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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 81 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
B Y

O ffe red :
R e fe rred :

S p on so r (s ): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  S H A R P , M .W .M ille r , Z aw ack i

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to publication of municipal foreclosure lists."

2 BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 * Section 1. AS 29.45.330 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:
4 (d) To satisfy the publication requirement under (a)(2) of this section, a municipality shall
5 publish the foreclosure list in a newspaper with a second-class mail permit issued in the
6 municipality by the United States Postal Service. If there is more than one newspaper with a
7 second-class permit issued in the municipality, the list shall be published in the one with the
8 largest circulation in the municipality. However, if there is more than one newspaper with a
9 second-class permit and if at least one of them has a circulation that is equal to or greater than

10 60 percent of the circulation in the municipality of the newspaper with the largest circulation in
11 that municipality, the municipality shall publish the list based on competitive bids that reflect the
12 cost per paper delivered. Only those newspapers with a circulation in the municipality that is
13 equal to or greater than 60 percent of the circulation in the municipality of the newspaper with
14 the largest circulation in that municipality may bid. In addition to the newspaper selected under

- 1 -
New  T e x r Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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1 this subsection, a municipality may publish the fouclosure list in any other newspaper or
2 periodical.
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PIONEER PRINTING CO
K E T C H I K A N  D A I L Y  N E W S  

S O U T H E A S T E R N  L O G

March 6,1991

R ep. B ert Sharp 
H ouse o f R epresentatives 
P ouch  V
Ju n eau , AJK 99811 

D ear Rep. Sharp:

T he  Alaska Newspaper A ssociation has come up w ith  a consensus on rewording ir. section tw o in House 
Bill 81. I t  is as M o w s :

* .. a t th ree  pub lic  p laces fo r a t least 30 days: for pu rposes of th is paragraph , "new spaper" m eans a new s­
p a p e r eligible for a  second-class m ail perm it issued  b y  th e  U.S. Footal Service in  tho  m unicipality) oisoopt
in  instances w h ere  th e re  is  m ore  than  one second-class perm it ho lder in  a m unicipality  and  the  circulation 
o f those  new spapers is  w ith in  40 percen t of each  other, in  w h ich  case th e  m unicipality  shall seek 
com petitive b ids from  those  new spapers, C om petitive bids w ill reflect th e  cost p e r  p aper delivered. In 
in stances w h ere  th e re  is  m o re  than  one Kp.cnnd«n1a.« perm it ho lder in a m unicipality  h u t the  circulation 
of those  new spapers is n o t w ith in  40 j>ercent of each  o ther, th e  new spaper w ith  th e  largest circulation 
w ill be  used  as th e  vehicle o f publication. It is th e  in ten t of th is section  to  se t fo rth  m inim um  publication 
requ irem en ts , end  no th ing  w ill b e  in terpreted  h e re  prohib iting  m unicipalities from  w ider pub lication  to 
en su re  the  w idest pub lic  no tice in  th e  public in terest."

T his w ill be fa ir to th e  new spapers, b u t most of all to  th e  public.

T h an k  you  fo r you r tim e an d  in terest in  the issue.

T ena  W illiam ?
Co-Publisher

cc: R ep. Je rry  M ackie/R icardo W ohl

P.O . BOX 7900, 501 DOCK STREET, KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901 (907h'25-3l57

Sincerely,
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E xpend itu res/R evenues: (T housands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERV ICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SU PPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRU CTU RES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING - 0 - - 0 -  ; - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (T h o u san d s  of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND - o - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - .- o - - 0 “

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL - 0 - - o -  . - 0 - - o - - 0 - - 0 -

• : POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME ' - 0 - - 0 -  - : - 0 - - o - - 0 - - 0 -

PART-TIM E

TEM PORARY •

E stim ate  of cu rren t y e a r  impact:.

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a  s e p a ra te  p a g e  if n ecessa ry .)

P rep ared  By: Remond Henderson, Director_______________________ P h o n e: 465-4708______

Division: Administrative S e r v i c e s _________________ Date:

Approved by C om m issioner: Edgar Commissioner___________ 9______________
A gency: Community & Regional Affairs  D a te1 J»
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H B 8 1 , A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  M u n i c i p a l  

F o r e c l o s u r e  L i s t s

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  a h e a r i n g  b e  s c h e d u l e d  a s  s o o n  as 

p o s s i b l e  o n  H B 8 1 .

T h e  t h r u s t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is t o  a s s u r e  a m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  

p u b l i c  n o t i c e  p r o c e d u r e  o f  f o r e c l o s u r e  l i s t s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  A. S .  2 9 . 4 5 . 3 3 0 .

P r e s e n t l y  t h e r e  is n o  r e q u i r e m e n t  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  m i n i m u m  l e v e l  

o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  e x p o s u r e  r e q u i r e d  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  m u l t i p l e  

o p t i o n s .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  p a s t  i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  r e q u i r e d  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  w e r e  p l a c e d  i n  n e w s p a p e r s  w i t h  s m a l l  l o c a l  s u b s c r i b e r  

l e v e l s ,  t h e r e b y  t h w a r t i n g  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  a d e q u a t e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  t o  

t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l o u s .

T h e  m i n i m u m  s u b s c r i b e r  l e v e l  o f  " o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  a u d i t e d  p a i d  

c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l i t y "  is s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a s s u r e  a
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r e a s o n a b l e  l e v e l  o f  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  a n d  s t i l l  a l l o w  f o r  

c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  a n d  o p t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p a r a m e t e r s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  & R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  t h e  b i l l  a n d  h a s  

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t .

A  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  is a t t a c h e d .



F I S C A L  N O T E

R evision Dale: _______________________________
Title: An Act Relating to Publication

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1991 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

B I L L  N O .  HB 81

D epartm en t Affected: Community & Regional Affairs 

BRU:  _̂_________________________________________
of Municipal Foreclosure Lists c o m p o n e n t '

S p o n so r: Rep. Bert Sharp

R eq u esto r: _________________ CO M PO N EN T SERIAL NO.

E x p en d itu res/R ev en u es : (T ho u san d s of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FV 96 FY 97

PERSO N A L SERV ICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 u -  ,.<L........ . .0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SU PPL IE S 0 0 0 0 0 0

EQUIPM ENT 0 0 —o- 0 0 0
LAND & STRU CTU RES 0 0 0 0 0 0
G RA N TS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
M ISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (T h o u san d s of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0

FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0

OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

PO SITIO N S:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PA R T-TIM E 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEM PO RA RY 0 0 0 0 0 0

E stim a te  of cu rren t y ear im pact:. - 0 -

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a  s e p a ra te  p a g e  if n e c e ssa ry .)

This bill would have no fiscal impact on the Housing Loan Program of the 
Department of Community and Regional Affairs. (See attached) j

P rep  ared By: 

Division: _

Gloria Hartzmann/Rep. Bert Shar P h o n e : 4 6 5 - 3 0 0 4

D ate: F e b r u a r y  1 2 , 1991

A pproved by C om m issioner: 
A gency: ____________________ D ate:

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative F inance , L egislative S p o n so r, R eq u esto r, OMB, & Im pacted  A gency(ies).

R ev 10 /90  P a g e  1 of _ i_
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D E F T .  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  &  I I E G I O M L  A F F A I R S

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 1  

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

RE: H o u s e  B i l l  No. 81

S P O N S E R :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S h a r p ,  M . W .  M i l l e r

W A L T E R  J .  H IC K E L ,  G O V E R N O R

□ P.O. B O X  B

J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  99811-2100 

P H O N E :  (907) 465-4700

□ 949 E. 3 6 T H  A V E N U E .  S U I T E  400

A N C H O R A G E ,  A U \ S K A  99508-4302 

P H O N E :  (907) 563-1073

P r o g r a m  E f f e c t s  o f  B i l l

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  H o u s i n g  L o a n  
P r o g r a m  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s .

C o m m e n t s

A S  2 9 . 4 5 . 3 3 0  (a) (2)

It w o u l d  a s s i s t  R u r a l  l e n d e r s  if t h i s  s e c t i o n  w e r e  e x p a n d e d  to 
i n c l u d e  a m a j o r  n e w s p a p e r  p u b l i s h e d  in A n c h o r a g e .  M o s t  m a j o r  

l e n d e r s  a r e  l o c a t e d  in u r b a n  a r e a s ,  a n d  if t h e y  d o  n o t  

s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  o f  e v e r y  m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  t h e y  w o u l d  
n o t  be a w a r e  o f  t h e  p e n d i n g  f o r e c l o s u r e .

As m o r e  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  b e c o m i n g  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  b e i n g  f o r m e d ,  it m a k e s  s e n s e  t o  b e  a w a r e  o f  t a x  

f o r e c l o s u r e s  in o r d e r  to c u t  d o w n  o n  l e g a l  f e e s  w h i c h  a r e  
c h a r g e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f o r e c l o s u r e  p r o c e s s .  I t  w o u l d  g r e a t l y  

b e n e f i t  t h e  l i e n h o l d e r  or l e n d e r  if t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w o u l d  
n o t i f y  in a d v a n c e  o f  a n y  p e n d i n g  t a x  l i e n s  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e s u l t  
in f o r e c l o s u r e .

D C R A 1s p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  its p r o c e s s  o f  h o u s i n g  f o r e c l o s u r e  
and p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  f o r e c l o s u r e  n o t i c e  is t o  f i r s t  p u b l i s h  t h e  

n o t i c e  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  or c l o s e s t  n e w s p a p e r  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
b e i n g  f o r e c l o s e d  a n d  if n e e d e d  a d v e r t i z e  in t h e  A n c h o r a g e  
T i mes, A n c h o r a g e  N e w s  a n d  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  D a i l y  N e w s  M i n e r  to 
r e c e i v e  f i l l  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .

C $ - t. L-f j

E d g a r  B l a t c h f o r d ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r



Talaphond (9071 456-0661 • FAX (907) 462-6064 • P.O. Box 70710

February 12, 1991

Representative Bert Sharp 
House of Representatives 
P.O.Box V 
Juneau, AK. 99511

Dear Representative Sharp,

This letter is written in wholehearted support of the Bill you have 
introduced as "An Act relating to publication of municipal foreclosure 
lists." The Bill would amend Statute AS 29.45.330 (a) by deleting 
the vague terminology of GENERAL CIRCULATION, and adding a guideline 
to aid in chosing a distribution vehicle.

Wn agree with you that some clarification i3 required to avoid the 
original intent of the Statute being compromised. It seems clear to 
us that t he original intent of the Statute was to insure that the 
public within a municipality were assured prior knowledge of tax 
foreclosures, be they the individuals being foreclosed upon or cred­
itors of the., individuals.

By going to a bid process that makes no reference to total quanities 
to be distributed, the newspaper with the largest circulation in a
municipality and most able to fulfill the original intent of the
Statute, is automatically placed in a disadvantaged position at w i n­
ning the bid, and as- a matter of fact may as well not bid.

The changes you have indicated in your Bill to amend AS 29.45..330(a) 
do not guarantee that the largest newspaper in the municipality will 
receive the bid, but they do assure that any newspaper bidding on 
publication of the tax foreclosure list:

a. prove through audit their paid circulation claims
b. De of sufficient size to not thwart the intent of the 

original Statute.

Your Bill will go a long wnys toward clarification of a confusing 
situation and to assure that the public is better served by their 
respective municipal governments.

David T. SI 
Advertising Director

The ONLY DAILY NEWSPAPER Sw ing  the Huge 277,000 Sguere Mile Interior AteeKe MerAe,
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FAX (907) 874-2303

W R A N G E L L  PUBLISH ING

February 19, 1991

Hon. Rep, Jerry Mackie 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Mackie;

I understand your Community and Regional ,'jffairs Committee is 
scheduled to consider House Bill 81 during your session 
tomorrow. Please be advised that the Wrangell Sentinel opposes 
this legislation. As we read the measure, it would pull publication 
of municipal foreclosure lists frcm all newspapers in Alaska 
except the Anchorage Daily News, Anchorage Times and Fairbanks 
News-Miner. Accordingly, every other newspaper in the state will 
find House Bill 81 a bitter pill to swallow.

Municipal foreclosure lists should be published in paid circulation 
newspapers within the communities served by the municipality in 
question. Publication of these lists is for the .benefit of tl.a 
public of the specific municipality. In Wrangell, the list she.'Id 
be published in the Wrangell Sentinel for taxpayers delinquent 
on their Wtangell city taxes. In Sitka, the list should be 
published in the Daily Sitka Sentinel and in Haines the list shou.'d 
appear in the Chilkat Valley News. These people of these communities 
are not well served by publication of lists in Anchorage or 
Fairbanks.

Please also note that the term "audited paid circulation" is a very 
specific term in our business. This means a newspaper must be 
audited by the ABC, Only the Anchorage and Fairbanks newspapers 
are audited by ABC in Alaska, The rest of us swear to our circulation 
figures in statements to the Postal Service, and our records are 
verified yearly by the Postal Service to ensure accuracy.

Please urge your committee to kill House Bill 81 before it goes 
further in the legislative process. If that is not possible, 
we would request a statewide teleconference hearing to allow 
every community in Alaska access to testify before your committee.
We are extremely concerned about this type of legislation and 
would appreciate the opportunity to discuss it with you or your 
staff.

Co-Publishers

Sincerely yours

Ann D. f$£rkvtoOd 
Mvin G. Bunch
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A la s k a  2  N e w sp a p e r  A s s o c ia t io n

F e b . 1 9 , 1991

T o : A ll M em bers
H o u s e  Comm un ity  and R eg ion a l Affairs C om m itte e

R e : T e stim ony  concern ing H B  8 1 , "An A ct relating to publication o f m unicipa l 
fo r e c lo s u re  lists ."

D ea r C om m ittee M em be rs :
O n  beha lf of th e A laska N ew spap e r A sso c ia tion , o f which I am  secretary/treasurer, 

and a s pub lisher o» the F ron tie rsm an and  V a lley Su n  new spapers In the M atanuska - 
Su sitna B o rou gh , I w ish to offer rny s tren u ou s ob jec tion s to the la n g u ag e  con ta in ed  In a n d  
the overa ll g oa ls o f H ou se  Bill 8 1 , which is s c h e d u le d  for hearing a t 1 :3 0  p .m . 
W e d n e sd a y , F eb . 2 0 , 1991 .

Specifica lly , I ob jec t to the p ro p o s e d  defin ition o f "new spaper" inc lu ded In th e  
leg is la tion that re a d s "... a n ew sp a p e r with a n  aud ited paid circu lation In the 
municipality equa l to  or g rea ter than on e -th ird  o f th e  audited p a id  circulation In th e 
municipality of th e n ew spaper with the g re a te s t circu lation in tha t municipality ;"
O NLY T H R E E  N E W S P A P E R S  Q U A LIFY

Accord ing to m y best e s tim a tes , a  m ax im um  of th ree new spape rs In A laska w ou ld 
qualify under this p ro p o se d  defin ition : A n c h o ra g e  Daily N ew s, A n c h o ra g e  T im e s , and 
Fa irbanks Daily New s-M lner. T h e s e  a re the on ly A la skan n ew spap e rs that can cla im  
"audited pa id circulation" by virtue o f the ir sub scrip tion to the s e rv ic e s  p rov ided by 
the Audit Bu reau o f Circulation .

T h e  A B C  d o e s  a  fine jo b  (for a healthy fe e ) c f auditing a n ew spap e r 's circu lation 
c la im s . H ow ever, th e  vast majority of A la skan  n ew spape rs d o n o t sub scrib e to A B C 's  
se rv ice , primarily b e c a u se  o f th e e x p e n s e  a n d  the relatively sm a ll circulation o f m o s t 
A laskan n ew spapers .

A s w orded , H B  81 would o p e n  the d o o r fo r A laska 's three A B C -a u d ite d  n ew spa p e rs to 
d om in a te  the pub lication o f m un ic ipa l fo re c lo su re  lists a c ro ss A la s k a . Pub lication o f 
th e s e  lists Is Important in c om e for all sm a ll, com m un ity -based n ew sp a p e rs  In A la sk a , 
an d  the p ro p o sed  legislation w ou ld d o  se r iou s d am age to the e c o n om ic  health o f th o se  
n ew spa p e rs . A s th e  community c lo s e s t to A n c h o ra g e  and  Its on -g o in g  n ew spape r war, th e 
F ron tie rsm an a n d  Valley Su n  a re  e spec ia lly  vu ln erab le .
C O M M U N ITY IN F O R M A T IO N  B E L O N G S  fN T H E  C O M M U N IT Y

B ey on d  the narrow  e c o n om ic  Interest in this leg islation by n ew sp a p e rs  su ch  a s  m in e , 
I want to point o u t the basic re a s o n  why s u c h  fo rec losu re fists a re  pub lished In th e first 
p la c e . I be lieve that th e se  lists a re p u b lis h e d  locally primarily to  inform the c itizen s o f 
th e  municipality o f  the sta tus o f  fo re c lo su re  p ro c eed in g s going o n  in their com m un ity . 
T h is Is im portant Information fo r ev e ry on e  Involved , Including p rop e rty  ow n e rs , 
n e ig h b o rs , real e s ta te  m a n a g e rs , a n d  cred ito rs that Include im p a r l the m o rtg a g e  le n d e r s .

H B  8 1 , h ow ever, lilts th e  fo re c lo su re  notification p ro c e s s  aw ay from  th e c om m un ity  
a ffected and  tow ard the m ortg ag e lenders w ho reside in A nch o ra g e  and Fa irbanks . W h ile  I 
c a n  sym path ize with the the len ders ' p light a s  they try lo  k eep  track o f  hun d red s o f  
fo re c lo su re s sca tte red  a c ro ss A la sk a , I d on 't think stripping aw ay the loca l n ew sp a p e r 's
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role in k e e p in g  its comm un ity  In form ed of such foreclosures s e r v e s  th e m o re  g en e ra l
public in te re s t in any way.

I urge y o u r o om m itte e  to a b a n d o n  Its pursuit o f this u n n e c e s s a ry  leg is la tion . If you 
wish to a s s is t  A la ska 's urban m o rtg a g e  lenders In keeping tra c k  o f m un ic ipa l 
fo re c lo su re s , p le a s e  tell th em  th e A la sk a  New spaper A sso c ia t ion  Is m o re  than willing to 
work with th em  to  k e e p  th em  In fo rm ed .

S ec re ta ry/ trea su re r , A N A
Pub lish e r , F ron tie rsm an/ Va lley  S u n  new spapers

c c : C om m is s io n e r  E d g a r B la tch ford , D C R A

t
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PIONEER PRINTING CO.
K E T C H I K A N  D A I L Y  N E W S  

S O U T H E A S T E R N  L O G

Rep. J e rry  M ack ie  
Chairman
House o f R ep resen ta tives 
C om m un ity  and Regional A ffa irs Coimnittee 
P.O. Box V  
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Rep. M ack ie :

A b il l in  y o u r comm ittee w o u ld  financia lly h u r t  th e  K etch ikan  D a ily  News, The 
Is land  N ew s  and eve ry  other newspaper in  th e  sta te except for the two Anchorage 
dailies a n d  the Fa irbanks da ily .

House B i l l  No. 81, w h ich  is  schedu led for h e a r in g  th is  w eek , w o u ld  take away a ll 
sm all new spapers' fo rec losure advertising and g ive  it  to the  Anchorage and  
Fa irbanks d a ilie s ,

The b i l l  s ta te s th a t fo rec lo su re lis ts  would h a ve  to  be p rin ted  in  an audited p a id  
c ircu la tio n  new spaper. The o n ly  audited p a id  c ircu la tio n  papers are the Anchorage 
and F a irb an k s d a ilie s . O n ly  a couple companies in  th e  co un try  o ffer that aud iting 
serv ice . T h a t se rv ice  is v e ry  expensive. Tb a  ce rta in  degree, a ll newspapers axe 
aud ited b y  the U .S. Postal Service.

Supporters o f the b i l l  argue th a t the leg is la tion  w o u ld  m ake li fe  easier for big c i ty  
lenders to  keep tab s on fo reclosures. They w o u ld  no t have to subscribe to e ve ry  
new spaper in  e ve ry  com m un ity  in  which th e y  do b u s in e s s .

Foreclosures shou ld  be p rin ted  for the benefit o f the  com m un ity  in  w h ich  they occu r 
and fo r th e  c itizens there . I  be lieve  it makes m o re  sense and is  m ore o f a service to 
A laskan s tha t th ey  can f in d  foreclosure in fo rm a tio n  in  th e ir  lo ca l newspapers 
in stead o f  the Anchorage and Fairbanks n ew sp ap e rs . T h is b i l l  un fa ir ly  w ou ld  
increase c ircu la tio n  o f large da ilie s into sm a ll tow ns and c itie s .
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Add itiona lly , i f  lenders want to do  business in  sm a ll tow ns and c itie s , then  they 
sh o u ld  be  w illin g  to bear the costs o f doing bus in ess there . I f  they w an t to take our 
in te re st payments* then they shou ld  pu t m oney back  in to the com m un itie s b y  
b u y in g  the loca l papers and using o ther lo ca l serv ices w hen  appropriate.

I  w o u ld  not support th is proposed b i l l  even i f  the Ketch ikan D a ily  N ew s w ere an 
aud ited  paid c ircu la tion  newspaper that cou ld  in fringe on W rangell or Petersburg 
w e e k ly  newspapers' righ tfu l advertisem ents.

The bottom  lin e  is th is b il l w ou ld  take  money from  every sm a ll new spaper and 
com m un ity  in  A laska to benefit Anchorage and Fairbanks, and rob lo ca l residen ts 
o f easy access to foreclosure in fo rm ation .

S incerely,

Tbna W illiam s 
Pub lishe r
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112 Barracks Street 

P.O. Box 799 
Sitka, Alaska 99835 

(9 0 7 )  7 4 7 -3 2 1 9

To: Community and Regional Affairs Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska
Feb. 19,1981

G entlem en:

I have just obtained a copy of HB81, which I understand your committee
will be considering on W ednesday.Before you take any action on this extraordinary proposal, may I nave the 
opportunity to explain to you why, in my opinion, this measure potentially could have 
a destructive effect on Alaska’s community newspapers, with no corresponding bene­
fit to the public?

1 have just learned that you plan a teleconference on this measure tomorrow. 
Please include Sitka as a participating point Sony for the late request, but I have only 
just learned of the existence of this bill — not, 1 must add, by way of your committee 
or the sponsors.

Reply to FAX (907) 747-8898 
or call 747-3219 (voice)




