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W A L T E R  J .  H I C K E L
GO'*

S t a t e  o e  A l a s k a
CTFlCE CF THE GOVERNOR 

J l ’ X E A D

J a n u a r y  16, 1 9 9 2

The Honorable B e n  Grussendorf 

S p e a k e r  of the H o u s e  

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol 

Juneau, A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S p e a k e r  Grussendorf:

U n d e r  the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, / a m  

transmitting a bill authorizing the D e p a r t m e n t  of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 

to a w a r d  grants for the pu r p o s e s  of forming or operating local e m e r g e n c y  planning 

commit t e e s  (L E P C s ) und e r  A S  46.13.070.

U n d e r  A S  46.13.040(5), the Alaska State E m e r g e n c y  R e s p o n s e  C o m m i s s i o n  in 

D E C  is required to establish, supervise, a n d  coordinate L E P C s  for e m e r g e n c y  

planning districts across the state. L E P C s  play a vital role in developing c o m m u n i t y  

awareness, training of c o m m u n i t y  resources, a n d  planning for hazardous 

substances emergencies in their areas.

This bill a m e n d s  A S  4 6 . 0 3 . 0 2 0  to give D E C  the authority to a w a r d  grants so that 

L E P C s  m a y  b e  f o r m e d  or operated.

/ urge your p r o m p t  consideration a n d  p a s s a g e  of this bill.

Sincerely,



WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

D E P T . OF  EN V IR O N M EN TA L  CONSERVATION
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 
410 WILLOUGHBY AVENUE, SUITE 105 
JUNEAU, AK 99801-1795

Phone: (907) 465-5000 
Fax: (907) 465-5070

January 28, 1992

The Honorable Jerry Mackie 
Chairman
House Community and Regional 
Affairs Committee 

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811
Dear Representative Mackie:
HB 408 was recently referred to your committee after introduction by the Governor. 
This bill clarifies the statutory powers of the Department of Environmental Conservation 
by adding language that DEC may award grants for the purposes of forming or 
operating a Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) under AS 46.13.070.
In 1990, the Alaska Legislature created within the Department of Environmental 
Conservation the State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) pursuant to federal 
laws adopted in 1986. Under that federal law, as well as state law, a SERC is to 
appoint an LEPC for the various regions of the state. LEPCs are responsible for 
preparing emergency plans for communities to respond to the release of hazardous 
substances. A listing of the LEPCs which have been approved by the SERC is 
enclosed for your information.
DEC receives money in its budget each year for the purposes of assisting in the 
formation and operation of LEPCs. We learned this summer that DEC in fact has no 
granting authority and thus may not issue a grant to an organization wishing to form 
an LEPC. After an LEPC is formed, it is an entity of the state and DEC may then 
transfer money to them. HB 408 is designed to assist in the formation of LEPCs by 
making it clear that DEC can in fact issue such grants.
LEPCs are an essential part of the State of Alaska’s readiness to prevent catastrophic 
hazardous substance releases, and respond to such releases when they do occur.
The Department of Environmental Conservation respectfully requests that you
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schedule this bill at your earliest convenience. Please contact Janice Adair at 465- 
5050 if you need further information. We look forward to your favorable action.

Sincerely,
/ ( V v v x t a . X f i e u x

, ^ John A. Sandor 
v  jp> c  Commissioner

JA/vr (C0-comm\mackie.408)

Enclosures: List of LEPCs approved by SERC
cc: Paul Fuhs, Office of the Governor.

Beth Kerttula, Assistant Attorney General



Map
Key

Local Emergency Pluming 
District (LEPD)

Principal City LEPC appointed by SERC

1 KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH* Ketchikan Apnl4,1991
2 CTTY & BOROUGH OPSHXA* Sitka May 14.1990
3 Southern Juneau
4 Gey and Bornujtt of Juneau Juneau
5 Lynn Canal Hainca
6 CTTYOFYAXUTAT* Yakuui Scpwnber II. 19S9
7 Prince Willi us Sound VUdcx
S KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH* Sddoma June 9.1919
9 KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH* Kodiak June 9,1989
10 Alcuntni Euc Boroogh Sand Point
11 Akauan laluda Unalaaka
12 Unicoi Bay Dillingham
13 Yukon Ddu Bethel
14 Southwenem In tenor McGrath
IS North waun Nome
16 NORTHWEST ARCTIC BOROUGH* Kotzebue June 14. 1991
17 PRUDHOEBAY* NA June 14.1991
IS North Slope Borough Barrow
19 Interior AluU Fiirbinki
20 FAIRBANKS NORTHSTAR BOROUGH* Faixbanka June 9. 1989
21 MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH* Pilnrr June 14.1991
22 MUNICIPALITY OFANaiORAGE* An chon ye June 14. 1991
23 Southeastern Interior Gkmuilco
24 Denali Borough H«ir
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KETCHIKAN
GATEWAY
BOROUGH

3 4 4  F r o n t  Street

K e t c h i k a n ,  A K  9 9 9 0 1 - 6 4 9 4  

P h o n e  2 2 8 - 6 6 0 5  F a x  2 2 5 - 7 2 8 2

March 3 1 , 1992

The Honorable Jerry Mackie 
House of Representatives 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 998 01
HB 4 0 8 , GRANTS FOR LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEES
The Ketchikan Gateway Borough Assembly voted to support HB 4 0 8  on March 
16, 1992 . The community has an active Local Erne- gency Planning Committee 
which has been working on tasks related to hazardous substance emergency 
planning and preparedness, community right-to-know reporting, toxic chemical 
release reporting, management o f hazardous substances and related planning 
efforts.
This bill authorizes the Department of Conservation to award grants for the 
purpose o f forming or operating local emergency response committees under AS 
4 6 .1 3 .0 7 0 .

Ralp omew
Mayor

Mayor/Business Address: 615 Sledman St net, Ketchikan, AK QQQ01 
Phone 225-2121 or 225-3001 Pax 225-0727




