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1 " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  r a t e  r e v i e w  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  s o l i d  w a s t e

2  r e c o v e r y  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  s e r v i c e s  o f  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s . "

3  B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :
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1018 WEST 6TH AVENUE 
SUITE 400
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501
PHONE: (907) ."78-6222

W A L T E R  J. HICKEL, G O V E R N O R

Feb ruary  12 , 1991

The Honorable David F in k e ls t e in  
A laska  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  
P. 0. Box V 
Juneau, A la ska  99811

Dear R ep re sen ta t iv e  F in k e ls te in :

A p u b lic  m eeting was h e ld  on February  12, 1990, to  d iscu ss  the
d r a f t  o f th e  proposed b i l l  th a t  R e p re se n ta t iv e  Brown is  sponsoring  
fo r  the re co ve ry  and r e c y c l in g  o f  s o l id  waste s e rv ic e s . The 
meeting was attended  by Commissioners S ch roe r, O 'T ie rney , May and 
Fo s te r. A ls o  p a r t ic ip a t in g  were members o f  the  Commission S t a f f  
( S t a f f ) . *

I t  i s  assumed th a t  i f  a u t i l i t y  were to  request the  c a p it a l  and 
ope ra tin g  c o s ts  a s so c ia te d  w ith  th e  re co ve ry  ope ra tio n  th a t  the  
co s ts  shou ld  be p ruden t and rea sonab le . In  o th e r  words, the rev iew  
o f S ta f f  and app rova l by the  Commission in  con ju n c tio n  w ith  the  
a llo w in g  o f  th e  c o s ts  would f a l l  under AS 42.05.381, Rates to  be 
ju s t  and re a so n a b le . In  o rde r to  a vo id  any con fu s ion  the  
Commission suggests  th a t  the  language be amended to  s u b s t itu te  the  
word "reasonab le "  f o r  the  word " th e "  (p reced ing  c a p ito l)  on l in e  6 
o f the v/ork d r a f t .

The m eeting a ls o  focused on a g en e ra l d is c u s s io n  o f the 
p r a c t ic a l i t y  o f  u t i l i t i e s  in c lu d in g  th e  c o s ts  as p a r t  o f a revenue 
requ irem ent d e te rm in a tio n . The term  " s h a l l "  on l in e  5 o f the work 
d r a f t  assumes th a t  i t  i s  a t  the  o p t io n  o f  the  u t i l i t y  to  request 
the c o s ts . I f  c o s ts  were requested  in  th e  de te rm ina tion  o f a 
revenue requ irem ent, any revenues a s s o c ia te d  w ith  i t s  o pe ra tio n  
would be su b tra c te d  from the  revenue requ irem ent.

The Commission a ls o  wanted to  make you aware th a t  l a n d f i l l s  are not 
regu la ted  and a re  t y p ic a l ly  M u n ic ip a l i t y  operated. I f  the 
re c y c lin g  o p e ra t io n  i s  a l a n d f i l l  s e r v ic e ,  th e  c o s ts  would not be 
p a rt o f any revenue requ irem ent o th e r  than the  t ra n sp o r ta t io n  and 
sepa ra tion  o f  the  r e c y c la b le  m a te r ia ls  by the  u t i l i t y .  However, 
any revenues th a t  may be re ce iv e d  would be used to  o f f s e t  the 
revenue requ irem ent. For those u t i l i t i e s  th a t  have a l a n d f i l l  
o pe ra tio n , t ira  o pe ra t io n  o f th e  l a n d f i l l  i s  a ls o  not 
j u r i s d ic t io n a l ,  bu t th e  t ip p in g  fee  c o s t  i s  determ ined in  the 
a f f i l i a t e d  in t e r e s t  d e c is io n  as to  rea son ab le  c o s t,



AS 42 .05 .511(c). I f  l a n d f i l l  r e c y c l in g  i s  undertaken, the
r e c y c lin g  a sp ec ts  would be con s ide red  in  th e  t ip p in g  fee  
d e te rm in a t io n .

The p u b lic  m eeting was recorded  and i s  a v a i la b le  upon request. 
P le a se  con ta c t me a t  276-6222 i f  you have any q u e s t io n s  or re q u ire  
fu r th e r  a s s is ta n c e .

S in c e re ly ,

ALASI^PUBLIC U T^ IT IES  COMMISSION

Don Sch roer, Chairman



Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc
P.O. Box 22151 Juneau, Alaska '^9802

an

907-463-3366

March 4th, 1991

Representative David Finkelstein
Capitol, Room 15
Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Finkelstein:

The Alaska Environmental Lobby would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for introducing HB 140. HB 140 will allow the Alaska Public 
Utilities Commission to consider some costs related to recycling when it
reviews and approves rates for public utitlies.

It is economically as well as environmentally wise for the State to make
provisions for recycling, as HB 140 would do.

Rate structures for solid waste disposal should reflect longterm costs 
of disposal. Rates that don"t are artificially low. Communities 
nationwide are being forced to deal with solid waste disposal crises. 
Many are turning to recycling as part of the solution.

Allowing APUC more options in rate structure paves the way for
farsighted solid waste management planning in the State of Alaska.

Recycling extends the life of landfills and postpones the time when we 
need major capital outlays for new solid waste facilities. HB140 has no 
fiscal note attached, and it will save on waste disposal costs in the 
future. Therefore, AEL supports the passage of HB140.

Once again, thank you for your effort in introducing this bill.

CLEAN AIR COALITION • PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND CONSERVATION ALLIANCE • ALASKA CENTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
ALASKA CHAPTER, SIERRA CLUB • JUNEAU GROUP, SIERRA CLUB • KNIK GROUP. SIERRA CLUB • DENALI GROUP. SIERRA CLUB 

ANCHORAGE AUDUBON SOCIETY • ARCTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY • DENALI CITIZENS'COUNCIL • ALASKA FRIENDS OF THE EARTH 
JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY • KACHEMAK BAY CONSERVATION SOCIETY • KENAI PENINSULA AUDUBON SOCIETY • KODIAK AUDUBON SOCIETY 

LYNN CANAL CONSERVATION • SITKA CONSERVATION SOCIETY • NORTHERN ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER 
SOUTHEAST ALASKA CONSERVATION COUNCIL • KNIK CANOERS AND KAYAKERS



Alaska State Legislature
H o u s e

MEMORANDUM

Official Business

P.O. BOX V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

To: House Finance Committee

From: Representative David Finkelstein 

Date: March 6, 1991

Re: HB 140; "An Act Relating to Rate Review by the Alaska
Public Utilities Commission for Solid Waste Recovery 
and Recycling Services of Public Utilities."

HB 1^0 would allow utilities to include the cost of waste recovery 
and recycling in their rates. Currently, refuse companies that do 
recycling cannot include the cost in their rates.

Waste disposal in Alaska is a major problem. The ecological and 
economic costs of landfills are rising, and without a plan to control 
the amount of waste dumped in landfills, we could soon be facing a 
crisis. Solid-waste recovery and recycling are important parts of 
the solution for controlling the landfill problem.

By paying for recycling now, consumers will be reducing the need for 
more landfills and higher landfill fees in the future. In a recent 
survey by the Anchorage Recycling Center, 90% of the respondents 
felt that solid-waste recycling is a community priority and 57% of 
them were willing to pay more in their refuse bill for recycling.

Currently, recycling centers in Alaska are unable to compete with 
subsidized landfills and are threatened by low market prices. HB 
140 would r.llow recycling ..and waste recovery to be treated as part 
of the nor, .ial func tions 'o f public utilities.



WALTER I. HICKEL, G O V E R N O R

A L A S K A  P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  C O M M I S S I O N

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1 9 9 1

1016 WEST CTH AVENUE 
SUITE *100
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 
PHONE: (907)276-6222

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i d  F i n k e l s t e i n  

P .  O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

V I A  F A X :  4 6 5 - 2 4 4 4

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F i n k l e s t e i n :

A s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o n  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  

t o  o f f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m e n t s  o n  H B  1 4 0 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  r a t e  r e v i e w  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  

P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  s o l i d  w a s te  r e c o v e r y  a n d  r e c y c l in g  s e r v ic e s  o f  p u b l i c  

u t i l i t i e s . "

I  o f f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e w r i t e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  s o m e  o f  m y  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n c e r n s :

AS 42.05.431 is amended by adding new subsections to read:
(0 The commission shall perm it reasonable capital and  operating costs 

and the associated revenues of providing solid waste recovery and recycling 
services in the establishm ent of rates of a utility furnishing collection and 
disposal of waste m aterial service.

(g) The commission shall promote solid waste recovery and recycling 
services in the establishm ent of rates under this chapter.

T h e  c h a n g e  t o  a d d  " a n d  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  r e v e n u e s "  g i v e s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  e x p l i c i t  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  i n c l u d e  r e v e n u e s  f r o m  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r a t e s .  I t  a l s o  a d d s  t h e  

p h r a s e  " t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r a t e s "  w h i c h  m o r e  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l s  o t h e r  s t a t u t o r y  r e f e r e n c e s  

t o  r a t e m a k i n g .

I f  y o u r  g o a l  i s  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  r e c y c l i n g ,  I  w o u l d  d i s c o u r a g e  a  c h a n g e  f r o m  

" s h a l l  p e r m i t "  t o  " m a y  p e r m i t "  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i v e  l a n g u a g e .  T h i s  c h a n g e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  

f u t u r e  c o m m i s s i o n s  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  i g n o r e  r e c y c l i n g  c o s t s  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r a t e s .  

T h o u g h  I  e x p e c t  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o m m i s s i o n  w o u l d  p e r m i t  r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t s  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  

r a t e s  u n d e r  t h e  " m a y  p e r m i t "  l a n g u a g e ,  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  h o w  e n t h u s i a s t i c  f u t u r e  

c o m m i s s i o n s  m a y  b e  a b o u t  i n c l u d i n g  r e c y c l i n g  c o s t s  i n  t h e  r a t e s .

U n d e r  t h e  " s h a l l  p e r m i t "  l a n g u a g e ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  w o u l d  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  " r e a s o n a b l e "  

s t a n d a r d  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e y  w o u l d  r e v i e w  a n y  c a p i t a l  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s .  A  f i r m  c a n n o t  

s i m p l y  g o  p u r c h a s e  p l a n t ,  i n c u r  e x p e n s e s  a n d  e x p e c t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  r a i s e  r a t e s  t o  c o v e r  

t h e m s e l v e s .  T h o u g h  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  h a s  n o t  y e t  h e a r d  a  r a t e  c a s e  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v i n g  

r e c y c l i n g ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  h a s  a  t r a c k  r e c o r d  o f  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  f a c t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e s  a n d  

d i s a l l o w i n g  p o r t i o n s  o f  p l a n t  i n v e s t m e n t  t h a t  a r e  n o t  r e a s o n a b l e .  E x a m p l e s  t y p i c a l l y



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F i n k e l s t e i n F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1 9 9 1

i n c l u d e  t e l e p h o n e  a n d  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  w h i c h  p u r c h a s e  m o r e  c a p a c i t y  t h a n  n e e d e d .  U t i l i t i e s  

c a n n o t  r e c o v e r  u n r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t s  f r o m  t h e  r a t e p a y e r s .  T h e  u t i l i t i e s  h a v e  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  

p r o o f  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t o  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o s t s  t h e y  i n c u r r e d  w e r e  j u s t  a n d  

r e a s o n a b l e .

I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  f e a r s  o f  r a t e  e s c a l a t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e  s t a r t - u p  o f  c u r b s i d e  r e c y c l i n g  

p r o g r a m s  a r e  w e l l  f o u n d e d .  O n e ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  n o t  a l l o w  u n r e a s o n a b l e  

e x p e n d i t u r e s  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  r a t e s .  T w o ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  i s  q u i t e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  r a t e  

s h o c k  t o  r a t e p a y e r s  a n d  w i l l  s p r e a d  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  j u s t i f i e d  i n c r e a s e s  o v e r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  

t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d .  T h r e e ,  t h e  e c o n o m i c s  o f  r e c y c l i n g  p r o g r a m s  a r e  l a r g e l y  d r i v e n  b y  t h e  

t i p p i n g  f e e  o f  t h e  l a n d f i l l .  A  l e v e l  c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  r e c y c l i n g  a n d  l a n d f i l l i n g  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  n e t  c o s t  t o  r e c y c l e  i s  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  t i p p i n g  f e e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  

s a v i n g s .  W i t h  t i p p i n g  f e e s  o f  $ 1 0 0 / t o n  a n d  a b o v e  a n d  e s c a l a t i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  

c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c o n s u m e r s  t o  s e e  

l o n g  t e r m  s a v i n g s  i n  t h e i r  b i l l s  f o r  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  t h r o u g h  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  r e c y c l i n g  

p r o g r a m s .  T o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h e  c o s t s  o f  r e c y c l i n g  a r e  r e a s o n a b l e  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  a  t i p p i n g  

f e e ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  c o s t s  a n d  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t e d  r e v e n u e s  i n  

t h e  r a t e .

T h e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  w h i c h  w e r e  c i t e d  a t  t h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  T h u r s d a y  a p p e a r e d  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  

t i p p i n g  f e e  a n d  f o c u s e d  o n  w h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  t o  r a t e s  i f  t h e  r e v e n u e  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  a  

r e c y c l e d  g o o d  d i d  n o t  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t s  o f  c o l l e c t i o n .  A  l e v e l  c o m p a r i s o n  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n  t o  g o  a  s t e p  f u r t h e r  a n d  r e v i e w  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  n e t  c o s t  o f  t h e  r e c y c l i n g  

p r o g r a m  w a s  r e a s o n a b l e  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  c o s t s  o f  l a n d f i l l  d i s p o s a l .

F i n a l l y ,  I  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  a d d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s u b s e c t i o n  ( g )  w h i c h  g i v e s  t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n  a  t o o l  t o  p r o m o t e  r e c y c l i n g  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  r a t e s .  A  s i m i l a r  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  

p r o m o t i o n  o f  e n e r g y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  e x i s t s  a s  A S  4 2 . 0 5 . 1 4 1 ( c ) .  I  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  

p r o m o t i n g  r e c y c l i n g  i n  r a t e  d e s i g n  w i l l  b e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  w a y  t o  h e l p  e n c o u r a g e  r e c y c l i n g  

e f f o r t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  c r i t i c a l  s t a r t - u p  p h a s e  o f  n e w  a d v e n t u r e s  ( s e e  a t t a c h m e n t  A :  

e x c e r p t  f r o m  " O n  t h e  R o a d  t o  R e c o v e r y :  S e a t t l e ’ s  I n t e g r a t e d  S o l i d  W a s t e  M a n a g e m e n t  

P l a n " ) .

I f  I  c a n  b e  o f  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  m e  a t  2 7 6 - 6 2 2 2 .

S i n c e r e l y ,  /

' a r k  A .  F o s t e r ,

C o m m i s s i o n e r

A t t a c h m e n t s

2



Attachment /\: exce rp t from "On the Road to  Recovery: S e a tt le
In teg ra ted  S o lid  Waste Management P lan" Aug '8

require contractors to provide standardized 
containers in 19-, 32-, 60- and 90-gallon 
sizes. Households are issued the container 
appropriate to their subscription level and 
any waste not in the container is easily 
identified as extra. Collection contractors 
will only pick up cans that were provided by 
the City or that have pre-paid trash tags 
attached.

With these improvements in place, the 
Utility plans a primarily preventive ap­
proach to enforcement, for example educat­
ing people about waste reduction and 
recycling and informing them of the ban on 
mixing yard waste with garbage.

I  I  N  A  N  C  I . A L  P L A N  S U  M  M  A  R  V

RATE STRUCTURE 
AND RATES
Seattle has had mandatory residential 
garbage charges since the Utility was 
established in 1961. The Utility is self- 
supporting with no subsidies from the 
general fund. Rates are set by the City 
Council and residential customers are billed 
through the City’s Combined Utility Billing 
System. Rates for commercial garbage 
collection services provided by franchised 
haulers are approved by the Washington 
Utilities and Transportation Commission 
and customers are billed by the haulers.

Ir  1981 the Utility established a variable can 
structure which offers an incentive for 

luction and recycling. Residents 
;ust now pay for the amount of garbage 

they throw away. Recent analysis showed 
that without this rate structure, more waste 
would have required disposal. Transfer 
station services are based on a rate per ton 
except that a minimum charge is levied for 
small commercial loads and a flat rate for 
automobile loads is now charged.

In 1986 and 1987, rates increased substan­
tially to cover the cost of landfill closure and 
increased tipping fees at King County’s 
Cedar Hills Landfill. These rate increases, 
as well as the new curbside recycling pro­
gram, have led to reduced amounts of 
garbage.

.As a result of two Utility rate analyses in 
1988, the following rate structure was 
adopted by the City Council:

• Backyard vs. Curbside Pickup. Customers 
are offered a choice between curb/allev 
and backyard service. The backyard 
pickup charge is 40 percent more than 
bringing the can to the curb. This 40 
percent premium represents about double 
the cost of service, but provides a strong 
incentive to bring waste to the euro and 
eventu illy lower collection costs.

• Basic R ate Structure. The variable can 
rate structure is continued, but the charge 
for service for more than one can is 
significantly higher than previous rates. 
The one-can rate is $13.75 per month. 
There is no charge for curbside recycling 
service; this cost is included in the 
garbage rates. The second and third can 
now each cost an additional 59 rather 
than the 1988 $5 differential. This was 
done to provide an increased incentive for 
waste reduction and recycling. In the 
long run, customers should be charged 
based on the actual weight of the garbage 
they produce each week.

• E xtra  W aste. A pre-paid trash tag for 
extra waste is available for S5. The trash 
tags can be ordered from the Utility by 
phone or purchased at any Seattle
7 Eleven, Associated Grocers or Safeway 
store.



• Yard W aste. Curb/allev collection of yard 
waste is available weekly or biweekly for 
S2 per month, with a required annual 
subscription. As many as 20 cans or bags 
of yard waste will be collected for the $2 
monthly fee. The fee is low to encourage 
subscription, but not so low as to 
discourage backyard composting.

• Low Subscrip tion  A lte rn a tives  -  M in i-  
can/Zero C an. A new 19-gallon mini-can 
service is available to those who produce 
little waste and/or recycle and compost 
most of their waste. This rate provides a 
significant incentive for waste reduction 
and recycling for customers who would 
not fill one garbage can.

• M u lti- fa m ily  Variable Rates. Multi­
family building owners can choose any 
level of service, whereas previously they 
were limited to subscription levels equal 
to multiples of the number of units. 
Allowing these customers more service- 
level flexibility will provide an incentive 
to reduce the volume of waste disposed.

• Compacted W aste. A new rate is charged 
for compacted waste in detachable 
containers to reflect the increased cost of 
disposal due to the increased weight. 
Weight limits control the amount of 
compacted waste that can be put in a can.

9 L1E H  Subsidy. Qualified low-income, 
elderly and handicapped customers are 
eligible for a subsidized rate for one and 
two cans.

• B ulky  I te m  Pickup. For a SIS
fee, bulky items such as refrigerators, 
stoves, mattresses and sofas will be 
col x  ed. T he service is on-call.

• 7 /u  , cer S ta tions. The transfer station 
tip fe: S62 per ton for commercial
custon rs, which is below the full cost of 
service it above the variable cost. The 
rate is n i t  set at the cost of service 
because i . :t were set higher, these 
customers would likely travel the extra 
distance to King County transfer stadons 
which charge S47 per ton.

PROJECTED 
OPERATING AND 
CAPITAL COSTS
The Solid Waste Utility operates as an 
enterprise fund, generating most of its 
revenues from rates charged to customers. 
Projected 1989 revenues include $35.6 
million from charges for residential collec­
tion and $4.86 million from transfer station 
charges. Additional income includes $2.76 
million from interest earnings and $3.0 
million from a Business and Occupations 
surtax levied on haulers of commercial waste 
to help pay for landfill closure.

These revenues cover all costs incurred by 
the Utility. For 1989, operating costs total 
$39.3 million, including:

• Recycling and yard waste services and 
residential garbage collection services for 
all Seattle residents

• Transfer station services to anyone 
wanting to haul garbage and/or 
recyclables to the City’s two transfer 
stations

• Disposal at King County’s Cedar Hills 
Landfill

• Closure of the City’s two landfills

T he 1989 capital improvement program 
budget totals $16.6 million. Recommenda­
tions from the 1988 Solid W aste Facilities 
P lan  will be implemented over the next six 
years, upgrading and restructuring the 
Utility’s transfer station and hauling opera­
tions to increase recycling, improve em­
ployee safety and customer service and 
streamline operations. The biggest capital 
expenditures in the next two years will be 
for landfill closure. Beginning in 1991, the 
Utility will incur capital costs for the new 
system of transport to a distant landfill.



Anchorage Refuse, Inc.-Anchorage 

Andersen, Incorporated-Nome 

Channel Sanitation Corporation-Juneau 

Drake's Sanitation, Inc.-Fairbanks 

Eagle River Refuse, Inc.-Eagle River 

Far North Sanitation Service, Inc.-Fairbanks 

Interior Services-Fairbanks 

Peninsula Sanitation Company, Inc.-Girdwood, Kenai, Soldotna 

Tongass Samtation-Ketchikan 

Wasilla Refuse, Inc.-Wasilla 

Williwaw Services, Inc.-Unalaska

UTOLBTBES M  A L A S K A



S u r v e y  b y  A n c h o r a g e  R e c y c l i n g  C e n t e r - S e n t  t o  A n c h o r a g e  

R e f u s e  c u s t o m e r s  i n  A p r i l  1 9 9 0 :

1. D o you consider a solid w aste  recycling program  a com m unity  priority?

YES: 3162/3514 90% NO: 367/3514 10%

2. D o you  cu rren tly  recycle?

YES: 2701/3514 77% NO: 812/3514 23%

3. W ould you be w illing to  separate you r recyclables if pick-up occurred a t you r 
home?

YES: 3307/3514 94% NO: 207/3514 6%

4. T he value of recyclables w ill no t support curbside pick-ups. W ill you be 
w illing to  pay more th a n  you r cu rren t refuse bill for curbside pick-up of 
recyclables?

YES: 1994/3514 57% NO: 1520/3514 43%

5. If yes, h ow  m uch more?

$5.00: 1617/3514 46% $10.00: 291/3514 8%

$15.00: 75/3514 2% N/A: 1532/3514 44%

6. Should recycling be subsidized by:

Grants: 969/3514 28% Taxes: 673/3514 19%

User: 967/3514 27% None:1018/3514 29%

N / A :  5 4 5 / 3 5 1 4  1 6 %



7. W hat prevents you from  recycling more?

Does no t pay: 437/3514 13%
N o t sure w here to  take it: 1095/3514 31%
Inconvenien t 1894/3514 54%
N o t in te rested  44/3514 1%
N/A 702/3514 20%

8. Do you believe garbage pick-up should be m anda to ry  in Anchorage?

Yes: 1901/3514 54% NO: 1611/3514 46%

9. Business using cardboard: W ill you pu t cardboard in a separate dum pste r if 
you receive a 10% rebate on  disposal pick-up?

YES: 1139/3514 32% NO: 2313/3514 66%




