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IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S E V E N T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

BY REPRESENTATIVES GRUSSENDORF, Ulmer, Mackic, Davidson, Kubina, Hudson, C.Davis, Taylor

Introduced: 3/1/91
Referred: Transportation, Finance
Funding Information: General Fund $45,000,000

Other Funds -0-
$45,000,000

A  B I L L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D

1 " A n  Act m a k i n g  an appropriation to the Alaska marine highway system vessel replacement

2 fund; a n d  providing for an effective date."

3 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

4 * Section 1. T h e  s u m  of $45,000,000 is appropriated from the general fund to the Alaska marine

5 highway system vessel replacement fund ( A S  37.05.550).

6 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July 1, 1991.

HOUSE BILL NO. 175

HB0175a -1-
New T e x t  U n d e r l in e d  [D ELETED  TE X T  BRACKETED]

HB 175
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R E : H B  1 7 5 -A p p r o p r i a t i o n  to  t h e  A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h ig h w a y  s y s t e m  v e s s e l
r e p l a c e m e n t  f u n d

H B  1 7 5  w o u ld  a p p r o p r i a t e  $ 4 5  m i l l io n  d o l l a r s  i n t o  t h e  v e s s e l  r e p l a c e m e n t  f u n d  
w h ic h  w a s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  l a s t  s e s s io n .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  i t  w il l  c o s t  
$ 2 9  m i l l i o n  to  r e p l a c e  a  s m a l l ,  f e e d e r  f e r r y ,  $ 3 9  m i l l io n  to  r e p l a c e  a  m id - s iz e d  
o c e a n - g o in g  v e s s e l  a n d  $ 1 0 2  m i l l i o n  to  r e p l a c e  a  l a r g e  v e s s e l  s u c h  a s  t h e  
C o lu m b ia .  T h e  a v e r a g e  a g e  o f  o u r  f l e e t  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  2 3  y e a r s  a n d  i t  w o u ld  c o s t  
o v e r  $ 3 0 0  m i l l i o n  to  r e p l a c e  a l l  v e s s e l s .  I n  t h e  f l e e t  c o n d i t io n s  s u r v e y ,  w h ic h  w a s  
j u s t  r e l e a s e d  b y  D O T /P F ,  a n  e s t i m a t e  fo r  r e f u r b i s h i n g  o u r  e n t i r e  f l e e t  to  o p e r a t e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  c o u ld  b e  a s  h i g h  a s  $ 9 2  m i l l io n .

W h e n  t h e  v e s s e l  r e p l a c e m e n t  f u n d  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  l a s t  y e a r ,  i t  w a s  a n t i c i p a t e d  
t h a t  a n n u a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  w o u ld  b e  m a d e  to  t h e  f u n d .  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r  h a d  
in c l u d e d  $ 4 5  m i l l i o n  i n  h i s  o r ig i n a l  b u d g e t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  G o v e r n o r  H ic k le  d id  
n o t  i n c l u d e  a n y  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  i n  h i s  c u r r e n t  b u d g e t .

I n  y o u r  p a c k e t  y o u  w i l l  s e e  l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  f u n d in g  o f  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  f u n d  
f r o m  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  i n c l u d in g  A l a s k a  E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  a n d  P o w e r  »• 
J u n e a u ,  t h e  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u ,  t h e  C i ty  a n d  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c ' 
H a i n e s ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  S k a g w a y ,  C r a ig ,  S i t k a  a n d  T e n a k e e .



Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities

P O S I T I O N  
P A P E R

BILL N O :  

TITLE:

H B 175 A P P R O V E D :

An A ct making an appropriation to 
the Alaska M arine H ighw ay System  
V essel Replacement Fund; and 
providing for an effective date.

D A T E : March 7 ,1 9 9 1

In  e a r ly  1990 , th e  A la s k a  M a r in e  H ig h w a y  S y s te m  c o m m is s io n e d  a  s u r v e y  
o f  th e  f le e t  i n  o r d e r  to  d e te r m in e  th e  le v e l  o f  in v e s tm e n t  n e c e s s a ry  to  
m a in ta in  th e  s h ip s  in  g o o d  c o n d i t io n  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  15 y e a r s .  T h e  
p r e l im in a r y  r e s u l t s  s h o w  a  d e m a n d  fo r  in v e s tm e n t  f u n d s  in  e x c e ss  o f  th e  
h is to r ic a l  a l lo c a t io n  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .  T h e  c a p i ta l iz a t io n  o f  th e  v e s s e l  
r e p la c e m e n t  f u n d  w i l l  c re a te  a n  a l t e r n a t iv e  f u n d in g  s o u r c e  fo r  th e  f le e t, 
w h ic h  w i l l  a l lo w  th e  A la s k a  M a r in e  H ig h w a y  S y s te m  to  c o n t in u e  to  m e e t  
i ts  m is s io n  o f  p r o v id i n g  b a s ic  m a r in e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  t h e  c o a s ta l  
c o m m u n i t ie s  o f  th e  s ta te .  T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  a n d  P u b l ic  
F a c il i t ie s  s u p p o r t s  t h e  le g is la t io n .

T h e  A la s k a  M a r in e  H ig h w a y  S y s te m  V e s s e l  R e p la c e m e n t  F u n d  w a s  
c r e a te d  i n  1990 f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  f in a n c in g  th e  r e p la c e m e n t  a n d  
r e f u r b i s h m e n t  o f  A la s k a  M a r in e  H ig h w a y  S y s te m  v e s s e ls .  T h e  A la s k a  
M a r in e  H ig h w a y  S y s te m  c o n s is ts  o f  8  v e s s e ls  r a n g in g  in  a g e  f ro m  14  to  28 
y e a r s .  E a c h  v e s s e l  r e q u i r e s  p e r io d ic  r e f u r b is h m e n t  in  o r d e r  to  m a in ta in  a  
s a fe  a n d  a d e q u a t e  le v e l  o f  s e rv ic e . T h is  r e f u r b i s h m e n t  in c lu d e s  a ll  
c o m p o n e n t s  o f  th e  v e s s e ls ,  i n c lu d in g  h o te l  a n d  p u b l ic  a r e a s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
m a jo r  m e c h a n ic a l  s y s te m s .  In  th e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  v e s s e l  r e f u r b is h m e n t  
p ro je c ts  h a v e  b e e n  p r im a r i ly  f in a n c e d  w i th  f e d e r a l  h i g h w a y  f u n d s .  T h e  
s y s te m 's  s h a r e  o f  th e  F H W A  f u n d s  r e c e iv e d  by* d ie  s ta te  h a s  b e e n  
a p p r o x im a te ly  $9 m i l l io n  a  y e a r .

For Further Information contact Katy M c H u g h  at 465-3900.
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P r e s e n t e d  by: M a y o r  a n d  A s s e m b l y
Introduced: 04/ 01 /9 1
D r a f t e d  by: B.J.B.

R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  CIT Y A N D  B O R O U G H  OF JUNEAU, A L A S K A

S er ia l No. 1503

A  R E S O L U T I O N  U R G I N G  T H E  A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T U R E  TO A D O P T  H O U S E  BILL 
NO. 175 W H I C H  W O U L D  A P P R O P R I A T E  $45 M I L L I O N  F R O M  T H E  G E N E RA L 
FU ND  TO T H E  A L A S K A  M A R I N E  H I G H W A Y  S Y S T E M  V E S S E L  RE PL AC E M E N T  
F U N D  IN T H E  F I S C A L  Y E A R  1992 BUDGET.

W HER EA S,  in 1990, the S i x t e e n t h  A l a s k a  Le gislature
a d o p t e d  H o u s e  B i l l  No. 372 e s t a b l i s h i n g  w i t h i n  the State of 
A l a s k a  G e n e r a l  F u n d  the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  Vess el  
R e p l a c e m e n t  Fund, a n d

WHE RE AS , t h e  v e s s e l  r e p l a c e m e n t  f u n d  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  for 
t h e  p u r p o s e  of f i n a n c i n g  the t i m e l y  r e p l a c e m e n t  and
r e f u r b i s h m e n t  of v e s s e l s  in t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  System, 
and

WHE RE AS , t h e  S e v e n t e e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  h as now 
i n t r o d u c e d  H o u s e  B i l l  No. 175 w h i c h  w o u l d  a p p r o p r i a t e  $45 
m i l l i o n  f r o m  t h e  G e n e r a l  Fu n d to t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  Hig hw ay  
S y s t e m  V e s s e l  R e p l a c e m e n t  Fu nd  in t he F i sc al  Y e a r  1992 Budget, 
a n d

W H EREAS, t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and
P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  (DOT/PF) e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  it w i l l  cost $29
m i l l i o n  t o  r e p l a c e  a sm al l  feeder ferry, $39 m i l l i o n  to 
r e p l a c e  a m i d - s i z e d  o c e a n - g o i n g  vessel, $102 m i l l i o n  to 
r e p l a c e  a l a r g e  v e s s e l  s u c h  as the C o l u m b i a , a n d  th a t it w o u l d  
c o s t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $300 m i l l i o n  to r e p l a c e  all v e s s e l s  in the 
fleet, a n d

WHEREAS, in t h e  f l e e t  c o n d i t i o n s  s u r v e y  r e c e n t l y  re leased 
b y  DOT/PF, it w a s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  the c o s t  of r e f u r b i s h i n g  the 
e n t i r e  f l e e t  c o u l d  b e  as h i g h  as $92 million, a n d

WHE RE AS , t h e  a v e r a g e  age  of t h e  v e s s e l s  in t h e  A la sk a 
M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  f l e e t  is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  23 y e a r s  a n d  eac h vessel 
r e q u i r e s  p e r i o d i c  r e f u r b i s h m e n t  in o r d e r  to m a i n t a i n  a safe 
a n d  a d e q u a t e  level of service, and

W H E RE AS , t h e  F i s c a l  Y e a r  1992 St at e B u d g e t  p r e s e n t l y  does 
n o t  i n c l u d e  f u n d i n g  for the r e p l a c e m e n t  and r e f u r b i s h m e n t  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  l o n g - t e r m  c o n t i n u o u s  s e r v i c e  of the Alaska 
M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  System, and



»

WHEREAS, v e s s e l  r e p l a c e m e n t  and r e f u r b i s h m e n t  is 
necessary, in o r d e r  for the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  to 
c o n t i n u e  to p r o v i d e  b a s i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e e d s  for A l a s k a n  
c om munities, reside n ts , a n d  vi si to rs ,  and

WHEREAS, t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  is a c r i t i c a l  
p a r t  of t h e  e c o n o m y  of t h e  S t a t e  of Alaska;

NOW, THEREF OR E , B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  A S S E M B L Y  O F  T H E  
C I T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  OF JUNEAU, ALASKA:

1. T h a t  t h e  A s s e m b l y  u r g e s  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  to 
a d o p t  H o u s e  Bi ll  No. 175 w h i c h  w o u l d  a p p r o p r i a t e  $45 m i l l i o n  
f r o m  t h e  G e n e r a l  Fu nd  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  
V e s s e l  R e p l a c e m e n t  Fun d in t h e  F i s c a l  Ye ar  1992 S t a t e  B u d g e t  
in o r d e r  to e n s u r e  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  v i t a l i t y  of 
t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  as a c r i t i c a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
li nk  for co m mu nities, residents, and v i s i t o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  
S o u t h e a s t  Alaska.

2. E f f e c t i v e  D a t e . T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be e f f e c t i v e  
i m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  adoption.

A d o p t e d  t h i s  1st d a y  of April, 1991.

M a y o r

A t t e s t

- 2 - R e s .  1 5 0 3



C I T Y  O F  S K A G W A Y

G A T E W A Y  T O  T H E  G O L D  R U S H  O F  " 9 8 "  

P.O. BOX 415 SKAGWAY, ALASKA 99840 
( P H O N E  I 9 0 7 - 9 8 3 - 2 2 9 7  

( F A X I  9 0 7 - 9 8 3 - 2 1 5 1

April 9 ,1 9 9 1

Representative B en Grussendorf 
State o f  Alaska 
H ouse o f  Representatives 
P. O. B ox  V  
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Grussendorf;

The City o f  Skagway w ould like to state its support for the A laska Marine H ighw ay  
System , and the im portance o f  its continuing presence to our com m unity. W e are very  
concerned that the system  needs upgrading and improvement o f  services. W e would like to 
see  increasing ferry serv ice  betw een Sk agw ay and H aines and Juneau to a llow  our 
residents good access to these other com m unities for our business and travel needs, as w ell 
as the opening up o f  our com m unity to accomm odate residents o f  these com m unities.

W e fully support H B 175 and SB 155 w hich w ill a llow  for the lon g term health o f  
this highw ay system . W c appreciate the efforts o f  the Senators and Representatives w ho  
support this endeavor. W e hope the Governor w ill understand our needs and realize that 
the ferry system  is  vital to  our com m unities' health and econom y. W e need the ferry for  
com m erce. W e a lso  d ep en d 'on  the ferry for access to  the hospital in  Juneau, for  
connecting flights elsewhere, and for a.pleasant break and trip out o f  town. It satisfactorily 
provides a "road system" for this part o f  Alaska.

W e are aware that belt-tightening and sacrifices need  to be m ade, but com m erce, 
econom ic w ell-being  and healthy com m unities also depend on a reliable transportation 
system . The A laska Marine H ighw ay System  m eets those needs.

Yours truly,

JJ$o< u
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C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  S i t k a

304 LAKE STREET. SITKA, ALASKA. 99835

The Honorable Walter Hickel 

Office of the Governor 

P  O  Box A

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0101

February 28, 1990

Re: Vessel Replacement Fund for the Alaska Marine Highway System.

Dear Governor Hickel:

T he Alaska Marine Highway System is critical to Southeast/Coastal Alaskans for basic 

transportation, economic development and regional interaction. State funding for the 

system has decreased over the past five years resulting in steadily diminished levels of 

service to Southeast Alaska.

The City and Borough of Sitka and the Southeast Conference urges the regular 

commitment of funds to the Vessel Replacement Fund created by the last legislature, 

which, accumulated over a period of years, will cover capital costs to rebuild or construct 

n e w  equipment and facilities for the Marine Highway system.

Your second capital budget for FY92, to be introduced in March, is the opportunity to 

accomplish what you said you’d do w h e n  you visited Sitka last fall: "invest in Southeast’s 

ec o n o m y  by putting resources in to rebuilding our aging fleet of ferries."

W e  call upon your support.

City and Borough of Sitka

cc: Assembly

Southeast Conference

Frank Turpin, Commissioner D O T P F

Lloyd Jones

Senator Richard ’Dick’ Eliason 

Representative Ben Grussendorf



C I T Y  O F  H A I N E S ,  A L A S K A '

P.O. B O X  1049 
H A IN E S , A L A S K A  99827
(907)766-2231 • TOURISM (907) 766-2234 • FAX (907) 766-3179

G o v e r n o r  W a l t e r  Hickel F e b r u a r y  26, 1991
P.O. Box A
Juneau, AK 99811-0101

Re: A l a s k a  Marine H i g h w a y  System

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  Hickel:

T h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s te m is the main, and in some pl aces 
the only, h i g h w a y  in S o u t h e a s t  and m a n y  p a r t s  of So ut hw es t Alaska. 
It is a vital y e a r - r o u n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  link bet we en  i s o l a t e d 
c o m m u n i t i e s .  T he s y s t e m ' s  vessels are o l d  and some are in nee d of 
r e f u r b i s h m e n t  or r e pl ac e me nt . I see that the n ew b u dg et s do not 
i n c l u d e  a ny funding for the r e f u r b i s h m e n t  and r e pl a c e m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  
for l o n g - t e r m  c o n t i n u o u s  service. T h e  ferry s y s te m d r a f t  plan  
d a t e d  January, 1990, su p po r t s  as a p r i o r i t y  i ns ti t u t i n g  a vessel 
r e f u r b i s h m e n t / r e p l a c e m e n t  p r o g r a m .

T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of this i n v e s t m e n t  is c r i t i c a l  for the h e a l t h  of the 
w h o l e  A l a s k a n  economy. S o u t h e a s t  supplies, via the ferry system, 
a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o rt io n of the to urists w h o  go on to A n c h o r a g e  and 
F a i r b a n k s .

T h e  A l a s k a  M a ri ne  H i g h w a y  System, w h e n  formed s h o r t l y  a fter 
S t a t e h o o d  at the b e h e s t  of the So ut h e a s t  Conference, was p ut into 
p l a c e  to be an e x t e n s i o n  of the State of A la sk a  road system. The 
f e r r y  s y s t e m  is a v i ta l ro ad  in Southeast, t r a n s p o r t i n g  residents, 
tourists, food, mail, supplies, cars a nd resources.

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  i m p l e m e n t i n g  the p r i o r i t y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of the 
s y s t e m ' s  lo ng - t e r m  plan, as it is p r a c t i c a l  a nd necessary. I 
e n c o u r a g e  you to f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  with y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  of last Fall 
w h e n  y ou said you w o u l d  invest in S o u t h e a s t ' s  e c o n o m y  by p r o v i d i n g  
the r e s o u r c e s  to r e b u i l d  o u r  a ging f leet of ferries. M a i n t a i n i n g  
a c o n s i s t e n t  level of s e r v i c e  is crucial.

T h a n k  y o u  for your c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of this request.

F r a n k  L. Wal la ce  
M a y o r
C I T Y  OF H AI NE S

F L W / S V J



A L A S K A  E L E C T R I C  L I G H T  A N D  P O W E R  C O M P A N Y  6i 2w . w m o u g h b y / w * .  Juneau. K & r a f t 798

F e b r u a r y  26, 1991

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  W a l t e r  H i c k e l
G o v e r n o r
S t a t e  of A l a s k a
P.O. B o x  A
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  Hickel,

T h i s  is to e x p r e s s  m y  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of 
at l e a s t  $45 m i l l i o n  in 1991 to t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  
v e s s e l  r e p l a c e m e n t  fund.

T h e  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  is v i t a l  t o  all o f  A l a s k a ,  n o t  
j u s t  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .  I t ' s  f l e e t  is a g i n g  r a p id ly . A n  
o p p o r t u n i t y  e x i s t s  n o w  to p u t  a s i d e  some of t h e  w i n d f a l l  r e v e n u e s  
c o m i n g  t o  t h e  State, in a m a n n e r  w h i c h  w i l l  s p r e a d  s o m e  of t h e  
b e n e f i t s  o v e r  m a n y  y e a r s  of s e r v i c e  to all A la skans.

T h a n k  y o u  for c o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  approp ri at io n.

V e r y  t r u l y  yours,

J a m e s  S. W e b b  
P r e s i d e n t

C.C \ Q,«< £ * 1 ? \ £Ti oe.

L.wvvL/2



P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  5  I B  

H a i n e s .  A l a s k a  9 9 8 2 7

F e b r u a r y  26, 1 9 9  1

H o n o r a b l e  W a l t e r  J. H i c k e l  

G o v e r n o r  of A l a s k a  

Office of t h e  G o v e r n o r  

P. 0. B o x  A

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 - 0 1 0 1

Re: V e s s e l  R e p l a c e m e n t  F u n d i n g  

A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  Hickel:

O n  b e h a l f  of t h e  H a i n e s  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e ,  I u r g e  y o u  to i n c lude 

in y o u r  F Y 9 2  Capital B u d g e t  a d e q u a t e  f u n d s  for v e s s e l  r e p l a c e m e n t  

to t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m .  T h i s  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  capital 

project for all of us w h o  d e p e n d  o n  t he f e r r y  s y s t e m .

T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t  as to t he i m p o r t a n c e  of the f e r r y  s y s t e m  to 

t h e  e c o n o m i e s  of S o u t h e a s t  a n d  S o u t h w e s t  A l a s k a .  T h e  

m a i n t e n a n c e  n e e d s  of t h e  a g i n g  fleet a re w e l l - d o c u m e n t e d  in the 

A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  Plan, as are t h e  g r o w t h  n e e d s  of 

existing po r t s  of call a n d  d e m a n d s  for e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  s y s t e m .

T h e  e n a b l i n g  legislation is in place. V e s s e l  r e p l a c e m e n t  will b e  a 

p o p u l a r  a n d  practical i n v e s t m e n t  in o u r  future.

Sincerely,

V
P a t t y  A. G l a c k i n  

P r e s i d e n t

P G / a s

cc: R e p .  F r a n  U l m e r



P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

P.O. Box 49 7 
Craig, Alaska 99921 

9 0 7 -8 2 6 -3 8 7 0

F e b r u a r y  26, 19 9 0

H o n o r a b l e  W a l t e r  H i c k e l  
G o v e r n o r , S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
P . O .  Box A 
J u n e a u ,  Ak 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  G o v e r  nor ,

T h e  C i t i z e n s  of P r i n c e  of W a l e s  I s l a n d  a r e  h e a v i l y  
d e p e n d e n t  on the M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S y s t e m .  It 
t r a n s p o r t s  o u r  f o o d  a n d  m o s t  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  our 
w e l l - b e i n g .  W e  a l s o  d e p e n d  h e a v i l y  o n  it for i n d i v i d u a l  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  ( m e d i c a l ,  h o s p i t a l ,  
d e n t a l ,  l egal a n d  e t c )  t h a t  a r e  not a v a i l a b l e  to u s  on the 
I s l a n d .  We  s h i p  m o s t  of t h e  s e a f o o d  h a r v e s t e d  h e r e  on t h e  
W e s t  C o a s t  v i a  the f e r r y  s y s t e m .

T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of P r i n c e  of W a l e s  is n o w  o v e r  7 0 0 0  yeai— a- 
r o u n d  w i t h  near d o u b l e  o f  t h a t  d u r i n g  the " w o r k i n g  s e a s o n "  
M a r c h  to O c t o b e r  . W e  h a v e  5 maj'or c o m m u n i t i e s  b e s i d e s  
n u m e r o u s  l o g g i n g  c a m p s  a n d  s m a l l  u n o r g a n i z e d  s e t t l e m e n t s .
W e  h a v e  b e c o m e  v e r y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  f e r r i e s  t o  c o n n e c t  us  
to the s e r v i c e s  t h a t  we need.

Y o u  i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  y o u  w a n t e d  to p u t  t h e  S t a t e ’s 
r e s o u r c e s  to w o r k  b y  u p g r a d i n g  o u r  a g i n g  f l e e t  o f  f e r r i e s  
a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a v e s s e l  r e p l a c e m e n t  f u n d .  In yo u r  
r e c e n t l y  s u b m i t t e d  b u d g e t s  y o u  i n c l u d e d  o n l y  $4  m i l l i o n  o f  
t h e  $7 m i l l i o n  th a t  is n e e d e d  to m e e t  the D i v i s i o n ’s nee d  
for FY 91 a n d  y o u  d i d n ’t m e n t i o n  t h e  v e s s e l  r e p l a c e m e n t  
f u n d .

W e  f o u n d  t h i s  a l a r m i n g  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of the 
v e s s e l s  a n d  the 2 d a y  a w e e k  s c h e d u l e  t h a t  we a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  
w i t h  t h i s  w i n t e r .

T h e  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  is d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d e d  to s u p p o r t  the 
p r e s e n t  e c o n o m y  a n d  to p r o v i d e  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
n e e d e d  if w e  a r e  to m a i n t a i n  a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e  e c o n o m y  of all 
o f  the S t a t e ,  not j u s t  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .  W e  f e l t  y o u  
u n d e r s t o o d  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  t h i s  M a r i n e  l i n k  was. S o u t h e a s t e r n  
is not the o n l y  o n e  w h o  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  t h i s  o h w a y  - the 
e n t i r e  S t a t e  d o e s .  $ 8 . 4  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  re. e g o i n g  i n t o  
S o u t h c e n t r a l  is d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  to the K  ,*y s y s t e m .

C R A IG  • K L A W O C K  • H Y D A B U R G  • T H O R N E  BAY • C O F F M A N  C O V E



P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

P.O. Box 49 7 
Craig, Alaska 99921 

9 0 7 -8 2 6 -3 8 7 0

W h e n  y o u  w e r e  G o v e r n o r  b e f o r e ,  you had t h e  f o r e s i g h t  to 
r e a l i z e  the i m p o r t a n c e  of  t h i s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  li n k  a n d  
c o n t r i b u t e d  m u c h  to i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  W e  w e r e  e x p e c t i n g  t h e  
s a m e  c o m m i t m e n t  b a s e d  on y o u r  e a r l i e r  c o m m e n t s .

It is a S t a t e  H i g h w a y  a n d  w e  u r g e  y o u  to i n c l u d e  t h e  f u n d i n g  
n e e d e d  to m a i n t a i n  a n d  u p g r a d e  it w h e n  y o u  d o  y o u r  n e x t  
c a p i t a l  b u d g e t  for F y  92.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

P r i n c e  of W a l e s  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e  
B a r b a r a  P e r m e n t e r  , P r e s i d e n t

C R A IG  • K L A W O C K  • H Y D A B U R G  • T H O R N E  BAY • C O F F M A N  C O V E



. . . .  . .

City of Tenakee Springs 

RESOLUTION 91-13

In the Council 
February 28, 1991

^ A k  H  1331

Introduced by the 
Council President

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT FUNDING 
FOR VESSEL REPLACEMENT FOR THE ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY SYSTEM 

BE INCLUDED IN THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR' 19 9 2  * '■

WHEREAS, money for vessel replacement in the Alaska Marine Highway System has
not been included in the capital or supplemental buc’jget bills;

WHEREAS, the City of Tenakee Springs relies on the Alaska Karine Highway for
all transportation needs;

WHEREAS, maintaining the present fleet is only a part of preserving an ongoing
Alaska Marine Highway System; and

WHEREAS, vessel replacement is a necessary part of an Alaska Marine Highway
System that will be responsive to basic transportation needs of many 
Alaskans and of visitors to Alaska;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Tenakee Springs, 
Alaska to urge that funds for vessel replacement in the Alaska Marine 
Highway System be included in the appropriate budget bill this fiscal 
year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to direct the city clerk to forward Resolution 91-13 to 
Governor Hickle, Commissioner Turpin, and Legislators’Ulmer, Eliason 
and Grussendorf.

ADOPTED 5 AYES. 2 ABSENT THIS 28T1I DAY OF FEBRUARY 1991

Ruth M. Borger, Vi-fce-Mayor 
Acting Council President 
ex officio MAYOR





D O C U M E N T S  W H I C H  H A V E  N O T  B E E N  

F I L M E D  B U T  A R E  A V A I L A B L E  I N  T H E  

O R I G I N A L  F I L E  I N C L U D E :

T i \ S  L o q r r p y j  A tiS S O c !' F r r B S , k 3 X C _________

n f V f t c i A  v i r i  _____   '____________________




