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C S FO R  H O U SE  BIL L  N O . 187 (F IN A N C E )

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O F A L A SK A  

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECO ND SESSIO N

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

Offered:

Referred:

Sponsors): R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  KUBINA, Navarre, CJDavis, Koponen, Boyer, Zawacki

A BILL  

FO R  A N  A C T  EN TITLE D

1 "A n A ct rela ting  to  contests o f  sk ill and  includ ing con tests o f  sk ill a s  a form  o f

2 ch aritab le  gam in g that m ay be licensed  regardless o f w hether it ex isted  and w as conducted

3 in  su bstantia lly  the sam e form  and m anner in  the state  before Jan u ary  1, 1959; and

4 defin in g contests o f  sk ill to m ean a contest or gam e th a t is conducted  to benefit a

5 m u nicipa lity  or qualified  organization and defining con tests o f sk ill to  include riflery,

6 p istolry , archery, darts, and sim ilar m atches involv ing m arksm an sh ip , tests o f  physical

7 en durance perform ed by individual contestants, bow ling an d  billiards m atches, and other  

8 .  physical events in clu d in g  generally  recognized  field  and track  events based  on personal 

9 physical ab ility  or skill."

10 B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F T H E  ST A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

11 * Section  1. A S 05.15.180(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

12 (b) With the exception of raffles, lotteries, bingo games, pull-tab games, rain classics,

-1- CSHB 187(FIN)
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1 g o ose  classics, mercury classics, salmon classics, king salm on classics, con tests o f  sk ill, and

2 other activities authorized under A S 05.15 .100(b), an activity m ay not be licensed  under this

3  chapter unless it existed  in the state in substantially the sam e form  and was conducted in

4  substantially the sam e manner before January 1, 1959.

5  * Sec. 2 . A S 05 .15 .210(7 ) is am ended to read:

6 (7) "contest o f  skill" means a contest or gam e th at is con du cted  to  b en efit a

7  m u n ic ip a lity  or qu alified  organization  and in which prizes are awarded for the demonstration

8 o f  human sk ills in rifle, p istol, archerv, or dart m atches, or in s im ila r  m atch es in volv in g

9 m arksm anship; in [,] races or o th er  tests o f physical en d urance perform ed bv in d iv id u a l

10 con testa n ts; in b ow lin g  an d  b illiards m atches; [,] and in other ph ysical [ATHLETIC] events

11 th a t in clud e gen era lly  recogn ized  field and  track events based  on personal ph ysical ab ility

12 or  skill;

CSHB 187(FIN) -2.
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S t a t e  o f  a l a s k a  f i s c a l  n o t e B I L L  N O . _HB_i.87

1992  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date. 02/21/92--------------------

Title; An Act relating to the definition of contest

of skill in the charitable earning statutes.____________
Reps. Kubina, Navarre, et al________

Department Affected: Commerce & Economic Development
B R U :  Occupational Licensing_____________________________ __

Component: Administration
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Requestor: Rep. Kubina COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Chairman 
State Affairs 
Committee

Legislative Council

Transportation
Committee R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u g e n e  K u b in a

Dimng Session: 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau, Alaska 93811 
(907) 465-4859

During Interim: 
P.O. Box 2463 

Valdez, Alaska 99686 
(907)835-2111

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

Sponser:

Subject:

Date:

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  K u b i n a

H o u s e  Bill 187 - C o n t e s t s  of Skill: D a r t i n g  

12 F e b r u a r y  1991

HB187 is i n t e n d e d  t o  a m e n d  AS 05.15.180(b) in o r d e r  t o  m a k e  darts, 
and o t h e r  c o n t e s t s  of skill, p e r m i s s i b l e  f o r m s  of c h a r i t a b l e  
gaming.

In o r d e r  t o  k e e p  t h e  c o d e  c o n s i s t e n t  t hr ou gh o ut , H B 18 7 al so  amends 
05.15.210(7) t o  e x t e n d  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of c o n t e s t  of skill.

R at io na le : t h i s  a m e n d a t i o n  c l a r i f i e s  t h e  c u r r e n t  la ws  in o r d e r  to
m a k e  c e r t a i n  s u c h  c h a r i t a b l e  a c ti vi ti e s,  i n v o l v i n g  c o n t e s t s  of 
skill, are  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p e r  c o n s t r u c t s  of s t a t e  law.

As t h e  l a w  c u r r e n t l y  stands, p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  u n a b l e  
to c o n t i n u e  s u c h  t r a d i t i o n a l  c h a r i t a b l e  f u n c t i o n s  as d a r t  tourneys.

D i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  J o h n  Hanson, h e a d  of t h e  c h a r i t a b l e  g a m i n g  s e ct io n 
of t h e  D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  Licensing, D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  
an d E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  in t he d e v e l o p m e n t  of this 
bill.

-  DISTRICT SIX -

• Chenega Bay • Chitina • Cooper Landing • Cordova • Hope • Moose Pass • Seward • Tatitlek • Valdez • Whittier •
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HB 187 An Act relating to "the definition of c o n t e s t  of skill in the 

charitable gaming statutes.

T he Department of Commerce and Economic Development supports passage of 

House Bill 187.

L  Olds, Commissioner 

Date: /

GA0/wfd4386W
31891a



TO: A L A S K A N  L E G I S L A T O R S
P O  B O X  V

FROM: C O N C E R N E D  A L A S K A N  D A R T  P I AY ER S

I N  R E G A RD : R E G U L A T I O N S  G O V E R N I N G  D A R T  PL AY  IN A L A S K A

R e c e n t  a c t i o n s  b y  t h e  A l c o h o l  B e v e r a g e  C o n t r o l  B o a r d  h a v e  b r o u g h t  
d r a m a t i c  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e  s p o r t  of darts. P l e a s e  h e l p  d a r t  p l a y e r s  by 
s u p p o r t i n g  or c h a n g i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  t o u r n a m e n t s  to be 
h e l d  w i t h o u t  v i o l a t i o n  of A l a s k a n  statutes. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  f acts and 
e x a m p l e s  w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  w h y  d a r t s  ne e d and d e s e r v e  y o u r  support.

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  2500 A l a s k a n  d a r t  p l a y e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  in local and 
n a t i o n a l  l ea gu e play. D a r t s  is a s p o r t  like b o w l i n g  a nd m a r k s m a n s h i p  
w h e r e  s ki ll  a n d  t e c h n i q u e  are c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  in d e t e r m i n i n g  the 
o u t c o m e  of t h e  game. U n d e r  AS 11. 66 .2 8 0 D a r t  A s s o c i a t i o n s  h a v e  be en  
t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  g a m b o l i n g  laws. B y  p r o s e c u t i n g  darts 
u n d e r  t h i s  statue, the A B C  a nd G a m i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  is d e f i n i n g  d a r t s  as a 
g a m e  of chance. T h i s  is n o t  t h e  case. B y  a d d i n g  t h e  w o r d  " D a r t s "’to 
t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of m a r k s m a n s h i p  in A l a s k a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Cod e 15 A A C  105 
160, d a r t s  w o u l d  be i m m u n e  f r o m  p r o s e c u t i o n  an d p l a c e d  in t h e  c a t e g o r y  
w h e r e  t h e y  belong.

D a r t  A s s o c i a t i o n s  in t h i s  s t a t e  are r u n  as n o n - p r o f i t  o rg a ni z a t i o n s .  
P o s i t i o n s  on t he B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s  and E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  a r e  v o l u n t a r y  
p o s i t i o n s  w h o s e  sold p u r p o s e  is to m a n a g e  and f o r m u l a t e  l e a gu e p l a y  and 
t ou rn a m e n t s ,  n o t  u n l i k e  softball, bowling, and  pool. D a r t  A s s o c i a t i o n s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  h o s t  m a n y  c h a r i t a b l e  t o u r n a m e n t s  su ch  as; D a r ts  for 
D i abetes, H o s p i c e  of T a n a n a  Valley, J e r r y ' s  K i d s  (MS), Y o u t h  League, 
C h i l e  A b u s e  a n d  Y o u t h  S c h o l a r s h i p  Programs.

P h a n k  y o u  for t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x p l a i n  w h y  d a r t  p l a y e r s  n e e d  c h a ng es  
m a d e  if t h e  s p o r t  is to c o n t i n u e  to g r o w  a nd f l o u r i s h  in Alaska. P l e a s e  
i n f o r m  m e  of a c t i o n s  n e e d e d  to c o r r e c t  t h i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  p e rs ec u ti on .  
D a r t  p l a y e r s  an d t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s  are m o r e  t h a n  w i l l i n g  to a d v o c a t e  and 
s u p p o r t  any l e g i s l a t o r  or a g e n c y  t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  s p o r t  of darts.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  support.

Sincerely,

p D / S l * y




