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CS FO R  HOUSE BELL NO. 326 (FINANCE)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

O f f e r e d :
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVES MACLEAN, Gruenberg, Leman, Lincoln, BJDavis, Ivan, Ulmer

A BILL 

FO R  AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "A n  Act re la ting  to requirem ents fo r lim ited teacher certificates; defining ‘teacher’; and

2 provid ing  fo r an  effective date."

3 BE IT  EN A CTED  BY T H E  LEG ISLA TU R E O F T H E  STATE O F ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose o f this Act is to provide for the certification of teachers in

5 certain lim ited fields where baccalaureate degree training is not sufficiently available, so long as the

6 person demonstrates both subject matter expertise and teaching competency.

7 * Sec. 2. AS 14.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

8 Sec. 14.20.025. OTHER TEACHER CERTIFICATES. Notwithstanding AS 14.20.020(b),

9 a person may be issued a limited certificate, valid only in the area o f  expertise for which it is

10 issued, to teach Alaska Native language or culture, military science, or a vocational or technical

11 course for which the board determines by regulation that baccalaureate degree training is not

12 sufficiently available. A limited certificate may be issued under this section only if  the school

13 board o f the district or regional educational attendance area in which the person will be teaching,

14 through the chief school administrator, has requested its issuance. A person who applies for a
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1 limited certificate shall demonstrate, as required by regulations adopted by the board, instructional

2 skills and subject matter expertise sufficient to ensure die public that the person is com petent as

3 a teacher. The board may require a person issued a limited certificate to undertake academic

4 training as may be required by die board by regulation and make satisfactory progress in the
5 academic training.

6 * Sec. 3. AS 14.20.215(6) is repealed and reenacted to read:

7 (6) "teacher" means an individual who, for compensation, has primary

8 responsibility to plan, instruct, and evaluate learning of elementary or secondary school students

9 in the classroom or an equivalent setting and also includes individuals holding other positions as

10 determined by the department by regulation.

11 * Sec. 4. The Board o f  Education shall make a report available to the legislature on or before January

12 15, 1997, concerning the implementation of AS 14.20.025, enacted by sec. 2 o f this Act. The report

13 m ust include the number o f certificates issued under that section and other relevant information.

14 * Sec. 5. This Act takes effect July 1, 1992.

CSHB 326(FIN) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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CS FO R HOUSE BILL NO. 326 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y

O f f e r e d :
R e f e r r e d :

S p o n s o r ( s ) :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  M A C L E A N ,  G r u e n b e r g ,  L e m a n ,  L i n c o l n ,  B J D a v i s ,  I v a n ,  U l m e r

A BILL 

FO R  AN ACT EN TITLED

1 "A n  Act re la ting  to requirem ents for limited teacher certificates; defining ‘teacher’; and

2 provid ing  fo r an  effective date."

3 BE IT  EN A CTED  BY T H E  LEG ISLA TU RE O F  T H E  STATE O F ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to provide for the certificadon of teachers in

5 certain limited fields where baccalaureate degree training is not sufficiently available, so long as the

6 person dem onstrates both subject matter expertise and teaching competency.

7 * Sec. 2. AS 14.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

8 Sec. 14.20.025. OTHER TEACHER CERTIFICATES. Notwithstanding AS 14.20.020(b),

9 a person may be issued a limited certificate, valid only in the area of expertise for which it is

10 issued, to teach Alaska Native language or culture, military science, or a vocational or technical

11 course for which the board determines by regulation that baccalaureate degree training is not

12 sufficiently available. A limited certificate may be issued under this section only if the school

13 board o f  the district or regional educational attendance area in which the person will be teaching,

14 through the ch ief school administrator, has requested its issuance. A person who applies for a
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1 limited certificate shall demonstrate, as required by regulations adopted by the board, instructional

2 skills and subject matter expertise sufficient to ensure the public that the person is com petent as

3 a teacher. The board may require a person issued a limited certificate to undertake academic

4 training as may be required by the board by regulation and make satisfactory progress in the
5 academic training.

6 * Sec. 3. AS 14.20.215(6) is repealed and reenacted to read:

7 (6) "teacher" means an individual who, for compensation, has primary

8 responsibility to plan, instruct, and evaluate learning o f elementary or secondary school students

9 in the classroom or an equivalent setting and also includes individuals holding other positions as

10 determined by the department by regulation.

11 * Sec. 4. The Board o f Education shall Report jo  the le ris laturelpn or before January 15, 1997,

12 concerning the implementation o f AS 14.20.025, enacted by sec. 2 o f this Act. The report must include

13 the num ber o f certificates issued under that section and other relevant information.

14 * Sec. 5. This A ct takes effect July 1, 1992.
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A f t e r  r e v i ew i n g  House B i l l  3 2 6 ,  t he  Depa r tment  has r eached  the f o l l o w i n g  

c o n c l u s i o n s :

1.  AS 1 4 . 2 0 . 0 2 0  and 4AAC 1 2 . 0 7 0  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e  f o r  the I s suance  o f  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  1n l i m i t e d  f i e l d s  where b a c c a l a u r e a t e  deg r ee  t r a i n i n g  1s n o t  

r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  a nd / o r  t he  I n d i v i d u a l  conce rned has v e r i f i a b l e  

e x p e r t i s e  In a p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t  a r e a .

2 .  The Depa r tment  has p r omu l g a t ed  r e g u l a t i o n s  wh ich p r o v i d e  f o r  a 

l i m i t e d  t e a c h i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  any f i e l d ,  I n c l u d i n g  A l a s k a  n a t i v e  

s t u d i e s ,  m i l i t a r y  s c i ence  and v a r i o u s  v o c a t i o n a l  and t e c h n i c a l  a r e a s  f o r  

which b a c c a l a u r e a t e  programs may n o t  be r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .

3 .  AS 1 4 . 0 2 0 . 2 1 5 ( 6 )  o f  the b i l l  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  the l anguage 

c o n t a i n e d  in 4AAC 1 2 . 9 0 0 ( 1 3 ) .  Fo r  t h i s  r ea son  t he  Depa r tmen t  does no t  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  a need e x i s t s  t o  pu t  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  I n  s t a t u t e .

The c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th Im p l eme n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  b i l l  a r e :

a )  T r a v e l :  Funds w i l l  be used t o  meet  wi th  u n i v e r s i t y  p e r s o nn e l  and 

o t h e r s  I n t e r e s t e d  In t he  Imp l emen t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t a t u t e .

b)  C o n t r a c t u a l :  Funds w i l l  be used t o  a d v e r t i s e  f o r  the p u b l i c  n o t i c e s  

c o n c e r n i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  as we l l  as f o r  p r i n t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

same.

c )  S u p p l i e s :  Purchase  o f  n e c e s s a r y  pape r  and s u p p l i e s  needed t o

Implement  the a c t .    _ . .
COMMITTEE C- i



POSITION PAPER ̂ DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Division Educational Finance & Support Services Bill Number HB 326

Bill Title "An Act relating to requirements for limited teacher c ertificates 

defining 'teacher'; and providing for an effective date."

Sponsor M acL ean________________________________________________ .________________________

Position Statement: Explain briefly what the bill does, its impacts and Department's 
position, i.e., a) support, b) do not support, c) neutral or d) oppose.

A fter reviewing House Bill 326, the Department has reached the following conclusions:

1. AS 14.20.020,4AAC 12.070 and 4 A AC 12.050 currently provide for the issuance o f certificates in 
lim ited fields where baccalaureate degree training is not readily available and /or the individual concerned 
has verifiable expertise in a particular subject area.

2. AS 14.020.215(6) o f the bill is very similar to the language contained in 4AAC 12.900(13). For this 
reason the Department does not believe that a  need exists to put this definidon in statute.

T he costs associated with implementation o f this bill are:

a) Travel: Funds will be used to meet with university and Department of Education personnel in the 
im plem entation of this statute.

b) Contractual: Funds will be used to advertise for the public notices concerning regulations, as well as fo r 
printing and distribution of same.

c) Supplies: Purchase of necessary supplies needed to implement the act. Implementation o f a  new 
certification form and reprograming computers.

T he Departm ent o f Education's position on this bill is neutral.

APPROVED:

Division EF&s s

Commissioner/Deputv Jerry Covey

Signatur Date



R e s p o n s e  t o  D O E  A n a l y s i s

H B  3 2 6

DOE offers three conclusions in its fiscal note analysis. These conclusions warrant a 
response.

1. DOE points out that there are existing mechanisms for certifying teachers in fields 
where baccalaureate training is not available.

The department doesn't seem to recognize the problem. The existing certificate for 
teachers of Alaska Native language/culture and military science isn't even called a 
certificate. It's called a "Letter of Authorization," and these teachers are called 
"recognized experts" instead of teachers, despite the fact that they bring a wealth of 
knowledge to our classrooms and fulfill the same responsibilities as other teachers.

This certification regime has created a second-class status for these teachers. A Letter 
of Authorization creates the impression that they are equivalent to a substitute teacher, 
someone without special skills who is hired in an emergency. This has placed them in 
a certification ghetto. HB 326 represents an attempt to bring them out of that ghetto.

This legislation does not give these teachers greater status than they deserve. But at 
least it acknowledges their status as teachers. This change alone will encourage 
more respect and better treatment at the local level.

2 .  DOE states that existing regulations are adequate for the certification of teachers in 
these limited fields. While the regs may be adequate in DOE's view, they are not 
consistent. HB 326 offers DOE the opportunity to standardize its certification for all 
non-baccalaureate teachers.

Teachers of Alaska Native language or culture are currently certified for one year at a 
time, while Voc Ed teachers with similar certification renew every two years. For some 
reason, military science teachers are apparently no longer required to have any State 
certification. They teach solely on the basis of a Department of Defense approval.
This could raise questions of liability for the State.

The creation of limited teacher certification in statute could be an opportunity for DOE 
to bring all these teachers into a single category with a single set of governing 
regulations.

3 .  DOE claims this bill's redefinition of "teacher" is unnecessary because it is similar to 
the current definition set out in regulations. The definition needs to be firmly 
established in statute, where it serves as the basis for a broad array of interpretations. 
That is the whole purpose of Section 3 in HB 326 - to provide greater clarity in the 
definition of "teacher."

Since "teacher" is already defined in statute, it should be accurately defined. A 
teacher should not be identified merely as someone who teaches. The existing



Response to DOE Analysis Page 2

regulatory definition provides a clear indication of the category of people subject to
certification For this reason, it has been used as the basis for the refined definition in 
Section 3 of this bill.
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Q R A M D U M

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Rep. Mike Navarre v
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee

Rep. Eileen MacLean 

February 24, 1992 

Hearing for HB 326

I am requesting a hearing before the House Finance Committee at your 
earliest convenience for HB 326, An Act relating to requirements for 
limited teacher certificates.

HB 326 provides for the certification of teachers in certain limited fields 
where baccalaureate degree training is not sufficiently available. The 
educational fields affected by this bill are Alaska Native language or 
culture, military science, and some vocational or technical subjects.

Limited certificates would be available only to teachers in these specified 
fields, and only because there is no baccalaureate degree training 
specific to these fields. These teachers would still be required to 
demonstrate both a mastery of the subject matter and teaching 
competency. Regulations adopted by the State Board of Education 
would assure the competency of teachers under this classification.

Limited certificates would be valid solely in the area of expertise for 
which they are issued, and they would be issued only upon the request 
of the local school board.

This legislation does not diminish the importance of the existing 
baccalaureate requirement. It merely recognizes that a specific group of 
teachers already participating in the education of our children possesses 
skills that cannot be acquired through the baccalaureate process. HB 
326 assures these teachers are given comparable recognition in the 
certification process. At the same time, the bill gives the state board



Rep. Mike Navarre 
February 24, 1992

Page 2

authority to require academic training for those holding a limited 
certificate.

In addition, HB 326 clears up a longstanding ambiguity in the law related 
to the definition of "teacher." The existing definition is somewhat circular, 
and does not clearly identify those educational employees who are 
required to be certified. This bill more accurately defines a teacher.

HB 326 has received broad support from educators, administrators, 
professional organizations and the public. Among the organizations 
supporting the bill are NEA-Alaska, the Association of Alaska School 
Boards, the Governor's Council on Vocational Education, the Alaska 
Council of School Administrators, and numerous school districts.



S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t
CS HB 326 (HES)
Rep . E ileen MacLean

HB 326 provides for the certification of teachers in certain limited fields where 
baccalaureate degree training is not sufficiently available. The educational fields 
affected by this bill are Alaska Native language or culture, military science, and some 
vocational or technical subjects.

Limited certificates would be available only to teachers in these specified fields, and 
only because there is no baccalaureate degree training specific to these fields. These 
teachers would still be required to demonstrate both a mastery of the subject matter 
and teaching competency. Regulations adopted by the State Board of Education 
would assure the competency of teachers under this classification.

Limited certificates would be valid solely in the area of expertise for which they are 
issued, and they would be issued only upon the request of the local school board.

HB 326 is designed to resolve a longstanding problem of employment equity for 
certain teachers who are already providing instruction in our schools. For example, 
many Native language teachers have duties and responsibilities that are similar to 
certified teachers. Yet they are not getting the same recognition and encouragement. 
Instead of receiving a certificate, they are issued a "letter of authorization." Instead of 
being classified as teachers, they are called "recognized experts."

This disparity in status aggravates a number of problems for these teachers, including 
pay equity, peer respect and self-esteem. This bill does not compromise the powers of 
local school districts to set salary levels. Nor does it affect the tenure rights of these 
teachers. But it does confirm the value of the skills and experience these teachers 
offer to our students.

This legislation does not diminish the importance of the existing baccalaureate 
requirement. It merely recognizes that a specific group of teachers already 
participating in the education of our children possesses skills that cannot be acquired 
through the baccalaureate process. HB 326 assures these teachers are given 
comparable recognition in the certification process. At the same time, the bill gives 
the state board authority to require academic training for those holding a limited 
certificate.

This bill would equalize the status of teachers whose certification is based on criteria 
other than a baccalaureate degree. It would also allow DOE to achieve a 
standardization that does not currently exist. This could be done by combining all of 
these groups under a single certificate.

In addition, HB 326 clears up a longstanding ambiguity in the law related to the 
definition of "teachei." The existing definition is somewhat circular, and does not 
clearly identify those educational employees who are required to be certified. This bill 
more accurately defines a teacher.



S p o n s o r  S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s

CS HB 326 (HES)

The following is a sectional analysis of HB 326:

Section 1 - This is a statement of purpose of the bill.

Section 2 - Allows a person to receive a limited teacher certificate to teach Alaska 
Native language or culture, military science, or a vocational or technical course for 
which the State Board of Education determines that baccalaureate degree training is 
not sufficiently available.

Provides that a limited teacher certificate may be issued on’y if it is requested by the 
school board of the district in which the person will be teaching.

Allows the state board to adopt regulations outlining the teaching skills and subject 
matter expertise that are required of applicants for a limited certificate. This section 
also permits the board to require academic training by persons issued a limited 
certificate.

Section 3 - Amends the definition of "teacher."

This section clears up a longstanding ambiguity in the law related to the definition of 
"teacher." This definition is important because it defines the class of people subject to 
the certification requirement. The existing statutory definition is unclear.

AS 14.20.215(6) contains the following definition of "teacher:"
"teacher" means a person serving in a teaching, counseling, or administrative capacity 
and required to be certificated in order to hold the position.

In combination with AS 14.20.010, this wording creates a circular definition in statute. 
Under AS 14.20.010, a teacher is required to hold a certificate, and under AS 
14.20.215(6), a person is a teacher if he or she is required to hold a certificate.

Section 3 of this bill offers an improvement by defining the conditions under which a 
person must be considered a teacher, and therefore subject to the certification 
requirement.



\  J n iv e r s it y  o f  A l a s k a  F a i r b a n k s
Fairbanks, Alaska 99775

J u d i t h  K l e i n f e l d  
D i r e c t o r ,  N o r t h e r n  S t u d i e s  

C o l l e g e  o f  L i b e r a l  A r t s  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 7 5  
J a n u a r y  2 9 ,  1 9 9 2

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E i l e e n  P .  M a c L e a n  
C o - C h a i r ,  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c L e a n :

I  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  HB 3 2 6 ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  t e a c h e r s  i n  c e r t a i n  f i e l d s  w h e r e  b a c c a u l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  
t r a i n i n g  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  o r  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t e a c h e r s  
o f  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e ,  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e ,  o r  
v o c a t i o n a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .

T h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  n e e d e d  i n  A l a s k a  a s  
i t  r e c o g n i z e s  a n d  r e w a r d s  e x p e r t i s e  t h a t  i s  n o t  a c q u i r e d  i n  a  
t r a d i t i o n a l  c o l l e g e  p r o g r a m .  T o  i n s i s t  t h a t  p e r s o n s  w i t h  s u c h  
e x p e r t i s e  n o n e t h e l e s s  g o  t h r o u g h  a  s t a n d a r d  t e a c h e r  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  i s  u n r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  k e e p s  f i n e  i n s t r u c t o r s  
o u t  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .

T h e  p r e s e n t  b i l l  i s  m u c h  i m p r o v e d  f r o m  i t s  e a r l i e r  v e r s i o n ,  HB 
2 0 3 .  I  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  y o u r  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  i n t o  t h i s  n e w  
b i l l  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e c e i v e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  
i n  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s k i l l s .  I  h a d  m a d e  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  e a r l i e r .

T h i s  b i l l  i s  i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  e f f o r t s  t o  i m p r o v e  
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t e a c h e r s  b y  m a k i n g  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  
s u b j e c t  a r e a  e x p e r t i s e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  f o r c e  w i t h o u t  
u n d e r g o i n g  a  l e n g t h y  a n d  i n a p p o p r i a t e  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m .

P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  i f  I  c a n  d o  a n y t h i n g  m o r e  t o  s u v  p o r t  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n .



Association of Village Council Presidents 
P.O. Box 219 • Bethel, Alaska 99559 • Phone 543-3521

F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  1 9 9 2

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E i l e e n  P .  M a c L e a n  
C o - C h a i r ,  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
P . O .  B o x  8 3 0  
B a r r o w ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 2 3

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c L e a n :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 9 2 ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
HB 3 2 6  w h i c h  y o u  h a d  i n t r o d u c e d  l a s t  s e s s i o n .

W e ,  a t  A V C P ,  I n c . ,  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  
e n a b l e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  N a t i v e  c r a f t s  
t e a c h e r s  a n d  o t h e r  f i e l d s  w h e r e  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  t r a i n i n g  i s  
n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  We a g r e e  t h a t  HB 3 2 6  i s  l o n g  o v e r d u e .

I f  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  e n s u r e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  i m p o r ­
t a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  o r  w r i t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  V I L L A G E  C O U N C I L  P R E S I D E N T S

M P N : c h



N E A - A L A S K A
AFFILIATED WITH T H E  NATIONAL E D U C A T I O N  ASSOCIATION

D on  O be rg , P re s id en t
Claudia Douglas 

Vico President 

1* 0. Box 7‘1837 
Fairbanks. A K  99707 

Judy Salo
N E A  Director 

1510 Kenollzi! Court 
Konol. A K  99611 

Paul Jarvi
Region I Director 

P.O. Box 5876 
Ketchikan. A K  99901 

Dccdle Sorensen 
Region 1 Director 

6903 Sunnv Dr.
Juneau. A K  99801 

Mary Bohonan
Region II Director 

P O  Box 116*1 
Delta Junction. A K  99737 

Trcna Richardson 
Region III Director 

Box 2278
Soldotna. A K  99669 

Olaf Allison
Region IV Director 

Box 44
Klana. A K  99749 

Kathy Gross
Region IV Director 

P.O. Box 1652 
Bethel. A K  99559 

Susan Annls
Region V  Director 

2118 Cushman Street 
Fairbanks. A K  99701 

Carole Evans
Region V Director 

2118 Cushman Street 
Fairbanks. A K  99701 

Gayle Harbo
Region V  Director 

Box 80522 
College. A K  99703 

Loretta B. Christie 
Region VI Director 

2220 Yorkshire Lane 
Anchorage. A K  99504 

Richard Kronberg 
Region VI Director 

3511 Chinlak Bay Dr 
Anchorage, A K  99515 

P a m  McCorl
Region VI Director 

2116 Sorbus Way 
Anchorage. AK 99508 

Kathl McCord
Region VI Director 

1601 Hidden Lane 
Anchorage, A K  99501 

John Cyr
Region VII Director 

P.O. Box 873663 
Wasllla. A K  99687 

Sandy Pcvon
Region VII Director 

Box 871256 
Wasllla. A K  99687 

Dorothy Wells
Region R  Director 

2529 Nelson Road 
North Pole. A K  99705

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFF ICE 
1411 W. 33RD AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 
(907) 274-0536 

FAX: (907) 274-0551

F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  1 9 9 2

JUNEAU OFF ICE  
105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 
(907) 586-3090 

FAX: (907) 586-2744

FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFF ICE
2118 CUSHMAN STREET 

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
(907) 456-4435 

FAX I907) 456-2159

T o :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  C a r n e y  a n d  L i n c o l n  C o - C h a i r s  o f  H o u s e  H E S S ,  m e m b e r s
o f  t h e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e

F r o m :  D o n  O b e r g ,  N E A - A l a s k a  P r e s i d e n t

R E :  H B 3 2 6  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  l i m i t e d  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e ;
d e f i n i n g  ‘ t e a c h e r ’ ; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

N E A - A l a s k a  S u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  o f  H B  3 2 6  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  l i m i t e d  c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  
c e r t a i n  a r e a s  o f  e x p e r t i s e  w h e r e  a t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t .  
P r e s e n t l y  t h e r e  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  p r o v i d i n g  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  t o  s t u d e n t s  o f  o u r  s t a t e ,  
s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t h e  j o b  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  
p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  j o b s  o f  t e a c h e r s  b u t  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e .

W e

N E A - A l a s k a  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  S e c t i o n s  1 ,  2 ,  a n d  3  c o v e r s  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  n e e d  t o  e m p o w e r  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  g r a n t  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
q u a l i f y i n g  f o r  l i m i t e d  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  I t  i s  o u i  o p i n i o n  t h a t  r e d e f i n i n g  " t e a c h e r "  a d d s  
c l a r i t y  b u t  d o e s  n o t  s t r e n g t h e n  o r  b r o a d e n  t h e  m e a n i n g .

W e  w o u l d  q u e s t i o n  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  S e c t i o n  4 .  W h a t  w i l l  b e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t e a c h e r s  
c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n ?  H o w  w o u l d  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ’ w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
b e  a l t e r e d  b y  r e p e a l  o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n ?  H o w  d o e s  t h e  r e p e a l  i m p a c t  c u r r e n t  t e a c h e r s  
w h o  h o l d  o t h e r  l i m i t e d  t y p e s  o f  l i m i t e d  c e r t i f i c a t e  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  D O E  R e g u l a t i o n s ?

W e  a r e  u n c l e a r  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  S e c t i o n  2  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  I t  i s  o u r  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  " t e a c h i n g "  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  c r i t i c a l l y  n e e d e d  i n  o u r  s c h o o l s .  U n t i l  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  p r o v i d e s  a  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  u n l i m i t e d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  w e  
w o u l d  u r g e  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  l i m i t e d  e n a c t m e n t  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  d e l e t i o n  
o f  S e c t i o n  4 .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r .  
N E A - A l a s k a  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  l i m i t e d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a r e a s  o f  e x p e r t i s e .
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A d v o c a t e s  f o r  A l a s k a ' s  Y o u t h

H B  3 2 6  
S u p p o r t  f o r  

L i m i t e d  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e s

The Association of Alaska School Boards (AASB) supports HB 326, 
providing limited teacher certificates in certain limited fields where 
baccalaureate degree training in not available, so long as the person 
demonstrates both subject matter expertise and teaching competency.

The Association of Alaska School Boards is also on record as supporting 
a bonafide postsecondary education certification program in the area of 
Alaska Native Language & Culture, in particular, to provide opportunities 
for Alaskan students to pursue a career in teaching. (AASB Resolution 
92-29)

AASB also supports language in HB 326 allowing the State Board of 
Education to require by regulation additional academic training (and 
satisfactory progress) if it is deemed necessary.
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EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
Carl F.N. Rose



ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 
ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 
ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

• ALASKA COUNC IL OF SCHOOL ADM IN ISTRATORS •
326 Fourth St., Suite 408, Juneau, AK 99801-1101 (907)586-9702 FAX (907) 586-5879

POSITION STATEMENT

HOUSE BILL NO. 326

"An Act relating to requirements for limited teacher certificates; defining 
'teacher'; and providing for an effective date."

The Alaska Council of School Administrators is in support of House Bill 
#326.

The Alaska Council of School Administrators has been critical of past 
attempts to design special certificates without some safeguards to insure 

} there are standards and the interest of the students served are met first 
and foremost.

This legislation addresses our major concerns regarding the limited 
nature of the certificate, the responsibility of the school district to 
request such a certificate and the ability of the district to require a 
person issued a limited certificate to undertake academic training.

We appreciate the sponsor’s willingness to make the necessary changes to 
this legislation. We feel in the long run, the children will be better 
served.

)
/



G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l  o n  V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n

C.J. Thomas 
Chair

Sue E. Miller 
Vice Chair

Alice Bergdoll 
Administrative Assistant

Jerry Lewis 
Executive Director

211 Fourth Street. Suite tot • Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Pho ae: (907) 586-1736 • FAX: (907) 586-1250

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E i l e e n  M a c L e a n  
B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c L e a n ,

T h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l  o n  V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  d i s c u s s e d  a s  a n  
a g e n d a  i t e m  HB 3 2 6 ,  a n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l i m i t e d  
t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  q u a r t e r l y  m e e t i n g  i n  J u n e a u  o n  
F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 9 9 2 .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  t h a t  p e r s o n s  i n  
t h i s  c a t e g o r y  p r e s e n t l y  a r e  c o v e r e d  b y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s ,  t h e  
c o u n c i l  f e l t  t h a t  HB 3 2 6  w o u l d  g i v e  t h e  d e s e r v e d  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  
t h o s e  p e r s o n s  t h a t  a r e  t e a c h i n g  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  o r  c u l t u r e ,  
m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  v o c a t i o n a l  o r  t e c h n i c a l  c o u r s e s  a l o n g  s i d e  
t h o s e  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  h a v e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  n o w .  X a m  p l e a s e d  t o  a d v i s e  
y o u  t h a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  v o t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

/ a b



NOME PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Box 131, Nome, A laska 99762 • Telephone (907) -143-2231

J a n u a ry  27 , 1992

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  E ileen P. M acLean 
C o -C h a ir , House F in an ce C omm ittee 
P .O . Box V 
Ju n e a u , AK 99811

D ea r R e p re s e n ta t iv e  M acLean :

T h is  le t t e r w il l s e rv e  as in d ic a t io n  o f o u r s u p p o r t o f y o u r House B ill 
No. 326. O u r schoo l d is t r i c t  has a need fo r th is  k in d  o f c e r t i f ic a t io n  
in c e r ta in  lim ite d  f ie ld s , ie . A la s k a N a tiv e  Language o r C u ltu r e .

T h a n k  you fo r y o u r in fo rm a t iv e  le t te r re q u e s t in g  s u p p o r t .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  v o u r s .

R o b e r t G . K in na 
S u p e r in te n d e n t

/m m r



A N C H O R A G E
SCHOOL DISTRICT:

SCHOOL BOARD

Darryl Jordan 
President

Carol Slolpo 
Vice Prosldonl

Wallor Faalhnrly 

Clark

Cabol Christianson 
Treasurer

Dorolhy Cox 

Therosa Nangle Obermeyer

Sharon Richards 
PasI Prosldonl

SUPERINTENDENT 

Thomas C. O'Rourke

c

4600 DeBarr Avenue 
P.O. Box 196614 

Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6614 
AREA CODE [907] 333-9561

F e b ru a ry  7 , 1 9 9 2

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  E ile e n  P . M a c L e a n  
C o -C h a ir , H o u se  F in a n c e  C o m m ittee  
P .O . B o x  830  
B a rro w , A K  99723

D e a r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  M a c L e a n :

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  ta k in g  th e  tim e  to  w r ite  to  m e  a b o u t H B  3 2 6 . A s 
S u p e r in te n d e n t  f o r  th e  A n c h o ra g e  S c h o o l D is t r ic t ,  I  fu lly  s u p p o rt  
a l te rn a t iv e  fo rm s  o f  c e r ti f ic a t io n .

B e s t  o f  lu c k  w ith  th e  ta sk  y o u  h av e  u n d e r ta k e n .

S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,

T h o m as  C . O 'R o u rk e  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

cc : B o b  C h r is ta l , A sst. S u p e r in te n d e n t fo r  In s tru c tio n




