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SENATE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 14 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

S IXTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESS I ON  

5: R e l a t i n g  to the Alas ka  R a i l r o a d  Suntrana

B r a nc h Bridge.

71 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE ST A TE  OF ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  the Alaska R a i l r o a d  Suntrana B r a nc h Bridge o v e r  the Nenana 

R iver is an im po rtant lifeline to the areas on the east side of the Nenana 

River; a nd

W H E R E A S  the bridge is a v i t a l  link b e t w e e n  consumers and a supp ly  of 

r e a s o n a b l y  p r i c e d  pr ocessed coal; and

W H E R E A S  the bridge has d e t e r i o r a t e d  to such an exten t that eith er  the 

!, b r i dg e a n d  the support piers m u s t  be r e p a i r e d  or the b r i d g e  m u s t  be closed;
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I
15j; W H E R E A S  the Alaska R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  is c o n t e m p l a t i n g  closure of

16 the b r i d g e  r a t h e r  than r e p a i r i n g  the damage to the bridge;

17 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  req ue st s 

| the G o v e r n o r  to direct the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  to m a k e  those re-
i
i pairs that are n e c e s sa ry  to k e e p  o p e n  the Suntrana B r a n c h  B ri dg e ov er  the

20J, Nenana River.
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BILL V E R S I O N  SCR 14

A nalys i.s:

R e a l l o c a t i o n  of these funds to the S untrana B r an c h B r id g e improvements 
w o u l d  p r ev en t the A R R C  from m a k in g additional n e c e s s a r y  m a i n l i n e  
upgrades. The annual return on investment of m a i n l i n e  improvements 
o ut we i g h s  the brid g e u p gr ad e by reducing labor costs and train delays. 
A d d i t i o n a l  impr ov em en t s to the Fa ir ba nk s y a r d  o p e r a t i o n s  to enhance 
c u s t o m e r  servi ce  and reduce s af et y hazards w o u l d  also be delayed. These 
cost savings are an ti ci p a t e d  to amount to $ 1 0 . 0 - 1 5 . 0  a n n ua ll y  for a 
p e r i o d  of ten years.

3391D-2
Page 2 of 2



Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4797

Box 55028
North Pole, Alaska 99705 
(907) 488-0862

enator 3lol|n P -  (Hack) fflogljtll
( A l a s k a  j3 > ta t c  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e

M E M O R A N D U M

To:

From: 

Re: 

D a t e :

I w o u l d  like to r e q u e s t  a S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
h e a r i n g  on S C R  14, " r e l a t i n g  to t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  S u n t r a n a  
B r a n c h  Bridge."

T he A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  is c o n s i d e r i n g  the c l o s u r e  of t h e  S u n tr an a 
B r a n c h  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e  o v e r  the  N e n a n a  R i v e r  due to 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of the s u p p o r t  piers. I b e l i e v e  t h e  b r i d g e  
p r o v i d e s  a v i t a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l i n k  t o  a r e a s  on t h e  eas t side 
of t h e  N e n a n a  R i v e r  a n d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  
s h o u l d  m a k e  th e n e c e s s a r y  repa i rs  t o  k e e p  t h e  b r i d g e  open.

A t t a c h e d  are c o pi es  of l e t te rs  I h a v e  r e c e i v e d  r e l a t i n g  to the 
b r i d g e  closure. If y o u  h a v e  any q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  S C R  14, 
p l e a s e  feel free to c o n t a c t  me.

S e n a t o r  Jones, Cha 
S e na te

S e n a t o r  J a c k  

S C R  14

F e b r u a r y  2, 1989



S e p t e m b e r  27, 1988

Mr. F r a n k  T u r p i n  
P r e s i d e n t  & C E O  
A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  Corp.
P.O. B o x  107500'
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99510

D e a r  Frank:

It h a s  c o m e  t o  m y  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  
C o r p o r a t i o n  (ARRC) h a s  p r o p o s e d  t o  c l o s e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e  
t h a t  c r o s s e s  t h e  N e n a n a  R i v e r  o n  t h e  S u n t r a n a  branch.

If A R R C  is c o n t e m p l a t i n g  t h e  c l o s u r e  of t h i s  brid ge , I w o u l d  
l i k e  t o  g o  o n  r e c o r d  as s t r o n g l y  o p p o s i n g  t h e  c l o s u r e  a n d  
r e q u e s t  A R R C  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  de c ision. T h e r e  a r e  u s e r s  
a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  ra il  
s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s  existence. It w o u l d  n o t  b e  f ai r 
t o  t h e  u s e r s  if A R R C  a r b i t r a r i l y  d i s c o n t i n u e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  
service. • -

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  a w r i t t e n - e x p l a n a t i o n  c l a r i f y i n g  A R R C ' s  
p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  bridge. I l o o k  f o r w a r d  to 
y o u r  response.



R e l i a b l e  C o a l
Coal and Automatic Coal Furnaces

3.6 Mile Usibelli S pur Road 
P.O . Box 53 

Healy, Alaska 99743

A t t e n t i o n :  F r a n k  T u r p i n ,  G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r
A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  
P . O .  B o x  10-7500 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99510-7500

D e a r  M r .  T u r p i n ,

D u r i n g  a  m e e t i n g  w i t h  F a i r b a n k s  t e r m i n a l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  K .  A .  S m i t h  o n  
M o n d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  12,  1988, I  w a s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  h a s  p r o p o s e d  
t o  c l o s e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  M a n a n a  R i v e r  o n  t h e  S u n t r a n a  b r a n c h .  I  
m u s t  p r o t e s t ,  a s  m y  b u s i n e s s  d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h i s  b r i d g e  f o r  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .

I  s e t  u p  m y  b u s i n e s s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  S u n t r a n a  b r a n c h  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
t h e  N e n a n a  R i v e r  i n  1983 b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r a i l  s e r v i c e  a t  t h a t  
l o c a t i o n .  T h u s ,  I  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  2 0 - y e a r  c r o s s i n g  p e r m i t  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  
a n d  a  5 - y e a r  l a n d  l e a s e  ( w h i c h  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  r e n e w e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  5 y e a r s )  
w i t h  W i l l i a m  I .  W a u g a m a n ,  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  s e t  u p  c o a l  p r o c e s s i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,
s c a l e ,  b u n k e r s ,  a n d  s h o p .  I  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  f o r f e i t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n v e s t m e n t  i n
i m p r o v e m e n t s  o n  t h e  s i t e ,  w h i c h  i s  l e a s e d ,  i f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e  w e r e  t o  b e
c l o s e d .

VVm. D. Nordmark 
O w ner

Ph. (907) 683-2411

S e p t e m b e r  15,  1988
i

U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e  h a u l s  t h e  c o a l  f r o m  t h e  m i n e  t o  t h e  R e l i a b l e  C o a l  y a r d  
i n  9 0 - t o n  c a p a c i t y  d u m p t r u c k s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  l e g a l  o n  A l a s k a  S t a t e  h i g h w a y s  d u e  
t o  t h e i r  w e i g h t  a n d  18 f o o t  w i d t h .  T h u s ,  m o v i n g  t h e  b u s i n e s s  a c r o s s  t h e  N e n a n a  
R i v e r  w o u l d  n o t  o n l y  c a u s e  f i n a n c i a l  l o s s  t o  m y s e l f ,  b u t  w o u l d  p o s e  p r o b l e m s  
o b t a i n i n g  a  c o a l  s u p p l y .

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  S e p t e m b e r ,  1987 t h r o u g h  A u g u s t ,  1988, R e l i a b l e  C o a l  
s h i p p e d  54 h o p p e r  c a r s  o f  c o a l  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  p o w e r  p l a n t  i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  
a n d  46 h o p p e r s  t o  t h e  C o a l  B u n k e r s  i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  2 s i d e - d u m p  c a r s  
t o  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a s s u r e  my  c u s t o m e r s  t h a t  I  c a n  
c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p l y  c o a l  t o  t h e m  v i a  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d .  My c u s t o m e r s  h a v e  
n o  o t h e r  s o u r c e  f r o m  w h i c h  t o  o b t a i n  p r o c e s s e d  ( s c r e e n e d  a n d  g r a d e d )  c o a l  i n  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

. ' P l e a s e  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  c l o s e  t h e  b r i d g e  o n  t h e

Y o u r  t r u l y ,

W i l l ia m  D . N ordm ark 
O w n e r, R e l i a b l e  C o a l

S u n jx a n .a -b x a jic h .

c c :  s e e  a t t a c h e d  l i s t



R e l i a b l e  C o a l  t o  F r a n k  T u r p i n  l e t t e r  o f  S e p t e m b e r  15 , 1988

c c :  G e o r g e  S u l l i v a n ,  C h a i r m a n ,  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n

K . A ,  S m i t h ,  F a i r b a n k s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n

W i l l i a m  I .  W a u g a m a n  
P . O .  B o x  2491 
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  99707

J o e  U s i b e l l i ,  J r . ,  P r e s i d e n t  
U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e  
B o x  1000
H e a l y ,  A l a s k a  99743

A t t e n t i o n :  W a l t  S c h l o t f e l d t
T h e  C o a l  B u n k e r s  
B o x  72869
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  99707

^ S e n a t o r  J a c k  C o g h i l l  
B o x  55028
N o r t h  P o l e ,  A l a s k a  99705



A L A S K A  R A I L R O A D  C O R P O R A T I O N

P.O. Box 107500* Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7500 

September 28, 19B8

Mr. William D. Nordmark 
Owner
Reliable Coal 
P. O. Box 53 
Healy, A K  99743

Dear Mr. Nordmark:

I have received your letter of September 15 concerning the Railroad's plans to 
remove the railroad bridge over the Nenana River on the Suntrana Branch from 
service.

This action is predicated upon the deterioration of the support piers of the bridge. 
The concrete has deteriorated to such an extent that our Engineering Department 
has advised that the bridge either must be removed from service or the concrete 
structure rehabilitated. It does not appear that an expenditure estimated at 
approximately $125-130,000 for repairs is justified based on the amount of business 
carried over the bridge.

Although I realize your business is adjacent to the Suntrana Branch, I have been 
advised that closing the bridge would not preclude you from continuing your 
operations. Operational changes would have to be made since you would be unable to 
load directly into railroad cars at your present site; however, an alternate site in the 
Healy terminal could be made available for you to load rail cars.

You could continue to crush coal at your current site and then truck it to the rail. 
Although this would be an added expense to your current operations, your customers 
should understand your increased costs and expect to pay a higher price for your 
product.

t
The land lease and crossing permits that you currently have with the Railroad would
be continued, and other property for a loading -site across the river could be made
available. Closing the bridge should not cause you to forfeit your investment nor
prevent you from continuing to do business.

• « 
a

I have asked the Operating Division to review this issue further and will apprise you 
of their evaluation.

Sincerely,

F. G. Turpin
President and Chief Executive Officer

cc:
G. Sullivan, Chairman, A R R C  Board of Directors 
K. A. Smith, Fairbanks Terminal Supt., A R R C  
W. I. Waugaman, Fairbanks 
J. Usibelli Jr., Usibelli Coal Mine 
W. Schlotfeldt, The Coal Bunkers 
Senator Jack Coghill, North Pole



G O L D E N  V A L L E Y  E L E C T R I C  A S S O C I A T I O N  IN C . B o x  1243. Fa irb anks , A la ska  99707-1249, Phone 907-452-11

O c to b e r  3 ,1988

M r. F r a n k  T u rp in ,  G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r  
A la s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  
P .O .  B o x  10-7500 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A la s k a  99510

S u b j e c t :  R a i l r o a d  S p u r  a t  H e a ly

D e a r  M r. T u rp in :  J

I t  h a s  c o m e  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  A la s k a  R a i l r o a d  is  c o n s id e r i n g  t h e  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  
t h e  r a i l r o a d  b r id g e  a c r o s s  t h e  N e n a n a  R iv e r  a t  H e a ly .  G o ld e n  V a l le y  is  n o t  p r e s e n t l y  
u s in g  i t ' s  r a i l  s p u r  in t o  th e  H e a ly  p l a n t .  W e a r e  b r in g in g  f u e l  o i l  in  b y  t r u c k .  H o w e v e r ,  
t h e  r a i l  l i n e  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  a l t e r n a t e  m e a n s  o f  l iq u id  f u e l  s u p p ly  a n d  a n  
im p o r t a n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l in k  i n t o  t h e  p l a n t  f o r  m a jo r  c o m p o n e n t  d e l iv e r y ,  e t c .

In  f u t u r e  y e a r s ,  w h e n  t h e  H e a ly  p l a n t  i s  e n l a r g e d ,  t h e  r a i l  s p u r  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  to  s u p p ly  
p l a n t  c o m p o n e n t s  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  e q u i p m e n t .  W i th o u t  t h e  b r id g e  a n d  s p u r ,  s u c h  f r e i g h t  
m o v e m e n t s  w o u ld  b e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  e x p e n s iv e .

W e s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  n o t  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e .  A l th o u g h  l i t t l e  u s e d  n ow , i t  w il l  
a g a i n  b e c o m e  a n  im p o r t a n t  l i f e l i n e  t o  a r e a s  o n  t h e  e a s t  s id e  o f  t h e  N e n a n a  R iv e r .  P l e a s e  
a d v i s e  u s  o f  a n y  h e a r i n g s  t o  b e  h e l d  n n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

» **

c c :  W. W a u g a m a n

B i l l

T h a n k s  f o r  a l e r t i n g  u s  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r

UK
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A L A S K A  R A I L R O A D  C O R P O R A T I O N

P.O. Box 7-2111 • Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7069

October 11, 1988
R I C  f  {*/

O C T  1 3  r a t i o
Mr. Michael P. Kelly _v
General Manager A * Adminfrtrali
Golden Valley Electric Association, Inc.
P. O. Box 1249
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1249

Dear Mr. Kelly:

This is in reply to your letter of October 3, 1988, commenting on our plan to 
abandon the railroad bridge across the Nenana River at Healy.

Since your Healy plant ma y  have future use for rail service across the Nenana 
River, and you feel the spur will again become an important lifeline to areas on 
the east side of the river, one option that would provide you with access 
whenever you find it advantageous would be for us to lease you the spur. If you 
owned the track, any use by the Alaska Railroad or any other user would be 
subject to payment that would contribute to the cost of maintaining the bridge 
and track. The track and bridge would have to be maintained up to Federal 
Railroad Administration requirements, of course, before we could use it for 
Alaska Railroad equipment.

If you have any interest in the ownership option, please contact m e  and we will 
begin developing a proposal to effect the lease. W e  do not plan any public 
hearings on this matter.
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fQUIPMENT, Inc.
DBA THE COAL BUNKERS

PHONE: (907) 456-5005 o r 452-2722

P.O. BOX 72869 - 270 ILLINOIS ST. 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707

Mr. F r a n k  T ur pi n  
P r e s i d e n t
A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n
P.O. B OX 10-7500
A nchorage, A l a s k a  9 95 10 -7 50 0

O c t o b e r  31, 1988

/

O’
%

RE: R e mo va l  of S u n t r a n a  Branch from S e r vi ce

De ar  Mr. Turpin:

W e  h a v e  a g r e a t  deal of d i f f i c u l t y  a c c e p t i n g  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  to 
c l o s e  th e Sun tr an a B r a n c h  and force R e l i a b l e  Coal to truck 
t h e i r  p r o d u c t  to rail access. To s u g ge st  th at  R e l i a b l e ' s  
c u s t o m e r s  w o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  an increase in cost due to their 
a dd it i o n a l  costs is n ot accurate. We m a y  u n d e r s t a n d  R e l i­
able's ne ed  to raise t h e i r  p r i ce  as a r e su lt  of i n a c c e s s i b i l­
ity to the tracks, b u t  w e  co ul d not a cc ep t suer: an i nc reased 
cost.

T h e  F a i r b an ks  c o n s u m e r ' s  cos t  of coal t o d a y  is m i n i m a l l y  
c h e a p e r  t h a n  oil. T o  raise the p r i c e  w o u l d  d i m i n i s h  the d e­
ma n d  for coal to a p o i n t  w h e r e  we w o u l d  be out of business. 
O v e r  t he p a s t  several years t h e  coal m a r k e t  in F ai rb an ks  has 
c o n t i n u e d  to shrink, even as m o d e r n  t e c h n o l o g y  an d au t omatic 
feed coal b o i l e r s  h a v e  b e e n  in t ro du ce d to the consumer. We 
h a v e  r e s p o n d e d  to this s h r i n k i n g  d e m a n d  for coal by m a r k e t i n g  
o t h e r  products, such as S en c o fasteners and o t h e r  c o n s t r u c­
ti o n - r e l a t e d  products. We have also s c a l e d  b a c k  our o p e r a­
tion an d reduc e d o v e r h e a d  to a v e r y  low level. Even these 
a c t io ns  h av e  not b e e n  e nough in these e c o n om ic  t i me s to keep 
us from s u f f er i ng  a loss in 1988. We are s t r u g g l i n g  to s u r­
viv e  the c u r re nt  recession, in the hopes that c o n s t r u c t i o n  
r e l a t e d  sales will i n c r ea se  a nd bring us b a c k  to p r o f i t a b i l­
ity. W h a t  lies in t h e  future for the r e s i d e n t i a l  and c o m m e r­
cial coal b u s i ne ss  in Fairba nk s ? We p r e d i c t  a con ti nu al  d e­
crease in d em an d  o ve r time at the c u r re nt  prices.

W i t h  the inc re as ed  c os ts  w h i c h  w o u l d  o c c u r  if R e l i a b l e  had to 
t r u c k  to the railroad, the d em an d for coal w o u l d  almost i m m e­
di a t e l y  stop. H o m e o w n e r s  and b u si ne s s e s  w o u l d  face the i m m e­
diat e  need to c o n v e r t  t he ir  h e a t i n g  systems, c a us in g them 
u n d u e  h a r d s h i p  in t he s e a l r e a d y  tough e c o n o m i c  times. We

^ I N G  ( U O A L



Mr. F r an k Tu rpin 
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w o u l d  go out of business. T h e  A la sk a  R a i l r o a d  w o u l d  lose a 
g oo d l e a se ho ld er  and w o u l d  lose the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e v e n u e  
from our coal demand. I b e l i e v e  that all of t h e s e  thin gs  add 
up to m o r e  than y o u r  cos t of re pairing th e b r i d g e  on the S u n­
trana Branch.

I r e q u e s t  that you r e - t h i n k  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  in th is  matter, and 
c ho os e instead a c o u r s e  of a c ti on  w h i c h  e n s u r e s  the c o n t i n u a­
tion  of the service y o u  p r o v i d e  to R e l i a b l e  Coal.

Sincerely,

W a l t  S c hl ot fe l dt

cc: W i l l i a m  D. N o r d m a r k
Owner, Re li ab l e Coal 
P.O. Box  53 
Healy, Al aska 99743

G eo rg e Sullivan, C h a i rm a n 
A l a sk a Rail ro a d C o r p o r a t i o n  
P.O. B ox 10-7500 
Anchorage, A l a s k a  9 9510-7500

K.A. Smith, F a i r b a n k s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  
280 N. Cushman 
Fairbanks, A l a s k a  99701

W i l l i a m  I. W a u g a m a n  
P.O. Box 2491 
Fairbanks, A l a s k a  99707

J o e  Usibelli, Jr., P r e s i d e n t  
U s i b e l l i  Coal Mine, Inc.
Box 1000
Healy, A laska 99743

S e n a t o r  Ja ck  C o g hi l l
P.O. B ox 55028
N o r t h  Pole, A K  99705 - 50 28
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3.6 Mile Usibelli S p u r Road 
P.O. Box 53 

Healy, Alaska 99743

Wm. D. Nordmark

Ph. (907) 683-2411

N o v e m b e r  2 ,  1988

M r .  M i c h a e l  P .  K e l l y ,  G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r  
G o l d e n  V a l l e y  E l e c t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  
B o x  1249
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  99707-1249 

D e a r  M r .  K e l l y ,

B i l l  W a u g a m a n  s e n t  u s  a  c o p y  o f  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  y o u  t o  F r a n k  T u r p i n  o n  
O c t o b e r  3 ,  1988 c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  b r i d g e  o n  t h e  
S u n t r a n a  b r a n c h .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  w r i t i n g  t h a t  l e t t e r .  We v a l u e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  
i n  o p p o s i n g  t h e  c l o s u r e ,  a s  o u r  b u s i n e s s  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e .

E n c l o s e d ,  f o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a r e  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
t h a t  I  h a v e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  d a t e .  I  s p o k e  t o  J a c k  C o g h i l l  l a s t  n i g h t .
He  i n f o r m e d  me t h a t  h e  h a s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  p e r s o n  w i t h  F r a n k  T u r p i n ,  
a n d  u r g e d  t h e  ARR t o  r e p a i r  t h e  b r i d g e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a b a n d o n  i t .

We a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  o u r  own  s a k e ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  
w h o  b u y  c o a l  f o r  h o u s e h o l d  u s e  f r o m  t h e  B u n k e r s  i n  F a i r b a n k s .  A s  B i l l  
W a u g a m a n  p o i n t s  o u t ,  i t  i s  t h e  l o w  i n c o m e  p e o p l e  w h o  b u r n  c o a l  t o  h e a t  t h e i r  
h o m e s ,  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  i n  a  b a d  s i t u a t i o n  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  c o a l ,  o r  i f  
t h e r e  w e r e  a  s t e e p  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e  a s  M r .  T u r p i n  a d v o c a t e s  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  u s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  o p p o s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  c l o s i n g .  P l e a s e  
a d v i s e  u s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  r e c e i v e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  T h e  ARR d o e s n ’ t  t e l l  
u s  m u c h .

S i n c e r e l y ,

P a t r i c i a  N o r d m a r k
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

310 Second Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

(907) 586-2323

F e b r u a r y  14, 1989

F r a n k  Turpin, P r e s i d e n t  
A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  Corp.
P.O. B o x  1 0 - 7 0 0 0  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99510

D e a r  Frank:

A s  y o u  c a n  s e e  fr o m t h e  e n c l o s e d  letter, Mr. W i l l i a m  D. N o r d m a r k  
h a s  a s k e d  f or t h e  S t a t e  C h a m b e r ' s  a s s i s t a n c e  in r e s o l v i n g  t h e  
S u n t r a n a  b r i d g e  r e p a i r  problem.

I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  is n o w  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
r e p a i r s  a n d  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  t o  d o  so.

In t o d a y ' s  A l a s k a  eco n om y,  I b e l i e v e  w e  m u s t  d o  all p o s s i b l e  to 
a s s u r e  t h a t  o u r  b u si ne ss es ,  l a r g e  and s m a l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  r e m a i n  in b u s i n es s . W e  a t  t h e  S t a t e  C h a m b e r  are p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  in a s s i s t i n g  small b u s i n e s s e s  in m a k i n g  a go of it.
I t  c e r t a i n l y  s e em s as i f  Mr. N o r d m a r k  is d o i n g  all h e  can.

A l s o  Frank, I t h i n k  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  a s  a p u b l i c  e n t i t y  has, 
per h ap s,  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b e y o n d  the " b o t t o m  line" to s e e  t h a t  
t h e  p u b l i c  is b e s t  s e r v e d  e v e n  w h e n  s u c h  s e r v i c e  m a y  a d v e r s e l y  
a f f e c t  t h a t  line. Certai nl y,  y o u r  e s t i m a t e  of $ 1 2 5 - 1 3 0 , 0 0 0  in 
r e l a t i o n  t o  y o u r  o v e r a l l  ra & o c a n n o t  be s u c h  a p r o h i b i t i v e  item 
w h e n  w e i g h t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
a n d  b u s i n e s s  commun it y.

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  f r o m  y o u  as s o o n  as possible.

cc: W i l l i a m  D. N o r d m a r k  
S e n a t o r  J a c k  C o g hi l l

G K : l y / t u r p i n




