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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E  

O t T e r c d :  *1/5/91
R e f e r r e d :  L a b o r  &  C o m m e r c e ,  F i n a n c e  

S p o n s o r / s ) :  H O U S E  R U L E S / G O V E R N O R

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act extending the Board of Psychologist and Psychological Associate Exam iners in the

2 D epartm ent of Commerce and Economic Development; increasing the am ount of graduate

3 course w ork directiy related to a specialized area of psychology necessary to qualify for

4 exam ination as a psychological associate; and providing for an  effective date."

5 BE IT ENACTED BY TH E  LEGISLATURE O F THE STATE O F ALASKA:

CvS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 163 (HES)

6 * Section 1. AS 08.03.010(c)(10) is amended to read:

7 (10) Board of Psychologist and Psychological Associate Examiners

8 (AS 08.86.010) - June 30, 1995 119911;

9 * Sec. 2. AS 08.86.162 is amended to read:

10 Sec. 08.86.162. ASSOCIATES: QUALIFICATION FOR EXAMINATION. A person

11 is entitled to take a psychological associate examination if the board finds that the person:

12 (1) lias not engaged in dishonorable conduct related to the practice of counseling

13 or psychometry;

14 (2) holds a master’s degree with primary emphasis on psychology from an

IIB0163b -1- CSHB 163(HES)
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1 • academic institution whose program ot graduate study for a master’s degree in psychology meets

2 the criteria established by the board by regulation, with the equivalent of at least 48 |24 | semester

3 credit hours of graduate course work directly related to a specialized area of psychology in which

4 licensure is requested, including a practicum;

5 (3) has at least three years’ supervised experience after obtaining a master's

6 degree; in this paragraph, "supervised experience" means the equivalent of at least one hour a

7 week of personal interview with a supervisor whose educational qualifications are consistent with

S the level o f activity being supervised;

9 (4) has the recommendation of an immediate supervisor if a licensed psychologist,

10 or two licensed psychologists who hold doctoral degrees; and

11 (5) has not within the preceding six months failed an examination given by the

12 board.

13 * See. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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Nryg Text Under! ino.d (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED j

HB0163b



by th e  H ouse  H ealth , E d u ca tio n  a n d  S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  C o m m ittee

March 27, 1991

Letter of Intent 
f o r  

HB 163

It is th e  in ten t of th e  H o u se  H ea lth , E d u c a tio n  a n d  S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  
C o m m itte e  th a t o c cu p a tio n a l lic e n s in g  f e e s  e s ta b l is h e d  p u r s u a n t  to 
A S 0 8 .0 1 .0 6 5  shall re flec t th e  a c tu a l  c o s ts  to  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  fo r 
w hich th e  fee  is ch a rg ed , e x c e p t w h e n  to  d o  so  w ould c re a te  an  
u n re a so n a b le  b u rden  upon l ic e n s e e s .  T he c o m m itte e  r e q u e s ts  th e  
B o ard  of P sy ch o lo g is t a n d  P s y c h o lo g ic a l A s s o c ia te  E x a m in e rs  to  
w ork  w ith th e  d e p a r tm e n t in re -e v a lu a tin g  its c u r re n t  lic en sin g  fe e  
s c h e d u le . T he  co m m ittee  fu r th e r  r e q u e s ts  th e  d e p a r tm e n t to  is s u e  
a  re p o rt on fe e  s c h e d u le s , with n o ta tio n  a s  to  th o s e  fe e s  w hich 
h a v e  b e e n  c h a n g e d , to th e  le g is la tu re  by th e  first d ay  of the  s e c o n d  
s e s s io n  of th e  S e v e n te e n th  L e g is la tu re .

/

R e p re s e n ta tiv e  P a t C arn ey , C o -C h a ir
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FISCAL NOTE
No. 3

. STA TE OF ALASKA 
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: ____________________________
Title: E x t e n d i n g  the B oard or Psych, and BRU:

Department Aflected:

Bill Version: CSHB 1 6 3 ( H £ S 'i 
(H) Publish Date: 4 / 2 5  91

C o m m e r c e  & E c o n o m i c  Dev.

O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  Exam i n er s . . .  

Sponsor: R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e / G o v e r n o r

Requestor: H o u s e HESS__________________

Component: A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 1
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS

•

MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
F u n d i n g  for the B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t  an d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s  is 

i n c l u d e d  in the d e p a r t m e n t ' s  FY 92 o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  request; t h e r ef o r e ,  n e w  f u n d s  

ar e  not r e q u i r e d  to e x t e n d  the b o a r d  or i m p l e m e n t  the a m e n d m e n t  in Sec. 2 of the 

bill.

Prepared By: J e n n i f e r  S t r i c k l e r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e r  p h o n e - 4 6 5 - 2 1 4 4

Division: O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g

Approved by Commissioner: _ G l e n n  A. Olds

Agency: _______ C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t 1̂  ) ^  Date-

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies). 

Rev 10/90 Page 1 o f ___
COMMITTEE COPY



CONTINUATION OF FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

The Division of Occupational Licensing, Department of Commerce & Economic 
Development, is funded p r imarily by p r o gram receipts gen e r a t e d  from licensing fees. 
All licensing programs share in the responsibility of covering a percentage of the 

administrative costs based on the number of c u r rent licensees (156 psychologists and 
psychological associate licensees) divided by the total number of current division 
licensees (29,108). In FY 92, costs for the Board of P s y c h o l o g i s t  and 

Psychological Asso c i a t e  Examiners are projected as follows:

Personal Services:

- A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  costs 5.7

- 25% Licensing Examiner lO.b

- 1 0 % Investigative 5 . 0

Sub-Total: $21.3

T r a v e l :

- A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  .3

- Board Travel 5.0

Sub-Total : $ 5.3

Contractual: $ 2 . 9

Supplies: $ . 3

Equipment: $ . 0

TOTAL: FY 92 Costs $ 29.8

Average Annual Revenue: $ n . 9

8840D-8
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caiehky m PSYCH

‘UQER OF LICENSEES :9.1a ■,5S
FSCEfT OF LICENSEES 0.541

•S9TW. SSV1CE5
*Uimstrat:ve ’32.135 5.264
Oirect Succort 354.763

1 of Licensing txauners ::.5 31
iiaaijier Pav/Beniiits 230.072 10.601

1 ct Investiaator ".5 101
Investigator Pav/Benifits 447,633 4,974
T of Hearing Eminer ICO! 7.S7Z

Hearino Eiuiners «/o S£ 35.173 205
’eal Estate Hearing Eiaainer *2.435

SUB TOTAL 2.3S2.7T3 31.344

•’m/PS DIQt
Pdiinistrative 60,KO 324
Soard Heelings 227.124 2.000

a s m 237.5=4 2.324

CCHTRACTIKL SERVICES -AXfllHISTHATIVE
Prolessicnal Services 136.IS3 7̂

CoMumcaticns 155.530 334
Transoortation 10.000 54

’dvertisino/Printu*} 123.300 638
’ecairs/IUintenance 30.7CO 165

Pental *4.?CO 31
Other ifletbersruos) 37,700 302

SuB TOTAL 345.298 3.722

x n m T U L  sesvices -  : s is « T e
Professional Services 0

Ccaauucacicns )
fransoortation 3

Vjv*msir<o/Princinq 0
PeoairsiRlintenance 0

’ental 0
Other fhestersmcs) 0

513 TOTAL 15.402 0

eonWCTUfL TOTAL 350.700 2.922

rj=PLIES

iliinistrative ■*5.747 •45
lesicnateo *.753

2 3  TOIL 20.300 3*5

• • w in s r

îmistrative * ■ 34
lesicnued :.247



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  

C h a i r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  

a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

P O  B O X  V  S T A T E  H O U S E  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L i n c o l n :

I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  

t o  t h e  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I a m  

r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  b e  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  a  m i n i m u m  o f  a  

M a s t e r s  D e g r e e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t w e n t y  f o u r  s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  t o  a  

m i n i m u m  o f  a  M a s t e r s  D e g r e e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f o r t y  e i g h t  h o u r s .

A s  y o u  m a y  k n o w ,  t h e  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e  a l l o w s  

t h o s e  h o l d i n g  a  M a s t e r s  D e g r e e  i n  p s y c h o l o g y  t o  p r a c t i c e  

p s y c h o l o g y  i n  A l a s k a .  A l a s k a  i s  o n e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  

9 t a t e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  a l l o w  t h o s e  h o l d i n g  t h e  M a s t e r s  

D e g r e e  i n  p s y c h o l o g y  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d ,  t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  q u a l i t y  

c o n t r o l  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  w h o m  m a y  p r a c t i c e .

I n  o r d e r  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d ,  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s  m u s t  f i r s t  

p r a c t i c e  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a  P s y c h o l o g i s t  ( s o m e o n e  w h o  

h o l d s  a  D o c t o r a t e  D e g r e e  a n d  i s  l i c e n s e d  b y  t h e  t h e  s t a t e )  

f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s .  A f t e r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t i n g  

t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h e y  a r e  t h e n  e l i g i b l e  t o  s i t  

f o r  t h e  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  

t w o  p a r t s ,  a n  o b j e c t i v e  p o r t i o n  t h a t  i s  u s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

c o u n t r y ,  a n d  a n  e s s a y  p o r t i o n  w h i c h  c o v e r s  e t h i c s  a n d  l e g a l  

i s s u e s  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  p s y c h o l o g y  i n  A l a s k a .  T h e  

t e 9 t  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h a t  t a k e n  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d  a s  a  

P s y c h o l o g i s t ,  b u t  t h e  p a s s i n g  s c o r e  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l o w e r .  

A f t e r  b e i n g  l i c e n s e d ,  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s  m u s t  r e m a i n  

u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a  P s y c h o l o g i s t  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  

w h i c h  t h e y  m a y  a p p l y  t o  p r a c t i c e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .

T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  

A s s o c i a t e s  i s  t h a t  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  h a v e  t w o  t o  t h r e e  m o r e  y e a r s

I o f  3



o f  f o r m a l  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  g r a d u a t e  l e v e l ,  a n d  h a v e  a  f a r  

b r o a d e r  b a s e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h u s  t y p i c a l l y  p e r f o r m  a  w i d e r  

v a r i e t y  o f  s e r v i c e s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  e v a l u a t i o n s  b a s e d  u p o n  

i n f o r m a t i o n  d e r i v e d  f r o r ^ / c h o l o g i c a l  t e s t i n g ,  a n d  t h e r a p y  

t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  g r o u p s  f a m i l i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  m a n y  

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  s e r v e  a s  >:;' ^ p e r t  w i t n e s s e s  i n  c o u r t ,  a n d  d o  

e v a l u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  S o m e  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  

s p e c i a l i z e  i n  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  w i t h  b r a i n  i n j u r i e s  o r  

d i s e a s e  a n d  e v a l u a t e  n e u r o l o g i c a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s .

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  i n  h o s p i t a l s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o u t  

p a t i e n t  s e t t i n g s .

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s  m a y  d o  a n y  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  

p r o v i d e d  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t r a i n i n g .  A s  a  g e n e r a l  

r u l e  h o w e v e r ,  m o s t  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s  l i m i t  t h e i r  

p r a c t i c e  t o  p s y c h o t h e r a p y ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  r e s t r i c t  t h e i f  

p r a c t i c e  t o  o u t p a t i e n t  w o r k .

T h e  A l a s k a  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s  b e  

i n c r e a s e d  f o r  t w o  r e a s o n s .  T h e  f i r s t  i s  t h a t  w h e n  f i r s t  

w r i t t e n ,  t h e  s t a t u t e  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s  

r e m a i n  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  

p r a c t i c e .  W i t h  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  c o m e s  

w i t h  c o m p l e t e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  t h e  l a w  n o w  a l l o w s ,  

s h o u l d  c o m e  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  t r a i n i n g .

T h e  s e c o n d  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  c h a n g e  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  

l a w  w a s  w r i t t e n ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  h a s  e x p a n d e d  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  w a r r a n t  a n  i n c r e a s e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t .  

T h e r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a  w i d e  d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  e a r n i n g  a  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e .  W h i l e  s o m e  

s c h o o l s  r e q u i r e  a s  m a n y  a s  n i n e t y  s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  o f  c r e d i t ,  

o t h e r s  r e q u i r e  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  t w e n t y  f o u r  s p e c i f i e d  f o r  

l i c e n s u r e .  T w e n t y  f o u r  h o u r s  o f  c r e d i t  i s  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  

o n l y  e i g h t  c l a s s e s ,  s e v e n  c l a s s e s  i f  c r e d i t  i s  g i v e n  f o r  

w r i t i n g  t h e  m a s t e r s  t h e s i s .  W h e n  v i e w e d  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  i t  

i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  o n e  c a n  j u s t  b e g i n  t o  s c r a t c h  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  

t h e  c u r r e n t  b o d y  o f  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h  o n l y  t w e n t y  f o u r  h o u r s  o f  

c r e d i t .  I t  i s  c l e a r l y  n o t  e n o u g h  t o  p r a c t i c e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  i t s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  

t h e  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  t o  f o r t y  e i g h t  h o u r s . T h o s e  t r a i n e d  i n  

t h a t  p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  m e e t  t h i s r e q u i r e m e n t .  T h o s e  

p u r s u i n g  l i c e n s u r e  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e  w o r k  c a n  

e n r o l l  i n  g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  a t  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

A l a s k a  a n d  A l a s k a  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y .  F o r  t h o s e  l i v i n g  i n  

r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  e x t e n d e d  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  

a  n u m b e r  o f  A l a s k a n s  a r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  w h i c h  a l l o w  t h e i r



s t u d e n t s  t o  d o  m u c h  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  w o r k  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a n d  

a t t e n d  s h o r t  i n t e n s i v e  s e m i n a r s  O u t s i d e  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  

W h i l e  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  r e q u i r e  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  

t i m e ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  p r i c e  t h a t  a n y o n e  h o l d i n g  a n  a d v a n c e d  

d e g r e e  h a s  b e e n  r e q u i r e d  t o  p a y .

T h e  B o a r d  o f  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s  i s  i n  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  c h a n g e ,  a n d  h a s  i n  f a c t  b e e n  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  

i t  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  n o w .  T h e y  h a v e  a d v i s e d  m e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  

e x p e r i e n c e d  p r o o l e m s  d o i n g  s o  d u e  t o  t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s  a n d  

d i f f i c u l t y  a r r a n g i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  h e a r i n g s  t o  m a k e  t h e  

c h a n g e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y .  B e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  a  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  

P s y c h o l o g y  L i c e n s e  i s  b e i n g  r e v i e w e d  f o r  c o n t i n u a t i o n  b y  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e ,  i t  i s  a  g o o d  t i m e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  c h a n g e  

l e g i s l a t i v e l y .  T h e  b i l l  f o r  c o n t i n u a t i o n  i s  H B  1 6 3  t o  e x t e n d  

t h e  P s y c h o l o g y  L i c e n s e  f o r  a n o t h e r  f o u r  y e a r s ,  P l e a s e  

c o n s i d e r  a m e n d i n g  t o  b i l l  t o  i n c l u d e  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s  t o  f o r t y  

e i g h t  s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  a s  I  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  a b c v e ,

I  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  h a s  c l a r i f i e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h e  A l a s k a  

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  t a k i n g  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  

i s s u e .  P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  o r  o u r  l o b b y i s t ,

S h a r o n  M a c k l i n ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,

J o e l  B .  W i e m a n  P h . D  

L e g i s l a t i v e  C o o r d i n a t o r  

A l a s k a  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n
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