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HB 222
HOUSE BILL NO. 222 APPROP: ROAD/SEWER/WATER/RURAL DEV’T FUND
"An Act making appropriations from the Alaska science and technology endowment for water, sewer, and solid 
waste projects, for statewide road and highway maintenance projects, and to fund the rural development 
initiative fund; and providing for an effective date."
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JACKO LEG ISLAT ION  APPROPRIATES NEARLY $ 7 3  M ILLION 
R e p .  J a c k o  a n d  n i n e  c o - s p o n s o r s  i n t r o d u c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h i s  

m o rn in g  w h ich  w o u ld  a d d r e s s  c r i t i c a l  a n d  im p o r t a n t  n e e d s  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  b o t h  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n .  H ouse  B i l l  N o . 2 2 2  
a p p r o p r i a t e s  j u s t  s h y  o f  $ 73  m i l l i o n  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  S c i e n c e  and  
T e c h n o lo g y  Endowment (ASTE) f o r  w a t e r ,  s e w e r ,  a n d  s o l i d  w a s te  
p r o j e c t s ;  s t a t e w i d e  r o a d  and  h ig hw a y  m a in t e n a n c e  p r o j e c t s ;  a n d  t o  
fu n d  t h e  R u r a l  D e v e lo p m e n t  I n i t i a t i v e  F u n d .  A n o t h e r  p i e c e  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h ic h  i s  n e ed e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  c u r r e n t l y  n on ­
e x i s t i n g  fu n d ,  i s  i n  t h e  w o r k s .

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  HB 2 2 2  a p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 2 0  m i l l i o n  t o  t h e  
D e p a r tm en t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  s t a t e w i d e  
r o a d  and  h ig h w a y  m a in t e n a n c e  p r o j e c t s .  The b i l l  a p p r o p r i a t e s  
a n o t h e r  $ 1 0  m i l l i o n  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C om m un ity  and  R e g i o n a l  
A f f a i r s  f o r  c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  R u r a l  D e v e lo p m e n t  I n i t i a t i v e  
Fund . The v e h i c l e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h i s  f u n d  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  d r a f t  
s t a g e .  L a s t l y  $ 4 2 . 8  m i l l i o n ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  
b i l l ,  g o e s  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  f o r  
s t a t e w id e  w a t e r  a n d  s ew e r  p r o j e c t s .
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R ep . J a c k o  s t a t e d ,  "My d i s a p p o i n tm e n t  w i t h  t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  , h a p h a z a r d , . a t t e m p t  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  v e r y  b a s i c  l i f e  
and  h e a l t h  s a f e t y  n e e d s  o f  c om m u n i t i e s  s p u r r e d  me t o  i n t r o d u c e  
t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  H ouse  B i l l  2 2 2 .  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l  p r o p o s e d  t o  fu n d  
m e r e l y  $6  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  $ 4 8  m i l l i o n  r e q u e s t e d  v i l l a g e  s a f e  
w a t e r  p r o j e c t s  i n  h i s  d e f e r r e d  m a in t e n a n c e  b i l l  (SB 1 3 3 ) .  Q u i t e  
f r a n k l y ,  I  s e e  t h i s  a s  an  'e y e  d r o p p e r '  a p p r o a c h  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  
most s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  we h a v e  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e . "

" I  r e a l i z e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  b e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  an d  
c r i t i c a l l y  a n a l y z e d " ,  commented R e p .  J a c k o .  " I  a g r e e  t h e  ASTE has  
b e a u t i f u l ,  h ig h  m ind ed  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  a c a d e m ic i a n s  can  p o n t i f i c a t e  
a b o u t .  H ow eve r ,  I  f i n d  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  j u s t i f y  
i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  d e p l o r a b l e  w a t e r  an d  s e w e r  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  e x i s t  
i n  r u r a l  A la s k a  t o d a y .  I t ' s  u n c o n s c i o n a b le  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  b a s i c s  
o f  h e a l t h  a n d  l i f e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  a r e  g i  yen 
such  a low  p r i o r i t y .  L e t  me g i v e  y o u  a  c o u p l e  o f  e x a m p le s .

K o k h a n o x  i s  a s m a l l  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  L a k e  I l i a m n a  r e g i o n  o f  
D i s t r i c t  2 6 .  As we d raw  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  v i ’. l a g e  
o f  152 p e o p l e ,  I 'm  s o r r y  t o  s a y ,  c o n t i n u e s  t o  g o  w i t h o u t  s a f e  
w a t e r  and  s ew e r  f a c i l i t i e s .  E ach  S p r i n g ,  when t h e  W in t e r  i c e  
b e g in s  t o  th aw , t h e  dumped raw  sewage f r o m  t h e  c om m un ity  'h o n e y  
b u c k e t s '  th aw  t o o .  The tw o  r u n  t o g e t h e r ;  a n d  t h e  r e o c c u r r i n g  
r e s u l t  i s  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  b o th  t h e  w e l l  and  t h e  l a k e  f r o m  w h ich  
r e s i d e n t s  d raw  t h e i r  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r .  PEOPLE ARE DRINKING WATER
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CONTAMINATED WITH RAW SEWAGE. So i s  i t  a n y  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  t h e  
r e s i d e n t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  f a c e  b o u t s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  A a n d  B o u t b r e a k s ?

A n o th e r  c om m un ity  i n  my d i s t r i c t ,  I g i u g i g ,  h a s  t h e  same 
s t a n d a r d  sewage f a c i l i t y  a s  K o k h a n o k ;  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  'h o n e y  
b u c k e t s '  a n d  o u t h o u s e s .  A l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
r e s i d e n t s  h a v e  e i t h e r  had an d  d e v e lo p e d  im m u n i t i e s  t o  H e p a t i t i s  B 
o r  become c a r r i e r s  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e .  J u s t  a few  weeks a g o ,  h ig h  
w ind s  and  h e a v y  r a i n  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  on e  o u t h o u s e ' s  c o n t e n t s  
f l o w i n g  down t h e  s t r e e t .  C o n c e rn e d  p a r e n t s  and  a d u l t s  o r d e r e d  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  s t a y  c l e a r  o f  t h i s  a r e a .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  g r o u n d  
f r o z e  and  i t  sn ow ed . And k i d s  b e in g  k i d s  -  w e re  s p o t t e d  p l a y i n g  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  e a t i n g  t h e  s n o w ."
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1153 Donna Dr.
Fairbanks, A k 99712 

April 1, 199 |
Members of the Community and Regional Affairs Committee 
House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear committee members,
I feel House Bill #222 sponsored by members of the "Bush 

caucus" does not warrant any consideration by your committee. This 
$73 million dollar raid on money already appropriated to the A laska 
Science and Technology Foundation show a blatant disregard of the 
wisdom of former legislative and executive actions which established 
the fund. To me it also demonstrates a shortsightedness and lack of 
understanding on the part o f the sponsoring representatives on what 
the ASTF is designed to do.

As a successful recipient of a grant from the ASTF I may have 
good reason to be biased. However my project, “Beekeeping in Alaska", 
has already made an impact on the beekeeping industry in the State. The 
number of beekeepers in the Delta Junction area, for example, has 
increased from three or fou r to an estimated 15. The number of 
colonies expected to be operated this upcoming season in the same area 
is estimated at least 51, up from about 10 two years ago.

One of my project’s goals is to establish economic models in two 
rural communities to demonstrate that community effort and 
cooperation in a small sca le beekeeping project can have profitab le 
results. The final analysis is a season or two away but I feel there will 
be success.

In addition to the economic models I am writing a hands-on 
Alaskan beekeeping manual, training beekeepers in rural areas, and 
researching the indoor overwintering of honey bee colonies. The purpose 
of the program is to benefit rural Alaskans in small communities 
looking fo r ecologically sound cottage industries. My efforts w ou ld  not 
have come about without the moral support of members of the 
beekeeping community and the financial support of ASTF.



Money from ASTF has allowed me to leverage funds from other 
agencies to help expand the beekeeping industry in the State. I received 
a mini: innovation g ran t through DCRA to buy community honey 
extracting equipment for the Delta region. Members on the  selection 
committee for the proposal evidently saw the merits o f the small scale 
project as it was awarded a 97 out of 100 possible po in ts on their 
rating scale. I have submitted a proposal to USDA Forest Service Rural 
Development program to assist the beekeepers in the Ne.iana region in 
much the same manner as the Delta project. I hope it is obvious to the 
members of the comm ittee the rural impact of this p ro jec t and that 
parallel development of agriculture and beekeeping is a requirement of 
Mother Nature.

I can almost hear grousings about beekeeping in the  arctic regions 
of the State from our northernmost members. Sure, beekeeping is not 
suited for every geographic area of the State- neither is oil 
development. However, the mission of the ASTF is ne ithe r to drill for 
oil in every village o r turn us all into beekeepers. It is to  transfer 
technology and u tilize  research for the benefit of all S ta te  residents. A 
significant contribution to the health and waste disposal problem faced 
in a good portion of the State is resulting from another ASTF grant- the 
AlasCan composting and greywater system.

In HB#2.22 one of the areas slated for funding is community 
laundry facilities. Are you going to dump thousands more gallons of 
phosphate laden wash  water into the effectively dysfunctiona l utility 
systems? ASTF and the  US DOE have recognized the potentia l impact of 
Clint Elstun's composting to ilet and greywater treatment system and 
seen fit to fund it. I would hope the members of the leg islature have 
th j  same vision and w ill resist the urge to raid the ASTF endowment 
far such a short term  and short sighted project.

In closing I wou ld  like to point out one often overlooked aspect of 
ASTF to the committee members. When we hear "Science and 
Technology", we con ju re  up menial pictures which range from wild 
haired scientists sporting white lab coats and chuckling maniacally 
over bubbling test tubes to the sprawling techno cities o f California's 
Silicon Valiey. My personal experience plus meeting w ith other 
successful grantees demonstrates that ASTF money is no t going to



ivory tower "egg-heads” as many would suspect. Instead it is going to a 
cross section of Alaskans with an idea and a dream regardless of their 
educational or professional background (please note- I am in no way 
inferring the money is going to incompetent people- just that lack of 
"professional” credential: no reason to deny funding). Fishermen who
have a better idea, farmers who want to experiment with a different
feed, inventors with a better toilet, prospectors with a gold recovery
idea, laborers turned beekeeper and desiring to share the experience,
are examples of the "guy next door" recipients of funding. ASTF is not
funding dog powered washing machines nor will it fund "secret 
extension cords” which plug into the Northern Lights. Take a very good 
look a t the proposals funded, every one o f them has or will make a 
difference to Alaska. Someone from your village may have the next 
"Good Idea!” Thank you for your time and I again urge you to leave ASTF 
to benefit all Alaskan for a long time to come.

Sincerely yours, 
Stephen F. Petersen
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