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IN  T H E  LEG ISLA TU R E O F  TH E STA TE O F  A LA SK A  

SEV EN TEEN TH  LEG ISLA TU R E - FIRST SESSIO N  

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES NAVARRE, GJPhillips, BJTavis j

A B IL L
i
i

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D  j
t
i

"A n  A ct re la tin g  to  lig h tin g  eq u ip m e n t re q u ire d  on a  school b u s ; a n d  p ro v id in g  fo r  a n  ;
i

effec tive  d a te ."
i j

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :
i

* S e c tio n  1. AS 28.05 .104(b) is am ended to read: i

(b) T he D epartm ent o f  E ducation, in coord ination  w ith the D epartm ent o f  P ub lic  Safety , !

shall

(1) estab lish  equipm ent requirem ents fo r each type o f  school bus that is u sed  to 

transport schoo l ch ildren  to o r from  a public school; equipm ent requirem ents m ust include  tw o  

a l te rn a t in g  r e d  fla sh in g  ligh ts  a tta c h e d  to  th e  s to p  a rm , a  w h ite  s tro h e  lig h t a t ta c h e d  to  th e  

ro o f  o f  th e  schoo l b u s  a n d  n o t m o re  th a n  six  feet fro m  th e  r e a r  o f  th e  schoo l b u s , in terio r 

flam m ability  standards, num ber and location o f  em ergency  exits, seat-back  heigh t and padding  

requ irem en ts , and seat be lt standards;

(2) at least tw ice each calendar year, inspect each school bus fo r com pliance  with 

th is subsection ; and
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(3) m ain tain  a  record  o f  each  accident invo lv ing  a school bus o r o ther vehicle 

transporting  school ch ild ren  that is ow ned, leased, o r p rov ided  under con tract to a  school d istric t 

o r  reg ional educational a ttendance area; the record  m ust include  the date  o f  the accident, a list
I

o f  persons in jured , w hether the p e rso n ’s in ju ry  occurred  w ith in  the school bus, and each  type o f  

in jury .

* Sec. 2 . S C H O O L  BU S R E N O V A T IO N , (a) The D epartm en t o f  E ducation  shall re im burse  each 

school d istric t fo r  the in itia l co st incurred  by each  school d istric t betw een January  1, 1991, and 

N ovem ber 1, 1991, o f  ob tain ing  and insta lling  stop arm  ligh ts and ro o f  strobe ligh ts requ ired  by 

AS 28 .05 .104(b), as  am ended in  sec. 1 o f  this Act. R eim bursem ent m ay no t exceed  $150  fo r each stop 

arm  renovation , $175  fo r each  ro o f  renovation , and  shall be sub jec t to  approval by the D epartm en t o f 

Education .

(b) T he  requ irem en t con ta ined  in AS 28.05.104(b), as am ended  in sec. 1 o f  th is A ct, that a w hite  

strobe ligh t a ttached  to  the  ro o f  o f  the school bus m ust be n o t m ore  than six  fee t from  the rea r o f  the 

school bus, does n o t apply  to a school bus that has a w hite strobe ligh t a lready  a ttached  to the ro o f  o f  ! 

the school bus on N ovem ber 1, 1991.

* Sec. 3 . T h is A c t takes effec t N ovem ber 1, 1991.
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F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date: 2/21/93______

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1 9 9 1  L F G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Title: Equipment requ ired  on a school
bus

Sponsor: Navarre

Requestor: House T ransporta tion

Department Affected: 
BRU: K-12 Support

B I L L  N O .  C S H B 8 5  ( F I N )

E d u c a t i o n __________________________________________________

Component: Pupil T ransporta tion

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 | FY 97 i
PERSONAL SERVICES 1 1
TRAVEL 1 1
CONTRACTUAL 1 1
SUPPLIES 1 1
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES

'GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 173.7 -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 -  1

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 173.7 -0 - . -0 - -0 - 1 0 1 1 0 1

FEDERAL FUNDS I 1 1
OTHER 1
TOTAL 1

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) 

See a ttached

Prepared By: Romavne Kareen_______ i l l  / /  „ /  Phone: 465-2865
Division: Education Finance & SupporfA/, '  / X  oate: 2/? 1 / Q1

A D ^ ^ . /
Approved by Commissioner: Steve H o le , Acting Commissioner_____________________
Agency: Education____________________________________   Da;e: 2/21/91

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance. Legislative Sponsor. Requestor. OMB. & Impacted Agency(ies). 
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This f i s c a l  note is  updated to r e f l e c t  revised estimates provided to the 
department by school d i s t r i c t s  f o r  the number o f  Stop Arm Strobes needed 
under HB85.

iI

Roof Mount S t r o bes: Stop Arm Strobes:
630 buses X $175 = $110,250 423 buses X $150 = $63,450
Total estimated FY92 cost : $173,700



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  N a v a r r e

Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee 

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-3779

April 2, 1991

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: All members, House Finance Committee

FROM: Representative Mike Naval

SUBJECT: House Bill 85, “ An Act relating to strobe light equipment on a 
school bus; and providing for an effective date.’"

House Bill 85 addresses a long overdue safety issue involving school buses. The 
legislation requires the installation of two flashing strobe lights on the stop arm, and a 
white strobe light at least six feet from the rear of the bus. The increased visibility 
afforded by this additional equipment will without question offer a greater measure of 
safety for the school children of Alaska.

HB 85 provides funding for the initial installation of the required strobes. The 
Department of Education will require proper documentation from the school districts for 
reimbursement.

There are approximately 940 school buses throughout Alaska. Some districts have 
part of the required equipment, some have none of the safety strobes. The revised 
fiscal note for HB 85 is $ 173,700.00.

Deadline for completion of the installation of the safety strobes will be November 1,
1991. In conversations with personnel from some of the larger school districts, this 
deadline appears to be workable.

I respectfully urge your support for this important safety measure.

^  DISTRICT 5
34824 K-Beach Road • Soldotna, Alaska 99669 • (907)262-7842

DISTRICT 5

Ci
P R I N T E D  O N  R E C Y C L E D  P A P E R



D EPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION /
OOLDBELTPLACE 
001 WEST 10TH STREET 
P.O. BOX F
JUNEAU, ALASKA 90811-0500OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

February 27 ,  1991

The Honorable M1ke Navarre 
Alaska State Representative 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
Dear Representative Navarre:
Re: CSHB 85 (T ranspo r ta t ion ) "An Act r e l a t i n g  to strobe l i g h t  equipment

requ i res  on a school bus; and providing f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  date ."
Pursuant to conversat ions yesterday between Tom Ackerly o f  your s t a f f  and 
Romayne Kareen o f  mine, the Department o f  Education o f f e r s  the fo l lowing 
comments regarding CSHB 85 (T ranspo r ta t ion ):
1 .  The in ten t  o f  th is  l e g i s l a t i o n  1s to require that ex is t ing  public 

school buses be r e t r o f i t t e d  with stop arm and ro o f  mounted strobe 
l i g h t s  by November 1 ,  1991. Funds would be appropriated to cover 
the cos t  o f  I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  strobes on school buses that are not 
a l ready required by contract to be so equipped. We agree with the 
In ten t o f  the b i l l  and support accompanying funding (the f i s c a l

2 .  An a l t e rn a t i v e  to the f i s c a l  note would be f o r  the department to 
reimburse d i s t r i c t s  a t  the rates spec i f ied 1n the b i l l  using the 
cu r rent appropria t ion l e v e l .  I f  th is  1s the a l t e rn a t iv e  chosen by 
the Leg is la tu re ,  the f i s c a l  note should be zeroed out and the 
l e g i s l a t i o n  passed.

3 .  We have no ob ject ion to the Leg is la tu re  speci fy ing that strobe 
l i g h t s  be Included in equipment requirements estab lished by the 
department. Current equipment requirements, known as Minimum 
Standards f o r  Alaska School Buses, are contained In publicat ions 
referenced in 4 AAC 27 .110 .
The department w i l l  be rev is ing  the standards to incorporate 
requirements o f  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 1 0 4 (b ) ( 1 )  and recommendations o f  the 11th 
National Conference on School Transportat ion , The revised standards 
w i l l  apply to school buses manufactured a f t e r  March 1 ,  1992. A 
committee comprised o f  school bus con t rac to rs ,  school d i s t r i c t  
administ ra tors and department s t a f f  w i l l  meet during September, 1991 
to recommend sp ec i f i c  rev is ions  to standards , strobe l ig h ts  In stop 
arms and on roo f tops  o f  school buses may o r  may not be recommended

note )

05 £1LH



Represen ta tive Navarre Page Two February 27 , 1991

by the committee. Passage o f  CSHB 85 (T ranspo r ta t ion ) would require 
inclus ion o f  strobe l ig h ts  1n the standards.
4 .  The department w i l l  n o t i f y  school d i s t r i c t s  and bus contractors 1n 

March, 1991 that :
( 1 )  l e g i s l a t i o n  1s in process that would require a l l  public 

school buses to be r e t r o f i t t e d  with stop arm and roo f  
mounted strobe l ig h t s  by November 1 ,  1991;

(2 )  the l e g i s l a t i o n  Includes funding to reimburse d i s t r i c t s  f o r  
con t rac to r  and d i s t r i c t  costs to I n s t a l l  required strobe 
l ig h t s  on buses that are not a l ready required by contract 
to be so equipped; and

(3 )  1f the b i l l  1s signed Into law, I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  strobe 
l i g h t s  w i l l  be included as mandatory equipment e f f e c t i v e  
November 1 ,  1991 on a l l  school buses used to t ranspo r t  
school ch i ldren to o r  from a publ ic school .  I n s t a l l a t i o n  
o f  s trobe l ig h t s  a f t e r  November 1 ,  1991 w i l l  not be 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  s ta te  reimbursement.

5 .  Attached is  a l i s t i n g  o f  school d i s t r i c t s  with more than 15 buses 
tha t  have strobe l ig h t s  required by e i th e r  the contrac t between the 
d i s t r i c t  and bus con t rac to r ,  o r  the reimbursement agreement between 
the department and ,the d i s t r i c t .

I f  you have quest ions , fee l  f r e e  to contact Romayne Kareen a t  465-2890.

S in ce re ly ,

Steve Hole 
Acting Commissioner

Attachment
cc: Jim Tozer

Romayne Kareen



CSHB 85 (Transportation)
Estimated Number o f  School Buses 

Required by Contract to have Strobe Lights 
2/27/91

SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
(more than 15 buses)
Roof-Mounted Strobe Lights
Anchorage
Fairbanks

Estimated Total

Stop Am Strobe Lights
Anchorage
Mat-Su
Kenai

Estimated Total

ESTIMATED # BUSES REQUIRED BY CONTRACT TO BE EQUIPPED

170
135
305 Buses

286
129
97

5T? Buses

FV-92 FISCAL NOTE: SI73,700 

Roof-Mounted Strobe Lights
Approximate # Buses 1n State : 

Less Estimated # Required 
by Contract to be Equipped 

Potent ia l  § to be Re t ro f i t t ed

Stop Arm Strobe Lights
Approximate # Buses 1n State : 

Less Estimated # Required 
by Contract to be Equipped 

Potent ia l  # to be R e t ro f i t t ed
Poten t ia l  Cost to State

935 Buses 
305
530 Buses 0 $175 = $110,250

935 Buses 
512VT5 Buses @ $150 -  $ 63 ,450

$173 .700



K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

148 North Binkley Street • Soldotna, AK 99669 • Phone 907/262*5846 • Fax 907/262*1892

' " \V  \

• ;  F E B R U A R Y  1, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M ik e  N a v a r r e  
B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e :

T h e  K e n a i  P e n in s u la  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  s u p p o r t s  th e  i n t r o d u c t io n  o f  
H B  8 5 , m a k in g  s to p  a rm  s t r o b e s  a n d  w h i te  s t r o b e s  o n  th e  r o o f  o f  th e  b u s  
p a r t  o f  th e  s ta n d a r d  b u s  e q u ip m e n t  in  o u r  s ta te .  W e  f e e l  b o th  l ig h ts  
e n h a n c e  th e  s a f e ty  o f  s tu d e n t  r id e r s .

O u r  d i s t r i c t  h a s  u s e d  th e  s to p  a rm  s t r o b e  f o r  th e  p a s t  th r e e  y e a r s  an d  
b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  p r o v e n  e f f e c t iv e ,  it  w a s  s p e c i f i e d  a s  a n  e q u ip m e n t  
r e q u i r e m e n t  in  o u r  c u r r e n t  b u s  c o n t r a c t s .  O th e r  d i s t r i c t s  in  th e  s ta t e  a re  
u s in g  th e  w h i te  r o o f  s t r o b e  a n d  i t  h a s  p r o v e n  e f f e c t iv e .

W e  w o u ld  r e q u e s t  th a t  th e  b i l l  p r o v id e  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  c o n t r a c to r s  w i th  
r e im b u r s e m e n t  f o r  th e  in i t i a l  e q u ip m e n t  e x p e n s e s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  D O E  
w i l l  b e  l a c k in g  in  f u n d s  to  r e im b u r s e  s c h o o l  d i s t r ic t s  f o r  s c h o o l  b u s  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e x t  y e a r  a n d  w e  w o u ld  n o t  w a n t  to  s e e  a n  a d d i t io n a l  
e x p e n s e  to  t h a t  f u n d  th a t  w o u ld  r e d u c e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  
e v e n  f u r t h e r .

I f  I  c a n  b e  o f  f u r th e r  a s s i s ta n c e ,  p le a s e  le t  m e  k n o w .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A?
P e n n y  L i t t l e
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r

A N C H O R  P O I N T

wiwnruii/
C O O P E R  L A N D I N G E N G L I S H  B A Y H O M E R H O P E K E N A I M O O S E  P A S S NIKISKI N I K O L A E V S K



F a ir b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

P.O. Box 71250 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1250 '907) 452-2000

F e b r u a r y  1, 1 9 9 1

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e  
PO  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e :

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o f f e r  m y  s u p p o r t  f o r  
y o u r  e f f o r t s ,  t h r o u g h  H o u s e  B i l l  85, t o  r e q u i r e  s t r o b e  l i g h t s  on 
s c h o o l  b u s e s .

I arc c u r r e n t l y  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  F N S B  S c h o o l  
D i s t r i c t ,  a  p o s i t i o n  I h a v e  h e l d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  10 y e a r s .  I h a v e  
a l s o  b e e n  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  19 8 5  a n d  19 9 0  
C o n f e r e n c e s  o n  N a t i o n a l  M i n i m u m  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  s c h o o l  b u s e s .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  I p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  s c h o o l  
B u s  D r i v e r  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  E n h a n c e d  S c h o o l  B u s  
I n s p e c t i o n  P r o g r a m .

O n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  w a y s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s c h o o l  b u s  a n d  its 
p a s s e n g e r s  is  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o t h e r  m o t o r i s t s  a r e  a w a r e  o f  i t s  
p r e s e n c e .  A  " s a f e t y  c u s h i o n "  a r o u n d  a s c h o o l  b u s  is c r e a t e d  b y  
t h e  u n i q u e  c o l o r  a n d  l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  a r e  p a r t  o f  e x i s t i n g  
s c h o o l  b u s  s t a n d a r d s .  T h i s  a l l o w s  t h e  m o t o r i s t s  o n  t h e  r o a d  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  e x t r a  p r e c a u t i o n s ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  s c h o o l  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  n e a r b y .  S t r o b e  l i g h t s ,  i n  t h e  s t o p  a r m  a n d  o n  t h e  
roof, i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h i s  " s a f e t y  c u s h i o n " .

W e  h a v e  u s e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t s  o n  t h e  t o p s  o f  o u r  s c h o o l  b u s e s  
in F a i r b a n k s  f o r  at  l e a s t  15 y e a r s .  ( T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  o n  s o  l o n g  
t h a t  n o  o n e  r e m e m b e r s  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  f i r s t  r e q u i r e d . )  T h e y  a r e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  in t h e  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  
snow, a n d  i c e  f o g  in w h i c h  w e  o p e r a t e  i n  F a i r b a n k s .  U n d e r  a d v e r s e  
c o n d i t i o n s  d r i v e r s  a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  s t r o b e  l o n g  b e f o r e  s e e i n g  t h e  
a c t u a l  b u s  i t s e l f .  T h i s  c a n  b e  a c r i t i c a l  s a f e t y  f e a t u r e  w h e n  
v i s i b i l i t y  i s  r e d u c e d  t o  l e s s  t h a n  50  f e e t .

T h e  b e s t  m e a s u r e  o f  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  s t r o b e s  t h a t  I c a n  o f f e r  is 
t h e  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e .  T h e  s t r o b e s  a r e  so m u c h  a 
p a r t  o f  s c h o o l  b u s i n g  in F a i r b a n k s  t h a t  m o n i t o r i n g  f o r  c o m p l i a n c e  
is n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e  p u b l i c  is so  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  s e e i n g  s t r o b e s  
on o u r  b u s e s  t h a t  m y  o f f i c e  r e c e i v e s  c o m p l a i n t s  w h e n  a b u s



is r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h o u t  a s t r o b e .

w e  h a v e  n o  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  s t r o b e  i n  t h e  s t o p  p a d d l e s  in 
F a i r b a n k s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  w e r e  t e s t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  a p i l o t  p r o j e c t  
o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  B u s  S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  p r o v e d  e f f e c t i v e  
t h e r e  as  w e l l .  I h a v e  o b s e r v e d  t h e m  o n  b u s e s  in t h e  K e n a i  
P e n i n s u l a  a r e a  a n d  f o u n d  t h e  s t r o b e s  t o  b e  a g r e a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  
o v e r  s t a n d a r d  p a d d l e  l i g h t s .

Y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  " s a f e t y .c u s h i o n "  a r o u n d  o u r  s c h o o l  
b u s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  u s e  o f  s t r o b e s  i s  s u p p o r t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n d u s t r y .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n c r e a s e  in s a f e t y  c e r t a i n l y  w a r r a n t s  t h e  s m a l l  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  
t o  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a n  e n t i r e  s c h o o l  bus. Y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  r e t r o f i t  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u s e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  c r e a t e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  i m p a c t  
f o r  a r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  c ost. S u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h  is f a r  s u p e r i o r "  t o  a 
s l o w  p h a s e - i n  o n  n e w  b u s e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  y e a r  d e l a y  
in e q u i p p i n g  a l l  b u s e s  in t h e  state, t h e  e f f o r t  t o  r a i s e  p u b l i c  
a w a r e n e s s  w o u l d  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  b y  t h e  l a c k  o f  s t a n d a r d i z e d  
e q u i p m e n t  b e t w e e n  b u s e s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  safe, e f f e c t i v e  p u p i l  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  D o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  i f  I c a n  b e  o f  a n y  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S h e f c h i k  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r



A L A S K A  S C H O O L  B U S  S A F E T Y  C O M M I T T E E

T F H / e c

1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M 1 k e  N a v a r r e
P.O. B o x  V, R o o m  515 
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 811

D e a r  Sir:

T h e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  B u s  S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  
H o u s e  8111 85, a n  a c t  r e q u i r i n g  s c h o o l  bus s t o p  a r m s  w i t h  
a l t e r n a t i n g  r e d  s t r o b e  l i g h t s  a n d  a< r o o f  m o u n t e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  
light. T h e  S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  has r e s e a r c h e d  a n d  e v a l u a t e d
a s p e c t s  of b o t h  s t r o b e  l i g h t  s y s t e m s  a n d  f o u n d  t h e m  v e r y  
e f f e c t i v e  in t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  s c h o o l  b u s e s  d u r i n g  
A l a s k a ’s i n c l e m e n t  w e a t ^ s r .  A l a s k a ' s  u n i q u e  a n d  v a r i e d  w e a t h e r  
c o n d i t i o n s  s e v e r e l y  H i  <t v i s i b i l i t y  of s c h o o l  b u s e s  d u r i n g  
t h e i r  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  l o a d i n g  a n d  u n l o a d i n g  of 
s t u d e n t s .

It is a l s o  i m p e r a t i v e  th a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s u p p l y  t h e  
f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s . C u r r e n t l y ,  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  h a v i n g  t h e i r  pupil t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f u n d s  p r o r a t e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  d u e  
t o  f u n d i n g  s h o r t  f a l l s .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  by t h e  G o v e r n o r  
s u g g e s t s  f u r t h e r  r e d u c t i o n s  in pupil t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f u n d s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s c h o o l  bus o p e r a t o r s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  of e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
h i g h  fuel c o s t s  w 1 t n  n o  r e l i e f  f r o m  t h e s e  e x p e n s e s .  It w o u l d  
b e  u n f a i r  t o  a s k  e i t h e r  t h e  D i s t r i c t s  or 8 u s  O p e r a t o r s  to 
s h o u l d e r  t h e  e x p e n s e  f o r  t h e s e  items.

F e b r u a r y  5,



Area Code 907 — 503-3022

F A X  907-562-3957

F e b r u a r y  4 ,1 9 9 1
R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  M ik e  N a v a r r e  
A la s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99811  
F A X  465-2278

D e a r  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  N a v a r r e ,

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D is t r ic t  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  th e  a d d i t io n  o f  r e d  s t r o b e  l ig h t s  to  th e  
s to p  a r m  a n d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  l ig h t s  to  th e  r o o f  o f  s c h o o l  b u s e s  w i l l  e n h a n c e  s c h o o l  b u s  
s a fe ty . A l l  b u s e s  in  o u r  D is tr ic t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  C o n t r a c te d  b u s  f le e ts ,  h a v e  b e e n  e q u ip p e d  
w i th  r e d  s t r o b e  l ig h t s  o n  th e  s to p  a r m  s in c e  S e p te m b e r  1989 . T h e  a d d i t io n  o f  th e s e  
s t r o b e  l ig h t s  h a s  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  r e d u c e d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  m o to r i s t s  w h o  p a s s  s t o p p e d  
s c h o o l  b u s e s .  W e  a ls o  fe e l t h a t  t h e  a d d i t io n  o f  r o o f  m o u n te d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  l ig h t s  w i l l  
f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  t h e  v i s i b i l i ty  o f  s c h o o l  b u s e s  a n d  in c r e a s e  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  th e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  s c h o o l  b u s e s  w i t h  th e  g e n e r a l  m o to r in g  p u b l ic .  A p p r o x im a te ly  60 %  o f  
th e  f le e t  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  e q u ip p e d  w i t h  r o o f  m o u n te d  s t r o b e  l ig h ts .  T h e  D is t r ic t  
m a d e  r o o f  m o u n t e d  s t r o b e  l ig h ts  m a n d a t o r y  i n  o u r  c u r r e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o n tr a c t s .  
A f te r  t h e  b u s e s  w e r e  d e l i v e r e d  a n d  b e g a n  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  P o l ic e  
D e p a r tm e n t  n o t i f i e d  m e  t h a t  th e s e  l ig h ts  w e r e  i l l e g a l  a n d  s c h o o l  b u s  d r iv e r s  u s in g  
th e  l ig h ts  w o u l d  b e  i s s u e d  c i ta t io n s  (se e  a t t a c h e d  le t te r ) .

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D is t r ic t  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u s e  B ill 85  if  th e  b i l l  n o t  
o n ly  m a n d a t e s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  w h i t e  r o o f  m o u n te d  s t r o b e  l ig h ts ,  b u t  a ls o  a d d r e s s e s  
u s e  o f  t h e  l ig h t s .  I w o u l d  a ls o  l ik e  to  s e e  a n  e x c e p t io n  m a d e  o n  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  
l ig h t s  t h a t  a r e  a l r e a d y  in s ta l l e d .  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D is t r ic t  h a s  a lm o s t  f i f ty  
b u s e s  t h a t  h a v e  « tro b e  l ig h ts  m o u n te d  in  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  ro o f .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  i n te r e s t  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  s h o w n  i n  s c h o o l  b u s  s a f e ty  i s s u e s .  I f  y o u  
n e e d  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  in f o r m a t io n  fe e l f r e e  to  c o n ta c t  m e  a t  563 -3022 .

S in c e r e ly ,

S te v e n  K a lm e s
D ire c to r  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S e rv ic e s



FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
2118 CUSHMAN STREET 

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
1907) 456-4435

N E A - A L A S K A
A F F I L I A T E D  W I T H  T H E  N A T I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N  A S S O C I A T I O N

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE JUNEAU OFFICE
1411 W. 33RD AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 
(907) 274-0536

105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 

107) 586-3090

F e b r u a r y  1, 1 9 9 1

R e p . M i k e  N a v a r r e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Rep. N a v a r r e :

N E A - A l a s k a  a p p r e c i a t e s  a n d  s u p p o r t s  y o u r  d e s i r e  t o  i m p r o v e  s c h o o l  
b u s  s a f e t y .  I t  is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  
r e m a i n  p a r a m o u n t  a n d  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  m e e t  t h o s e  
n e e d s .  I f  w e  c a n  b e  o f  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  know.

S i n c e r e l y ,

D o n  O b e r g  
P r e s i d e n t




