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HOUSE BILL NO. 443 CHANGING NUMBER OF JUDGES IN 4TH DISTRICT

"An Act increasing the total number of superior court judges from 30 to 31, increasing the number of superior
court judges in the fourth judicial district from five to six, and decreasing the number of district judges in the
fourth judicial district from four to three; and providing for an elfective date."
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FISCAL NOTE No. 3

B:" Version: HB AA3

1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (tv Publish Date: 2-28-92

Revision Date: Department Affected: Administration
Title: ‘An Act increasing the total number of superior court judoes BRU: Public Defender Aoency

from 30 to 31/ Component: Public Defender Aoency
sponsor: House Judiciary

Requestor. House Judiciary COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

xpenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FYSs FY 96 FY o7 FY o8
3ERS0 NAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
AND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
iRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
'ISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0

DTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0
\PTAL
VENUE
ND SOURCE: 0 0 0 0 0 0
9DING: (Thousands of Dollars)
NERAL FUND
TERALFUNDS
TER
ID SOURCE:
°AL 0 0 0 0 0
ITIONS:
~TIME 0 0 0 0
7-TIME
=0ORARY 0

ate of current year impact:

.YSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) This bill eliminates a district court judge position and adds a superior court judge position in
urth judicial district

impact is likely to be minimal as concerns the Public Defender Office in that location.

by: John Salemi. Public Defender Phone: 279-7541
Public Defender Aoencv Date: February 12.1992

1by Commissioner Nancy Bear Usera
Administration

n (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc., & Impacted Agency(ies),

COMMItTEE
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STATE OF ALASKA No. 2_
Bill jrsion: HB 443
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (H) Publish Date:
Revision Date: - Department Affected: ~ Administration
TiUe: An Act increasing the number of Superior Court judoes BRU: OHice of Public Advocacv
. and decreasing the number of District Court judoes Component: OlHce of Public Advocacy
Sponsor House Judiciary
Requestor House Judiciary COMPONENT SERIAL NO.
Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY o7 FY o8
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0" 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
fISCELLANEOQUS - 0 0 0 0 0 0
*OTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

APITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
EVENUE
JND SOURCE 0 0 0 0 0 0
NDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
INERAL FUND
DERALFUNDS
HER
ND SOURCE: 0 0 0 0 0
TAL 0 0
iITIONS:
L-TIME
T-TIME
PORARY
de of current year impact None
.YSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
|
dbv. Brant McGee, Public Advocate I Phone: 274-1684
Office of Public Advocacv / Date: Februs.v 13.1992
d bv Commissioner. Nancv Bear Usera \v [I\N~ / /
Administration A\WIAN Dale: —

in (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc., & Impacted Agency(ies).

Pace 1 = 1

791 A
aen COMMIY~ -



No..
FISCALNOTE  Bill Version: HB AA3

STATE OF ALASKA (H) Publish Date: 2-28-92
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Data: Department Affected: Alaska Court System
Title: An Act increasing the total number of BRU: Trial Courts
superior court Judges... Components:
Sponsor; Judiciary by request ]
Requestor: Judiciary COMPONENT SERIALNO. | OGQO| 000 ) 000 | 768 ~]j

EXPENDMjRES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT 7.8
LAND& STRUCTURES
GRANTS A CLAIMS
TOTAL OPERATING 126.2 118.4 118,4 118.4 118.4 118.4

\ CAPITAL
revenue

GENERAL FUNDS 128.2 118.4 11B.4 118.4 118.4 118.4
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL 126.2 118.4 118.4 118.4 11B.4 118.4
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 20 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

isffmate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

See attached fiscal analysis.

itton: Alaska Court System Date: 02/06/92

Arthur H. Snowden, 11, Administrative Director

Alaska Court System Date: 02/06/92
“frution (ty preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Reguestor, OMB, & Impacted Agencyfles).
12 Page 1 of 2

COMMITTEE COPY



‘o \
Alaska Court System P
Fiscal Impact of Adding a Superior Court Judge and
Deleting a District Court Judge Inthe Fairbanks Trial Courts
HEL443

Personal Services

Salary MoMlis Total
Cost difference between a Superior
Court Judge and a District Court Judge $22,812
Law Clerk I, Fairbanks, permanent full-time, 13D 36,684  14,158" 50,840
Secretary Il, Fairbanks, permanent full-time, 128 31824 12,886 44,720
Total Personal Services 118,372
Equipment (one-time cost)
Office equipment for Law Clerk (personal computer, desk,
chair, statutes and filing cabinet) 4,100
Office equipment for Secretary (personal computer, desk,
chair, and filing cabinet) _ 3,100
Total Equipment 1,800
Total Costs $126,172
Page 2 of 2

COJHVTITTEE copy TOTAL P.04



STATE OF ALASKA
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:

Title: .mcreasmgg SUPErior court ]Ud%
decreasing...distric J_u Joes in the fourt

Sponsor: House Judiciary bv Request
Requestor. House Judiciary Committee

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

‘APITAL

EVENUE
JND SOURCE:

NDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
INERAL FUND
DERALFUNDS

HER
'ID SOURCE:

ITIONS:

L-TIME -0- -0-
T-TIME

"ORARY

ate of current year impact:

.YSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

se see the attached analysis.

D—J (@ J 2
SCftw

by: Richard I. Peoues. Direc!or /1
AdministrativfPServices/f )

€.
district...

FISCAL NOTE

Bv' Version: HB AA3
(h; Publish Date: 2-28-92

Department Affected:  Department of Law
BRU: Prosecution

Component; Fourfh Judicial District

COMPONENT SERIAL

Phone: 465-3672
/ .1 Date: February 24. 1992

by Commissioner: Charles E. Cole. Attorney General

Deoanment of Law \Y

Date: February 24. 1992

n (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc., & Impacted Agency(ies).



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

For Bill/Resolution No. HB 443

This bill amends AS 22.10 and AS 22.15 to 1increase the
number of superior court jJjudges in the fourth judicial district
from five to six, and to decrease the number of district judges 1in
the fourth judicial district from four to three. The bill will
have the effect of increasing the time available to hear felony
trials and decreasing the time available to hear misdemeanor
trials, to the extent that the time of the two positions involved
will be or has been spent on criminal matters. ITf the time to be
spent hearing felony trials 1is evenly offset by the time that was
previously spent hearing misdemeanor trials, there should not be a
fiscal impact for the Department of Law.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 443
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE BY REQUEST

Introduced: 2/5/92
Referred: Judiciary, Finance

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
1 "An Act increasing the total number of superior court judges from 30 to 31, increasing
2 the number of superior court judges in the fourth judicial district from five to six, and
3 decreasing the number of district judges in th fourth judicial district from four to three;

\ and providing for an effective date."

? BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 22.10.120 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.10.120. NUMBER OF JUDGES. The superior court consists of 31 [30J judges,
five of whom shall be judges in the first judicial district, three of whom shall be judges in the
second judicial district, 17 of whom shall be judges in the third judicial district, and six [FIVE]
of whom shall be judges in the fourth judicial district. At the time of submitting the names of
nominees to the governor to fill a vacancy on the superior court bench, the judicial council shall
also designate the district in which the appointee is to reside and serve.

* Sec. 2. AS 22.15.020(a) is amended to read:
(a) Except as hereinafter provided, each district court of the state [STATE OF ALASKA]

B0443a -1- HB 443
New Text Uruiarlined IDELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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shall have the number of district judges set out below opposite the name of the judicial district

over which the court has jurisdiction:
First Judicial District
Second Judicial District
Third Judicial District
Fourth Judicial District
* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1992.

HB 443

Naw Text. Underlined

-2-

[DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

12
3 [4].

HB04433



303 KSTREET
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
99501

ARTHUR H. SNOWDEN Il (907) 264-0547
Administrative Director (Alaska (Eourt FAX (907) 276-6985

February 28, 1992

The Honorable Mike Navarre, Co-Chair
The Honorable Eileen MacLean, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

P.0O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Navarre and Representative MaclLean:

I am writing to urgently request that the Finance Committee
schedule House Bill 443, relating to the number of jJjudges 1in the
fourth judicial district, at 1its earliest possible convenience.
This bDbill was 1introduced at the request of the Alaska Supreme
Court. Its purpose is to correct an imbalance in the number and
type of judges in the fourth judicial district.

At the present time, the superior court for the fourth judicial

district isauthorized to have five judges (including four 1in
Fairbanks and one in Bethel), while the district court 1is
authorized to have four (all in Fairbanks). HB 443 would upgrade
one of the district court positions to a superior court

judgeship, thus reducing the number of district judges to three,
and increasing the number of superior court judges to six.

The supreme court is requesting this statutory change because it
believes that the superior court workload in the fourth judicial
district is excessive for fivejudges, and that the <changes
proposed by HB 443 represent the most practical way to address
this problem.

At the present time, the five superior court judges sitting 1in
the fourth judicial district are averaging 60 work hours each per

week . They are being assisted by a pro tern judge brought out of
retirement, as well as by two district jJjudges who are hearing
superior court cases 1in a pro tern capacity. In spite of this
tremendous effort, the superior court has been unable to keep
pace with its workload. Because of the high trial rate 1in the
district, we have come close to losing criminal cases that could
not be heard in a timely manner. An additional superior court

judge 1is essential.



The reduction in the number of district judges reflected in this
upgrade will necessarily cause some strain on the district court.
However, the supreme court 1is cognizant of the fiscal problems
facing the state at the present time. It has chosen to pursue
this course of action so as to have as little fiscal impact on
the state as possible.

A judicial upgrade in the fourth jJjudicial district 1is essential
if the superior and district courts are to operate efficiently,
and provide an adequate level of service to the community.
Please let me know if 1 can provide any additional information.

Sincerely,





