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LETTER OF INTENT TO SB 331

It is the intent of the Legislature that the Department of Education 
and the Special Education Service Agency implement the 
recommendations contained in the Division of Legislative Audit 
report entitled "Department of Education; Special Education Service 
Agency" dated November 13,-1991 (Audit Control #05-1397-92). 
The recommendations are:

1) The Department of Education ind the Special Education Service 
Agency should work together to develop formal procedures to 
identify when a school district is no longer eligible to receive 
Special Education Service /gency  services and to provide a proper 
transition for its students;

2) The Special Education Service Agency Board of Directors should 
amend the agency's by-laws to make the Administrator of Special 
and Supplemental Services within the Department of Education a 
permanent member of the Board; and

3) The Department of Education and the Special Education Service 
Agency Board should continue to look at more efficient methods of 
providing related services to low-incidence handicapped students.

The Special Education Seivice Agency shall submit a report on the 
status of imptementing^these recommendations to the Eighteenth

Senator'Pat Pourchot 
Co-Chair
Senate Finance Committee

 -i---------------- ----------- ------------
Senator Jalmar Kerttula 
Co-Chair
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e
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ANALYS IS :

SESA s funding is based on $85 for each special education student 
in average daily membership, or the equivalent of 21 of the funds 
appropriated for special education, which ever is greater. The 
FY93 count to determine SESA's funds is 18,903 which results in an 
entitlement of $1,602,608. An increment of $87,975 would be required 
to fully fund SESA in FY93 per AS 14.30.650. If special education 
enrollment continues to increase annually, as it has uone historically 
there will be additional fiscal implications. ' ’
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SENATE BILL NO. 331 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY SENATOR ZHAROFF

Introduced: 1/13/92
Referred: HES, Finance

A BILL 

FO R AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act extending the special education service agency; and providing for an effective

2 date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section I. AS 44.66.010(a)( 14) is amended to read:

5 (14) Special Education Service Agency (AS 14.30.600) - June 30, 1995 [1992];

6 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

SB0331a -1-
New T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

SB 331
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M E M O R A N D U M

ID : R ep resen ta tiv e  M ike N avarre , C o-C hair
R epresen tative  E ileen  M acL ean, C o-C hair 
H ouse F inance

FROM: Senator Fred F.

DATE: A pril 9, 1992

SUBJ: Scheduling o f SB 331

This m em o is to request the scheduling of SB 331, "An A ct ex tending  the 
Special E ducation  Service A gency; and provid ing  for an effective date." 
SB 331 m oved out o f the H ouse HESS C om m ittee w ith 5 do passes and 2 
no recom m endations on A pril & and has a fu rth er referral to House 
F in a n c e .

This bill sim ply ex tends the Special E ducation Service A gency (SESA ) for 
an o th er three years and w ould m ake the su n se t date for the agency 
June 30, 1995.

The SESA w as created in 1986 and, in my opinion, has proven itse lf to 
be a valuable  tool in the delivery  o f special education  serv ices to school 
d is tric ts  th roughou t the state. This will be the third sunse t rev iew  and 
ex tension  considera tion  since the creation  o f SESA .

I would also like to request that SESA 's execu tive d irecto r, Chris 
R obinson  (phone num ber 562-7372), be allow ed to p a rtic ipa te  in the 
hearing  v ia  te leco n fe ren ce  from A nchorage.

B a c k - u p  information is attached. T h a n k  y o u  for you r  consideration of

this request.

A tta c h  m e n ts



P O S I T I O N  P A P E R :  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N

Division E d u c a t io n a l P rogram  SuDDort Bill Number SB 331

Bill Title -̂ n A c t e x te n d in g  th e  s p e c ia l e d u c a t io n  s e rv ic e  agency ; and p ro v id in g  
an e r x e c t iv e  aace . “  “

Sponsor S ena to r Z h a r o f f_________________________________________________________

Position Statement: Explain briefly what the bill does, its impacts and 
Department's position, i.e., a) support, b) do not support, c) neutral or d) oppose.
SR 331 e x te n d s  th e  S p e c ia l E d u c a t io n  S e rv ic e  Agency (SESA) th ro ugh  June 
30 , 1995. T h is  w i l l  e n a b le  SESA to  c o n t in u e  to  p ro v id e  s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s  
w i t h  th e  o u tre a c h  s e r v ic e s  n e ce ssa ry  to  e nsu re  th a t  low  in c id e n c e  hand icapped 
c h i ld r e n  r e c e iv e  an a p p ro p r ia te  s p e c ia l  e d u c a t io n  p rog ram .

The D epa rtm en t o f  E d u c a t io n  s u p p o r ts  th e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  the  S p e c ia l 
E d u c a t io n  S e rv ic e  Agency .

APPROVED:

Director Ecw in E. W es tlu nd Division E d u c a t io n a l Program Supp o r t

Signature _____________T a te  1 - -I A-

i e  g. £ m r  :  (j c  n ____________Commissioner/Deputy.

Signature
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F O R  S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  
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T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r e d  F. Z h o r o f f  "'ST
F .0. B o x  V
Rm. 121 • ;;
C a p i t a l  B ldg.
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Z h o r o f f :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  as P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  of S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  (A A A S E )  in  s u p p o r t  of the 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y  ( S E S A ) . A t  
o u r  F a l l  c o n f e r e n c e ,  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  v o t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  to s u p p o r t  
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of SESA. T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  of s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  
a r e  v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of t h e  s c o p e  a n d  q u a l i t y  of 
s e r v i c e s  S E S A  p r o v i d e s  t o  o u r  l o w  i n c i d e n c e  h a n d i c a p p e d  s t u d e n t s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a .  W i t h o u t  t h e s e  v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e s  
m a n y  of o u r  r u r a l  h a n d i c a p p e d  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  r e m a i n  
in  t h e i r  h o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s .

If y o u  n e e d  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  v e r y  
i m p o r t a n t  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  i s s u e  p l e a s e  fe e l  f r e e  to c a l l  m y  
o f f i c e  at  8 4 2 - 5 2 8 7 x 3 1 6 .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

M a r k  A. V i n g o e ,  P u p i l  S e r v i c e s  D i r e c t o r  
S o u t h w e s t  R e g i o n  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

P r e s i d e n t
A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  for S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n
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