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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY REPRESENTATIVE NAVARRE 

Introduced: 4/10/91
Referred: Health, Education & Social Services, State Affairs, Finance

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

I "An Act including service in a Bureau of Indian Affairs contract school as BIA service 

; 2 in the teachers’ retirement system."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

HOUSE BILL NO. 266

i
i

4 * Section 1. AS 14.25.220(8) is amended to read:

 ̂ 5 (8) "BIA service"

| 6 (A ) means service, including partial years, as a teacher, a certificated

7 person employed in a full-time position requiring a teaching certificate as a condition of

8 employment, or a Bureau of Indian Affairs professional educator in a school or school

9 system operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Alaska;

10 (B) includes service that otherwise meets the requirem ents for BIA

1 1 service except that Ihc service was performed in a Bureau of Indian Affairs contract

12 school during the period after the school was operated by (he Bureau of Indian

13 Affairs and before the school was operated by a school district or regional

14 educational attendance area;

11110266a -1- IIB 266
New T nx t  U n ^ r i  i n m i  !DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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1 * Sec. 2. A member of the teachers’ retirement system who has claimed service in a Bureau of Indian

2 Affairs contract school as outside service under AS 14.25.060 may convert the claimed BIA contract

3 school service to BIA service by filing an application with the administrator. The conversion is effective

4 on the first day of the month after the application is received by the division o f retirement and benefits.

5 If the arrearage indebtedness paid by the member for the BIA contract school service when that service

6 was considered outside service is greater than the arrearage indebtedness for that service when it is

7 considered BIA service, the division shall refund the difference to the member.

HB 266 -2-
New T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
No. 1
Bill Version: HB 266
(H) Publish Date: 4 / 2 9 / 9 1

Revision Date:_________________________________________
Title: An act g ran ting  TRS BIA credit for service w ith  a 
form er BIA contract school.

Sponsor _  
R equestor.

Navarre

E xpend itu res/R evenues: (T housands of Dollars)

D epartm ent Affected: Administration
BRU: Retirem ent and Benefits______

Com ponent: R etirem ent and  Benefits

COM PONENT SERIAL N O . 6 4

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY95 FY 96 FY 97
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EOUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTA L OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

| REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FU N D IN G : (T housands of dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
UlHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

P O SIT IO N S
FULL-TIME: 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME: 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEM PORARY: 0 0 0 0 0 - 0

Estim ate of current year im pact:. Zero

ANALYSIS: (attach  a sep ara te  page if necessary.)
T here  is no m easurab le financial im pact to the Teachers' R etirem ent System  w ith  passage of this bill.

P repared B v:^-iG arv Bader Phone: 4654460
Division: Retirement and Benefits

A pproved by Commissioner: M ille tt Keller
Agency:________ D epartm ent of A dm in istration

   *f/ljbAaJLm m w

Datp

Date:

I
Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, flj;

Rev 10/90

■i--------------------------
five Sponsor, R equestor, OMB & Im pacted  Agency(ies).
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FISCAL NOTE

STA TE OF ALASKAV >> Bill Version: HB 2 6 6 .
.992!LEGISLATIVE SESSION (H) Publish Date: 4 /2 9 /9 1

Revision Date:__ __________________________Department Affected:  Education_________
Title: Including Service in a Bureau BRU: ___________________________
n f Tnriian A ffa irs  contract Sr.hnnl_______ Component: _______________________________
Sponsor:  Mavarre---------------------------------  ---------------------------------------------
Requestor:______ HESS_____________________  COMPONENT SERIAL N O . _____________

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
UNO & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CUIMS
MISCELUNEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL

1 REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME
part - time
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Prepared By:  Mary Hakala /,i / /  II .______ phone
Division: commissioner's nan-

Approved by Commissioner: S ta v r^m le , Acting Commissioner
Agency: Education 7  Dale: 4/25/91

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies) 

Rev 10/90 . PageJ__of
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  N a v a r r e

C o -C h a ir  
H ouse F inance  C om m ittee  

P.O. liox V 
Ju n eau , A laska 90811 

(907) 465-3779

SPONSOR STATEMENT.

May 13,1991
TO: Representative Mike Navarre, Co-Chair, House Finance Committee 

Representative Eileen MacLean, Co-Chair, House Finance Committee

SUBJECT: House Bill 266, An Act relating to Bureau of Indian Affairs contract 
employment.

House Bill 266, an Act relating to the Bureau of Indian Affairs contract 
employment, will provide corrective measures for a small group of former Bureau 
of Indian Affairs staff members. In historical perspective, when the BIA was 
removing itself from providing educational opportunities in Alaska some areas of 
the state felt more comfortable with a known entity, the BIA , than with the 
replacement organization, REAA. In response, the BIA by contract to local 
school boards continued to operate for a period of time. The employees of the BIA 
contract schools were not incorporated in the roll-over to the state retirement 
system. HB 266 will allow approximately ten to fifteen teachers to pay into and use 
their contract BIA years for vesting purposes in the Teacher Retirement System.
I have enclosed a summary of a typical BIA contract situation presented by one of 
the affected teachers. I believe that the enclosed summary pretty succinctly states 
the inequities of the BIA contract dilemma.
The fiscal impact of HB 266 is so minimal that we are expecting a zero fiscal note. 
Contact person for HB 266 is Tom Ackerly a t 3779 in Capital 515.

FROM: Representative Mike Nava

9

DISTINCT 5
34824 K-Beach Road • Soldotnu, Alaska 99669 • (907)262-7842

o



Sue S k im o n -J o n e s  
1325 M e n d e n h a ll P en n , Pd. 
J u n e a u ,  AK 00801

A p r il 21. 1991

M r .  N a v a r re ,

P lease s u p p o r t  H.B. 266.

I  am  w r i t i n g  to  e xp ress  m y  con ce rn  f o r  the  passage o f  th is  b i l l .  S ince I am 
d i r e c t l y  a f fe c ted  b y  the  ou tcom e  o f th is  b i l l ,  I  s t r o n g l y  u rg e  y o u  to  also 
s u p p o r t  th is  b i l l .
I t a u g h t  in  C h e va k  (K ashun im u it  School D istrict), f r o m  1982-1984. A t  th is  
t im e  i t  w a s  a B I A  con t ra c te d  school and  no t in v o l v e d  in  th e  T e a che r  
R e t i re m e n t  S ys tem  o f  A la s ka . T h e  passage o f  H.B. 266, w i l l  v e r y  e a s i ly  
c o r re c t  an u n ju s t  and  u n fa i r  s itu a t ion  f o r  a sm a ll a m o u n t  o f  teache rs  w h o  
h a v e  ta u g h t  in  A la s k a  u n d e r  a B I A  con t ra c te d  s ys tem .

Y o u r  in te re s t  and  s u p p o r t  in  pass ing H.B. 266 is g r e a t l y  a pp re c ia ted .

Sue Sk iman-Jones



oU*U
} > ,0 , I fy  22707

m  a m

A p r il 21, 1991

M r. N a va r re ,

I  am w r i t i n g  to  exp ress  m y  co n ce rn  and s u p p o r t  f o r  H.B. 266, A s  I am 
d i r e c t l y  e f fe c te d  b y  th e  ou tcom e  o f  th is  b il l,  I s t r o n g l y  u rg e  y o u  to  also 
s u p p o r t  th is  b i l l ,  F o r  th e  past 4 yea rs ,  I h a v e  been  b u y in g  in  m y  th re e  
tea ch in g  y e a rs  f r o m  a B . I .A .  con t ra c te d  school, I  t a u g h t  in  C h c va k  
(K ashun im u it  School D istr ic t), f r o m  1982-1985 and w a s  u n d e r  the  
im p re ss io n  f r o m  the  T e a c h e r  R e t i r e m e n t  S ys tem , t h a t  i t  w a s  ins ta te  
e xp e r ie n ce  and  w i l l  c o u n t  t o w a r d  y e a rs  f o r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  N o w  I f i n d  o u t  th is  is 
no t t ru e .

T h e  passage o f  H.B. 266, w i l l  v e r y  e as i ly  c o r re c t  an u n ju s t  and  u n fa i r  
s itu a t io n  f o r  a sm a ll am o u n t  o f  teache rs  w h o  h a ve  t a u g h t  in  A la s k a  u n d e r  a 
B I A  co n t ra c te d  system ,

Y o u r  in te re s t  and  s u p p o r t  in  pass ing H,B. 266 is g r e a t l y  app re c ia te d .



April 22 , 1991

R e p re s e n ta tiv e  Mike N avarre  
Box V
J u n e a u , A laska 99811 

D ear R e p re se n ta tiv e  N avarre ,

I w ould like to th an k  you for subm itting HB 266  to th e  leg is la tu re  for 
p a s s a g e .  This is a  bill th a t g reatly  effec ts  m yself and  my wife a s  w e 
tau g h t for th re e  y e a rs  in C hevak , A laska w hile it w as  a  BIA co n trac t 
schoo l. T h ere  is no re a so n  why this se rv ice  should  not be c o v e red  by the 
T e a c h e rs  R e tirem en t S y stem . T h e se  sch o o ls  w ere  public A laskan  sch o o ls  
su b jec t to th e  s a m e  curriculum  an d  g rad u a tio n  req u irem en ts  a s  any  o th er 
they  ju s t w ere  funded  100%  by th e  federa l g o v ern m en t. A ccording to Jim 
Griffin, re tired  BIA C o n trac t Officer, who o v er saw  th e s e  c o n tra c t sc h o o ls  
they  w ere  no d ifferent than  th e  BIA day  sch o o ls  which a re  c o v e red  by the  
TR S. Y our efforts  to c o rrec t this inequity in th e  sy stem  is g reatly  
a p p r e c ia te d .

S in c e r e ly ,

/

F rederick  W. E sposito  
V o ca tio n a l C o o rd in a to r  
K enai P e n in su la  B orough S choo l District 
148 N Binkley St.
S o ld o tn a , A lask a  9 9669



148 North B ink ley Street • Soldotna . AK 99669 » Phone 907/262-5846 ’ “ ax 'J07

April 22, 1991

R e p re s e n ta tiv e  Mike N av arre  
Box V
J u n e a u , A lask a  99811 

D ear R e p re s e n ta tiv e  N avarre ,

I w ould like to th a n k  you for subm itting  HB 266  to th e  leg is la tu re  for 
p a s s a g e .  This is a  bill th a t g rea tly  e ffec ts  m yself an d  my h u sb a n d  a s  we 
tau g h t for th re e  y e a rs  in C h ev ak , A laska  w hile it w a s  a  BIA co n trac t 
sch o o l. Y our effort to co rre c t th is inequity  in th e  sy s te m  is g reatly  
a p p r e c ia te d .

S in c e re ly ,

Lana G. E sposito
S p ec ia l S e rv ic e s  T e a c h e r
K enai P e n in su la  B orough  S choo l D istrict
148 N Binkley St.
S o ld o tn a , A lask a  9 9 6 6 9
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NINILCHIK PORT GRAHAM RAZOOLNA SELOOVIA SEWARD SOLDOTNA STERLING TUSTUMENA '«CNE<



N E A - A L A S K A
>~v *\fr.r< v.irii n>' ...n o '.\i .! M .»»

Don O bcrg, P residen t
C t i i m l i a  D n u q l i i s  

V i r «  P r ^ i i t k ' n l

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE
M U  w 33RD AVENUE 

NNCKOR.AGE. ALASKA **u,VUj 
*’071 LI 7 l ib . i l )

: AX :u07> 37 I 'lVO I

JUNEAU O FFICE
:<;"j Ml.ML'I PAL WAV SUITE .502 

it NEAl ALASKA " u ' " l  ••or "So-nnon 
l-AX i i*'7 ;?o-37! i

FA IRBANKS REGIONAL O FFICE
. 1 1 ' UUSI iMAN 'TP.LET 

FAIRBANKS ALASKA ’*'701 
• *7 • I So--I-I ■' S 

“ AX • • >«>7i J I
I m l v  S a i n

N E A  D i r e c t o r

P a u l  J a m
l i i ' u m n  I D i r e c t o r

• V '
O e c d i e  S o r e n s e n  

R e g i o n  I D i r e c t o r

.\r. •* ‘—•1 
B r u c e  G a r r e t t

R e g i o n  I I  D i r e c t o r‘ j I * ' ijtiit:':
.t'-.. A K  " ° i ' I  t  

D e W a y n e  C r a i g
R e g i o n  I I I  D i r e c t o r  itut - s Dr - * A *•:.t.i; Ai\ •*•*•%! I 

K . i t h v  G r o s s
R e g i o n  I V  D i r e c t o r  

:»(t •Va |«nj
*.K V »  

M a r i l v n  R o s e n e
R e g i o n  I V  D i r e c t o r  

'* a  1 I
• : .:*• AK 

S u s a n  A n n l s
R e g i o n  V  D i r e c t o r  

!•».? * *\:v i . s p j  **:?e*t
r a . s - i r . i i *  AK 
M a r y  L o u  B r e n t  

R e g i o n  V  D i r e c t o r  

a s «uiiiT4 
V *K
G a y l e  l i a r  h o

R e g i o n  V  D i r e c t o r  A y '•‘L'J
»’ AK 
D o n  H a d l e y

R e g i o n  V I  D i r e c t o rJV* '.Vi>.»*v.in D:

April 25, 1991
IN

Reps. Georgianna Lincoln and Pat Carney, Co-Chairs, and 
Members of House HESS

Don Oberg

HB 266; An Act including service in a Bureau of Indian Affairs contract school 
as BIA service in the teachers' retirement system.

This bill affects only a small number of teachers who were caught in a time warp 
between BIA operation and school district or REAA formation. It covers those 
employees who worked for a BIA contract school during that interim period.

Clearly the service of that teacher was as valid under the contracted school as it was 
under BIA or the newly formed district and they should not be penalized for a system 
change beyond their control.

We urge you to correct this inequity and to vote in favor of passage of HB 266.
LE04/Biatim er/dl

R i c h a r d  K r o n b e r g  
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DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION
DIVISION OF RETIREMENT & BENEFITS 

PLEASE REPLY TO:

□  P.O.BOX CR
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99011-0203 
PHONE: (907)465-4460

Fax# 465-3086

701 EAST TUDOR ROAD. SUITE 240 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503-7445 
PHONE: (907) 563-5035

s . :« 6  c r o . ' . " i n  P»tl»V "4*t a , , : - - .  
7e i-:ne i3 r io i . t j i i 'w i i 5v« » t .

- W J i O 'd l  H j i . r o m j n i  i y s t i r r .

R j S ' . U  C i !  t e r i  P e t . f c r r e n l  5 > - t r - r

v jn o n a t O u jio Sct.'B 'rsn t 
ToinQ'.ai a.M -r.n.n: S,};cm 
PeUiii VCI'IIIiJII Gafiia .-V is iti'"» .0 .0 P-in 
SuM ie .'*m ,n Sei:el.!4 S yWm 

G n u -  " o i i m  l . h -  i - ' i u r a r c o  d v . i e i . i i  

C ii:le ite j C imcanaaiiCO P an 
-ua i-e £«•£• oyeri. 5 a c .i i Security C

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

A pril 20, 1990

Mr. Frederick Esposito 
Soldotna H igh School 
425 W. M arydale Ave.
Soldotna, AK 99669

TRS: 041-40-4992 *

Dear Mr. Esposito:

Your frustra tion  regard ing  your teaching service w ith  K ashunam uit School 
D istrict in  Chevak, Alaska is understandable, although  I have no la titude in 
this case.

The three years that you  are claim ing cannot be treated  as Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) service since th e  K ashunam uit School D istrict w as u n d er the 
Indian  R eorganization Act from  July 1, 1980 th rough June 30, 1985, and  not 
operated  by th e  BIA. A ccording to Teacher’s R etirem ent System statute, 
service for the K ashunam uit School m ust be trea ted  as A laska priva te  school 
service an d  claim ed as O utside Service.

You have claim ed that the M ay 6, 1986 letter from  Beverly Reeves stated  that 
you could buy  in  the three years as BIA service. In review ing the letter, it 
appears that Ms. Reeves w as sim ply notifying you of your indebtedness 
am ount p lus in terest for the "outside service a n d /o r  BIA service".
Ms. Reeves is an  accountant and  as such, does n o t m ake the d eterm in ­
ations of service qualification. She also recom m ended  that you contact 
Caram el W alder, the A nchorage office supervisor, if you had  any  questions.

Since the TRS law s are very  clear on this issue, it appears that the only 
rem edy available to you is through  sta tu tory  revision. I suggest that you 
contact your local legislative representatives and  discuss any rem edy with 
th em .

02-BJLH Note; Please include Your Social Security Number In All Correspondence 4. Requests Concerning Your Ben»lits.



'

Mr. Frederick Esposito 
A pril 20,1990 
Page 2

I can certainly sym pathize w ith  you r circum stance, and  w ish  you well in 
seeking a legislative solution.

Sincerely,

S S /ksl

/]
" Sally Sn#th 

D irector

Note: Hieaae inciuae tout aouiai w«<.wiity (x... ilw«<i hi • »* Ww>i •«(»«• ■■■•!■ • . • «’HW



SOLDOTNA H IGH  SCHOOL
K E N A I  P E N IN S U L A  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D IS T R IC T

f r a n k  c .  c a r r i t \  
p r i n c i p a l

MARLENE BENSON 
A S S I S T A N T  P R I N C I P A L

THOMAS G. FHORHE
“ (‘A c c llc n ce in L d u c a t i t in "  Vv r . hk inupm . mtis ihk

A pril 5 , 1990

S a lly  S m ith , D ire c to r
A la sk a  T e a c h e r s ’ R e t i r e m e n t  S y s te m
P.O. Box CR
J u n e a u , AK 9 9 8 1  1 -0 2 0 3  

D ear Ms. S m ith ,

I am  w r i t in g  to  you o u t o f f r u s t r a t i o n  a f t e r  sp e a k in g  w i th  s e v e ra l  
R e t i r e m e n t  F ie ld  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  and  c o r re s p o n d in g  w i th  th e m  o v e r th e  
p a s t  sch o o l y e a r . My w if e  and  I a r e  in a un iq u e  s i tu a t io n  and I n eed  y o u r 
h e lp  to  s o r t  t h i s  o u t a s  i t  Is  e x tr e m e ly  Im p o r ta n t to  us. H ere is  th e  
s i tu a t io n .

In J u n e  o f 1 9 8 2  my w if e  and I w e re  h ire d  a s  fu ll  t im e  c e r t i f i c a t e d  
t e a c h e r s  fo r  th e  K ash u n a m u it S ch o o l D i s t r i c t  In C hevak , A lask a . W hen w e  
a r r iv e d  in th e  v i l la g e  w e  d is c o v e re d  th a t  t h i s  p u b lic  sch o o l w a s  a BIA 
C o n tra c t  S choo l. T he BIA f in a n c e d  th e  sch o o l and  p ro v id e d  m a in te n a n c e  on 
th e  b u ild in g  b u t th e  lo ca l S choo l B oard  ra n  th e  d i s t r i c t .  We ta u g h t  in  t h i s  
d i s t r i c t  fo r  th r e e  y e a rs .

in J u n e  o f 1 9 8 5  w e  m oved  to  T ra p p e r  C reek , A la sk a  w e re  w e  re c e iv e d  
e m p lo y m e n t In th e  M a ta n u s k a -S u s i tn a  B orough S choo l D is t r ic t .  A t t h a t  
t im e  i in q u ire u  w i th  th e  TRS Lu Mud v u l l'.6 W buy \n th e  thhco  y o a rc  w o 
had  J u s t  s p e n t  in Chevak. I r e c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  d a te d  5 / 6 / 8 6  fro m  B ev e rly  
R eev es  s t a t i n g  th a t  I co u ld  buy th e  th re e  y e a r s  a s  BIA s e rv ic e .  S e v e ra l 
y e a r s  p a s s e d  b e fo re  I d e c id e d  to  b eg in  p ay in g  in to  th e  TRS to  buy th e s e  
y e a rs . '

My w if e  and  I a re  c u r r e n t ly  em p lo y ed  w i th  th e  K enai P e n in su la  B orough 
S choo l d i s t r i c t  and  th i s  p a s t  f a l l  I d e c id e d  w e  b o th  sh o u ld  buy in th e s e  
th r e e  y e a rs . I b eg an  m ak in g  phone c a l l s  to  th e  TRS and found o u t 
s o m e th in g  v e ry  d is tu rb in g . They c o n s id e re d  C hevak to  be a p r iv a te  sch o o l.



My w ife an d  I w ere  h ired  by th e  K ash u n am u it S ch o o l D istrict in A ugust 
1982 . T h is s c h o o l d is tr ic t c o n s is te d  of o n e  K - 12 sch o o l lo c a te d  in 
C h ev ak , A lask a . At th e  tim e w e w ere  told th a t th is  d is tric t w a s  a  "BIA 
C o n trac t"  sc h o o l d istric t. W hen w e inqu ired  a s  to w h a t th a t  m e a n t we 
w e re  in fo rm ed  th a t  sim ply  re fe r re d  to th e  fa c t th a t  th e  BIA g a v e  th e  
p eo p le  of C h ev a k  th e  m oney  to run their own sch o o l. T he h istory  ran  like 
th is :

C hevak  had  a  BIA school for qu ite  a  num ber of y e a rs  an d  felt very good  and  
co m fo rtab le  w ith th e  w ay th e  schoo l w as  run. W hen , in th e  la te  19 7 0 's ,
th e  BIA b e g a n  to  pull o u t of running sc h o o ls  in A laska, C h ev ak  an d  the
v illag es  of C h e fo rn a k  a n d  T u lu k sak  (K - 8 s c h o o ls  only) n e g o tia te d  with 
th e  BIA an  a r ra n g e m e n t by w hich th e  v illag es  co u ld  re ta in  con tro l over 
th e ir  s c h o o ls  w h ile  th e  BIA p ro v id e d  o p e ra tin g  fu n d s  a n d  bu ild ing  
m a in ten an ce .

T he village of C h ev ak  e le c te d  a  school b oard  an d  th e  K ash u n am u it School 
D istrict w a s  fo rm ed . T h e  sch o o l d is tric t fu n c tio n e d  a s  an y  o th e r  s in g le  
s ite  d istric t in A laska . T h e  schoo l board  w as publicly e le c te d  and  they  in 
turn  h ired  a  su p e r in te n d e n t,  office staff, c o o k s , te a c h e r s ,  a n d  a id s . T he 
d is tr ic t a p p lie d  for a n d  re c e iv e d  s e v e ra l  g r a n ts  th ro u g h  th e  A lask a  
D ep a rtm en t of E d u ca tio n  an d  rece iv ed  funds u n d e r se v e ra l Title p ro g ram s 
su ch  a s  Title 2 . T e a c h e rs  with th e  sch o o l p a r tic ip a te d  in s ta te -w id e , 
A la sk a  D e p a r tm e n t  of E d u c a tio n  s p o n s o r e d  in s e r v ic e s ,  w o rk s h o p s , 
p ro g ra m s , e tc ..  T h e  A lask a  D ep a rtm e n t of E d u ca tio n  c a m e  o u t to th e  
sch o o l a n d  e v a lu a te d  p ro g ra m s  a n d  curricu lum  a s  th e y  w ould an y  o th e r 
p u b lic  s c h o o l in A la sk a . T h e  d is tr ic t  a llo w ed  all s tu d e n ts  in th e  
a t te n d a n c e  a r e a  to a t te n d  th e  sch o o l r e g a rd le s s  of s e x , c re e d , ra c e , or
religion a n d  th e ir  hiring policy w as  th e  sa m e .

This a r ra n g e m e n t la s te d  until 1986 w hen  th e  BIA a n n o u n c e d  they  w ould 
no t p rov ide  fu n d s  to o p e ra te  th e  sch o o l for th e  following 1 9 8 6 -8 7  schoo l 
y ea r. At th a t tim e  th e  sch o o l d istric t lobb ied  for a n d  re ce iv e d  from  the  
leg is la tu re  fu n d s to b e c o m e  an  REAA schoo l d istric t. L an a  an d  I left the  
sch o o l d is tric t in 1986  a n d  su b se q u e n tly  b e c a m e  em p lo y ed  in th e  K enai 
P e n in su la  B orough  S choo l D istrict an d  still a re . W hen  w e c o n ta c te d  the  
T e a c h e r  R e tire m e n t S y s te m  a b o u t p u rc h a s in g  o u r  th re e  y e a r s  s p e n t  
te a c h in g  in C h e v a k  w e w ere  inform ed in a  le tte r  from  S ally  Sm ith , TR S 
D irector, th a t d u e  to th e  fac t th a t th e re  w ere  very  few  of th e s e  sc h o o ls  
an d  th a t th ey  w e re  a ro u n d  for only a  sh o rt period  of tim e th a t th e  TR S had  
n ev er included  th em . S h e  ind icated  to m e th a t the  only w ay to correct, this
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oversigh t w a s  th ro u g h  leg isla tion  w hich s h e  e n c o u ra g e d  m e to do.

C urren tly  th e re  a re  10 te a c h e r s  in A la sk a  th a t  I know  w ould qualify  to 
p u rc h a se  th e s e  y e a rs  shou ld  th e  leg islation  p a s s .  I s trong ly  e n c o u ra g e  you 
to c o n s id e r  rectify ing  th is  s itu a tio n  w hich p e n a liz e s  a  few  A la sk a n s  for 
se rv ice  in o u r rural A laskan  sch o o ls .

F re d e rick  W illiam  E sp o s ito
Activity D irector, S o ld o tn a  High S choo l




