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Dn THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES KUBINA, Koponen

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to hepatitis B testing and vaccinations for volunteer emergency personnel;
iI

and providing for an effective date."
j

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.15 is amended by adding a new section to read:

ARTICLE 3A. HEPATITIS B. ;

Sec. 18.15.250. VACCINATION PROGRAM FOR VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY j

PERSONNEL, (a) The department shall establish a program under which hepatitis B testing and ;
I

vaccination is reasonably accessible at no charge to all volunteer emergency medical and rescue 

personnel in the state who provide an emergency medical or rescue service primarily within an 

unincorporated community or within a municipality that does not provide funding for the service.

(b) In this section, "volunteer emergency medical and rescue personnel" means a trauma 

technician, medical technician, rescuer, or paramedic who is an acdve volunteer with a first 

responder service, a rescue service, an ambulance service, or a fire department that provides 

emergency medical or rescue services as part of its duties.

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 230 (FINANCE)

-1-
New Texz Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

C S H B  2 3 0 ( F I N )



* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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STATE OF ALASKA
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Bill Version:
Publish Date:

CSHB230 ( f i n ">

R E Q U E S T : FISCAL NOTE
Revision Dale: 

Title:

Sponsor:
Requester:

__________________________________________Agency Affect<Health & Social Serivces
An Act Relating to Hepatitis B b r u ; State H ealth  Serivces

Kubina, Koponen
H ouse HESS

Components: EpidemolOEV

O P E R A T IN G FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipm ent 
Land &  Structures 
G rants, Claims 
Miscellaneous

•

29.0 19.4 19.4 19.4 19.4 19.4

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G  29.0 19.4 19.4 19.4 19.4 19.4

C A P IT A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0:

R E V E N U E 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 .0 !

F U N D IN G : ("Thousands o f  D o lla rs )
G eneral Funds 29.0 19.4 19.4 19.4 19.4 19.4:
Federal Funds \
O ther 1
T O T A L 29.0 19.4 19.4 19.4 19.4 19.41

P O S IT IO N S
Full-Time 0 0 0 0 0 0i
Part-Time 0 0 0 0 0 0*
Temporary o 0 0 0 0 Oi

ANALYSIS: (attach a separate page if necessary)

SUPPLIES

Laboratory screening of 300 persons for FY  92 and 200 persons for each subsequent years @ 
$8.04/person. As a result of the screening 5% will only receive the initial Hepatitis vaccine @ 
$30.64/shot. The remainingTmdividuals will receive the series of three shots @ $91.92/series.

Prepared By. 
Division:

Approved By Commissioner:
Agency:

Phone:
Date:

Date:

465-3090
04/23/91

04/23.91
H EA LTH  & SOCIAL SER

D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  p r e p a r e r ) :

L e g is la t iv e  F in a n c e ,  L e g is la t iv e  S p o n s o r ,  R e q u e s t o r ,

O f f ic e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  &  B u d g e t ,  Im p a c t e d  A g c n c y ( ie s )

page of



STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Bill Vci
Publish LJo.

B ill V e rs io n : HB 230
REQUEST: FISCAL NOTB

(H) Publish Date: A/5/91_

Revision Date: 

Title:

Sponsor
R equester

A g e n c y  AffecnHealth & Social Serivces
A n Act Relating to Hepatitis B bru: S tate H ealth  Serivces

Kubina, Koponen
House HESS

_.Components: Epidemiology

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E N U E S : (T h o u san d s o f  D ollars '!
O P E R A T IN G FY  91 FY 92 FY 93 FY  94 FY 95 FY 96

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies 213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1
Equipm ent
Land &  Structures
G rants, Claims
Miscellaneous

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1

C A P IT A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

R E V E N U E 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

F U N D IN G : (T h o u san d s  o f  Dollars^)
G eneral Funds 
Federal Funds 
O ther

213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1

T O T A L 213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1 213.1

P O S IT IO N S
Full-Time
Part-Tim e
Tem porary

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 1

ANALYSIS: (attach a separate page if necessary)

SUPPLIES

Laboratory screening of 2000 persons @ $8.84/person. As a result o f the screening 5% will only 
receive the initial Hepatitis vaccine @ $33.70/shot. The remaining 1900 individuals will receive the 
series o f three shots @ $101.10/series.

Prepared By: 
Division:

Peter N. Nakamura, M.D., M PH  Q
PUBLIC H EA LTH

Theodore Mala, M.D., M PHApproved By Commissioner
Agency: H EA LTH  & SOCIAL SERVICES

Q k tL —

Phone:
Date:

Date:

D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  p r e p a r e r ) :

L e g is la t i v e  F in a n c e ,  L e g is la t iv e  S p o n s o r ,  R e q u e s t o r ,

O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  &  B u d g e t ,  Im p a c t e d  A g e n c y ( ic s )

page
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P o s i t i o n  P a p e r  

C S  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0

F o r  A n  A c t  E n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  H e p a t i t i s  B  t e s t i n g  a n d

v a c c i n a t i o n s  f o r  v o l u n t e e r  e m e r g e n c y  p e r s o n n e l ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  

a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

C S  f o r  H B  2 3 0  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p r o g r a m  u n d e r  w h i c h  h e p a t i t i s  B  t e s t i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n a t i o n s  a r e  r e a s o n a b l y  a c c e s s i b l e  a t  n o  c h a r g e  t o  a l l  

v o l u n t e e r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  a n d  r e s c u e  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w h o  

p r o v i d e  a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  o r  r e s c u e  s e r v i c e  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h i n  a n  

u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t y  o r  w i t h i n  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  

p r o v i d e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e .

D i s c u s s i o n  , I

H e p a t i t i s  B  i n f e c t i o n  i s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  h e p a t i t i s  B  v i r u s .  T h e  

i n c u b a t i o n  p e r i o d  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B  i s  l o n g  -  4 5  t o  1 6 0  d a y s ;  a v e r a g e  

1 2 0  d a y s .  T h e  v i r u s  i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  b y  p e r c u t a n e o u s  ( i n t r a v e n o u s ,  

i n t r a m u s c u l a r ,  s u b c u t a n e o u s ,  a n d  i n t r a d e r m a l )  a n d  p e r m u c o s a l  

e x p o s u r e  t o  i n f e c t i v e  b o d y  f l u i d s ,  a s  m a y  o c c u r  i n  n e e d l e  s t i c k s ,  

p e r i n a t a l  e x p o s u r e ,  o r  s e x u a l  e x p o s u r e .  O n l y  b l o o d , ,  s a l i v a ,  s e m e n ,  

a n d  v a g i n a l  f l u i d s  h a v e  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  b e  i n f e c t i o u s .

I l l n e s s  c a n  r a n g e  f r o m  n o  s y m p t o m s  t o  s e v e r e  i l l n e s s  a n d  d e a t h .

C l i n i c a l  s y m p t o m s  i n c l u d e  l o s s  o f  a p p e t i t e ,  m a l a i s e ,  n a u s e a ,  

v o m i t i n g ,  a b d o m i n a l  p a i n ,  a n d  j a u n d i c e .  S k i n  r a s h e s ,  j o i n t  p a i n ,  

a n d  a r t h r i t i s  c a n  a l s o  o c c u r .  T h e  c a s e - f a t a l i t y  r a t e  i s  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 . 4 % .  S o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  b e c o m e  i n f e c t e d  w i t h  

H e p a t i t i s  B  v i r u s  w i l l  b e c o m e  c h r o n i c a l l y  i n f e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  v i r u s .  

T h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  b e c o m i n g  a  c a r r i e r  i s  h i g h e r  i n  n e w b o r n s  a n d  

i n f a n t s  a n d  m u c h  l e s s  i n  a d u l t s .

E x c e l l e n t  g u i d e l i n e s  e x i s t  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  h e p a t i t i s .  O n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  i s  

" P r o t e c t i o n  A g a i n s t  V i r a l  H e p a t i t i s ,  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

I m m u n i z a t i o n  P r a c t i c e s  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  ( I P A C )  , "  M M W R  1 9 9 0 ; 3 9 S - 2 .  

T h e  g u i d e l i n e s  a r e  " d e s i g n e d  t o  m a x i m i z e  t h e  i n t e r r u p t i o n  o f  

h e p a t i t i s  B  v i r u s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  l o c a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  

t r a n s m i s s i o n . "  B o t h  n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  i n  A l a s k a  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r a t e g y  

f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B  p r e v e n t i o n  i s  t o  v a c c i n a t e  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  

h i g h  r i s k  o f  i n f e c t i o n .  T h e  m a j o r  d e t e r r e n t s  i n c l u d e  l a c k  o f  

k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  r i s k  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e ,  l a c k  o f  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  

p r o g r a m s ,  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a c c e s s  m o s t  o f  t h e  h i g h  r i s k  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  

a n d  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  v a c c i n e .

W i t h o u t  c o n d u c t i n g  a  s t a t e w i d e  s c r e e n i n g  p r o g r a m ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  

t o  k n o w  h o w  m a y  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  

s e r o p o s i t i v e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B ,  a n d  i t  i s  e v e n  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  h o w  m a n y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  i n f e c t e d  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  p a t i e n t  

c a r e .

I n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 0 ,  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r s  O c c u p a t i o n a l  

S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( O S H A )  r e l e a s e d  a n  O S H A  

I n s t r u p t i o n  o n  " E n f o r c e m e n t  P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  O c c u p a t i o n a l  E x p o s u r e  t o

I *



P o s i t i o n  P a p e r  C S  H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0  

P a g e  2

H e p a t i t i s  B  V i r u s  ( H B V )  a n d  H u m a n  I m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y  V i r u s  ( H I V ) . "  

T h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  r e q u i r e d  e m p l o y e r s  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  w o r k e r s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  p e r s o n n e l ,  t o  o f f e r  t o  e a c h  

e m p l o y e e ,  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  r i s k  o f  d i r e c t l y  c o n t a c t i n g  b o d i l y  f l u i d s ,  

H B V  v a c c i n a t i o n s  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ,  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  e q u i p m e n t  a s  

r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  C e n t e r s  f o r  D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l .  T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  

t o o k  e f f e c t  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 1 .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

L a b o r  s t a t e s  t h a t  o u r  O S H A  l a w s  d o  n o t  a p p l y  t o  v o l u n t e e r s  i n  t h i s  

s t a t e .

A  c e n t r a l  i s s u e  i n  h e p a t i t i s  B  v a c c i n e  p o l i c y  i s  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  

t h e  v a c c i n e .  I f  t h e  v a c c i n e  w e r e  i n e x p e n s i v e ,  t h e n  n a t i o n a l  a n d  

s t a t e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  u n i v e r s a l  

v a c c i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  p e r s o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  t h e  v a c c i n e  

( $ 3  3 . 0 0  p e r  d o s e ,  3  d o s e s  p e r  p e r s o n  o r  a  m i n i m u m  o f  $ 9 9 . 0 0  p e r  

p e r s o n  p l u s  t e s t i n g  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i n g  c o s t s )  h a s  r e q u i r e d  t h e  

v a c c i n e  t o  b e  t a r g e t e d  a t  t h o s e  a t  h i g h e s t  r i s k  o f  i n f e c t i o n .

A l t h o u g h  w e  b e l i e v e  - t h a t  t h e  r i s k  f o r  v o l u n t e e r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  

r e s p o n d e r s  t o  b e  i n f e c t e d  w i t h  h e p a t i t i s  B  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  

e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e  i s  l o w ,  w e  c a n n o t  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  r i s k  

a t  a l l .  W e  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  m a n y  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  r e s p o n d e r s  h a v e  

W o r k e r ' s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  c o v e r a g e  a n d  t h e  c o s t  o f  l o s t  w o r k  t i m e  a n d  

d i s a b i l i t y  b e n e f i t s  f o r  a n  E M T  w h o  g e t s  h e p a t i t i s  B  i n  t h e  

e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  s e t t i n g  c o u l d  e a s i l y  e x c e e d  $  2 0 , 0 0 0 ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  

d i s e a s e  d o e s  n o t  p r o g r e s s  t o  t h e  a c u t e  c a r c i m o n a  s t a t e .  A l s o ,  i n  

A l a s k a ,  i f  a n  e m p l o y e e  a p p l i e s  f o r  W o r k e r ' s  C o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  

e m p l o y e e  i s  p r e s u m e d  t o  h a v e  b e c o m e  s i c k  o r  i n j u r e d  o n  t h e  j o b  

u n l e s s  t h e  e m p l o y e r  c a n  p r o v e  o t h e r w i s e .

C u r r e n t  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( O S H A )  

r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  H e p a t i t i s  B  t e s t i n g  a n d  v a c c i n a t i o n s  b e  

m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  b y  e m p l o y e r s  o f  p a i d  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  

r e s p o n d e r s  a n d  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  w o r k e r s .

W h i l e  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  e m e r g e n c y  

p e r s o n n e l  a n d  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  h e p a t i t i s  B ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

h a s  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i c y  e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  b i l l  u p o n  t h e  s t a t e  

v a c c i n a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  I f  s i m i l a r  c o v e r a g e  w h e r e  t o  b e  p r o v i d e d  b y  

t h e  s t a t e  t o  a l l  h e a l t h  a n d  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  w o r k e r s ,  i t  i s  

a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  b e  a s  m u c h  a s  

$ 1 , 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r .

A  c u r r e n t l y  w r i t t e n ,  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  h e p a t i t i s  B  t e s t i n g  

a n d  v a c c i n a t i o n s  t o  v o l u n t e e r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  a n d  r e s c u e  

p e r s o n n e l  w h o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  p r i m a r i l y  i n  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  

c o m m u n i t i e s  o r  f o r  E M S  r e s p o n d e r s  w i t h i n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  

t h a t  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  E M S  s e r v i c e .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  d o e s  

n o t  a d d r e s s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  w h o  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  h e p a t i t i s  

B  t e s t i n g  a n d  v a c c i n a t i o n s  f o r  v o l u n t e e r  E M S  r e s p o n d e r s  w i t h i n  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s .
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P o s i t i o n  P a p e r  CS H o u s e  Bi ll  230 
P a g e  3

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S oc ia l  Se r vi c e s  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i n t e n t  of 
C S H B  230, b u t  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  it be amended'Sfclarify r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
by r e q u i r i n g  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t i e s  and b o r ou gh s  to p r o v i d e  h e p a t i t i s  
B s c r e e n i n g  a n d  v a c c i n a t i o n s  to all v o l u n t e e r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  
r e s p o n d e r s  wi.thin t h e i r  j urisdiction, and t he s t a t e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  
t h i s  s e r v i c e  to all v o l u n t e e r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  a n d  r e s c u e  s e r v i c e  
p r o v i d e r s  o u t s i d e  of i n c o r p o r a t e d  citie s and boroughs.

T h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  s c r e e n i n g  and v a c c i n a t i o n s  t o  t h o s e  
v o l u n t e e r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  r e s p o n d e r s  o u t s i d e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i ti e s  
a n d  b o r o u g h s ,  of w h i c h  t h e r e  are a b o u t  300.

P o s i t i o n

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r vi c es  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i n t e n t  of 
C S H B 2 3 0 , b u t  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  it be a m e n d e d  t o  r e q u i r e  the 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  h e p a t i t i s  B t e s t i n g  a n d  v a c c i n a t i o n s  to 
v o l u n t e e r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  w h o  r e s i d e  in t h e i r  
b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  at l e a s t  o n c e  a month.

t / AR e c o m m e n d e d  by:

D i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h

Date:

A p p r o v e d  by:
T h e o d o r e  Mala, MD, M P H  
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Dept, of H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

D a t e :
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Chairman 
Slate Affairs 
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R e p re s e n ta tiv e  E u g e n e  K u b in a

During Session: 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau. Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4859

During Interim: 
P.O. Box 2463 

Valdez, Alaska 99686 
(907) 835-2111

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

Sponsor: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  K u b i n a

Subject: H o u s e  Bil l  230 - H e p a t i t i s  T e s t i n g

Date: 22 A p r i l  1991

HB 230 is i n t e n d e d  t o  a m e n d  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  18.15, a d d i n g  n e w 
s e c t i o n  18.15.250. U n d e r  th is  amendme nt , t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  
and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a p r o g r a m  to p r o v i d e  h e p a t i t i s  
B t e s t i n g  a n d  v a c c i n a t i o n  at n o  c h a r g e  t o  all v o l u n t e e r  e m e r g e n c y  
and r e s c u e  p e r s o n n e l  in t h e  s t a t e  w h o  p r o v i d e  an e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  
or r e s c u e  s e r v i c e  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h i n  a n  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t y  or 
w i t h i n  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  f u n d i n g  for t he 
e m e r g e n c y  service.

Ratio na le : H e p a t i t i s  B is w i d e s p r e a d  in m a n y  p a r t s  of Alaska. It
p os es  a g r e a t  r i s k  to i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in s u c h  s e r v i c e s  
as e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  r e s p o n s e  a n d  rescue.

I n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e  as v o l u n t e e r s  to a s s i s t  t h e i r  state, 
t h e i r  c om munities, and t h e i r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t o  r i s k  
c o n t r a c t i n g  thi s h i g h l y  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  w h i l e  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r  
duties.

P r o v i d i n g  H e p a t i t i s  B t e s t i n g  a n d  v a c c i n a t i o n  w i l l  h e l p  e n c o u r a g e  
th e v o l u n t e e r i s m  the s t a t e  n e e d s  to f o s t e r  as it m o v e s  into 
f i s c a l l y  l e a n e r  times.

-  DISTRICT SIX -
Chenega Bay • Chitina • Cooper Landing • Cordova • Hope • Moose Pass • Seward * Tatitlek • Valdez • Whittier ■



M i ch el e R. Kirkman 
P.O. Box 10547 
Fairbanks, AK 99710

April 3, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gene Kubina 
P.O. Box V 
Capitol, R o o m  102 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kubina:

As a r e g i s t e r e d  nurse, I have seen the d e v a s t a t i n g  effects 
that He pa titis B has on ones' healt h and life. As the past 
chief of an am bu la nc e rescue squad, I am aware of the costs 
of p r o v i d i n g  protection, through va c ci n a t i o n  and testing, to 
those who are at risk for cont ra ct in g this disease. M a n y  of 
the o r g a n i z a t i o n s  that provide eme rg en cy  m e d i c a l  care in 
A l a s k a  are v o l u n t e e r  and do not have the funds to pay for 
this protection. Since em e rgency medical s ervices pro vi de r s  
are f r e q u e n t l y  exposed to blood and body fluids, they are at 
a high risk for cont ra ct in g Hepatitis B. T he re fo re ,  I fully 
support Senate Bill 194 and urge you to do likewise.

Sincerely,

M i c h e l e  R. Kirkman, R.N.,C., EMT III
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3 April 1991
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ge ne  K u b i n a o  
P.O. Box V 7
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 ^ O T H e

Re: House Bill 230

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kubina:

The A l a s k a  Fir e C h i e f s  A s s o c i a t i o n  s trongly s u p p o r t s  y o u r  efforts 
in d e v e l o p i n g  H o u s e  Bi l l 230.

H e p a t i t i s  B V i r u s  (HBV) is a ma.ior i nfectious o c c u p a t i o n a l  health 
h a zard in e m e r g e n c y  services. The virus is t r a n s m i t t e d  by contact 
w i t h  blood, b o d y  f l u i d s  or tissues. The e f f e c t s  of the virus are 
d e va st at in g  a nd o f t e n  fatal after a long t e r m  illness.

H B V  far e x ce ed s H I V  (AIDS) in risk of i n f e c t i o n  b y  accidental 
needle stick or e x p o s u r e  to blood prod uc t s - 30% c h a n c e  of HBV 
v e r s u s  less t h a n  1% c h a n g e  of HIV. As a result, e m e r g e n c y  medical 
care workers are far m o r e  c on ce r n e d  about H B V  t h a n  HIV.

A l t h o u g h  all r e s p o n s i b l e  e m e r g e n c y  services a re t a k i n g  prec au ti on s 
to avoid e xp o sure, r es cu e  operations c o n t i n u a l l y  expose the 
f i r e f i g h t e r  or E MT to the virus. In a t y p i c a l  m o t o r  vehicle 
accident, e x t r a c t i n g  a v i c t i m  involves w o r k i n g  a r o u n d  b r o k e n  glass 
and torn m et al  s p l a s h e d  w i t h  blood. C u t s  and bruises to 
f i r ef ig h te rs  and EM Ts  d u r i n g  rescues are a c o m m o n  o ccurence.

For this reason, the C e n t e r  for Dise as e C o n t r o l  recommends 
v o l u n t a r y  H B V  i m m u n i z a t i o n  for all p e r s o n ne l i n v o l v e d  in tasks or 
p r o c e d u r e s  th at  i n v o l v e  a p ot ential for c o n t a c t  w i t h  blood, body 
fluids or tissues.

E m p l o ye r s of full time or c ar e er  em er g en cy  s e r v i c e s  p e r s o n n e l  are 
r e q ui re d  to p r o v i d e  an i m m u n i z a t i o n  p r o g r a m  to e m p l o y e e s .  However 
m a n y  v o l u n t e e r  s e r v i c e s  are working w i t h  l i m i t e d  funds and 
i m m u n i z a t i o n  of v o l u n t e e r s  is not an option.

We need to d e v e l o p  and i mp l em en t an i m m u n i z a t i o n  p r o g r a m  that is 
a c c e s s i b l e  to all v o l u n t e e r  rescue and e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  workers. 
Y o u r  Ho us e Bill wi ll  go a long way in p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  program.

r r e s i Q e m

A l a s k a  Fire C h i e f s  A s s o c i a t i o n

cc: File

91-0052.FI
P.O. BOX 307 • VALDEZ. ALASKA 99686 

TELEPHONE (907) 835-4313 • TELEX 25-381 • TELECOPIER (907) 835-2992
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ALASKA

INTERIOR AMBULANCE RESCUE SQUAD
P.O. Box 10295 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99710 
(907) 457-2501

M a r c h  29, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  Kubina 
H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
Capitol, R o o m  102 
P.O. B o x  V 
Juneau, A K  99811.

RE: S e n a t e  Bill 194:
"An A c t  rela ti ng  to h e p a t i t u s  B v a c c i n a t i o n s  for 
e m e r g e n c y  medic al  service p r o v i d e r s "

De ar  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kubina:

As a n  E M S  s e r v i c e  in the St at e  of Alas ka , we are faced 
w i t h  t he h i g h  co st  of hepatitis B v a c c i n a t i o n s .  Due to the 
h i g h  i n c i d e n c e  of the disease in the state, and the h i g h  
risk that our m e m b e r s  are exposed to, t h e s e  v a c c i n a t i o n s  are 
not a luxury, b ut a necessity.

A  s e c o n d a r y  p r ob le m is that v o l u n t e e r s  are rarely 
a d d r e s s e d  in regul at i on s m a n d a t e d  by O S H A  and o ther s u c h  
a g e n c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  h ea l th  and s a f e t y  h a z a r d s ,  fund in g  is not 
a v a i l a b l e  either. Thoug h our m e d i c s  a re all v ol unteers, 
they are h i g h l y  trained, ski ll ed  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  and d e s e r v e  
the s a m e  p r o t e c t i o n  as their p a i d  peers.

W e  w o u l d  like to go on record in s u p p o r t  of Se nate Bill 
#194, p r e s e n t e d  b y  Senator Menard. T h i s  bill will al lo w  a l 1 
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  service p r o v i d e r s ,  b o t h  paid and 
v ol un t e e r ,  t he right to be p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  this h o r r i b l e  
disease. P l e a s e  support this bill. I r e m a i n

T h o m a s  A. Naro w , E MT III, ACLS 
Chief of S e r v i c e

cc: S e n a t o r  Cur t M e na rd

T A N :In

" That Others May Live"



VOLUNTEER AMBULAN 
SERVICE. INC.

Post Office Box 1591 
Nome, Alaska 99762 

(907) 443-3240

NOME
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M a r c h  25, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  K u b i n a  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

RE: A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 194

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kubina:

As an A l a s k a n  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e  s t a f f e d  t o t a l l y  by v ol un t e e r s ,  w e  
w o u l d  lik e to e n c o u r a g e  you r s u p p o r t  of A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 194 
w h i c h  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  on M a r c h  13, 1991. W e  c o m m e n d  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d  
on h i s  a c t i o n  of i n t r o d u c i n g  th is  legislation.

O u r  v o l u n t e e r s  a re c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  to h e p a t i t i s  B b y  v i r t u e  of 
o ur a r e a  of response. We o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  to t r a n s p o r t  
p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  
a r e  c a r r i e r s  of h e p a t i t i s  B. S i n c e  our s ta ff  c o n s i s t s  t o t a l l y  of 
v o l u n t e e r s ,  it w o u l d  be a t r e m e n d o u s  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  the 
m a j o r i t y  of o u r  s ta ff  to p a y  for s c r e e n i n g  a n d  v a c c i n e  for 
h e p a t i t i s  B, a n d  m o s t  of our s t a f f  a re c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  
a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  to t he c o s t s  involved.

V o l u n t e e r s  are the b a c k b o n e  of e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  in the 
S t a t e  of A l a s k a  and t h i s  bill w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
a n d  s u p p o r t  of our  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  of t h o s e  volun te er s .

Again, w e  u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  of S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 194 a nd the 
v o l u n t e e r s  of o ur e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  in t h e  S t a t e  of 
A l a s ka . T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  c on si d e r a t i o n .

S i nc er e l y ,

N O M E  V O L U N T E E R  A M B U L A N C E  SERVICE, INC.

C a p t a i n
N a n c y  L. C a l a n d r e l l i  
S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e r

cc: S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d
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T h e  H o n o rab le  G e n e  K ubina 
A la s k a  H o u s e  o f R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  
P .O . Box V 
J u n e a u ,  AK 99811

RE; H o u se  Bill No. 230

D e a r  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  K ub ina :

O n  b e h a lf  of th e  K en a i P e n in s u la  F ire  C h ie fs  A sso c ia tio n  I w ou ld  like  to 
ta k e  th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  th a n k  yo u  fo r in tro d u c in g  a n d  s u p p o r tin g  th e  a b o v e  
r e f e r e n c e d  h o u s e  bill.

O u r  p a id  fu ll-tim e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d ic a l s e r v ic e  a n d  fire d e p a r tm e n t s  a re  
b a c k e d  by  a  h e a lth y  v o lu n te e r  a s s o c ia t io n ,  a n d  m a n y  of o u r  outly ing  
c o m m u n it ie s  a r e  so le ly  d e p e n d e n t  o n  v o lu n te e r  g ro u p s  fo r e m e r g e n c y  
m e d ic a l a n d  fire  s e rv ic e . I c a n 't  e m p h a s iz e  to  yo u  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o u r  
v o lu n te e rs  m e a n  to o u r  o rg a n iz a tio n s . W hile  I d o u b t  w e  w o u ld  s e e  a  
s ig n if ic a n t re d u c tio n  in th e  n u m b e r  o f v o lu n te e r s  d e d ic a te d  to  t h e s e  
p r o f e s s io n s ,  o n e  m in u te  o f h e s i ta t io n  b e c a u s e  o f n o n -v a c c in a tio n  a g a in s t  
h e p a ti t is  B c o u ld , in fa c t, re s u lt  in a  t ra g ic  e n d in g . An a c c id e n t  v ic tim 's  
life, a s  w ell a s  o u r  o w n  v o lu n te e rs  liv e s  a r e  w o rth  m u ch  m o re  th a n  th e  
o n e  h u n d re d  d o lla r  fe e  p e r  v o lu n te e r  th e  s ta t e  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  incu r s h o u ld  
th is  p p ie c e  o f le g is la tio n  b e c o m e  law . W e  fe e l it e x tre m e ly  im p o r ta n t to  
p ro v id e  o u r  v o lu n te e r s  w ith a s  m u ch  p ro te c tio n  a s  p o s s ib le ,  w h ich  In tu rn  
h e lp s  to  e n s u r e  a d e q u a te ,  a n d  tim ely  r e s p o n s e s  to  e m e r g e n c ie s  th a t  o c c u r  
o n  th e  K en ai P e n in s u la .



If th e re  is an y th in g  o u r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  c o u ld  a s s i s t  yo u  w ith to e n s u r e  
p a s s a g e  o f y o u r  bill, p le a s e  call on  u s . T h a n k s  a g a in  for y o u r p o s itiv e  
r e p re s e n ta t io n  of o u r  p ro f e s s io n s  a n d  o u r r e s id e n ts .

S in c e r e ly ,

G re g  B. B a rc la y p T 're s id e n t



C O R D O V A  M E D I C A L  C L I N I C  * p r  o s - - ,HI AI
Larry A. Ermold, M.D. O liver S. Osborn, M .D .

P.O. Box 310 
Cordova, Alaska 99574 

(907) 424-8200

M a r c h  25, 1991

G en e K u b i n a
H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P.O. B o x  V 
Juneau, AK. 99811

De ar  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kubina:

I u n d e r s t a n d  that S e n a t o r  M e n a r d  h a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a bill to 
p r o v i d e  for H e p a t i t i s  B v a c c i n a t i o n s  for e m e r g e n c y  m e d ic al  
s e r v i c e s  pr ov id e r s .  I w a n t e d  to let y o u  k n o w  that I support 
this bill, a n d  I t h i n k  it is a w i s e  idea.

H e r e  in C o r d o v a  w e  h a v e  an a c t i v e  v o l u n t e e r  a m b u l a n c e  cre w 
w h o  are o c c a s i o n a l l y  e x p o s e d  to p o t e n t i a l l y  i n f e c t i v e 
b o d i l y  fluids, a n d  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  d e s e r v e  the s u p p o r t  of the 
c i t y  a n d  of the s t a t e  in their work. T h e y  c e r t a i n l y  shou l d 
be o f f e r e d  free H e p a t i t i s  3 v a c c i n a t i o n s .

S i n c e r e l y  Yours,

O S O / j s k

cc: Senator Curt Menard
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SOUTHEAST REGION
E M E R G E N C Y  MEDICAL SERVICES COUNCIL 

207 M O L L E R  DRIVE RM. 113 • SITKA, ALASKA 99635
TELEPHONE 907-747-6005

Representative Ma 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Representative MacLean

April 3,1991

Dear Representative MacLean,

This year, two significant bills have been introduced into both houses of the 
legislature that support Alaska’s emergency medical service volunteers. One would 
provide Worker's Compensation insurance coverage for EMS volunteers; that hearing 
is going on in the Senate this afternoon. The other is HB230, a bill providing 
hepatitis B vaccinations at no charge to active EMS volunteers. HB230 is the subject 
of this letter.

Emergency medical care is an essential service which is mandated by the state of 
Alaska. There is a total of roughly 2500 EMS volunteers working in the state. We 
are all very fortunate that people choose to give their time to provide a service that 
would conservatively cost over $4.5 million dollars if we paid them directly. 
Providing these people safeguards for their own health while they are performing a 
service for this state for free, is our responsibility, and a very small price to pay for 
the return.

As liason between the people of Southeast Alaska Involved in EMS and their 
legislature, we are fully behind HB230 and the philosophy behind i t -  supporting our 
volunteers.

Executive Director
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D O C U M E N T S  W H I C H  H A V E  N O T  B E E N  

F I L M E D  B U T  A R E  A V A I L A B L E  I N  T H E  

O R I G I N A L  F I L E  I N C L U D E :
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