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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

H C R  2 7

H C R  2 7  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  &

R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  a n d  t h e  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  e x p e d i t e  

t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  Y a k u t a t  

B o r o u g h .  H C R  2 7  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e s  Y a k u t a t ' s  d e s i r e  t o  a s s u m e  
s e l f  g o v e r n m e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  a l w a y s  s u p p o r t e d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

i n i t i a t i v e s  f o r  b o r o u g h  f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  f o r m a t i o n  

o f  t h e  Y a k u t a t  b o r o u g h  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  

e f f o r t s  t o  r e d u c e  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  
i n c r e a s e  s e l f  s u f f i c i e n c y  a m o n g  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .

T h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  Y a k u t a t  b o r o u g h  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  

f o r  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  b a s i c  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  s u c h  a s  

p l a n n i n g  a n d  z o n i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s ,  r o a d  

m a i n t e n a n c e ,  p u b l i c  s a f e t y ,  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s ,  w a t e r  & s e w e r  
s e r v i c e s  a n d  f i s h e r y  f a c i l i t i e s .

T h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  
p a i d  f o r  b y  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  t a x e s  a n d  r e v e n u e  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  n e w  b o r o u g h .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  b o r o u g h  
w o u l d  r e c e i v e  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  g r a n t  o f  $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  o v e r  a 
r h r e e  y e a r  p e r i o d  t o  h e l p  o f f s e t  s t a r t  u p  e x p e n s e s .  T h e  

m o s t  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

b o r o u g h  w o u l d  c o m e  f r o m  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  R e c e i p t s  f o l l o w e d  
b y  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l e s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s .
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H C R  27

S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  P E T I T I O N  F O R  T H E  C I T Y  A N D  J O R O U G H  O F  Y A K U T A T

T h e  C i t y  of Y a k u t a t  formally p e t i t i o n e d  the Local B o u n d a r y  
C o m m i s s i o n  on O c t o b e r  1, 1990 for the f o r m a t i o n  and 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of a h o m e  rule borough. Y a k u t a t’s re q u e s t  
o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  a d e c a d e  of e f forts to o r g a n i z e  the r e g i o n  as 
a C o a s t a l  Zone M a n a g e m e n t  Unit, a Local E m e r g e n c y  R e s p o n s e  
District, a n d  a C o asta l R e s o u r c e  S e r v i c e  A r e a  in t he hopes 
of g a i n i n g  local control over m a t t e r s  c r i tical to the 
w e l f a r e  of its residents.

Th e  b o u n d a r i e s  of the p r o p o s e d  b o r o u g h  are g e n e r a l l y  the 
G u l f  C o astal r e g i o n  of A l a s k a  f r o m  Cape S u c k l i n g  to Cape 
Spencer, a p p r o x i m a t i n g  7,776 s q u a r e  miles. T h e  area p r o p o s e d  
for i n c l u s i o n  in t h e  b o r o u g h  c o n sists of an u n i n t e r r u p t e d  
o c e a n i c  coastline, sometim es r e f e r r e d  to as "coastal 
l o w l a n d . "  T h i s  area is distinct, g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  from 
S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  and t he P r ince  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  r e g i o n  as 
n o t e d  b y  t he D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  & R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
( D C & R A ) , M u n i c i p a l  and R e g ional A s s i s t a n c e  D i v i s i o n  ( M A R A D ) , 
in t h e i r  r e v i e w  of Y a k u t a t’s Coas tal R e s o u r c e  S e r v i c e  A r e a  
P r o p o s a l .

H I S T O R Y

The c o m m u n i t y  or "old village" of Y a k u t a t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 
1889 w i t h  the b u i l d i n g  of a mission, b u t  the T l i n g i t  and 
E y a k  p e o p l e s  s e t t l e d  this area much, m u c h  earlier. The 1880 
U.S. C e n s u s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  500 India ns live d here. 
H i s t o r i c a l l y  and traditionally, Y a k u t a t  h a s  b e e n  the c e n t e r  
of s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  for the areas p e o p l e  sin ce the m i d d l e  of 
th e  18t h century.
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SERVICES

Y a k u t a t  is p r e p a r e d  to e x tend all its s e r vi ces to t h e  
o u t l y i n g  areas c o n n e c t e d  b y  road. W i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  l o g g i n g  
t a k i n g  p l a c e  in t h e  region o v e r  the p a s t  several decades, 
t h e r e  e xists a n e t w o r k  of roads c o n n e c t i n g  a v a s t  area.
T h e s e  s e r v i c e s  shall include, b u t  n o t  be l i m i t e d  to the 
following:

- m a i n t e n a n c e  of s t reets and roads n o t  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  the 
State;

- c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n  of the school s y s t e m  c u r r e n t l y  
s e r v i c i n g  a s u b s t a n t i a l  student p o p u l a t i o n  from o u t s i d e  
e x i s t i n g  m u n i c i p a l  boundaries;

- p u b l i c  s a f e t y  services, i n c l u d i n g  EMS, fire and 
police;

- s o l i d  w a s t e  services;
- o p e r a t i o n  of p arks and r e c r e a t i o n  services;
- p l a n n i n g  services;
- p u b l i c  w o r k s  services;
- c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n  of a p o w e r  u t i l i t y  c u r r e n t l y  

s e r v i c i n g  r e s i d e n t s  o u tside e x i s t i n g  m u n i c i p a l  b o undaries; 
- o p e r a t i o n  of a h e a l t h  clinic;
- f i s h e r i e s  e n h a n c e m e n t  services; and 
- w a t e r  a n d  s e w e r  utilities.

T h e  n e w  b o r o u g h  w i l l  also b e  p r e p a r e d  to e x t e n d  education, 
t a x  a s s e s s m e n t  and land u s e  r e g u l a t i o n  to t h e  areas not 
c o n n e c t e d  to t h e  r o a d  system. Y a k u t a t  p r o p o s e s  to 
a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  Icy Bay school b y  m e a n s  of a c o o p e r a t i v e  
a r r a n g e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  C h ugac h R E A A  for a shor t time.

A s  t h e  s p o n s o r  of this resolution, I s u b m i t  to you, th e 
m e m b e r s  of t h i s  committee, t h a t  Y a k u t a t  h a s  a long r e c o r d  of 
e x e m p l a r y  m u n i c i p a l  service to its residents. This  is a 
c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  has r i g o r o u s l y  p u r s u e d  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to 
e x t e n d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  of local s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  and 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it s h o u l d  b e  a f f o r d e d  
t h a t  opportunity.

A N T I C I P A T E D  R E V E N U E S

T h e  f o r m a t i o n  of a b o r o u g h  w i l l  b r i n g  a m u c h  n e e d e d  b e n e f i t  
t o  t h e  ar ea economically. Initially, the b o r o u g h  w i l l  
r e c e i v e  an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  grant of $300 .000 for the first 
year; $ 2 0 0 . OOP for the s e cond year; $10 0.000 for the t h i r d  
f isca l y e a r  u n d e r  A S  29.05.190.

N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  R e c e i p t s  c o m p r i s e  the b u l k  of funds that  
w o u l d  c o m e  into the n e w  b o r o u g h  at t h e  outset. F e d eral law 
p e r m i t s  b o r o u g h s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n  n a t i o n a l  forest lands w i t h i n



t h e i r  b o u n d a r i e s  t o  r e c e i v e  p a y m e n t s  from r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t e d  
in the forest. T h e  p r o p o s e d  b o r o u g h  c o n t a i n s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
1 ,250,000 acres of n a t ional f o rest  l a n d  s i t u a t e d  in the 
T o n g a s s  N a t i o n a l  Forest. T h e  p r o p o s e d  b o r o u g h ' s  s h a r e  of 
t h e s e  r e v e n u e s  w o u l d  have b e e n  as follows:

FY 89 $378,434
FY 88 23,113
FY 87 -0-
FY 86 36,886
FY 85 3,924
FY 84 76,185
FY 83 100,611
FY 82 405,427

T O T A L $1,024,5 80

Th e  b o r o u g h  w o u l d  also r e c e i v e  sta te s h a r e d  t a x e s . T h e  
b o r o u g h ' s  s h a r e  of the F i s h e r i e s  B u s i n e s s  T a x  w o u l d  i n c rease 
if t h e  v a l u e  of t h e  p r o d u c t  i n c r e a s e d  or v a l u e  a d d e d  
p r o c e s s i n g  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  c u r r e n t  m u n i c i p a l  
boundaries. M u n i c i p a l  A s s i s t a n c e  is e s t i m a t e d  to b r i n g  in 
$70,000 w i t h  M u n i c i p a l  R e v e n u e  S h a r i n g  c o n t r i b u t i n g  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $60,000 for FY 92. F e dera l and s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  
can b e  e x p e c t e d  to b r i n g  in $90,000 t h e  first t w o  years, 
$45,000 t h e  t h i r d  year, and $20,000 e a c h  y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r  for 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of a b o r o u g h  c o a s t a l  
m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m . A d d i t i o n a l  m o n i e s  are  a n t i c i p a t e d  from 
sales t a x / u s e  t a x  (sales o c c u r r i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  e x p a n d e d  
b o u n d a r i e s ) , p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  if e n a c t e d  b y  
ordinance, real p r o p e r t y  t axes (half t h e  a re as c u r r e n t  
a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  lies o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t i e s  b o u n d a r i e s ) , and 
a b e d  t a x  (taxing t h e  t o u r i s t s  t h a t  f r e q u e n t  t h e  a rea's 
l o d g e s . )
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O F F I C E  O F  TH E  C OM M IS S IO N E R  

A p r i l  23, 1 9 9 1

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

R E :  H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  2 7

S P O N S O R S :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  M a c k i e ,  G r u s s e n d o r f  a n d  Z a w a c k i .

P r o g r a m  E f f e c t s  o f  R e s o l u t i o n

If a d o p t e d ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  e x p r e s s  t h e  w i s h  o f  

b o t h  h o u s e s  t h a t :  1) D C R A  a c t  q u i c k l y  in  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  p e t i t i o n  

f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Y a k u t a t  B o r o u g h ,  a n d  2) t h e  L o c a l  

B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  (LBC) e x p e d i t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o p o s a l .

C o m m e n t s

I I E F T .  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  &  R E G I O N A L  A F F A I l t S

D C R A  A C T I O N  T O  D A T E

D C R A  i s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s '  d e s i r e  f o r  e x p e d i t i o u s

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p e t i t i o n .  T h e  r e c o r d  c l e a r l y

d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  D C R A  is a t t e m p t i n g  to a c c o m m o d a t e  t h i s

d e s i r e ,  w h i l e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  i t s  d u t i e s  i n  a r e s p o n s i b l e  f a s h i o n .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is a s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  d a t e :

1 1 / 2 6 / 9 0  I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  Y a k u t a t  p e t i t i o n ,  D C R A

r e q u e s t e d  A G ' s  o p i n i o n  o n  k e y  l e g a l  i s s u e s

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  b o r o u g h
f o r m a t i o n .

1 2 / 2 6 / 9 0  C u r r e n t  p e t i t i o n  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Y a k u t a t

B o r o u g h  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .

0 1 / 0 7 / 9 1  P r e l i m i n a r y  r e v i e w  o f  p e t i t i o n  d i s c l o s e s  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  s i g n a t u r e s ;  p e t i t i o n e r s  a d v i s e d .

0 1 / 1 1 / 9 1  P e t i t i o n e r s  s u b m i t  a d d i t i o n a l  r e q u i r e d  s i g n a t u r e s .

0 1 / 1 6 / 9 1  D C R A  f o r m a l l y  n o t i f i e s  p e t i t i o n e r s  t h a t  f o r m  a n d

c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  a r e  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l

c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s t a t e  l a w ;  D C R A  a r r a n g e d  t o  h a v e
n o t i c e  o f  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  p u b l i s h e d ;  D C R A

m a i l e d  i n d i v i d u a l  n o t i c e  t o  m o r e  t h a n  1 5 0

p o t e n t i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ;  M a r c h  1 2  e s t a b l i s h e d  

a s  d e a d l i n e  f o r  c o m m e n t s .

21-P1LH
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0 2 / 1 5 / 9 1

0 2 / 2 5 / 9 1

0 3 / 0 1 / 9 1

0 3 / 0 8 / 9 1

0 3 / 2 0 / 9 1

0 4 / 1 6 / 9 1

0 4 / 2 6 / 9 1

A G ' s  O f f i c e  a d v i s e s  

a r e  l e g a l  a n d  m u s t  

T h i s  r a i s e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
c o u l d  b e  a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  

r e q u i r e  a m i n i m u m  o f  

p e r s o n s .  L B C  a g r e e s

D C R A  t h a t  r e g u l a t o r y  s t a n d a r d s  

be e n f o r c e d  ( s e e  a t t a c h m e n t ) . 

d o u b t  t h a t  Y a k u t a t  p e t i t i o n  

e x i s t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  

t w o  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  1 , 0 0 0  

t o  c o n s i d e r  a m e n d m e n t s  to

r e g u l a t o r y  s t a n d a r d s  for b o r o u g h  f o r m a t i o n  in  t h e  

c o u r s e  o f  o t h e r  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  r e g u l a t i o n s .  D e b a t e  
o n  t h e s e  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  b e g i n s  in  e a r n e s t .

C o n t r a c t  i s s u e d  b y  D C R A  t o  p r o v i d e  e x p e r t  l e g a l  

s e r v i c e s  in  d r a f t i n g  c h a n g e s  t o  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

L B C .

L B C  m e e t s  w i t h  c o n t r a c t o r  

c h a n g e s  in r e g u l a t i o n s .
t o d i s c u s s  p r o p o s e d

L B C  R e g u l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t s  t o  r e v i e w  p r o p o s e d  

c h a n g e s  in r e g u l a t i o n s .  L B C  a g r e e s  t o  e x t e n d  

d e a d l i n e  f o r  c o m m e n t s  o n  Y a k u t a t  p e t i t i o n  g i v e n  

p e n d i n g  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  in  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  s t a n d a r d s  

f o r  b o r o u g h  f o r m a t i o n .  L B C  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  it m a y  

a t t e m p t  t o  e x p e d i t e  c h a n g e s  in  b o r o u g h  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  

s t a n d a r d s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  p e n d i n g  Y a k u t a t  p r o p o s a l .

L B C  R e g u l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t s  

p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  in r e g u l a t i o n s .

D r a f t  o f  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o m p l e t e .

a g a i n  t o  r e v i e w

t o r e g u l a t i o n s

E n t i r e  L B C  s c h e d u l e d  to m e e t  t o  r e v i e w  p r o p o s e d  

r e v i s i o n s  t o  r e g u l a t i o n s .

T h e  a b o v e  s u m m a r y  

a c t e d  q u i c k l y  a n d  

Y a k u t a t  p r o p o s a l ,  

b o r o u g h  f o r m a t i o n  

o n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

o f  p r o c e e d i n g s  m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  D C R A  h a s  

r e s p o n s i b l y  in a l l  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  

O n c e  i s s u e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  
a r e  a d d r e s s e d ,  D C R A  e x p e c t s  t o  m o v e  f o r w a r d  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  s c h e d u l e
f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i s s u e s

1 4  d a y s  A d d i t i o n a l  c o m m e n t  p e r i o d  o n  t h e  Y a k u t a t  p r o p o s a l .

30 d a y s  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  d r a f t  r e p o r t  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  b y

D C R A  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Y a k u t a t  p e t i t i o n  a n d  m o d e l  
b o r o u g h  b o u n d a r i e s  in t h e  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  

Y a k u t a t  a n d  C r o s s  S o u n d / I c y  S t r a i t s  a r e a s .

30 days O p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  o n  D C R A ' s  d r a f t  

r e p o r t .
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1 5  d a y s  

25 d a y s

9 0  d a y s  

3 0  d a y s

9 0  d a y s  

2 1  . d a y s

C o m p l e t i o n  o f  D C R A 1 s f i n a l  r e p o r t  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .

L B C  b e g i n s  h e a r i n g s  o n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  a n d  m o d e l

b o u n d a r i e s .  H e a r i n g s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  h e l d  in Y a k u t a t ,  

C o r d o v a ,  V a l d e z ,  W h i t t i e r  a n d  G u s t a v u s .  H e a r i n g s  

w i l l  b e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  p r o m o t e  m a x i m u m  l o c a l
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

T h e  L B C  m a y  t a k e  u p  t o  9 0  d a y s  t o  r e a c h  a d e c i s i o n  

f o l l o w i n g  i t s  l a s t  h e a r i n g .

I f  t h e  L B C  a p p r o v e s  t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  

t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  w i l l  s c h e d u l e  a n  e l e c t i o n  

w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  o f  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  L B C  a c t i o n .

T h e  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  l e a s t  3 0  a n d  n o  m o r e

t h a n  9 0  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n .

I f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  v o t e r s  s u p p o r t  b o r o u g h

f o r m a t i o n ,  D C R A  c e r t i f i e s  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  a n d  

d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  p r e c l e a r a n c e  u n d e r  t h e  f e d e r a l  
V o t i n g  R i g h t s  A c t .

L B C  S H O U L D  B E  P E R M I T T E D  T O  A D D R E S S  T H I S  I S S U E

T h e  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  (LBC) is i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  D C R A .  

T h e  L B C  is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  

c o n c e r n i n g  f o r m a t i o n  o f  b o r o u g h s  a n d  i s  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
j u d g i n g  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  Y a k u t a t  p r o p o s a l .

W h i l e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  is s i m p l y  t o  r e q u e s t  

e x p e d i t i o u s  a c t i o n ,  i t s  t i t l e  (A R e s o l u t i o n  S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  

Y a k u t a t  B o r o u g h  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  P e t i t i o n )  a n d  p r e a m b l e  ( l i n e s  3 - 

1 2)  s u g g e s t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s u p p o r t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  Y a k u t a t  

p r o p o s a l .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  is a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
p o l i c y  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Y a k u t a t  p r o p o s a l .

G i v e n  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  D C R A  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  t o  p o s t p o n e  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e s o l u t i o n  u n t i l  

t h e  L B C  h a s  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i e w  a n d  c o m m e n t  on t h e  

m a t t e r .  T h e  L B C  is s c h e d u l e d  t o  m e e t  o n  A p r i l  2 6  a n d  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  a s k  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
r e s o l u t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .

o n e r

A t t a c h m e n t :  F e b r u a r y  15, 1 9 9 1  m e m o r a n d u m  f r o m  A s s i s t a n t

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  M a r j o r i e  O d l a n d .



A M E N D M E N T

O F F E R E D  IN C&RA C O M M I T T E E  BY REP. MACKIE, s p o n s o r

P a g e  1, line 9,

DELETE

P a g e  1, line 10,

DELETE

P a g e  1, line 9 a n d  10,

INSERT " W H EREAS  the p e o p l e  of the r e g i o n  hav e 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  a c u l t u r a l l y  and e c o n o m i c a l l y  
c o h e s i v e  group; and"

This a m e n d m e n t  is o f f e r e d  in t h e  ho pes of 
e l i m i n a t i n g  any c o n f u s i o n  o r  p o s s i b i l i t y  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  
b e c o m i n g  involved i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of boundaries, a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  thi s b o d y  h a s  r e l e g a t e d  to t h e  Local 
B o u n d a r y  Commission.
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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S E V E N T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

BY R EPRESEN TA T IV ES  M A C K IE ,  Grussendorf, Z awack i

In troduced:
Referred:

A R E S O L U T IO N

1 S u p p o r ti n g  the Y a k u t a t  B o r o u g h  Incorporation Petition.

2 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

3  W H E R E A S  it  is in  the best in te re st o f  the s ta te  tha t its  c itizen s  ac h ie v e  m ax im u m  s e lf

4  g o v ern m en t; and

5  W H E R E A S  the  c itizen s  o f  the Y ak u ta t an d  Y a k a tag a  area  have  ex p re sse d  a  d es ire  to  fo rm  an

6  o rg a n iz e d  b o rough ; an d

7  W H E R E A S  re cen tly  the trend  has been  to tran sfe r m o re  a n d  m o re  re sp o n sib ility  fo r  p ro v id in g

8  g o v e rn m e n t se rv ices  from  the federa l an d  sta te  g o v e rn m e n ts  to  lo ca l g o v e rn m en t; an d

9 W H E R E A S  the  p eo p le  o f  this reg io n  h av e  h is to rica lly  co n stitu ted  a  c u ltu ra lly  an d  eco n o m ica lly

10  c o h e s iv e  g ro u p ; and11 W H E R E A S  the leg is la tu re  en co u rag es  c o m m u n itie s  in the  s ta te  tv. „ ssu m e  local g o v e rn m e n t

12  p o w e rs  w h e rev e r feas ib le  an d  d es ire d  by  the re s id en ts ;

13 B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  by the A lask a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  tha t the  D e p a rtm en t o f  C o m m u n ity  and

14 R eg io n a l A ffa irs  is u rged  to  ac t w ith  d isp a tch  in rev ie w in g  the  in co rp o ra tio n  p e titio n  fo r th e  p ro p o sed

15 Y a k u ta t B o ro u g h  an d  in m ak in g  its re co m m en d a tio n s  reg a rd in g  the  p e titio n  to  the  L o ca l B o u n d ary

16 C o m m iss io n ; and  b e  it

17 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  th a t the  L o ca l B o u n d ary  C o m m iss io n  is u rg ed  to ex p ed itio u s ly  h o ld

-1- S S H C R  27



1 a  p u b lic  h e a rin g  in th e  a re a  p ro p o sed  to  be in co rp o ra ted  an d  to  g iv e  fu ll c o n s id e ra tio n  to th e  d es ire

2  e x p re s se d  by  th e  p e o p le  in the  a rea  fo r s e l f  g o v e rn m e n t as p ro v id e d  fo r u n d e r  s ta te  law .

3 COPIES o f  th is  re so lu tio n  sha ll be  sen t to the  H o n o rab le  E d g a r  B la tch fo rd , C o m m iss io n e r  o f

4  C o m m u n ity  a n d  R eg io n a l A ffa irs ; an d  to  the H o n o rab le  C h arles  B e ttisw o rth , C h a ir, L o ca l B o u n d a ry

5  C o m m iss io n .

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  DRAFT W O R K  D R A F T

S S H C R  27 -2-



Community Development'-Dept.*^ 
February 20, 1991

C I T Y  O F  Y A K U T A T  
C I T Y  C L E R K

: •• 3 2 7  1991

Local Boundary Commission 
949 East 36th Avenue, Room 405 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

D ear C o m m iss io n e rs :

This letter is in response to the City of Yakutat's petition to 
incorporate the city and Borough of Yakutat and dissolve the city 
of Yakutat.

The city of Valdez fully supports the city of Yakutat1 c position 
that they should be allowed to form a single city borough. The 
city agrees with the City of Yakutat*s contention that the 
statutory standards do not include a requirement that there bs two 
separate communities or a population of 1,000 person. Thess 
regulations were developed by the Department of Community & 
Regional Affairs and they are regulations only not statutory 
requirements.

Article 10, Section 3 of the Constitution of the State of Alaska 
discusses borough government. It says that a borough shall embracs 
an area in population with common interests to the maximum degree 
possible. ■ In the case of Yakutat as well as perhaps other 
communities, there are not neighboring communities with common 
interests. Based on the regulations, either a very large 
unwheeling regional government is formed or areas of the state 
remain outside of local government control.

Again, the city of Valdez supports the City of Yakutat*s petition 
to form the City & Borough of Yakutat and dissolve the city of 
Yakutat.

Thank you for providing the city of Valdez with the opportunity to 
raview and comment on ths petition submitted by the city of 
Yakutat.

PoBt-lf’ brand fax transmittal memo 7S71 * ot p«g»»» \

cc: Doug Griffin, City Manager Eepi:
City of Cordova Mayor
City of Yakutat Mayor

#S18ound«ry,F20

P.O. SOX 307 • VALDEZ. A L A S K A  99686 
’"r'.EPHONE (907) S‘1C -313 • TELEX 25-381 • TELECOPIER (907) 036-2692
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JAN 0 1  IS

N O T I C E  O F  P R O P O S A L  T O  

I N C O R P O R A T E  T H E  " C I T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  Y A K U T A T "  

A N D  D I S S O L V E  T H E  C I T Y  O F  Y A K U T A T

Voters of the Gulf Coastal region from Cape Suckling Lo Cape Spencer have 

petitioned the State of Alaska to incorporate a h o m e  rule borough under A S  

29.05.031 and to dissolve the City of Yakutat under A S  29.06.450(c). A  copy of the 

petition, brief and proposed borough charter is available for public review at the 

following locations:

Yakutat City Hall (telephone: 784-3323)

D C R A  Southeast Regional Office in Juneau (tel. 465-4814)

Local Boundary Commission staff in Anchorage (tel. 563-1073)

Copies of the petition have also been provided to the City of Valdez, City of 

Cordova, City of Whittier, Haines Borough and the Chatham School District.

B O U N D A R I E S :  The area proposed for incorporation encompasses an estimated 

7,776 square miles of land, plus offshore waters. The m a p  which appears below 

shows the approximate boundaries of the proposed borough.

T A X E S :  The petition anticipates that the borough would levy a 1 %  raw fish tax, a 

3 %  general sales tax and real property taxes amounting to 12.3 mills in the area 

connected by road to Yakutat and 9 mills in all other parts of the borough. The taxes 

would be in lieu of taxes currently levied by the City of Yakutat.

O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  C O M M E N T :  Individuals m a y  file answering briefs under 

19 A A C  10.390 or written comments concerning this matter. Answering briefs and 

written comments must be received at the following address no later than March 12, 

1991:

Local Boundary Commission 

949 East 36th Avenue, R o o m  405 

Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

telefax: 563-1734/telephone: 563-1073

F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N :  Individuals wishing further information concerning
il,;,. fins'lurUrtrr (11 H t r o r>f m oo Hn cr c a n H  hpprincrs ronipcofrPnortS.etC.)




