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C S F O R  H O U S E  B IL L  N O . 314  (F IN A N C E )

IN  T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F T H E  ST A T E  O F  A L A SK A  

SE V E N T E E N T H  LEG ISLA TU R E - F IR S T  SE S SIO N  

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVES JACKO, Ivan, Mackie, Gruenbers, Finkelstein, GJPhillips, Koponen, Grussendorf

A B IL L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D

1 " A n  A ct e s ta b lish in g  a  c o o p e ra tiv e  a r ra n g e m e n t g ra n t  p ro g ra m  fo r  school d is tr ic ts ;  a n d

2  p ro v id in g  fo r  a n  effective d a te ."

| 3  B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

j 4  * S e c tio n  1. A S 14.14 is am ended  by  adding  a new  section  to  read:

5  Sec. 14.14.115. C O O PE R A T IV E  A R R A N G E M E N T  G R A N T  PR O G R A M  FO R  S C H O O L

6  D IS T R IC T S , (a) T o encourage  cooperative arrangem ents be tw een  school d istric ts to prov ide

7  m ore  e ffic ien t o r econom ical adm in istra tive o r educational serv ices, a schoo l d istric t m ay receive

8 a one-tim e coopera tive  a rrangem en t gran t from  the departm en t o f  up to  $100,000.

9 (b) T he cooperative a rrangem ent gran t fund  is estab lished  in  the departm en t. A n

10 appropria tion  m ade to  the fund  m ay only  be used  for coopera tive  a rrangem en t gran ts to school

11 d istric ts  that have en tered  in to  an agreem ent au thorized  u nder A S 14.14.110.

12 (c) In this section,

13 (1) "adm in istra tive services" and  "educational serv ices" have the m ean ings given

14 in  A S 14.14.110(a);
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(2) "district" has the m eaning  given in  A S 14.17.250. 

* S ec. 2 . T h is A c t takes effec t im m ediately  AS 01.10 .070(c).
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House of Representatives

P.O. Box 47001
Pedro Bay, Alaska 99647
(907)850-2208

While in Session: 
Box V
Juneau, AK 99811 
(907)465-4942 Finance

Subcommittee Chair:
Courts
Department of Public Safety 
Finance
Subcommittee Member: 
Department of Fish and Game

Member:
Finance Comittee

Rep. George Jacko, Jr.
M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Representativt /arre, Co-Chair
Representative acLean, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

FROM: ticko, Jr.

DATE: May 10,1991

SUBJECT: Request for Scheduling of House Bill 314

I respectfully request that a hearing be scheduled for House Bill 314, "An Act establishing 
a cooperative arrangement grant program for school districts; and providing for an effective 
date," pending referral from the House Health, Education and Social Services Committee 
on Tuesday. As we ask Alaska's school districts to tighten their belts from year to year, I 
believe the Alaska Legislature must find ways to assist them. HB 314 is an attempt to 
address this need.

Aleutian Region School district is one of Alaska's smallest school districts. Inflation has 
caused a significant increase in operating costs and, as budgets have been cut as a result of 
decreasing value of the dollar, the school district has had a difficult time absorbing these 
increased costs. This is partially because they are very small, yet they must still provide 
administrative and related educational support services. These functions are necessary but 
do not provide teachers and materials for the students.

Recently, Aleutian Region has taken the initiative to contract with a neighboring school 
district for its administrative services in an attempt to reduce costs.11 believe the Legislature 
should support these efforts and encourage all of Alaska's small school districts to find a 
way to live within their means.

This is why I have introduced House Bill 314, which would provide an incentive to school 
districts willing to enter into cooperative arrangements of this type in order to reduce costs. 
Application can be made to the Department of Education for a one-time only "cooperative 
arrangement" grant of up to $100,000.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I have enclosed a letter of support from 
the Alaska Association of School Boards and a copy of HB 314, to which several co­
sponsors have signed on since the first printing. If you have any questions regarding this 
legislation, please contact Ingrid Jacobsen of my staff at 465-4942.
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Establishing a Cooperative Arrangement Grant Program
for School Districts

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d s  s u p p o r t s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  f a v o r a b l e

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  H B  3 1 4  a w a r d i n g  c o o p e r a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  i n c e n t i v e  g r a n t s  to s c h o o l

districts t h a t  e n t e r  a n  a g r e e m e n t  for s h a r e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  services.

A  o n e - t i m e  c o o p e r a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  g r a n t  will h e l p  offset initial c o s t s  o f  relocation, 

t r a n s f e r  o f  staff, a n d  r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  roles a n d  responsibilities o f  staff. W l  ',e l o n g  

t e r m  c o s t  s a v i n g s  m a y  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  t h e s e  s h o r t  t e r m  c o s t s  c a n  p r o h i b i t  districts f r o m  

e n t e r i n g  I nto a g r e e m e n t s  for s h a r e d  services. T h e s e  g r a n t  w o u l d  h e l p  alleviate t h e  

a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r  s c h o o l  districts t o  l o o k  m o r e  f a v o r a b l y  o n  

c o o p e r a t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  of A l a s k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d s  s u p p o r t e d  p a s s a g e  o f  H B  2 8 2  ( C o o p e r a t i o n  

B e t w e e n  S c h o o l  Districts) last y e a r  b e c a u s e  it e n s u r e d  local a u t o n o m y  a n d  d e c i s i o n  

m a k i n g  b y  local s c h o o l  districts c o n s i d e r i n g  s h a r e d  services. S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  a  n u m b e r  

o f  districts h a v e  e x p l o r e d  s h a r e d  services, b u t  f i n d  that, i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s ,  s h o r t  t e r m  

c o s t s  o f  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a r e  prohibitive. W e  b e l ieve a n  i n c e n t i v e  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  is t h e  

m i s s i n g  p i e c e  o f  t h e  puzzle, a n d  will i n d i c a t e  to districts t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  

Legislature's i n t e n t  to e n c o u r a g e  c o o p e r a t i v e  services.
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