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S P O N S O R  S U B S T IT U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B IL L  N O . 52 

IN  T H E LEG ISLA TU R E O F T H E  STA TE O F A L A SK A  

SEV EN TEEN TH  L E G ISLA TU R E - SECO N D  SESSIO N  

BY REPRESENTATIVES ULMER, B.Davis, Gruenberg 

Introduced: 1/14/92
Referred: Health, Education & Social Services, Judiciary 1

A  B IL L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D

1 "A n  A c t re la tin g  to ch ild  s u p p o r t  fo r  c h ild re n  w ho  a re  n o t m in o rs  a n d  re p re se n ta tio n  o f

2 th e ir  in te res ts  d u r in g  c e rta in  p ro ceed in g s."

3 B E  IT  E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

4 * S ection  1. A S 25.24 .060(c) is am ended to read:

5 (c) M ediation shall be conducted inform ally as a conference o r series o f conferences.

6 T he parties to the action and a court-appointed representative o f any u n m a r r ie d  [M INO R]

7 children o f  the m arriage u n d e r  th e  age  o f  19 w hose  in te re s ts  m ay  b e  a ffec ted  shall attend.

8 C ounsel fo r the parties m ay attend all such conferences.

9 * Sec. 2. AS 25.24.140(a) is am ended to read:

10 (a) D uring the pendency  o f the action; a spouse m ay, upon application and in appropriate

11 circum stances, be aw arded expenses, including

12 (1) attorney fees and costs that reasonably  approxim ate the actual fees and costs

13 required to prosecute o r defend the action; in applying th is paragraph , the court shall take

14 appropriate  steps to ensure that the aw ard o f  attorney fees does not contribu te  to an unnecessary
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1 effect o f  d issolution is fairly allocated; and

2 (4) the spouses have agreed as to the paym ent o f  all unpaid obligations incurred

3 by either or both  o f them , and as to paym ent o f  obligations incurred jo in tly  in the future.

4  * Sec. 5. A S 25.24.210(e) is am ended to read:

5 (e) I f  the petition is filed by both spouses under A S 25.24.200(a), the petition m ust state

6 in detail the term s o f the agreem ent betw een the spouses concern ing  the custody o f  children,

7 child  support, v isitation, spousal m aintenance and tax consequences, if  any, and fa ir and ju s t

8 division o f  property , including retirem ent benefits. A greem ents on spousal m ain tenance and

9 property  d ivision m ust fairly  allocate the econom ic effect o f  d issolution and take in to

10 consideration the factors listed in AS 25.24.160(a)(2) and (4). In addition, the petition m ust state

11 (1) the respective occupations o f  the petitioners;

12 (2) the incom e, assets, and liabilities o f  the respective petitioners at the tim e o f

13 filing  the petition;

14 (3) the date and place o f  the m arriage;

15 (4) the nam e, date o f  b irth , and curren t m a r ita l , e d u c a tio n a l, a n d  custodial sta tus

16 o f  each [M IN O R ] child bom  o f the m arriage or adopted by the petitioners w ho  is u n d e r  the  ag e

17 o f  19:

18 (5) w hether the w ife is pregnant;

19 (6) w hether either petitioner requires m edical care o r treatm ent;

20 (7) w hether a dom estic vio lence com plain t has been filed during the m arriage by

21 a m em ber o f  the household;

22 (8) w hether either petitioner has received the advice o f legal counsel regard ing

23 a divorce or dissolution;

24  (9) o ther facts and circum stances that the petitioners believe should be considered;

25 (10) that the petition constitutes the entire agreem ent betw een the petitioners; and

26 (11) any other re lief sought by the petitioners.

27 * Sec. 6. AS 25.24 .230(d) is am ended to read:

28 (d) T he court shall dism iss a petition o r continue action on a petition  filed under

29 A S  25.24.200 - 25.24.260 before findings are m ade if

30 (1) a representative o f  the u n m a r r ie d  [M IN O R] children w ho a re  u n d e r  th e  age

31 o f  19 objects to a term  o f an agreem ent betw een the spouses;
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1 [M IN O R ’S] interests, and shall ou tline the guardian ad litem ’s responsib ilities and lim it the

2 authority  to those m atters related  to the guard ian ’s effective representation  o f  the c h ild ’s

3 [M IN O R ’S] best interests in the pend ing  legal proceeding. T he court shall m ake every

4 reasonable effort to appoin t a guardian ad litem  from  am ong persons in the com m unity  w here

5 the c h ild ’s [M IN O R ’S] paren ts or the person  having legal custody or guard iansh ip  o f  the c h ild ’s

6 [M IN O R ’S] person reside. W hen custody, support, o r v isitation  is a t issue in a d ivorce, it is the

7 responsibility  o f  the parties o r their counsel to notify the court that such  a m atter is at issue.

8 U pon notification , the court shall determ ine if  a  c h ild ’s [TH E M IN O R ’S] best in terests need

9 representation o r i f  a [THE] m inor o r  o th e r  ch ild  needs o ther serv ices and shall m ake a find ing

10 on the record  before  trial. I f  one o r both  o f  the parties is indigent o r tem porarily  w ithou t funds

11 the court shall appoint the office  o f  pub lic  advocacy . T he court shall no tify  the office  o f  pub lic

12 advocacy if  the office is required  to p rov ide  guardian ad litem  serv ices. T he court shall en ter

13 an order fo r costs, fees, and d isbursem ents in favor o f  the state and m ay further o rder that o ther

14 services be  provided fo r the pro tec tion  o f  a  [TH E] m inor o r  o th e r  c h ild .

15 * Sec. 9. A S 25.27.070(a) is am ended to read:

16 (a) In a proceed ing  in w hich  the court has ordered  e ither o r both  parents to pay fo r the

17 support o f a [M IN O R] child , the  court m ay, on its ow n m otion or m otion o f  a party  or the

18 agency on b eh a lf o f  a party , after no tice and an opportunity  for hearing, o rder either parent or

19 both parents to assign to the custodian o f the ch ild  that portion o f  salary  o r w ages o f e ither parent

20 due them  curren tly  and in the fu tu re  su fficien t to pay the am ount ordered  by the court fo r the

21 support, m aintenance, nurture and education o f  the [M IN O R ] child.

22 * Sec. 10. A S 25.27 .130(b) is am ended to read:

23 (b) T o  establish o r enforce an o rder o f  support, based on the subrogation  o f  the state, the

24 agency is not lim ited to the am ount o f  assistance  being  granted  to the [M IN O R ] child.
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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 
CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 

BUDGET COMPONENT #111 
PAGE 2 OF 2

Reference; HP.B2 .Chl ld .support for d iildreiuyhnare notminors 
Summary.
This bill would allow the court to Older support for 18 year old 
dependent children who are nctively pursuing a high school diploma or 
vocational training. Support orders for these childron would enable 
CSED to collect support fo r children over age 18, Including children who 
are receiving public assistance benefits. The Division of Public Assistance 
grants AFDC benefits to cluldren who are over eighteen and enrolled in Bchool (and expected to graduate before age 19).
Assumptions:
HB 52 will increase child supports collections In AFDC (public assistance) 
cases and Increase the amount o f incentives that the State receives from 
the Federal Government.  —

Average benefit payment 
41 children with an average 

support payment o f 
Collectlon.rate o f

$341 per month 
$200|>er month

Based on these assumptions, CSBD would collect an additional $23,616 In 
these AFDC cases the first year. CSED projects an Increase in collections of 1% per year.
Positions:
One Clilld Support Enforcement Officer I at $44.4 with a 4.5% increase 
per year,
O th e r  E x p e n d itu re s ;

One time cost of equipment and computer terminal; $3.0.
Funding:
Funding for the CSED'e operating costs Is 66% Federal funding and 34% State General Fund Match.
Economic Impact

AFDC and non-AFDC. This would increase Incentives by $33 In the first year based on the above assumptions.
T D M ’.tmr Paee 2. of 2.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  F r a n  U l m e r

M E M O R A N D U M
February 27, 1992

TQ Rep. Mike Navarre, Co-chair 
House Finance Committee

RE:

FROM: Rep. F

Sponsc for HR 52, relating to child support for non-minors

SSHB 52 is on the consent calendar for Monday, March 2. This bill has a positive impact on the 
state's finances and will result in a net gain of $10.9. The general fund cost of $16.1 is offset 
by revenues of $27.0.

The purpose of SSHB 52 is to provide child support for unmarried, 18 year old children who 
are living as dependents and actively pursuing a high school diploma. This support is authorized 
until the child finishes high school or reaches 19 years of age, whichever comes earlier. The 
concept for this legislation was recommended by the Family Support Task Force.

Currently, courts are authorized to order child support only for minor children. The result is 
that many Alaska children must complete their final year of high school without the benefit of 
financial support from the non-custodial parent. Some families in this situation have applied 
for Aid to Families with Dependent Children which provides for public assistance payments 
until the child completes high school or reaches age 19. SSHB 52 would eliminate the need for 
those families to apply to the state for assistance or would allow the state to collect child 
support as repayment of for families who are collecting public assistance.

For those children with developmental disabilities who may require additional years to complete 
secondary school, current law already provides the authority to award continuing support 
payments for a handicapped adult child. Streb v. Streb, 774 P.2d 798 (Alaska 1989).

SSHB 52 uses AFDC guidelines in regard to non-minor assistance payments to establish upper 
limits for the duration of child support. It affirms the importance of completing secondary 
education and the need for the support of children to be borne equitably by both parents.

S tate  Capitol 
Ju n e au . AK 9980I-1I82

(907) 46 5 -4 9 4 7  
Fax 4 6 5 -2 108



Sponsor Substitute for HB 52
Sectional Analysis

Section 1. A court appointed representative for a child under the age of 19 whose interests 
may be affected by a divorce may attend divorce mediation conferences.

Section 2. While divorce litigation is pending, the court is authorized to order reasonable 
support for unmarried children under the age of 19 who are actively pursuing a high school 
diploma and who are living as dependents with a parent or guardian.

Section 3. Provides that a judgment may be modified regarding child support for unmarried 
children under the age of 19 who are actively pursuing a high school diploma.

Section 4. Requires post-majority support to be included, among other items, as issues 
covered by dissolution agreements.

Section 5. Among other items, a dissolution petition must state the marital and educational 
status of each child under the age of 19 born to or adopted by the petitioners.

Section 6. A petition for dissolution may be dismissed, or an action continued, if a 
representative of an unmarried child under the age of 19 objects to a term providing, or failing 
to provide, support.

Section 7. In an action involving the custody, support or visitation of a child, the court may 
appoint someone to represent a child under the age of 19 who is actively pursuing a high school 
diploma or its equivalent and living as a dependent.

Section 8. Replaces the word "minor" with the word "child" regarding the appointment of a 
person to provide guardian ad litem services in divorce proceedings

Section 9. Deletes the word "minor" from "minor child" in regard to the court's authority to 
order parents to assign to the custodian of the child the portion of salary or wages sufficient, to 
pay the ordered child support.

Section 10. Deletes the word "minor" from "minor child" in regard to subrogated child 
support orders.
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THE ASSOCIATION FOR CHILDREN FOR 
ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT (ACES)

ALASKA CHAPTER
P .  0 .  BOX 9 2 9 1 0  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 9  
( 9 0 7 )  2 7 4 - 2 0 1 0

M ay 3 ,  1 9 9 1

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  
H o u s e  HESS C o - C h a i r  
P .  0 .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  AK . 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p .  L i n c o l n :

T h e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  ACES e n c o u r a g e s  a l l  HESS m e m b e r s  t o  v o t e  DO 
PASS o n  H B 5 2 .

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  w h o  t u r n  18  ( t h e  a g e  
o f  m a j o r i t y )  d u r i n g  t h e i r  s e n i o r  y e a r  i n  s c h o o l .  My ow n s o n  
t u r n s  18  o n l y  t h r e e  w e e k s  a f t e r  s t a r t i n g  h i s  s e n i o r  y e a r .  
C u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t s  d o  n o t  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w h i l e  t h e i r  c h i l d  i s  a  s e n i o r  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  
d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  m ay  t u r n  18  y e a r s  o l d .  I t  d o e s n ' t  
s e e m  f a i r  t h a t  n o n - c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o  l o n g e r  h a v e  a  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .

T o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t ,  t h e  s e n i o r  y e a r  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  i s  t h e  m o s t  
e x p e n s i v e  y e a r  i n  a  c h i l d ’ s  l i f e .  I t  i s  a l r e a d y  s a d  t o  w a t c h  s o  
m a n y  o f  t h e m  g o  w i t h o u t  t h e  b a s i c  n e e d s ,  m u c h  l e s s  t h e  
h u m i l i a t i o n  o f  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  t o  e n g a g e  i n  a n y  s e n i o r  
s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  -  f o r  l a c k  o f  f u n d s .

A n d  t h i s  p r o b l e m  i s  o n l y  g o i n g  t o  g e t  w o r s e  s i n c e  n e w  l a w s  h a v e  
m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  k i d s  w i l l  b e  s t a r t i n g  s c h o o l  l a t e r ,  s o  i t  i s  a  
g i v e n  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  a l l  k i d s  w i l l  t u r n  a t  l e a s t  1 8  y e a r s  o l d  
w h i l e  t h e y ' r e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .

T h e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  w i t h  a  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  
a l s o  h e l p  A l a s k a n  k i d s .  S i n c e  i t  i s  n o t  m a n d a t o r y ,  a n d  m e r e l y  
a l l o w s  t h a t  i s s u e  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t s ,  w e 
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  t h a t  o p t i o n  a l s o ,

A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  a n d  c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t s  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  P l e a s e  v o t e  Y E S .

s i n c e r e l y ,  .

G l e n d a  j . S t r a u b e  
V o l u n t e e r  C o o r d i n a t o r
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