

"When you have a standardised lest like the
lowa Basic to change five to 10 points, something
NonlIfcant Bl'afgung,"Staymokaid.

Use project has reaped other bonuses, said Til-
Hit, theschool s curriculum ipecislist.

I "Onehe d'sql'um(l);"ehelped nIQ%Jl anﬁ
nout,** he said. "Two, ty to

ngslherand fowsourenergiesﬁrmegoodofjﬁn

kics. And three. It’'sfad a positive Impact on the

or Ju—

esa lotol local Initia—

, directorofpro—

his free time In
I*s tarific kid

students, not only Inscienceand maith but on school
Ingereral. They can see the comections between
what we do Inschool and lifecutside school.™

ANCHORAGE"S MOUNTAIN VIEW Elemen—
tary Sdool, a 5-year-old school on the southem *
boundary ol Elmendori Air Force Base, and down—
town Denali Elementary School, the clty"a oldest
sdhool, seetrarsient studertscome and go ona too-

larbesis.
m%Joﬁ] schools faced an explosion In thrir student
(/ijlatim thisyear, with 630 students at Mountain
oo cnls e g

'Some S rtoyear," said Dena—
Ii’s prircipel, Susan Nnoyr?ea “ Hls soool. It
cl week toweek."

"There"s no continuity Ineducation,”” said Mar —
sha Van Ael, a language arts secialist at Moun—
tainView. ""They"re (students) rot at risk because
they cannot do the work. But when they"re here
three months and there three months, there are
pps Intreireducation.”

Transiency puts students such as Mountain
View"s Robert Fel lhauser and Rose Wattson at risk
of failue. Both are studenu In Roger McCo.m-
mon"s sixthgrade cless, a mix of special education
mfm stuoents. Felthauser, 131 said he has at—

eight different el sdhools, while
Watson. I, has kst track of how many schools she
Continuedanpage AS
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has attended but know* she has attended 'more
than Robert.”

They have benefited this year from tha arrival
ol Driverallyol Alaska Anchorage and Alaska Pa—
afic niversity atudeta, all education majors,
who Ettumare benefiting from the opportunity to
work withat-riskkids

The presence of university students help* de—
crease Mountain View"s and Derali*sclass sires, a
district-wice problem for the Anchorage School
Board.

Having more teachers In the classroom "help*
us keep bi lire,” aald Nick Klson, 12, one ol
McCommon®a alxlh graders. "When we*re doing
sorething, there*smore lowatchover us.”

"Sometimes on* teacher can"t go al the v%
around Iheroom, " added hisclassmate, 11-year-
AmlInah ALI-JIITIL.

Multiple teachers can be confusingoocasioral ly,
Watson reports, *“when one teacher Is talking and
mﬁl}twstmsmtalk." iddy, Fel

students adapt ickly, Felthauser
aid: "IF* Jst another pers%Jn In © atari lhe

ce ol It -ihate liswd sni

ol Itr Ml

VWAt <o

SUth-grade student Jason Tkpelman at TBrigag Elementary School, ft, studies

hard during a history lesson.

Tkrpelmaa, like moat TBdgaq students, Is leaming

Inuplat fa the ness bilingual program In thinsmall Point Hope school. A bore, Roger
McCotnmoo, ==sixth-grade teacher al Motmtaia View Elementary School InAn —
chorage, helps student Monica Hoorn witha graph duringa science lemon.

View™* federal Chapter | math and home based
computer Instructor, who works wilh disadvan—
taged sludenla. “"They know Ifthey can ask ques—
tios la private, they"re mors ot 1o raise treir
hands.”

*Soma researchers aay class siredoesn"t make
much of adifference, butatwork time, that*swhen
limake* adifference,"Van Abel *akt "'For a lotof
children. It’s Inportant for them lo know that
someone really care* about me, 1o get one-on-ore
lime, which they may notget during Ihe real of the

Because they are gelling more attention, st
denli are lessapt toact up Inclassand more ot to
leam, Willianssaid.

Bui for Ihe university students, more teachers
may not necessarily be better, tald Kathy Snith,
who Iscoming her teacher"scertificateal UAA.

"l was Ihe first, and as w* gel more and mot*
piactlcum students Itfallssparl. You® re Jstone of
them,"* she said. ""The rapport seems todiminish.”

However, Smith added, the hat observed her fell—
low studants, each of whom uses n different style
and mrihods lo comect with Ihe students, and so
moylic Eshi*tior tohave more.. ™ )

Kids at Mountain View face a tough existence.
Murders, rape and IhoolInp are common occur—

T RSB Wi TR

But atdeta” self-esteem and academic per—
formance have been Improving gradally, |

Scores Trom this fall’s lowa Teats of Basic Xills
were aailable only for the schools” fourth and
sixthgrades. A comparison with lestyear’s scoria
gi;oclatesa drop Inreadingand math Score*al both

S.
ButMoore and MountainVlew®o prircipal. Linda
i because

Black, aald isons are meaningless

of the school** hiigh rateof student trarsiency.
"Matching them from lest fll lothis @lhss not

happened yet." Black aald. ""We lo have

et Information by January.” ;
Student academic Improvement ks showing In

other aress. For example. Mounlui, ! View won lhe

malh derby the lest two yean Ina row, whereat

the school used tocome Inflest, McCommon sold.
Students are beretlilngat well from aslowdown

rt.fiyvg

ItfiIMAd.; lue rtataaag, fsrwfirf, & &
Ihe Wlage rtdire whs cam# w naipq & - hta
facets ol tha t odrur* sanrtau -

:aeigm how tha olddays are," aldar 1 rmw GaUahor*

Mtn-y from the federal grant ksaaed topay the
ekV-n C3 tareweh n= hour'vial.

An elders arival Ina cUasroom brwgi a dra—
matic transformation among other*ue rambunc—
tious Undents.

Whm the ©year-old Gillahom entered the
fourth grade classroon , the xtudents be—
came quiet and quickly pulled tfeir chairs Ina helf-
circlearoundher.

"What you guys want lohear about ataxda®, what
Mod of stories? theaskd

"'0ld-time stories," came Die .

So Gal lahom told them aboul her life ina rein—
e ey hort ool P errerephol

“Every winteewe have tomove 10our camp,” ~
she said. "*We had mukJuks — no boots, no temis
shoe* — caribou sirs, , parky* and ml ligs.
Ws had awpod stmean%argde the firs— noelec—
ric. Wa were b ever)‘ day. We chopped wood
and went hunting (or rabbltaand igan.”

Because there were no gas lamps, "we would
take caribou fat,” Gallahom ald. ""You havs t
gp_ew Itand put It Ina doth and tighl It Il was

ioht.”

redit lor creating the elder visit program goea
In Fart 1o Steve Grudts, who was TIKJgsg™a princi—
pal last year but subsequently relumed to UAF"a
Rural College, where he Isan asociate professor
of crosscullural education

But credit atss goes (0 Connie ComlHuk, an
Ohioan who met Poirt Hope Native Steve Ooml 1tuk
when bothworked InBarrow. After they married,
the Oomlttuki returned to Point Hope o raise treir
family.

Oo%nie OomlItuk, who la working toward her
mester”s ree In curriculun devel

through UAF while eerdng as the elder visit coor—
dinator at TIKJgag, at the school lest year
and was Instrurertal In developing projects that
drew elderstosdool.

Under the eldars”™ guidance, atudertaworked on
a variety of projects, Including building an umiak
— a bearded Sealskin whaling boat — leami
about butchering sealls and making nekiag, or
skinthat kbl vhite.

Students say they llka leamingabout their tradi—
tios fromtheelder*.

""Some of the elders leach ux about our lads,
miey Ell us where logo and stud, like The Kukpuk
R]ver," aaldCalvin Oktol Uk, IS,anl A

Interest among atudenta inschool ktheightened,
and thatmay be leeding lohigher standardised test
SOores

The dxlh and seventh grade clesses, that had
the most Involvement wilh elders kst yean, had
Ihe bi ©ku on lest gring™s lowa Tesla ol
Bask Jalls.

The sixth-graders™ avers© vocabulary soore*
climbed by almost 30 points over a , from
3Brd © t%s&id po'Ie, vhile m}% com ug;i—
tion soores climbed from the lh to the Hat per—

In teacher trarsfers, which used to occur loo regu— catile

larlyat Mountain View.

“At-riskyouth are typically from homes whets
treres a high turmover ol parents,™ said Cable
sum% assistant prolessor of education al
UAA. Is usrd Inhe a sate place. But teach—
erswric tumingover ss festat parental figures.”

Tumover slorxs when teachersare properly pre—
pared for leaching al-rtik children, and to unlver-
«n. Hod--fa and flisi.rt.ir trsrh-n ir- ri-itre

Likewise, lhe severth-graders® average soore*
, Wi'th soores In Ihree categories at or
near the 73th percentile. Vocabulary Increased
(tom the «th to the 37ih ile, while math
cubm-)utatlor‘s row from the JTth to IneMih prrren
t
However, primig Terry Feme urges caution
Ininterpreting the lest score Increases.
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‘W e said, yeah, we ought lo do

m ore exploring inside of school.
Instead of being wedded to som e
boring science textbook, we should
let them discover things for

them selves.

— Sandy llonning,
teacher
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In Fairbanks, uses a magnifying glass

rings help

i|ran lint vniv mU ihbili
pUtjjnf fotxjjf u* p Fyi nde urj) giwu *e
stuuojQJ ~ Turff ngoyfrarw w rjwyYy p-awd
Sunday, December J«. IM , T7w Anchors*. TImae AS
u mentor* it M ouitiln View and Denali.

The Khooli ire using tome of the (rant lo hire
substitute* who till In (or mentor (richer* illow Inf
them to observe other Icechen In action and en-
gage Inleam teaching

“11 has changed my altitude toward teaching,"
aald Katherine O M ara, a kindergarten lcecher al
Denali. "There's do hierarchy but a group ap-

proach, how we can group ouraelvta and Improva

our skills.

find thyself more prepared for everything

that cornea up because of the support around me.

That'e a benefitto the studenu.”

Menloring can encourage new teachers, who

mightotherwise become discouraged, lo remain In
the leaching profession, Tonsm eire said.
“Nationally, half

their

leave In Ihe first four lo five

years because experience la ao rocky,” he

aald. "W a're trying to aetup a system toencourage

them to be succetxful.™*

Veteran teachers Uke Denall'a Mary Doppelfeld
and Paula Hite get a profeaafonal boost knowing
Ihelrexperience U valued by younger teachers and
unlversilytfacully

“1lathe firstlime we've been consultants.” said
leaches second

We llka to feel,

Doppelfeld, a 15-year veteran who

grade. “1l'a a new concept for us.

when we've been in leaching as long aa we have,

thatw tcan m ike a difference.”
“1l'a become a Informa-

two-way exchange ol

tion,” aald Paula Hite, who teaches firs!l-graders

“Atleast Ihay'ra listening when wa aay there's a
need forthis kind of (raining."

And university education officialt are definitely
paying attention. Starlings aald
“Wein highereducation haven't given them the
opportunity to be field," he

“u

leaders In their aald.

‘l'almostas If you have to go off and get a doc-
toral*. Butyou don't

“Thera'sno professionaldevelopmentlisdder for
M oatdon'twantlobe adm it*s-
lo work wllh kids. This

Ihelr lietd

classroom teachers
trelors

— they want la a

way forthem to laei tike experts In To

me, artadjuicl (acuity members.”

TEACHER TRANSIENCY IS aproblem aa wtU

at Tlklgeq Schoolin Point Hope,an Eskimo village

on the edge of Ilhe Chukchi Sea nearly 900 miles

northwestof Anchorage.
Tlklgiq,a craw ling kindergarten lo 12th grade

school which dominates the la

high
aboutthree-fourthsof the school's 21 teachers were
hired

village's center,

plagued arith a annual turnover. Thia fall

newcomers, teachers
from (Xtlilde
The

mostly experienced

barren Arctic environment and Point

Hope's remote location can be overwhelming for

the teachers, buttheircontinual arrival and depar-
ture Isdisruptive losludenls.

Continuity for aiudenU, however, Isprovided by
the village elders to Tlklgag

who com * lo unfold
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“It's a little dangerous to com -
pare groups of kids,” he said.
“It's too small a sampling, and
too many other (actors can at-
frot It.”

Hut Tlktgiui'a scums ran con-
trary to those ot other North
Slope Borough School District
school], which declined over Ihe
post Jouryears, Fennesald

“To say lIhe elders were re-
sponsible lor this,'no," he said
"Buttobelieve Itdidn'twork, no
It gave them more peace, more
concrete experiences. So when It
came lo more theoretical learn-
ing.they were more prepared.”

Studies have shown that
cchoolsachieve the mostgains In
literacy where students are ex-
posed to oral stories and open-
ended discussions, because "you-
need a good oral background be-
fore you can understand the writ-
ten word,” Oom lltuk said.

However, the program could
be more effective If teachers
could better Integrate the elders’
lessons Inlo the curriculum, she
said.

"The thrust of this Is to let
teachers know they have some-
thing else to offer, not Just W est-
ern education,” she said. "The
Ideal would be to have teachers
Incorporate It with the curricu-
lum . But Itlakesa lotofplanning
and lime teachersdon'thave."

In Greg Kingsley's fourth
grade class, for example, stu-
dents drew pictures of a tradi-
tionalstory told recently by elder
Kirk Ovlok Sr. about how a
hunter loses his arrows on the
Ice, and when confronted by a
polar bear, grows a set of tusks
and scares the bearaway

In Dana Bartman's sixth
grade class, two timelines were
taped to the blackboard so stu-
dents could compare Chinese
snd Point Hope civilisations side
by side. .

Although the elder visits have !
the enthusiastic support of the
community, a snag has de-
veloped. Because the elders have
waited nearly two months for
their pay, some art reluctant to
return to TlkIgstj.

“Steve Oruhls made such a
big drat last year, raying ‘'We
value what you have to leach
W e'll pay you. Il'a as Important
=i Western education,” " Oomll-
tuk said. "Now they're not poy-
Ing them . They frel like Ihey're
being taken ndvunlugc ulugoln.”

But the pay snatu should be
cleared up In a week or two,
Grublssold lasi week.

"W e've hod a real hassle with
that," he raid. "One of the prob-
lems wilh federal money Is It has
to go to Juneau first, snd than to
lhe university, to you're dealing
wilh two Urge bureaucracies
Lastyear | was on-slle and able
lo borrow funds until the federal
funds were available.”

Suspicion of educators re-
mains for many In ihe North
Slope village of 600. And wllh
good reason

In the past lhe school was run
by outsiders who tried lo stam p
out all signs of Inuplat culture
Ella Kowunna, who at 17 ycara
has the longest tenure among
Tlklgag's teachers, recalls that
when she was a youngster grow -
ing up In Point Hope, teachers

would Upe stude.ts' mouths shut
for speaking their Native lan-
guage.

Teacher Dorcus Rock rem em -
bers a time when she was In the
aevenlh grade and gave an oral
reportonhersummervicallon

“The class wasrealqulel, and
afterward the teacher, he gave
me an F.," she said. "I went
home and wouldn't come out of
the bathroom, so my uncle got
mad and went to school snd
found out I did itall In Eskimo. |
was bilingual and didn't know It
— 1didn'tknow Il waispeaking
In English or Eskimo."

Ironically, Rock la now the
school's bilingual teacher. In-
structing students in Inuplsq, the
same language theirparents and
grandparents were punished lor
speaking.

Overcoming Ihe villagers' sus-
picion ol school Is difficult, but
the elders' visits appear lo be

making a difference, Oomlltuk

"1 see this program, Ihe whole
goal, of turning the school bock
over lo Ihe community." she
said. "For 100 years, Ihe school
was separate, a domineering
force, and a lot of parents and
grandporents Inschool had nega-
tive experiences. I'm almost
hesitant to say this, but | think
Ihey're taking Il outon the school
now, lor “hat the BIA (Bureau

ol Indian A llsira) did before.
"1 wish they could forgel the
pa.il, but It's a heavy thing to do
to kids."
The students sre learning
from riders oulsido the rinss-
room as well,0om Itluk raid.

“Last year we had a three-

week unit on seals, and we were

preparing sealskin In the class-

room. The smell of rolling seal-
akin Inyourcloairoom laa hravy
thing In do, and we started to
take on the smell

“The girls In dssa cried —
‘How could you do this lo us?’ —
bul when they went home on the
bus one ol the elders noticed Ihe

smell and Just praised them , aay- *30 miles southeast ot An-

complain about the

Insults the anim als." Ilhn school'ssuperintendent

ate] have been hired as resident

the smell.of an anim all*. Rocheleau said. "They're
they've helped us wilh some sub-

we're on lop of things quicker

Edgecumbe High School, Ilia
room and board and

free tuition at the University of
Alaska Southeast's Sitka cam -
pus.

The number of homesick stu-
dents who decide to leave MI,
F.dgrcumbo has Inen cut from 1S
lo 3 this year, he said. "We think
it's a direct result ol that pro-
gram ,"

In addition, M I.'Edgecumbe Is
preparing lo start a future
teacher program lo encourage
Its Native students lo become
teachers, "especially secondary
teachers,” Rocheleau said.
“Alaska has a gap of secondary
teachers, especially N atives."

Currently 1S of M1 'Edge-

cumbe's 213 students srr In the
program

The future teachers will be
traveling lo colleges and to ob-
serve teacher training program s
Innod out of Alaska, R»viw-lrnu
said.

The school also used port of
Its grant money last year lo do
Its first survey of recent gradu-
ates, resulting In some Interest-
ing findings, he said.

"We fuund that 47 pi-rn-nt ol
the graduates were still enrolled
Ina post-secondary Institution, of
which 80percent were Natives."
Rocheleau said. "Thai's a pretty

Impressive statistic.”



Senate Bill No. 79

The critical aspect of this bill lies in Article 4A which encourages local
school boards to infuse environmental education into their existing
general curriculum.

Environmental education is an interdisciplinary program, focused on the
environment, which brings students on a learning path from awareness
to action. Part of the effectiveness of environmental education comes
from the fact that it is not a separate discipline from already existing
disciplines. Instead, it infuses the study of the environment into all
areas of curricula. Environmental education is used to enhance current
disciplines by introducing within these disciplines, a study of the
environment that acts as avehicle for increased environmental
awareness, knowledge and responsibility.

Let's take an example of a fifth grade student who is progressively
studying a stream environment through four different subject areas. First,
within the discipline of language arts, a student can develop a keen
awareness of what the components of the ecosystem are by simply looking
closely and expressing their initial findings in an exploratory walk.

Second, within the discipline of math the student can calculate volume and
velocity of the stream by conducting simple experiments that measure
depth, width and speed of the water. Third, within the discipline of
science, the student builds on the previous studies and, through active
inquiry, gains important knowledge, about the plants and animals
contained within the stream. At this point they can begin to ask and answer
questions such as: Why do the salmon spawn up this stream? Why do they
lay their eggs in this type of stream bottom? What do they eat while in the
stream? What do they breath and where does it come from? Fourth, within
the discipline of social studies, a student takes the awareness and
knowledge they have gained through these studies and practices valuable
problem solving skills, and develops civic and social responsibility
by being posed with imaginary or actual environmental concerns where, if
they were involved in the situation, and given what they have learned about
the stream environment, they would need to weigh alternatives,
consider implications of each alternative, and make decisions on
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AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE JUNEAU OFFICE FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
1411 W 33RD AVENUE 105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302 2118 CUSHMAN STREET
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701
(907) 274-0536 (907) 586-3090 (907) 456-4435

January 30, 1991

To: Senator Sturgulewski, Chair
Members, Senate HESS Committee

Re: SB 79: "An Act relating to a curriculum for

environmental education.”
NEA-Alaska supports the basic concepts in SB 79,
Relative to sub-section 7 on page 2, line 5, it may be appropriate to provide that
all curricular areas in a school district be germane to the annual "District Report
Card To The Public" assessment.
We commend the sponsor and strongly encourage Committee support for Section 2
of this legislation. Heightened awareness and emphasis on environmental
education is critically important to all of us.
Thank you for your consideration of our position.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Manners Don Oberg
Executive Director President

cc: Senator Adams



Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc.

P.O. Box 22151 Juneau, Alaska 99802 007-463-3366

SB 79: Environmental Education Curriculum

Testimony by Linda Franklin, Volunteer for the Alaska Environmental Lobby
February 1, 1991
Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee

It is important to broaden the public’s awareness of environmental issues,
and taking a leadership role in promoting environmentally oriented
education is fundamental to this process.

As students become aware of environmental issues, education can inhance
their understanding of our relationship to the environment.

The future health of the environment is in the hands of today’s children, and
this type of Interdisciplinary education is the kind that lasts a lifetime.

Once again, the Alaska Environmental Lobby strongly supports this
bill, and we urge you to pass it out of committee.

CLEAN AIR COALITION « PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND CONSERVATION ALLIANCE =+ ALASKA CENTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
ALASKA CHAPTER.SIERRA CLUB « JUNEAU GROUP SIERRA CLUB + KNIKGROUP SIERRA CLUB + DENALIGROUP SIERRA CLUB
ANCHORAGE AUDUBON SOCIETY . ARCTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY . DENALICITIZENS COUNCIL . ALASKA FRIENDS OF THE EARTH
JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY . KACHEMAK BAY CONSERVATION SOCIETY KENAIPENINSULA AUDUBON SOCIETY . KODIAK AUDUBON SOCIETY
LYNN CANAL CONSERVATION . SITKA CONSERVATION SOCIETY . NORTHERN ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER
SOUTHEAST ALASKA CONSERVATION COUNCIL . KNIK CANOERS AND KAYAKEfIS
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Senate Engrossed.House aill

ISSUED BY |
State of Arizona _ JIM SHUMMWAY
?H‘i?%é?rinﬁ?}prﬁésﬁ%ﬁt\ﬂ?é SRIRTARY 6F STATE
econd Regular Session
1990

CHAPTER 256
HOUSE BILL 2675

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION, TRANSPORTATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT; ESTABLISHING A
PROGRAM OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION; ESTABLISHING AN ENVIRONMENTAL NUMBER
PLATE FUND; PRESCRIBING CERTAIN FUND PURPOSES; PROVIDING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
NUMBER PLATES AND FEES; PRESCRIBING DEFINITIONS; REQUIRING PUBLIC SCHOOLS
T0 ~ INTEGRATE ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION INTO CURRICULUM;  PRESCRIBING
GUIDELINES ANO AN ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION  INFORMATION RESOURCE  SYSTEM;
PROVIDING ~ FOR AN  ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS;
PRESCRIBING THAT UNIVERSITIES ESTA8LISH AN~ ENVIRONMENTAL  EDUCATION
TRAINING PROGRAM;  ESTABLISHING A DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION FUND; PRESCRIBING CERTAIN FUNO ADMINISTRATION; ESTABLISHING THE
INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION; PRESCRIBING APPOINTMENT,
MEETINGS ~ AND OQUTIES OF THE INTERAGENCY COHMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION; ESTABLISHING THE ARIZONA ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION TASK FORCE;
PRESCRIBING APPOINTMENT, MEETINGS AND DUTIES OF THE ARIZONA ENVIRONMENTAL
EQUCATION TASK FORCE AND THE  CHAIRHAN;  ESTABLISHING AN  ARIZONA
ENVIRONMENTAL  EDUCATION TASK FORCE FUNO; PRESCRIBING IMPLEMENTATION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS; AMENDING TITLE 15, CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 1,
ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, BY ADDING SECTION 15-214; AMENDING TITLE 15,
CHAPTER 7, ARTICLE 1, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, BY ADDING SECTION 15-706;
AHENDING TITLE 15, CHAPTER 10, ARIZONA REYISED STATUTES, BY AQOING ARTICLE
7.1; AMENDING TITLE 15, CHAPTER 13, ARTICLE 2, ARIZONA REYISED STATUTES,
BY ADOING SECTION 15-1643; AMENDING TITLE 28, CHAPTER 3, ARTICLE 1,
ARTZONA REYISED STATUTES, BY AODING SECTION 28-308.08; AMENDING TITLE 49,
CHAPTER 1, ARIZONA REYISED STATUTES, BY ADDING ARTICLE 4; AHENDING SECTION
28-301.03, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, AND PROVIDING FOR A CERTAIN DELAYED

REPEAL DATE.

8e 1t enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Legislative intent

The legislature recognizes that the education of the people in this
state is critical to maintaining the delicate balance among all forms of
life and their environments. It i1s the intent of the legislature that the
public schools, community colleges, state universities and state agencies
provide a continuing awareness of the essential mission to preserve the
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recreation. For these reasons and be-
cause coastal barriers are so vulnera-
ble to damage from erosion and flood,
they are dangerous places to live, ex-
pensive places to insure, and the
wrong places to build.

The Coastal Barriers Resources
System was created 7 years ago to ban
Federal flood insurance, housing
loans, highway grants, and other sup-
port for ecologically harmful develop-
ment in certain coastal barriers. Ac-
cording to the Department of the Inte-
rior, the system has already saved the
Federal Government more than $1 bil-
lion.

The bill before us today reflects 2
years of hearings, meetings, and site
visits conducted by members and staff,
using recommendations provided by
the Department of the Interior as a
starting point. The amendments made
by the bill would add over 750,000
acres of undeveloped coastal barriers
and associated wetlands to the system.
Included in the system, for the first
time, would be almost 30,000 acres
along the shores of the Great Lakes;
65.000 acres in the Florida Keys; over
20.000 acres in Puerto Rico; and 3,700
acres in the Virgin Islands. Hundreds
of thousands of acres of wetlands and
secondary coastal barriers along the
Atlantic and gulf coasts would be
added to the system, as welL

It is important to emphasize that
under the bill, citizens will not be pre-
vented from developing currently un-
developed coastal barriers, but they
will have to do so, not at the risk of
the Federal taxpayer, but at their own
risk and expense.

In closing, | would like to thank the
chairman of the full committee, the
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr.
Jones]; the chairman of the Subcom-
mittee on Oceanography and Great
Lakes, the gentleman from Michigan
[Mr. Hertel]; and the ranking minori-
ty member of our committee, the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. Dauvis];
for their help in bringing this bill to
the floor. | also congratulate the
junior Senator from Rhode Island for
his leadership in gaining approval for
the bill in the other body.

Mr. Speaker, it is not often we come
up with a program that protects the
environment, protects people, and pro-
tects the Federal Treasury, but that}
what the Coastal Barrier Resources
System has been doing for the past 8
years, and that's what this bill will
help us do twice as effectively in the
future.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as 1 may consume.

(Mr. GOSS asked and was given per-
mission to revise and exend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker. |
support of HJL 2840 and urge
adoption.

BLR. 2840 was passed by the House
earlier this year. It is the product of
extensive work by House and Senate
committees, including hearings, site
visits, and consultations with the af-
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fected public. The bill we are address-
ing today contains primarily the
House language with the exception of
small changes made by the Senate.
The members of our committee have
examined these changes and found
them to be acceptable.

H.R. 2840 Is one of those rare pieces
of legislation that help protect the en-
vironment while saving the taxpayers
money. | believe it should be support-
ed by the Members of the House.

Mr. STUDDS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas [Mr. Ortiz],

(Mr. ORTIZ asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | do sup-
port the bill. It is a good bill. I thank
the chairman of the committee, the
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
Studds],

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
H.R. 2840, a hill that may well alfect the lives
of the 2,300 Great Lakes landowners who live
in my district. The reason | know this is be-
cause | contacted every one of them to ex-
plain the Coastal Barrier Resources System
and to ask for their help' in our deliberations.
Because of this, | would like to thank Chair-
men Hertel and Studds for their extraordi-
nary cooperation in seeing that the extension
of the Coastal Barrier Resources System to
this new geographic area is done as fairly and
accurately as possible. Chairman Hertel
should be especially commended for marshal-
ing this bill through the House and seeing that
our interests were protected when the Senate
considered this bilL

The bill before us will Include 33,000 acres
of Great Lakes shoreline and habitat in the
system, of which over 13,000 acres are in my
district alone. In fact, my district will have
more coastal barrier units—36—than any
other in the country, and Michigan will have
more new C8RA areas— 46— than any other
State in the Nation, save Virginia and New
York.

The areas which were not Included m the
bill In many cases were misidentified by the
Department of the Interior because of outdat-
ed maps, unclear aerial photography, and lack
of site visits to verify their eligibility. However,
the included areas represent the Great Lakes'
most fragile coastal shores which are prone to
erosion and flooding caused by severe winter
storms and which serve as important fish and
wildlife habitat

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port the bill as is, which may do much to pro-
tect Federal investments when the GCreat
Lakes rise to record levels again, while pre-
serving a delicate balance for those who live
and work there. Much time and energy ha3
been spent here, especially by Chairman
Hertel, and we should not leave this legisla-
tion unfinished.
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Mr. STUDDS. Mr. Speaker, | have
no further requests for time. Let me
Just assure Members that all the usual
and requisite commendations of Mem -
bers on both sides of the aisle are In-
cluded In the Extensions of Remarks.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, | yield back
the balance of my time.
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Mr. STUDDS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
Mazzoli). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Massachusetts [Mr. Studds] that the
House suspend the rules and concur in
the Senate amendments to the bill,
H.R, 2840.

The question was taken and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the
Senate amendments were concurred
in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION ACT

Mr. JONTZ. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker table the Senate bill (S,
3176) to promote environmental edu-
cation. and for other purposes, and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the
Senate bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is
there objection to the request of the
gentleman from Indiana?

Mr. GOODLING. Reserving the
right to object, Mr, Speaker, | will not
object, .and | take this time only to
allow the gentleman to explain his
motion.

Mr. JONTZ. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. GOODLING. | yield to the gen-
tleman from Indiana.

Mr. JONTZ. Mr. Speaker, | would be
happy to explain.

This is the National Environmental
Education Act, S. 3176. This is a re-
vised version of the legislation which
passed this House on Friday, Septem-
ber 28.

S. 3176 would establish an Office of
Environmental Education within the
EPA to administer and coordinate the
Federal Government3 environmental
education contributions.

The bill establishes an environmen-
tal education and training program for
teacher training In the development
and delivery of environmental educa-
tion programs.

The bill also establishes an environ-
mental educational grant program to
support activities of local school sys-
tems, colleges, and public broadcasting
organizations.

In addition, this legislation would es-
tabish college-level environmental In-
temships in Federal agencies and
would establish a National Environ-
mental Education and Training Foun-
dation. -\,

The bill authorizes $12 million for J',
each fiscal year 1992 and 1993, $13 mil- (J
lion for fiscal year 1994, and $14 mfl-rt
lion for fiscal year 1995 and 1996 for \
the EPA and the Foundation for thesjzs
activities.

Mr. Speaker. | want to take a v
moment first of all to thank my col- £
league on the Education and Labor
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'In the end, environmental education noails
down .to a simple yet profoundly important
imperative: preparing ourselves for life and
all its surprises in the next century. When
the 21st century rolls around, it will not be
enough for a few specialists to know what is
going on while the rest of us wander around
In ignorance*

- Wiliam K. Reilly, Administrator
US. Environmental Protection Agency





