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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY SENATOR COLLINS 

Introduced: 2/12/92
Referred: Health, Education and  Social Services

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act creating the Alaska school counseling program grant fund."

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 * Section 1. PURPOSE. It is the purpose of this Act to

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  394

4 (1) provide a comprehensive counseling program to public school students in grades K-

5 12;

6 (2) implement and expand the model school counseling program developed and piloted

7 by the Department of Education as a result of recommendations of the Governor’s Interim Commission
►

8 on Children and YouVh;

9 (3) create a fund for providing financial aid to school districts specifically for the purpose

10 of implementing and expanding the model A]aska School Counseling Program.

11 * Sec. 2. AS 14.07.020(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

12 (15) administer the grants awarded under AS 14.30.750.

13 * Sec. 3. AS 14.30 is amended by adding a new section to read:

14 ARTICLE 10. ALASKA SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM GRANT FUND.

SB0394a -1-
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1 Sec. 14.30.750. ALASKA SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM GRANT FUND, (a)

2 The Alaska school counseling program grant fund is established. The fund consists of legislative

3 appropriations and public or private donations made for the purpose of the fund.

4 (b) The department may make grants from the fund to eligible districts in the public

5 school system for a counseling program in grades K-12. The department may not award

6 (1) more than $50,000 to a school district in a single fiscal year;

7 (2) a grant to a school district under this section for more than three consecutive

8 fiscal years; or

9 (3) a grant to a school district that is greater than 80 percent of a grant awarded

10 to that district under this section in the preceding fiscal year.

11 (c) In this section,

12 (1) "counseling program" means personnel and materials, including professional

13 training in counseling program delivery, and in the use of counseling materials;

14 (2) "school district" has the meaning given in AS 14.30.350.

SB 394 -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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P O S I T I O N  P A P E R :  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N

Division Educational Program Support_____________ __Bill Number SB 394________

Bill Title Creating the School Counseling Program Grant Fund._____________________

Sponsor Sen. Collins____________________________________________________ '

Position Statement: Explain briefly what the bill does, its impacts and Department's 
position, i.e., a) support, b) do not support, c) neutral or d) oppose.

The Department is neutral on this bill, as long as no additional financial burden is placed 
on school districts and local decision making remains intact.

APPROVED:

Direcior Ed Westlund_____________________ Division Educational Program Support



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

During Session 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
(907) 465-2828

During Interim 
3111 C Street, Suite 540 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(907) 561-2040

S e n a to r  V i r g in ia  C o l l in s

S B  3 9 4

A l a s k a  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l i n g  P r o g r a m  G r a n t  F u n d

S B  394 c r e a t e s  t h e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l i n g  P r o g r a m  G r a n t  
F u n d  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a n d  p u b l i c  a n d  
p r i v a t e  d o n a t i o n s .

S B  394  a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  m a k e  
g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e * ,  f u n d  t o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  a  c o u n s e l i n g  
p r o g r a m  i n  g r a d e s  K  t h r o u g h  1 2 .  I t  p l a c e s  t h r e e  l i m i t a t i o n s  
o n  t h e  a w a r d i n g  o f  t h e s e  g r a n t s :  ( 1 )  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0
m a y  b e  g i v e n  t o  a n y  d i s t r i c t  i n  o n e  y e a r ;  ( 2 )  a  d i s t r i c t  m a y  
n o t  r e c e i v e  a  g r a n t  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s ;  
a n d ,  ( 3 )  a  g r a n t  m a y  n o t  b e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  80 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
p r i o r  y e a r ' s  g r a n t .

S B  394  r e s u r r e c t s  l a s t  y e a r ' s  S B  1 95  w h i c h  w a s  v e t o e d  b y  
t h e  g o v e r n o r .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  
u n d e r m i n e d  l o c a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d s '  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p r i o r i t i z e  
e d u c a t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e s  a n d  t h a t  i t  p l a c e d  o n  t h e m  a d d i t i o n a l  
f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n s .

T h e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l i n g  P r o g r a m  G r a n t  F u n d  i s  
i n t e n d e d  t o  a t t r a c t  p r i v a t e  m o n i e s  f o r  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  
s o c i a l  i l l s  a n d  t o  b e  c o n s o n a n t  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  d e s i r e  t o  
d r u m  u p  m o r e  l o c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  c o m m u ­
n i t i e s  w a n t  t o  h a v e .  I t  w i l l  n e i t h e r  b u r d e n  n o r  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  l o c a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d s .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  m o r e  c l e a r l y  c o m m u n i ­
c a t e d  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  a n d  I  h o p e  i t  h a s  a l l a y e d  h i s  c o n ­
c e r n s .

W i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t e e n  p r e g n a n c y ,  d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  
a b u s e ,  a n d  s u i c i d e  a m o n g  A l a s k a  y o u t h ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  
C o u n s e l i n g  P r o g r a m  i m p l e m e n t s  a  m o d e l  p r o g r a m  t h a t  h a s  r e ­
c e i v e d  s u p p o r t  a n d  h a s  c l a i m e d  s u c c e s s  i n  t h i r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s .

S B  394  w i l l  h e l p  i n  e x t e n d i n g  t h i s  u n b e a t a b l e  p r o g r a m  
t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .

@  PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



A l a s k a  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l i n g  P r o g r a m  
G r a n t  F u n d  

S B  394

T h e  Alaska School Counseling Program is a new approach to providing counseling 
services in Alaska's schools. It is a curriculum based student oriented program 
— an integral part of the total education program. The program is designed to 
reach all students and to provide them with the skills they need for success in 
school, work and society.

T  welve Alaskan school counselors and administrators, with the help of the 
Department of Education and a national leader in counseling, developed a 
model counseling program for Alaska in 1988. In 1989 the program was piloted, 
implementing and testing the model. In 1990, the second year of piloting, 34 
sites located, in 12 school districts participated.
The program has been expanded for the 1991-92 school year bringing four 
additional school districts aboard. At this time 16 of the 54 Alaska School 
Districts are participating, representing large, small, urban and rural districts in 
cities, boroughs, and REAAs. The model works!

T h e  Department of Education has been able to use their Carl Perkins Vocational 
Education Grant funding to assist with this activity over the past three years. 
The approximately $100,000 per year has been able to get the program designed 
and field tested but is not adequate to provide the start-up costs that are needed 
across the state. These federal funds are limited and directed primarily at 
secondary programs, leaving out a great portion of Alaskan students grades K-12 
who would benefit from a comprehensive, high quality, student support service
SB 394 addresses a grant program to be set up in the Department of Education. 
Funds from this account would be used to assist interested districts in:

1) beginning a model counseling program,
2) restructuring an existing counseling program to the model, and/or
3) furthering the model program throughout their district.

Training of personnel is the major expense. It has taken three (3) years to reach all 
or part of 16 districts. SB 394 grants would assist districts, who voluntarily 
choose to participate, up to a three year period. The purpose is not to pay 
personnel for 3 years and then drop the district, but to help a district make the 
transition. Once schools have the curriculum-based counseling program in 
place it will be a basic component of the education program and supported as 
such.

The  Alaska School Counseling Program grew out of a need identified by the 
Governor's Interim Commission on Children and Youth.

Prepared on behalf of Alaska School Counselor Association
By Wanda J. Cooksey 

586-9073
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OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

WALTER/. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

GOLDBELTPLACE 
801 WEST 10TH STREET 
P.O. BOX F
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0500

A schoo l  c o u n s e l i n g  program touches a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  p a r en t s  and p r o s p e c t i v e  
emp lo y e r s .  The schoo l  c o u n s e l o r  p l a y s  a c r i t i c a l  r o l e  in e n s u r i n g  a l l  
s t u d en t s  g radua te  and po sse s s  competenc ies t o  become high q u a l i t y  wo rke r s  
in t h e i r  chosen f i e l d s ,  a c t i v e  members in o u r  d emoc ra t i c  s o c i e t y  and 
n u r t u r i n g  p a r e n t s  o f  the  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n .

In o u r  v i s i o n  o f  gu idance and c o u n s e l i n g ,  schoo l  c o u n s e l o r s  f u n c t i o n  as 
p r o a c t i v e  p a r t n e r s  in the  e duca t i o na l  r e fo rm  movement. C o un s e l o r s  a r e  
s t r a t e g i c a l l y  p o s i t i o n e d  t o  h e lp  s tuden t s  overcome d i s a b l i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  
p e r s o n a l ,  and s o c i a l  p rob lems and to  equ ip  them w i th  s k i l l s  t o  mee t  the 
c h a l l e n g e s  o f  a r a p i d l y  changing w o r l d .  During i n d i v i d u a l  p l a n n in g  
s e s s i o n s  w i th  s tu d en t s  and p a r e n t s ,  c o u n s e l o r s  emphas ize  the im po r t ance  o f  
r i g o r o u s  academic and v o c a t i o n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n .  Through the gu idance 
c u r r i c u lum  de s c r i b e d  in t h i s  gu ide ,  c o u n s e l o r s  r each  a l l  s t u d e n t s  and h e lp  
them t o  a c q u i r e  e s s e n t i a l  s k i l l s  f o r  succeed ing in scEool  work and l i f e .

The A la ska  Schoo l C oun se l ing  Program i s  des igned as  a model t o  be 
t a i l o r e d  t o  meet  the v a r y i n g  needs o f  s tu den t s  in a wide a r r a y  o f  schoo l 
d i s t r i c t s .  I t  i s  n o t  i n tended  to  be manda to ry ;  i t s  use i s  a s  a map to  
guide schoo l  d i s t r i c t s  in s t r e n g th en in g  e x i s t i n g  programs and c r e a t i n g  new 
ones where none e x i s t s .  The program i s  o rg an i z ed  in such a way as  t o  
promote e f f e c t i v e  and e f f i c i e n t  use o f  r e s ou r c e s  and to  p r o v id e  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  F u r t h e r ,  i t  emphasizes the need f o r  s t a f f  deve lopment  so 
c o u n s e l o r s ,  a c h i i n i s t r a t o r s , and o t h e r  s t a f f  manbers c o n t i n u a l l y  improve 
d e l i v e r y  o f  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  impact s tu d en t  pe r fo rmance .

The A la ska  School  C oun se l in g  Program i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with ou r  s t a t e ' s  most  
ba s ic  b e l i e f s  abou t  academic e x c e l l e n c e ,  p a r e n ta l  i n v o l v em en t ,  r e s p e c t  f o r  
c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y ,  and p r i d e  in s e l f  and work .  My own background in 
gu idance and c o u n s e l i n g  t e l l s  me t h i s  i s  a model f o r  a high q u a l i t y  
program. Implement ing t h i s  comprehensive  approach w i l l  have p o s i t i v e  and 
l a s t i n g  b e n e f i t s  f o r  o u r  A la skan c h i l d r e n .



April 14, 1992

Alecia Lybrand, President 
Alaska School Counselor Association 
c/o Bering Strait School D istrict 
P. O. Box 225 
Unalakleet, AK 99684

The Honorable Georgianna Lincoln 
House of Representatives 
Juneau, AK 99684

Dear Representative Lincoln

I am writing on behalf of the Alaska School Counseling Association 
to ask for your continued support for the Alaska School Counseling 
Grant Fund legislation Senate Bill #394.

i
As President of ASCA and a rural school itinerant counselor, I 
understand first-hand the need to expand counseling services to 
Rural Alaskan Communities, I believe by supporting SB #394 with 
the accompanying fiscal note we can hasten this process.

The Alaska School Counseling Program is currently being used in 16 
school districts across the state. It was piloted for three years and 
it works! Passage of SB #394 w ill allow additional districts to 
implement this successful program.

You have supported us in this endeavor in the past and we appreciate 
that support and would like to ask for your help again with this bill.

A lecia Lybrand 
Counselor
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F a ir b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D ist r ic t

P.O. Box 71250 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1250 (907)452-2000

Hunter Elementary School 
1630 GiUam W ay 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
(907) 456-5775

A p r i l  1 4 ,  1 9 9 2

R e p ,  G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t i v e  L i n c o l n ,

I  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 9 4 ,  A  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l i n g  
I n c e n t i v e  G r a n t  F u n d ,  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  h e l p  r u r a l  A l a s k a  
o b t a i n  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l i n g  p r o g r a m s .  T h e s e  
p r o g r a m s  a s s e s s  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  
w o r k  f r o m  t h e  p r e v e n t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o  h e l p  y o u n g  p e o p l e  m a k e  
g o o d  c h o i c e s ' a n d  d e c i s i o n s .  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 9 4  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  
g r a n t  f u n d  t o  h e l p  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  g e t  s t a r t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  n o  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l i n g  p r o g r a m  a l r e a d y  i n  
p l a c e .

T o  h e l p  a l l  t h e  y o u t h  o f  A l a s k a ,  p l e a s e  v o t e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  
b i l l .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r - y o u r  s u p p o r t .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  '

71 o o t^  / 7  0-0L
R o b b i  N a d e a u  
S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r



T h e  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  C o u n s e l i n g  P r o g r a m

f o r m ,  ;; v';

A l a s k a  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s

This guide was developed by a statewide task force of school counselors and administrators of education. Alaska State Board of Education endorsed this document as the State Guide for Alaska School Counseling Programs at their regular meeting, May 2, 1989.. ..v 7 "*•
. . This publica'ion is rioc copyrightcd; any or all sections may be duplicated. After an initial free distribudon to authorized institutions, additional copies may bi purcnascd for S5.00 from the Alaska'Department of Educadon, Office of Adulc and Vocational Education, PÛM'and-Office of. Basic Education. For. additional information, please call the Counseling Coordinator ac (907) 465-2841.

Alaska  D epartm ent  of e d u c a t io n , 
O ffice  o f  a d u l t  a n d  v o c a t io n a l  Ed u c a t io n

P.O. BOX F 
Juneau, A la ska  99811



A c h ie v e  e d u c a t io n a l

.. .... . . ...- . . # .. . . v , . ; v .. .♦

A L A S K A  S C H O O L  C O U N S E L I N G•:>V: • >

P R O G R A M  D E F I N I T I O N  f

v _ : .........................

S c h o o l c o u n s e lin g  is  an  in te g r a l part b : the to ta l e d u c a tio n a l p rogram . 
It is  d e v e lo p m e n ta l b y  d e s ig n -a n d  in c lu d e s  seq u e n tia l^ a c tiv it ie s  
o r g a n iz e d  a n d  im p ^ m e n te d  b y  certified  s c h o o l c o u n se lo r s  w ith  the  
s u p p o r t  o f  teach ers, a d m in istra to rs , s tu d e n ts , a n d  p a ren ts. A  sc h o o l  
c o u n s e lin g  p ro g ra m  sh a ll d e liv e r  ser v ice s  in  fo u r  areas:

1. P e r so n a l a n d  C areer D e v e lo p m e n t  C u rr ic u lu m
2. I n d iv id u a l  S tu d e n t  P la n n in g
3. R e s p o n s iv e  S e r v ic e s
4. S y s e m  S u p p o r t

T h e  p ro g ra m  a d d r e sse s  th e  n e e d s  o f a ll s tu d e n ts  b y  h e lp in g  th em  to: 

• A c q u ir e  a n d  a p p ly  k n o w le d g e  o f  s e l f  an d  o th ers .

•'"."Develop c o m p e te n c ie s  m  career/lire  p la n n in g .  

su c c e ss .

T h e  p h i l o s o p h y  s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  th e  Alaska School Counseling Program Guide b e s t  s ta te s  th e  
c h a n g e  i n  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  p r o g r a m .

Counseling in the school setting has evolved through recognition that individuals liv ing  
in a dynamic, complex society benefit most from the broad range of learning experiences.
Such experiences prepare them to lead productive lives characterized by feelings of self 
worth. Ind iv idual acquisition of knowledge and skills has been and w ill continue to be a 
major goal of public education. In  addition, parallel efforts to assist students to grow 
socially and emotionally as well as intellectually and physically are essential. Guidance 
processes are designed to assist individuals w ith total development on a K-12 basis. The 
school counseling program is preventive rather than remedial in nature. I t  complements 
the core instructional offerings and involves a cooperative effort among counselors, 
administrators and classroom teachers.
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STRUCTURAL AND . ;
P R O G R A M  C O M P O N E N T S

T h e  sta te  p la n  fo r  sc h o o l c o u n se lin g  p r o g ra m s h a s  tw o  m ajor p a rts  
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W A U T t R  J. HlCKEu
CG'/CSNCh

S  X A X E  o  I** A  _
Office op '•he scvcrmcr 

J U N E a U

June 24, 1991

The Honorable R ichard  E lia so n  
P re s id e n t  of th e  S enate  
P.O. Box V 
Juneau , AK 99811

Dear P re s id e n t  E lia so n :

Under th e  a u t h o r i t y  of a r t .  I I ,  s e c .  15, o f th e  Alaska 
C o n s t i tu t io n ,  I have vetoed  Senate  B i l l  No. 195.

S enate  B i l l  195 would c r e a t e  a fund to  p ro v id e  f in a n c i a l  a id  to  
.chool d i s t r i c t s  f o r  th e  purpose of im plem enta tion  and expanding 
M aska School C ounseling  program s.

School d i s t r i c t s  a l r e a d y  have th e  a u t h o r i t y  to  fund co u n se lin g  
p r o j e c t s  as th ey  see  f i t .  Our school boards a re  p ro p e r ly  charged 
w ith  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p r i o r i t i z i n g  th e s e  e x p e n d i tu re s .

L audable as th e  g o a ls  of t h i s  b i l l  may be i t  would, in  e f f e c t ,  
undermine th e  schoo l b o a r d 's  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of p r i o r i t i z i n g  
e d u c a t io n  e x p e n d i tu re s .

S in c e re ly

W alter J /^ r f ic k e l  
Governor




