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MARK BOYER
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(907) 455-6473
JUNEAU

P.O. box V
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(907) 465-3466

To: Rep. Jerry Mackie, Chair _ _
Community and " ' al Affairs Committee

From: Rep. Mark Boy
Date: April 9, 1991
Subject:  Request to schedule HB 263 for hearing

| would apEreciate a committee hearing at your earliest
convenience of HB 263, an act relating to human ‘services community
matching grants.

The Anchorage and Fairbanks Health and Social Services Block
Grants have been included in the Department of Health and Social
Services budget for many years. However, primarily due to the fact
that these grants have no Statutory base and require no local
matching appropriation they remain subject to veto. This bill .
establishes a statutory basis for the grants and includes a community
match requirement, beginning at 10 percent and increasing by five
percent a year until a 50/50 match is reached. | believe the
statutory recognition and the match requirement will allow the
grants to receive the funding stability they need.

Additionally, this bill will expand the number of communities
that can apply for the matching grants to include all unified
municipalities and cities with a population over 20,000. Anchorage,
Juneau, and Sitka are the current unified municipalities in Alaska.
Fairbanks is the only additional city to meet the population
requirement. In this way the block grant concept can be expanded
into Southeast Alaska
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Date of Committee Action:

The COMMUNITY AND IIEGIONAL AFFAIRS Committee considered: HB 263

HOUSE BILL NO. 263 HUMAN SERVICES MATCHING GRANTS FOR MUNI’S

"An Act relating to human services community matching grants; and providing for an effective date."
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Human Services Coalition

PO BOX 102052 + ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 90510 « PHONE 332-4483

Aprii 24, 1991

Rep. Jerry Mackie

Chairman

Community 4 Regional Affairs Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Chairman Mackie,

As Chair of the Anchorage Human Service Coalition, | represent 00 human service agencies In
the Anohorago Area that carve Afaeko Citizen* from all ureas of the state, |am writing'on Penait
of the Coalition to urge the Committee’s support of HB263.

We offer our gratitude to all those legislators who have supported this hill with their
oosponsorehp. Thoy have recognized the need to have seme degree of predictability for these
services, some way to leave the rollercoaster of this past year.

Having statutory authorization for social cervices biook grant was a third step in our Soolal
Services Block Grant Recovery Program. Tho Social Services Block Grant fulfills all the

intentions of cost-effective use of state funds. Looal citizens determine the needs and allocate
the funda ta the nonprofit community whioh provides thorn at an extremely low cost. Local
determination of need end oeot-offootfvo service delivery-thooe two conuwpto satisfy a truly
valuable return of state dollars to the looal teveia with no bureaucracy.

Preeorving these two conoepto with statutory tenguago will likip conserve very valuable
services that reaoh those Alaskans least able to tafl<'to Juneau. Block Grant funds trulv help
Alaskans help themselves. Thank you for this consideration.

Sincerely,

Chair

AVOICE ON BEHALF OF HUMAN CARE SERVICES FOR ALASKANS
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Juneau Alaska 99811
Dear Representative Boyer:

{Ihe Fairbanks Health and Social Serwce Co mlsson asrewewedé—louse Bill 263 an blgc lt rant
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date April 29.1991

Title: An Act relating To human services

BRU:

community matching %rants" Component:
Sponsor: ~ Boyer, Ellis. Gruenberg. Koponen. Ulmer, Barnes & Shar
Requestor House COMPONEN

Expenditures/Revenues

OPERATING FY92 FY93

PERSONAL SERVICES 13
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CONTRACTUAL 1
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT 2
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
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Prepared by: Michael L Price. Director
Division: Family & Youth Services
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BILL NO. US HB 263

Dept. Affected Health & Social Services
Family Services
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(Thousands of Dollars)

FY94 FY9
169 [ 169.7
4.8 4.8
12.8 12.8
1.5 1.5
0.0 0.0
180.8 188.8

(Thousands of Dollars)

183.8 188.8
188.8 188.8
3.0 3.0
o
il 7 =" Date:

FY96

169.
1

_C)I—\l\.):bLO
OU10000 —

188.8

188.8

188.8

3.0

Phone; 465,3191
Date: Y

Page 1 of 2

FY97
169.

1

_C)I—‘I\J-PLO
O U100 0O —I

188.8

188.3

188.8

3.0



PAPER/Department of Health and Social Services

POSITION

POBITIOH PAPER
HOUSE BILL 2€3

"An Act relating to huaan aarvicas community matching
grants; and providing for an sffmotivs data."

Tfte Department of Health and Social Services generally
supports House bill 263.

House Bill 263 creates a new community matching grant
program to provide local social services in the largest
communities in Alaska. This program replaces two
designated grants which have been part of the Department
of Health and Social Services budget for several years.

Creation of a local matching grant program is in keeping
with the Governor®s goal of reducing dependence on the
State budget for services. A statutory basis for these
programs will provide some certainty of funding while
showing a clear State commitment for needed social
programs. Using the block grant concept, as well as
requiring local match, should also strengthen local
involvement and commitment to these services as State
dollars continue to decline.

While the Department supports the concepts in this
legislation we would like to highlight some 1issues of
interest.

1. The local match should be comprised of cash
appropriated for that purpose by the municipality.

2. Requirements for Department review and oversight of
the grant awards or match requirements should not
be burdensome as to require significant
administrative staff.

3. The allocation for proration should be simple and
easy to implement.

Ccommissioner



HB 263 creates a community matching block grants for municipalities
over 20,000. In the past the Social Services Block grants went to
Anchorage and Fairbanks and in FY 91 two communities have a total
of 62 grants. Under this bill the Department will be responsible
for reviewing all the applications and determining 1f they meet the
goals established under *.047.75.010, as well as being involved with
each of the communities iIn carrying out a needoassessment to back
up the communities requests for services. Imn order for the
Department to carry out its functions under this bill 1t becomes
imperative that the Department receive funding for three positions.
These positions would be located in the three major population
areas Anchorage, Juneau and Fairbanks.

The responsibilities of these positions include:

1. Working vrith the communities to develop a needs assessment
to determine 1f the services requestedby the non-profits
IS necessary to prevent or alleviate serious mental or
physical hardship.

2. Develop plans for and administer the grants program which
includes receiving the grant applications, sending out the
notifications of grant award, and monitoring the grant
program thru review of fiscal and program reports.

3. Conduct on site review of the grants.

4. Assisting the communities to make sure that they have the
increased matching funds available for each succeeding

year.
- j of the Department in the current version of the bill 1is
anu 1fjuous and i1t i1s difficult to estimate the scope and depth of
our 1nvolvement. If the Department®s recommendations enumerated

in the Position Paper are incorporated in the bill, the Fiscal Note
will be substantially reduced.





