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WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

DEl'AHTMENT OF NATURAL RKSOIRCKS / 4 0 0  W I L L O U G H B Y  A V E N U E

February 27, 1992

The Honorable Jerry Mackie, Chair 

House Community and Regional A ffa irs  Committee 
State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99811-1182

Dear Representative Mackie:

Subject: CSSB 231 (CRA), which authorizes the conveyance o f up to

two acres of state land within Chugach State Park to the 

M unicipality of Anchorage.

Position: The Department of Natural Resources supports th is  b i l l

because i t  w i l l  correct the problems of private land holders who 

inadvertently b u i l t  homes outside o f th e ir  property lin e s, on state 
and municipal land, and w i l l  allow the M unicipality of Anchorage to 

acquire valuable public fish in g  and recreational access along Bird 
Creek.

Background: The M unicipality of Anchorage, the Department of

Natural Resources and a group of Bird Creek area homeowners would 
l ik e  to  complete a three way land exchange that has been discussed 

for many years. As a result of the exchange, the homeowners would 
receive approximately .6 acres of state land and approximately 1.5 
acres of municipal land on which th e ir  homes were mistakenly b u i l t .  
In  return, the public would receive approximately 4.8 acres of sport 

f ish in g  land along Bird Creek. The exact amount of acreage to be 
exchanged w i l l  not be known u n t i l  a survey is  completed.

This b i l l  authorizes the Department of Natural Resources to convey 

up to two acres of public land to the M unicipality of Anchorage.

The area to be conveyed contains a gravel p i t  managed by the 

Department of Transportation and Public F a c i l i t ie s  and w i l l  only be 
transferred i f  i t  does not interfere  with DOT/PF use of the s ite . 

After receiving the land from the state, the m unicipality w i l l  

convey i t  to  the Bird Creek homeowners. In return, the homeowners 

w i l l  convey about 4.8 acres of land along Bird Creek to the 

m unicipality to include in  the nearby municipal park. The park is  
managed under a cooperative agreement with the state as part of 

Chugach State Park. M unicipality o f Anchorage voters approved the 
exchange in a 1987 municipal election.

OFFICE  OF THE COMMISSIONER
J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 7 9 6  
P H O N E :  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 4 0 0  
F A C S IM IL E :  ( 9 0 7 )  5 8 6 - 2 7 5 4

Sincerely

Commissioner

10-J9LH



c c :  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d
P a u l  F u h s ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  
F r a n k  T u r p i n ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  

P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  
N e i l  J o h a n n s e n ,  D i r e c t o r ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  a n d  O u t d o o r  

R e c r e a t i o n



While in 

Session: 

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 

99811 
(907)465-2679

Interim:

165 E. Parks 
Highway 

WasUla, Alaska 
99687 

(907)373-2878

Senate

DistrictE

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a to r  C u rt M en a rd

SPONSOR STATEMENT

SB 231 will re so lve  the longstanding property title problem of 
a number of private landowners who inadvertent ly buil t homes 
ou ts ide  of their property l ines on state and Municipal ity of 
Anchorage land in the vicinity of Bird Creek.

The three way  land exchange de sc r ibed  in SB 231 will resu l t  in 
the homeowners  receiving approximate ly .6 ac re s  of s ta te  land 
and approx imate ly 1.5 ac re s  of municipal land on which their 
homes were  m is taken ly built. In return the Municipal i ty of 
Anchorage  will rece ive approximate ly 4.8 ac re s  of va luab le  
public f ishing and recreat ional a c c e s s  along Bird Creek.

Addit ional ly , an amendment w as  adopted in the Community and 
Reg iona l Affairs Committee which will remedy a survey ing 
error which occurred when the land w a s  original ly conveyed  
from the Federa l  Government. T ide lanas ,  normally reserved to 
the s ta te  in the original conveyance s ,  were not identified 
a long Bird Creek, and consequen t ly  were  not identif ied in the 
State's later conveyance  of the Bird Creek Regional Park land 
to the MOA. The C&RA committee subst i tu te  provides for the 
con veyance  of approximately 1.0 - 2.5 acres ,  of t ide lands to the 
s t a t e .

Thank you for youi considerat ion of SB 231. I would appreciate 
your support .

WE SUPPORT

M A D E  IN 
A LA SK A



Official Business

Alaska State Legislature
S E N A T E  

SENATOR CURT MENARD

MEMORANDUM

P.O. Box v 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Representat ive Jerry Mackie, Chairman 
Community and Regional Affairs Committee

Senator Curt Menard

February 26, 1992

Request for hearing on CS SB 231 (CRA)

I would like to reques t a hearing before the House Community and Regional 
Affairs Committee on CS SB 231 (CRA) at your ear l ies t conven ience .

SB 231 will reso lve the longstanding property title problem of a  number 
of private landowners who inadvertently bui lt homes outs ide of their 
property l ines on sta te and Municipal ity of Anchorage land in the vicinity 
of Bird Creek.

The bill is supported by the Municipal ity of Anchorage, the Department of 
Natural Resou rces  and all the impacted landowners.

P lease find attached a sponsor sta tement and a f isca l note and a 
description of the proposed land exchange from the Department of Natural 
Resources . It is my understanding that the A laska  Municipal League and the 
Department of Natural R e sou rce s  will be forwarding support ive posit ion 
papers to your Committee.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this request.  If you have 
any ques t ions or need addit ional information, p lease  contac t Johanna 
Munson on my staff.



P R O P O S E D  B I R D  C R E E K  L A N D  E X C H A N G E  

C S S B  2 3 1  ( C & R A )

The Municipality of Anchorage (MOA), the Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) and a group of homeowners who own land along Bird Creek are proposing a 
land exchange. Bird Creek is located in Bird Creek Valley which is along Tumagain 
Arm southwest of Anchorage. The lands involved in the proposed land exchange are 
owned by the homeowners, the Municipality of Anchorage and the State.
The land exchange, as shown on the attached map, would give the public an additional 
4.8 acres of land along Bird Creek. This land is heavily used by persons sport fishing 
for salmon in mid to late summer. This land also possess important fish and wildlife 
habitat values as a portion of it is a saltwater influenced wetland. This land along Bird 
Creek is proposed to be conveyed to the MOA and will be added to the Bird Creek 
Regional Park under municipal ordinance. Tidelands within this parcel, to be conveyed 
to the MOA will be reconveyed by the MOA to the state. The nearby municipal Bird 
Creek Regional Park is managed through a cooperative agreement with DNR as part of 
Chugach State Park. In exchange for this land, the homeowners will receive three pieces 
of public land totalling 2.05 acres which adjoin the parcel they presently own. The 
homeowners are interested in these tracts because they mistakenly placed some of their 
homes just off of the property that they own and on public land owned by the state and 
municipality.
Until recently, the homeowners thought that they only had to trade land with the MOA. 
In 1987, voters in the Municipality of Anchorage approved the land exchange in a 
municipal election. However, a closer review of the land ownership in the area revealed 
that a portion of one of the three tracts to be conveyed to the homeowners, by the MOA, 
included an Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Fadlities's (DOTPF) 
material site that is within Chugach State Park. This portion of land is estimated to be 
0.6 acres in size. The actual size of the tracts will not be confirmed until the land is 
surveyed. The material site was established before the land became part of Chugach 
State Park. DOTFP has agreed to give up their interest in the tract to be conveyed to the 
homeowners if it is surveyed before it is conveyed. However, because the land is part 
of Chugach State Park the Alaska State Legislature must authorize the removal of this 
land from the park.
SB (3$1, if enacted into law, will authorize the Commissioner of DNR to remove the land 
from the park and convey it to the MOA if: 1) it is determined that it will not interfere 
with DOTPF's use of the material site, and 2) MOA will only use the land for the 
purposes of the proposed land exchange. The land conveyed to the MOA, estimated to 
be 0.6 acres, will be in addition to the lands it has received from the State under its 
municipal land entitlement. The acreage of the tidelands that the MOA will reconvey 
to the State is not know, but is estimated at 1.0 to 2.5 acres.
b y  D N R / P a rk s  4/24/91 ( r e v i s e d  5/9/91)



M U N IC I P A L I T Y  OP  ANCHORAC* 
1 9 9 2  t lC X a iA Q JX V *  PROGRAM 

P O S I T IO N  PAPER

T i t l e :  A n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s
t o  c o n v e y  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  C hug a c h .  s t a t e  P a r k  t o  t h e  
M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e .

A n a l y s i s :  T h i s  a c t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  t h r e e - w a y  l a n d  e x c h a n g e  r v i t h  t h e  
h o m e o w n e r s  r e c e i v i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  . 6 a c r e s  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  
a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 . 5  a c r e s  o f  M u n i c i p a l  l a n d  o n  w h i c h  
t h e i r  h o m e s  w e r e  m i s t a k e n l y  b u i l t  i n  t h e  B i r d  C r e e x  a r e a ,  
l a  r e t u r n ,  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  w i l l  r e c e i v e  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  -S . a  a c r e s  o f  v a l u a b l e  p u b l i c  f i a h i n g  a n d  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c c e s s  a l o n g  B i r d  C r e e k .  T h i s  e x c h a n g e  v a e  
a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  
i n  1 9 8 7 .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  c u l t u r a l  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
r e c o m m e n d s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  a d d s  a c r e a g e  
t o  B i r d  C r e e J c  P a r l e .  We h a v e  a  m a n a g e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t  v i t h  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e i r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
t h i s  p i r k  f o r  t h s  M u n i c i p a l i t y .

B i l l :  C S  f o r  S B  2 3 1

C o n t a c t :  C o n n i e  J o n e s ,  D i r e c t o r ,  C u l t u r a l  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n a l
S e r v i c e s ,  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e .

P h o n e :  3 4 3 - 4 3 6 5



S T E W A R T  T IT L E
C O M P A N Y  O F  A L A SK A

A l  M e i n e r s
A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k s
3 6 0 1  " C "  S t r e e t
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0 - 7 0 0 1

D e a r  A l

P u r s u a n t  t o  y o u r  r e q u e s t  w e  a r e  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  c o n f i r m  
w h e n  a n d  w h a t  t i t l e  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  h a v e  i n s u r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
d e s c r i b e d  p r o p e r t y :

T r a c t s  A ,  B a n d  C o f  U .  S .  SURVEY  1 0 6 9 ,  l o c a t e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  R e c o r d i n g  D i s t r i c t ,  T h i r d  
J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  d a t e  o f  r e c o r d i n g ,  p a r t i e s  
i n v o l v e d ,  t i t l e  c o m p a n y  a n d  i t s  p o l i c y / o r d e r  n u m b e r :

DATE P A R T I E S  T I T L E  COMPANY P O L I C Y / O R D E R

1 0 - 2 7 - 7 8 P r o w s e / D o l n y S a f e c o 9 1 6 8

0 9 - 1 1 - 7 9 P r o u s e / W a t t S a f e c o 1 0 6 4 9

1 2 - 2 1 - 8 1 C o l l i e r /
B u c h a n a n  & T a y l o r

T r a n s a m e r i c a 6 0 0 8 8 3

0 8 - 0 2 - 8 2 , D o l n y / A u s t i n T r a n s a m e r i c a 3 1 1 0 7 3

1 2 - 2 3 - 8 2 T a y l o r / W a t s o n T r a n s a m e r i c a 8 2 0 0 2 0 6

1 0 - 0 5 - 8 3 B r o w n / F o r t e ATG A g e n c y A - 7 6 5 8 0

1 2 - 0 9 - 8 5 A u s t i n / W h e e l e r T r a n s a m e r i c a 3 1 9 5 2 8

0 4 - 0 6 - 9 0 W a t t / H a y e s P a c i f i c  R im  T i t l e  2 1 2 5 3

0 8 - 0 1 - 9 0 K u r t z  & M c F a d d e n /  
M i t c h e l l

S t e w a r t  T i t l e 1 1 6 5 2

I  am  e n c l o s i n g  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  D e e d s  o f  T r u s t  t h a t  d i s c l o s e d  t h e  
a b o v e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  A s  y o u  c a n  s e e  a l l  t h e  D e e d s  o f  T r u s t  i n v o l v e d  
s e l l e r / c a r r y  b a c k  f i n a n c i n g ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c i e s  
i s s u e d  b y  t h e  a b o v e  t i t l e  c o m p a n i e s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  o w n e r ' s  s t a n d a r d  
p o l i c i e s  i n s u r i n g  t h e  p u r c h a s e r s  a n d  d i d  n o t  i n v o l v e  e x t e n d e d ^  
c o v e r a g e / s t r u c t u r a l  e n c r o a c h m e n t  c o v e r a g e .  T h e r e  c u r r e n t l y ,  e x i s t s :

3201 C S t T M t  
Suit* 101 Anchored*, Atok* 00603 (907) 601-6122 

FAX: (907) 663-3073



P a g e  2
A l  M e i n e r s
A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k s

n o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f i n a n c i n g  ( o f  r e c o r d )  w h i c h  w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  r e q u i r e  
e x t e n d e d  c o v e r a g e  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l  e n c r o a c h m e n t  c o v e r a g e .

I  h o p e  t h i s  . i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v e s  t o  b e  u s e f u l  t o  y o u .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  o r  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

COMPANY O F  A L A S K A ,  IN C

H o w a r d  H a n c o c k
A s s i s t a n t  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  
T i t l e  O p e r a t i o n s  M a n a g e r

H H : b t  
E n c l o s u r e s

C H A R G E :  $ 5 0 . 0 0
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§  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e

S e n a to r C u rt M ena rd

(c d tc ic k iX \€ rd  ^  •) 
e g & la t u r e

SPONSOR STATEMENT

SB 231 will reso lve the longstanding property title problem of 
a  number of private landowner*, who inadvertent ly buil t homes 
ou ts ide of their property l ines on sta te and Municipal ity of 
Anchorage land in the vicinity of Bird Creek.

The three way land exchange de sc r ibed  in SB 231 will resu lt  in 
the homeowners receiving approximate ly .6 ac re s  of sta te land 
and approximate ly 1.5 acres of municipal land on which their 
homes were mis taken ly built. In return the Municipal i ty of 
Anchorage will rece ive approximate ly 4.8 ac re s  of va luab le  
public f ishing and recreational a c c e s s  along Bird Creek.

Addit ionally, an amendment w a s  adopted in the Community and 
Regiona l Affairs Committee which will remedy a survey ing 
error which occurred when the land w a s  original ly conveyed  
from the Federa l Government. T ide lands ,  normally re se rved to 
the s ta te  in the original conveyan ce s ,  were not identified 
along Bird Creek, and consequen t ly  were not identified in the 
State's later conveyance of the Bird Creek Regional Park land 
to the MOA. The C&RA commit tee subst i tu te provides for the 
conveyance  of approximately 1.0 - 2.5 acres-of t ide lands to the 
s t a t e .

Thank you for your consideration of SB 231. I would ap .-date 
your support.

W E S U P P O R Ts
M A D E  IN 
A LASKA




