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IN  TH E LEG ISLA TU R E O F  TH E  ST A T E  O F  A L A SK A  

SEV EN TEEN TH  LEG ISLA TU R E - SEC O N D  SE SSIO N

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

A  BELL 

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D

1 " A n  A c t re la tin g  to  ab sen tee  vo ting ; a n d  p ro v id in g  fo r  a n  effective d a te ."

2  B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

3 * S ec tio n  1. AS 15.20.010 is am ended to  read:

CS FOR HOUSE BELL NO. 167 (FINANCE)

4 Sec. 15.20.010. PER SO N S W H O  M A Y  V O T E  A B SE N T E E . A t any  election  a  qualified

5 v o ter m ay  vote an absentee ballo t fo r the d istric t in  w h ich  the v o te r resides and  is reg is te red  i f

6 the  vo ter

7 (1) believes that the vo ter w ill be unavo idab ly  absen t fro m  the  p ro p er vo ting

8 p rec in c t on election day, w hether inside the sta te  o r not; o r

9 (2) w ill be unable to be p resen t at the po lls  because o f  p h y sica l d isab ility  o r

10 c o n fin e m e n t in  a n  in s titu tio n .

11 [(3) REPEA LED .]

12 * Sec. 2. A S 15.20.071 is repealed  and  reenacted  to read:

13 Sec. 15.20.071. A B SE N T E E  V O T IN G  B Y  P E R S O N A L  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E , (a) A

14 qua lified  vo ter w ho is physically  d isab led  o r con fined  to an institu tion  m ay  be  assis ted  by a
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1 personal rep resen ta tive  in  voting  an absentee ballo t as set ou t in  this section.

2 (b) A  personal representative m ay app ly .to  the fo llow ing  election o ffic ia ls, at the  tim es

3 specified , fo r an absentee ballo t on behalf o f  a vo ter w ho is elig ib le  under (a) o f  this section:

4 (1) to an absentee vo ting  official on o r afte r the 15th day before  an election  up to

5  and  includ ing  the day  o f  the election;

6 (2) to an election superv isor

7  (A) afte r a date  announced  by the d irec to r under AS 15.20.048(b); and

8 (B) on  o r after the 15th day before an election up to and  including the  day

9 o f  the  election;

10 (3) to an absentee voting o ffic ia l a t an absentee vo ting  sta tion  designated u nder

11 AS 15.20.045(b) a t a  tim e w hen the absentee voting  station is operating;

12 (4) to a  m em ber o f  a  p rec inct election board  on  election d ay  except th a t the

13 persona l rep resen ta tive  m ay  not apply  to a m em ber o f  an election board  in  an area in  w hich

14 absentee v o tin g  officials have been designated.

15 (c) T he  application by the personal represen ta tive  m ust include

16 (1) the fu ll nam e o f the personal representative;

17 (2) the fu ll residence address o f  the personal representative;

18 (3) the nam e o f  the v o te r  o n 'w hose  beha lf the personal represen ta tive  is apply ing

19 fo r  an  absen tee  ballot;

20  (4) a form  o f  identification  o f  the personal representative as requ ired  by regu lation

21  fo r a  v o te r w ho  requests an absentee ballo t by m ail; and

22  (5) a sta tem ent signed by the personal representative that the v o te r fo r w hom  the

23  persona l represen ta tive  is apply ing  for an absentee ba llo t w ill be unab le  to go to  the po lling  p lace

24 because o f  physica l d isab ility  o r confinem ent in  an institution.

25  (d) U pon  rece ip t o f  a w ritten application and  p ro o f o f  identification  from  a personal

26  rep resen ta tive , the election  official shall issue the absentee ballo t and o ther absentee vo ting

27 m ateria l to  the personal representative fo r use by a v o te r under (a) o f this section.

28 (e) T he  personal representative shall de liver the  absentee ballo t and o th er absentee vo ting

29 m ateria ls  to the vo ter as soon  as practicable. U pon  rece ip t o f  the vo ting  m ateria ls, the vo ter shall

.30 com plete  the v o te r’s application, sta ting  the nam e o f  the personal rep resen ta tive  w ho app lied  fo r

31 the absen tee ba llo t and stating  that the vo ter w ill be  unable to go to a  po lling  p lace because o f
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1 physica l d isab ility  o r  confinem ent to  an institu tion . T he vo ter shall sign  the app lication  and

2 prov ide  iden tification  as requ ired  by  regu lation  fo r a  vo ter w ho  requests an  absen tee ballo t by

3 m ail. T he  vo ter shall then proceed  to  m ark  the ballo t in secret, to p lace the  ballo t in the sm all

4 secrecy  envelope, to p lace the sm all envelope in the larger envelope, and  to  sign the v o te r’s

5 certifica te  on the envelope in  the p resence  o f  the personal represen ta tive  w ho  shall w itness and

6 date  the signatu re  o f  the  voter. T he vo ter m ust m ark  the ballo t and sign the v o te r ’s certifica tion

7 no t la te r  than election  day. T he vo ter shall then re tu rn  the absen tee b a llo t to the personal

8 rep resen ta tive  w ho shall de liver the ballot to  the election  o ffic ia l w ho p ro v id ed  die ballo t. T he

9 absentee ballo t m ust be re tu rned  to the election offic ia l no t la ter than 8 :00 o ’c lo ck  in  the even ing

10 on e lec tion  day.

11 (f) E ach elec tion  offic ia l shall keep a  record  o f  the nam e and  s igna tu re  o f  each  personal

12 rep resen ta tive  requesting  an absentee ballot, the nam e o f  the person  on w hose  beha lf the ballo t

13 is requested , and the  da te  on w hich the ballo t w as issued. T he  election  o ffic ia l shall reco rd  the
I

14 date  the absen tee ballo t is p rov ided  and the date the ballo t is retu rned  to the e lection  o fficial.

15 (g) A  cand idate  fo r office a t that election , the v o te r’s em ployer, ag en t o f  the em ployer,

16 o r o fficer o r  agen t o f  the v o te r’s un ion  m ay not ac t as a persona l represen ta tive .

17 * Sec. 3 . AS 15.20 is am ended by add ing  a new  section  to article  1 to  read:

18 Sec. 15.20.225. D E FIN IT IO N . In AS 15.20.010 - 15 .20.225, "institu tion" m eans a

19 hospita l, rehab ilita tion  center, p io n eer hom e, nursing  hom e, o r  sen io r center.

20 * Sec. 4. T h is A c t takes effec t im m ediately  under AS 01 .10 .070(c).
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/
/ D IV IS ION  O F  ELECTIONS  

P .O . BOX A F
JUNEAU. ALASKA 9 9 8 1 1 -0 1 0 5  
PH O N E (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -4 6 1 1

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Dave D o n le y /  C ha irm an  
House J u d i c i a r y  C om m it tee  
P .O .  Box V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D ear  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D o n le y :

The D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  would  l i k e  t o  f o r m a l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you 
b r i n g  House B i l l  167,  "An Act  R e l a t i n g  t o  A b s e n t e e  V o t i n g , "  
b e f o r e  t h e  House J u d i c i a r y  Com mit tee  f o r  a  h e a r i n g .

House B i l l  167 s i m p l i f i e s  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  
t h r o u g h  a  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  T h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
v o t e r s  who a r e  d i s a b l e d ,  h a n d i c a p p e d  o r  e l d e r l y  a n d  who a r e  
u n a b l e  t o  go t o  t h e  p o l l s  on e l e c t i o n  d ay  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  
d i s a b i l i t y .

The e x i s t i n g  law r e q u i r e s  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  make 5 
s e p a r a t e  t r i p s  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  
t a s k  o f  a s s i s t i n g  an i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  v o t e .  T h i s  
b i l l  wou ld  a l l o w  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  an  
a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  v o t e r ,  and  p i c k  up t h e  v o t e r ' s  
c o n f i r m i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  and  b a l l o t s  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  The 
p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  would  t h e n  t a k e  them  t o  t h e  v o t e r  and  
r e t u r n  b o t h  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and v o t e d  b a l l o t s  a t  t h e  same t i m e .

T h i s  b i l l  h a s  w i d e - s p r e a d  s u p p o r t  f r o m  v a r i o u s  c o n s t i t u e n t  

g r o u p s ,  a n d  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  v o t i n g  p r o c e s s  m o r e  

a c c e s s i b l e .

Once a g a i n ,  I  u r g e  you t o  s c h e d u l e  House B i l l  167 t o  be  h e a r d  i n  
t h e  House J u d i c i a r y  C om m it tee  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D i r e c t o r

c c :  L o r i  N o t t i n g h a m ,  D e p u t y  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a s o n

:1-A2LH



S t a t e  o k  A l a s k a
o f f i c e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  

J  U K B A D

F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1991

The H o n o r a b le  Ben G r u s s e n d o r f  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O .  Box V 
J u n e a u ,  AK 99811

D e a r  S p e a k e r  G r u s s e n d o r f :

Under  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  18, o f  t h e  A la sk a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I  am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  a b s e n t e e  
v o t i n g .
C u r r e n t l y ,  AS 1 5 .2 0 .0 7 1  p r o v i d e s  a  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  

b y  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t h a t  i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  

t h e  v o t e r  a n d  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  A p e r s o n a l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m u s t  m a k e  s e v e r a l  t r i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e  v o t e r  a n d  

e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  i n  o r d e r  f o r  a  d i s a b l e d  v o t e r  t o  u s e  t h i s  

m e t h o d  o f  v o t i n g .  T h e  b i l l  s t r e a m l i n e s  t h e  p r o c e d u r e ,  a l l o w i n g  

t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  i n  a  s i n g l e  r o u n d  t r i p  

a l l  o f  t h e  s t e p s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a l l o w  a  d i s a b l e d  v o t e r  t o  v o t e .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a l l o w  a  p e r s o n  c o n f i n e d  t o  a n  

i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  v o t e  a b s e n t e e  b y  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

S a f e g u a r d s  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  

o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  a r e  a l s o  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  b i l l .

C u r r e n t l y ,  AS 1 5 . 2 0 . 0 7 1 ( e )  p r o h i b i t s  a c a n d i d a t e  from a c t i n g  a s  a 
p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  I n  t h e  b i l l ,  t h a t  p r o v i s i o n  i s  r em o ved .  
New AS 1 5 . 2 0 . 0 7 1 ( g )  would  p r o h i b i t  a v o t e r ' s  e m p lo y e r ,  an  a g e n t  
o f  t h e  e m p l o y e r ,  o r  an  o f f i c e r  o r  a g e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e r ' s  u n i o n  f rom 
a c t i n g  a s  t h e  v o t e r ' s  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  Both  t h e s e  
c h a n g e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  by f e d e r a l  law .  42 U . S . C .  1 9 7 3 a a -6 .
F e d e r a l  law a l s o  p r o v i d e s  t h a t ,  f o r  f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  s t a t e  law s  
may r e q u i r e  m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  from h a n d i c a p p e d  v o t e r s  o n l y  i n  
l i m i t e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  42 U .S .C .  1 97 3 ee -3 .  T h i s  b i l l  r em o v es  
t h e  c u r r e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t  ( i n  e x i s t i n g  AS 1 5 . 2 0 . 0 7 1 ( b ) )  t h a t  a  
v o t e r ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  be  a c c o m p a n ie d  by a  l e t t e r  
o r  s t a t e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  v o t e r ' s  d i s a b i l i t y  f rom a  p h y s i c i a n  o r  
f rom two q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s .

I  u r g e  y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  a c t i o n  on t h i s  b i l l .



A p r i l  24,  1989 
PO Box 1583 
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 99707

Sandra  S t o u t ,  D i r e c t o r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  
PO Box AF 
Ju n e au ,  AK 99811

Dear  Mrs. S t o u t :

I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  i s  w o rk in g  on 
amending p r e s e n t  law  t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e  P e r s o n a l  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
form of  v o t i n g .  I  s t r o n g l y  e n d o r s e  t h i s  a c t i o n .

My w ife  s u f f e r s  f rom M u l t i p l e  S c l e r o s i s  and  i s  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  
and  housebound. I n  o r d e r  f o r  h e r  t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  1988 
e l e c t i o n s  I  was r e q u i r e d  t o  t r a v e l  from my home, w h ich  i s  
a p p ro x im a te ly  15 m i l e s  f rom  downtown F a i r b a n k s ,  no f e w e r  
t h a n  t h r e e  t i m e s .  I  h a d  t o  go t o  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  e l e c t i o n  
o f f i c e  and p i c k  up t h e  r e q u i r e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  fo rm ,  r e t u r n  t o  
my home t o  have i t  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  w i t n e s s e d ,  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  
F a i r b a n k s  e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e  and  p i c k  up a  b a l l o t ,  t a k e  i t  b a ck  
t o  my home f o r  my w i f e  t o  v o t e ,  a n d  t h e n  f i n a l l y ,  make a 
t h i r d  t r i p  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  b a l l o t  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e .  T h i s  
was a t o t a l  o f  90 m i l e s  o f  d r i v i n g  f o r  e a c h  e l e c t i o n !  I f  I  
had  been u n a b le  t o  be  my w i f e ' s  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sh e  
would n o t  have b e e n  a b l e  t o  v o t e  a s  sh e  would n o t  h a v e  a s k e d  
t h i s  k in d  o f  t im e  o r  e f f o r t  o f  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  o r  f r i e n d s .

I f  I  had been  a b l e  t o  p i c k  up b o t h  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  fo rm  and  
t h e  b a l l o t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  I  c o u l d  have  a s s i s t e d  my w i f e  i n  
c o m p le t in g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  h a v e  h e r  v o t e ,  and t h e n  r e t u r n e d  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  form and  b a l l o t  a t  t h e  same t i m e .

I  am c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many o t h e r  p e o p l e  who f a c e  t h i s  
same s i t u a t i o n  a t  e l e c t i o n  t i m e  who may n o t  know t h a t  you 
a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  c h a n g e s  t o  y o u r  p r o c e d u r e s  o r  who may f e e l  
i n a d e q u a te  t o  c o n t a c t  you  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  move. Over  t h e  
y e a r s  I  have  s e e n  many o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  law s  c h a n g e d  t o  make 
i t  e a s i e r  f o r  v o t e r s  t o  r e g i s t e r  and  v o t e .  However,  i n  t h e  
c a s e  o f  t h e  v o t e r  who i s  i l l  o r  h a n d i c a p p e d ,  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
c o n t in u e  t o  be e x t r e m e l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  and  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  
cumbersome.
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The r i g h t  t o  v o t e  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  and  I  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  
s u p p o r t  changes  t h a t  would  f a c i l i t a t e  v o t i n g  f o r  h a n d ic a p p e d  
p e r s o n s .

Thank you f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
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O U R  L A D Y  

O F  C O M P A S S I O N  

C A R E  C E N T E R

4900 EAGLE STREET ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503-7446 
PHONE:(907) 662-2281

' SERVING IN T rte  WEST SINCE 1856

Mr Stever i  McAlpine 
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L t .  Governor  
PO Box AA 
J u n e a u ,  AK 99801

F e b r u a r y  20, 1989
L I E U T E N A N T  g o v e r n o r

Dear  S i r :

I am w r i t i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  p ro po s ed  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
v o t i n g  by p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  I u n d e r s t a n d  yo u  a r e  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  
s i m p l i f y i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s .

I am t h e  s o l e  r e g i s t r a r  f o r  a r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  h a s  b e tw e e n  65 and 
85 r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .  Much o f  t h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  r e s i d e d  h e r e  f o r  some t im e  
and  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  do s o .  T he r e  i s ,  h oweve r  an  a p p r o x i m a t e  30% t u r n o v e r  
o f  p e o p l e  who a r e  c a p a b l e  and i n t e r e s t e d  i n  v o t i n g .

A t  p r e s e n t  we a t t e m p t  t o  s e r v e  th em by  c o m p l e t i n g  a b s e n t e e  v o t e r  f o rm s  p r i o r  
t o  each  e l e c t i o n .  T h i s  method b e s t  s e r v e s  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  s t a b l e  i n  t h e i r  
r e s i d e n c y .  O th e r s  who have moved r e c e n t l y ,  o r  b e e n  r e c e n t l y  a d m i t t e d  a r e  more 
p r o b l e m a t i c .  Fo r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  we m u s t  p u r s u e  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
p r o c e d u r e .  Th i s  r e q u i r e s  t h e  t im e  con sum ing  p r o c e s s  o f  e i t h e r  m y s e l f  o r  
a n o t h e r  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  h e l p i n g  them c o m p l e t e  t o e  f o rm ,  t h r e e  t r i p s  down and  
back  t o  t h e  E l e c t i o n s  O f f i c e ,  and h e l p i n g  th em  v o t e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s  who 
have  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s .  ( In  o r d e r  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  
o f  v o t i n g ,  and t o  m in im iz e  s t a f f  t im e  we t r y  t o  c o m p l e t e  a l l  b a l l o t i n g  a t  on e  
t im e . )

As you c an  s e e  we a r e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a ny  c h a n g e  t h a t  m i g h t  r e d u c e  s t a f f  o r  
v o l u n t e e r  t ime  e x p e n d i t u r e s  would be  we l come .  I wou ld  be  h appy  t o  r e v i e w  and 
o f f e r  comment on any p roposed  c h a n g e s .

L i z  111g J
V o l u n t e e r  S e r v i c e s  C oo r d i n a t o r




